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THE APRTL GENERAL MEGTING

When the President called the April meeting to order, so few were present
that a murmur arose "Have we & quorumt"  Yes, we did, and a couple to spare;
albeit that two were the new members to be welcomed, Jenny Hulton and Dirk
Balvoord. After reading the minutes of the Arnual Meeting it was stated
that negotiations wsre in train for purchase of the additional typewriter
approved on that occasion. Correspondence disclosed a number of "gtaff
nmovements', with Barbara Bruce returning to the active list, while Margaret
Marotsy and Frank Ashdown had resigned — the former going abroads Marie
Byles and Maurice Berry had accepted Honorary Membership, and the same offer
had been extended to Myles Dunphys during a two years'! sojourn overseas Alice
and Alan Tiyborn had transferred to the non—~active list.

Marcia Shappert, the new Treasurer, pub us in the financial picture,
which indicated that the usual March outgoings, plus a major expenditure of
about $240 for a year's supply of magazine cCOVers, had morec than offset income
from the new year's subscriptions, and our Mond—of-Marchk" balance was down to
$596 in the working account. We moved on to Valks activities, dbmmencing
with a report of Tony Dernham's "leisurely" trip to Blue Gum on March‘9/ll;
only two members being present. The President said that the Annual Reunion
had brought out about 150 people, and it was good to see the large attendance
of family groups, some of whom had not been seen for several years.

Tor the following weckend, March 23/25, there had been Mike Short's jaunt
to Bonnum Pic and the Wollondilly, 11 present, a fair amount of scrub on the
ridges, and a rumour that the earth tremor of February, which had been centred
in the region, had shifted a slab of rock and made accoss to Bonnnum Pic a
1ittle more hazerdouss notwithstanding which, Mike's party went out to the
Peak. Bill Burke, on the same weekend, visited Splendour Rock and the Cox
River, making their Saturday night camp at Mobbs Swamp and visiting the Rock
without packs. It was understcod Roger Gowing's camp at Era had been cancelled,
vhile on the Sunday 14 walkers turned out for John Holly's day trip from
Campbelltovm to Pheasant Creek and O'Haro's Creek; they managed to outflank
a wire fence erccted by the Army, but found the watcr in Pheasant Creek
somewhat turbid from developments higher up.

The weekend which bracketed the end of March and Lbeginning of April saw
Don Finch's journey into the Eitrema Creck country, about 12 folk coming
along. Tt was rather scrubby across the platcau, SO they camped in the
valley, and followed Dungeon Creek back to the cors. Same weckend, and Hans
Beck had three in the party over Mount Solitary, camping on top of the mountain
on Saturday night, and meking an early finish at the top of Golden Stairs on
the Sunday.

Three day walks took place on Sunday April 1, onc lcd by Wilf Hilder -
a deferred trip to the Colo Valley, hich started from home at 5.C ae.m. with
four people. Some thickish scrub as encountered on the descent from Culoul
Range, and the river was up slightly, and it was lround 5.15 p.m. when the
party reached the side creck which they were to ascend. ‘What with failing
torches and a pile.of flood debris in the creck the climb took quite a while,
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and it was almost 11.0 c'clock back at the cars. Meanwhile Marion Lloyd's
team was doing the historic sites around oodford and Faulconbridge with 7 in
the party. A4t one stage they appeared to be rogarded as trospassers, and
Bob Younger described the walkers as "skulking in the blackberry bushes,
protonding to be Brer Rabbit."  The third day walk was Kath Brown's trip (12
attending) from Waterfall to Audley with the strecam slightly higher than usual
and the pools nicely filled.

The final weekond coverced the trip into the Lower Gangerang led by Mike
Short in licu of Roy Higginbottom. The trip was reversed to cntor the Cox
valley via Whitc Dog and some novigational problems werc oncountered on tho
Gangerang, but Dex Creck was rcached at 6.30 on Saturday night, and the rcturn
to thc cars via Konangaroo clearing wes madc on the Sundeys scven in the party.
This was thc weckend of Foderation Rounion, with about cight S.B.W. in rcsidence,
and on the Sundzy Bill Hall had 16 for his day trip out from Waterfall, which
was uncventful cxcept for onc mombor being bitten by a bull-ant. (To judge
from subscquent cvents, the bull-ants werce only getting into their stride).

Uilf gave us o run-dotm on Fedorotion affairs, there having been a pro-—
tracted debate at the last mceting on the sultability of the Reounion site, and
also ebout the datc for the Arnzac Day obscrvance at the Splendour Rock Mcmorial.
Federation is still trying to come to a conclusion with the Army concerning
access to the Budawang Mountains from Sassafras, while the National Parks
Association is voicing opposition tc coving in roscrves unless permission is
- obtained. - It had been announced that thc annual oricntecring competition would

be held on May 26, and at the Federation mceting therc had been e post-mortem
discussion on the procedurcs at the Ges Pipe Linc Enguiry.

