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WESTERN MACDONNELLS, CENTRAL AUS'IRAHA, JUN.E 1991.
by Deborah Shapira

Panicipants:w _.Dot Butler, Alex Colley, Don Finch (Leader), Héather Finch, Alistair Graham, Brian Holden,
. Ros Kerrigan, Peg Putt, Deb Shapira, Barry Wallace. Average age: 52.4 years. - -

Day 1

Arrived rather bleary-eyed at Sydney Airport some time before dawn.. An uneventful flight followed with
a 2.5 hour stopover in Brisbane on the way to-Alice Springs. Our transport picked us up and took us to
our motel where we booked in five to & room, A few of us went in to town where we achieved not much
more than the purchase of an ice cream. Arriving back we found that Peg and Alistair had arrived from
Tasmania. We went out to dinner and took Grant, a local bush walker, who had been so helpful in finding
our transport. ’ ' ‘

'Daya'

Most of us arose early either due to anticipation of our pending adventure or the eagerness to enjoy the
last *civilised" hot shower for two weeks. The bus arrived and drove us to Ellery Creek Big Hole. Don and
Barry paddled three large bags containing food for the second week through the gap on two lilos and
buried them on the other side. Camphor was sprinkled all over it in the hope that the native wildlife might
be deterred from investigating it. Next we continued west to Ormiston Gorge where we farewelled the bus
and put our big packs on. We then left the picnickers and sightseers behind and marched through the
gorge before finding a shady place for junch and a chance to appreciate our surroundings of gloriously
rust coloured rocks and the odd ghost gum clinging precariously to the rock walls. Afterwards, we walked
through to the end of the gorge, wandered into the pound and found a beach to camp beside Ormiston
Creek. From what we could see this contained large clear pools of water at regular intervals. Behind us
was the Red Wall which stretched around to Mt Giles. We went to bed eagerly so that we could view the -
night show, a panorama of stars, planets and exploding asteroids, a sight visible in increasingly few
places in the world, : o '

W

Day 3

Today's program was a choice between charging up the Red Wall, descending the other side via a gully,
tearing across miles of spinifex ridges to eventually walk across the pound to rejoin the campsite and -
ambling towards North Ormiston to explore the Canyon of the Thirteen Pools. For reasons best known
to myself | decided to accompany the former party. This was rewarded by a magnificent vista of the entire
Ormiston Pound area with its accompanying waterways dotted with large water pools and Mt Sonder (the
Sleeping Lady) to the west. We wandered along the top for a while before a suitable ridge was found for
descent. This became a gully which ran into an unnamed creek which formed a beautiful canyon into
which of course we had to immerse our hot sweaty bodies and beside which we ate our lunch,
Fortunately, this was the only place that any wading was required. after following this creek out onto the
pfain it struck me on looking -back that there was no way one could guess what was hidden within. On
the spinifex ridges we spotted several kangaroos. It was getting late when we reached the northern arm
of Ormiston Creek, however it was less rough walking at this stage. We walked along at a steady pace
and caught a glimpse of Mt Giles in the sunset. We arrived at camp in the very last light at 6.20 pm.

Dayd

Today we wandered east along the northern arm of Ormiston Creek and enjoyed plenty of stops in the
- shade of red river gums to escape the heat. We had a glorious long lunch beside orie waterhole where
we could swim and use the facilities for such chores as sock washing. After lunch we continued along
whilst observing some rather unusual cloud formations to the south east. At yet another rest stop we
observed a helicopter which appeared to be circling us. On its return some of us waved. The next thing
we knew it had landed and three men were emerging. "Please stay on this side of the river as we are
about to set alight all the spinifex to make a firebreak up to Mt Giles,* said the one who had the word
*Captain® sewn on his shirt and a diamond stud in his ear. Apparently, during the winter and favourable
weather conditions, firebreaks are created to prevent massive bushfires in this area which becomes a
giant wind funnel during the summer. *Thank you for finding us,” | said, as we were about to cross to
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KEY TO MAP .
2.3 Camp in dmiston Pound R 3 Foad drop
4 H:.licopler. spinifex fire ' 11 Camp near big Ch?:mla .
@ Incorrectly called Hy. Glles 12 f;l;pp::lar Barry 94
8 Glles Springs 14 g:;x::r Reedy Hole ~ poor
7 Rain overnight ‘ s He Bus pick up point
9.19 Camp at Ellery Creek F!sh Holes .

“camp in a creek-bed below Mt Glles * am glad 1 found you, too," he replied. "You wouldn't believe all
“the paper work this has saved me!* Therefore, we hied ourselves up to the nearest rocky outcrop and

" watched the helicopter drop pellets of potassium permanganate plus igniter all over the spinifex ridges
in tront of us and then watched all the spinifex burn. Some question was raised within the party as to the
safety of all the animals in the region and whether anything else besides spinifex would be affected. Peg
and Alistair expressed some annoyance since this is what happens in- Tasmania every time they get afine
day (something | imagine does not occur frequently). Camp was set up in the immediate vicinity. The fires
burned most of the night and there was still one or two smouldering in the morning. '

Day ~5 ™

We walked through the blackened ridges on an overcast morning until we reached a creek below Mt
Giles. After a fairly lengthy morning tea most of the party embarked upon the climb up Mt Giles (the one
which has the trig). Dot stayed to mind the gear and Alex stayed to mind Dot. It was a steep rocky climb
to reach the top which eventually gave us 360 degree views. Climbing down was reasonably tricky with
both Ros and | succeeding in ripping the seats of our trousers. After lunch we walked across a few more

ndges and camped in a creek-bed full of huge trees, an area looking rather other-worldly compared to
the dry ridges above it. In the evening Ros and | engaged in emergency needlework while we sang Happy
Birthday to Peg
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Day 6

Due to the presence of a cloud cover most of us had our flies up. It was just as well as we awoke to a
light drizzle in the early light. We wandered off towards Giles Springs. At about mid-morning a canyon was

found so some of us wandered into it to have a look, At about lunchtime we reached Giles Springs, -

apparently now approachable by 4WD due to the presence of tyre tracks and fireplaces. We climbed up
‘a fair way only to find that higher up would prové to be too damp to sleep there so down we came again

to indUige in an afternoon of eating, hot water hair washing, clothes washing and then after the chores

were done some of us undertook some exploration up to the top of the Springs. It is amazing to ﬁn_d in
the middle of the "Dry Centre® a plethora of pools, waterfalls, ferns and undergrowth one would normally
associate with a rain forest. :

