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A TRAVERSE OF THE DENrSON, SPIRES . & 'KING WILLIAM lumcl-zs
FOURTEEN DAYS IN SOUTH WEST TASMANIA FEBRUARY 1993 -

by ian Wolfe

' The six of us rendezvoused at the Hobart YHA for the commencement of
the trip. After a last evening meal of fresh food and a few drinks at a
local pub we met the Invicta bus next morning for our journey into the
South-West. We took the Scott s Peak, Dam road and in due course were
dropped off at the start of the Tlmm s track north of Mount: Anne.

This well-formed track (an ex road) w1nds its way through myrtle rain—
forest before ‘debouching onto ‘the Florentine River crossing. ~ As.the river
was low and there were numerous logs there was no need to use the flying
fox fdr'the‘crossimg. . A small tiger snake:'on:the far bank posed the only:
opp081t10n '

We then joined the Rasselas Track for the Journey north, This is a
benched track: and. well graded, having been the main supply route for the. old
mining town of Adamsfield. Much of the route is composed of a corduroy
path of logs as it passes over the button grass plains. This provides good
views of the Thumbs, an imposing peak to the west. ‘ :

Camp that night was beside the Gordon river just below the Big Bend.
A swim in the early evening rounded off "an’ auspicious start to the trip.
On the. morrow, after crossing the Gordon via the flying fox, we continued
north up the Vale of Rasselas winding ocur way through tea tree, eucalypt
and button grass to.reach the old abandoned farm of Gordonvale situated in
a clearing in the raln—forest. The collapsed ruins of the farm bulldlngs
and some rusting machinery bore mute testament to what nust have been a
very isolated domicile surrounded by the w11derness.u

After contintiing along the plains we gradually: cllmbed up to the west
before leaving the valley via a ridge comprised. of glacial moraine. The
track broughr us to the magnificent locale of the Lake Rhona for afternoon
tea..  The lake nesﬂesnh.a great cirque of towering cliff faces.carved by
the ice eons ago. ' The tonglomerate has been weathered- and washed to: produce
a 400 m white quartz beach complete with sand” dunes (and ves, the ghost of
Lake Pedder does whistle in the wind). Needless to say, we were. soon
swimming in the lake and exploring .the surrounds before ret1r1ng for the
nlght. : B
The fo;lowrng day was ‘spent hav1ng a day trip traversing the southern
portion of the Denison Range. Diamond Lake and Surprise Lake.were. both .
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Visitedﬁand”proved5lovely
spots for lunch and swims.
Both. are the product of
glacial action and are
bounded'by_moraine-dykesf

‘' The Great Dome and Reid's
Peak were ‘ascended to enjoy .
" extended views in all directioms.
To the south past the Mount
Anne masSive we' followed the -
Jagged rim of the Arthurs to ,
pick out the fang of Federation Peak rearing agalnst the sky. " To the -

l south—west Lake Gordon's basins filled the vista whilst to the west the

Splres Range revealed our 1ntermed1ary destlnatlon. Far to the north
stretched the Klng W1111am Range (KWR) to mark the eventual termlnus of
our trek : . ; .

So there lald out before us im the clear mountain air, from one }
vantage point, was the totality of our 14 day sojourn. The trip was to
comprise 3 days of day trips, 8 full days and 3 half days of walking. In °
order to keep the weight. down we had limited ourselves to between 700 and
800 gms ‘of food per person per day. This ylelded total pack weights of
- between 20 and 25 kg per person dependant on total body ‘weight (you can
efficiently carry a maximum of a quarter to one third of your total body
mass dependant on fitness levels) By the use of tracks and‘'day trips
the walk had been structured to leave the off-track walking to the second
‘half of the trip when the pack weight had been con81derab1y reduced

A steep ascent from the c1rque next mornlng ‘had us on our way - for
the half day stage to the north Denisoms. This ' was a ‘classic Tassie
rldge walk in and: out of the’ gendarmes along the way. An’ ascent ‘of Bond's

