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VOLLANGAMBIE TANDERINGS.

Pat Harrison.

The merc mention of Wollangambic Crcek is cnough to bring up an
image of an intcresting bushwalking trip, but when the words "car swop" are
added to the description you have the ingredients neccessary to keep you in
doubt zbout the outcome until you arc actually home. and hosed. By thc way,
the Wollangambie is a classic coxample of the haphazard naming of our strecams -
BEttreme Crools is another onc —, for the Wollangambie is a river or it is
nothing.

The leaders had not been able to glé% much information about
our route; in fact, nothing more explicis than that it would be roughs hence
we would be traversing unknown country, and most of us came prepared to swim
decp pools flanked by impassable cliffs. However, we were able to go all the
way without getting our feet wet. :

. The Friday-night rcndezvous was at Wheeny Creck on the road to
Upper Colo, and when Bill Burke arrived about 10 p.m. with Ross Hughes, Wilf
Deck, Shirley Decan and yours truly wc found Doone Tyborn, Dave Ricketts,
Peter McIntosh and Ramon U'Brien already therc and rolled out in their bags.
The night being still early, a cup of tca (the first of the many during the
wockend) wes celled for. Firewood is as scarce as hen's teeth in this well-
uscd arca and we had to fossick around a lot for it, but the fire was well and
truly alight beforc the remaining two cars arrived. Our Party of 17 was now
. completed by Margaret anl Ross Wyborn, Joan and Frank Rigby, David Russell,
Don Finch, Roger Lockwood and Victor Poulgs. '

Vo awoke on Saturday morning to a plcasant scene - gigantic Blue
Gums, Wattlc in bloom, the crcek winding around the tend, and the attractive
sandstone formations and vegetation that arc usual in the Hawkesbury country.
Ve breke camp nt "heeny Creek at 7.25 a.m., two cars going to Drip Rock off the
Putty Road and two to Itchonstoke at Mount Tootic, Our leg was Mount Tootie
and the party was Joan, Shirley, Frank, Bill, Ross, Roger, Ramon, Wilf and me.
A bittor wost wind was blowing as we left the cars at the start of the long
driveway and scurried up to the home ncar the top of Tootie. This property has
becn much beautified with 014 World trces which were just bursting into life
again while underneath them masses of Daffodills had alrcady pecred forth to
show that Spring had come.

Beyond Little Tootie at GR509674 we left the road and followed
a good ridge to Bowenis Creck at GR505707. There was very little scrub on
this ridge and thus we were ablc to admire the Boronias and Granny's Bonnets and
Grevilleas and Wedding Bush that bloomed along the way. The bushland this
year has boen particulerly beautiful with Boronia. There were also clumps of
Christmas Bush that put to shame the poor miserable things that pass for such
in suburban gardcns.
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The few final feet atove the creck interposed the expected cliff,
but we negotiated this cbstacle by traversing a little way back into the side
creck. Bowen's Creck carries a lot of water (I'd hate to do it in a season
of average rainfall) and at this stage I was reconciled to frequent and cold
immersions during the afternoon. Away we went, rock-hopping and dodging in,
out and around the Water Gums which grow everywhere and which were, as everyone
knows, as strong &s canes. Even those long dead resist any attempt to break
them. From time to time there were fine Turpentines, and occasionally Myrtles
and Blueberry Ash, but the abiding memory is of Water Gums all the way, in
the rocks, on the rocks, and through the rocks.

Where Bowen's Crcek has a pronounced bend at GR524737 the rocks
of the gorge begin to look impressive, culminating at the Wollangambie junction
in a tromcndous wheer wall of rock hundreds of feet high. The Wollangambie is
a big strcam — much more wgter than Bowen's — and at the junction there was one
of those deep still pools so common to this river.

Camp sites had been few and far between on Bowen's, and Joan had
decreed that we camp at the first suitable spot on or after the junction. Well,
it was 4.45 p.m. when we reached the Wollongambie, there was a splendid camp
site with unlimited firewood and 4 three-forked cliff-line around us, so that
was it for the day. Some of the men had a plunge in the refrigerator, but the
ladies had far too much sense to indulze in such nonsense at that time and place.

We were up at 5.360 a.m. 2and away at 7.10 a.m. on Sunday, dancing
our way over the clean large boulders which littered the bed of the river.
The Wollangambie hereabouts is really a very obliging strecam, for thcse great
boulders were placed just right to kecey our feot dry. e passed many good camp-
sites and at 8.10 a.m. came upon the other leg still having breakfast, clusterecd
around an untidy fire. Bush hospitality was not extended to us in the form of
a cup of tea — nay, on the contrary, we were besought to provide them with brezd.
Anyway, half an hour soon went by before we jogged off again to reach the really
magnificent Colo junction at 9.40 a.m.