Day 7

Al dawn it rained lightly and we set off in cool and cloudy conditions. Walking along a gully we drove off
a dingo. Lunch was a rather chilly affair in another creek. During the afternoon Dot entertained us with
some rather wild tales of dubious authenticity, to which she admitted. Rain threatened so tent flies were
. 'put up. We decided to blame our Tasmanian companions for this unseasonable and unreasonable

~.phenomenon. | felt the need to go to bed early as had been the case every night and decided to blame
“the amount of rum in our pightly ration. ' -

‘Days o ' |
It rained almost ALL night. We were supposed to follow the creek to Ellery Creek, a distance of 3.5 return

trips to Wahroonga Station from Dot's house. At about 10:45 we realised that Alec had decided to try

another. railway statibn and was no longer with us. search parties were organised and he was found
- sventually late in the afternoon thanks to Barry and Don. He'd forgotten the rule that when one is
~ separated from the party one is supposed to stop and not move until found. However, having once been
in a similar situation myself | knew that an illogical reasoning takes over one's actions. In any case we
were very glad to see him safe and sound and the worst consequence was that Don lost his distinctive
pink Mickey Mouse ears he'd been sporting on his hat throughout the trip. We were all pretty bedraggied
and damp by the time we made camp on slightly higher ground above the creek bed in case of flooding!!

Day 9

A very early start on a day dawning bright and clear. We went at a brisk pace to Ellery Creek where
everyone unpacked. Most of the party headed south with empty packs to pick up the food drop. My job

was to do the housework at camp with Dot and Alex. It reminded one of those unfortunate but necessary -
days when you have to stay at home doing domestic chores. At sundown a herd of cattle came down to -
drink. After much lowing and investigative glances in our direction they decided to go ahead cautiously.

Just as we were contemplating a dinner of one teaspoon of red jam, one of yellow jam and a scrape of

peanut butter the party returned, some staggering, after a marathon effort of about 28 km. After washing

in warm water we had dinner which included a cask of white wine which had mysteriously turned up in
the food drop. : . : : ‘ .

. Day 10~

A beautiful dawn complete with bird calls. There appeared to be no rush and it was apparent that no one
was going anywhere before lunch. Heather and | decided to explore the creek upstream, as although
- several of us had camped in that particular spot before none of us knew what lay beyond. We climbed
around the cliff at the northern end of the pool and continued along the left-hand fork. This t*/isted and
‘turned and with every bend there was a new magical sight - fantastic rock formations, crystal pools and
magnificent trees. At the end of it we returned with the plan that we should convince the leader that we

- should spend another night there in order that everyone should have an opportunity to explore. This was .

readily adopted. After lunch of dampers (we were to have damper every day in the second week) the
afternoon was spent in leisurely exploration. The right hand fork was pretty but not as spectacular as the
- left hand one. With the rain gone we were able to enjoy the night sky. ‘

Day 11 |

We walked beside the Chewings range, with various members of the party running.off to investigate

possible water sources for lunch and then later for camping. At lunch a pretty lemon and black patterned
butterfly shared some of our orange Tang with us. We also had camembert cheese with our damper. |
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shb»uld mention that we all shared food for three meals a day plus beverages in one food group. Don had
warked out a fairly complicated system of who was carrying what for each meal and it did not take long..

for party members to produce whatever was required quickly in order that their packs would be lightened. -

A food group does require a fair amount of pre-organisation. However, everyone was pleased with the -
variety of food we had and overall i think everyone carried a lighter load than they would have normally
. done. It was becoming apparent that this panof the country did not have as much water as previously:
At mid-afternoon we were divided into two parties to look for'water-and the party | was in found a huge
- tub of clean water.inside a 'cavern about 10 mins from the place we’'d decided to camp. Don and Alistair °
... climbed up above it and returned to tell us of the religibus experience they had there. That night we had -
some songs, poetry and lulfabies. ST Ry T e '

A group of us left early to enjoy. the religious experience - another hitherto unknown magical.canyon.'ir
the meantime, the others wastied'up the.porridge pots and packed up. After our trip we all set off walking
through hot ridges.. After-lunch. we were able to walk along a somewhat extensive system of brumby
tracks For some reasof;- possibly: due to the ambience of:dust, fresh equine and bgvine droppings we
iz developed aty k of ‘cowboy accents. We Were actually to -sight some brumbies who
. " obligingly poséd for phidtog "Arriving at the planried campsite - a pretty. waterhole, flat ground with.

.- attractive trées several years. ago, we were disappointed to find it had turned into.a stockyard-and the - .
. -water supply. befouled."| and Barry searched for another place and once agéin it was-Barry who

-%.stored: The water:this time was only & mins from the only suitable camping place s a flattish-area amongst

“-somé.young fiercé-looking spinifex bushes.. ' A L s e

g w spent the ’ﬂé_;_t}_p?n;or the morning.exploring: péé‘sible canydr}gf.'i_h, the lmmednat Vicinity ihéiﬁ”fg;urngqi” '
the plain to explore more possible:canyons as we made our way east. Lunch was in another previously -

nknown cariyon just before Hugh Gorge. Afterwards we had another long tridgé towards the entrance
r orge, arfiving there rather late. Just as we approached:we suddenly heard voices and thep
- ppsared to'be huridreds of children! We slunk back and the decision was made not to make’
Foourp ce known to them. The area we were now in is leased by a person who has in the past refused
- ~fo.give; perriission to bush walkers. to be there and who apparently refuses to sell the land to the NT
~Govefhment 1o be-included ih a National Park. In recent years changes to the lease agreement to allow
passive use of cattle leases by other individuals has been introduced by the NT Government.. Thus, with
our-legal position.unclear we retreated to & rather.unpleasant flat area ori top of a hill and a small party
.crept surreptiously into the gorge and collected water unseen. This was achieved in the very last light and
at the end of it most of us had pretty weary feet. :

Day 14

A light wind became a gale during the night. Breakfast was eaten in gusty conditions. Two litres of water
was distributed to each person as it was uncertain as to the quality of water we might find along the Hugh
River. We trudged all morning in hot weather to a place on the map called Reedy Hole, a loop in the river -
bypassed by the main thoroughfare. The water there looked dubious so we boiled it for 10-15 mins before
using it. The afternoon was spent quietly: Just as we were going to bed we heard a great chorus of dingo
" howling in close proximity. This caused one person to move her gear and sleeping place rather speedily -
about’s seconds, | think. Don tried 1o reply but they rernained unimpressed. For our last night out we had
a magnificent sky complete with the rare occasion of the line up of Jupiter, Venus and Mars.

