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THE SEPTEMBER (HALF-YEARLY) GENERAL MEBTING.
| T , . " by Jim Brown.

The %ally of those present at the start of business was about 40,
and without any Conmstitutional change proposals, né other mejor fighting
issues, and hét even a Walks Secretary to give account of recent activities,
a quiet meebilis seemed likely, notwithstanding the thunder, lightning and
periodicsl heavy rain outside. R - )

First, however, we had to welcome four new members, Jill Cahn, Malcolm
Noble, .Rod Paton and Carl Dowm, while another recent admission, Diamna Lynn,
was not present. Nothing developed from the August minutes, and Corres—
pondence was 2 singularly dreary batch, with nothing worth remarking.

The Secretary ran through the financial stabtements for the months of
July/August, which showed an .ultimate stability, because the opening balance,
of $851 in the working funds had appreciated very slightly to $876 at the
close of August. Therc had, of course, beén numerous inward and outward
movements of money, o

Rosemary Bdmunds, presenting Federation notes, was at a disadvantage
because of a deal of imterference from Hughie's "Noises Off" Cluby but we
seemed to hear that a locked gatc had been installod on the Medlow Gap Road,
followlng discovery of trail bike tracks on the Cox, togother with an ine
truder carrying & rifle.- Fode:atidn‘was also looking into a problem
concerning camping in the Mount Tomzh ares without committing trespass,

The Presidont celled for nominations for the 1974 He-union Site; and
of the two places named; Woods Creek and Macarthurs Flat, the former carried
the daye At this stage there were no takers for the vost of Convenor,

So to General Business and @ propogel by Adricnne Shilling that Walks
Programmes be produced on paper instead of expensive card., It was advanced
that in the 3 months! cyclc of programmes, paper at.one/third cost would be
durablc enough and would help keep down postage rales, which were likely to
escalatc in the near future: o limited number could be printed on card as
collectors® picces. Owen Marks quoricd what annusl saving would be derived
and several spcakers alluded to the loss of concession postal charges, The
uge of the best quelity absorbent paper and the desirebility of not over—
producing the programme (quentitatively) worc memtioned, and the motion was
carriod, ' . o

Kath Brown mentioned the dourth of tegt walks on +the Sept-Oct—November
Walks Programme and gsve details of three trips that werc virtuslly identical
with walks accertod as tests during the last couple of yearse It was
suggested Committec could perkaps look at these, -and possibly other trips
which werce not merked as Tests, but woero perhaps of the requisite standarde.
Without procecding to = motion, it was acceptod the programme would be
reviewed in this regard,

It was etill only 8;45 p.m.;'but after an appeal from the Federation
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Ball Committee for stronger SeB.%, support, and thé usual catalogue ofxfrip
amouncements, a very tranquil Half,YearlyaMeeting was brought to finality,

FHRARREHAHAH AR

. HOW'TEE SYPNEY BUSHUALIRRS BEGAN. .. DTN

Cb@piled'fromy%ﬂé?Miﬁutés‘Book'éfvfhe Mbﬁniéiﬁ?iﬁ*”;“;;ﬂ;g~;~
'TrailstIub‘vay“Myies Js Dunphy - Sept,1948,

For semo years prior to 1927 the N.S.W, Tourist Bureau had directed
-all inquitios concerning walking tours t6 the HonSecretary.oﬁbthe'MOuntain~
Trails Club, with instructions to write direct to the-inquirer5¢r"An'ing
- quirer might Phrase his or her’ request in a few lines but\thc’w@rthy segretary,
having the interests of the reoreation at heart, could not frame' his informs.
ative answer in similar brief termss often.an ddequate reply required four
closcly~written pages and a .sketch map, perhaps more, . Sometimes neither .
acknowledgment nor thanks were received for efforts which used up a lot of
DPreoious time, and could only have been compiled by an experienced walker, -

from time to time, in an attempt to discover how bost to handle the snowballing
_ situation in » helpful and not discouraging marner. Ope g00d rdsult which -
cnsued was that some of the inquiring walkers were invitcd,to.M.T.C.'meotings.
to take .part. in discussions; & few were invited teo beocome members and did so,
A fair proportion of the inquiries were from women walkers; nons of those '
wes invited to the club but their needs were just as imporfant as those of the
meNe . : o

In the nmeantime cortain correspondence had appcared in "The Sun! NewWg~-
paper relative to ths matter, as followss " S

(1)  Walking Trips:("The Sun" 2/8/27).‘ Mre JeDebert to walking enthﬁbiésts; :

"I should like to sec in Sydney a "Hikers" Club, where "hikers" could
meel and diseuss routes, places of interest; cte, and so.fill a long-felt want
for those whO»go_Oh:walking trips.. Many walkers, no:dbubt, profer to.go with
thelr owmn friends, or even alone, rather than be botherod With organising trips;
but their information would be valuzblc to others, and so I would suggest a
free and casy meeting=place Tor 211 those who "hit the trail®, . Organiscd trips
could be arranged for those who wished, and no doubt the schome would, be one
of mutual benefit, The club should, naturally, be open to lady members, for
one sces as many of tho fair scx on the trail as mon," - :

(2)  Hiking ("Tho Sun® 4/8/27). Miss, Joss Scott writess ,
*I and sovaral girl friends ‘roadjv'zith‘éons,idorab-l'o’;in%éi-est the lettor
of Mrs J, Debert advocating the formation‘ofﬂafPHikihg"‘club.»,'With the

approach of spring the beauties of tho countryside. séem to 1ift their voices o
appealingly to the “hiker", celling hi;'to:yiew;their unadorned splendour, -
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With some friends I periodically go out on walking tours, and find it a
very healthful and interesting pastimeis Tt is one which, were it easier
to get information re routes and conveniences for camping, would be un-

surpassed." : ‘ ‘ :