Crag again provided extended views 'as well as a.
bird's eye view of the next campsite at Lake .
.Mallana. This was a beautiful little lake
~hanging on the edge of a h1gh plateau. “This
- included a very. scenic rim with a keyhole view
down -to. Lake Murray. far below. An afterncon of
lazy scrambllng around the rldges as well as an
exploration of the curious double moraine wall
‘of . Lake Wugata completed the day. ‘

The foll ow1ng mornlng brought mist for the:
“first time and obscured the descendlng ridge to -
"the west we.had to take to reach Lake Curly. So-
- out with the map and compass and down into the
fog we strode to.pick up the track through the
.~ densely wooded growth, We eventually debouched
‘onto the button grass and proceeded to traverse
. the.undulating country plcklng out the- ea51est
' routes through the Vegetatlon as. we went.

A long walk across Badger Flat and then through Curly Gap brought us
at last to Lake Curly. This is a’big" ‘lake set in a long valley with the
towering quartz walls of ‘Mount Curly as the southern. boundary. The small
quartz beach fronted some sheltered® camp*81tes in the sc0par1a and prov1ded
yet again an 1deal sw1mm1ng suot.. : :

‘ The weather changed overnlght to br1ng mist and llght rain next day.
This nearly led us to abort the planned day trip but fortunately we dec1ded
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. I i o : to take pot luck and to climb onto the

rim in any case. ~ Fortune smiled upon
. our optimism to produce a. tremendous day
- in flne weather. :

_“-Flrst Conical Mountain was climbed

_to enjoy the breathtaking views. Then

Shining Mouritain seduced us down into the’

adjoining ;saddle to gain the .summit.’ -This

provided close range views for the first.

time of the-Spires from the Southern Cone
- through the White Pyramld The Camel, The
- Flame and onto the H1gh Rocky Innes.

Then 1t was around the rim to cllmb up a steep gully to Mount Curly :

itself. Quartz 1s 1ovely rock to c11mb on as its abrasiveness gives great
traction and we. certainly needed it as we climbed along the extended knife
edge on top of this fantastic: peak. A marvellous day trip was concluded

later thdt night: w1th the. full moon’ bathlng the lake and Mount Curly in its
maglcal glow..A' ‘ ‘ N ) ,

i

¢ .On the morrow we ascended Perambulator R1dge, 51dled past Wlndy Lake’
before descending. the ridges to Reverend Creek for lunch. Camp was made
here and a half rest day declared Another ‘day trip followed next day.
First .up Reverend Creek to attain a convenient moraine ‘ridge. complete w1th
a very nicé track, to cllmb up to the Splres Range.

To reward .our : labour was a lovely llttle lake.called "The Font".
Belng Sunday we all dutlfully stripped off and re-christened -ourselves.
The Font has hanging over it a great towering cliff. This is comprised of
" a cross..section;of folded sedlmentatlon layers placed on the vertical by
some~gargantuan_ process in the past. ' As part of the sedimentation is a -
deep. orange . colour whllst the rest is a light grey the extremely apt name
of "The-Flame" has . been applled to thlS peak.

An, ascent via a gully and some steep scrambling enabled us’ to attain
the summ1t.._ ThlS provided great views in all d1rect10ns. To the south-
west was., the 11ne of our approach march marked by the Denlsons and Mount .
Curly.,; To the north—east our future route down the Gell River to the f
King W1lllam Range (KWR) ‘whilst to the north-west stretched ‘out the wild
valley of the Denison River with the Jagged Prince of Wales Range beyond ;
Further to the north the great quartz. monollth of  Frenchmans Cap completed
the panorama. = The only adverse p01nt was that the wind was” trying its:

' hardest to blow us off the range‘ - This" cancelled our planned mini-traverse
cf the Splres and we sought solace in another 1mmers1on in the Font.

This day 1n effect marked the apogee of our trip and henceforth we
wvere. ‘walk1ng out

ks xaak . TO BE CONTINUED
CEEEEE R xS
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THE BLUE PLASTIC MAN

by Morag Ryder

He is the greatest traveller, Australia’s ever seen

No matter where you go, he's already been

From Jagungal to Guougang e and out to Mount Pritchard ‘
At Cary's Peak and Gingra Creek he s left his calling card
Little bits of - .