Day 15

Set off fairly early in steamy conditions. At the Heavitree Gap we saw a massive encampment of various
vehicles and large tents. The road which ran alongside the Hugh River had a lot of litter mainly in the
form of beer cans. All the same the big river trees were very beautiful and we were rewarded with a visit
of a tlock of pink cockatoos (also known as Major Mitchell cockatoos | believe). We arrived at the main
road at 10.30 and the bus arrived 15 mins later. WE had a room booked to clean up in and soon went
to town in search of beer, hamburgers and other forms of decadence before our flight back. The flight
being quite empty we were all allowed to visit the cockpit in small groups. Alex was in @ group which saw
the lights of Sydney from Parkes, a great end to an excellent holiday.

o8 # 0K OB X O® R



~ Scarpa TRIONIC 5L is a revolutionary step
lorward in footwear Crafted in italy, it fea-
" tures an all leather upper suede lining, full
bellows tongue and removable contoured
footbed
The anatomically shaped mid sole ensures
comfortable support and the “dynamic
strike point’ heel design provides a gradual
transition onto the sole without jolting, yet at
the same time gives excellent grip when de-

scending slopes

Due to its unique construction. and combt-
nation of modern materials with traditional
craftsmanship, TRIONIC requires a min:
mum of breaking-in, but is strong enough to
give protection when walking on hard or
rocky surfaces. Standard and wide fittings
available.

Paddy Pallin equiprnent Iets you put your
best foot forward.

Paddy Pallin Adventure Equipment

SYDNEY 507 Kent Street (02) 264 2685 0

MIRANDA 527 Kingsway (02) 525 6829
PARRAMIATTA 61 Macquarie Street (02) 633 3746
- WOOLLAHRA 252 Oxford Street (02) 387 4082
KATOOMBA 195 Katoomba Street (047) 82 2014
CANBERRA 46 Northbourne Ave 1062y 47 8949

L eafiets & Mail Orders Contact your nearest store or Paddy $ Mail Order PO Box K511 Haymarket 2000

JINDABYNE Kosctusko Road (0648) 6 2458
MELBOURNE 55 Hardware Street (03) 67 4845
HOBART 32 Criterion Street (002) 31 0777
LAUNCESTON 124 St John Street (003) 31 4240
ADELAIDE 40 Wayrnouth Street (08) 212 .7857
PERTH 7A/59 East Parade (09) 325 5984
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DOWN MEMORY LANE TO BUNGONIA GORGE

Barbara Bruce

Members of Party: Jan Mohandas (Leader), Morag Ryder, Miéhelle Powell,
Rob Webb, David Robinson, Jan Hodges, Tony Manes, Kay Chan, John
Burrows, Henry Foster, Jean Kendall, Geoff Mclntosh, Barbara Bruce.

On 6-7 July I had been part of Sev Stexnhell'spar’ty to Yadboro and The
Castle - a trip I last did many years ago. The weekend was superb in lots
~of ways and I experienced a rush of renewal on this return to 'serious'
walking. So, still filled with this feeling of being about as capable as in
earlier years, my mind zoned in on Jan Mohandas's Bungonia Gorge trip on
the weekend of 20-22 July. I hadn't been to Bungoma for years, either,
s0 1 was ready for another visit.

- Apparently the re%t of the party intended to arrive early on the Saturday
morning, but Rob, Michelle and myself all agreed we would rather drive up
on the Friday- mght and enjoy a good mght s sleep in the bush. It was
delightful to wake up and watch the sun rise over the ridges and valleys,
while the wind came in gusts SImllar in sound and interval to large waves
at the beach. : ¥

dturday morning we were all rugged up against the wind as we headed
down Long Nose Point, noting the growing ravagement of the landscape by
the Portland Cement mine. An hour later and 1 was enjoying our wander
along the picturesque banks of Bungonia Creek, amused at the sight of
John's pack, which reminded me of a modern day swag the way he had his
tent stowed underneath and. his billy strung on behind. That night we
found out why he couldn't fit them inside.

A pleasant stop in the sun for morning tea and then we were on the steep
climb up Mt Ayre. It felt like the middle of summer as the salt of my
‘sweat stung my eyes. At the false top we digressed to catch the view
down the Shoalhaven towards the Chimneys - quite a picture - then
proceeded to the top where we found a relatively sheltered area for lunch.
I believe 1 had the best spot - a good sized rock at my back and ]ust

. enough protection from the wind for me to be able to lie back and enjoy
the warmth of the sun for a nice snooze.

It was dii‘ficult to have to shift‘-from this position of comfort, but as usual
‘needs must, Back into the wind and down the steep shale track on the
northern side of Mt Ayre. A few of us were very aware of our knees after.
_ this experience. Jan advised us to collect water fromn the creek before
crossing and as Morag and 1 were waiting for the rest of the party on the
further bank (we didn't bother taking off our shoes to cross =~ the rest
did) we were discussing the current high level of the water and what it
looked like without any water at all. I reflected at this point that I
probably used to do a lot of talking (be quiet, Bob Younger!) because 1l
couldn't remember very much at all. It was not far from this junction to
the campsite either, so we had a mce early camp at 3pm. Good work, Jan.

Campfires are always Very satlsfymg to  the soul and this one was no
different. - The moon shone dully as we stole off to our tents for a good
night's rest.