(3)  Walking Tours (The Sun, 5/8/27) « Mr.Myles Dunphy (Secretery,
: L Mountain Trzils Club) writess

"The Mountain Trails Club of F.S.W. has specialised in walking and
camping tours, and the preservation of native fauna and flora and beauty
apots, for the past 14 years. Any interested visitors are wolcome at the
meetings held second Friday every month, 7.30 Pslle;, 8% Room 3, N.S.W. Sports
Club Building, side enmtrance, 10 Hunter Street, Sydney. The club is an
amatour exploring one; its mambers preferring rough countbry right away
from settlement, and for that reason membership is by invitation only, and
ladies ere not cligible Tor membership, although on some éasicr trips they
have been included in the parties, carrying their owm packs, notably to
Barrington Tops, Bulga and Colboyd Plateaux, Burragorang”Valley,-Yarrdwitgh,
etcs, - Any iniprmation“asutd‘known'routes and kit will be gladly givens®

" The immediate rosult of these lebters wes that ssvoral men’ visitors

called at the next threc M.T.C. meetings and went on walks with the olub,

It became plain to the Trailors that the club should do something to |
help the unorganized malc walkers without having to break its constitution.
The gquestion wass how far could the process of absorption be carried with—
out ohanging the club's unique character. Ite members would not damage .
their bush brotherhoods : ‘

A special mecting was called for 2lss October, 1927. Tho motions—
"That the club creats prebebionary membors" was. argued at length, with
the result that probationary membership was thought to be unsatisfactory,
Members were in a quandary: they were animated by the degire to do some~
thing for the unattachcd welkers who cxpected assistancc, but they could
not admit ladies to membership, or any men who lacked the trailer instinct
and bushmanship. I : o

It was decided 2 better plan would be to form = sepsrete wallking club,
distinet from the M.T.C., having its own management,; but by name or symbol
- to show it was formed under tha auspices of the M.T.Ce It was agrgedfthat
the MaToCo could not do less than render a public service by forming a ncw
walking club, with an casy constitution and casy cenditions of mombership,
with the dofinitc objoct of boing a recreational walkers' club, purcly and
simply, and opcn to mombors of both sexos, Some membors of the M.T.Cs
would he pleased %o belong to such a frec club, C ‘

Alan P. Rigby moved that "a new walking club be formed hore and now'!.
The motion was steonded by LeRoy Davies and carricd unanimously, thc members
prosent being M.L. Borry (cheirman), L.R. Davics, A.J. Crzndon, A.P. Rigby,
E.A. Dickson, J, Gilléspie,'H.@.’Peatfield, and MsJs  Dunphy (Hom, Scce)e
It was resolved that thrce gbsent members who had writtesd tho Sceretary in
support of the matter be deemed membors. of the now club. They weres—
R.D. Ruddor; L. Purs and F. NcKonzioc - in all cleven membors, '
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Thereupon the M.TgC, meeting was declared closed by the chairman and
the first meeting of the naw walking club was declared open (21st October,
1927). A.P. Rigby was requested to act as chairman ang ¥eJe Dunphy was
appointed acting secretary., On the suggestion of M.J. Dunphy the name of
the new clup tentatively was declared to be "pe Waratah Walking Club",
because of the M.T.Ce padze emblem and the affiliation Oor association with
the M.TeC, considered desirable,’

The objects an& Constitution of the new club were drawn up immediately;
the date of next meeting decided, and it was arranged that notice of meeting
should be inserted in "The Sup" newspaper.,

Mgeting No, 2,° The press notice for this meeting read ag follows s~
(4) New Walking Club, ("ThoSun', 5/11/27).

The Secretary of the Mountain Trails Club, N.3,7. (Mr, Hyles J «Dunphy)
writess- : ' :

"It should be gz matter of interest to all Tecreation walkers in the
State, that Primarily through previous correspondence in "The Sun", a new
walking club wag recently formed, under the auspices of the M,ToCuy and
affiliated with it, This action should fill a long-felt want, Membership
is open to all walking'enthusiasts of' oither sex over the age of 16 years.,

"All interested are invited to attend the next meeting, to be held
Friday, November 11, at 7,30 Pelley; Room 3, side entrance, N.S.7, Sports Clup
Building, 10 Hunter Strect, when the consitution will be reviewed, the
bersonncl listed, and furthep tours arranged, "

" No meeting of the M.T.C, was held on 1lth November., This allowed the.
interested M.7T.C, members to attend this second mecting of- "Tho Waratah _
Walking Clupt, Many visitors turned upy including a number of ladies, Mr,
Eric A, Dickson was elected acting chairman, ir, Charles G, Kilpatrick was
elected hon. secretarye The neeting discussed the objects, coustitution and
conditionsg of membership; the clubts name, and annual subscription, A
conmittee was clocted to dray Up a programme of gz few walkse The club wag
not yet named "The Sydncy Bush Walkers™,

Hoetimg Nog 3 = held on Sth December, 1927,

4s before, this mecting was held in the green~vainted Long Room on the
Tirst floor of NeSeWe Sports Club Building, 10 Huntor Street, Sydney. Thirty-
cight or more bporsons attended, At +his neeting the name "ho Bush Walkers" oo
was chosen, then eltered +o "The Sydney Bush Walkers" as recorded in the
minutes of the meeting., :

Well, that is the way it began. R.D. Rudder and other M.T,C. mombers

for a whilec were in Tavour of.establishing & branch club of the M.T.€s From '
the clubfs point of view this ides at first appearcd sound, but the autonomous 3
club idea won out. The main idea was to start the new club off in the right ;
direction, with the physical Pleasure of walking controlled by an ideology %

£

wherein appreciation of outdoors, mutual aid, socigbility, and the breservation
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BUNYIP RUCKSACK

This “shaped” rucksack is: -
excellent for children. Use-

full day pack. Weight 140zs. :
'SENIOR RUCKSACK

A single poeket, shaped

rucksack. Suitable for over- -
. night camping. Weight 1%ibs,

BUSHMAN RUCKSACK §

Has sewn-in curved bottom

for extra comfort in carrying. . &

Will hold 30ibs. 2 pocket

*model 1%lbs. 3 pocket

model 1%ibs,

PIONEER RUCKSACK
Extra large bag with four
external pockets and will
carry about 40lbs of camp
gear. Weight 2%lbs.