This left only twe brief comments before we would up at 9.20 pem. First
Alan Round mentioned that dog traps were likely to be sct along Scott's Main
Ronge trail shortly ofter Bastor, while Social Sccrotery Elainc Browm gave
notice of o couple of likcly amendments to the social ovents towards tho cnd of
May.

po.5eeotenseseses

TASHANTA '72 (Part 5) by Don Finch

The last of the morning mist was drying up as thc sun pecped over
the ridge. Hot and strong, another warm deoy wns on the way. The crisp cool
of the carly morning wes alrcady going, ond the perspiration was dripping off
our bodics as we strugglced with the packs up the Ironmbounds. About half way
up on a lovel portion of the ridge we wore afforded 2 view to tho south.

De Uitt Island 10 miles oway locked rathor forlorn with its ccurt of lesscr
islands. e speculated whore Miss Cooper would have made hor camp, deciding
on the only large creck that flowed to the nerth of the island.

e disturbed scveral ground parrots, in sizo and shape not unlike the
castorn rosclla, but the plumage was of olive green with derk bands on breast,
wing and tail feathers.
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The track passcs by o high pesk on the Ironbounds. Everybody but Peter
decided to give it o miss having worn themselves out getting up what was
necessary. The peek was bare of any tices, with only low scrub, moss and rocks
as a covering. Vo watched Petor's progress almost until the top where he
became invisible cxcept to tho koencst oycs. o moved off without waiting for
him.  The descont stertcd immediately, past the high camp sitc and then drop-
ping morc steeply. Hore the track became little morc than o muddy crock.

Trec roots znd fallen timber made the descent very tricky - just the place to
sprain an anklo.

Dovm at sca lecvel egain we passed Lousy Bay, stopped for lunch at Deadman's
Beach and continucd in the aftcrncon to Prior Beach whore we made camp on the
castorn end. Poter and I wont fishing whilc Snow, Spiro, Bill and Graham
decided to go for a walk along the beach. Snow suggestod they could go up
and have a look at Procipitous Bluff ond the lagoon. Six weary send miles
later thoy arrived back at camp. Snow wasn't very popular ot =211.

The noxt day we woere to welk to Surprize Bay — cbout 8 miles. o
found the fibreglass rowing boat that is usod to cross the lagoon. The romains
of an old wooden skiff lay under some treces. The spit of sand beotween New
River Lagoon and Prior Beach is uscd as an oir drop sitc. Air drops arc
usually madc wecks beforchand, and cftcn for conc roason or arother the
intended recipients fzil to claim thom. The packinges erc dated with an oxpiry
date, after vhich they arc fair gamc. Snew,; boing the most hopeful, started
off in his scarch for an ocxpired air drop. He had been gone only ten minutes
or so when he come stoggering back scross the sand with an cnormous sack swung
over his back. He dropped it to the same with a hoalthy thud. Eager hands
soon had the wreppings off. Cans of soft drink, blocks of chocolate, tinned
bully beefy, Milo and broken biscuits werc rovealed. Three cheors for Snow —
he had made up for that cxtra long beach walk the day boforc.

00000000004

VALKING THE FIMINING TAY By Frank Rigby

Evergone's doing it, young felk, o1ld folk, all the semc. No -~ I'm not
taelking about the Cornish Floral Dance but walking the Pennine Tay. Every
suymacr they're out there in their thouscnds, aged sceven to scventy, many
knocking off the cntire 250 miles during their annual helidays. From the Peak
in Derbyshire to the Cheviot Hills, therc can be scen cech day a veritable
processicn of walkers across the moors. Velking these British Veys has
bocene a way of lifc, and the oponing of cach new Yay is horalded as a groat
achicvement.  Scme centhusiasts "do" a different onc sach year and we heard
tales of cxploits along the Scuth Downs Tay, the Pembrokeshirc Coast Way,
Offa's Dyke Path, ctc., ctc. I would not say thot walking the Ways is cxactly
cquivalent to Australian bushwalking but (with the possible oxccption of
Scotland) it's the ncarest the Brits cen get to it.
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My first contact with the Pennine Vay was in the small town. of Hawes in
the Yorkshirc Dales. I remember well the sign in the mein street which
showed the 7Tay a5 passing uhder an archway, through a courtyard and then down
a lanc bordered by ncat cottages. This is the intriguing thing sbout the
Ponnine Tay - it merches through towns and villages, up country lanes between
dry stonc foncos, across farmors! ficlds and motorways as well as crossing the
high meoors where, strangely, civilisation scems os rcmote as it does on the
button-grass plains of Tesmania. Yot despitc all this developnent cn routce,
the walkors cnjoy an unchallenged right—of-way for 250 miles (contrast the
local situation!  They can also enjoy a convivial wayside jug of the best
at a pub and 2 night in a farchousc catching up on the local gossip.

