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LEADER Ian Rannard ”_ l FOLLOHERS' Glad Rannard Sev Sternhell' Geoff

MacIntosh George Mawer Judy Mahaffey, Mlchelle Powell M1re11a. Hogan,
Richard and Karen Brading, Maurie Bloom, ‘Barbara’ ‘Bruce, Bill" Capon. Peter{
Rossel, . Val Douglas, Ray Turton, Tom Wenman, Don Willcox, Maureen Carter
and Morag Ryder. ' : '

Frlday, Apr11 9

Sev drove the car out ‘of Goulburn Caravan Park just before 8 am. We sped
towards Cooma, adwiring the golden poplars blazing like torches all over

the countryside, From Cooma to Jlndabyne and down The  Barry Way to- ‘meet .
Ian at Jacobs River Picnic’ Ground Tl i

In fact we met Ian and Glad at Wallace Craigie Lookout,; ‘just finishing
thelr lunch. Our tribe of 20 eventually arrlved at Jacobs, and around 2 pm:
we! splashed accross and strolled along the old fire-trail besidethe- Snowy
River. Emus had fed on the abundant rose-hlps, leaving ,1nterest1ng
drbnpings; like wini cow-pats studded with 'seeds. REEEEARRAE RO

93551ng séveral ‘vast campsites, Ian flnallyﬁy“' RS
halted at ome large enough to accomodate a |
small suburb. Everyone scattered far and
wide =~ great for privacy, but not for
communication.- .

Saturday, April 10

After a wmild and starry night under the '/w;\hrfrd brought my QO
venerable old callitris, trees, we crossed a | mobile phone....

chllly Snowy River at a knee—deep spot we W ’
had discovered the prev1ous afternoon. Ian

wanted to use his wlde-angle camera, SO we stood in the freezlng water
trying to look nonchalant wh11e he tried various perspectives, '

We strolled up the wide and sandy Horse
Creek until it divided and Ian’ said, "Up
here", and we began to toil 600 metres up
the ridge, Morning tea just before the old
fire-trail then up, up, up, in=239~heat.,'

D'you think I'1l make)

"Snake" sald Ian, pointing. It was lounglng

in the sun, graphite grey with pale yellow.
belly.  '"Copperhead" said Ian. "Yellow

bellied black"” I. said. "Copperhead" said

Jan. Not being a herpetologist, I didn't

argue. ‘ '
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' As we were relaxing for lunch on a. shady patch of road, a faint sound of
engines fleoated up the hill. Snatching up our goodies we scrambled away as
two utes and a trailbike trundled through our dining room. The drivers
waved cheerfully 50 . we decided they must be locals. P

After ‘Iunch, wore road = up, down, up, up. '"We leave the road here" said
Ian, consulting his” map, and sure enough there was a rock cairn, h1dden in
the bushes.‘ ' ' :
3 Havingvgoné.up;-up,‘up‘afl’morning;'it was now down, down, down, to camp at

Byadbo Creek. A grassy clearing about the size of the average bull-paddock,
occupied by kangaroos standing ‘upright as Victorian . matromns. Equally

upright: was-a nuge blue drum, securely lidded. Someone murmured "Portaloo”
- but ‘it wasn't,” There were alsc some old bricks in the grass - remalns of
an old huu - two anc1ent fru1t trees and deciducus bushes.

j . T : ) / VK//I(///////’L////// ‘/////: Ve
Hav1ng secured our pieces of real, estate,;&””' V)
we congregated around the fire to eat and P prleresit ‘ _ ,
sing,.: Later, when the. stars burned brlghtTuLcan t think what i ;*5_
and the fire burned low, Ian told us of his - ~have been — afte; all, tbere )
‘explotatory visi e with his son Tim. ¥ ;
About! Zam,ehey W eep under- their fly,.
when - they lhe: . .piercing - screamy
.Startled they ‘sax‘ up and -heard ! another ‘
scream, this tlme from the opp051te 51de of C
the clearmg° o

'What was it - the ghost of some despalrlng

.settler, going mad with lonliness? They e

‘never did find out, ‘but at first:light they departed ‘with all speed. Later
that night, we too heard a couple of faint screams, but they seemed to come
from the direction of Bill's tent. Bad dreams?.... Ve dldn't ask,

Sunday 11 April

' The Easter Bumny did several rounds, dropping .assorted eggs in the frosty
morning. Fortified with chocolate; we began agaln the up, up, up, to Big
Byadbo Mountain. Mauri gave Maureéen navigation lessons along the way, and
sowehow they reached the trig before us. Morning tea and wore up - until
the rocad. Then another repeat of down..down, down, turning off near the
bottom to follow the horse tracks. along Sheep Station Creek. We did find
the remains of some wooden constructlon - was that the sheep station? More
1mp0rtantly, we found water 1n the creek beside our. camp51te.