Sand beaches, a great towcring cliff, the river as big as a lake,
flowering gums perched among the cliffsg, a swim, a fire and a cup of tea, and
an hour had passed away. Then down the Colo, hopping over boulders and through
the Water Gums, to cross about an hour lator near the foot of the spur which
goes up to Island Trig. I somehow think we were lucky on this trip, for it has
been a very dry season and many of the smaller rocks that gave us a dry crossing
would disappear with another few inches of water; the level of which secmed to
be about a foot down.

It is 1,600 feet up to Island Trig; it is a steep rocky scramble
for about 900 feets and when the Mountain Holly ceased to plague us the
Mountain Devils took over, to say nothing of such minor annoyances as Dillwynia
and Prickly Moses: but the view was worth it, and it is only from such vantage
points as this that any idea is rcally gained of the overall rugged nature of
the Wollangambic -~ Colo country.
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Tle dosconded in a northerly direction over the saddle, around the
next bump, then down into Boo-Book Crock. There was one place on the descent
whore the rocks became an arcte and we had to hand the packs down., It would
also bo botter to drop straight down inte the creck from the saddle, for we
followod the dry stream down to the food pool at the junction at GR589784. This
pool is pormancnt and apparcntly is feed by the castern arm. Therc is suitggle
camping ncar this watcer, and there is also a cairned route up through the rocks
to the cast, but we lost it halfway up and were at an impassc for a whiles
however, aftor somc illuminating dialoguec we found it again and were on top
at 5 p.me. :

The next hour was a scratchy walk to the firc trail, and another
hour latcr ot 7 p.m. we were back at the cars, having sauntered along in the
gloaming with the whitc road gleaming ahoad of us and the thronging blossoms
of yellow Dillwynia acting as guide lincs on each side.

One indisputable fact cmerged from this trip - Roger Lockwoced has
the largest Drinking Bowl (I couldn't call it by the usual but less polite name
given to such utensils, for witness the way Roger met everyone with a drink
of Applc juice as they hauled thenmselvos up on to Island Trig) cver scon. It
is big cnough to put your head into. '

FOLLANGAMBIE TRLLOTINGS. (The Other Story).
by "Lyrebird".

Theeny Creck crossing wes the Fridey night meeting place for the
two partics in the Car Swop Trip. Tho two leaders, Fon-Don and Joan Rigby
agrccd upon their midway rondezvous which was to be the Colo-"ollongambie
junction on Saturday night. Nonc of us thought it would be possible, highly
improbable I'd say!

Szturday morning found us swopping cars and piling oursclves in
thesc strange cars. Three others and mysclf jumped into Bill Burke's automatic.
She went like a boauty on tarred road, but on dirt road - hopeless! Arriving
at the cnd of thc road, we parked the cars and started off along & fire trail
from Dripping Rock. Two hundred years further, "Ts this the right ridge?"
"Tooks like it." "Its big cnough." Doonc started to climb a treoe as our
lcador crme into view. "Onwardsi" This is not the ridge you blundcrers."

Four hundred yards later we scrambled down a much smglleor ridge
(70O type) and cnded up in a choked up crcck with lawyer vines and other
ummentionsble serub. Grumblos and groans were heard as one of the parity
found a vory old fire trail alongside the creek.,

Angowarra Creek is an cagy croek o walk alongs large rock
sholves, fow bushcs in the croek itsclf with a wee bit of boulder hopping.
It was hot fun, boing at lcast 80°F in between the shade and the sun. But
the huge pools must have been a glorious 33°F.

[3)
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Iunch was declared on the Colo—Angowarra Creek junction. 4 perfeet

hlunch spot. It included. 2 flat, hot rocks to lay on, a two foot decp pool-

at your foct and a cliff for w1ni proteetion, and lots of send«

"Moving off in 2% minutcs" tho leader yolleda e jumped up
to attontion and packed up. The Colo is » vory slow going river for walking at
this point. Huge pools (2s in the Shoalhaven Blockup) edged in by cliffs,
at the basc of which are bouldecrs, hcld togutnvx by that infuriating tea trce,
that always points the wrong way. Took us 2% hours to o two miles.