So it was fron Hawes that Joan and I, suitably armed with a spocial
guide-book, sct out last July for a two-dey jaunt along thce Pennine VWay.
Ours wes o puny cffort comparcd with the real cexponents since we intended
only o short scetion in the middle. The first signpost on the cdge of town
pointed across a farmer's ficld — we couldn't quitc got uscd to the idea of
"trespassing” private property but reassuronce from a local resident sot our
nminds at casc. This gontloman rogmled us with what scemed like the entire
history of the arca (Bonnic Princc Charlic marched his army straight down that
hills +the Romans brought their logions along an old road over thore - you
can still sec the tracks, ctc.) end finally sent us off with a guarantcc that
the sun would shine all day (2 bit of o jokec in the event &)

~=+- Soon we werc intc tho hills, lcoking back at the green, groen vallecy with
Hawes nestling at the bottom and the patchwork quilt ficlds erid thc stonc
fences., The whole scone reminded me of thrse children's story books with the
pretty picturcs. But that wasn't all, for we could now scc that we were
being followed by grcups of walkers here end thore - indeod somc wore ahead
of us as well. It was likec onc of thosc day walks wc have horo somotinmes,
with about fifty starters scattored at random all along the routc. Lt rest
stops we talked tc thom and lcarned a bit about British "rambling".  They
cenc from coverywhere — from places like Brighton, Banbury and Birminghan,
fron the foul industrial citics and the Weow Towns, to flex their nuscles and
savour the freedom of the uncluttercd parts of England. In rceturn we had to
tcll them about bushwelking back home and dispel a fow myths about snakes,
flics and cthor nasty inscets.

Just & fow short miles from Howes and weo sconed to be in the middle of
Siberia Je worc now on the high noors; trceless and boggy, and trecachcrous
in foul weathcr when the mists come dovm or the icy winds and rain howl across
them. llany a man has lost his lifc in this country. It nover ccascs to
anage pe that there arc arces of DIingland likce this whore there is no sign of
man's prosonce as for as the cyc can sce. Yot we knew thet down in the .dalos,
not so far away, werce busy roads and villages with all tho trappings of
civilised sceicty.

T

Lunch ncar Great Shunncr Fell (it sounds imprcssivol) and on again
along the soggy track until we descended to the next-valley northwards in a
stenc-walled lanc into onc of thosc picturcsque little English villages.
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Lightweight bushwalking

BUNYIP RUCKSACK
This ‘shaped’ tucksack is
excellent for children. Use-
full day pack. Weight 140zs.

'SENIOR RUCKSACK

_ A single pocket, shaped
rucksack. Suitable for over-
night camping. Weight 1%ibs.

BUSHMAN RUCKSACK

. Will hold 30ibs. 2 pocket
_model 1%4libs. 3 pocket
model 1%lbs.

PIONEER RUCKSACK
Extra large bag with four
external pockets and will
carry about 40lbs of camp
gear, Weight 2%lbs.

Has sewn-in curved bottom '
. for extra comfort in carrying.

and camping gear.

FREEZE DRIED AND
DEHYDRATED FOODS

Now, the bushwalker can fully equip himself with the
aid of Paddy’s range of tightweight foods. Beef curry
with rice; sweet and sour chicken with rice; chicken
curry with rice; instant mashed potatoes; Surprise peas;
Surprise peas and carrots; butter concentrate in tubes or
120z tins; condensed milk in tubes; mixed vegetables;
Kraft onions, Ovaltine energy tablets; freeze dried egg
powder; Staminade; Kraft personal servings of jam,
tomato sauce etc; army ration biscuits; farmhouse stew;
savoury mince; beef curry; chicken curry; sweet and sour -
chicken; chicken supreme; 4 serve packet soups;
Alliance beef steak stew; Alliance beef mince; Kendall
mint cake or Kendall rum butter candy.

‘A’ TENTS

One, two or thres
man. From 2% to
3%lbs. Choice of
three cloths.
Supplied with nyton
cords and overlapp-
ed doors. No walls.

WALL TENTS

Two, three or four
man. From 3% to
4%lbs, Choice of
three cloths.
Supplied with nylon
cords and overiapp-
ed doors.

Everything for the bush-
watker, from blankets and air
mattresses, stretchers, boots,
compasses, maps, books,
stoves and lamps to cooking
ware and freeze dried and
dehydrated foods.

aa~ ¢

69 LIVERPOOL ST. SYDNEY — 26-2686 61-7215
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No pub heore so we sleked our thirst with the boest Yorkshirc milk and swapped
yarns with a group of young mon who were walking the cntirc way and camping
out cvery night into +the bargain. They were sonding off postcards to
~assurc Mum or the girl fricnd thai all was woll.

Finding our routc out of that village and across the Tieclds was quite
an execrcisc -~ onc tends not to belicve tho signpests which direct one along
narrow twisting lancways among the houscs and thon over stone walls conclos-
ing the locals! crops and cattlc. An hour's walking along a plcasant
track among the groon fields brought us to our next villege where we
decided to spend the night, pitching the tont for a fee on private propoerty
beside a lovely strcam. This was a torrible mistake despite the idyllic
surroundings. e had reckoncd without tho midges ! Thesc insects arc the
scourge of northorn England and Scotlend but naturally the tourists ncver
hear about them beforchand. There wore thousands inside the tont and
millions outside - but cnough said, e now thorouvgh understand why many
of the Tayfarcrs spond their nights indecors; and don't lot me hoar the
Poms or the Scots cemplaining about our flics !

