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SPRING IS THE SEASON OF THE SOUL

. Bill Gillam
", .othere are alpine meadows, granite boulders, snow gums, long

days, crisp nights, good viewsy and where it is still springtime

at 6,000 feet on Morgan, Murray, and Bimberi." (Pat Harrison 1968)

"The corollary of" TOng days is short nights”.
(Pithekoi. Greck Philosopher and Dramatist.

435 B.C.)

Thos¢ who beleive advance publicity, indeed any publicity, bring
to my mind a picture of the Childrens' Crusade; innocents behind
a banner marching to find despair and disillusion long before they
 reached the Promised Land: I had my anti-~despair shots years ago
" and, disillusion i$ no more than a cloudy days. He was, in fact, not
clalmlng mucb. At sea level Spring was only thirtcen days past,
offiéially, daylight and kookaburras arrive at 0345 and the calm
pcrlod:%etwepn £ly and mosquito ‘is fourteen hours later. Cool
‘nights: could be a problem. Prlvately, he mentioneds: no undergrowth,
‘crystal clear water, the possibility of trouting, and the country's
utter dlss1m11ar1ty to the Colo. -

The first thing to do was to find Frank ngby, and the manmner.
'of his finding was sufficiently dramatic to call the affair "Pat
* Harrison's Frank Rigby Trip". Shades of Philby and other charac-
ters sufferlnU from tho .cold, My 1nformat10n wag that he would be
din the ‘Seven Scas Cafe, ‘Alinga Strect, near Woolwortht's, Cauborra,
Botween ten and c¢leven, and we would not wait lator than cleven
khirty. He would be wearing .z .red beard.  This was direct verbal
instruction. Others had tclephonic gen that it was the Ling Fam
Cafe.near Coles, which they complicated further by saying we had
crossed the main road, this wasn't Alinga, and some deliberate
mis~statements, Cunningly Frank had found andther cafe when the
Seven Scas dricd up, situsted directly opposite a Specified Building’
to which he knew we must all come. He waited. "o found the bulldlng.
We founi F“anu. Tt was doubted if he would go very high.:

Glendale Cr0531ng, Gudgenby. River. Half past twelve. At one
oclock I softencd the ground sufficiently to reost on, at two an
immense, dazzling thin sliver of moon woke me; at three I took my
skivvy from my inadequate pillow to stop the convulsive shivering
of my legs, thon forty minutes later threw'a stone at the giggling
kookaburras and shamed Pat by guttlng up before him., The first
long day. had bcgun.

By half past cight and another forty miles we Had left the
cars, gazed in awe at the mountains, ventilated our lungs to the
lowest lobe, and started up. Up.through .white sallee groves, up
through mountaln ash gToves, up. through scatterud Snow gums, and
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then flung our packs onto the first available alpine meadow. That was a .
mistake., Pat could see the bulk of Morgan only another thousand feet higher,

He could not, and we would noty rest until it was knocked over, log book signed,
the red-dust snows of the Main Range identified, and.we had returned to the
alpine meadow, It was not ‘yot noon.Wo atc, we rested, Rigby slept. Pat announced
it was. time to go if we wanted to reach Oldfield's Hut. Oh! the deceit of the
man! He had persuaded us to leave tents behind, offering the comforts of Olaficld!s
Hut if the weathor turned foul. The hut looked many squares distant, When Pat
added half that distance again for twists and turns it sounded absolutely
unatiainable. We ran. We took fences to indicate we were nearlng the hut, we
pointed the map at trig statlons to convince ourselves we were falllng behind,

I had a daytlme hallucination I had walked out of the crocky out of the
Goodradigbee, followed the 'Bidgee, and then being allowed to rest and drink

from the stream had found it salt. With five hours of daylight remaining we
arrived, rested, and then the weather showing only day-type clouds Pat

suggested camping in Murray's Gap, only another six hundred feet hlgher.

Stunned silence. Uttor disbelief. Aghast. Long days surely meant long hours

of daylight. Not long daysi I pointed out that I was descended from Barly
Settlersy; that I had caught and carricd a grasshoppor and that there was a

trout stream flanked by superb camps1tcs.

Inertla won the day. Frank thought he would go higher if he rested longer.
We rested, Wo d_lnod..We were so intent on the conservation of energy that we
spoke in nonosyllables. Ve slept.

The moon, tho shivering as beforec, the birds as before. I had the first
match to the fire as Pat came running with his rubber hose to persuade the
larger logs to burn. It was four oclock. Breakfast was a leisurely meal of
thirty two minutes, a pensive burning and burying of tins, a positively gracious
drying out of slceping bags drenched by dew, a prolonged putting out of the
fire, and then we sat down until six oclock,

Frank was sure he would go blgh. Ve ventilated our lungs. Frank ran up the
fire trall, heel and.toed across alpine meadows, flung down his pack at MWurrayfs
Gap, shouted’Blmberl, and then saw the thick mist coming from the Cotter side
of the watchshed. TWould he be able to go to the top before the weather closed in?
He was determincd. A man in such an clevated mood is wonderful to contcmplatc.
Run to the trig, identify the Main Range as beforc, run down, pick up pack,

" elimb Mhrray feecling as though he had any number of Bimberis left in him, and

then lunch in yet another alpine meadow, haV1ng done two six thousand p%hgsghn
the one morning. .