i . A couple of deeplsh pools were to0 good 1o

resist, so there was much scrubbing in the

i Creekbed.’ Suitably washed and dressed for
‘"dinner, we organized THE Happy Hour. Enough-
rum-and lemon, cheese, oysters, dips,

. chocclate and -other delectables  to wmake

§ dehydes seem definately second-rate, Why

§ can't all bushwalking be like this?
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Monday 12 April

'Startlng in the cool of the mornln we turned rlght at the T junctlon into
Joe Dav1s Creek Before long were g01ng up, up, up, to Pinc¢h Gap. A quick "
stop to catch our breath, and it was down, down, down, into Willis Biddi

Creek. Following the horse tracks finally brought a reward the sight of -

six .startled brumbies galloplng up the h111 ahead Plty we couldn t make o
them'carry our packs.::T’b _ : : ‘

"Emus!'”crled ‘Ian po1nting - two - huge birds = sprlnglng llghtly over - the'“

-ground.r Sev_was dellghted "The flrst I've seen in the w11d" 'he declared.,

I thought, '"How I' envy the11 long. legsﬁ;‘ They remlnded me of - someone -
eader perhaps7 ; ‘ r

: on. .8 appeaxed ahead - The
Snowy agal"f “Much armer now, $0 there was
gkimmy, dlpplng befpre lunch - Gettlng up
i ie ‘bagk was. 1nterest1ng 1t was earth,
~ vertical and crumbly ‘Some - an1ma1 (wombat?).‘
had carved a narrow passage - just “wide
enough to ‘jam “pur packs and- cover us: with
,shGWers of dlrt.;”lunch was a short -but
glorlous pig-out, "as we .finished. off any'
#ema1n1rg goodles.‘ Thls gave us energy for
pur stdmpede “Hack “to ‘the cars - with Sev
leadlng'the ch rge.1 ' :

Waste of time -~ haV1ng aj)
wash 1n the river....

ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ*%%ﬁ%%c

THE GLORY OF THE:BLUE BREAKS

Do~ you want to see some of the best views 1n the Blue
Mountalns7 "

' From Be11001 Pass, from Lacey s Tableland over ‘Lake .
Burragorang, from Broken Rock Range, The Axehead Mount Cookem
and the top of :Taro's Ladders7 - Do you want to, walk in’ open'
rolling country, ‘through untouched bush, and see the most ‘
1mpressrve stand of blue gums outside theAGrose Valley?. Camp
cn ‘high eSCarpments and .beside .¢lear creeks 1n ‘some of the
finest country our-State has to offer7.r? - - '

;ﬂ. Then J01n BILL ‘CAPON for flve days 1n thls clas51c walk *ﬁ
The Blue Breaks.ﬂA” i o

Departlng - July 6th next ....;.....DON T MISS OUT'

'.u ee * 7r’ ac 7e *. % : i ,z?,;,
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,Wait a whi!e | _ |
o - Tony Holgate
: 'What a name
SO entlcmg,
~ ¢ yet the reality -
o ‘iS not at aI! the same

The' settlng frequently
~ has rare beauty,
- ‘while these vines -
_ _have uncommonly dece|tfui ablhty

In the sky, galahs
- seem to know;
- they wheel about
‘and screech thelr Iaugh

~ On.the ground'we fmd
~ revelation, pain
 .and struggle
. to be be free of thxs bond

) 'And ail the whlie

a tangle of Iawyers R .
L W 'negotiate * rites of passage
R askmg us to waitawhlle

socrALfNQTEs

by John Hogan

As v1deo cameras dlmlnlsh in size “and weight and battery life increases
it .seems 1nev1tab1e that many of ‘us w1ll be lured to this form of photography
in: the future. It also offers a cheaper format after the initial outlay and
a much greater scope:ﬂmrexpre551on. However as we are all:aware from the
home movie efforts of 'so many amatears, ‘the results can fall a long way short
_of great. ' S6 on “July 28th we have invited a - very talented -free-lance camera- |

""#an, Lén Zéch and his wife Jackie who is a film editor to come and demonstrate

some 'basic techniques for:filming and ed1t1ng SO that we may come up w1th some
more professronal'results when we make the. step to v1deo.

} \—-]"

s We also have - Ione s stall on that nlght'- remember, 5% dlscount to you and
W"u57 £o. SBW S0 please support it.. ' ‘

The program for the three - months from Septembec-lQ fllllng up but we still
~need 1deas and suggestlons, S0 please contact me . if you can- ass1st.

Flnally T would like to p01nt out that we have become rather slack as far
uas starting times-are concerned. .1 am going to endeavour to .start our meetlngs

"and ‘guest’ spots’ as close to.8. 00 pm as poss1ble, s0, please. try to be punctual
'1t w1ll ensure we- get home; at . a. reasonable hour.