Next morning we could not got eviey cuickly oncugh and atc our broak-
fast uwp in the hills where we could gct gome pmeacc. iorc partics on the
rack, including scveral we had mod the provicus day -~ onc could make some
lasting fricndships if going all tho weys e foll in with a family (kids
and all) who told us hey had booked overy night's accommodation for thoir
20-doy txip wey hack in veiuary, so groat was the pressure on lodgings
along the Jay. The wholc walk was pre-plenned thewu, and come hell or high

ne:

—~

water thoy must meke their goal cach cvening or the ontire schodule would
fall in ruins. ‘

Just as we wore gotting a geod sweat-up, what should loom up on the
ncar horizon but a vub i I rubbod my cycs, but thore it was — the Tan Hill
Inn, all on its owasome out in the niddle of novhere (we later discovered
o narrow road to it). Now I ask you fustralians, cen you imagine downing
packs, trundiing into the pub for o rint ¢f bittor, cxchenging track banter
with twenty or so follcw-walkors and then roturning to the walk? There
vas an 2ir of wnrcality avout it all, cspocially when that bittor had the
usual cffects This 1ub was roputed o be the highest in all Bngland -
onc of scveral, I beliove, all ¢leiming the same distinction. Onc thing is
not in dispute thoughy it was deing a roaring trade out of the walkers on
the Pennine Tay. -

We terminated the jaunt that cficrnoon at a point where the Jay crosscs
o busy highway. Some people say thet crossing the highways is the greatost
hazard on the Uay —~ I can well boliove i+, Anywey, this highway was a means
back to our starting point where we had o car to rotriocve.

Not an Australian-type bushvalk but an cnjoyable (midges cxcepted) and
cducational cxperionces one ncets the pecple ag well as the landscapec.
If there's a noxt tine, I might “do" the South Dowms for o change.

P.O6.E OB I 56000000
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4 SUNDAY DISASTER By David Cotton
(or Beoowalking at Derkes Forest)

Saturday. A very, very wet merning, spent going through my slide
collection and reading books (what clsc can onc do when one lives in 2
very small and very clutterced hut ot Darkes Forost?) Anyvoy, the 4.00 m
train was met at Heleonsburgh, I picked up Lvelyn and Doug and thon back
to Darkes Forcst. Tents wore soon up and o guick cup of tca,then off
for o scramble around the waterfall. The creck had dropped two foot
sincc the merning and conscquently the trip underncath the watcrfall to
ne was very disappointing. Only a fraction as cxciting as when in full
flood,; which is somcthing like walking through o railway tunnel with half
a nillion trains passing threough simultancously.

Tea was on soon aftcr returning and scemingly finishod just as quickly,
and after a mug of apple cider Doug departed to the "Land of Nod", lcaving
Evelyn and nysclf to discuss pondorous subjcects arcund an extrencly smoky
fire till the late hours of the cvering, when we called it quits and sought
the "Land of Nod" likcwisc, possibly a little wisor or nmorc confused -
who knows?

Sunday. 4 very, very cold and cloudy morning. Only a small amount
of rain feoll during the night and thoe large amount of surfacc wator lying
around from thc preovious day had disappcarcd. ILwven the huge puddice the
campfirce had been sitting in was almcst gonc. A rathor smoky fire was
tolerated during breckfast. Thy? I don't know. I have never known

anyonc o cook cornflekes ¢

Lt this stage, the cloaning up of broakfast things was loft for
Tvelyn and I doported with o Stoinbock book znd clock (no watch) to the
Forcst/Highway turnoff to moct our Sunday starters at 9.30.

Cousin Lecnera, new to Sydncy from Lrmidaele wwhore she had spent the
last ycar or so since coning over from Perth, was first to arrive.
Shortly after Mitch turned up with daughter Jan, I waited until 10, then
back to the apiary.

Ixie to the cold weather the Dee inspection was rather short and
abrupt. I was nursing a heavy cold and with only & snall party I just
couldn't gct into things.

Aftcr morning tea of bread ond butter and fresh honeycomb still warn
from the hive, a quick scramble zround the weterfell was undertaken.
The falls wore found to be even lower thenthce preovious trips once something
has been scen in all its fury it is o Lit hoard to zccept whon it is quioct
and placid. ‘

Aftor a short scramble under, over and around the falls it was decided
to abandon the usual trip devm O'Harcs Creck and rcturn to the apiary for
lunch.
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On rcturning Mitch found his car koys werc locked inside his car,
together with his and Jan's dinner. A nasty moment.  iftcr much
unsuccessful amatcur burglary the local N.R.M.4. depot was contacted and
Mitch, who was not a membor, scon Tound "it pays to belong". After which
a much greator and morc concontrated amatcur burglary offort was sot in
notion, Onc person to cach door armed with o variety of paint scrapers,
tin, wirc and aluminium, which brought forth a grecat following of amatour
koymakers all filing, snipping and testing until the whole procedurc was
torminated by the insortion of a huge scrowdriver in the koyhole and with a
great outburst of cnergy the door was opened minus a workable or sconsible
lock.,

Lftor dinner was concluded (and afternoon tca for scme as well),
Mitch, Jan, Bvelyn and Doug departed for hone.