A
\\»

It is a fecling not given to many men. A feeling of euphoria. A ﬁé%buw
Cortez" feeling to have eight hours of daylight left and all the way home " .
downhill. Under the trees it was cool, the water likec wine from a deep éeéﬂar.
A cool brecze carcssed his beard, soothed his bright pink sunburn. Befoneéhxm
stretehed a magnificent vista of mountains waiting for his firm tread. S
sun was not cnough to burn the clouds from the valleys. Contorted gums gb
from the cooly grey granitec. The snow grass cushioned his back. A dalsymo
intense gentian bloomed behind his left ear. He was asleep. i
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UP IN THE MORNING EARLY

Pat Harrison

The leader of a walk is always mightily pleased when Friday night comes,
for then he knows that there can be no more changes in who is coming and who
is not coming. The phone calls werec at an end and the party for the Yaouk
walk on 14/15 December was finally stabilised at six members. Ross Hughes
collected Shirley Dean and Bill Gillam and headed for the Scver Seas Cafec at.
Canberra, while David Cotton collected me and headed for the samé rendezvous,

where we all met Frank Rigby at 10.40 p.me. The two vehicles then set out for
Glendale Crossing on the Gudgenby River and decided to camp there because it
was the only place for farty miles around where a fire.could be 1lit. After a
cup of Bill's coffee the party was in bed by 1.00 a.m., with the chuckle of
the Budgenby in our ears and the daybright moonlight on our faces. -It shone
so brightly over all that I had a half-awaeke confused dream that the nearby
Tracking Station was engaged in an inter-planetery. war with Mars and I really
expected little men to carry me away at any moment. I% was worth a 225—m11e
drlve Jjust to camp under such a moon in such z place on such a night. '

We were up for an early breakfast on Saturday morning and climbed into
the cars at 6.00 a.m. for the last stage of the drive to Yaouk and points
north. The road climbed through the Snow Gums then down across the Nads -
River and through the pleasant country around Callemondah and on inte the ., |
broad valley of Bradley's Creek , where it was fascinating to consider how
such a stream made such a valley and to wonder wvhether the Murrumbidgee ance
kept going.castwards at Yaouk and had something to do with the formation of
the valley. It was a very beautiful drive down the bread, flat, lush-green
valley in the early morning, with a ring of great mountains around us.

Ve parked the cars at a timbergetter's cotitage in the shadow of Mount
Morgan, but the timbergetter couldn't give us any topographical .information
whatsoever -——— he knew less than we dld about the area. However, we found the
Bung Harris Track and in pretty smarttime were dumping our packs  in ene of
those lovely little meadows that you find in. this. part of the world, Morgan
was still another 1,000 feet above us, but without' ‘packs the party tore into
it like terriers and soon were identifying the snow-plastered féatures of the
Snowy Mountains, Jagungal standing out most imprcssively. There was a little
alpine stream 2 few yards from our packs, thus enabling us to have a comfort-
able lunch before picking up the Bung Harris Track again and finding our way
down to Oldfield's Hut along the open valley of the Goodradigbec Rlver (or
Murray Creck as it is known in its headwaters).

Oldfield!s Hut is sited in a beautiful meadow, and the alpine flowers
were beginning to showy there was also a most imposing view of Bimberi Peak:
but Frank Rigby detests huts (and I must admit that 0ldfield's looked a really
good harbourage Ter rats and snakes) and consequently we moved down te the
river and camped in an equally pleasant spot where we could see everything
as beforc, excepting the hut. : ‘

'
s
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Bill Gillam tied his fishing line to a pole that would have made Izaak
Walton weep, and wandered down thé river casting here and there, but without
luck, although the fish were in s1ghts

We had reached Oldfield's at 3.40p.m. on a mellow afternoon with loads
of daylight in hand, and soon there was some talk of either climbing Bimberi
Peak and camping oh top or going up %o the meadow in Murray Gap and camping
there, but Frank ngby quickly scotched that notion by declaring that he
hadn't a Bimberi in him today but might have one tomorrow.

Ve were up carly again on Sunday morning and-in due course Frank announced
that he had a Bimberi in him today..The party had protésted somewhat about
early rising and about early starts, but it was the poor leader who was still
dousing the fire at 6,00 a.m. while the rest of them were galloping down, the
Goodradigbee and heading for Murray Gap. ILeaders of walks can never win, If
the walk goes perfectly, the others just regard that as.it should be; but
odium is heaped upon the poor fellow if thlngs £0 Wrongs.

We dumped our packs at Murray Gap and a deaf ear was turned to subtle
interpretations of the snowy mist that was rising from the Cotter Valley.
Murray Gap is a glorious place to camp, with water right in the Gapj but
there is an even better place on Dunn's Flat Creek about halfway between
Oldfleld's and the Gap.

Bimberi Peak was climbed and sbout forty minutes was spent. there in
picking out landmarks around the skyline ——— the Snowy Mountains, the Bogong
Peaks over near Yarrangobilly, and the Tlnderry lMountains near Mlchelago.
‘Time was also taken to verify that there is still water on the very summit
of Bimberi and that campsites are plentiful and good. - ’

-Back to Murray Gap, picked up our packs, and were up on Mount Murray~
for on early lunch at 11.00 a.m. All these mountains are beautiful, each in
a diffcrent way, The weatherbeaten Snow Gums.on Mount Murray with snowgrass
underneath providing a delightful lunch spot, and there was water g few feed
down on the southern slope.

There are two symmits on Murray, the: easterly one apparently the hlgher,
and it was from the jumbled mass of granite boulders on this end that we \
dropped off and stecred ourselves back to the Bung Harris Track under Morgan,
The country south of Murray was very alpine in appearance.

