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RART ONE o ' by Don Matthews.

, In 1935, five Russian soldiers skied 4,500 miles from
Nerchinsk to Moscow. It took about three months with heavy skis
and with Tifty pound packs. The leader was reported to have commented:
"ge'd have preferred a downhill race of the same distance, As it was,
it was just one ‘of those cross country runs." '

Tt's teken me two weeks to recover from skiing, cross country,
for one ninetieth the distance in onc thirtieth the time with half the
weight. That doesn't say much for my condition, but as our President
has been telling me for years that I'm a has-been, it says something for
my courage.

Really though, there's nothing to it, if you can ski, and have
the right wax, the right weather, and know the route, and use the right
sort of skis. There's no doubt that lightweight skis and bootsy,
weighing together about eight pounds, have it all over the dawhill variety
totalling at least sixteen pounds. John Morgan persuaded me that rattrap
bindings vere guite adequate and eventually last year I took the plunge
and bbught my own lightweights. I was now committed to acquiring the
glorious art of longrunning. Farewell to the tows. This was back to
touring with, comparatively speaking, winged feet!

. 'I‘carefully took the slender fragile planks, sanded off the
protective paint from the soles, and 1lit the blow torch. Now to burn the
base far in. : :

"Héat until it drives and bubbles", said the blurb. This took
courage, but surprisingly the skis did not catch fire and the tar more or
less soaked in dry. Admittedly this stage took several nights of rather
tentative exploratory work, but finally I was ready for the base wax iltself,
a delightful orange in colour and very sticky. Like flypaper.

Some brave waving of the blortorch and smoothing with the scraper
_got me a layer of wax, the thickness of which was anyone's guess, butb it
seemed about right, so with a variety of running waxes in my pocket; I set
off. After two visits to the snow, and a good deal of trial and error,
it was obvious that there was nothing to it - just point the skis and go!
" So flexible were the boots and bindings that you could just about dance in
them.
There's no difficulty in deciding on location for scenic tours, either.
Jagungal (6764 feet) .dominates the Northern section of the Main Range.
The -ride sweep of the Valentine and the upper reaches of Rocky Plain River
(the undulating dountry between Mawson's Hut and Jagungal), provide wonderful
skiing, and from the heights, superb views of the western side of the Twynam-
Townsend country. :
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The classic one way tours through this area are from Round
Mountain, just off the Cabramurra-Khancoban Road, or from Kiandra via
Tebletop Mountain, but the Cabramurra Road is no longer cleared, and we
decided on a round trip, from Guthega to Whites River Hut via the Rolling
Grounds, then Mawsons and Grey Maerc Huts, (or vice versa, depending on
conditions) vwith side trips where appropriate and with Jagungal as the
central theme. The distance was about fifty mllbs and our loads about
25-30 pounds. Ve tossed the idea around one night at the Argyle Tavern
and our wives smiled benignly on because of course they didn't think we'd
do it, but somehow, despite all tho things that can stop trips like this
happeninz, there we were one fine C‘ﬂ}'fcombo:c morning, Geoffrey, Frani: and
I, with blowtorch and flypaper, basc waxing our skis at Sawpit Crecl.

"o had every wax in the book cxcept Violet Kilister, and if I'd
taken Robert Pallin's advice we'd have had that too, but I for one had
forgotten just how slurpy spring snovican get. Then a bloke at Guthega
stuck his hcad out of a hut window and said, "What have. you got on, you
ought to have Viclet Klister'", but it wes too latc to worry about that.

e worked on the principle that you waxed as hard as possible for
the oxpocted range of conditions and then worked with Klistcrs just cnough
to stop backslip, and we met such e range of snow texture and temperature
that on the whole, we did fairly well,

The day wre overcast and windy, but the Guthegﬁ Creck route, suggested
by Paddy, was a gem, and vie gained height slowly as we followed its course
for a couple of miles until we reachod the big bowl at it's head, then
slogged up the cight hundred feet to the Consett Stephen Pass. Tate rose
. majestically to the South, and its massive Northoern ridge took a dive
towards the depths of Windy Croek.

To the North there were cndloss. snow covered ridges and valleys,
just waiting to be explored.

The surface was now a wind croded ice, and we skidddéd and skated
across the Rolling Ground, and then poled down the softer snow of the long
funnel leoading to Thite's, On our left a huge cornice towered above, with
a grecnish jaggad cdge where great blocks of snow had broken off. 4
cautious run dovn the soft snow of the main gully brought us to the hut, and ,
cswe were first in on a Friday aftornoon, the promise of a bunk with mattress.

