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Leader - Geoff MacIntosh

Party. Sev- Sternhell Carol Lubbers, Burt Carter, Bob Milne Er1ca Gray,.
Vlnce Smlth Loulse Bulmer ‘& Morag Ryder ' : SO0

Oh;, do you really g ' Friday‘September~20th‘ lopm '
thlnk fts windy?.... - -

The headltghts of Sev's car swept the Glen Dav1s
camping ground, illuminating . cars and several
‘tents. "We must be the last", said Sev, and
'spreadlng our sleeping bags in the statlon wagon,
1 we were asleep almost 1mmediately o

.Saturday let

We left our cars behind the tourist information
~ centre and spent the next hour and a half wander--
'dn up Pipeline Pass- in hot morning sunshine.
Sev. .was. out of ‘practice - and - complained - about
_cramps in his legs. Once on top, we made our
way through the flowering bushes: to a nice -rock-

shelf which was mornlng tea stop.’

From here it was left, right up, down and . round
" about; with lots of ‘tricky nav1gat10n through
the jumble .of tors: and crevices which form the
landscape in that . : o -
part of the woid. R
Shortly after having oY g
lunch and collect~
‘ing  water  for our
| .dry camp, . the 1nter—
B estlng part began. = Lo

Come oOn now -
7 there-arejglenty
= of footholds ‘

To reach our . campsrte near Glen Dav1s trlg, we'
had to climb a narrow ridge which’ rapidly became
a rocky crest, about a metre w1de.,What made this
little scramble interesting was the cross wind,
which was now gusting to about Force 9, bendlng

the trees almost double. We cautlously inched
“our way up the crest, while the wind did its best
‘to snatch us away. . Next came a 1long, smooth ,

_ steeply sloping rock face, over—looking a deep
~drop to . the valley ‘below. The bold and nimble
~organised a hand line, which we lesser ‘mortals.
used to scramble up,. while the wind playfully tried
to sweep us off the mountain, ‘

_ After a short adrenalin-subsidance break we turned
our backs to the wind a followed Geoff to our camp
“in a little trée-filled hollow. It was fun ‘to sit-

- there, - sheltered by rock’ walls, and watch the

- sunset clouds whisking overhead. "They brought
us only two sprinkles of rain that nlght, hardly
enough to.wet our flysheets. ~
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- .boulders of Freshwater Creek., A leisurely lunch

. | Sunday 22nd
-Does anyone have . @,« o coe , R - S
1-a suspension brldge \g{} Fine, warm and calm. Away we went, mostly downhill,

| in thelr pack? trotting along great rockshelves which ran 1like

S ™~ /| highways across ‘the. -eroded rldgewtops. The sun
shone, the flowers bloomed, the birds chattered
and. s6 did we. A deep valley ahead brought us
and conversation,to a halt. There should have been
a saddle to take us across, but there was not.

| We continued along, trying to recondileﬁ the map
.w1th the landscape. Down a dip, up ‘a hump, the-
trees diminished and the. unmlstakable peak of Glen.
- Davis Trlg appeared :

_Wlth thls 1nd1sputable marker for a bearlng, we
| did a smart left turn and walked across the missing
.| saddle.  Morning tea was called and we had 3600
o _v1ews whlle sunbaklng on the rocks :

"The sun blazed down as we made our way along what

.“seemed. an endless ridge to Freshwater Creek. Never
did a name seem SO tantalising. With water bottles

" almost empty and the temperature rising every -
minute, fresh water was Just what we needed

: g;§, A steep and sudden drop signalled the end of our

F”*L;; ' U ridge and a rocky chasm indlcated Freshwater Creek
.o .\_ ~ down - about 100 . . —
o metres vertlcal _ N
'We proceeded sidle - down a bit; .sidle - down l)b" We might have to
a bit. The bushes became thicker and ‘scratchier. | _.;S resort to high-'

"There should be a. gully Just here muttered Geof£,

And there was, all misty green with moss and '
~ reasonably .slippery. - But there below was our
_ reward, a small flow of clear water between the.

was declared, more sunbaking and much tea drinking,
.Shadows in the gully grew longer and we rockhopped
- -down: until halted by a lnagnificent waterfall -
~ abseiling quallty ' : .

Thankfully, Geoff ‘decided to sidle the rldge,
- so the cool creek was abandoned and we were back
in the hot and prlckly scrub. Little rock faces
“gave us additional exercise and the scrub prov1ded
quite a few spllnters

A flnal drop down the nose into the tail end of
Freshwater Creek - and we were. in the valley,
with nothing to do except stroll along the fire-
trail and decide.where we would stop for dinnmer,
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A BUSHWALK IN BORNEO
" BY MORIE WARD |

As anyone who has been on one of my walks would know I have a specral interest in orcluds, ferns and
- rainforests. When I read a magazine article on a national park in Borneo said to contain over one thousand five
. hundred different’ specres of orchids and more-plant species than any other place on earth it certamly aroused

- my mterest

'That was in 1983 and since that time I c011ected as much mformatxon as] could on the park and the more T read :
the miore fascinated I became. Known as Kinabalu Park, it contains the highest mountain in South East Asia
and goes in elevation from about 400 metres (o over 4,100 metres. Steamy jungle covers most of the lower

- slopes and is home to the world's largest flower, the Raflesia, which has a single flower up to one metre in -
diameter. Apart from the wide range of plant life the 78,000 hectare park was said to: contain many fascinating

‘,ammals including,.orang utans, clouded leopards, loris, tarsiers, bearded: pigs and even two species of flying

snakes. Also, . fourd that apart from the Amazon basin, Borneo has the largest area of unlogged tropical
ramforest in the world and in the northern State of Sabah, where Kinabalt Park is located tlgers and rhino strll .