Bverybody had a wash in the icy water of Bung Harris Creeck, and we
all set off for heme at 3.40 p.m. I am somewhat nervous these days of motor
vehicles, having recently been in one that was rolleds consequently you will
appreciate how I felt when David came down Fitzt!s Hill in top gear with his -
brake linings burning and smoking furiouslys but despite all my fears I
at last fell asleep near Pi¢ton and David was allowed to drive the last
leg of the journey in peace.
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‘AT OUR DECEMBER MEETING -

\‘-{oﬁQrtei;by Alex Colley

"After édnvbying‘Jim Brownts apologics for being unable toiéﬁtend, the

Presidoent welcomed three new members, two of them.daughters-of nembers. The

new members welconed were. Frarices Colley, Helen Rowen, and Peter Whitmore

Lt The minutes of the previous meeting gave-Tist 0" bwo. reports. The first,

 from Bafry‘Eacgy our, Socizl Secretarys.explained‘the'mystery of the missing
dinner dance ﬁiqkets,vThe-humber of tickeis printed was 250; of which 115 were
so0ld and 135 returnsd unsold, Not 171 of'the,115_Séld9 however, were collected

by the staff,qf'the.Sky Lbungeglprobably’because of Iate Comers, or possibly
because one or tWO'tickét_holders'didn?t[turn“upg The number catered for: wag

120," which was a Teasonable estimate of the number who would attend, allowing
for those who decided to come at the last ninute; as so many usuvally do, The.
Treasurer-déclaredsthat he not only accepted, but also endorsed, the report,

P

The other ré@ort was frquRoss Wyborn,,covering the fatél'accideht on‘the
October alpine tfip.\Although there has becn no allegatiqn_of SJB.Wg,résponsibily
ity for the accident, it was'thought'advisable to hold the Teport as’ a safeguard,
| fﬁ Ih"éorréépondenééfwere lettors friom the Hon. Wal Fife; Minister for Mines,
and the HQh;_Tomquwis,'Minister for Lands, in reply +o our letters re Colong,

Governmernt, The Maldon Works gave direct employment:to 160 men and,indirectly'
cnployment' 10,600 men and ‘womer, an important considération to g Government
commnitted to decontralisation.'Colong contained "the nearogt  economic deposits
of liﬁéstbne”a>'A transfer of the works elsewhere would involve‘the Present .
producer in unnecessary heavy éxpenditureo Mr, Lewis €xpressed hig synpathy
with the view taken by the Club and assured us that the Govermment was fully
conscious of the strong case against permitting nining at Colon + He pointed”
out that over 5% of the land within g radius of 100 niles of Sydney was within
National or State Parks but nore would be nesded, and for that Teason long range
plans were being developed to eXpand the present acreage, , Both Ministers -
stressed the more stringent conditions attached to the new consolidated lease
&ranted thig years which had the effect of ralsing the guarantee deposit from
$32 to $100,000, . T : o ‘ ﬂ

E From the Dungalla’ Club there came a list of officers (Mori Berry,
Presidents Ian Malcolm and Rene Brown, Vice—Presidents; Brian-Harvey, Hon,
Secretary and Hon, Treasurer) and & copy of" their constitution, The question
of whether thé "President for the .time being" of,the,S#BfW;,should acceépt o
Honorary.membéréhip of,the‘Dungallg Club was,débate&;aﬂd;de¢idéd_in the affirma-
tive, though Bill Gillam ang ilf Hilder -considered that the constitution did
not allow present or future §.B,™, Presidents to be bound by the resolution of
another body, S '
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The Treasurcr reported income for the month of $8 and outgoings of $88.
Nevertheless our bark balance remained at a healthy $460.

The Walks Secretary reported an active month, despite unpleasant conditions.
Most popular walk of the month was Frank Rigby's Kanangra-Kowming trip, attend-
ed by 19 members, 5 prospectives, and 2 visitors. Views from the Bullhead
Range wore magnificent, and so was a pool in Bulga Denis Canyon, even though
it was not large.enough for all the party to fit into at once. Vhether it was
love of the bush, the popularity of the leader, or free afternoon tea that
attracted 20 starters on Owen Mark's Burning Palms walk, may never be knowns
but, good as his word, the leader produced an egg-beater, a bowl and creamn,
and ran 4up a batch of pikelets for afternoon tea, which was enjoyed by all,
David Cotton was substitute leader for Joan Rigby's trip to the Colo, but the
. party ran into bush fire trouble of unspecified nature and didn't get back
until Monday. Unfair tactics were practised on  Snow Brown's Jerrara Creek
trip, attended by 18 starters for whom hearing was beleiving. At 5 a.m.
Colip Putt shouted out "It's raining", whereupon everyone got up. They!ll
probably take a tent next time if only for a good night's sleep. Doon
Wybornts trip to Tinderry Peak sounded rather like Ken Ellis's "Mest Exciting
Trip". Somchow it cnded up down the Wollongambie,

Though we are used to bits being taken off parks it came as a pleasant
surprise to hear that several parks are having bits added. ¥ilf Hilder told us
that 58 acres were being added to Bouddi, 40 to Dharrug, 600 to Kuring-gai (the
catchment of the old railway dam), and smaller arcas to the Mark Morton and
Royal National Parks.

The question of missing Pederation raffle and Ball tickets written off
(nominal value $63) inspired Frank Ashdowm to move that no more raffle tickets
be sold in the Club. After debate it was decided that the missing tickets
were never sold anyway (so it was mercly a "papor" loss) and the motion was
loste.