PART 77O ' : by Frank Rigby.

Te got our bunks all right, but only just, because in tramped five
members of the Corberra Alpine Club who were out to knegk over Jagungel in a
weok—end. I thought we might end up like that pathetic fellow who composcd
"Double Bunking" until one of the nomoomcrs produced a privileged key to the
locked half of the hut - and, hey pre s‘bo9 four more bunks in the private
boudoir: no doubt about Canberra, it geots everything of the best. Now if you
mix with ski tourers anywhere you will be bombarded by an ceverlasting rhetoric



e LA S

e s @ gge o

| Novenmber, 1968 The Sydney Bushwalker ) 5

about waxes ~ it seems to flow out of their werg., But why did these
cxporte P\cﬁ stressing Violet Klister when we had cverything but?

I wondered if a myxture of our blacicurrant jam and honey mightn't do the
trick jusu es well.

Saturday turned on a prefty nice morning for this part of the
world aunl away went the Canberra bods for their marathon cffort to
Jagungal ond return to Mawson Hut. Having more time and less ambition,
we pottored about the hut and again argued the §64 quostion — ah well,
the purple had worked well cenough vesterdey and the colour was almost
VlOlOu, anyvay, so on it went. Our lcisurely plan was to tour to
Mawson's and then decide the next step. So it was up over Schlink Pass
and arcund thc side of Gungartan with the sun beating dovn fiercely and
us down to our shirtsleeves at last vhich is a whole lot bottor than
battling with a blizzard. At the head of Two Mile Creek we stopped in

aviec for thers was Jagungal rcaring its noble ~hitc summit above all clse.
ould we stand upon it? ™ho could tell? But ambition had bogun to stir
in our souls. However, right now it was pleasant just to let our skis
run dovn the broazd basin to the Valentine River and the hut - no fancy .-
skiing, nind you, becausc with a pacl on my back and thesc FNordics on ny
feet, I feclt just like a ski bunny vhencever the slope steepened a bit,

4z the Canberra mob had alrcedy laid claim to liawson's five bunks,
we hatched o plan to trek over to (roy Mare hut aftor lunch. Maybe me
would attack the mighty Jagungal from there, we thoughts the next day,
maybe. Don led off on the run down from the hut and shortly he was calling
back, "Tatch out for that patch of soft ——wrm ". It was too latc for at
that instant I.ploughed head-first into the snow like a wombat buriowing
an instAnt holé. They told me later +that a pair of skis waving in the
air-was-the only sign-of lifey but thatle-eki- touring- for youw--The-route--- -~
over to Grey Mare is complicated,; particularly by the prescnce of Rocky
Plain Rivor which seems 1mp0581b1p 9 avoid.  Well, there was . this Cgushlnb
stream barring the WaJ, vwith 11ttlo snoWbergs bobbln@ up and down just to
remind us howr cold i% wass we knew it was our mément of truth — why had we
16ft thc waclei slopes and the comforts of the ski Jdiges? But tnat‘
ski touring for you. The multitudc of tracks rumning up and down the
river banlk would have told s dramatic story to anyone following - that
of a party searching desperately for r snow bridge. But alas, therc were
none ‘and e became resigned to our fate. Don, gallant follow that ko is,
led the way across in his socks (I talke that back about Don being a -
has—boon) and even kicked steps up tho steep bunk opposite (yos, still
in his sod-s ' '

‘ u;f“r some more compllcutlons, 1nclud1ﬂg9 of cCourse, some vcfv
complicated falls (MAre vou Ffair—dinkum®l. save Goof. auiokly subsdititine
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" Hoxt morning both we and the weather werc rather ﬂull and there
didn't scem to be much inspiration to get moving. Finally Geof was the
honest one ~ "Look, fellas, I don't rockon I've got a Jagungal in me
today." Thot sottled it. e would have an "ocasy" day and amble back

to Mawsons. "Basy", did I say?  Tell, it did mean 3 hours on our skls,
,Mplus ur“ Ltﬂonfblc ups- and downs, plus anothor crgssgng of tbe]ﬁocky '

‘;Jédk‘:at Fwsbha's we Filled ik i""clay
“debating croat philosophies. Ve also: 1lind ﬁp fbe iator ca n'Wﬁlch‘ st
dead ‘casy at this hut — you memely opon. the 'window gnd shovel in- thn -SNOW.