©- roam: parts of the southern area of that state whlch is largely unmapped and unexplored.” : :

- Kmabalu Park .15 only mnety krlometres by road- from the’ port city of. Kota Kinabalu, which is the largest. crty in -
: Sabah with'a; populanon of around 250,000. Last. Christmas (1990); after a short business trip to Hong Kong
.with lots of shopping to keep Jenny happy, we flew into Kota Kinabalu to stay at Tanjung Aru Beach Resort, &
"vshort distance out from town and on the edge of Tunku Abdul Rahman. National Park. The resort itself was a
' {beautrful place and Tunku Abdul Rahman Park consnstcd of five jungle clad 1slands, surrounded by coral reefs,
,w1th an hourly shullle boat service from the resort. .

We spent the ﬂrst few days lazing around snorkelmg and explormg these rslands and went to another park at
_.Seprlok for a. day trip, where we saw about twenty orang utans while wandering along jungle trails, However,
_every morning at ‘breakfast the peaks of Mount Kinabalu could be secn towering above the clouds and seemed
. to attract me like a magnet. Alfter a day exploring the trails around the headquarters of Kinabalu Park I made
arrangements to- climb the summit. Like- many things in Sabah the climb was shrouded in red tape. I had to
book overnight accomodation at one of five mountain huts located at elevations of 11,000 to 12,500 feet, pay a
~ climbing fee, hire a compulsory guide for a minimum of two days, obtain a park entry permit and finally pay a
" documentation fee. There were also a list of optional extras such as the hire of a sleeping bag at the hut where -
~ despite being almost on the equator it can get down to zero degrees. However, the total cost of all thrs was less
. ‘than fi fty dollars, Austrahan and the people were very friendly. ‘ : :
'Monday, the day of my walk came and- after an early breakfast and a short taxi ride 1 amved in Kota Kmabalu-_
-in time to catch tHe 7.00 am local bus to the park. After several false starts we finally got under way about 7.30
and arrived at the Park headquarters, at an elevation of 1,500 metres-at 9.30 am. After signing a book and filling
in:my life history, T had to pay dnother $1.00 fee and was thén able.to collect my guide. His name was Dapit,
-Sarabun and although his English was not the best, he seemed to have a good knowledge of the park's plant life,
~ which was what I had requested. We; then caught a mini bus, along w:th three other walkers, to save a six
kilometre road bash to the start of the summit track. x T

‘ As we climbed out of the bus shortly before 10. 00 am 1.was somewhat stunned to see-a party of about forty
; Japanese picking up their packs and startmg off on the track. When'we finally got going it was like Pitt Street as
ithe track went downhill into a gully, so we stopped for a while and- explored the jungle-around a nearby
+waterfall. Although the témperature was cooler than on the coast, it was quite stéamy and the ramforest very
lush. Tree trunks were covered with orchids and we found a patch of * shpper orchids in flower on the ground
{There was also splashes of colour from the rhododendrons that varied in colour from dark red through several
“shades of orange and pink to white. A grant moss also grew in great profusxon here and reached a height of
almost a metre (Dawsonia).

As we moved on, the track was lined w:th beg,omas and pitcher ‘plants and further back in the forest, tree ferns
were also common. Soon we were climbing up ‘a serics of steps formed by tree roots and by the time we had
" reached the first trail shelter and lookout at 1 ,900 metres, the traffic had cleared considerably. However, as the
shelter was becoming crowded we kept on going and,now seemed to be ahead of the Japanese party. The jungle
“soon changed and clrmbmg l'crns and vines draped the trees and several specres of palms became prominent.
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We élso started to encounter peoﬁlé coming down and ééme seemc;l bddly dls(rcssed The oﬁly ones who spoke
' Enghsh were two young New Zealand blokes who said they had made it to the top but had suffered badly from
altitude swkness shortly after- leavmg the overnight huts

- After the sccond shelter and lookoul at about 2, 100 metres the ramforest canopy became noticably lower. Tree
- trunks were snarled and twisted and their branches loaded down with masses of epiphytic orchids. A little more
climbing and the orchids. werc replaced by epiphytic ferns and then moss and more moss. We entered the weird