[ESet]

Good walklng PR S
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_SIX FOOT TRACK —-COX RIVER

Ian Debert's Walk —‘6/7 March 1993
by Errol Sheedy

Ian's expedition began on_  Saturday mornlng when we met at the picnic
ground at- Megalong Creek. We drove from there to- the Euroka horse stud where
Tan had thoughtfully obtained permission for us to- park our cars for the weekend
- safe, we hoped, from the slings and BLIOWS of outrageous vandals — and so it
proved.

‘The Six Foot Track was orlglnally made 1n 1884 as a horse track from
Katoomba to Jenolan Caves.  Acting under the’ 1nstruc1ton of the Premier of NSW
seven men took eleven days to mark the ‘bridle track. - Parliament then allocated
2500 pounds for the construction ‘of the track, and from about 1896 the Royal
‘Mail was delivered along it daily, except Sunday, to a Post Office near Hampton. -
Two men had the job of maintaining the route using wheelbarrow, pick and shovel.
In 1981 the Track was remarked by the Orange Lands Offlce to permit walkers
to use the original Six Foot Track. .

From the Euroka property the Six Foot Track goes through the private
property of the -Euroka farm and. Lands Department signs enjoin walkers to conduct
themselves appropriately, and: notlfy that no-camping is to .be done before the
Cox River is reached. We had not gone “far ‘before we came to a fence where a
helpful official stile made it easy to climb over. On thé other side were two
4WD vehicles and people hovering around a table set out with plastic cups full
of water., Before the more naive of us could protest, "But really, you didn't
have to go to all this trouble - and how did you know we were coming?...." we
were informed by our Knowledgeable Leader that today was the day when 300 runners
were rac1ng the whole length of the Six Foot Track, on the annual run from: the
Explorer's Tree (2.5 km west of Katoomba: Railway Station) to Jenolan Caves, a
distance of 42 km. The runners had not yet arrived so we walked a short distance
_off the Track to see the tree where a memorial plaque remembers Rob Webb. -

Then back to the Track where for the next hour or so we were constantly
stepping aside and off the Track (whlch belies its name by being, in many places,"
only about one foot w1de) to allow the runners ‘to pass. They were invariably
polite and:said (gasped?) "Thank you" but I could have done without the
 collection .of grass seeds, my. socks thus accumulated. Some walkers were heard
‘to mutter. about. gaiters, but who would have brought them on a track walk.... ‘
.But the minor annoyance. was forgotten in the amazing spectacle .of the hundreds-
“of sweaty ladies and gentlemen panting past. Eventually they were all gone
and. we: began the descent to the Cox where we. had lunch at a well—grassed s1te
whlch was also, .as it turned out, where we. would spend the night.

“ Diring’ the' 'afteérnoon we did some “short walks. - .One was upstream-in" search
of"'a'"better campsite’, which proved to -be non-existent; however -the stroll
allowed us to meet a local in the sunbathing form of a ‘two-metre black snake
which 1ay on. the sand, eyeing us as we walked past. . The other walk took us |
downstream to view the new bridge over the Cox. . It was erected in’ 1992 by Army
personnel to allow the river to be crossed in flood times. It is about 15 metres
above the river .and consists of a. footpath about 30 cm wide made of several thin
steel cables which run the length. of: the bridge. Thesé cables are. joined by
steel connecting supports and wire mesh, to provide a solid base.  The sides of
the brldge are formed of steel cables and slofe out-at an angle sufficient to :
‘allow one's hands to comfortably grasp the top cables. The steel cables are
stressed at each end of the bridge over steel towers and fixed to steel bolts
which are embedded in rock. A safety warning sign at the end of the bridge
forbids the passage of more than one person ata time. The reason for this
becomes apparent when one begins to cross and experlences the 1nterest1ng
phenomenon of the swaylng from side to side. caused by one's.progress.
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Back at the campsite tents were:erected and several of us took off in
various directions for swims, the rocky nature of the river bed at this point
preventing any one pool from proclaiming jitself to 'be the Official Swimming
Hole. The evening camp flre was very pleasant w1th the customary fratern—
isation and conv1v1a11ty _ , .%' 5o : :

Sunday brought an’ end to dayllght savnng and;early mornlng ra11-tont1nued
through breakfast before, mercifully, ceasing in. time for us to break camp.
. Then it was time to retrace our steps on a track free of the accompaniment of
hundreds of runners.

‘We drove the cars back to Megalong Creek where we lunched on the remaining
food in our packs.' :

Many thanks, Ian, for a good weekend and thanks to the owiers of'Euroka
Farm for permlss1on to park our cars. l '

Part1c1pantS' Tan Debert, Joy Hynes, Margaret vaen, Lorraine Bloomfield,
: ' John Ca lson, Bronny Niemever, Derek Wllson & Errol Sheedy.