1

'H FRAME PACKS —
THE MOUNTAINEER DE- LUXE

This capacious pack can comfortably carry 70ibsor .-

more, The bag is made from tough lightweight terylene/
cotton, proofed fabric with special P.V.C. reinforced
bage. Bag size 20’ x 17" x 9" and has proofed nylon

" extension throat complete with double draw cord for = = *

easy posmve closure. The large protective flap has full

. sized zip pocket of waterpioof nylon It fhas liberal

sized outside pocket. The whole bag is'quickly and
easily detached from the frame to form a 3 sleeping
bag cover for cold, wet conditions. The frame is
specially designed for corfortable load carrying with
complete nylon web back harness and chrome tanned
leather shoulder straps and three inch breeching strap
for long hard weay. Weight Slbs

Hooded bag.
‘Extra well
fitled. Very

¥ compact.

"~ Approx S%Ibs

HOTHAM MODE
Super warm !
box quilted.

Added leg

room.

- "Approx 4’/~Ibs

Half the
- weight and
packed size,
of regular
bags. 9’' x :
_ B%" dia. 2lbs.

KIANDRA MODEL ~

L

- SUPERLIGHT MODEL

Everything for the bushwatker,
from blankets and air matt-

- regses, stretchers, boots,
compasses, maps, baoks,
stoves and lamps to cooking
ware and freeze.dried and - -
‘dehydrated foods. '

69 LIVERPOOL ST. SYDNEY - 26-2686 61-7215
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of wildlife,'flora, ahd the natural beauty of the country were all combined

A It is not generally realized that the Objects of the Sydney Bush
Walkers are a simplified version of the Trailers' Code. As it happened
they fell into good hands, and through the S.B.W. and the N,S.W.Federation
of Bush Walking Clubs the whole bushwalking movement has been more or less
modelled on the same Australian bushland culture.

***%*************

JOADJ A

I This a Bush Walk? by Marion Lloyd.

‘ : There were many cars and peoplé.gafhered in a large'paddock on a
. beautiful day in the valley of Joadja.' '

I had asked fellow bushwalkers to meet in this paddock,; at 1ll-a.m.

- sharp, no earliery, as the leader had had a late night, and did not.-feel up
to an early stert. I thought they would be easy to find because I thought
.they would be the only bods there. But no! It seomed Jjust everyone had
taken advantage of +the near spring weather. First of 211, we were caught
in a mild Yraffic jam to get into the place and had to pay 60 cents each at
“the gate. . We did not know that the owners had opened up the Joadja ruins
. as & tourist attrazction and this ewterrrising family arc trying 4o promoto
~it. Then we had to Ffind where the S.B,WV.s had herded together., This
“wasn't too difficult as instinet in this species attracted them to one
“pocket of the paddock. ' ‘o

It was diffiéulﬁ,fo do & count to know exactly who had arrived and who
had note Some were so taken with the place that they had gone on a pre-

‘”exblératory ramble, - Tﬁe‘situation was complicated further by some disappeer—
ing secretively or wandering to another ecorner of the paddock for the "view",

""This presentod itself in tho form of a trestle tabley glasses on the top and

- kegs of beer underncath. Nearby was a largc Bar-B-Q fireplace and at one

enC was a large urn of hot water. The property owncrs had had a party the

- night before to celebrate paying off the last mortgage on their property and

-, were oxtonding their celebration to all visitors to Joadja for that day only
Ain-the form of free unlimited beer. S

After waiting half an hour for late arrivals, for thosc %o Finish
_morning tea, and others to return from their ramblings, it was decided to
'regrpup‘nearjthe grog stand. Herc we all had a "™tiddler" which put us into
a jovial mood to-introduce cach other in traditional S.B.V. style and %o

- commence our strolle. . I think there were about 25 participants.

o First stop was the school house which was. in ruins and looked a bit
 small although in thc 1890s there werc up to 40 kids attending it. Behind
the "school was a large men-made well about 10 feot in diameter and about 15
feet,déep;fTwIt'coniained 1itfle water but the most disturbing aspect about
the well was that.it Had no safety -cover over it. Thercfore it was a

. dangerous trap, ‘especially for young children, as one could walk straight
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feeling of beauty and intimacy as though the world had been locked out.

"The Joadja Creek traces its course from the upland heights through rugged
outliers of Hawkesbury sandstone to the Wingecarribee River., The valley
is almost completely surrounded by high mountains.”  Another writer wrote —
"This once wild valley, walled in as it were by the craggy precipices of
Hawkesbury Sandstones seoecceos & picturesque scene which strikes the visitor
with surprise on reaching the head of the mountainous forest—covered plateau
over which he has travelled from Mittagong" (1890s).