- world of the moss or cloud forest with long -dangling moss hanging from every branch and mosses of many

different types covering the branches and much of the ground. Shortly after the third trail shelter at an elevation -
of 2,400 metres, a very steep track went off to the left marked Laylang-Laylang (place of swailows): My guide
told me this was a short cut but it was better if we went that way on the way down. We kept.on the main trail
through a bamboo forest where the most common species was a tall climbing and quite delicate plant which
draped the trees like moss’(Bambusa gibbsiea). A little later trec ferns and ground ferns were becoming
common and the forest seemed to be alive with many different types of birds. We had encountered the
occasional monkey lower down the mountain, on the lookout for food; and these were now replaced by a type of
small squirrel that was scampermg all over the place (Bomeo Mountain Squxrrel)
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By the time we arrived at the fourth trail shelter and emergency overnight hut, the bamboos had disappeared
and rhododendrons were now everywhere with the main-species being the bright yellow Lows Rhododendron.
(Rhododendron lowii), After-a scction where the trail climbed very steeply, the ground became rocky and much
drier and the rain forest canopy disappeared. The vegetation had changed abruptly. Trees were much smaller,
shrubs of many types now appeared and a type of stunted twisted pine became common. We were now above
the cloud line and had a clear view of the granite peaks of Mount Kinabalu summit and we secmed to be ontoa.
long steep ridge léading up to the base of the mountain, '

A sign in English said that for the next two thousand fect it was the home of giant pitcher plants. My guide took -
me off into the scrub-to look at these fascinating plants. There were about six different species and most
scrambled over bushes and shrubs and had leaves similar to a Vanilla Orchid. The pitchers were so large they
seemed to be waiting for small animals rather than insects. ‘Many held over a litre of fluid and the largest .
species held up to four litres and was quite capable of devouring small animals. My guide then took me on a -
side t/ra'ck into a.gully and along a swiftly flowing mountain stream to Paka Cave. There were- orchids and -
thododendrons in abundance here, with the orchids nowgrowing on rocks as well as the branches of small
trees. A-small red flowered riododendron was in bloom and there were large clumps of the beautiful Mountain
© Necklace Orchid (Coelogyne massangeana); which although it had finished its main flowering season still had
the occasional spike left. There were also great masses of a Dendrobium orchid, with white flowers, .growing in
_every spare rock crevice that-was known as the Mountain Dendrobium. o . P '

Back on the trail again we were soon at the next lookout and we-stopped here to admire the beautiful view of
the mist shrouded jungle clad peaks down below..By now the change in altitude from sea level several hours -
earlier to over three thousand metres where I was now was having its effect on me and it ‘was taking an
enormous amount of energy for every step: My guide told me it was only a few hundred metres more to our
overnight hut. I was not sure if he meant vertical.or horizontal but just kept going slowly on and arrived at the
LABAN RATA RESTHOUSE right on 2.30 pm. The building was like a boomerang shaped, two storey pole
house, that followed the contour of the side of the mountain. ' . o -

Apart from a few nibbles, I had not caten since an carly breakfast at the hotel, so after being shown to my room
upstairs I came down and enjoyed a hearty meal from the small restaurant run by the fulltime caretaker family.
The place was deserted, and we were told. that we were the first walkers to arrive for the day, which surprised
‘me somewhat considering the number on the track and our late start and slow dawdle up the mountain. By the
time I had finished my meal and had.a couple of cups of beautiful Sabah Tea, I was feeling a‘lot better and
looking forward to talking to someone other than my guide. However, although by now there were at least ten
- or twelve others-to arrive, as fast as_they.camc in they disappeared upstairs to sleep it off.-So, after a few
directions from my guide, who also wanted to have a sleep, I set off to do some exploring by myself.

By the time I retirned it was about five thirty, and the Japanese party had just gone by up to the next hut
- located about 150- metres further on. Qur hut was now alive with activity and it seemed that most of the would
be sleepers couldn't get to sleep and an’English speaking group had now gathered at one end of the hut to await
the sunset. It was somewhat of a multinational group and included, two French, four Germans, two English and
seven Australians. Of the Australians, thére was a family who now lived in Kuala: Lumpur, a young couple from
Perth plus myself. The English and French were in a bad way with the effects of the altitude and all four said

" they'were having trouble breathing and were heading down at first light ini the morning. We weére told that if we

wanted to climb to the summit in the morning we had to be ready to leave at 3.00 am. Apart from enjoying the
sunrise at 6.30 am this was also necessary as most of the view would be obscured by cloud by 7.30-8.00 am. :

I had a four bunk room to myself and at 2.30 am was awakened by an alarm clock in the Germans' room next
door. I had time for a meal of scrambled eggs with my guide before we departed.at 3.10 am. The lights were on

" .. at the hut containing the Japanese party, and as we went past there was plenty of noise but I breathed a sigh of

relief that hey had not started off yet: Although I did not find out until later, they were not going up any higher
but going back down again.. R B : ' ' T

* After leaving this hut behind, we climbed for the first two hundred metres up ladders made from sapplings tied
" together with rattan, until the tree line ended at the Panar Laban’ Rockface. From here it was eight hundred
. metres of granite rock to the summit. On this first section of rockface, which was almost vertical, two thick
- ropes hung down and were anchored every five metres or so-and this made the climb quite safe and straight
forward, and from here to_the summit it was roped all the way. I was conscious of the need to take it slowly to’
minimise the effects of the quick increase in altitude, but even so I'went up one rope too quickly and my'yead
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started to spin, My guide made me go down about ten metres and rest for a while and this seemed to do the
trick, but from there on I went at a snail's pace. I kept thinking we were going so slowly we would be lucky to
make it to the summit in time for sunrise, and with no moon at all was surprised when my guide, who was about
five metres ahead of myself and two Malay soldiers, pointed out a shiny object up ahead in the darkness, with
_his torch, and said it was the summit plaque.: S e SR ) '