**’6**%%*%‘"

SOUTH AMERICA
Southern Chi!e and Argentma. 5 weeks Dec 1993 - Jan 1994

‘Peruwan Amazon:. 3 weeks, Jan - Feb 1994

Travel with a Spanish speak:ng guide.
Spend a few days on Easter Island.
Climb an active volcano. .
Cruise through the-Chilean fiords. ' :

. Do a 7-10 day walk through the magmﬁcent Torres del
Paine National Park. .

o Visit the Perito Moreno glac1er wheré! huge ice towers

_ crash into the lake every few minutes.

§ ' Doawalkaround Mt Fitzroy and Cerro Torre, mountam
' scenery second to none.

o Visit Manu Nahonal Park and see an mcrechb]e vanety of w1ld11re

Sound mterestmg" Write for details.

| WILLIS 'S WALKABOUTS™
12 Carrington Street

e " Millner NT0810 " -

Phone (089) 852134 Fax: (089) 85 2355

3 Mary and Bert Carter have moved to Balllna on the far north coast

I of N § W and would be- dellghted to have -any of their -

* ‘B W friends drop in when. pa551ng through. ‘Could arrange a walk -
S w1th ‘the 'Northern Rivers ‘Bugh.-walking ‘Club based at Llsmore.

iﬁThere is good walklng in, the.surrounding hills. ;

'The new address is Cedar CreScent East ‘Ballina, 2478.



We spec1ahse in the latest l1ght welght gear for
your outdoor adventures. Whether you require
Tents, Backpacks, Sleeping bags, Rainwear, Stoves,
Abseiling gear or Accessories, we carry the best 7
brands Macpac. J&H, Berghaus Scarpa Outgear (A
'Petzl S. R T -

We offer you personahsed knowledgeable serv1ce
to help:you purchase the correct equxpment for
_yéu, _ _éds natural‘_ . : '
offer the best pnces to0. Adv1ce is only
a phone call away

X—Country
Skiers

We stock the latest
range of skls boots

""""

> HIRE GEAR DoN,
__Now. Available %

A Macpac Tents - Backpacks Sleeping bags
~ A J&H - Rainwear A Trangia - Stoves

| backcountry and
tclemark skung

e A Thermarests A Bivvy Bags
‘ B ACKCOU_NTRY SKI 4 .- Special prices for club members. -
HIRE Week or weekend rates.,

» MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE
AVAILABIE

| °DISCOUNT FOR )
CLUB MEMBERS -

1,
.n"'l

g

Your '‘One. Stop Adventure’ Sho

1045- 1047 Victona Rci West Rydc NSW 2114 Ph s 858 5844
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| """HAL’KS;T REPORT | by Ray Hookway.-

‘BLUE MOUNTAINS N.P.

Batsh Camp, Mootik Wall, Yerranderle Peak Yerranderle, Colong Swamp, Green
Gully, Colong Caves, Acetylene Spuf," Batsh Camp.

LEADER - Ray Hookway
PARTY ~ Heather Flnch Robin Plumb Splro Hajlnakltas, Bob Hodgson Ray Hookway.
WEATHER - Fine and sunny. ‘ .

The party followed Bent Hook Swamp’, then up over Baralliers Pass.
Morning tea on Mount Meier overlooking Colong Station, lunch on Mootik Wall.
Running toc late to complete the walk to program and leader tired, so shortened
walk by dropping down bridle trail from Mootik ~ Wall to road to Tonalli Gap.
Early camp on excellent 31te on bank of Tonali R1ver.

Bob went for a brisk walk up to Zuchetl Head then after dinner entertalned
us with the harmonlca Splro regaled us w1th hot Tum and barley and coffee
whilst Ray supplled ‘the port.

The walk to Green Gully and Colong Caves next day was easy and uneventful.

_ Bob tock the rest of the palty on an 1nspectvon of the caves as far as
Kings Cross: -Back at the cars by’ 4 pm . (What about Acetylene Spur'?‘7 Ed. )

An excellent dinner at the Grandv1ew at Wentworth Falls.

Bob had car trouble, probably due to the beacon on Nyanga Mountain
1nterfer1ng with the engine computer of his BMW. The problem started at Mount
Werong on the way in and flqlched at Mount WerOng on the way out.

COMMENTS ON WALK

I have not been in fhe area for e1ght years. "~ The .road to‘Batsh Camp is
in reasonable condition - turn off to Batsh Camp is now clearly marked with'a
N.P.& W.L. sign. The 1.5 km rcad in after the turn—off has been cleared of all
of the fallen trees and has been  graded. Good camping is avallable on both
sides of road at the car park. :

The scrub along Bent Hook Swamp: to Baralliers Pass has grown up since my
last visit and is-bad in some places Once out of the swamp it is easy walking .
until you are at Byrnes. Swamp below Mootik Wall.