Blue Plastic -

From Deadhorse Gep to Frehchﬁans Cap énd on‘the Crosscut Saw
On Ti- Wllla ‘0or Mother Woila and even. Mount Baw Baw
_>When you're standing up on Tyan Pic or on The Viking h1gh

All scattered on the ground, you 11 see the ‘evidence lie -
Little bits of - : , :

Blue Plastic -

ced

"he must be ‘getting tattered now. all the blts he's left behlnd
: Hun; on every twig ‘and bush, but he doesn"t seem to mind
- 'For.still he travels. everywhere, up every hill and creek.
‘Down the great Shoalhaven, or on Yerranderie Peak
Leaving little bits of -~
Blue Plastlc o :

One day we'll travel to the moon, explore the craters there
Bianchini, Piccolomini and Copernlcus so fair

He'll still be..just ahead of you, wherever you may turn

No footprints in the dust, but you'll know he's been and gone
By the little bits of = : '

BLUE PLASTIC. :

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 1993

The follow1ng annual subscrlptlons were. decided at the Annual General
Meetlng held ‘on’ Wednesday, 10th March 1993

"i81ugle Member b S T $30
Household ,;:"‘ T _ N 1‘48
,Non—actlve Member S .»;” 0.
Non—active Member plus Maga21ne 21

:Maga21ne subscrlptlon only -," ) 12_

Your subscrlptlon is now due and should be pald as ‘soon as p0551ble to
The Treasurer, The Sydney Bush-Walkers Inc, Box 4476 GPO,. Sydney 2001.
Please send a. cheque-or a bank cheque, NOT‘money order .as these cannot
be paid into the Club's bank dccount. .-

B R S R
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COX'S RIVER REDISCOVERED

by Tom- Wenman

_(f&abi puﬁéléhed in the SBU magaz&ne in ﬂecem&ea 1982, it 44

timely to re- pamni this stony in this Aprild issue as the
Confederation. of Walking CLubs 4is planndng a 45¢h Anntveaéaay

" observance of the unveiling at SPLENDOUR ROCK of a plaque in -

nemonry of those fLormen fushwalkens whg did not netuan’ from ‘

active senvice in Wonld War 2. The Conﬂedeaailon gaiheﬂlng is Lo
be. held on Apnil 24/25 to mank Anzac Day.

In his Atoag Tom enthuses ovenr the view [nom Splendour Rock,

and it does command a vasit panorama of the mountains and valleys
which wene the binthplace and nurserny of Lhe Lush waﬁklng
movement . in the Sydney negion. * This was the reason Lon iits
selection as the site of the memorial plague, which was unveiled:
at @ cenemony attendeéd by monre than 740 walkerns on Anzac Day

7948 - Jim Brown)

Bill Capon's walk beginning at Carlon's Farm and follow1ng the trad1t10nal
route via the Blackhorse Range, Mob's Soak .and Splendour Rock to the Cox, ‘
and back via Breakfast Creek, seemed: the ideal way to resume bushwalking after
an enforced ‘absence of several months... .So it was, with some pleasurable
anticipation of the delight of re—acquaintance w1th that ‘wonderful area which
.starts with the hills runnlng down to:the Cox Rlver, thatI JOlned his walk,

_ The start is certainly easy of access; with the prelude of a pleasant
~and fast early Saturday morning drive to Carlon's Farm, which on this occasion,

in view of the inclement weather during the precedlng week, enabled: me to
make a falrly 1ate dec1s1on to- go. ; ! :

Some eleven walkers JOlned Bill and we set off through Carlon s. Farm .
for the descent via Carlon's Creek:to’ Breakfast Creek and the foot of the
Blackhorse Range. -. On the’ way clematis'in profu51on and heavy with small
white flowers prov1ded a happy contrast to the nettles in the creek. The
climb up the Blackhorse Range certainly blows the cobwebs out of the system
and ‘at the same time gives some dellghtful glimpses of Carlon's Head on the
one side, and the ranges towards and beyond the Cox on the other. The
boronias were quite dellghtful towards the summit of the range and subsequ-
ently, after some rest and recuparation for blown lungs ‘and tired limbs,
the summit ridge provided a variety of bush flowers; yellow pea, w1ld iris
and creek rose amongst many which.: T’ could not name.