A report in the course of "General Business" to the effect that the C.M.W.
hag te vacate their Club rooms at one month's notice reminded members that our
own rooms might be, choice real cstate bait for a developer, so perhaps we
should be prepared. A committee of Owen Marks and Ramon U'Brien, with power to
co-opts; was appointed to specify the Club's needs and report on any suitzble
Premises,

C . Grounds

It was also reported that Nadgee, Cydmirrah, and Barron /' reserves were

not open to walkers over the holiday pertod.,

In view of the holding of our dimner dance on October 18th, Committee had
decided not to put on a Club Christmas party because the interval between
parties would be too short,

The meeting ended with the expression of Christmas good wishes te
members from the President,



ot ¥ istened quite happily at the wind working at the 'tent
h, which resisted it and ga.ve us pro*bect:.on." R

of you who have experienced high mounta:.n camps in‘an ;,
roachlng storm recognise a sense of comradeship in thes;@ {="" :
*dg. Thosec of you who still have this adventure to look’ é ¢ /
word o  will share this confident spirit and mutual —_

r#iers’c anding, when the time comes. . <f/ b L

- \ en your time comes make sure your adventure is" complete
‘;&' w‘ﬁ\th PADDYMADE CAMP GEAR. Gear that has given warmth and P
/protectlon to thousands of adventurers for over 36 years. i,

Available from — '
: PADDY PALLDT P"‘Y . LDZ[ITED,

The Sydney Bushwalker 959, 3.
'.. . ﬁ ; . %’
N . g’; ';.' L. ,L .- B
| & #Ater the evening meal, we retlred 16 our tehts - a llt-b]?é § b s
’-R-nﬂ’ali had fa.llen, but the storm had not yet brok:énc gf I 331 .
' .-;: a curious sense of security and oomfor'l: is g:.ven us ‘by;f %g : .i ‘
cbod tent -and slecping bage - SR

1092, BATHURST STREET,
SYDNEY. N.S.¥. 2000,
Phone - 26~2685 ‘

74 oy e B
Aérqlia‘s first and leading lightweight ‘camp gjea;t‘;,special_ist {0

ceri ¥ - ,
;AWM - . ;
/A " "’?'
a q . . ' - L D 1
& . o T e : :."J- i S AR - . 1 .
"""‘-"""'-1;,-.} . . . " i R e, o _“.wnauc: , ,r §
‘ EIN @ﬁ“ﬂ ﬁ g @V AL Ll R 7 4
£ \. o BN fea T o £ g
4 . =y : &
gﬂ,’lp-w ﬁjﬁ# - ‘ g» g'!fun!ﬂi*&?? %wﬁff !';}- (ﬁﬁ?ﬁ! ? Thl L. ,f/ ¢ g
\ 1'::.{"!: MH‘ Tﬂm il J ~ . 'ﬁ! 2 r-‘ . ﬁQ g . - . v g _ & W
g/ /_’nw.ﬁ ad 'Jiﬁ F , oWt Flaae, 4!9 Bathurst Stimet, .,ydncy S -1 %w{ .pan H
TR e vt A S e L 2683 -'_ P :ai:? YT T F g
A A s :‘::L ,,..,._“v_‘ e L8 S T IS I S




January; 1969 - The Sydney Bushwalket ' g

IN SEARCH OF AN AUSTRALIAN MOUNTAIN -~ MI. BARNEY

Ross Wyborn

. Over the Chrlstmas perlod the contlnual search led Margaret and
myself to Queensland. Ve had heard that ut, Barney was THE mountain of -
Queensland; and we went to 1nvest1gate.

Ve found that Mti Barney is not just a. single mountaln, Jut rather.
a large mountain massif consisting of three main peaks (East Peak, West Peak,
and North Peak) with subsidiary peaks such as Leaning Peak and Isolated Peak N
on the ridges leading up to the summits. The massif stands, Ampressively
over the plains, with its rocky battlements towering nearly 4,000 feet sbove .
the Logan River. Indeed, Mt. Barney is a real mountain and unlike any othcrs ‘
I have seen in Australia.

Vhen we arrlvod at the foot of Mt. Barney 1t Was dark and.as we ..
were not amongst mountains we thought we were in the wrong place. Next h
morning we still couldn't sce any mountains, but nearby steep slopes led
into the clouds and we guessed that this was it. We drove the car closer,
following the instructions in the "Walker's Guide to S.E. Queehsland's
Scenic Rim" and left the car near Cronan Creek. We had chosen the Mezza-—
nine Ridge from the Guide Book, as this requires a ropes however, on starting
up we were confronted with a number of spurs rather than a ridge. We
eventually ended up cutting onto the South~East Ridge and followed this.,

The ridge was narrow and rocky but casy to scramble up. Near the top
of the ridge it became steeper and the view began to open out. We had hazy
views of Mt. Lindsey, which is not far awa_. From the top of the East Peak
we had extensive views stretching away into the haze of distant mountains.

We followed a rough track down the other side and camped in a patch of rain
forest near a hut built by the Brisbane Bushwalkers at the nearest permanent
water to the top, This is s1tuated at the head of Barney Gorge between the
East and Vest Peaks.

Next morning we went off to look at the North Peak and Leaning
Peak. The North Peak is just a walk from the saddle between East and West
Peaks. However, Leaning Peak is a rock climb from this direction and we failed
to get to the top. We then decided to attempt to climb an arete on the East
Pcak between the Logan Ridge and the North Pesk Ridge. This afforded some good
rock climbing for a few rope lengths up a knife-edged rock arete; however, a
large block on the ridge stopped us and we were forced to abseil into the gully
alongside and complete the ascent by the Logan Ridge..

The Logan Ridge rises very stecply dircct to the summit of the East
Peak,This spectacular line alongside the East Face affords very good views
of the face, which is vertical for about 1,500 feet. The Logan Ridge is .
named afier Captain Logan, Commandant of the Morcton Bay Penal Settlement,
who first climbed Mt. Barney. Mt. Barney was then thought to be Mt. Warning
which was noted.by Captain Cook in 1770, The question was resolved when Logan
saw the real Mt, Warning from the ridges of Mt, Barney. The Logan River is
also named after Captain Logan.
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As a change from ridges we walked down a pleasant creek under the terri-
fying name of Barney Gorge. This took us down to Mt, Barney Creek which is
easy walking and affords many tantalising glimpses of Leaning Peak and the
surrounding mountains. The creck itself is also interesting with c¢liffs
dropping into the water. At the Lower Portal you have to swim a small section,

\

Below the Lower Portal the creek opens up to ,cattle grazing country,
From the road back to the car we had good views of the whole.Barney Massif.