Not meeting the othcr half at tho Colo- ”o]lanﬂanbie Creck junciion
we moved upstream, continuously boulder hopping. Most of us fclt vory cnorgetic
whercas we managed to scramble for anothor hour (1% miles) before we picked
a sand and rock campsite. Fon Don having plenty of sparc cncrgy, dawdled
upstream to sce if he could find the other tecam. He did not find thom. Having
forgotton our meat and most of our othor food we managed to bludge scme off that
new prospective. Now here is a hint to light weight walkers. Takce this ch:p
along as hc usually brings at least 40 1b pack stacked with tins of all sorts,
-nd he only cats half of it, c.g. swcetoned condonsed milk, fresh oggs, bread,
tins and tins of meat ete., arc casgily bludged from him. Aftcer cating an
unforgettable meal, we sang the night away. '

Next day after breakfast we wore just about to move off when these
jokers from the othcr tribe arrived. Of course we sat down and startcd to est
and talk to them. Te finally moved off aftcr that pleasant mceting (bludging,

" exchanging nows of how difficult the terrain was to be ctc. ) at 9 a.m. 4n

hour later we wrlked up Bowan Creck.

: Morc bouldor hopping. The scrub was really pointing our way here.
I poked an cye twice, and couldn'’t scc for the next ten minutes. Must romember
to wear ny lasses next time I go up thmt Colo type scrub. A pool plus 4 flat

. rocks werc s1ghtcd and lunch was declarcd before the leader came into sight.

Some one built a fire and other bods Just flaked out cn pointy looking rocks.
And they staycd flaked out.

"ell lad", a read hcad said, "don't just lay thore. Havon't you

got any food to cat?' "Yos," "Pell, sharc it around then!"”  Vords from a well-

known bludgzer.

As the sun slowly sank in the west we continucd boulder hopping up and
through the bushcs. e left Bowen Crock and started walking up a side creck in
order to rcach the road (4 wheeler) in double quick time. Ue all cnded up going
up too carly in thc crock and reaching a cliff line which loomed above us. Ross

and Doone.noyed on to find a way up. Ross who was within ear shot sald that he

had found a way up. & rope was needed as a safcty linc for some as it was a

break in the cliff.
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Ten minutes later Doone camc from above and said he had wnlked up.
So much for that cffort. Even though we couvld have walked up to the top of the
ridge, thc rock scramble madc the trip extra cxciting: On top of the ridge we
had a sit down. Two of us sat in a corner, opened a huge tine of pincapple and
Orange juice and guzzled it down. Thank goodness no-one saw us. All those
bludgers are a problem!

. far

V' didn't have to walk/as wo saw a flagpole with a white flag tied
onto it. (Thc Army has been here tool) Te soon found a four wheel drive
track. At 8.30 p.m. we all arrived at the twe cars aftor gotting oursclves
lost on the circular roads of Mt. Tootic, e all jumpcd into the cars in a
hurry and rushed off to the nearest Chinese choppers.

THE HALF YBARLY GENERAL MEETING. -

Jim Brown.

In a meoeting at.which mattors of considerablc weight were to be
considercd, wo sct out with a very small crew ~ about 30 - at 7.50 p.n. Later
the gathcoring appreciated, but probably did not excecd 50 financial members at
any time. , .

Brian Criffiths was welcomcd, the Minutes for August were confirmed,
and we broke straight into Inward Corrocspondence, which contained a letter from
National Parks Assocn, sceking to form a bush fire fighting organisation,
advice from the Australian Conscrvation Foundation regarding its annual mceting
in October, and from the Nature Conscrvation Council concerning its agcenda for
the Confercnce on 2lst Scptomber. ‘

The President said at loast two itoms from the N.C.C. agenda had
some controvorsial aspects. Onc motion opposed the taking of any animal or
fish from rescrves except under the conmtrol of the Parks and Tild Life Authroity.
The othor authorised the Executive to admit hunting and fishing bodies to member-—
ship if satisfied they supported prescrvation of wild creatures anc thoeilr
habitats.

Alex Colley promptly moved in opposition to both proposals, saying
that the allowance of cven conbtrolled hunting would diminish the prospocts of
sceuring arcas where complete protection existed. Othcr spoaksrs folt, horever,
+hat both resolutions were reasonable, and that admission of hunting clubs to
the N.C.C. would assist marksmen to apprcociate conservation and control of .
wildllife. Finally both items as outlined in the agonda were supported by the
Club's vote. .

The Treasurcr rcported that about 60 subscriptions werc unpaid,
including 40 for active (I) mombors, and the current account stood at S608
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‘a2t 3lst August. He drow attention to the Magazine account and the fact .
that unfinancial membors had recsived issucs over six months, and the
magazine moy show a loss over the year's operations. Frank Ashdown
considcred unfinancial membors were beoing treated too liberally in this
dircction.