FUA 'ﬂay turned into night, the .clouds disappeared complctely,
tho wind drepped and ‘the bottom droppediout .of tho thermomoeter.. &1L the
‘omens pointed to 'y glorlous,mOfnlng,fQ J@gungul thv‘cllmax of . the ﬁour,
but th t 1s another Storj'-"—:————¥—~x : SLowd o e

Te ! i ‘E-‘ e

e L Bchrcofva,gb._”
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TIE JA UﬂGAL DAY,

G

Crackllng flamos and ﬁhﬂ sof glow tho hurrlcan lam mownt tL@

Donald had 0¢eakfast ‘on the way. _Camo_Dlgbyhs voice 1nvtonxs>of mu¢£led
angulsn,- B N "<ng*¢:'b{«~ o :

”Gruwt ho@vcnsn'ﬂ%n 1t's stll tm; mlédIC'of tnc 1Wht'"; m 

' l=‘"‘morﬂ's your splrlt of . advcnuurﬁ, Dl“m‘»'kmmmlea from leby

ngby followud by "Dld I hc@r you sav somothlqg abouu drinking u.ocol”t°?"
bigby and T hed dlscovorod that DonaTd’s enthus1asm;"oul¢n't lot

him luv in bed and we traded on it olum610881Yo | _‘Ln._.a N

Qutside the sky wes perfectly clear for the first tlmv and the snow
sso-crisp thet our skis. scarecly left a mar as we:Tran dowm the slope” t@
thc Valéntine Rivers:. »Long light 1it- the coarse SHOW crystals:ﬂh;‘a
LigTitteridd ns»my movigd.: 71ke‘fleld¢ of';+amondsa»<A llngo st@rtled'b
sudden "sildnt iappeararice bounded: %cross @ur;path an& up the.ncafb
- s+op03u;»uso¢ ‘oneg thon: dlsap cared Reproqohfu% hq s

~drew our. att cntlon to two hal¢ growﬁ

\
r-"

A shdrt‘climb brougbt us to d‘glbrious run-intb”%hefupper SOction
of Rocky Plain Creek which we were re licved to find completely coverc
Qur route now ran on a gont;y climbing course through undula ting snowflers
of a nogt Proclse bpautv artlstlc“_ly “olwcved rltn snow gums anl grnnlte

groups.

About hore we were joined by the twe day old tracks ‘of the: Canberra
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rlpine Club group but herc we hardiy dented the surface they had sunk 2
or 3 inches decp. Soon tho climb bogon in carnest and we became more
cxposed to the biting wind. By the vim: wo parked our skis and ran the
last 50 feet to the trigp, it was ono o thosc lamy winds that gocs straight
through rather than all thoe way roual.

The trig itself was & confection in wind blown snow morc like some
exotic cake decoration than anything olse but Digy end I were happy to
.huddle by the rough stacked stones of the basc in spite of the sunshine
while Donald stumped ebout, bristiing his moustachc and saying,

"Ah, yes, there's so and sol™ and "Still plenty of snew in
Victoria on whatsitsname!®™ In the cond wo werc quite glad to got him away
becausc although we'd been very cnthusiastic about getting to Jagungal,
the summit wasn't cexactly the most ceomforteble spot, even with the view
on this glorious day. Besides therc was still the descent. The upper
(steeper) scction was quite icy and some of us still woren’t too contident
gbout turning on langlauf skis.

Donald menaged it in broad, dignificd sweeps standing orect like a
captain going dovm with his ship. I brocecdcd in a series of frantic swerves
punctuastcd by holes in the snow and Digby played 1t vory cool with skis
under rigid control and himself appercntly frogusn. in the cgglaying position.
A1l this nadc us feel very good and whon the excitoment was over we found
some snow grass in the lee of a granitc boulder and basked in the sun and
ate all the food we'd brought with us which incidentally was ncarly all the
food we had.

Tuch later we pressed on, ~ith the snow getting softer by the minute.
Digby tricd some new wax on his skis; a concoction about the colour and
consistonecy of marmalade. They looked like nothing more than frozen
flypapers but the cxperiment proved a greal success and he took to climbing
the ridges beside our route just fur l.. » .asux . or ski-ing down. Don
and I voted he should carry the rucksack.

Llnost back at the Mawson Hut we saw the two dingo pups way down
the Valentine river and even closer to the hut a bitch with a much youngor
pup still at the fluffy stage. -

By 3.30 we were sitting round the firc drinlkking tca after a perfect
day that none of us had really expectid us to get.