Mob's -Soak cave always prov1des water and a salutary reminder of the
messiness -of humans, ‘and it ran true- to form on this occasion, with, surpr1s—
ingly, somewhat less water than mlght otherw1se ‘have been expected

Splendour Rock fulfllled its de31gnat10n with unsurpassed views of all
that beautiful country to the west, which bushwalkers hold so dear. Cloud-
maker reigned supreme’ over the nearer ranges, whilst thé distant r1dges and
features of the Blue Breaks reminded experlenced walkers. of past trips and.
provided newer recru1ts w1th some 1dea of the wonderful country to be
explored : :

- A personal delightuis always-the’Views which are afforded‘of the Cox's
.River from somewhere near the top of Yellow Pup. The final plunge down to
. the river is:a last test of knees and thighs, duly rewarded by the smooth
grassy bahks of.ithe river “hereabouts. ~We were surprised to see the small -
forest of -casuarinas, about -six ‘feet- high, which covered the once bare
stoney beach which ran down to the r1ver. s



‘“]eader who, after- a refreshlng bathe, neatly groomed and casually dressed
' zﬂgproduced glass, bottle (of claret) and candle and thus dined
is c¢hosen companlon, : Wine in fact flourlshed An. several directions
s followed. by{sevenal ports: whlch were passed,'ound A dellghtful

eV rarm “the promise of" summer and pleasant conservatlon around

a well prepared fire.

SomD sllght but p]easantly ineffectual. rain durlng the n1ght was nice .
- to hear on the tent. . , ‘2

Bill Gamble, whe had joined us in the course of Saturday, confused the
party by a rather early start on Sunday morning for his return to Katoomba.
The rest were somewhat relieved to find that the leader had a more leisurely
program which saw us eventually depart around 9 o clock

The w1nd had got up a bit during the night and continued in gusts to
stir the casuarinas with a soft whistle through the pine needles. ' These
16fty trees are -so much a part of the Cox. River, and they suffer so terribly
from undermined roots. Some clouds boasted rain which however in the event
‘fell fleetingly and without much purpose. After the initial feet wetting
ceremony, crossing the Cox was not much of a problem - the banks were clean
and well grass—covered and provided good walking. There was great evidence
of young casuarlna growth all along the river. o

No other parties were encountered save some desperate remnants of the
VIIth Cavalry, who, after viewing us from across the river, ‘apparently
decided we were not hostile and passed among us, throwing the odd shoe.

We stopped for lunch shortly after one on one of the pleasantly grassy
areas borderlng the river in warm sunshine, but w1th a gusty w1nd wh1ch
lowered the temperature a little. ‘

The Cox presents a number ‘of different aspects along 1ts course,‘

5"‘tumb11ng rapids, smooth broad reaches of gliding water, shallow sandy runs,

variously contained by sharp rocky cliffs with fig trees' tortuous roots
,cllng1ng to rocky ledges and crevices, towering. ridges rising forbiddingly
‘from bends in the river, at times park-like areas with tall casuarinas and
gums spac1ously placed. K C

It's always somethlng of a surprlse to eventually encounter the pile
"of dry stones which mark the entry of Breakfast Creek into the Cox. Indeed.
the creek itself provides a ruggedness wh1ch is belied by its common
association, wrndlng thréugh some steep gorges.

The’ party became somewhat spread out. at this stage and the galloplng
leaders disappeared ahead. A1l was ‘redeéemed. however when rounding a bend
in the creek the main party was greeted with ready boiling billies and

freshly made tea.