Disastor struck eagain for the sccond or third time (I forget). My
ovn car keys wore nissing (12 keys - all quite irreplaccable). So after
nmuch scarching and scrabbling all over the place and in the long grass,
ctcey, Leonora found thom end with nuch jumping up and down demanded a kiss
for their return. Uell, phew ~ 12 irrcplacccble keys...  Loonora got
her big kiss, nuch, much bigger than she had expected.

Join in the fun noxt "Bee Talk", These will start again after the
=py
wintor.

P O.00.0.0000000.0.0.69 64

JENOLAYW CLiVES

(From "Obcron-Jonolan District" Historical Handbook by Joy Whocler and
Bluc Garland)

The carly history of the Jenolan Caves is interwoven with the story
of Obcron in many ways.

Credit for the discovery of the Caves in 1838 usually gocs to Tarana -
pastoralist James Whalan, who hod sclceted land at Gingking, and his brother
Charles “halan of Glyndwr Zstatc, Obcron. However, there is cvidenco that
bushrangers used then as 2 hide—out long before that; for how many ycars wc
will nover know.

Also interwoven with the history of Jenolan arc storics of bushranger
James Mckeown, an escaped convict, who is now a legend in the district.
Hany tales arc told of how he raided the ncarcst farms taking food as well
as yokes and bows for his bullecks.

4. story is $old by a "halan descendent of how James Thalan became
tired of having his food stolcn and heving te travel many 12iles tc Tarana
to replace his stores. 5o he sot out with some men to track down lMcKoown,
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whom hc suspected. However, they had to canp the night and in the morning
found that McKecovn had made a quict raid and taken the ox-bows, so they
couldn't get their team together and had to leave the bullocks till they
roplaced the stolen cgquipment.

The stery generally accepted is that Mckeowm raided sottlors' stores
and Jancs Thalan, who had by then teken up land at Gingkin, went with police
looking for him. Thoy found McKccown and arrcsted him.  On his roturn,
Jamcs told his brother Charles that he had scen the mouth of a big cave
in the distancec. So Charles wont oxploring and found the Grand fLrch and
the Devil's Coachhousc.

In a book written for the N.S.7. Tourist Burccou about the Jenolan Caves
there is a story quotod from 'The frgus'. It tells of how Jamos Thalan
tried to track McKcown only to find that he disappcorced in rough country.
Howover, he 'found cvidence of carceful cultivation and a nice little farm'.
Jamos roturnced and told his brother Charles thet ho hed bLeen ‘'through the
dovil's coachhousc'. The next day Jeamos went with troopers and they
capturcd McKeown ot his hiding placc, which is now known as llcKecown's Hole,
not far ewey from the Grand Arch. This story cnds with saying that McKcown
rcturncd afterwards from a term of coxile oun NWorfelk Island and rovisited
the sceonc of his former exploits.

Charlos Vhalan cxplered the caves under the great arches and he and
his sons werc prominent as honorery guides during the yoars 1838-67.
Visitors often stayed at Charles! cstatce, 'Glyndwr',; at Obcron on their
woy to the caves.

Jenolan was madc a reserve in 1866. In 1867 Jeromish Yilson became
unofficial kcoper of the caves and in 1884 wos appointed first wardon at
£25 por annun. Somec of the older residents of the district romembeor him
as hoving o big red beard and carrying a long horn over his shoulder for a
hearing aid as he was vory deaf.

Tilson net tourists at Terchne Reilway Station and drove them by horse-
drawvm coach along the Obcron Road to Jenolan, tut they had to mcoke their
stcep descent into the valley fleoor by foot. Overnight they would slcep
in the Grand Arch Cave. Visitors carricd candles when entoring the caves
at that time, but well placced clectric lights now add to the megic ¢ the
caves.

By 1879 thc rocd from Oberon had reached the caves and in 1880 there
was a pormanent scttlement, Jercmiah Uilson building a gucest house. This
was latcr burnt dowm.

The present Caves Housc was built in stages and completed in 1918.

The Jonolan Caves have had maony names. In the Bathurst 'Froc Press!
(30.4.1856) they were called licKecown's Caves. They have also been known
as the Fish River Caves end the Binda Caves.  However; in the Government
Gazottc of 19 Jdugust 1884 the name was changed to Jenolan. This was taken
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Trom the native neme of 2 mountain in the district, 'Genowlanit, which moans
'foot'.

Sad to say, the fricndly rock wallabios that were ofton seen around tho
Grond Arch have now disappearcd. Notorists ran over thom and tho foxes arc
blamed for killing tho rcst.

Mrs Violet Ebberton, a daughtor of Harry %halan who guided pcople through
the Lucas Cave, told the vriter thore werc groat flocks of parrots at Jonolan.
They were roscllas and lowrios.

'They would come and sit on your head z2nd cat Liscuits. They would come
into our bedroons ond roid our tins. If you left the Liscuit tin open you
would go back to find everything gone, ' she soid.