This area is thoroughly recommended for a trip; and I would suggést
the Logan Ridge to the intrepid types and the South-East Ridge to those not
as keen. ' ‘ . o

For the rock-climbing enthusiast. the arca has a lot to offer and
Leaning Pogk is of particular interest. : -

"Isn't it thrilling to think that in g few minutes
we'll be setting foot where no human being has ever
been beforeeses et

PLEASE BURN, BASH, AND BURY YOUR TINS
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The now 'fethalite! Mountain Mule H-Frame Pack,
Inspect at our showroom., - Price $29,00 -

Our ewn makc of superbd quality dry oiled Japara Parkas."
These are either lined or unlined at $47.50 and $46.50 each..

'Relax! brand eiled Japara Parkas, ene of the 1ong time -
favourites with walkers. $13.50. ‘

Try a.couple of pairs of our natural oiled 'Everest! walking
socks..The sock that is desighed for walkcrs and is expedition -
’proven. Nylon re—inforced. $1.65 pair,

THE HOME OF FAIRY DOWN SLEEPING BAGS

Sole distributers for "Geeff Barkey ™ eanocs and kayaks,

[y

| NORMAL TRADING EOURS. . 165 Pacific Highway,
S NORTH SYONEY 2080,
929-6504
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DANAE BROCK

Barry Wallace
Trips: Xanangra Road-Danae Brook—Thurat Spires-Big Mlstthanangra Rd.
December 6-7-8.
Those presents Don Finch (Leeder), Rod Rolllns (N Z. v1s1torl, 'Roger
Gowing, Ken Ellis, Barry Pacey, Barry Vallace, and
Marion Lloyd.

Lo

Saturday morning dawned clear and warm.with.a light breeze to dust the
cobwebs of a short night's sleep. After a good deal of, tramnlng to -and. fro for
various rea sons, but mainly to disturb everyone's rest,.Don Finch prgduced a
tin of scme julice or other and at once improved his rﬁtlng as a leader fron
1ts rather depressed condition. -

A flre, a rather strung. out breakfast, whlle Ken Ellis made o
running repalrs te his holey pack, and then away along Kanangra Road in the
cars searchlng for the right Fire Trail.

i The deeision-as to exactly where to leuve the cars along the fire
'trail was simplified somewhat by the trail's being blocked by a fallen trec
about 23 miley in off Kanangra Road. At this point Finch began his dsual
. bustllng tactics’ by setting off dewn the track whilst one member was still
engagod in strupw1ng up his pack. I actually had to run to catch upl
L After a period of scrub bashing and general uncertainty we began
, Walklng down Danae Brook toward the first precipitous dreop, Rod muttering
 something about thinking Aussies never got their feet wet——and being wrongi.
As it turned out the first precipitous drop was.not an abseil but a scramble,
. or as Don put 4t "Just a biscuit toss". However, in this case the biscuit was
carrying a 26 pound pack and clinging on with all fours as he edged his way .
around the top of some minor waterfalls and dowm, down, domn through the scrub,

The first absell really was quite.simple but the sccond one mede up
for this, what with a doubtful belay point, and a chockstone to echimney around
about halfway down the 80 feet of free hanging rope. It was about here that
Marion explained that she hadn't abseiled before and had come along to see
whether she liked it er not.

] Abseiling under a waterfall must be gomewhat like being hanged the
"'slow way. There you are, dangling on a.repe and suffecating, but of course it's
much colder under a waterfall, so that your nuymbed hands hardly respond to the
commands ef your numbed brain to unlatch the karsbiner as you reach the bottom
and stunmble out frem under the stinging cascade 1nto the relative warmth of a
knee-deep pool of water. .

 Perhaps it was to provide suff101ent incentive to underge the
aforementioned ordeal that lunch was' taken at the foot of this third abseil.
Ken Ellis proved his endu:;ng 'worth at this stage by providing food for the
leader., This was in the form of a muchetravelled tin of fish which Ken



" . "

discovered lurking in some dark corner of his. pack. Come to think of it, he did
say something about Finch gobbling up all his tucker, but it was about this
time that the lender moved off to set up the dreadful fourth abseil with its
250 foot exposure. ) :

Roger Gowing tied himself to a tree at the top of this abseil and
controlled a safety rope for those who felt the need of that little cxtra
support-—in casel The actual abseil was only about 50 .feet down onto a 4 foot
wide ledge, and then a nervy sidle along the narrowing, wet ledge to an areca
. of level,jumbled rocks. Below this again lay an easy scramble to a point

. about 25 feet above the creck bed with a hand-over<hand section down a
near-vertical rock face o the waters C o :

) The créck (or brook if you prefer) proved slow going from this point
to the last abseil of the day. There were a-lot of awkward rock scrambles, one
compulsory swim (packs across by flying fox),.and a slipping hand-over-hand
bit down the front of a.small waterfall, Then, at last, the abseil we had

‘been looking forward 16, the last one, for that day at least.’

L ~ But it was not to be as simple as that i Our intrepid leader was
not completely satisfied with the belay point,~or perhaps he just couldn't
resist the urge o use up one of the pitons he was carrying. In any case,

we 211l 'milled around whilst Finch bashed his way up the scale.on a piton.