Sunday morning Jan took s group further up the gorge to inspect the
waterfalls. He was concerned about the unusually high water level in the
creek due to the recent rains, but they were able to get most of the way
before having to turn back.
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As Saturday's 'excitement' had been Mt Ayre, Sunday's was negotiating our
way down among the boulders of Bungonia Gorge. - In the intervening o
years 1 had not forgotten the size of these boulders. On this occasion the
high water level meant that the usual route could not always be followed
and to top it off there had been a rockfall comparatively recently. Nature
once again proved how wonderful she could be by providing a tiny slot for
us all to slip through. The feeling of relief didn't last for long, though,
~ because we were soon struggling through lawyer vines, soft, rich soil and
huge boulders. During this exercise quite a large rock became dislodged
and rolled down over the boulders making a terrible sound: thank :
goodness no one was in its way. : '

Eventually we made it across to the other bank and after negotiating past
the stmgmg tree it became quite easy going before we stopped for lunch at
our prevmus day's morning tea pomt

A f;troll back along the pleasant banks of Bungonia Creek and then we
were chmbmg the well graded track of Long Nose Point. Aside from the
people of various trips and the boulders, this track is one of my main
pemories : ‘not difficult, even pleasant, just take it nice and steady. Until
you are almost at the top, anyway; the last 150 metres are a different
story. : ' :

Wé reached the. cars at around 4 pm - again not a bad time. One more trip
down ‘Memory Lane completed - I'll remember it a lot better this time. -

What's next???!
: #OK.E K K O X X M

Conservation.

A PLEA FOR OUR NATICNAL FARKS

Following o request ralsed at a-recent general mesting,
Alex Colley our Conservation secretary, has writben to the NSW
Premier, Mo Nick Gureluel expléasing concerl, on behall of SBUW
menbers, ot the proposed reduction in the role of the Natlonal
. Parks and Wildlife Service., He cunveyed to the Premier that SBUW
‘membérs fee] Lhe creation of a seperate policy and wildlife unitc
wodld  result an g less gualified evoluation of park and

Wildet ness ploptsals.

"Notilonal pal hé are cobslanlly belng degraded Ly sewage

pullution, roading, off-read vehicle penstration, so0-called
"concrol” burning, intrusive tesorl development and other

activlt’;e. " his levter read in part.

Alex also pointed out thet 1{ the Stete's netional park
systemn, acknowledged ©9 be one of Lhe woirld's best, 12 to be
adégquately protievied,” the role of rthe NFWD and its araffing
should be augmented and that the Wildlife Act should provide for
rh eatened species protection and wild and scenic rivers
managmmant..

[t will he inlel &:i"lt'll"lg to read 'he Tremler’s repiy which
wi1ll be duly reported in THE SYDNEY BUSHWALKEER when received.
Ed.
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IN MEMORIAM -~ DR. BOB BINKS

by Dot Butler

Bob Binks died cn the 28th August, just short of his
70th erthday. ' » —

A Memorial Service was s held on 3rd September at
Killara Uniting Church, mhere his many friends asdembled
to say "Goodbye".

For many years Bob was doctor for the Bush Walkers
Search & Rescue Organisation, and was always available when
called out, On these troubled occasions his wise and
compassionate understandlng soothed both the victims and
the distraught relatives.

.He was happy walking in the Blue Mountains, at
Kanangra, the Warrumbungles and in Tasmania, and also . i
skiing in the Kosciusko area, and was a member of the
University Alpine Club, - Friends remember many fine
weekends sk11ng and laying cark tlles on the floor of the U.A.C. Hut, and
drinking "red-eyes" (red wine).

We say "Goodbye" to a profound and lovable person, and offer our
condolences to his wife, Nan, daughter Gwaine, his brother, Christopher
and sister Nell. B : ' '

OBITUARY - ROY BRAITHWAITE

) Club hembers who knew him well over the years will hear
?7 - - with sadnegss of the death on 24th August of Roy Braithwaite
= X after a long illness.

Roy JOlned the Club in September 1947 and was a.strong,
vigorous and enthusiastic walker who went on many overnight
walks and also on holiday trips to Kgsc1usk0 and Tasmania.

After marrylng fellow Club member, Mary Macdonald, home building
and raising a family of four children took him from bushwalking
for many years. =~ However in the '70s, with the children grown
‘up, he returned to the Club and led many day test walks as well
as 901ng on overnight trips and holiday trips to K0301usko.

The Club sends its condolences to Mary and his family.

by Kath Brown
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A NIGHT AT THE OBSERVATORY

by Alex Colley

Bustwalkers, who spend many'nights beyond the pall of light and haze which envelope
Sydney, enjoy a clear view of the stars, provided there is no cloud. So it proved on Don
Finch's walk in the McDonmell Ranges in early June. OF particular interest was the’
conjunction of three planets, though nobody remembered which planets they weré. One was
obviausly Venus, the brightest of the planets. Another was either Saturn or Jupiter, on the
other side of the sun. . The third was harder to pick, was it Mercury? no, it was too high ’
in the sky, Was it Uranus? no, Uranus ¢an't be seen with the naked eye. Mars perhaps?
Very amall for Mars, though slightly reddish, but b81ng the other side of the sun a long way
off it would be dim. Yes, it was Mars,

. It was not surprising that some 40 members turned up at the ‘Sydney Observatory on July
3]st to learn more about the stars. lWe assembled at 8.15 pm and spent the next quarter hour
or 'so operating a series of very instructive models on the ground. floor. There was one which.
suspended two packets of cornflakes over pulleys. They could be raised by pulling on strings.
One répresented the weight of the packet on the moon — a featherweight - the other could hardly
be shifted. It was the weight of a packet on-Jupiter. Another of particular interest was
a simulation of the movement of planets round the sun.  The movement of the planets is ‘

governed by two balancing forces - centrifugal and gravity. If it weren't for gravitational
attraction théy would shoot off intc space like a shot from a sling. The planets near the
sun have to mave pretty fast to maintain their orbits. Mercury goes round in about three of
our morths.,  Saturn, near the edge of’ the solar system, takes nearly 30 years.

v Then we went to the small theatre, where Vicki gave us a talk on the history of the

Observatory and Australia's present astronomical organisation with stations at Siding Springs,
Mount Stromlo, Parkes etc, and showed us a video explaining some of the constellations. Most
of  them were named long ago, in ancient Greece. ~ The stars do change positions, but only very
slowly.