Another writer describing the deterioration of Joadia (about 1940) s-
"After the closure of the minese....the valley presents a pitiful sight of
economic desolation. The influences of Nature are beginning to regain their
hold, and the chimney stacks pokc starkly into the azure sky, surrounded by
tall graceful gums and unchecked blackberry bushes. The ornamental trees
in the residential section of the village have run riot and, as if in shame,
hide from worldly gaze the ruinad dwellings, no longer necat and tidy but
dilapidated and unkempt. Most of the buildings have weathered and are in
ruins, brick walls have collapsed, and roofs blown away, but. the chimney
stacks still stand as solitery monmuments to a lost industry. All iron-
work and other materials, even the bell in +he school housc were salvaged
and taken away, and the outwerd signs of industry will soon have vanished
altogethers Then at last the beauteous silence of Nature will reign suprome
once more,!" ‘

And go it is today, this was the seenc that confronted us after we
crossed the creck, We walked dovm through the avenue of ‘exotic trees and
dwellings that have suffored from timo, weather and poople. "The workmen's
cottages far from being merely bark huts were built of bricks made locally
and arranged in a scction of +the valley sot apart for residential PUTPOSES .
They were built by the compeny and let to the employces at a nominal rental
of a fow shillings 2 wock. In addition to othor usual facilitics a post
office was established in November 1878, and bofore long, tclephone commun—
ication.”

Further along wies a common known as Factory Flat. It was bounded on
one side by a grove of stark poplars that had gonc amok and had completely
cngulfod a couplc of dwellings.

At the mining sitc propor were the ruins of the brickworks and refinery,
The most prominent featurcs of thesc two buildings, and indced the only part
surviving in their eantirety, are the two chimnecy stacks. The one belonging
to the brickworks Iooked very precarious. It was reinforced in onc sceotion
by iron clamps, but this didn't look very convincing. It had fracturcs
throughout the entire structure and the most hazardous feature was the way
in which the mortar and bricks were crumbling away at its basec. It scomed
that it nceded only = strong puff of wind o send it toppling. The "rangor"
t0ld me that during the last carthquakes the chimneys had a quitc hair—
raising sway. I could quitc bolicve it. After a great discussion on the
remains of structures in this vieinity we moved on to our next feature.

We came to a fonced in area which contained the iiquid waste from the
shale processing. ‘Apparently it is about 8 ft. deep and is like a bog.
If you fall in you can't get out and to make surc the subsgtance is highly
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acid in content and so you would be eaten away to insignificance, or so I

have been told. With these gruesome theughts we moved on 4o the retorts.

They present themselves in Hwo rarallet rows made of brick and are pigeoned-

holed in appearance. Although we went into conference and debated how ‘
they were used and why this varticular design for these structures, there

were plenty of suggestions but no satisfactory answers. -

Through thie whole area there was once a raillway track. The train
shuttling shale from the mincs to the retorts and goods to the railr-ad cable
where goods were hauled out of the valley. Some shalc was extracted by the
open cut method but mostly by tunnelling. The Joadja valley is like a
rabbit warren with its tunnels as they arc so numerous. The one we inspccted
wes the Cable Mine., The shale from this mine was sent down a cablc rope
somchow or other. It is a quick steep climd to the minc, We didn't explore
it fully as the tunnels in this ares ars considercd unsafc due to lack of
maintenance and ecarthquake activities. Most of the "explorers" went back
the way they had comc.

Several others and myseld tock a different way down in order to explorc
a picturesque side gully and so escaped the Hell-fire that followed. Although
most of the members had reached the bottom of the incline in time, those who
were still descending werc caught. The "Ranger", who was a self-styled egoist,
had appearcd on the scenes He was dressad to the nines as a ranger, equipped
with a "Patrol" vehicle and armed with o megaphone, He was obviously em- l
ployed by the owners to patrol the ruins and as caretaker. He bellowed at
the erring ones to come down immediately, that they had no right being up thore,
that it was out of bounds znd didn't they sec the "Keep outh signs, and that
they were liablc to 2 fine, blah, blah. He had o couple of croniecs with him
who backed him up. This was the scenc I came across, The others who had
escaped wore sitting watching the fun with glec whilc their fellow members
were being huniliated into subjugation.

The point was that wo had not boen +told it was out of bounds, that therc
werc no signs telling us to keep out or that thore was 2 fince. "The signs
were here, but somc one must have stolen thom." said the Ranger. I think
the Ranger was out for a bit of sport to reclicve the monotony. After the
performance was over, some of us had o bit of g chat with the Rangor, quitc
a decent fellow really, and then wandercd back to the cars as it was ncarly
closing time (4 pem.). Unfortunstoly we loft the blacksmith shop, brickrow
and bakory uncxplored, which arc quite interesting. ‘

Back at the cars we had a Pleasant afternoon teoa and then headed for
home.  Passing tho grog stand I couldn't help noticing a small congregation
of mcmbors whom I assumc worc trying to dry out the kegs of beer. I thought
this would be such a Fitting gesture o such a strenuous bludge walkes I
think we covered about 3 miles at the most.

If you want to sce Joadja, see it in the springtime and set aside plenty
of time to ramble and explore.

Additional Facts. Entrance into Joadja is 60 cents. For this price there
are no -toilets - at least we couldn't find any, but therc arc plenty of treecs,
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beautiful scenery and a nice place to spend the day. At least you can

get in. Apparently the previous owners were most inhospitable and baled
up trespassers with a gun. In those days, one had to see Joadja by devious
means; such as going in the back way:  The present owners appear very hos--
pitable. . Also they distribute a leaflet. . MHistoric Joadjas - - .« ... ... .

There are many delightful secluded camping spots, but no camping is
allowed in the valley. However approaching the owners and pleading_per-”m”
suasively would be worth the effort, particularly if:you would like to spend
some time there during the week. You may camp in the trams on the plateau,
but some have been damaged by vandals and there arc plenty of-spiderwebss -

Joadja is open.all days except Mondays and Tuesdays.

(A1l references in this article are from Royal Australian Historical Society
Journal - Volume 26, P.459)

LETTER FROM FRANK IEYDEN IW ENGLAND.