It was still only 5.00 am as the four of us clambered up the last few metres and stood together at the summit:
- After a photo session we settled down for the Jong wait until dawn. Despite being almost on the equator the
- thermometer on my pack read two degrees and with a stiff breeze blowing it was bitterly cold. However sunrise

was truly magnificent and something that I will remember for: the rest of my life. With the arrival of the Perth
_couple together with the four Germans right on sunrise it became quite crowded and after twenty minutes,

when the cameras had stopped clicking, I became aware of the fact that I was only about one metre away from a
“very steep drop. To be precise it was an:almost vertical drop of one thousand six hundred meties into what is
‘named Lows Gully, so I decided it was time to start back down by way of the roped, route. My guide took me to
* several other vantage points for a few more photos and then-we set off down the ropes at a very much faster
- pace than T had come up.- .~~~ ‘ - : S '

‘After dropping below',afl,O(‘)O metres I found I had no ill effects whatever from the altitude, and togethér with the-
two Malay soldiers broke into a gallop down the mountain with our guides trailing far behind. It was then back
to the hotel for a dip in the pool and Tunch. " ' o o S

oK BB OB H.R R ¥

MORAN RIVER: _—
|April 19 - May 9 1992 /¢#

| Situated just to the south of the Mitchell Plateau in the Kimberley, the Moran SR
§ River is one of the least known and least accessible wilderness areas in : ,
| Australia.. It is also one of the most incredibly beautiful. The river gorges seem to go on forever. |
Aboriginal art sites, shady monsoon forest, waterfalls, abundant wildlife, good fishing - this area has
it all: Although this will be only our third visit,the Moran has a greater percent of repeat visits than

L

' agiy; other area we visit.. -

| Two weeks is not enough to do justice to this magnificent area. Our trip lasts three. We will beat the
# problemof accessibility by:using a combination of helicopters and light aircraft to get us to and from § -
| the walk and to-set down a food drop at our halfway point. Although long distance helicopter rides are |-

| very expensive, we aré'so kéen to ensure that this frip goes ahead that we are offering a substantial
¥ advance purchase discount to anyone booking before the end of January. &% WAL 'f.;;

: ‘-Wr‘it\e' or phone for our 16 page brochure and ask for the Moran
¥ River trip hotes. L :

. Willis’s Walkabouts
12 Carrington Street Millner NT 0810
Tel (089) 852134 Fax (089) 852355
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or 60 years Australias own Paddy Pallln company
has invested considerable time and energy seeking
ways in which to enjoy great outdoor activities
uniencumbered by spollmg weather conditions.

The result is Paddy Pallin’s superior Integral Clothing
range. And 'your reward is a range of garments layercd for

. maximised performance and supreme comfort N e
[ finall weather condltions. o - T 60 S
| o R4 Nl SIXTY YEARS |

————————y
OF ADVEN'UIE

SIPSTRERN
$99

Slipstream is the ul(mlighi
“solution to cool breezes
and unexpected drizzle.
The zippered shaw! collar
seals quickly and snugly in
ariable weather conditions.
And opens up in wariner
conditions for added
ventitution. An adjustable
© dmawcord hem offers
similar comfort nplmns‘

. around the waist. A light-
weight 300 grams, the
S'lipﬂlrf.am is made of durable

HiGH TEG LADY LITE
1$93.50

These lightweight fow, cut boots .
combing the heaefits of walking boots
- with_running shoe technology.
‘l’upullr as an il purpose shoe,
Lady Lite’s offer. more support
than éasual foorwear,
- Sizes: 3- 8

eusy care Exodus cloth.

A\ ailable in colouns E h(m) /Sage

and Ehony /Blueberry.
Sizes: XS-XL

=Y R <. ‘Stas T
“wacaBoND\ N\ o Lol $229
§159 \D| il _

[ The Vagabond is a
true min jacker.
-Manufactured from
tough ripstop:

Steep slopes, wet |
ground and long .
journeys are taken in stride by laly's world f.lm()m 4
Scarpa-Treks. Nothing less than the finest

_nuatterials and crafismanship have ‘ever been y &
aceepted by this recognised leader in quality / Q Q“'

Stormitech {abric on footwear. Because comfort and durabifity 7’8" <)
the outside and a fine are Scarpa ‘Trek's reason for being: This O ’\9
tricot mesh.inside (for excess condensation . ~ legendary comfort can be attributéd
“cispersment), few juckets compire on o the fint selection of ledthers,
performance. Other Vagabond design features  gizes: | natucat curring soles and soft
include a unique hood that tarns with your XS-XL ankle cuffs that make up /&
head and chest pockets thi remain accessible : every Scarpa ‘Trek shoe. /7 tb@
whilst wearing packs and harnesses. ' . Sizes: 35-48" ’ // (@
_ — | /e,
v o _ _ - : /S
507 Kent 5t v 527 Kingsway K()sclusko Rd 1l Lonsdale.St /Y
SYDNEY NSW 2000 MIRANDA NSW 2228 JINDABYNE NSW 2627 BRADDON ACT 2601 /Q\* ¢
Phone: {02) 264 2140 Phone: (02) 525 6829 Phone: (064) 562 922 Phone: (06) 257 3883 , N &
S : . : . o PO
T r 48
/
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Conservation