XXX XXX

N

THE JENOLAN CAVES IT

(By ». 7, Spriggs — "Our Bluc Mountains Yesterdays")

There is an air of Lhystery and oxcitcment about Jenolen —— and a cortain
"something" which cven world travellers do not cxpericnce frequently.

Even the tiny spidcrs which spin a lace curtain at the very top of the
Grand irch arc found only at that particular spot at Jenolan Caves.

In the book "Australian Spiders™ Keith C, HcKeown; F.R.Z.S., statess
"o find no socigl orgenisation anong spiders ... the strong prey upon the
weak, cven brother upon sister. Spider communitics o, however, oxist and
by far the nost renarkable of those comnmunsl cfforts — probebly in the whole
world —~ arc the webs of tho Grogarious Ixcuticus Sccialis (formcrly
Imaurcbius) from the Jenclan Cavos!.,

The neuntoin scenery leading to the caves is typically fustralian;
but onc has a foeling of having loft fustrelia behind as the road descends
1500 feet in five miles, going right through the Grand Arch; to cmorge into
the picturcsque remctencss of the Caves~Housc arca.

Jo feel that we arc ot the bettom of o valley nnd yet the altitude is
2600 fcet nbove ses lovel.

Four hours is considercd to be a leisurcly cor Jjourncy from Sydnecy to
the Jenolan Caves; so perheps it is interesting to read cxcerpts from the
"Cumberland Argus", Parrenatta, of 22 Octobor 1898.

".oo 4t one time, it was 2 sovere Journcy to got to the Caves. Now
things arc difforent =nd if you want vo rush it, you can do the trip in 2
days. Tako the train fron Sydney rnd spond the night in the Railway Rofresh-
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nont Rooms at Mt. Victoria., After an carly breakfast, the coach is taken
to the "Helf-Tzy Housc" at Hampton.  Horscs arc chonged horc and aftor o

heorty meal, the journcy is rosumed. It is adviseble to book through

Mr. Horry Smith, the lessce of the Coves Housc, at the Rodfern Refreshment
Rooms,

The caves were discovered some time bofore 1841 (1838), by James
“halan, whosc fathor was 4.D.C. to Governor iacquaric.

~halan had suffored at ‘the hands of a bushranger namcd McKeowm, and
he was determined to try and track him to his hiding placc. He followed
hin for miles when suddenly the bushranger disappcarcd as if the carth hed
swallowed him up.  Thelan now camc across a wild cavern ond kopt on the
trock of his cnopny through its glconmy portaels, where 3 niles up the gorge,
he canc across McKcown's hiding placce.

The police were informed and McKcowm capuurcd.

Yhalan lator told his brether that he hed been through the Devil's
Coach House and this name is uscd today.

Tenders were called in 1897 for "improveomonts" to the Fish River or
Binda Caves and in 1884 thoy were officially called Jenslan. The word
Jenolan is aboriginal, meaning "High Mountein". Jorcmish Tiilson was ap—
pointed Taxrden at a salary of £25 por year and onc had the choice of 3
tracks to gain access.

The Oberon track opproached the caves frem the wost via an extroncly
steep 2 nile hill. The track from Hartley (sbout 35 niles) was improved
in 1896 and continucd through the Grand Arch to mecet the Oboron Road at the
opposite cnd,

Then there was the bridie track (Six Foot Track) via Nelly's Glen and
lecgalong Valley, over the Black Range, and so down to the Cavesy; a distance
of 26 milcs. ‘

For many yecars, thc most venturcsome visitors hircd horscs and a guidc
in Ketcomba end "did" the Caveos in this manmor.

Lord Cerrington in 1886, with his l~dy, rodc via the Nelly's Glen
track with a loezl guide.

Mr Mark Foy was tho first motorist +c the Caves in 1903, taking 9
hours from Blackheath in an 8 h.p. single cylinder Dec Diongand within a
fow years horsc coaches gave way to cars vhich were beeening reasonably
rcliable. Candles and magnesium flares worc replaced by cloctric light in
1887; first by battery croration end thon by wator-powered turbines
driving goncrators.

It hes been said that the cducation cof ro person is compleote without
having visited The Caves.
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FEDERATION NOTES — April and ay 1973 Roscmanvadmunds

It bas becn reported thot the National Parks and ild Lifo Scrvice is
tightening up on caving activitics. Stringent regulations have boon
laid dovm and permits nust Do obtained for caving in all Wational Parks.

‘Jalkers should be warned that dingc traps arc being laid on Scott's
mein renge by the local grazicrs. These traps can inflict bad injuries if
accidentally sprung or steppcd upon.

The Kosciusko Huls Association Annual Genoral Heoting for 1973 was hold
on May 19 at Sawpit Crock. The Association nccds norc nmember clubs and
individual mombers,; and the $2.00 annual membeorship fee, which is to go
tovards hut meintenance, ontitles morbers to froe usc of 211 huts in the
park. The address for memborship details is Box 626, Ilanuka, ACT 2603,

The idea of S.B.7. adopting o hut ond maintaining it would be well worih
considering.