Dear Hon. Lit. Editor: » ,
: . I have continued many interesting trips with the
Ashdowm Ramblers here in Susscx where the S.B.W. arc getting well known with
the visits of David Ingram and Errol Sheedy and the publiicity of my slides..
The Crawley Ramblers, Bast Grinstcad Photographic Society, Tho Legion ¢f .0
Catholic Women and the Felbridge Horticultural Socicty Yo name & few - ars™
all amazed at the beautics of the Blue Mountains, Snowy Mountains, Victorian
Alps, swinming the Kowmung and the unbelievable things bushwalkers do. The
people, trecs, flowers, animals and scenery of Australia are of great interest.

A rceent adventure hore was a trip to Snowdon in North Wales, 3,560 f1,
highest mountain south of the Scotiish border, The, intended "Horseshoe" was
in mist, so I traverscd Glydor Pach and Glyder Fawr, 3,300 ft on the Tryfan .
ridge. Lots of climbers werc around. 3it cold on tops in May but no snow,
This is an area of finec craggy mountains, beautiful lakos and waterfalls, not
unlike Tasmania in parts. Returned by driving right down the mountainous
centre of Wales on the back roads. This reminded mc of parts of the Snowy
and could see why Now South Walos is aptly namcd. From Newport, South Wales,
across the famous 25 milc Severn suspension bridge, the 140 miles back was
under 2 hours on tho M.4 Motorway. Going up I had some tricky map reading
gotting around London cnd Birmingham and through lots of large towns with a
maze of roads and divorsions and busy traffic going in all directions. Pop-
ulation pressurc here is tremendous.

A recent pleasant ramble with'the\Club:hcfé&W&s:15 miles, starting from
Otford near Scvcnoaks in the Darcnt Valley, North Kent. The North Downg as
everywhere clse horc arc resplendent with the colours of spring and early
SUMMCT o _ -

Wo've had a model season. Lots of sunshine. Fov showers. Warm and
Pleasant. Crocuses, blucbclls, daffodils, tulips, primroscs - everything
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camo in its right.turn and Full splendour — the woods were s picture of

colour. All the blossoms - chesnut, cherry, apple - the lilacs, Iaburnums

- and amazing rhododendrons'and‘azaleas. Why don't we have lots of gardens
like these in Australia, ' o ’

At our lunch pub at Romney Street out from Otford thé‘ggﬁéén,seats are
old church pews in happy retirement., R - R

Our ramble to Herstmonceaux included-inspécﬁidﬁ.of the chstle Bardens
and largest‘telescope in Europe. A forest of other_telescopes—inélqded
maintaining the world standarg of time measurement. . This ig the "new Green~
wich", migrated south from fogey London. o e e

Many rambles include ‘beautiful National Trust'gardéhé,'635fleshahd
stately mansions aznd places of historic interest.s - ST

Finished the obeéra scason with even more visits than last year in-
cluding seversl of Wagner's "Ring of +the Nieblungs", Train strikes made
me drive to London which is quite an experience and I got lost the ususl
number of times. There are quite good local obPeras and concerts,
especially at nearby Tunbridge Wells. ' ‘ :

- I have becn Building up a‘ﬂripodrjob—collection of LondonAbyhnight
slides whero the Tloodlighting is very fine.

" The best of good Walkihg to all you happy people - you have something
in sbundance the rest of the world would envy if they could recognize it -
blue skies, starry nights, sharp smogless horizons and the unbelievable

~quiet of the bush, Most people in theso parts would have been born and
-lived their lives and never heard real silence. Very best, from .
BT . : . _ Frank Leyden,
HRER RN

DAVID COTTON!'S BER WALK ~ 2nd, 3rd and 4th November, 1973;

< .Bee Inspection on Sunday, 4th, starting at 10 a.n. sharp.

Attendahqe on Saturday 3rd ié,dptional, and for thoge attending, activitiecs
will be arranged ~ 1 S R

Persons'coming by train should proceed to Helensburgh Station ~ catch the
bus to Helensbufgh‘township (two -miles from the Station), Alight at the
Post Office., Telephone 940-131 or 940-121 and leave g message stating
how many persons require’ transport. | The message will then by relayed
and the persons waiting will be collected. : '

Special Notes Davia:CEtton.éaﬁhot be reééhed on the above telephono
: ‘numbers - the message"wiiIISimply be transferred by
carrier pigeont -

¥R X % % %,
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4 QUICK EXIT FROI THE MACDONNELL RANGES, PART 3. . .
: by Frank Rigby.

(Readers, if any remain, may recall that last month's instalment finished
with the party sheltering in a rocky cleft-at about T¢30 aeme on that
rather nasty Friday, Now read on,) :

The route out of the cleft lay up a small sloping valley leading to »
& saddle. Ou breasting the saddle I was very nearly blown on to my back.
I knew the wind was strong but I was not prepared for the roaring blast
which tried to drive me backwards - for the first time that morning we ‘
- were exposed to the full force of the elements. It was, by comparison,
pleasant to descend to & wide valley nestling among the mountaing, -a place
of happy memorics; in 1971 we had camped here twice and the landscape
colours had beern magnificent., Henry Gold's photography from this camp—
site in the early morning and late afternoon had produced a couple of real
masterpieces, but today Henry's camere was deep inside his rucksack., I
was now navigeting more by my memorics of small features close at hand
than anything clse -~ familiar landmarks like Brinkley Bluff and Mount
Conway were, of coursc, completely blotted out. When those memorics faded
I fell back on Joan and Henry and when they too werc unsure I dug out the
aerial photographs and we made 2 calculated guess.,