The next morning was anothcr carly start because we had a long haul
to Whito'!s River Hut first of all then over the Rolling Ground to Guthega.
Yo wore Tinishing the last of tho food at this stage in Tact the porridge
was so thin that Digby (the gourmet) refused to eat it.

e e e Pem i ee e em— B s S N L e e e - R

e o e
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On the strefch back to "hite's Diver we had a firm snow surfacc
and found it very good going cven vith o pack. e had geincd o lot of ;
confidence in the last fovr days but ot least onc of .us found it was still
possible to fall down in a disorgenisca heap from the standing position. R
Tn the saddls above hitels the suow wes soft and the heat almost oppressive - '
as we alloved on gidiing coursc towards the Rolling Ground.  Soon, L e
howevoer, .we met the wind again and thick banks of driven cloud vhich broug ht o Lk
conditions back to a normal freczc and gove us a suwwfacce of frozen crustcv e
This scchion scemed tc go on for over but -then the high ridge of Mt ”ate

B

rosc ahoad of us and we were soon rumning dom into Guthega Creck. = -* =

About a mile short of the dam wo lunched in a charming spot, -
a gressy island in tho middle of tho czcch and hore Digby cntertained 71s.-3 i

fricnds by doing balancing tricks on 2 lch of snow concluding with =a 51ow,f.n:-- K
dignifloc subsiding backward lurch ”h1 left him pinned down, unable to

move. ‘o could hardly get him out for laughing. : . I

in hour lator in the Gutbers cor park I was picking myself un for
the last time from the Jaded brn“n slush that passcs for snow to tourist

cyos when I suddenly apprecia the indignity of falling into this stuff =~ 7l
after the glorious snow I'd Iail“ﬂ into over the last fow days. And T - . L
thought to myself ‘ : o j.lf

'

"kh, yos, in the crackling cruzt of the Rolling Ground, thﬂ ¢1bter1ng
purltv of ho Valentine Valley ond in tho gloaming ridge of Ja gungal — ' S
I've loft my merk, I've cortainly left my merkill AT

RIS
b

PRSP T AR VI PR R PRI o)
Rk LR R

BLUT FOUNTAINS PASSTS Pat Harrison.

1. GENTLEG'S PASS is the meons of getting from the High to the Low Gangeorang.

A rope is not needed to ncgotiate this pass, but it could be possiblc under

very wet conditions for a bit of pack cord to come in handy, for the pass is
mostly & steen carth slope which woulf become slippery after a lot of water

hed casceded down. Carc is necded at 1¢1 times however, to ”uard 'w_nst
bumping your pack against the wall an the way down and therchy knock1n5 .
yourself dowm the last fow feoet head first. : _ ;' o :'f{  :,5 .ff

10 pass is casily found from the bottom by i‘ollovﬂnb tﬂc OllfL 11no*' N
around to bbu broak in the wall ag shiown on Dunphy's map of the Gangerang i .
and ™i1d Dog Mountains, but from the top it is . somowhat harder to . ind owing :
to the fnol that the top cnirance neccds to bo gained by crawling unmb a
chockﬁtone" conscquently some Klnd person has ﬂado a cairn nearby. S L

The topography of tlie arsa is well shown on the Kenangra map Dy the
Lends Do altmvnt in a scale of 2 1nc%c to 1 mile. : o oo
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2. COMPAGIOUTI'S PASS, provides ceasy passage botween Ti-Tilla Mountain and
Ti-Tilla Buttress, 4 feow pitons and a chain were fixed in position by

the University of ¥.8.W. Bushwalkers in March, 1963, and thus therc is now
no problem in negotiating this place.

There is a very stecp scrubby slope below the pass, and further
dovm, where the ground levels and broadens, vigilance is nceded to make sure
that you change dircction on thg the Buttross, otherwise you find yoursclf
in Ti-77 1la Creck: hence the admonition on the map to "Watch your Step.”

Dunphy's Gangerang and the Lands Department Kanangra arc the naps
reeded.

3. LACY'S PASS is the name I proposc for the pass which gots you from the
Tonalli hiver to Lacy's Creek. The Lands Department Burragorang :ap
shows.a Lacy's Gap; but I think this needs amplification, for in rcality
threc names are nceded to give an accurste impression of tho topograrhy of
the arca.

As you climb the stecp spur from the Tonalli you discover that therc
is an isolated headland above you. This headland could well be called Lacy's
Head and the gap botween the hoadlond and the plateau would properly o
celled Lacy's Gap, for it is the only &ap around lherc.