- . _ c o by Alex Colley
December 1991 was a vintage month for comservation. ' There were three notable gains -

the launch of the Red Index of Wilderness (see mext month's magazine), the establishment

-of the M1lderness Fund (as described in the last issue) and the gazettal of Nattai’National '

Park. - . S ) :

NATTAI PARK - WHAT'S LEFT OF IT

S5ixty years ago ‘the NationalParks and Primitive Areas Council formulated a proposél‘fdr
a Greater Blue Mountains National Park stretching from Mount Boonboorwa in the north to the

" Upper Nattai in-the south. It had four divisions, northern, central and southern, and a -

separate Nattai Park in the south., By 1987 all but the Nattai Park had become national Parks.

In 1974 the National Parks Association put forward a Nattai National Park proposal, but
it was not accepted. In 1987 the Colong Foundation for Wilderness and the Total Environment
" Centre commissioned Keith Muir (B, Nat..Res. Hon.) to prepare.a submission. A professional
‘and detalled submissionm was written complete with Henry Gold photographs and maps drafted by
Bill: Brennan .and pald for by a donation from the SBUW. It was accompanled by the nomlnatlon,
_under the wllderness Act, of a 30,000 ha. Nattal Mllderness. :

.The" proposal trlggered development prdposals ‘'such as ‘the Barrallier Trail and logglng
‘at the Junctlpn of the Nattai- and Alum Rivers, both- opposed by the SBY and the Mount Flora '
quarry. © The most determlned opp051on came from mining interests, led by the Australian Gas
Company/Amdco consoxtlum. "AGL . already holds exploration licences covering 15,981 sq.kme of .
the Sydney basin of which only 750 sq.km. is w1th1n the park praposal. As a proportlon of
the prospectlvn coal and ‘gas~ bearlng measures of eastern Australia the Nattai is 1n51gn1flcent.
All of? the seven mlnes started -in the park ‘area have been abandoned. The CSIRO estimates
that -the untapped gas reserves under eastarn - Australla are three tlmes -larger than known
ex15t1ng gas reserves. .

Nevertheless the- p0351bllity of‘mlnlng fhe”

BLACK COAL REQOURCES
EASTERN AUSTRALIA
(As per Jblnt Coal Board)

7

k SLatansrone
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s © “Resoutces i

B3 Arwes Known .to Contafa
cul b

L% HAY POMT

Nattai reserves was seized upon by. the State
Government, which has ‘a firm pOlle of wlthholdlng
the gazettalrof parks until the,;and has been :

proved useless for any other putpose.’

. The four year delay in'reaching a decision

non the park and.wilderness would no.doubt have

continued indefinitely had it not been for Dr.Terry
Metherell's initiative in iritroducing a Nattai

Park Bill on November 15th.  This confronted the -
Government with the choice of creating the park or

fincupriné the stigma .of being anti-conservation

and the probability of defeat (since the ALP, the
Independents-and the Rev. Nile supported the Bill).

Spurred by the Nattai Bill, the Governmert

~ proclaimed a park under. the National Parks and

Wildlife Act and a.wilderness under the lWilderness -
Act. The park covered 60,000 ha. of the Colong

Foundation proposal. Most of the remainder was put
into the Bindaook, Nattai and Bargo State Recreation
areas. Some aleas in the south and Jellore State :

- Forest were also excluded.

The purpose of the State Recreation Areas was
not recreation but the authorisatiomof prospecting
and mining, an activity ridiculously inappropriate
for the Bindook area where mining ceased in the
twentlés._ Prospecting some 15 years ago entailed
the pumplng out of the old Yerranderie worklngs,
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resulting in a_flood of anaercbic arsenic and lead impregnated water flowing down Tonalli
Creek to Lake Burragorang. - There would also be an inevitable spill over of off-road vehicles
and horse riders from the State Recreation Area into the adjoining wilderness and water
-catchment areas. Another SRA of 15,000 ha. was.created on the eastern side of Lake
Eurragorang, north of the Nattai. This area has already been badly-scarred by cliff
collapses caused by mining. - C : . S

] It was not until- shortly before Christmas, the time for the publication of unpopular
"‘dec1510ns, that it became known that exploratlon and mining beneath national parks was not
ruled out under the provisons of the National Parks Act. The Nattai Wilderness was declared
" to a depth of only B0 metres, leavinglthe way open for mining beneath it.  This in spite
of the fact that on November 15th the Hon. Tim Modre told Parliament that, "So far as T am. -
concerned, there will be no mining in or under the natlonal park which will include the
. wilderness area. That is prohibited by statute: and I would consider it improper. to even
address a subm15510n on Pxploratlon in a wllderness area.
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Despite this about turn, engineered by National Party Minister for Planning and
Minister for Energy, the Hon, Robert lWebster, there is a fair chance that most or all the
Colong Foundation proposal will eventually be achleved. It is unlikely that exploltable
deposits of silver and lead will be found in the Bindook State Recreation Area, or-that, »
if dlscovered, they ‘waquld be exploited.. water Board opposition and widespread public
‘protest could be anticipated. It has proved unprofitable to mine coal in the area, nor has
long period prospecting in the Sydney Basin yet led to an economic discovery of natural gas.