The land around Colong Statlon has been cleared and fenced w1th an electric
fence and has several No Trespassing signs. Water is available at the creek’
before the old Coleng Station.

The track from Colong Swamp to Green gully is marked in places by plates
on trees and becomes clearer and well worn the closer you get to the saddle at
the head of the swamp. ' : '

The old Rover Trail from the top of Acetylene Spur back to Batsh Camp is
very noticeable-and cuts off a-lot ‘of the road, partlcularly the section along
the fence and swampsbehind Grlmshaw Hill.

Petrol is very expen51ve 1n Oberon and at Hampton. Fill up‘at Katoomba.

‘* % %% % ¥ ¥ %

STOP PRESS!! A change to the Social Program.
25th August - DOT BUTLER will NOT be talking on
"Musles & Joints" but on "Canceing the Ygkon River
in Alaska". Very much more interesting!!!
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Search And Rescue Weekend by Maurice Smith

The Cataract Scout Camp on the weekend of 27 and 28 March, 1933 saw
ahout two dozen ardent bush walkers from 8 to 10 clubs spend an -
interesting weekend talking about and practising a variety of skills which can
be required in the bush if, by chance, a variety of problems are: :
encountered. o ' =

Saturday morning saw us starting off with the correct use of HF ¢high
frequernicy) radigs which are usedin a Search and Rescue situation. The -
cadio demonstration was brought to & close by the arrival of the National
Parks Service helicopter.- L k

The copter landed in a nearby clearing and we spent a fascinating hour and
half talking with the pilot and crewmen about such matters as: '

*  thebest way to be seen from the air, in daylight, & marine smoke flare,
at night, & marine magnesium flare, both are quite cheap and
extremely effective, if these are not available, brightly coloured (red or

_yellow) regular shaped cloth (pack covers, sleeping bag covers, etc). .

* how to approach a copter which has landed and has its rotors in
" motion, from the front and uphill, so that you can be seen and so you
do-not go any where near the tail rotor, which 16 far more dangerous ~
.than the main overhead rotor; speaking personally, as gither rotor can .
chop'you into small messy pleces inside a second, | don't want to find
out the hard way. L f

+ " what is involved in being winched into or out of a copter, two of the
- walkers attending the sessions were volunfeers and wers winched into
"the copter which hovered about 10 meters above the ground, the most
important thing is not to spin, keep your arms extended and horizontal
to the ground to prevent a spin. o

*  how to make the pilot's job easier in the event that they are calied out |
“in a search situation; simply make sure you leave behind with a o
“trustworthy contact as detailed an intended itinerary as possible,

including the proposed starting and finishing points and times, -car. .
registration numbers, walk routes, camp sites etc: often an aerial - ,
~ gearch is made very difficult because nobody has a good knowledge of -
where the watkers were intending to start from, walk to, finish etc. ‘

" After lunch we had some demonstrations on imprqvising'st‘re{che‘rs for |
carrying injured or il walkers. Among the techniques shown were the useof
two rucksacks, a bivvy (bivouac) bag, a sleeping bag. Anything in your, or

ideally, the patient's rucksack, can be used in an emergency situation.
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Swhichcanconfront ~

termia.(core body temperatufgfft@if g

too high), snake bite, lower limb

prains)which seem to be the most prevalent of the -
alkers. from all therclubs. One.of the most imp

jas thiat in an smergency situation we should wor
take from,24 {048 hours for specialised.help to

to'do the best we canforthe ¢ sualty.

ay (at
Wwe have
We werg very fortunate to have as ou medical instructor a doctor (Ken
Wilson) from Westmead hospital, who is @ very keen walker/ruck-sack "
sports "nut” (of the nicest kind), who demonstrated and refreshed our
knowledge of cardio-pulmonary resuscitation using a dummy/mannequin..
“Ken also told us about a climber from Uni of NSW ¢lub who was unfortunate.
enough to have a serious fall in the Blue Mountains recently and suffered a
fractured pelvis, fractured skyll and interhal bleeding in the brain, Despite
the fall oceurring very close toa roadway and assistance being ablg to be
called promptly, it still took: 10 hours from the time of the fall to the time that
the helicopterarrived to lift the climber out. By the way thie climber has fully:
recovered and has returnad to rock climbing (but now wears & helmet), . :
certainly a dedicated outdoor enthusiast. ' : S

Sunday saw us split up into parties of six and we were presented with a -
variety of situations which could occur on 2 walk and in which we had to

' assess the:situation and carry out the appropriate emergency responses. | .
t out on a search for a missing .
;on the right ankie, then we had

What an eventful walk we had, first we wen
walker, whom we found to have.a snake bit

a walker from-our group suffer a fractured upper fe! ur, followed by another
walker who had & compound fractured leg for whom we also had to
- improvise a stretcher, after recovering rapigly from this fracture, the same ;
. walker then coliapsed from hypothermia; after securing.the casualty we then
. hadamajor bushfire 10 contend with. = S P

& Allin &l an instructional weekend, nothing too healy, and an enjoyable way
o meet walkers from other clubs, If you have the time when the next "S & R"

weekend comes up, make the effort to attend, I'm gléd | did, although | hope
that | never need to use the skills | gained during this waekend. e

AR SR

Ge % 4% % % % oK

s et

FOR' SALE - * "ALICO Cross-Country Ski Boots. - iSize 41

' as mew $120 om0 v oo
CHRISTINE :AUSTIN 484 1519 "

contact.