4 scramble up on to the heal and is worthwhile for thc.vicws it
provides not only of the amphitheatre through which the Tonallk twists and
turns bul also further aficld to the “ollondilly country. The headland
is clothod with Mallee Gum and the leaf rould of centuries.

Talk along the western side of the isolated headland just below the
cliffs, go across Lacy's Gapy then go up a narrow ramp which you will
immediately see, and the rest of the way is straightforward. As you go up
the ramp you will notice a piece of wire netting and a rabbit trap. :
Apparently in pre—Varragamba Dam days +he Yerranderic rabbits found the
only way dowvmn to lacy's Creek! '

Having got up on to the plateau, you can get into the South Canyon
of Lacy's Creek by steering ¥.E. to the side creek at 29391° or by steering
NORTH for 1260 yards then NE to the creck.

Thichever way you go you will be onthralled by the really magnificont
Blue Cums in the creck and by the prolific pird lifec which is so tamc that
you will reccive inquisitive visitors at lunch time.

The South Canyon has a reputation for strange noiscs, but they
no doubt arc cxplainable by the acoustical qualitics of this ever~to-remain-
unspoilt valley.
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THZ CCTLCBER GENERAL MEDTING.

-Jim Brown.
v . : »

There were two new members teo welcome - Pat Harrison and Petcr Mac
Intosh,; although we had tgu feeling thot Pat was already an "old momiber M -
at loast in experience and background.

The half yearly minutes ckut ne comment, ncr did tho Corresmondence
which contained a letter from tne ild Life Preservation Association inviting
all to a gathering on 6th November when Allan Strom would be guest of honour,
and an acceptance by Kath Mckay of Honorary Membership.

. In the absence of the Trcasurer, the Seorctary reud an cntirely
acceptable financial statement marking an increasc to $682 in the current account
during September. The Walks Report showed that activity in Septembor started
sedately, but rosc to a climax., Lawrence Quaken's walk in the 7ild Dog Mts.
lapsed for lack of starters, but on the same weckend Alan Pike *ook a party of

13 to Bluec Gum and Lockley's Pylon: =and Doone Piyborn made a successful descent
of the Grosc from Bluc Gum to Richmond. There were 25 pcoplc on a day walk in
Heathecote Creelk arca lcad by David Ingram.

On the following weckend Dot Hoble's +rip to the Barren Ground brought
16, and Don Woods had a party of 10 in the Corang River arca, while Doone Wyborn
was again active on a trip in the Kowmung-Yerrandorie country. There were 13
people on Jack Gentle's day walk from Helensburgh. Barry'ls Wallace and Pacey had
no less than 16 prospectives on thoir Instructional to Govett's Leap Creck, and
a car swap trip in the wild Colo-ingommrra Crock-Wollongambie Creck country lead
jointly by Don Finch and Joan Rigby produced a total of 17 people who hopped ma,
more rocks than usual.

Gl:dys Roberts on a day walk of 22nd September had a small party in the
Cowan Creck arca, while on the lngt weckend of the month Margarcet Wyborn conducted
a bicycle jaunt from Rylstone to the Putty Road via fire trails. Military bridges
consisting of narrow planks provided the clement of hazard to the riders. To
conclude, David Ingram’s day walk from Wondabyne produced the month's record
attendance of 37,

Barry "allace outlined Peﬂﬂwmtinn activities, including advice of new

caves in the Church Creck arce which had hocn made Known to Sydncy o cwspapers,
but not published; +the support of tho Consor*atlon Committee in ef;orts‘to save
Lane Cove River banks from becoming an expressways request by the Rock Rescue
team for new cquipment, and advice that Federationis S & R organisation would

co-operate with Police Department cxercises. There was also a represcntation to
the National Park regarding the condition of the Uloola Falls track, and a request
that entrics in visitorls books be kept fairly polite as thc books finally went

to the Mitchell Library.
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Frank Rigby interposed to point out the National Parks Association's
request for volunteer bushfire fightcrs, saying about 100 people were registered,
but many more required. :