The flnal ascent from Carlon's Creek prov1ded a f1tt1ng end to the walk
: with bell birds, crimson rosellas and king parrots providing a colourful,
“ -noisy and at tlmes melodlous dlstractlon from the tired bodles and achlng
llmbs. g o

TRk e
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
S by Barry Wallace

There were 36 members present at the meetlng, and the mob out in the
kltchen, when the President called it all to order and got things underway
at around 201z. Apologies were received from a host, the names of which
were too many. for your humble scribe. New members Brett Arnold and Bob
Horder were welcomed into membership. Bob, it should be noted, became a
‘member some moons ago but has been unable to attend a meeting unt1l now.,

‘The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meetlng (1992) were read
and ‘received with no matters arising. Correspondence ‘was comprised of
l1tt1e save c1r¢alars and: advertlsements. ;

- The Annual ‘Report was taken as read and accepted with no matters
arising. The Annual Financial Statement as audited was taken as read.
The Treasurer presented a budget estimate for 1993 and answered a few
questions-in this connection.

A motion was passed ‘to: determlne the Annual Subscrlptlons for 1993.

. The ‘election of Offlce Bearers for the comlng year then commenced and
the results were p"bllshed in the March magazine..

The Treasurer's monthly Report lndlcated that we recelved income of
$3 388, spent $1,325 and closed with a balance of $4 014, :

‘The Walks Report began at the weekend of 12,13,14 February w1th Greta
. James reporting a party of 12 plus 1 superstitious individual on her
'Constance Gotge trip.. .lan Debert's Newport to-Dee Why trip saw a party .

enjoying- the s 1mm1ng along the way om an.overcast and warm day. ” ,
» were even more at the barbecue that. followed ‘but we don t -have thel
res.  Greg Brldge had 18 on his walk’ in the Grose Vale area, enjoying.
fine weather conditions. Wilf Hilder .had 9 on Stage 3 of the Great
Western Walk, and there was no report for Peter Christian's Looking Glass -
Canyon trip.. Perhaps they paused for a moment of narcissistic reflect1on
and are there yet, :

Kenn Clacher reported a good time for the party of 5 who attended his
Kanangra Walls abseiling trip over the weekend of 19,20,21 February, but
Morrie ‘Ward, leadlng a party of 17 in the same area, reported that the
Saturday overnloht rain persisted into Sunday and forced a truncation of
the intended route to avoid the slippery rocks in the bed of Christy's
Creek. = Of the day walks, Errol Sheedy had the .arty of 8 on his Waterfall
to Heathcote trip trudging through the showers and taking teas and lunch
" under overhangs to avoid the wet. - Alan Mewett and his party of 24

sweltered through the mud and intermittent showers in Patonga Creek under -
- a woolly cloud blanket.

The weekend of 27,28,28 February saw Greg Brldge cancel hlS Morton'
National Park base camp weekend trip, and Tom Wenman postponed his Cox s
River day walk. Peter Miller's ladies only mapping 1nstruct10nal 1n
Kanuka. Brook went to program with a school of 5.

Wayne Steel was out there d01ng it agaln over the weekend of 5 6 7
March with a trip in the Budawangs. The party of" 13 enjoyed ‘what: Wayne
described as .2 good hard walk, with raln.v There were tales of Wayne hav1ng
a damp night up on top of Mount Tarn, having been lured there by an early
evening spell of fine moonlit conditions. Ian Debert's team of 9 were
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joined in their passage down the Six Foot Track. to the river by some 300
marathon runners. - They could stand the dust, and the haze of liniment, for .
Saturday morning but the rain on Sunday drove them home earlier than
scheduled. There was no report -of Peter Christian's. Davies Canyon trip,
but the other .day walks were conducted in overcast -but fine weather with
Zol Bodlay reporting 9 starters for his Faulconbridge to Blaxland walk, and
Briap Holden 'biking" it with a.party of 7 around Picton and The Oaks for a
pleasant :day. despite the fact that most of the route lay along main roads_
rather:: than the byways.