After -this we, were divided. into three groups, each with a guide, and shoun the teleguopes.
The DldEbt one, a 12 inch telescope, 1nstalled drodnd 1858, uds originally manually operated.
Because the stars are continually moving around the sky, the telescope must move with them at
the same height above the horizon and the same speed. This necessitates accurate movement of
the telescope .and its housing. -'If it didn't move with the stars they would streak across the.
gyepiece too fast for observation. Picking up the field to be looked at wasn't so easy. It
was necessary to look through a small telescope attached to the main tube to find the approx-
imate field, then defime it further by looking through another with larger magnification before
aligning the big tube. ’ » '

Unfortunately we.couldn't look at the stars because it was too cloudy, but this hardly
mattered when we moved an to the newer, computer operated, electronic telescope, which can be
instructed to focus straight on to the required field. What we could have seen on a fine night
was clearly recalled on the computer screen - nebulae, star clusters, galaxies etc.  Some
example of these phenomena can be seen with the naked eye. For instance the star cluster -
"The Garden of the Pleides" can be seen for several months in summer. Other clusters appear
only as blurred objects. ' ' '

Galaxies too can be seen, the Magellan Clouds, near the Southern Cross, are galaxies.
They are in a variety of shapes, most, like our own, a flattened spiral and perhaps slightly

fuzzy but indistinquishable from stars without magnification. Some clusters are so concentrated

that they appear as a solid mass, even when viewed through a telescope. How would it be if

our solar system were part of a cluster, instead of being comparatively isolated? Would we

be surrounded by suns? No, not really. The stars of the cluster are mostly a few light years
- apart; but they would appear, probably, as bright as Venus.

After this we went back to the theatre for. further videos and questions. How is distance
medsured?  The angle of the earth to the nearer stars is measured from apposite sides of the
farth's orbit. This enables the computation of a triangle with the base line Earth's orbit
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the angles on either side of the base line and from that the distance to the apex of the -

- ‘triangle. This doesn't work if the stars are very distant, but there is another method.
=There.is a star type knoun as a Cepheid variable which becomes brighter or dimmer at regular
_intervals. They are knoun to be about, the same size, and distance of a galaxy can be ‘

' ‘”Galcuiatgd by brightness if one is found. ‘

e ”éff;he;éndcpf.the euening.me_werelsﬁpwn_a video which simulated a éourney from the

"~ -earth at;distances” measured in multiples of.10. At somewhere round 107 we could see. the

_.'uhqlenegj%h. . Then we could see the whole solar system and eventually, at 1023, our ‘galaxy

45 33 é‘sméllggiu:. _Thed‘we'came_back‘again to the earth. We didn't stop there but went down

" “to évér ‘smallér-particles - cells, atoms, protops and quarks. Is there a limit to space?
Finstein said there was, of a sort. - Are quarks made..up of,smallér pépticles? Perhaps ‘we -

will never know. Nor will we ever know how it was all organised or why it’is-there at all, * ¢

i
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§ In early 1992, we are offering a ﬁnique opportunity to see the rugged
Kimberley Coast at its best, when the land is green and the rivers and
waterfalls are at their spectacular best. '

We begin with a buis ride from Kununurra to Wyndham where a boat brings us
to the Berkeley River where we spend a full day exploring Berkeley Gorge on foot. Next day, the
boat brings us to King George Falls where the river plunges 80 metres into the sea at the head of
one of Australia’s most spectacular gorges. Aftera week exploring the area, an amphibious plane
picks us up and brings us to a fishing camp just below the lower gorge on the Drysdale River. There

we can relax and do some fishing or do some exploring up the gorge on foot or do
" a-bit of both before the plane brings us back to Kununurra.

§§ . ~ Charter boats and planes are not Ehéhp so this trip will be expensive.
... However, therewill beaspecial advance purchase discount. Write,
_phone or fax now for details.

WILLIS'S WALKABOUTS
12 Carrington Street
Millner NT 0810

Phone (089) 85 2134 .
~ Fax: (089) 85 2355 .

ADDITIONAL WALK - HOLIDAY WEEKEND -_Monday 7th October

Yelensburgh - Burgh Track - North Era - Burning Palms - Figure Eight Pools ~
Werrong ~ Otford. MEDIUM. Leader: JINM CALLAWAY - Phone 520 7081 (H)

Please contact leader if interested so that a suitable train time
' can be arranged.
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THE AUGUST GENERAL MEETING

by Barry Wallace

There were around 16 members present when the President, in the chair, called the meeting
to order at 2023. The call for apologies brought responses on behalf of Joy Hynes, Ian
Debert, Dot Butler and Peter Yardley. Of the new members, both Helen Hestelow'and Bill Hope
came forward to receive applause, constitution, annual report and badge.

The Minutes of the previous general meeting were read, and after some sorting out of the
type of problem you can only have with a word processing package, received as a true and correct
record, : )

Incoming correspondence included a letter from Keith Sherlock agreeing to our proposal to
auction the offered painting and put the funds into the conservation fund, from Veronique
Crowther, Ernie Austin and Arnold Medbury resiging from membership, a notice of the A.G.M. from
Confederation together with minutes of the previous R.G.M. and leaflets on various aspects of
bushwalklnq, and a letter from the N.P.A. regarding the proposed "Walk of Shame", designed to
. drau attentlon to the degraded state of the coastal’ track in Royal Natlonal Park.

The only-matter arising gave rise to a dleUSSlOﬂ of the disposal of the palntlng of fered
by Keith Sherlock. The painting is valued at around $300 and the feeling was that this value
- would rot be likely to be realised through the club auction. It was decided to raffle the
palntlng over the period leading up to the club Chrlstmas Party.

. There were also out901ng letters; -to Confederatlon notlfylng them that Spiro has been
elected to the position of delegate and that Bill Holland will act as delegate in the absence of

~Jim Callaway, to Kirribilli Heighbourhood Centre confirming our use of the upstairs meeting

room or every Wednesday of the month, to Y.H.A. providing them with requested details of the
club memberhsip and activities, to the.Commonwealth Bank employer of Peter Tresseder confirming
arrangements for him to address the Club as part of our Social Program, to John Neuman
recommending that he consider non-active membership, and a letter, written by the Conservation
Secretary to Mr. Webster, N.S.W. Minister for Planning, regarding the Blue Mountains draft

Local Enuxronment ‘plan. . v

The Treaaurer S Report indicated that we received $2, DOQ, bpent $b21 and ended up with a
bark balance of $7,372. A motion that the Treasurer be authorised to transfer surplus funds
into appropriate accqunts which will yield a higher rate of return was passed.