In this ares between the Chewrings and Heavitres Ranges are a number
of creeks draining the south side of the Chewings Range and the western
face of 2 high undulating mass of red rock which I have named the Hog's
Back, In fact, our routc followed up one of theam. The wator was pouring
down this croeck, with waterfalls and cascadds in full operation, ~Although
mest bushwalkers would seo nothing strange about a ruining creck in their
favourite walking country, this was indeed = strange sight to mec. I was
on my fourth trip in the MacDonnells but never bcfore had I seen ahything
like this =.one becomes so uscd to the dry watercourscs thet it is casy to
forget how they werc formed. ‘ '

Somc three hours after our forced departurc from the Stuart Pass camp-
sitc we were feeling in nced of a rest but the question was, where? No
ono wanted to stop for a minutc in the opong personally, I was rcady to
trade my kingdom for a dry spot where the etornal maddening wind ceased to
cxist. And thon I remembered Gerry's Canyon (Jerrycan for short) discovered
by Gerry Sinzig on our 71 trip. It was a 1ittle masterpicce; I recalled,
a thing of curving and contoured beauty carved out of the rock of tho Hog's
Back, with pools of water at the foot of each dry "waterfall"; it would be:
an idcal formation to give us the sheltor we so desired, Shortly then,
I turned up the side creck which would lead us to it. . But I should have
known better ~ a deep pool of water fed by a gushing cascadec now effect-
ively blocked the cntrance, We could actually see, further in, a large
dry cavern perfectly sheltered by an overhang and curving walls but there -
was Buckley's chancc of reaching it. We retreated in bitter disappointment s
"so near and yet so far" had nover had a truer ring. However, I hcadod
for another rock gully ncarby whore wo stopped for ten minutes in rathor
poor conditions. '

On lcaving this place and resuming our routc up the main creok I
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became gquite uncertain of our route. It was a nasty feeling. On our

right we could see, ddmly through the rist, a gap of which I had no recollection
at all from previous trips. Had -something gone wrong since Jerrycan? Itls
one thing walking in one direction in fine weather but guite another when
walking in the opposite direction without visible landmerks. It was just

then that someone murmured "Do you think we'll get out of here today?®  One
could sense the added anxiety at this turn of events because once you cannot
Pinpoint your position in weather conditions such as were upon us, you are
gone!  Compass courses may be alright in some places but they are useless

if they lead you to mountain walls instead of passes.

Out came the pPhotographs again while we huddled behind a rock and somehow
convinced ourselves that if we were actually where we wore supposed to be,
then the gap should indeed be wWhere it was. Confirmation would come soon
when our creck should start 4o rise sharply towards the second saddle to be
negotiated on the routcs I thanked my lucky stars whon +this did come to pass
and eventually we roachod the saddle, again almost to be blown off. Conditions
were bad enough in the valleys, infinitely worsc on the medium—clevation. saddles
but I shuddercd to think what was happening on the tops above 34500 feete I
couldn't help thinking about my first orossing of this saddle in August 1370
wher I had basked in the warm sunshine pouring from a cloudless sky, drinking
in the peace and beauty of this rugged and colourful country. Today I could~
n't wait to get out of it. . ‘ '

On descending to +the connecting valley on the othor gide T folt that tho
worst was over. From now on it was all down and the routc was cloar-~cut, _
Cheery things likc Henryts "I romomber that very rock" helped to boost moraleo,
All tho same, whon I glanced back at the singlc file of figuros they secmcd
pretty grim bunch ~ shrouded in sombro parkas, hcads bowed, cold, hungry,

nd faces stung by the rain. How i% was down past our
"1 lunch spot whore. a merc trickle of water then was a full-fledged creck nows
on down the valley whoro rosl wateorfalls now were quite unsuspected then; on
around the basc of Mount Convmy whose rust-red slopes disappcared almost at
once into the enveloping murk. o '

It must have been nearly midday when Henry said suddenlys "I rccognise
that little canyon over therc. Dot Butler and Gerry Sinzig explored it last
time, remembor? Thorc might be a sheltered spot for lunch," It was a
brilliant idea. Wo had now been on the move for five houvs with only two
brief rests and without a morsel 0 eat since the previous evening, We
literally pounced on tho vlace and found an overhang with, joy of Joys, dry
wood thrown in for good measurc. Soon a warm fire was going and a hot cuppa
was welcomed scvon times overs  Whoever heard of porridge for lunch? Normalw
1y I couldn't stomach the idea, let alone the reality, but that platc of hot
porridge, milk and brown sugar seomed more delectablc than any meal prepared
by a prizc chef,

With spirits now 1ifted somowhat, we debated whether we would "chicken®.
and try to roach The Alice that day or whether we would caamp somewherc in
the hope of better weathor. ot surprisingly the chickens won the dcbate
and we set out on the final six miles to the Jay Creclk Aboriginal Settlement,
The weather had improved o bit, the going was now casy and at about 4 pame
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we walked (or rather, waded Jay Creek) into the Settlement, surely to the
surprise of the aborigines although. they didn't show it. I thought the
Superintendent's question if we had a permit to enter the Reserve: & trifle
inappropriate under the circumstancess on the other hand, he gave us the
glad tidings that & bus was due in an hour and would transport us to the
fleshpots-of Alice Sprithjfor s small charge.  How lucky can you get?

Perhaps though, this time we had carned our luckeesecoos

Sometime aftér 8 pen. on that same black Friday 21l seven of us sat

~ down in the plush dining room of the Oasis Motel.s I hardly recognised my
. companions’ of the thirteen day trek in the wilds - was that really Heather
;iover:there~1dokiné'all'c19an and pretty? No campground for us that night}

" We were now living in the unaccustomed luxury of heated motel rooms with

" their glorious hot showers, clean sheets, etc: ctc. Wino, cntrees, great

sizzling steaks and luscious desserts were ordered and consumed one after

.. '%he other.. Thé wilderness is incomparable but just occasionally civilis~ »
“ation seems all worthwhilc — perhaps it is the sudden contrasts that mekes
~-one appreciate both almost at the same time. The other diners in +hat

restaurant, leading their orthodox town or tourist lives, could not have
remiotely guessed what had befallen these seven in their midst during the

. past night and day, Now satiated with 211 home comforts, I could scarcely

belicve it myscelf.