Conservatlon Report was next, wtlh news that the Road Transport
Authority has responded to Alex's 1etter re pollutlon of the Nattai, pointing
out that there is no turbidity enterlng the Nattai River from the sediment~—
ation control ,works installed around the M1Lta°0ng bypass roadworks. It
seems that a, New Areas Bill drafted in part by the National Parks Association

" will be presented to State Parliament in the near’ future. JIndications, are
that the government will effectively give the green llght to mlnlng which
‘will dlsrupt the Mount Airly area. .

‘ Detalled Confederatlon Notes' appeared in last month's maga21ne, so we.
will not attempt to cover’ those matters here. 3.~“-' . ,f

General Business brought selectlon of the venue for and timing of the
Re-union. Coolana —~ 23/24 October. It also saw passage of a motion wh1ch
will cause these matters to ‘be’ determlned at the half-yearly general meeting
in future. After 'the announcements ‘and a serles of thank—you messages S
from the chalr the meetlng closed at 2146 -

R S *'*.*‘%

Leave the traffic, telephones and stress of the c1ty behmd ]oln us on one of our two longest Kakadu
wilderness expedmons Swim mbeauhfulpools by: day, relaxarounda campﬁre atnight and wakeup
totthe call:of the birds. -

Kakadu ercle No. 2 May 9 30 .
Thisextended version of our Kakadu Circle trip allows us tospend twonightsatanumber of camp 51tes
50 thatwe can take a full day to explore nearby Aborlvmal artsites. People w1th0ut astronginterestin  § -
abor 1g1na1 artcan use the extra time rorbxrd w atchmg or just relaxmg and en]oymg thewilderness.”

St Kakadu Super Clrcle No. 2: ]une 12- July 4

Ourlongest Kakadu trip . Itcombines thebest features of our Kakadu Clrcleand Twm toJim Jim Clrcle

routes. Youseeavariety oflandscapesand abongmal artsites. Despite the distance, there s always time
-S w A L I{ for a swim in one of the numerous pools which line the route.

(] %, Both trlps fnush with a sunset wetlands cruise at Yellow
- Watersand anight at Cooinda: Both allow you to
. B make flight connections on the final day

]/VILLIS 'S WALKAB ours
12 Carrington:Street Millner NT 0810
Phone (089) 85 2134 Fax: (089) 85 2355

Myﬂamll—'lgure:nazrtmealIs‘ |
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ALL -YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT BUSHWALKING
' by Paul Sharp

(Flrsf publlshed February 1985)

I set.out below, from my vast experlence of bushwalklng, a few 81mple facts
that-will surely help the less experienced, the blind, and the lame, more:
fully to enjoy that most sp1r1tua1 and’ upllftlng of all men s (sorry, dears,
pergong) activities. .

75% of all Journeys, in elther d1rect10n, are . UP h111

1

2 “However much you eat from it, the pack gets heav1er rather than 11ghter.
3. The map is wrong. ' '
4

There is (always) a magnetlc anomaly (maybe 1ronstone) in the area
that causes the compass to be misleading.

5.7 The last pair of boots was more comfotable.

) The Jjob of the leader is to be way out in front, to prove that he 1s‘
the leader.

7. The best camplng spot is a llttle further on.

" Halfway through the Journey back it is only about five mlnutes to
the cars" :

9;L An ‘easy descent to, cr0331ng of and ascent from Plgeon House Gorge
" _ ex1sts ~and is easy to flnd.

10: The "Beers for bushwalkers Assoc1at10n actually exists..
11. Women are better walkers than men. ‘ '

.12, . Tt's only now ‘that this heavy storm has set in that the tent has
suddenly sprung a leak

13. It doesn't matter if -you can't find the exact ridge where the trall‘
) is indicated. One rldge is as good as another.

4. - My boots are waterproof

15. Leeches won'f attack you 1f you are smoklng

16. Lung cancer is good for you

17, Waternrool matches are.‘ _

18.° - It's easy to llght a f1re in the heav1est raln

19, Thepassused to. be here last time I came.

20. Men are better walkers than women.

21, Bushwalking is relaxing, and good for you.