If nothing is discovered the Minister has said that the Nattai and Bargo State Reoieation
Areas will be added to the park, and the Bindeok State Recreation Area added to the Blue
© Mountains National Park. It is prebable that any ‘mining proposal ‘would be strongly opposed
by the parllamentary proponents of the park.

It .is.a sad reflectlon on our materialistic 5001ety that a proposal. to preserve a
beautlful remnant of ‘the natural env1ronment is subordlnated to unnecessary possible
- development.

*'**"****‘**-*'

‘TO TAKE THE HIGH ROAD OR THE LOW ROAD" by 'Ian Yolfe

This indeed was the quesuon I had regretfully had fo cancel a 4 day sk1 tnp in the
" Happy Jacks Plain area in July due to its Jow elevation and scarcity of snow.’ The
‘ heavy snowfalls of the end of the season had resurrected- the concept of running th1s
~ trip over the October long ‘weekend. However the thunder storms and hot weather )
in the two weeks pnor put paid to that idea.

Instead it was back to the: ongmal plot of spendmg four days tourmg and XCDmg
‘around the summit area: The party of 9, having assembled at ‘Thredbo; caught the
chairlift to the top ($13) before héading off in brilliant sunshine. towards the

' ‘Ramshead Unfortunately enroute we were disturbed by a skidoo, well outside the
resort boundary, ferrying some alpine skiers to the Ramshead. .After stopping the -
driver we pohtely questloned him whilst another party member took a photograph
of the skidoo and its number plate. He pleaded ignorance to being’ outside of the
authorised area for skidoo's and was slightly abashed when informed that we would
be reporting the incident to the NPWS. Maybe the word will get around and
hopefully this noisy 1ntrus1on into the park will be reduced.

Putting thlS event behind us we enjoyed the fine views from the Ramshead summit-
before descending into the valley of the Swampy Plainis River to Cootapatamba Hut
This bright red hut with a.unique chimney entrance is the sole example of a purpose
designed survwal shelter in the park It has bunks for two or standxng room for ten.
ata pmch

After a lexsurely lunch we skied down the valley beside the river to ﬁnd an early
campsite, An afternoon ski around the surrounding bogongs ended with a
- marvellous sunset overlooking the Geehi Valley. The night itself began with a
carpet of stars and ended with increasing wind. This heralded a grey dawn and a

+ low scudding cloud base.. After packing up we headed north to the west of Kossie
and as we climbed the cloud dropped down to greet us. Soon we wete engulfed and
v1sxb1hty was reduced to 50m or less. :
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We therefore went into adverse weather navigation mode ie one person as route

- finder/lead navigator, one as check navigator/leader, the party skiing close together _
in Indian file and one person nominated as tail-end-charlie. In this manner we
snaked, by bearing and time calculation, from one known point to the next. We

“arrived at our campsite in Moraine Pass Creek for a late lunch. Here we carved out
of the side of an eroded cornice some sheltered sites for our tents. One tent group,
who were feeling somewhat energetic, went to the extent of creating a combmatlon :

- snow cave/igloo inside which they erected their. tent! The rest of us enjoyed
ourselves by practising our turns or by skiing up over the lip of the Pass to peer

down into Kunama Cirque. . -

~ The next day dawned clear but wmdy and after a lengthy sleep in (to allow the sun
~ time to unfreeze the snow) we headed off on a day trip towards Mt Townsend. We:
zigzagged up Muellers Peak to have morning tea with a view: of Watsons Crags. It o
was then that disaster struck not once but tw1ce all beitina mmor way. One of the

girls performed a telemark Wthh didn't carve and instead strained an ankle -
hgament So 1t was out with the ﬁrst aid k1t and a strappmg of hmbs ensued

They say that hghtmg never strikes twice, well they lie! For in the next 30m

o _another of the girls did a telemark which broke the bale on her binding, On -

“subsequient analysis this appeared to be due to a combination of metal fatlgue and a
heavy telemark boot matched to a light/medium welght bmdmg (Skilhom) So it was

- 'out w1th the spare binding and. the screw drivers.