We had lcarncd onc or two things since hitting town. Alice Springs
had been drenched with morc than 3 inches of rain in 24 hours (the 24 hours).-
With only helf the month gone, it was alrecady the wettest June on rcecord

and the Todd River was flowing through town for the first time in 15 monihs."”"

"Tn any two woek period sesess cbce etce'. I will never live it dowm.

But I'm going back one day to the MacDonnell Ranges. I will arrange
things so that 3 incdhes of rain falls just one-or two wecks before I get
there; and when I'm rambling through the flowered walleys and the freshly-
watercd gorges, the sun will shinc down on me every day. = - '

KRR H RN

- FEDERATION NOTES — AUGUST & SEPTEMBER. ,
S : by Rosemary Edmonds.,

The Fedcration bas had a letter from the Metropolitan Water S. & Do
Board warning that the issue of permits to walkers using the catchment areas
was to be tightened. This was becausc some walkers had been lost on their
property and they were concerned about having to use their own staff to
garry out searches. A letter is to be written reassuring thom that members
of all affilisted clubs had to pass tests in map-rsading ctce before being
allowed to lead partics, and also indicating the existonce of a compctent
well-cquipped scarch and rescuc organization. ‘ '

A ropresenbative who had been walking in the Notional Park in tho
Jonolan — Harry's River arcs rcported sbuse and complaints by a Mr. Duggan
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vho owns and leases property in the area. ~While there could be‘spme
sympathy for Mr, Duggants views, walkers are assured that they have every
right to use all roads and land within 100 feet of the river bapks,

Enquiries are proceeding canerning tracks being made and'widened in
the Wild Dog ranges by Carlons for horse riding, As far as the actual
track widening goes, damage appears to be minimal.

There has been some disclssion overna report that the NoP.,A. is
favouring controlled burning in certain areas to prevent large scale fires,
This is apparently approved of by the CeSeIeRe0O.  The opinions of all clubs
have to be sought before any kind of policy oan be arrived at,

4 letter is being written to the Minlster of Landg protesting against
the siting of a sewage pipeline through Boudi National Park, The protest
is being made in the form of 2 request for information from the Minister on
what was being done about altering the siting. .

- No signs of damage %o Carlons chains can be found by two Federation
delegates who. have recently visited the site, so 1t 1s assumed that ecarlier
reports about vandslism wore falsc,

. Tho roﬁto for the Wallerawang-Minto Power line has becn surveyed and
work 1s expected to start in March 1974, ‘ :

It was mentioned a% +the August meeting that tho road to Medlow Gap was
to be gated and locked, and as s result a ropresentative is invostigating
rights of access and owncrship, Apparently a man with a riflc had been seen
on the Kownung, and illegal fishermen and trail bike tracks had been noticed
along the Cox, Thesc incidents could be connseeted with the locked gate,

The Leke Poedder Action Committeo 1s hoplug to raise $10,000 to help its
efforts to save Leke Pedder, A campaign held recently in Canborra directod
at a Labour Party Caucus and +the press showed definite support from some
Labour Members for a moritoriumg

Bnguiries are Proceeding about access to tho Budawangs from Sassafras
through the Tianjara Firing Rangc. No further dovelopments,

Federation was undble to get involved in the Environmental Exhibition
held from 10-15th Scptembor in the Town Hall duc to lack of voluntecrs,

: . The Newcastlo Y,MeCesAs has how beeome the Newcastle Rambiers and 18 no
" Tonger affiliated with the YeM.CoA,

The Rucksack Ciub has been disbanded. after a long life,

A new song book has been produced by the Kamepuka Club and can be
bought at Paddy Pallin's for $1.00, ‘

E L L SR TRTRTRVEVETTIES
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WALKS SECRETARX'S.NOEES FOR N?VEMBER.I :jhy*Wiifﬂﬁilder.‘

November - Train transport and,dayligh%lsaVingsonfﬁﬁié‘Grose River trip -

2, 3,4 =

Sunday 4 -

November
9y 10, 11

10, 11 -

November
16, 17, 18

With_return,ticketé”%o'Fa;gonbridge¢__ Uncle Frank Taeker -

leads this great spring walk down the rugged'banks of Linden

. Oreek Yo the -Grdse and along the river to Wentworth Creek ,
Junctions, 4 steep climb to the Grose Road with magnificent: .

views is a rewarding exorvisé., If the weather is warm there
are numerous big pools along the streams for a swim.

Base camp at Darke's Forest near David Cotton's Bee Farm with- .-
" a singalong campfire on Saturday night. - Bee inspection 10 a.m.
(24400 hrs Greenwich Mean Time) Sunday and .of course the general
factotum (pardon) organiser is David Cotton.

Joe Marton oracks the whip gently on this Sunday canter down, -

the coast from Bundeens to Otford, a most scenic walk indeed.
(This walk has now been approved by Commitiee as ++ = harder

than Test Walk.) Time for .a quick. swim at lunch, weather
vermitting. Make a note of the train time Te47 a.m. and N
remember single ticket to Cronulla and single ticket from Otford.