The Lake Podder cnquiry continucs. The Federation urges anyonc,
both-clubs ond individuals who have walked in the arca, to vrite to the
Departaent of the Environmont (Seorctary, Lake Peddeor Enquiry, Departmont
of the Enviromaent, PO Box 1937, Canberra 2601 ACT), stating their recasons
why Loke Podder should be prescrved. This is the only way thet the Depart-—
rient can gauge the popularity of the arca for velking. L very dimportant
arguncnt is that South-west Tasmenia is abeut the only real wildeorness
wallking arca loft in Australia.

The Anzac Day Dawn Scrvice heold at Splendour Rock on ¥ay 6 wes attended
by 25 people representing four clubs. S.B.77. was not roprosontod.

The Sydnecy Rock Climbors arc propesing to producc z nenual on absciling,
wiich will prcbably cost arocund 50c., They would welcome cerrients fron
clubs and individuals to try tc gousc responsc.

The Bel Butt Colo Skctch nep —- currcntly on szlc ot Faddy Pa2llin —
has been found to have nunorous crrors and omissions. It should be used in
conjunction with the St. Albans nap, which should zlso be treoted with
caution.

The Notional Iapping Authority have advised that after Iarch 1973, in
all arcas vherc l/lO0,000 meps arc being published, 211 1M: 1 milc and
1/50,000 maps 7ith coentours in feet, ctc., have been discontinucd,

This applics nainly to the southern arcas. .
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The National Mapping JAuthority has advised that in all arcas where
l/lO0,000 maps arc being published, 21l 1" : 1 nilc and 1/50,000 nops with
contours in fcet, ctc., have been discontinucd since March 1. This aprlics
neinly to the scuthcrn arcas.

New Maps available, March/ipril/iay, 1973 — the Lands Departnent 1/259000
topographic naps.

Narcoma 8925 Bernagul; Bodella, Contral Tilba and Narocomn.
Bombala 8725 Glen 4Allon, Nimmitabel, Teapot, langcllic.
Cobargo 8825 Bodan, Belowra, Nerrigundah.

Corrai 9336 8 naps aveilable

Macsville 9436 8 maps available

Hambulla 9536 4 naps available

Bundarra 9137 8 maps availeblec

The Ilount Tomeh Socicty is proposing to orect a monument on the top
of Nount Tomah to comncmeretc Caley and Hoddle and two other carly cxplerors
of the Bluc lountains. It will consist of a group of large stones crected
in a pienic arca, cach Learing a plaque inscribed with the cxplorer's nene,
dates, cte. Anyone interested in helping finoncially or otherwise should
contact the Ilcunt Tomah Socicty.

Teddy Pallin's oricontcoring contest is sot for Saturdey 26 lay.
KWW H NI K

THE SaVE COLONG BULLETTH

Last ycar, =s onc wilderness arca after another was threstcned with
various forms of development, the Colong Committee formed itsclf into a
Hotional Wilderness Socicty. t is now fighting for the prescrvaticn not
only of llount Jjrmecur, tut of Bungonia Gorge, Barbers Crock; The Boyd Platcau,
Loke redder, the Top End National Tark, the ollongambe Wilderness, the Cox
Velley, the Doua/Tuross area, the Wiangaric Rain Forcst and any other
threatencd arca brought to its notice,

For thosc who would like to fellew this running Leottle with cerent
ccmpanics, public utility cuthoritics,; the Forestry Commission, private
develepers and anybody clse who threctons our fou rencining wilderness areas,
the Save Colong Bulletin is the one publication which prints the campaigns
in detail.

It is published bi-nonthly, and o ycarly subscription costs $2, payablc
to the Hon. Trecasurcr, The Colong Committec, 3rd Floor, 18 .irsyle Strect,
Sydnoy, NST 2000.
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If anyonc would like to add a donation to tho $2, thoy can be assured
that it will be put to good usc in financing the publications of the com—
nittec and the costs thoe committce incurs in Trepering subnissions and sometines,
wvhere cssential, in reying consultants, for the purposc of Presenting our
casc before the various inguirics on cnviromacntal issues.

Twe copics of rccent Bullotins have been placcd on the Club noticeboard.

O e L

STOP PRESS

Coolana tree-planting weekend is still on
MNay 25, 26, 27
Dut the party at Bill Gillam's plece is off

However, you still go %o his Place and pick
up trees on Friday night or Saturdsy morning
— 200 to be transporiod. Bring your spadc,

Infornmation from Bob Younger.

B e T ST VRV

UALKS SECHETARY'S HOTDS —— JUIS, 1973 Uilf Hilder

Junc 1,2,3,4 Snow climbing at “atson's Crags. Loazdor: Doone Yyborn.
For details sce Dot Butler (h) 48.2208.

June 1,2,3, The President's safari heads For the Nattai Canyon this
weckend. - Spectacular scenery cdovn lartins Creck with
some boulder hopping through the canyon. Graded track
from licirthur's Flat to the road. Dook carly.

Sunday 3 Vilf's trying to con you intc this tost walk — could be
tougher than he bargaincd for. Bring a good torch. ILoads
of historical foaturcs for intcrested creaturcs.

Sunday 3rd Dill Hell leods this interesting day welk into Myuna Creck —
bit cool for the nudists, mind you.  Good tr cks along
Heathcote Creck —— rough tracks alon: IIyuno Creck.