We spht the party at this point, the broken & stramed (w1th a su1table escort) then

- proceeded back via €asy stages to the campsite whilst the rest of us headed for
Townsend. The summit was attained in a-marvellous swirling orographic cloud . -
which parted long enough for us to enjoy the views in all directions. We then skied -
off the NW end down for a seriés of runs to the treeline. These are some of the.. -~ -
longest runsin Australia with the gradient being optimised for parallels as well as .~
telemarks. After lunch we played around until the orographic cloud settled in for -

the duration. This encouraged us to ski back to towards the. campsxte with a frohc in -~ -
Rawson Creek providing an mterestmg mterlude » :

- Next day had a very low cloud base bemg pushed along by a brisk wmd Our plans
- of climbing Kossie on our way out were shelved. Instead we skied into. Seamans
Hut for morning tea before headmg back to Thredbo in the lee of Etheridge. A
sheltered slope provided an ideal practise site which we proceeded to carve up with
gay abandon. The trip was concluded by a thigh burning descent down the front
slopes of Thredbo in the heavy SNOW. :

‘Inalla great four days in the mountains where we experienced the full range of
weather, slopes views and dramas. = = S .
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IHE_DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING

by Barry'wallace

The meetlng, rotated 80 degrees in the usual Toom to allow for a later presentatlon
by Ben Esgate (¢g'day Ben) on bushfires, began at around 2007 wlth almost 17 members present
ang the Pre51dent 1n the chalr._' . . . :

& There wére- apologles from Helen Gray, George Gray and Jim Callaway. Therwelcome to
new., membere was deferred to a later part of the meetlng. Their names were Don Willcox,’

. Ken Smlth, Rose Shau and John Hogan.

The ﬂlnutee ‘of the prev1ous meetlng were read ‘and recelved. Correspondence’was
comprlsed o letters o our: ‘new. members, ‘to speakers who had made. presentatlons to club
meetings, from Geof f Grace regardlng the Nattai Park proposal, a welcome refund oriour. sub=
scription to Confederation of Bushwalklng Clubs and a notice: from Australla Post regardlng :
our address for return of mail. ‘ ‘ :

The Treasurer's Report was' next. It.seems we received income of $794, spent’$l 967

and closed with a-balance of $381. ° A motion that we transfer $BUU to the Conservatlon Fund -

was passed after explanation and some debate.__.

In order to provide more t1me for'Ben Esgate s talk the Walks Report was presented in

jumble order, sort of. If your walk did not get mentioned and you feel you ‘have a grievance,

talk to Carol or Bill. They alse threw.in a walk belonging to last month's meeting. It
is not included here.. Unscrambled as best I can, the report goes llke thls.

Over the wsekend 16,17th N&Member Ereta James had B walkers on- her Gingra Creek;
Kowmurig-River walk which was described as a good trip. = There was.no information on John

"Nagy's Shoalhaven -trip and .although we know Alan Mewett's Cowari to Brooklyn ualk went.-

there are no detalls, not even the tlmes! (Lost in the mall I guess.)

The weekend of 22,23,24 November saw Kenn Clacher strlnglng along 3 party of .14 on his
Kalang Falls - Wallora Canyon abeelllng trip. Both days were hot and fine and Murderlng
Gully still is, on hot .afternoons. - lan Debert's Cox's River walk went led by Keith Dockerty

. with. a party of 8, Mofag Ryder's Faulconbrldge to Glenbrook trip did not go, but Bronny -

Nlemeyer had a party of 12 on her KIng's Cross to South Head walk.

Les Powell led 9 1ntrepid souls on his Ettrema Creek trip over the weekend of
29,30 November, 12+ December. .The creek was lou, and. although . the Saturday was cool it
warmed up on Sunday in time for the climb out up Myall Creek. Georgg Mawer led a party of
5 on his Kanuka Brook walk and Ray: Turton had 20 oh his Heathcote to Materfall trlp.

The weekend of 7,8 December saw Bill. Holland and a party of 8 enJoylng a Colo River

: bludge walk in warm conditions. - Nancye Alderson s Blue Mountains historical day walk was

cancelled but Tony Manes led a party of 13 in good weather from Stanwell Park to Otford via
the coast. There was no report of Errol Sheedy's Deer Pool walk. All'of;which brought

:the Walks Report to an end. _

Details of the Conservation Report will appear in the magazine. Brlefly the matters
covered were the launch of the Colong Foundation's Red Index of NSW parks and wilderness
areas, a donation of $130 to the NSW Goverrment's Wilderness Fund, the Nattai National Park
has been- proclaimed and SBW have donated $300 to the Colong Foundation, $200 to the North-

_ -East Farrest Rlliance and $100 to the Blue Mountains World Heritage Committee. These.
7amounts were disbursed from the Club's Conservatlon Fund. : .

There was no Confederation Report.

Feneral Business saw agreement to take no action of the "Herltage of AUStrallan Walking"
proposa] which had been put to the prev1ous General Meeting.

The General Meeting never did close, at least not whlle T was there. le moved on

‘to a timely presentation on BUSHFIRES by Ben Esgate. It appears that after so many years

of cooler, wetter conditions, when we do have bushfires they will probably be-quite fierce.
A’ suimmary of Ben' s advice has. appeared in the maga21ne. 4‘Read‘it.l'rlt cauld help-you to

fiav01d rlsklng vour life in-a fire.

A B
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CWAS THIS BUSHWALKING 2 ?