So to General Bus:.noss9 where Jack Gontle spoke to recent events
including the formatlon of a Club for senlor members, and. suggested the Club give
consideration o’ me ns of malntalnlng the" 1nterest of: members of long standlng.
This provoked ' dlscu551oh, after some ' initial pensive- hes1tat10n° . Prank Ashdowm .
ventured.the view that the Club already cntered reasdnably for “those who actually
attendedy, and could not assume what would be popular for old members who did not
appears . Kath.Brown suggested that old members retained - their membership on
seﬁtlméﬁtal*grounds, and it may be wiszr to try to accommédate people still
capable of valking, but temporarlly plnned down by -family responsibilities.
Barry Mallaoe felt there was merit in the: proposal ‘to keep older mcmbers keen
on Club affairs, while Vilf Hilder considered the Club already did its best for
anyone who was not bedridden and should look instead to its intake of new and
vigorous »ncople. In his reply Jack said his motion had achieved its purpose of
bringing pcoplc to consider the problem, and while he could not suggest possible
lines of action, his motion related to mombers of long standing, not only the
elderly. It was then carried.

Frank hshdown nped what of the unfinancial membe ers, and the President
stated they had been crossed off the books at the October Committee meeting, but
it was hoped some at least would seck rcadmission. The Secretary said 31 actlve,
1 associate and 6 non-active members had becn removed from the records.

To conclude there werc announcements. From Wilf Hilder advice of new
maps induding the Yalwal 2" to one milc and certain publications available from
the Lands Department, including the menagemont plan for Bouddi, and o poster .
regarding Dorrigo National Park. The President said Doone Wyborn's reorganisation
of the map cabinct was almost complete, and it was proposed to wheel the cupboard
into the meeting room on Wednosday nights. The bushfire regulations were again
in force until the end of March, although complete ban on cooking fires had not
been imposed except in Kuringgai Chasc. It was suggested members should not
start fires until there was water hand - for quenching, if necessary. Sam Hinde
said a large part of Burning Palms had sustained fire damage, although access
tracks were still clear. And finally David Ingram mcentioned changes in the time-
tables for Illawarra Linc trains at weckends,

Despite the docile beginning it was close to 9.30 when the curtain was
drawn on the October meeting. -

NOTICE -~ THE EDITOR HAS CHANGED HIS ADDRESS — Could you send all magazine

articles to the following address -
ROSS WYBORN, 1/73 Harris Strect,
HARRIS PARK. N.S.W. 2150.
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NEW SOUTH WALES FEDERATION OF BUSHWAIKING CLUBS — CO~OPERATION

IN POLICE DEPARTMENT S & R EXERCISE.

NOVEMBER 30th and DECEMBER lst.

The Federation's S & R Section has been invited to co-operate
in an exercise involving the following organisationss

- FPederation of Bushwalkers! Clubs,
Land Rover Ownmers' Club.
Divil Defence Organisation.
Ambulance Services.
N.S.. Police Department'ss

o« Officers!' Course Group.
. Communications.
. Flood boats.
. Rescue Squad.
© « Transport.

We would be pleoased if members of the Sydney Bushwalkers
would co-opcrate. A rendezvous point in the area north of Visemans Ferry will
be advised later. Please inform your club S & R representative if you are
availablce, He will in turn inform me of the total numbers of your club.

THE COMMITTEE OF THE S & R SECTION RECOMMEINDS THIS'EXERCISE TO WALKERS

48 IT WILL MATERTALLY IMPROVE THE DEGREZE OF CO-OPERATION VHICH EXISTS
BETVEEN OUR SECTION, THE POLICE DEPARTMENT, CIVIL DEFENCE, AMBULANCE
SERVICES AWD LAND ROVER OWNERS'! CLUB.

N.M. Melville.
“Field Officer S & R.

B ———

Forthcoming Walk 14-15th-December
‘ A walk in the mountains south-west of Canberra, where there are alpine
meadowé, granite boulders, snow gums, long days, crisp nights, good
views, and where it is still springtime at 6000 feet on Morgan,

Bimberi and Murray.

SEE PAT HARRISON 895352 H. or 251670 B. for more details.

————————
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Lotter to the Sydncy Bushwalkcrs from The Wild Life Preservation
Socicty of Australia.

"Tt has been drawn to our attention that two of the camping
sitcs used by visitors to Colong Rescrve have beon spoilt by the
amount of litter and rubbish loft by campers.

"Whilst we realise that your organisation encourages members to
leave camping sites clean n~nd tidy could you also bring to your
members attention the need to secc that all visitors to our natural
arens leave them clcan and tidy and ask your members when ever possible
to cleoan up some of the rubbish which has already becn spread about.

"Our committec is afraid that the present condition of Batsh Camp
and the entrances to the Colong Caves themselves in the Colong Reserve
could be usaed as an argument against those who are at present fighting
to provent limestone mining in the area.