And so it was, that as pink angora is inexorably drawn to blue serge, we proceeded, you
quessed it, to the lWlalks Reports. The weekend of July 12 to 1l4th saw both weekend trips, Jan
‘Mghandas's Newnes to Bool Bone Gap and 811l Holland's Meryla Pass to Lake Yarunga, cancelled.
Of the day walks, Dick Weston re-routed his Woodford to Springwood walk to increase the pro-
portion of fire trail walking for the 16 starters and Jim Callaway experienced problems with
the S.R.A. with closed rail lines, cancelled trains and alternative taxis. Despite all that
the 12 people were able to complete a slightly re-routed version of the R.N.P. station to
Uaterfall walk. It was that sort of wEEKend, you see.

Ian Debert 1nCorp0rated the party léft over from Bill Holland's previous weekend cancell-
ation into his Mount Carrialoo - Yarunga Creek trip to have a party of 9.on what was. described
as a pleasant walk. - Jan Mohandas had 12 starters on his Mount Ayre - Bungonia - Shoalhaven
walk., They reported some prblems with increased water levels in Bungonia Gorge, but otherwise
all appears to have gone well. Judy Mehaffey had 4 cyclists on her Bulli- eycleway ride.

The day was magnificent, the track'level, and they lunched at the lighthouse. = Alan Mewett's
Biamee Creek Track had.... er, problems. The party of 14 (smapshot count ~ lunchtime) became
dispersed somewhat due to some person (un-named in this account) locking the keys in their
newish car and requiring assistance from various other persons to retrieve them. There was
also a small outbresk of navigational inexactitutde. None-the-less, a good time was had.

July 2Bth to 28 saw Jim Rivers and assistant leading a party of 11 on his Shay Ridge Dam
to Mount wiison trip,  After a verry cold Friday night they made up for this by sleeping-out
down on the wolléngambe River on Sunday night. They rose early after a fairly miserable meal
the night before and reached Mount Wilson by 0830. Dick Weston was having none of this .
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nonsense for his Faulconbridgeito Wentworth Cave walk - - he cancelled it.
Details of Chris Perry's snow camping trip were sparse but we do know there were 3 starters.
Errol Sheedy had a party of 5 plus 13 (no, I don't know what that means) on a-cool and sunny
day for his Waterfall to Engadine walk. fMorag Ryder's Devil's Hole to Leura walk went but
there are no details. '

Jan Mohandas had 19 walkers on his visit to Cloudmaker trip over the 2nd to 4th August.
They reported good cold weather and a rather tough Sunday. The cambined Coolana maintenance
and bush skills weekend attracted parties of around 3 and 15 respectively. The weather was
gloricusly. sunny and mild and the ticks appear to have been on holiday. Ian Wplfe's cross-
country ski trip was cancelled. Tony Manes reported an initial party of 8 on his Bundeerma to
Otford via the rocks and littoral day walk. For some reason there were numerous drop-outs as
the day wore on. Chris Sonter's Lane Cove N.P. day trip went, the day was fJne and warm and
there were around 15 on the trip.

For the meekend of 9th to 1lth August Morrie Ward cancelled his Kanangra Walls - Storm-
breaker - Kamangra Creek walk and there was no report of Karl Lackmann's St.Albans area trip
that same weekend. = The Paddy Pallin cross-country ski race was run in the by now traditional
atrocious bliyzard. The Perrys, Chris and Keith, were there and lived to tell. Tony Manes'
Mount Hay Road to Neates Glen day walk attracted a party of 20 on a greét day and Morag Ryder
saw her pérty of 15 safely along the Heathcote to Bundeena route.

The Social Heport indicated that we managed to choose the only overcast nighﬁ in a long
Tun of fine weather for our visit to the Sydney Observatory.

Conservation Report brought news that we have received a response from Tlm Moore, N.S5.W.
Minister for the Environment, to our letter(s) expressing our opposition to proposals to build
‘houses on the Nattai and near Green Wattle Creek., The letter provides a guarded indication
of opposition to the two proposals by the N.P.W.5. The only expression of opinion by the
minister himself .is: = "In general, my view is that, development applications in nominated
wilderness areas must be judged in-terms of their individual merit and consequences."

We have also received a letter thanking us for ours regarding the Blue Mountains draft
Local Environment Plan., There was notice of a meeting of parties interested in conservatlon
issues in the Blue Mountains. Copies of the Colong Bulletln are available gratls in the

clubroom.

General Business saw advice of the decision to renew our public liability policy in view
of ‘the. lack of resolution of details for the Confederation policy., The Club's delegates will
segk clarification of this and subscription conditions at the Confederation A.G.M. We appear
to have a problem justifying the total cost of Confederation membership to our Club. - In the
absence of details of Confederation financial reports for the year prior to the A.G.M, we will
have to ask our delegates.to act on general rather than specific guidelines.

The meeting closed at 2147.
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WALKS REPORT . . by Tony Manes

Twenty one people (14 members, 5 prospectives and 2 visitors) attended the walk on
" 11th August last from Mount Hay to Evans Lookout. Excellent weather for a walk - blue sky,
cool fresh air, no wind and bright sunlight. A very good group of fast walkers made leading
easy. ‘Moching tea at Lockley's Pylon was magnificent. Lunchbreak at Blue Gum for some -
others chose to walk up to Perry's Lookdown and back for lunch.-

Water in all creeks and river was crystal clear - the cleanest I have ever seen 1t. The

. walk up to Beauchamps Falls was pleasant, but quite cold for the rest of the walk up to Neate's

Glen via the Grand Conyon. ° Unfortunately Jan mQhandas took a fall and injured his left thigh
muscle. '

All in all, it was an excellent day out.

#*O¥ ¥ B ¥ # ¥ o #




September 1991 The Sydney Bushwalker Page 15

1 &3

MATLBAC

Letter to the Editor- . o ’ from Jdv1Nemmén

Too old? Never!