" by Rosemary MacDougal

Having read'Francevang s letter in the November 1981 magazine, l felt I should hasten
. _to describe my first walk with SBUJ - Jan MBhandas's Gourmet Weekend at the end of Uctoberv
at Kanuka Brook. :

T too had been told that SBU were very serious ahout walklng, what wlth maps, »
first aid kltS, Jumpers . (woollen) and raincoats irrespective of the temperature. .

If I had -not walked with Jan before and come to accept him as a man of his word
(1t s not far, you can make 1t) I may well ‘have been surprised at the goods and chattels
“which appeared at the commencement .of the walke

After lengthy dlscuaslons as to uhethet ue should leave our ‘cars in the parklng lnt
at Glenbtook Tailway station, at the Police Station (too far,away and too unrellable), it was
_decrded_that we should foregather outside some: resrdences and leave'our cars there. :

we duly assembled; varlous people were carrylng hand luggage (I thought you had
to have your hands free), billies (obviously these people didn't know how to pack a pack) ,
lanterns (I understood bushwalkers were suppoaed to be 1n bed by nlghtfall), seru1ng dishes
(he must gat a lot) and other paraphernalla. :

Some people seemed to have a permanent lean forward which they claimed was caused
by “the bottles of champagne . ‘and wine in their packs. foodness me, what sort of a weekend
cwas T in for? . o ' o

Bravely I followed the leader! Alas! After 100 metres_there was a cry from-Fran
Hollang. brlnglng up the rear.  "You're going too far - it's this way." As you can imagine
'_my confidence was shattered but I'd come thls—Far so it eeemed sen51ble to press ori-in the  ~
general . dlrectlon of our destlnatlon. : : o

Fortunately we dld not have -to go far under the burden of our heauy packs befare a
smoko was-called. - lUe rested for a-short while by the creek before moving on to our lunch spot.
I ‘had expected to be walking for some tlme ‘but lo and behold lunch was- just atound the corner -
and a gourmet Yunch as Jan had promlsed emerged from everywhere. It was, I thought, a feast
fit for klngs - how. could they keep this up for the whole meekend' '

s We moved to our oamp 31te enJoylng several swlmmlng stops along the way. By 4.30

" Jan announced it was time to dress for happy hour. T had tried to find out exactly how people
might be attired for the occasion but Jan's response was non- -committal. I therefore decided
that as my -tiara was at the dry cleaners my party dress and long gloves would have to do.

The garb in which pLople appeared'was'aetonlshlng. There were the kissing nune,
the butler and the maid, the Maharajah (no polnts for guessing who that was) and various other
“assortments. The show was stolen by Dick Weston's act of gallantry when he carried one of

the ladles ‘who was dressed for 1950's meddlng or church social over the creek to the fest1v1t1es -

" (my .. enqu1r1es reveal he did not carry her back at the end of the nlght)

The Food whlch was presented by everyone mas dellghtful. The array of cheeses )
* and wine would have left Len Evans for dead. ~ UWe had everything from hors d'cevres to entrees,
-main course and for sweets fresh fruit dipped in hot chocolate. Entertainment was provided

~ . by yours truly, Bill Holland and other chorus guys and gals.

" With the worries of the world sorted out ouer a yarn around the campflre we hit the -
hay to flght another day.

" What a wonderful memorable weekend. Thank you everyone - I hope to survive your
rlgorous ‘walks to become a member and JDln you agaln in 1992.

A Prospectlve.

(P.S, If you hear any vicious rumours that 1 am the Currawong Kid then I reserve
the right of replyl) : .

* % R R o® K % %
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SDCIRL NDTES

February 5. ..Commlttee Meetlng
12" General Meeting
# 19 - NATURAL HEALTH SOCIETY - "Nutrition for walklng Forever'

talk by Roger French.

26 ALAN- SPENDLOVE oF NACPAC —,Eome and learn ‘the best way tov
: . take. care .of your bushwalklng gear - plus 1nformat10n on
_ the latest developments in new equipment. '

i DINNER at La Trattorla {Italian Restaurant),_3a Burton'Street, at
R approx. 6.30-pm. . ' :

» All other Club evenlngs, members comlng stralght from work are very
welcome tg join others in- the club kltchen wlth 'take aways - Good uarlety
available in the areas - ' R

Any questlons or suggestlons For soc1al program welcome, please
. ring Fran Holland 484 6838. S -

CRERBNEEN

NEM NENBERS

. e i e . e e it

Four new members uwere welcomed at the December General Meetlng._ 'Theyvarezf
JOHN HUGAN, RDSS SHAW;, KEN SMITH and DON, WILLCUX.V . '

Their names, addresses -and telephone numbers will’ appear in 1992 Llst of
MEmbers which will be posted to all- members ln February.'

O % % ¥ ¥ R OR ¥ O

KOSCIUSKO AT _CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR.....

We have just heard that George Mawer's trip ended in trouble. - well
trouble for Gearge. - Attempting to cross a snow drift (or was it ice?) ,
he Slipped and fell, breaklng a bonpe in his ankle. . The party we:e_able o

- to arrange- for a stretther and transport to get him to safety..  Back nouw
in Sydney he-is in p‘aster and won't be walking for about three months.
Bad luck, George, you have our sympathy but also good’ wishes for a complete
" recovery. - And hope you wlll lead many more good trlps. : :