Miss G. Hanley, Hon. Secretary.

. e e e €1 e

FLIL.
J. Pemberton.

TWalking and climbing in Fiji can be very hard work, but also very
satisfying. Have you thought of trying it? The main island, Viti Lovu,
is about 60 miles by 80 milcs and roughly circular. A road runs round the
island with a few roads penctrating the intorior to provide access to
the mountainous tropical bush country which delights the members of the
Fiji Rucksack Club and could delight you, too. Suva is the principal, in
fact the only city and many good walks and clinbs arc available on day
outings from Suva. MNount Korobaba (2% hours from Suva) givces a wondorful
view of the Suva peninsular, harbor, lagoon and reef. Joske's Thumb is
a fairly hard day and involves a little very elemcntary rock-climbing.
The thumb also gives superb vieows and a great sense of height, being so
stoep in the final stages. The rivers provide casy but still scenically
beavtiful journeys by motorised "punt" and cross-island walks can be
arranged. Therc are no good swimming-beaches within 30 milecs of Suva,
by roads but a group of peoplc could hire a launch and sail away o
smaller islands wherc the swimning is superb.

Tempted, and not worricd about the humidity and 120" of rainfall pa.
(some of which is sure to fzll on you)? I suggest that you drop a note to

Samgela Levu,
C/E:Lnnds Depnriment,
SUVA. FIJI.

who; T'm sure, will be plcased to help.
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JUST ONE MORE TIP BEFORE YCOU ST/RT sesse

Tt is important to choose camping gear that will
suit your individual requircments. Your comfort
and safety on camping trips will depend on the
equipment you carry. '

Call at PADDY'S shop and get honest advice before
Jyou buy anything. You will receive every courtesy,(|
whether you buy a whole outfit or spend nothing.

THE BEST EQUIPMENT IN AUSTRALIA COSTS NO
' MORE AT PADDY'S ! ‘

4

. PRICE LIST ON REQUEST.

¢ © PADDY PALLIN PTY. LIMITED,
Paddynnde Camp Gemp for Walkers
lst Floor, 109A Bathurst Strect,

Phqnb s 06--2685 o

AUSTRALIA'S FIRST, AUD LEADING LIGHTEIGHT
CAMPTNG GEpR SPECIALISL. 2

L

—————— >

R ) _ Y k A
PADDY PALIIN
t_;:ﬂ'\‘]‘u;e«?fj(ﬁ C RyTel Qcay

e Bl Fkpr K% Feimal TOUTOLED unnE Y

L 262635
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'HOW TO PIND STAN AND JENNIE MiDDEN'S PLACE AT BOUDDI FOR THEIR PRE-XIMAS

STLMMING-WAIKING AND LAZING AROUND WEEKEND. NOVIMBER 30-DECIMBER 1,2.
' EVERYONE IS WELCOUE.

/A\NEWCASTLE
ZRINA
D

e

GOSFORD : ' ’

AT .
-
- ,

YONEY '
/DAVISTOVN “"\*‘wv KINCUMBER

McMASTERS BEACH

EMPIRE
BAY

THOSE COMII® BY CAR

ART ADVISED TO BRING

SOME WATER AS THE

MADDEN TANKS

ARE LOYT, THOSE

GOING BY TRAIN

CAIY RING OVEN MARKS ON
301827 — HE ILL ARRANGE
TRINSPORT FROM GOSFORD ON
FRIDAY NIGHT OR SATURDAY.

Instructions.
From Gosford take the Terrigal Rond for 2 miles, then turn right to

Kincumber. Here turn right to MacMasters Beach, continue uphill on
Bitumen from MacMasters Beach until the crest of the road is reached -
about 20 yards beforc the Bouddi Nntlonal Park notice - a road turns off

to the left marked "S. Madden"

-YOU‘HAVE ARRTVED.

n

PR
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THE ELUSIVE CRATER

by Allan Tyborn.

e have beon fascinated by this "crater" on the Uppor Yollongambe
Creck near Beoll sincce first discovering it on the Yallorawang military
Moy SOMC years ago. A gencral view in this direction cmn be obtained
from Du Faurs Rocks at Mt. 7ilson, and then lately we saw somc of it
on an acrial survey photograpd. Heonce it was that on an official walk
sterted out on 26th Octobyr to oxplorc the region.