22, Dot is an orthodox conservatlve

23. Inflatable mattresses are Just as good when they are punctured
24, I like walklng in this heavy fog - it's a good test of nav1gat10n.
- 25. A competent bushwalker can always f1nd hls way. from the sun

' 26.  "The bush is: not .2 rubbish dump .

27. . This rlver never floods.

28.. Vembers of S. B.W. don' t -get lost

O ¥ ¥ X % ¥ ¥
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CONFEDERATION OF BUSHWALKING CLUBS N.S.W..
:  MEETING “~'MARCH 93

'h;byﬁdln Callaway

R A L ‘
N.P.W.S. Blue Mountains advisory Committee - 'Confederatlon had made a

- nomination for this Committee to“the Minister for the Environment. The
nominee was not app01nted to this Commlttee.f The Confederation had sent
a letter fo the Minister questlonlng that there was no bushwalklng repres— -
éntative on this Committee. The Minister replied that -he considers . that -
‘there is bushwalking representation as there is a member of Central West
N.P.A. and there are other members who have been walks, leaders '

IBEEEQEQQ - Confederatlon would 11ke toknow from each member club the
‘importance of cycllng in each club's activities so that cycllng could be
added as an act1v1ty in Confederatlon s Insurance Policy. :

hepean;Bushwalklng & Outdgor Club -~ Thls club has been accepted as a
member club of the Confederation.’

~ Treasurer's Report - Business arising.' N.P;A.‘iS'now'a finanCialfmember'
“of the Confederation. o : '

Search & Rescue - The meetlno approved the purchase of a photocop1er ($810)
and punches (30 @ $6.50 each) for the Rogalnlng event.

Concrete Sleeper Plant  — Ametex & Rocklea have - plans for a factory at’
,Wlllowvale in the headwaters of the Nattai River. '

‘Hacklng River' Catchment Committee = Bob Cavill (Sutherland) was nom1nated
by Confederation, and the Minister for the Environment had appointed Bob to
this Committee last year, but there has not been a meeting of this Committee.
A request was made that the Secretary wrlte to the Minister asklng "If th1s :
Committee is ever g01ng to functlon . . S o

Tracks & Access - ‘Maurice Smith ’Sutherland) was app01nted as 1~he new
Tracks & Access Officer. :

. Blue Mountalns Communlty Workshop - From the last workshop held at the
District Office N.P.W.S. the_"Frlends of Blue Gum" was formed.

Varney Bridge = 'Royal Natlonal Park - This bridge is the wooden brldge
across the Hacking River at Audley upstream from the ¢concrete causeway. It
is intended to remew the wooden decking on this bridge between April and
October. = This work will stop a crossing of the Hacklng upstream of the
Kangaroo Creek Junctlon at Audley. : :

Anzac Day Service - Confederatlon is holdlng a serV1ce at SPLENDOUR ROCK
Those who are unable to walk in :the.full distance are requested to meet. at
Megalong Crossing at 10.30 hours so that arrangements can be made for
transport to Medlow Gap. : A

* % X ¥ % %
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NEW NATIONAL PARKS

'by Alex Colley

ine Natlonal Parks and Wildlife (New Areas and Miscellaneous -
Prov1s10ns) Bill,. prepared by the National Parks Association.and moved
by Dr. Nacdonald, is now before State Parliament. It .seeks to create
some of the 20 parks promlsed by the ALP at the 1987 election and requires
. the National Parks and Wildlife Service to 1nvest1gate some of the
- “Association's proposals. The legislation would protéct many of the last
refuges of blodlver51ty and endangered spec1es, such as Ben Hall's Gap.
-In view of Australia's signature of the UN Biodiversity Convention, which.
commits us to establish and manage components of biological diversity,
and the State's signature of the National Forest Policy, which commits
‘NSW to preserve forests and w1lderness Wlth conservatlon values, the
Bill should be passed