AUSTRALIAN MADE

T T . Butter Concentrate .
o : T o Beef Jerky~ J.
WA~ | T [ Nsw
'* Wilderness Equipment Co .| *+ e Sleeping Bags.
Backpacks ‘ - ] J&H,Mont,
Goretex Clothing . |- . . . = " Romans |
;. Cycle Pannzers B . ¢ Rainwear
. : ‘ ACT ) Mont,J & H,

Ce —'—] Superior
L. Natzonal Maps ¢ Day Packs
. High Tops,
SA ‘ = ~ Summit Gear
- 0 Ross1 its '-\,__ e Bonwick Caving -
pEE e BY ers Baby CarrLers ) | Ladders
[ T _ s Holeproof
- Undies & Socks
‘ VIC : - o Trailblaz rHats
* Quigear v-¢ DB ,
_. . - DBackpacks Cdnyon bags
Accessories ’
Z-. ' ¢ Feathertop . T\\ﬂ
i Wool Shirts AS. ,
et ,' Giant Trees - ¢ Blundstone
-Driedmeals . .  Boois

- EASTWOOD
CAMPING
CENTRE
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THE MAY GENERAL MEETING

by Barry Wallace

There were around 15 members present when the President called the
meeting to ‘order. at around 2015. Apologies were received from Denise
Shaw,‘Margaret Sheens and Fran Holland. New members Alexander (Sasha)
thuak and Gerhard Ruhl were welcomed into membershlp 1n the usual way;

The Mlnutes of the .previous general meetlng were read and received
with no matters arlslng. Correspondence was comprised of letters from:—
The Total Env1ronment Centre. regarding a conference they plan to hold,
.an academic from Melbourne University who is seeking 1ndormat10n on tourist
use of the Victorian Alpine Park areas, the South Fast Forest Alliance
regarding. the. environmental challenge of trying to protect the remaining
remnants of our. old growth forests, ‘the Confederatlon regarding the possible
uses of free publicity, to promote awareness of the search and rescue
act1v1t1es, the . Sollc1tor acting on’ behalf of our insurer in the matter
of the damages.. clalm by Frances Drew advising that the matter has now been
deferred for hearing to February 1994 There was also light re11ef in the
form of promotional . materlal from an organlsatlon who offer a "mobile motel"'
serv1ce..‘ Come to think of it, next time a’ party is stranded on the wrong
side of the Kowmung durlng a flood, why don t we glve them a call?

The Treasurer adv1sed the’ meetlng that we earned income of $3,789,"
spent $862 and ‘closed with a balance of $4,368..

_The Walks Report was next, wtih David Rostron leading a party of 12 on
hls stroll in the ‘Wollongambe Wllderness over the weekend of 16,17,18 April.
~Saturday conditions were cloudy with misty rain and Dav1d experlenced some
navigational:"blips™ he called them. = Sunday. dellvered better conditons and
they all 'came out on time. Belinda McKenzie's ‘Bundeena to Otford walk did
not go ‘and -of the day walks — Zol Bodlay reported 17 on his Faulconbridge
to Yarramundi walk in fine conditions, Morag' s Faulconbrldge to Blaxland
walk had a perfectly gecod report somewhere in ‘the Walks Secretary's filing.
‘system, and Alan Mewett had 27 enjoying sunny conditions on his Wondabyne to
Wondabyne via Patonga -trip. - . -

'The -Anzac. weekend saw Oliver. €rawford cribbing an’ extra day to make up
a weekend from 22 to 26 April for ‘a traverse of the Wollongambe area. 'There
was a prevailing belief that the walk went, but there was no report. The
eight cyclists who went on Maurie Bloom.s Canberra cycllng trip from 23 to
26 April had a good trip and a good time, Kenn Clacher's 3-day walk in the’
Ettrema (Yalwal) area went, under the leadership of Carol Lubbers. The
Saturday was hot and scrubby but otherwise all was well for the 8 who attended.
Curiously enough they reported numerous wild dogs (not dingoes) -in the area.
Mark Weatherly had a Saturday day walk in the proposed Maroota National Park .
with 11 starters and reports of a good trip. Errol Sheedy led a party of
16 from Waterfall to Heathcote on the Sunday.in cool, cloudy cond1t10ns.
There was also some muttering about scrub along the way.