Rod milled;a*littlé too much ard slipped, then rolled, slowly, almost ritually,
backwards into . a 12" deep pool of water, Funuy the way the bubbles formed
above his nosej proves he didn't scream anyway. '

. . And sp, as the sun sank slowly in the west, we abseiled down to our
‘- campsite, a nettle-covered, rock-carpeted, patch of tree ferws and scrub.:A
' quick gathering of wood and fire lightihg, food preparation, and.the usual
‘amicable trading.or giving away of the excess, the emptying of Barry Pacey's™
_-detergent bottley and the long, decp sleep whilst the possums or.other beasties
‘danced on Ken's and Rogerts sleeping bags. Tomorrow was tomorrow, but
‘tonight, a~a~h! z—z—z-z-2l

-~

" SQUARE DANCING -

: It is anticipated that an opportunity will occur in the New Year

. to learn Americar Square Dancing. This could provide an. excellent chance for
'_pembéys to gain proficiency in ad erergetic pastime. So that 'an egtimate -
may be made of the likely attendance, members interested should combact

‘David Ingram (587-1101 (B).8.45 a.m. to 10.30 a.n. ) or in-the Club Room
any time up to the January, 1969 General Meeting. SR S

_ The cost would be about 50 cents each evening and the class will
~ probably be held in the Eastern Suburbs (Bondi Junction).

N C e
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HOPPING UP AFTER BUSHFIRES

Marie B. Bylesf

' The Cheltenham bushfire was small compared with many, but it was
frightening. Rains came soon after and we may for get that this fire broke
out.twice again after the fire brigade had left and that it would have
broken out again at least three times had it not been for the patient
mopping up afterwards. The following facts about mopping up were given to me
by a veteran firefighter, but also I know something of them myself from
bitter expericnce when I was younger.

Mopping up is the name given to the work of putting out the bushfire,
after the first run has been stopped and the ezhausted workers have gone home.,
The lack of compefent mopping up is the reason why so many flres—thought to
have becn extlngulshed - break out again one, two, or three times. °

. ¥ §£>mopping up the first thing to remember is that a fire is not

out until $hed fingers can comfortably run through 211 ashes and into all holes.
Until this, a willy-willy on a hot day can gently pick up the burning embers
in its spiralling embrace and deposit them in the unburnt bush . a cons1derab1e
distance away.

ANYONE CAN MNCOP UP

Any congcientious man or bushwalking woman can carry out the work
of mopping up. The following advice is given to help such a2 one,
1+ Wear strong boots (or certainly strong shoes) so that you can tread on
hot ashes. "ear long trousers closed around the ankles, a long-sleeved shirt
closed around fhe neck, and a hat that won't blow off, felt or hard helmet
for prefercnce. -
2+ Rake the edge of the bushfire so as to separate the burnt. from the
unburnt ground by a narrow strip right down to soil level.
3+ Rake the hot ashes from every tree, stump, and hole, and expose half
buried docayed roots.
4e Test every hot spot by ejecting a fine strcam of water from a knap-sack
spray, holding the nozzle not more than six inches from the object. Close
the eyes to protect them from the first heat reaction, and go on ejecting
uptil there is no more reaction.
5, Throw all loose smouldering material into the burnt area.
6. Cut away.loose smouldering material from the inside of burnt trees.
T+ Watch out for those thlckAbarked banksias, cut away burning bark.
8. Economize water-water is more valusble than becr. Economize by first
cleaning the objoct with a fire tool, and scraping all loose smouldering
bark from trec trunks. (thtle boy friends can help by carrying water from
the pool in the creck to fill the knap-sack spr%y).

EQUIPMENT

1; Buy a fire~fighting tool or Rakho, a combinatidﬁgf a chipping hoe and
super rake. The cutting edge can be sharpened with a file. This serves as
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a rake, shovel, and mattock; and helps you climbd cliffs, In an emergency a
strong rake and spade can be used effectively.,

2. Buy ‘a2 knap-sack spray with a fine Bordeau nozzle. The two gallon junior
model can be carried on the back by a bey or girl of 14. This is particularly
effective in forcing a jet of water into smouldering cracks. Such knap-sack
sprays arc sometimes uged for spraying fruit trees; therefore never drink
frem a knapsack spray. In an emergency.a hand spray and bucket of water can
do much to extinguish smouldering logs. : '

THE MORAL OF CHELTEZNHAM'S FIRE

‘ The lack of mopping. up on the Sunday evening sccounted for the
fire brigade's being called out again at 11 p.m. and 4 a.n. to protect homes:
in Cobran and Day Road. _ 5o

_ _ That the work of mopping up was carricd out on the Monday and

" Tuesday accounted fex the fact that the fire did.not get away again in at

least three places. The weather being favourable, the job could be done by
one dctermined volunteer, assisted by two women, and after school by two

boys, and after work by three men, while little boys carried water. '

Had the weather been not so favourable it might have calléd for
four‘abldbodied mens '

CORRIGENDA I'OR THS CURRENT VALKS PROGRAMME

The Australia Day Holiday falls on Monday, 27th January.

Tould members Dlease amend the dates for Roger Gowing's andeen Ellists

Bawley Hoad—Pebbley Beach walk to read '
24—25-26-27 January

and pleasc amend the dates for BérryAPacey*s'Epicurean Escapade at' .
Macarthur's Flat and Ken Ellis's Boyd River—Kowmung River-Morong Deep—
Boyd River to read . - ‘ ‘ -

3 January-1/e-February
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RULUKS POCROMM

JANU““?RI 11~12 erl on Ferm ~ Gaylon Kreec E‘COCKS Eiva14

Brokker Kreze — Carl on Xrecc

Till it ever come to this?