What ‘remains unmlned of the. "Gardens of Stone" (headwaters of the "
‘Wolgan and Capertee Rivers) is included in the Bill as an area for invest-
igation. - The: Colong Foundation .is seeking an ‘amendment which would create

a-"Gardens of ‘Stone" park, con31st1ng of a section:extending from Mount
.GenOWlan, through ‘the Pantoney's Crown Nature Resserve and along -the
- Capertee-Wolgan divide to Wollemi National Park. - If accepted ‘it will
ensure that this remnant of the scenic "pagoda" country-is preserved
from the -depredations of' the ‘miners. I

CDVANGE NOTICE . - . ©  LEADER: PETER CHRISTIAN =~
| 4761312

SOUTH AMERICAN ODYSSEY |
APPROX DEC '93 - JAN '94..

A COMPREHENSIVE JOURNEY WITH AN EXTENSIVE ITINERARY. IN CONJUNCTION ‘
WITH RUSSELL WILLIS OF WILLIS 'S WALKABOUTS WHO HAS CONSIDERABLE EXPERTISE.
AND LOCA' KNOWLEDGE OF THIS AREA..PLUS FLUENCY IN SPANISH. '

NOTE:" THIS TRIP WILL APPROX_ 20- 25/ CHEAPER THAN OTHER SIMILAR 1
. COMMERCIALLY OPERATED VENTURES
DURATION: MINIMUM &5 WEEKS.
MAXIMUM 5% WEEKS.
CONTACT TIME: = PLEASE RING ony BEFORE. MAY 20 (8 - 9 30 PM)

. OR BETWEEN JUNE 15 - 21 v
~ OR SHORT LETTER_BY,JUNE 21.
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WET~WEATHER3wALKiNéVT

by Morag Ryder
In the Annual Report the Walks Secretary,_B1ll Holland, Commented that
recently, walkers have cancelled weekend walks ‘if the weather looked like
ra1n o . : - ; :

In’ tlmes past walkers went out, no matter what the weather. : Despite

having only, cape—grouncsheeLs or oiled japara rain Jackets.. Their shelters -

were tlv sheets, or a prized Golden Tan Japara tent.

Now we have all manner of breathable waterproof fab ics, framed tents w1th
seam-sealed tub floors - and st1ll ‘the walkers cancel' :

;Haye we all become a nation of wimps - so sugary ‘sweet that we mlght
- dissolve in the wet7 Or could it be that all the sales—talk hasn't quite

- cenvinced us of the effectlveness of these hlgh prlced hlgh tech good1es9

Prov1ded your gear does. keep you dry, walklng in the wet can- be exc1t1ng.
Everythjlng becomes more adventurous; and how the adrenalin flows! Creeks
~become a challenge nav1gat10n more critical, and a. 51mple rock scramble
makes . .you feel pos1t1vely 1ntrep1d : : ‘

" One of the most enJoyable walks I can remember, was down Bonnum P1c Creek

: when it poured all weekend. Perhaps the rain made us all slightly mad,

but I have never heard so many jokes .and storles, or laughed so much on any
other walk. And yes, we DID have fires. - We built them under an awning,
until they were so big not even the rain could extlngulsh them. '

Wilderness seems wllder_and more dramatlc in the wet. The flare and
crackle of lightning over Clyde River; rain and wind driving me up Gordon
Smith Pass with low cloud. boiling up from Kanangra Gorge, like a w1tches
cauldron. - Of these-things are great memories made - I've enjoyed all the
wet walks I've done, both with the club and by myself. ' : '

Let the wimps stay at home and cringe; they'll néver know what they have .
missed. The melodrama of a thunderstorm over Burragorang, the magic of a
rainbow over Pigeon ‘House. ~And ah, the bllSS of dry shoes and socks when
you get back to the cars!!

Keep‘walking.,ﬂ,a,u,

COARRRRRRER

SOCIAL NOTES FOR MAY

19 May - »"Top End" slides = Joy Hynes & Margaret vaen
26 May - Hawallan Slldes - Peter Mlller

DINNER before meeting 19th May at Thai Restaurant (upstalrs)
'.1n Fltzroy Street 'a few doors from the club