Greta James reported a beautiful tr1p for the 10 starters who went on
her Red Rocks walk over 31 April,l,2 May. There were some water problems
but such is the way of that area. - Ray Hookway s Batsch Camp to Yerranderie
and return trip, led by Ray Hookway and a. party of 5, saw exaggerated and
almost certainly unfounded concerns about the-state of Ray's health (careful
of the Coco—-pops, Ray) lead to a bypassing ‘of the climb to Yerranderie despite .
the good weather. (No! No!" Not the punitive damages anythlng but that'
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Well;‘almOSt'anythlng ) The only day walk that weekend, Alex Cimbleris's
Wentworth Falls to Scenic Railway trip saw the 16 starters led by that, by
now, habitual substitute leader chk Weston,

Wayne Steele s tr1p to Byangee Walls had 11 starters and a reversed
and truncated route. The weather was normal however, ‘with rain and fog.
Wayne reported that gettlng off the end of Byangee Walls in thick fog can
be a tlme—consumlng exercise. Ian Delrt's Kanangra walk did not go, with
7 intending starters and a fair degree of confusion. There were no details
of Greg Bridge's Megalong day walk, but someone suggested it may have been
led by chk Weston. Slmllarly there was no report on Wilf Hilder's stage.
6 of the great West Walk.  All of which brought the Walks Report to an -
1nconclu51ve conclu31on. At last report Maurie Bloom has Stlll not
written up hls Ta531e walk for the maga21ne. C'mon Mahrle, ‘c"mon.

Qonservatlon chort 1nformed us that a bLll proposed by the Natlonal
Party to the’ NSW Parliament would have had the effect of so restricting’
wilderness declaratlon proposals as to virtually eliminate them. It seems
the Independents managed to put paid to that one. Clover Moore has indic-
ated that she will  move an amendment to a National Parks Bill due to be
1ntroduced into.the NSW Parliament, to include the Gardens of Stone area.

A gold mine is proposed for the Sarah (?) River which flows on the boundary
of Gay Fawlks Natlonal Park, The ALP is to introduce-a bill to attempt

to protect the rare and endangered species in the South East Forests: area. -
This area.is believed to be home to 30 species in this category. Concerned_
citizens are urged to write to Fred Nile puttlng the case for such ‘

. provisions. -

“"Confederation- Reéport brought advice that the National Parks Association
have now decided t6 join ‘Confederation. -A group of 6 4WDs have been sighted
at the junction of the Wolgan River and Rocky. Creek. Concerns .continue.
about propesals to raise .the level of Warragamba dam. There-appears to be
a body of opinion within Federation in favour of holding talks with the
Sporting Shooters Association’ in order to determine whether there- exlsts a
common 1nterest between the two organlsatlons. :

General Business was thin on the ground, but there was a proposed
Mapping Instructional Aid for review. This is in the form of a2 self-test
procedure which takes learners through a series of exercises. If you wish.
to contribute contact your local Committee Member. It was eventually
resolved that they should consider it over the coming month. Committee
will alss deliberate on a proposal that we prepare a booklet for distribution
to prospective members incorporating the information to new members, first
aid, mapplng notes and potedtlally this instructional a1d.,

o ‘Members were also urged to complete and submit one of the Natlonal
Parks & Wildllfe Service questionnaires - on camping in the Royal- N. P
as the deadllne for subm1351on has been extended. b :

After'the”announcements*the meet1ng closed at 2125.
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(When bushwalkers travel . overseas either on-holiday or, for bu1ness they

" often manage to do their favourite thing - bushwalklng' In 1981/2 Bob

Duncan, a’ long—tlme Clyb member, was: stationed in. Colorado. The following
letter ~ published in the’ December 1982 issué of the magazine — gives some
interesting: information about walklng and climbing in the USA. . Having
re—read it recently, I thought newer Club members would also l1ke to
read it. 'KATH BROWN. ) ' \ . '

'OUR YEAR TN COLORADO

" © by Bob Dunmcan’

We have had a-fantastic year. ‘During the eight months of winter
Rosslyn and. the children became fanatlcal skiers, s0 that except for one:
.very good 4—day walk little walklng was done.  BGt? w1th the comlng of
summer they became equally fanatlcal walkers.w T

The walklng has changed dramatlcallv 51nce T was here 20 years. ago. .
Then one did one's own. route—flndlng and ‘almost never saw a track or anyone
else on the trip. Now unbellevable numbers walk so that to save the tundra

_from trampllng the authorities have put in tracks to above the tundra 1line

and impose severe penalties for leaving them. . It makes walking much less

*" challengifig, but theé mountains are still beautiful. The-animals which.
s were’ once 'so shy:now blatantly beg for titbits all along the .tracks.