It was blowing a howling westerly as we parked the cars just before
the Zig-Zag Hill lcading to Mt. "Hilson. “le were a round dozenr with
John and Rosalind Blanche, Doug. Frewor, Amn Irclsnd, Marg=rct King,
Potor Moss, Lauric Quakcen, Lourie Rayncr, Eric Rhodes, Poter and Jill
Thitmore and yours 'truly. Leaving the road to the west at the bottom
of the Zig Zag we followed an old timber trail for a milc to the Grecn
Hill. TFrom herc the trip was trackless, and we looked down on our first
hurdle, the October Creek. Like most of this Yollongambe country the
crock was at the bottom of a sheor gorge, access being obtained by a
smaller side gorge, to makc an casy crossing at GR339593 Katocmba. It
was then straight up and over a 700 foot high ridge to lunch on Upper
Bell Creek supposedly, as we later found it was only a large branch of
Bell Crcek. The going was slow following the creck downstream until the
usual canyon VoEGgvt¥Riate r¥ A4l W0, L opreared. The walls went
up a fow hundred feet forming a beautiful cirgue about half a mile long
cn the south side. At creck lovel the walls were only a fow fecet apert
with deep water. Some of us wore not prepared for compulsory Swims,
being without canyon bags, =nl also the water was very cold so early
in the scason, so we scrambled out on the north side to the ftop of the
ridgc. Here the wind was so gbtrong we could have been blown back below.

Unlike the lowor Wollongambe area rcecently reported where you can "go
21l the way without getting your feet wet", the upper stretches of Bell
and Tollongambe Crocks cnsurc swimming throu gh gorges so narrow that lilos
would be a nuisance.

Tt was threc miles of riduc bashing to reach a good camp site on the
rcal Bell Creck just as dark spproached. Tith the present drought all
normel small creeks were dry, ~nd we were very pleased to have plentiful

wator from Bell Crock. The campsitc itsclf was very good amongst beauti-
ful waratahs, there being a good verandah" of overhanging rock for
about a hundred foot long giving wind and rain protection. In this
type of country one can easily do without a tent. After tea as the
weather cleared we enjoyed a long campfire where everyonc joined in the
singing.
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Noxt merning was cloar and still in contrast with the previous day.
As canyon siimming was outl becausc of pcagons obove mentionod, we loft
our prcks and startced up thce other side of Bell Croeck through a narrow
cleft to look for tHe Crator.

Rocky tops and gorges survoundsd us in a 1 dircctions, and we were
eble to got o 1. ) proper fix on londmerks for tho. first timc on the trip.
he rock formztions herc arc fontastic, consisting of "eurly! windblomm

sandstone from the smellest size to huge cliffis.

Thorc was the "Crater” only - fow milos awey on the other side
of the Tollongambe but separntod from us by an unbroken line of. cliffs on
cithor sids of the crock. MNobody really boelicves it is a velcanic crater,
but the comsours suggest o hollowed out shape like a cra cr. Vith more
time and ropes it would have boon possiblic to neke it, but wo rcluctantly
turned back to Boll Creck.

(For a future trip access would bo much gquicker from Bell Trig GR283578
Katoomba lecaving cars on the Bull Linc of Road.)

After lunch we started off Acwn Bell Crock walling in the creck bed
until the canyon narrowed to o fow foot wide with 2 long pool at lecast ten
foot decp at its haginning. In thosc pools the clarity wes emozing duc to
lack of rain in . Arought. Bronge carp werce swimming ncar the sharp

andy bottoms and lazy rcd croyfish were vory plentiful.

"o climbed cut again up the cliffs and the romrinder of the journcy
consisted of backitracking to Mt. Tilson, which -7 raeacherl at 5 p.m.
Everybody voted it good coruntry.

It is pleasing %c notc that the whole of tho “ollongambie and Bell
Crecks, and Yarromun and Bungleboori further north, have recently Dbeen
added to the Bluc Nountains National Park. The exciting and inaccessible

ature of this country, should cnsurc its futurc proscrvation and will
make it very popular for bushwolkers.

TTATIMTY
TLANLTSL e

01d walks programmcs to complote a set for club records.
T/RLIEST on file is Juns-November, 1936.

WISSING Novembor 1936-Jupe 1938.

March~Junc 1941, July-Fcbruary 1947.

Most of the 1950-1966 period.
AVAILABLE for cxchange, somo SDHAre pPregrammes from 1941 onwards.
CONTACT Joan Rigby, Club Lrchivist at 391161 Tit. 013 or 392741

[

if you can £ill in the blanks.