Our Programme not only roaches all Club Members, but finds its
way overseas, to other Clubs; to Notice Boards, etc. cte. Then the route of
tho welk is followed on meps where tne °1€¢llnb should be right.

Now, ‘of course, the Clyd has pqrcha ed a large number of maps,
which have becn mounted.on sheets, and wh“cn are wnenled into the clubroom
for the use of evcocryone, so Wo_knov that those responsible for preparing
the Programme:arc going to check all place names in future.

A ple a; then, to arrest,a situntion which, it allowed 10
contlnue, w:i.l'| hold us’ bo riajcvle :

-

~

. 4, L. Wyborn

—na — b

The arqa betweon Hilltop. and hﬁ WollondLlTy.MLJOr was very severely
burnt by the big fires which raged during November. Many parts of the
area were SO completely burnt Jnat nothing remaing but the limbs of the
trees~-in other places the trPeQStiil have their 1ifeless leaves. The
Casuarinas at the little campsite cn Starlight's Track where the track
runs side by side with the creck about hmlfwav dotma to the NattdL River
have been killed by the fire. M=, Codtes's farm survived, bub it was a
narrow shave bobth for him and the village of Hilltop. The beautiful Ribbon
Cums on +the Nattai are lifeless at the moment and only time: will tell-
whether they@omb Yo lite againg zr:aﬂnly it will be many years before
they.Tecover anyth ing iof their ;orm »r glory. The ‘grass has sprung up green
again on Macarthur's Flat. but lskwhero the ground is bare sand and ash.
Many trecs werc completely bufu+ to ash, others have toppled down. and
others are. very insccure and wiil topple at any times, The devestation was
so complete that wow “there are geod views sceross bo Mount Jellore, High
‘Range, and the gregn hills of Vangandorry -
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POR THE THROLAION OF MEMBERS

MOTICNS OF CONTINUING EFFECT.

Notice is hereby given that at the Monthly General Meeting of the
Syduey Bush Walkers to be held on Wednesday, 12th. Pebruary, 1969, certain
resolutions having continuing effect will be brought up, with
recomnendations that they be rescinded. - h

This action arises out of the recommendations of the Sulb=Committee
formed to0 investigate the problem of Resolutions of Continuing Effect
still on the Books of the Club. When the necessary rescission motions
have been passed or lost, an up to date list of Resolutions of Continuing
Effsct will be produced, '

]
n

e e R o

COMSTITUTIONAL ANENDMENTS .

Persons wishing to propose Constitutional Amendments at the Anmual
General Meeting on 12th. March, 1969, are advised that in order that the
necessary 14 days notice be given to Members, such proposed anmendments
mist be in the hands of the Secretary by Wednesday, S5th. February, 1969
at the latest, e

R ARH KRS KK

Barry Pacey's Epicurean <
Escapade will now he hel
at Maitland Bay.

COLOUR SLITE COMPETITION

Taken any good slides lately? Whether on a bushwalk, travelling
overseas, close-~ups or good old candid shots, bring them along on or
before February 12th. so that they can be judged for the Grand Colour
51ide Competition on February 19th, Mr. Henry Gold will be acting as
Hone Judge, and will be selecting the best slide from each of the
following categories,

1. AUSTRALIAY LANDSCAPES

2, OVERSEAS LANDSCAPES

3. CLOSE-UP (e.g. Insects, fiowers, etc,.)
4. CAYWDID SHOT,.

Persons are limited to 6 slides entered in one category, tut you
. may enter as many categories as you like, Slides can be presented to =
Barry Pacey on or before Wednesday, February 12th,

P R e R )

THEATRE PARTY

All Helodrama Lovers will be pleased to note that on February l3th,
at 8-15 p.me an evening's enterteainment at the Music Hall, 156 Military
Rd., Neutral Bay is being arranged., "The Face at the Window"” is being
presented with all its humour and tragedy. Tickets are only £1.10,
including coffee, and parents are informed that this particular play has
e warning and a moral, so is perfectly suitable for the teenager.

RING OR SEE OWEN MARKS AT THE FIRST INSTANT (30=1827) . EVERYONE IS
WELCCHME AND YOU MAY IRING AS MANY FRIENDS AS YOU WISH.
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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

OFFICE BEARERS

Before we know where we are the Annual General Meeting in Mareh will be
upon us.and the Club will be electing a new set of Office Bearers for all those
positions both inside and outs1de the Committee,

It would be an cxzcellent idea for all members to start thlnklng o, about
this important matter. Maybe you would Tike to stand for office yourself, or,
on the other hand you may have other people in mind whom you would like to see
in a particular position. The Club is more likely to get better results from
the elections if some preparation is done before the night of the A.G.M.
Members -should regard all positions as being completely open, irrespective
whether the present holders intend to-stand again or not. Then again, there
is much to be said for having more than one nomination for an office——this
shows a healthy situation in the Club and allows the electors a choice.-

A certain amount of work time, and dedication is required of any .
office ‘bearer jnaturally, this varies -considerably with the particular office,
but it is always an essential feature if the job is to be done properly. In
return, there are rewerds——the satisfaction ofscrving others, the interest of
the job (and they can be very interesting), the extra experience gained, and
that rather satisfying feeling that you are doing something for your Club,

To help members to do some thinking, listed below are the various offices
to be filled. Run through the list, think about yourself, or the Club members
whom you know, and sec if you can come up with some ideas.