In recent years it has become apparent that fewer "aged" members attend meetings of our
Club and also are seldom seen on bushwalks.

This is not due to lack df interest but maihly to a changed lifestyle which retirement
and increasing years.imposes on senior citizens.

flany clubs and associations have recognised these problems and rather than lcse these
_ "aged” members have acted with understanding and encouragement by extendlng to them the favour
of a special category membership with concessional annual fees.

Such action is recommended to our Club and could be effected by extending the membership
grade of "non-active" to read "nen-active, aged and/or disabled pensioner”.

{Subscriptions 1991:-  Active $30; non-active $9, non-active with magazine>$21., Editor.)

Readers may remember we recently quoted excerpts of a letter Club member Rudi Dezelin
received from the Minister for the Environment, Mr Tim Moore, in response to Rudi's suggestion
that suitable citizens be appointed honorary rangers to keep an eye an what s 901ng on in our
‘National Parks in regard to rubbish and litter disposal.

e invited Club membpr° to let us know their thoughts and to tell us if they recalled
such a scheme operating in the past. Lucy Sullivan of Killara has kindly sent us.the
Fo]1ow1ng letter:-

Letter to the Editor- ' ’ ‘from Lucy Sullivan

Re Rudils suggestion of honorary rangers

1 have heard of two people getting themselues appointed honorary rangers, although I
don't know the details of the authority making the appointment. One was the father of a
friend who had his place disturbed by bikies and other louts making use of a large piece of
vacant land adjoining his house. He had himself made an honorary ranger so that he could
tell them off - he was a large and aggressive man.

The second is a friend whose house backs on to the Lane Cove River Park. After several
disputes with the rangers over their attempts to drive a fire trail past the foot of her land,
she became an hororary ranger with respapsibility for maintaining access and also ability to
reprimand others abusing the park, €.Q. dumplng garden rubbish in the creek.

I think she thinks she is still a ranger, so perhaps the program hasn't entirely lapsed.

(Thanks, Lucy. Most interesting. Any other -thoughts or recollections. from other members?
: Editor.)

CONGCRATULATIONS T0 - Helen and Brian GQLDSTRAM whose. second child, a girl,
Amy Elizabeth was born last August.

MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES -~ Peter Yardley 8782493 (M) or 428 4444 {B)
or 8TL1 Holland 484 6636 (H) or 925 3308 (B).

THE EDITOR wishes any material for 1nrlu¢10n in the magazine to be sent to

her home address, 43 P5ne Street, Cammeray 2062, not to the Club box number.



o, , . ‘ Septenmb 1981
age 16 The Sydney Bushwalker , e -er

THE CLUB DEBATE - 17/7/91

THE STANDARDS OF THE CLUB ARE MOST CERTAINLY NOT WHAT THEY USED. 10 BE (THANK‘HEAVENS.....)

“Gur hard working and enterprising social secretary, Fran Hollend, recently arranged a
highly successful and amusing debating evening at the Club.  Apart from anything else, it was
a good way of sorting out the bravehearted from the shy, and it soon became clear as the former
strode through the front door -that, while some members do not hesitate to jump across chasms,
surge up mountains and forge rivers, they are less than enthusiastic (let's face it, terrified)
to speak in publlc.

- However, oné such person who has no trouble doing both with aplomb, is of course, Dot
Buvler, who proved that her performance in both areas is neck and meck in excellence. Dot
chose the intriguing topic: "That the standards of the Club are not what they used to be"
and; as Dot can do so well, she managed to inject a perfect blend of humour and sauciness into
her argument.

She began her case by reflecting on the recent incident where a number of .Club members
were stranded on the wrong side of the Kowmung River and compared it to a time way back in the
1930s when.another group of members were "misplaced” on a Club trip. It was feared, explained
Dot, that the young ladies, who were accompanied by a member of the- opposite sex, would lose
their reputatlunq if it became known they bad spent a whole night alone in the bush with a MAN
(desplte the numbers being in their favour).

Club member Edgar Yardley, who was the uncle of none other than our current New Members
Secretary, Peter Yardley, and another member called Ian Malcolm, later composed a song to
. commemorate the occasion much to the dismay of a third member, Harold Chardon (the fiance of
one of the ldst girls) who had.tried to hush the whole event for the sake of . the glrls
reputatlon Ah, where is surh chlvaly today......

Dot's case, of course, was watertight.....if these were the standards of the Club then
they have deflnltely dropped.  She capped off her already convincing argument by producing .the
words of the song which were beautifully sung by Make Reynolds and Tom Wenman., e reproduce
them here in the ihtefgts of all those who like & hearty ballad to sing under the shower.
They're sung to the tune of "The Mountains of Morne". :

The Search Party - Where the Slopes of Mount Mauin sweep down the the Cox.

(Written by 1930s Club members Edgar Yardley ahd Ia: Malcgim)

Now walkers, this clear hill's a wonderful sight

With its mountains uprising to left and to right,

And bushwalkers love in that region to roam

Though it's bleak and it's lonely and far, far from home.

Large parties assemblgq. to hike out that way

. To celebrate good old King'George's birthday - - -
They feasted, thay sang, and they scrambled o'er rocks
Where the slopes of Mount Mouin sweep down to the Cox.

In the.depths of a beautiful fime frosty night

Page, Duncan and Yardley aswcke in great fright;

They had camped in the velley away down below

And were snoozing so snug in the camp-fire's glow - - -

When they heard echoes sounding way up on the hill,
Sure, it gave the poor fellows a terrible thrill.

"who is it?" they said, "at our solitude mocks
Where the slopes of mount Mouin sweep down to the Cox?

They saw torches gleaming - - a signal, of course,

But no one could read it, 'twas Harold's strange Morse - -
Then they heard bushes crashing and voices guite near

‘And three stalwart fellows in camp did appear.
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"Ach, sorrer," said they, "Poor old Taro's astray - -~
Yith four lovely ladies he's lost in some way!

They have no food to eat! Not a match in their box
Where the slopes of Mount Mouin sweep down to the Cox."

e sywmpathised deeptly to hear the sad news

Then ROLLED UP IN QUR BLANKETS TO FINISH OUR SNOOZE.