Long Tleckend

Junc 8,9,10,11 Ski touring's back agzin.  Dave Rostron leads this 3-dey
trip to the Alps for cxpericnced tourers only. Basc camp
nid the snow zums cn the lower slopes of Twynam. Book
carly.

June 8,9,10,11 Ieuriec Guaken loads this 3-day spccial to Kanangra over old
Cloudy (perdon, iyles) Iit Cloudmakor snd down to Konangaroo.
Long but scenic climb ovoer Farzlyser and back to Kanangra.
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Sunday 10th Uncle Serr Hinde lcads this boaut day walk from Ingadinc
to Vaterfall via Trailers Loke. . bit scrubby along the Toro-
nora but first ratc scenecry. Speeial excursion tickets
to Tatorfall.

June 16, 17 Here's your golden opportunity to learn to ski cress-—-
country — langlauf, langren, as our German or Swodish friends

cell it. Frce tuiticon by Rod and ilf — ask yourselfs IF
Paddy can d¢ it, why can't I? Barly bockings please, for
the only ski touring instructional this year —— full moon
weekend too d

Sunday 17th Two great Sunday walks for you — Meryl Jatman is heading for
Horella Karong and the Mooray Track to Heathcote, while
Carl BDeck is bound for Tost Hoad and Salvation Creck (ferry
to and from Church Foint). “ildflowers arc wvalting for you.

June 22, 23, 24 Mt Solitary with Bl Trosidontc — what o vey to go — in
safc hands all the way. Fabulous sconery —— bring your
colour camerz. Hete Saturday morning trein.

Sunday 24th Kath Brovm's off to thc FPalms on this classic day walk.
Glorious viows and compehny on well 1olishced tracks.

Junc/July

29, 30, 1lst Thredbo is the "in" wplacc —— without pconlc. Conundrums

aside —— Rod and "4l1f arc at it egain with a ski touring
practice weckend for novices at Rawson Hut. Shert Main
Range Tours during the weckend. Book carly rlecasc.

29, 30, 1lst Uncle Frank is leading this wintcr claossic to Dlue B-
bpardon; I mecant Gun. Tracks all the way but steep and very
scenic climb nut of Canyon at Govetts Leap — a 520! shecer

fall,
Sunday lst July Vondabyne to the legendary Pindar Cove. Uncle Sam lecads it
as only hc can — it's the years of experionce on top that

count. Bozutiful vicws across Mullet Crock and the
'iwkesbury.  Lush lunch spot ncar Pindar Cave. Do leot San
know you arc coming. ’

KRS RARRFEHRIN R RN HR
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Letter  from alan ond Derothy

Doar fricends,

Te have arrived safely and are now onjoying the comparative luxury of
the Mermor Hotelywhich is o0ld but very westornised in style, food and prices.

The jumbo-jct was very comfortable, mainly becausc it was less than
half full and we were fortunate cnough to have o window scat, which was
quite lucky consideoring the planc is 9 seoots wide.

o errived at 3 a.n. yesterdey mrrning ~nd had to wait until noarly
6 a.n. for the man in charge to authorise visas for us. (Apparontly we
were very neughty not to got them beforchond J) Tie thon ot o taxi to the
city just as dawn was brcaking. Lots of large grey squarce concrete buildings
with a beautiful backdrep of nountains going up to 18,600 ft. Tchran
is at 3,000 £t on a plein and it is quitc cold —— yosterday sunny ond windy
and today dull and sonc snowflakes and rain.

Lfter Dbooking in at the hotel we wont in scarch of = nep and cventually
found cnc in a bookshop. e began te get our bearings and went wandering.
Ye tricd to find a bazaar but befeore we got for we wore teken in charge by
a young chap (rccontly finished 'eleoctricity! at collegc) whe tock it upon
himsclf to show us around for the doy. The bagaar vras vory fascinating,
situated in o moze of tunncls surrounding o wosgue. Je bought some breoad
to cat as we weont alons,the cquivalont of 3 conts for o large flat thing
about 3 £t long and 1 £t —ide. "o saw ricn meking huge copper vesscels,
some about 6 £t across, and watchod thom honting thom ond cogting: the insides
with tin. The bazsaar also sclls any amcunt of ghastly plastic shees and
clothes, ctc., of western stylce. The city ig in fact very westerniscd; so
I wos surpriscd that litcrally cverybody thot passcd us, particularly
children, storcd ot us (Alan says it is ny feir heir thet amazes them, as
our clothes arc not difforent to meny Porsicns'). ‘o hove scen no other
tourists in the stroots, and only o couple in hotels (also, we were two of
only five people who got off the planc at Tchran, and then the other three
were natives of Iran. Qantas planc which canc shertly after curs produced
only onc perscn and she was necting hor pa-in-law whe has lived here 35
yoars.

In the aftcrnoon, afier glasscs of tea (6 conts for 4 cups) we s2id
goodbye to our guide and cemc home out of the wild wind and hal 2 snocze
as wo werc rather tired aficr 23 hours on the planc and all morning walking.
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