% + NON-COMMITTEE (continued)

Two Vlce-Pres1dcnts Magazine Circulation and Sales
Secretary - Officer
Agsistant Secretary . Archivist

Treasurer Keeper of Maps

Walks Secretary

Social Secretary
Membershlp Secrectary
Four Committée Members
Two' Fedération Delegates

NON--COMMITTEE

Editor

Conservation Secce+ary

Two Federation Delcgates o

Two “Substitute Federation Delegates

Two Delegates to Nature Conservation
) Counecil

¥agazine Business Manager

Two Search and Rescue Contacts
Three Equipment Hire Officers

_Auditor

Two Projectioniéts

ASSTSTANTS
ﬁhe'fbr Preasurer

One for Walks Secretary

One for Soclal Secretary

Two for Mcmbership Secrctary
One for Keeper of Maps.

NOTE: Assistants are usually
nominated by the Principal Officer
concerned and then app01nted by
Committee in Aprll.

e FRAVK RIGBY, Pregident———
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BLUE MOUNTAINS PASSES /4é7,'/€;£? “3Q4b54¢;¢,~/

(7) HUGHES DEFILE is another convenient way.of getting from the Wolgan Valley
to the Capertec Vaqley. The Defile is at the westorn end of the Wolgan near
Blue Cap Rock and no effort ig needed to ‘enjoy.the pleasant walk from one,
valley to the other. If you have the good forture to come out of the Defile
and around Mount Stewart as the sun is sloping in the west you will get an
unforgettable view of Crown Mountain. ; .

The Glen Alice 1350,000 Military mep covers the areas

(8) GRASSY HILL on-the Capertce River is on the left bank in the bay ab
approximately GR3%5025 (Glen Davis 1350,000 Military map)e The map, howevers
is unable to give any real indication of the topography, for Grassy Hill

is a basalt intrusion which rises in the bay aforementioned.

The best woy to find Grassy Hill is to walk in (northwards) from' :
the Capertee at the estimated location until you find the basalt hills then, :
having climbed climbed to the top (where there is a huge cairn ahd a visitors!

book), walk along the ceuseway which connects Grassy Hill with the sandstone,
here sufficiently broken up to provide good access to the platealis '

Cnce on top your next objective should be Mount Uraterer, a
beautiful, rounded basalt mountain whence 211 trecs but one have been rémoved.
There ig an old hut on Uraterer (which is also known as Gos’pe’ri
Mountain) and not far from the hut there is a good spring of water: It is
s far better way to come to Uraterer this way than to follow the fire trails
from Wirraba or Red Hill.

(9) CULOUL PASS between the Colo River and the Culoul-Range ig the creek

at GR534948 (Mellong 150,000 Military map). Almost opposite the place where
this creck enters the Colo there is (or was) a notched log leaning against
the cliff and giving access to an overhang which seems to be used by
fishermen. o

Therc are great boulders across the Colo at the mouth of the
escape creek and in times of higher water in the river it will be necessary
to. swim across. The creek riscs stecply from the river over bouldery
ground and cventually splits as ‘the map shows at GR536949.

If you take the northern branch and get out at approximately
GR542953 on the castern gide you will eventually work your way up to ‘the
0ld rosds .which will get you to the viciaity of Hollow Rock, from where
there is a trafficable fire trail to the Putty Roade

P

For those who may follow the Sheepwalk from Yerranderie to Jooriland Stn
it is a dry stretch with the doubtful exception of Jooriland Creek. It may
be helpful, thercfore, to know that there is an old well on the northern
side of Byrnes Creck near the Tea Trecs where the road runs parallel with
Byrnes Creek just vefore crossing it. The well is on the opposite side of
the road from the Tea Trees and is in a grassy area just about where the
road bonds away from Byrnds Creck.

L]
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PRESENT
THE FULLY IMPURTED

KIMPTON'S

Bag %

L J?%?WM

pucket on top flap.
bottum. Weight 3% Ibs. Post Free

FEATHERLITE No. 1 has single bay strappiry
and two outside pockets. Post Frec. .. . ..
Double waterpronf bottom. Weight 21b 14,
FEATHERLITE No. 2 has double bag strapping,
larger capacity bag, camera pocket and map
Double waterproof

N MULE PAC

KIMPTON'S are Austratian Agenty & Distrinutors for the famous range of Tents & Sleeping Bags by ‘BLACKS of GREENQCK'.

v

Snow: Tailored hood - 34" ricke. chest
zipp. Circutar insert icr feet. Cut 6 x
30" plus hood filled with Super down,
Feather down.

Combiration quiit Sieeping bay:
Designed for all-the-vear use as wither an
eiderdown quiit, or sieesing bay. Simply
fold in haif and zipp the bottory and
side and prestoi your guilt ecomes a

PN
T R

1%#

=T

sleeping bay. A double sleeping bag can
be made by zipping two of these quilts
togetiner, Super down or Feather down
filled.

Arctic: FOR SUB-ZERD TEMPERA-
TURES, Cenuwlar walls form jength-wise

flutes top, bottani and at the side joiny,

i\

NOTT ALT FRICES ON PRONT OOViIn Ko

: ‘ . ; . » , 1
Obtainable ai geod soert stures and scoc: shens - iF no. coitact i
KIMPTON'S FEATHER fifLLS, 11 Budd Straet, Cotlingwood, Viei..ria, 3666 i
PHONE: Melbourns 41-5073, Sydnoy  69-3580, Adesiaige 57- 8626, Brishane 22355 |

i

‘

KIMPTON'S aisc stock the lightweight N.Z. WINTEST Tents in Nylon or Japara.

thus & complete ceil of super down gives
the sheeper warmth ali-round. When tied
the end allows no heat loss, however in

notwreather the down can be compressed
Lo the hottom of the bag and the end
left open for ventilation. This makes the
Arctic a due! nurpose bsy. Cu: 8’8" x
307 plus hood filled with super down.

OUTDAT B
Al sleeping Legs are obtasinable in
Aquuscande, tie riew waterproof terv-
fene inaterial  triat breaths, 33 extra