The most spectacular ‘peak here which we can see from our bedroom
w1ndow, is Loag s Peak at 14,236 feet and .10,000: people:climb it each year'-
When I read this I couldn't believe it, but I did after we: -climbed it
ourselves and saw the mobs. Such crowds are dangerous because one of the
chutes which has to be climbed is very .steep and. narrow and displaced, rocks
fly down disconcertingly. Also, passing people going the other way on the
ledges is quite an acrobatic feat. Thirty—nine people have been killed in
the last ten years, though most of these have been on winter or technical
climbs, It is an 18-mile trek.(there and back) and 5,000 feet of actual
climb (ignoring ups an downs). there is only one non—technlcal route, and

" this year this was only open (i.é. snow-free) for about four weeks. It's

similar to Mount Anne but bigger and steeper. The altitude makes it a bit
more difficult too. We have climbed two higher peaks but Long's is

‘definitely the most exciting - it's easy to see why it is so popular.

‘The big problem in cl 1imbing here, which you don't get in Australla and
New Zealand ‘is lightning. In summer, thunderstorms build up virtually
‘every day by lunchtime and vicious ground strikes bang down on all sides.
In the USA 500 people a year-are killed by lightning and another 1,500
maimed. It is the next biggest cause of acc¢idental death and injury after

. road accidents. Furthermore a disproporticnate number of these deaths ‘and’

injuries occur in Colorado, and a disproportionate number of the Coloradan
" ‘deaths and’ 1n3ur1es occur to climbers.

Everyone is Justlflably terrlfled of lightning and our main concern,
when we go climbing is always to get to the top before the afternoon storms
build up. When we climbed Long's we were late in .starting (1 e. 7 am) and _
had to fight against & tidé of people coming' down the narrow chutes and
along the narrow ledges because a big black cloud had caused a panic mass
exodus’ from the top. Fortunately thig' cloud came to nothing but after we
reached ‘the top another cloud came over and chased us off. As we descended
"down the rock slabs three distant bangs caused me to fret, but then

. fortunately there were no more. The cloud produced planty of sleet but

no more lightning:.

SRR RN
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HAWA-a!AN VOLCANOES EXT!NCT AND ACTIVE

» by Maurlce Smlth

A F‘ETER MILLER SLIDE SHOW

Membsers of SBW are's truly amazing group of peopie wath a iove of walkmg and a strong
interest in Mother Nature's amazing and diverse handlwork The evening of 26 May, saw
members, who were fortunate to be able to attend the club-meeting, entranced by one
aspect of that handiwork with scenes of Hawaiian volcanoes WhiCh Peter Milier showed to
us by means or the "magic lantern” siide'show. * =~ °

A bush waikers’ paradise they are not, but rather they are great piaces for astronauts to be
trained in travelling over harsh lunar landscapes, with all the comforts of the flesh spots
close 1o hdnd (figuratively speaking, of course).  Peter was fortunate to.be a member of a
small group who visited many of the volcanoes of Hawaii as part of a geology tour of the
islands. -Peter explained how the islands in the chain had been formed by the earth's
tectonic p(ates movmg extrernely slowly aver crustal hot spots. :

, The harsh wateriess iandsoape of craters, omder cones, lava tubes, lava ﬁows and so on,
: _were a fascmatmg insight into how new land is formed and moulded by the climate, the
ocean and by-man. Among the slides shown were some of the recent eruptions, which
Peter was quick to admit were slides purchased in Hawalii, these slides showed the
spectacle of volcanic erupt;ons giving us a brief ghmpse at the processes which formed
sxgnn‘“ cant parts of the earth's surface."

Thanks Peter for sharmg your expenences with us.
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' NEW MEMBERS

o>
SRS

Please[edd,ohe”following,namee to youf‘List.ofiMembers:—

QBROOKS Donald - 3/94 Statlon Street Meadoewbank o Home.. " Business
, : : 2114 .. 807 1657 727 5622
LITUAK Alernder - ¢/~ U, NSW School of Mechanic¢al . - - '
: R Eng PO Bon 1 Kengington 2033 : ; 663 0755 697 4158~
‘RUHL Gerhard : 18 Towers St, Arncliffe 2205 - 567 4438 692 3755
UDHEENS Ms Margd +"8/1'Fernhurst Ave, Cremorne o : o ,
. : L 2090 _ © 953 7300 339 4111

1Y
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eConfederatlon of Bushwalklng Clubs - ROGAIN COMPETITION

27-28 JUNE' -
Do you chh to commence or expand your Bush Nav1gat10n skllls or
COMPETL ‘FOR THE SHILLD7'_ Help form a 4 person’ team. You have

the ch01ce of a 12 hour (day) or, 24 hour (overnight course)

Phone QPIRO HAJINAKITAS 681 4874 (H) and join the. SBW team.
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