Jim Brown's also heading down south — Coalcliff in fact, with

a2 great scenic trip around. the Illawarra Sandstone escarpment, !
Tracks are scarce in this area but the sorub is reasonable,
Train transport — return tickets to Coalcliff. :

Mike Short is Nattai bound this weekend, After the scenic
olimb of Jellore and Russells Needle with its sawbooth ridge,
it's fairly straightforward to the Nattai River and its
grazzy banks for a campsite. Some rockhopping around’ beéatite
iful pools in Rocky Waterholes Creck to the easy scramble out
of the creck. - Train transport, return $ickets to Mittagong.

4An easy Saturday - Sunday stroll to Little Merley from Bundeena
with Bill Hall carrying the S.BeWe colours. Tracks all .the

wey with the cool foaming South Pacific breakers thundering on
the beachos, What are you woliting for —= the 12,50 p.m. clectric
- train?’  Special excursion tickets to Cronulla. : '

The Castle from Clyde River - this populer trip is being led by
Jin Vatiliotis. Timber trails along the Clyde with a little.
scrub to Darri Pass. Patches of thick scrub to be found on -
the tops but most can be avolded. Fabulous campsite in Mono-
lith Valley - with supérb views from Meekins Pass (an,exposed

scramble)s  Please book early..

Early aftornoon train on this easy -day and a half trip to Era

led by Roger Gowing. Swimming; strfing and sunbaking in that o
order, from tho traditional campsitc at Era. Ideal camping = | .. -.
walk for beginners. Special exeursic. bickets to Linvé%g.
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Sunday 18 - Sam Hinde is Era bound too but he's approaching it from
Otford and via that unforgetable beach thet made ¥ylies- Dunphy
. famous = Burning Palms - pretty hot stuff you could saYe
Tracks all the way to Garie Reach and bus back to Waterfall.
Special ecxcursion tickets +o Otford,

November -~ A test walk (not marked on programme, but now approved by
23, 24, 25 Committec) led by Bill Bourke down Iittle River and up Galong
‘ Creck., The historic Six Foot Track takes you from Megalong
across the Cox and over to Little River, Some rock hopping
down the creek %o a bridle track and Old Man Cox againe. Someo
tricky scrambling up Galong Creek in the middle soction, but
swinming pools l1aid on. Boolk early for this tost wall,

Sunday 25 - Burning Palms again on this neddum trip led by Kath Browm.
Tracks all the way to this popular 0asis. Train transport
~ daylight saving time - with special excursion tickets to
Otford, '

W T e e e e em G

Altho! the Walks Seerctary's proposal for a wo—monthly programmc
was defoated by a narrow margin it doesn't mecan hc has forgotten that we
need more walks for the next programme - December, January, Fcbruary
(Summer) . .

For those who think therc aren't cnough test welks on the Programme
- ask yourself an casy quecstion — when did I last lcad a test walk for the
club? '

KRFERHURN %%

SOCIAL SECRETARY'S NOTES. by Elainc Browne.

Members' Slide Wight -~ 31st October; Members are asked 4o bring ,
along a fow slides {not more +than 12), Bring along your recent holiday
slides or slidos of bushwalkers and bush walking, S

Dont't forget the 21s% November, Frank Taecker's showing of slides on
Now Guinca. As Prank has rroved he is onc of the bost photographers in
theﬂClub at the recent competition it would be a Pity to miss out. -

On the 28th November we are having baby photo guessing competition, .
now everyone dig out a photo of yourself ag a baby or if you haven't one,
a photo of yourself in your younger days, we need everyone's co-operstion
to make the night o successful one« A prize is to be awarded to the
member who can guess the most. L would like photos handed to me as soon
as possible, the earlier the better, The second part of the night will °
be devoted to games so come and Please join in, -

P TR TRV EVEVEVy
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| SUTHERLAND SHIRE PLACE NAMES; ORIGINS AND MEANINGS.

AUDLEY .

BCTANY BAY

" BUNDEENA

CARTNGBAH

CRONULLA

GARTE

(by courtesy -of Sutherland Shire Council)

This arca Was‘surveyed;by George Edward Thickness~Touchet,
21lst Baron AUDIEY, in 1863-4 where he set up a semi-
permanent camp. S

Named by Captain Cook. Originally "Sting-ray Harbour" or
"Stingrays Bay", later "Botanist Bay" and finally "Botany
Bay" because of numerous new plants found there by Sir
Joseph Barks.

Aboriginal meaning ¥noise like thunder.
Abbriginal word referring to the paddy-melon wallaby.
Caringbah was originally called "Highfield” but the name

was changed with the opening of the Post Office in 1912,

Thought, to be a Buropean variation of the aboriginal word
"Kurranulls® — place of pink shells.

Aberiginal meaning “sleepy's

GEORGE'S RIVER Named after King George III probably by Governor Phillip;

- GIMEA .

HEATHCOTE

Aboriginal - Yo giant 1ily¥ ~ believed to have boen named
by W.A.B. Greaves, a govermment surveyor in 1855, after
the tall red flowered native lily,

The village wos originally called Bottle Forest. It was
surveyed in 1842 and is now Hoathcote Fast.

The Parish was called Heathcoto in 1835 by Surveyor General
Mitchell affcr one of two follow officers who scrved with
him in the Peninsular Wars. S

ROYAL NATIONAL Founded by Sir John Robertson, Premier of N.S.W. in 1879

PARK

SUTHERLAND

WATERFALL

WATTAMOLLA

as "The National Park™, 18,000 acres were set aside as public
reserve. The term "royal" was adopbted during the visit of
Queen Elizabeth IT to Sydney in-1954.

Sutherlend Railway Station was opened 26th December, 1885;
posgibly named after the Hon. J. Sutherland, Minister for
Works 1860-1872, who fought for the extension of the raijway

line across George's River. The township took its name

from the railway station.
Dexives_its name from the waterfalls near the railway station.

Aboriginal meaning ‘place near running water".
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