‘BUt Orangoutang Roots and the Test of his pals

Spent the shole of the night searching round for the gals.

But nothing they found, and when morning dawned clear
01d Taro with maidens quite safe did appear - -

But they dote on search part;es,_lt s "so orthodox
Where the slopes of Mount Mouin sweep douwn to the C0x4
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THE CONFEDERATION BUSHWALKINB CLUBS NSW INCORPDRATED

COMBINED 1990/1991 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING_& ANNUAL CONFERENCE
24/8/891

by Spiro Hajiﬁakitas
The president Gordon Lee géve a welcoming address and,praised the many achievements of the
Confederation and criticised the lack of support given to the skeleton staff of Confederation.

Guest speaker Alex Colley spoke of the history of the conservaticn movement in NSW.

Secretary’s Report presented by Garry phillpott. _Confederation received 319 items of corres-
pondence (not including magazimes and advertisements etc), 250 personal bushwalking enquiries
and 1300 telephore enguiries. ' ' - '

oearch & Rescue Report presented by Keith Maxwell., 1991 was a "quiet" year, only 3 callouts
and 5 "alerts". It appears that Pollce reglonallsatlon has resulted in regional Police
overlooking Confeder1t;on s Search & Rescue's unigue skills.  S&R- is attempting to improve
the situation by contacting each region. '

Insurance - Bill Holland SBW, Brian Walker CMUW. Paul Leckie Yarrawcod and Rose Maxwell Mount
Druitt were appointed to a sub-committee to examine Confederation's rights under the insurance
policy. : ) )

Treasurer's Report PFESLHted by Apse Maxwell. During her three years as treasurer Confederation
has undergone some changes, such as insurance -and -incorporation, but more needs to change.
Instead of penny pinching, "do nothing" organisation, too mean to spend on setting up the structures
of a statewide body, Confederation needs the support of all the clubs, a vision of what Coned-
eratlun is aiming for and the willingness to carry it through.

Part _of the 1991/1992 BUDGET is as below:-

GENERAL ACCOUNT INCOME ' GENERAL ACCOUNT EXPENDITURE
1851 ’ 19 ) 1992
9815 Fees 10 000 1 761 Newsletter 2000
1800  Ball 1 700 - Photocopier 4 000
2492 Insurarce (sports accident) 2 500 - 504 Printing & Stationery 2 000
1145 Advertising newsletter 1 000 : - A.G.M. -1 500
1433 Other 1 300 3 25, Insurance 4 500
dark account 11 665 1 175 Ball 1 200
: . 1200 toS.&R.Ac © 2 000
16785 28 165 - Conservation 1 000
B 900 . Postage 1 000
1 970
918  Other 6 995

— . Accumulated Funds - —S——

10 333 ' 28 165
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5 & R_ACGCOUNT INCOME ) S & R ACCOUNT EXPENDITURE

1951 1992 1891 i ' » 1982
1893 Rogain 2 000 ‘ - New Eguipment - Radios 10 000
-1 200 Portion of Fees 2 000 - New Trailer 1 500
5 872 Bequest & Donations 2 000 328 Printing & Stationery 700
2 480 VRA Grants. . ~ - D U6 Rogain 2 000
1158 Other . . 800, i - Travel expenses 500
Bank A/c 12 861 846 Pagers 900

- ) ' 2 860 Depreciation old equipment -
12 604 : 19 861 7% Other 1 700
Accumulated Funds 2 561
7 554 ' 19 861

A Motion to accept the Treasur81 s Report was accepted by the Meeting with 2 SBUY delegates
Bill Holland and Jim Oxley dissenting from the portion of the Report which rovered the Budget
for 1891/92.

Fee Structure: At present all Member Clubs are paying $3.50 per member per annum except NPA
who are paying $600 for what they say is a percéntage of their membership that are bushwalkers.
Three of ‘the four SBW delegates spoke of SBW's opposition to the fee structure and Bill Holland
gave notice that SBW would mot pay any increase in fees next year as by Bill's reckoning, the
BUdget indicated an increase to $7 per head.  Bill criticised the expenditure of running
Confederation. Many delegates spoke in support of the running of Confederatlon, some were
‘surprised at SBUW's attitude and Michael Maack concluded the episode by statlng that if it cost
$X to run Confederation effectively, so be it! Michael also pointed out that SBW charged $30
per head for their Club membershlp. : : '

Nem folce Bearers Elected'

President - MICHAEL MAACK Sprlngwood Club
Senior Vice-President - BRIAN WALKER CMu
Junior Vice-President - TONY PARR Camden
" Treasurer - DIANA PETERS Fairfield
Secretary - GARRY PHILLPOTT CMW
Assistant Secretary - SPIRD HAJINAKITAS SBU
Minute Secretary - ALAN DIXON CMu
Co-Editors - GORDON LEE SBW, MICHAEL MAACK and ANN BOWSKILL
Conservation Officer - ROGER LEMBYT Springucod
Public Officer - JIM CALLAWAY SBUW :
Assistant Conservation Officer & Tracks & Access Officer - PAUL LECKIE
~Search & Rescue Director - KEITH MAXWELL Mount Dxu1tt
Publicity Officer - ROBYN ARTHUR
+Auditor -~ IAN COX ‘
Archives Officer - WARWICK BLAYDEN

The Conference proved to be a success and all present wlshed it to be staged every year.
891ng held on a Saturday enabled Country Clubs to part1c1pate and many yet unresolved issues such
as the fee structure, aims of Confederation, Insurance, Educatlon, Communication etec. at least
,)got an airing, and the groundwork for the rew-Committee has been laid.

T N R T ST S Y

WEDDING BELLS

Karen MCFARLANE married Ray PATTISON on 22nd December 1880. Their new

ddress isi- - :
GCEESS 1STT /48 Pittuater Road, Gladesville 2111  Phone B16 5628

NEW MEMBERS

Please add the following names to your Membership Liste:-
FAN John - 2/37 McKell Street, Birchgrove 2041 Phone 810 3516 (H)

GRAY Erica - 5 Lurline Street, Wentworth Falls 2782 " (047) 57 3017 (H)
' " (047) 38 4622 (B)

MARGRAET  NWEN  vew phave Ne G4 3 3