Don Finch recorded that Roger Ldckwood's trip out from Yalwal
had 12 poople plus violent, windy weathers that Alex Colley's Gunyah Bay
trip on 8th August was roasoncbly well attonded, while a car—swop Instructional
trip run by Snow Brown and himself in the Corang River country brought out
26 startors. Bill Gillam's Snow Instructional struck very turbulent weather,
- resulting in an carly return, and Ivy Painter's trip in the Era—Polona Brook
country had three prospectives. Joan Rigby did some pionccring in Allum
River, with a party of 11, but one mamber suffered a heavy fall, which caused
some altoration of plans. BEsme Biddulph had cor parking bother on a trip
in Kuringgai Chase (Test Head area). Lo ’

Frank Ashdown pointed out that, by lighting of luncheon fires in
Kuringgei Chasé and parking ears in. forbidden arcas we were getting a bad
reputation, and should mem our ways. ' '

There was no Federation Report, and only one site (Woods Crpek)
proposed for the Annual Reunion. For tho Convenor, Bob Younger was,appointed.
Going on to other appointments; Nan Bourke became Auditor, Jack Gentle
voluntecrcd for Substitute Federation Delegate, and Phil Hell was elected
delegate to the Nature Conservation Council. ‘ ‘

So to Constitulional Amcndments, and in the words of Omar Khayy;n
"Nor all thy piety nor wit, shall lurc it back to cancel half a line, nor
2ll thy tcars wash out a word of it." :

Pirst Phil Butt occupicd thc Chair while President Frank Rigby
moved that a simplc majority should suffice to amend the Constitution. This
w~s opposcd by Gordon Redmond, who gquoted from the Company's Act to show
that tho basic rules of a Company rcquired =2 %'majority for change. Nan
" Bourke suggested a company, which scldom had a general mceting of sharcholders,
was on somowhat differcnt grounds to the Club. Jack Gentle said. the high
.proportioh of votes nceded for an amcndment made for a desirable stability
in Club legislation. However it was Jeoss Mertin who threw the bombshell, by |
asking if the Charitable Collcctions. Aet, under which the Club 1is registered,
roquired a % majority. No one could say, and the amendment was lost.

Don Finch put forward a good casc for two overnight test walks,
and found quitc a lot of support, but, in the absence of a simple majority
verdict, the amendment was lost 23 to 11.

Next Brian Harvey submitted that the finance part of the
Constitution should be varied so that unfinancial members weroc crosscd off
after twe months, without allowing discrction to Committec. Even the
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Treasurer folt this was rather strong modicine while opinion gencrally favoured

allowing Cormittec to consider individual cases, and preforred that membors should

not be dglotq& and lator re-admittod with twice the work. Lost.
— /

. .However, therc was conplotely universal support for climination

of the "Haolf" yoarly audit. (Subsequently your reportcrvdiscovorod some
cvidence - Qupported by Jess Martin - that the offending word "half" was
deleted soveral years ago, but reprinted in crror in the present copy of the

Constitution).

The next item called for a "complote audit" of the Club finnnces
whenever any officer handling the Club's funds vacated office. Aftcr some -
initial Acbatc, Kath Brown asked if this meant that a full audit would have
to be donc if an officer in possession of a small advance quitted. It appeared
that this was not recally the intention of the mover or the scconder (the
Treasurcr) and the motion was withdravn to be ro-shaped and prosented in
proper phraging at a later dates '

Pinally to the "Bylaws" motion, of which only subscction (a),
providing +that resolutions- of continuing effcct be treated as bylaws, was
prosented. After some discussions which adduceéd the fact that resolutions’
of somc pormanency werc being cxtracted from the Minute books, the motion was
lost and the rest of the sub-clauses lapsecd. :

Now a resolution was carricd that, in addition to our comtribution
to the Colong Fund, wc subscribed to the aims of the Committee to rosist _
limestonc mining. In answer to Betty Farquhar's enquiry. whether a children's
treoat wgs to be part of the 1969 Rcunion, the President pointed out that the
Reunion Committcc had only just got off the ground, but some decisions ghould.
be availeble shortly. '

Ton Scotland was concerncd as to the future of the old railway
dam ncar Brooklyn and the rumour that Kuring-gai Chase would inherit. it, and the
Consorvation Secrctary indicated some cnquiries would be made.. Finally, there
was a motion that, since the Dungalle Club was understood to be a derivative
in somc Tospects of the S.B."V, the Club should scck advice of its constitution
and office-bearcrs. By the time this was carricd, and announcements nade,
it was high time for our mecting to be closed, which it was, at 10.28 p.m.

1ILO ON THE COLQ — NOV. 15-16-17.

Bush fires permitting, this should be as good a chance to got sunburnt
and scratched as you'll find on the current programme. [After leaving the fire
trail there is about a mile and half of scrub-bashing but, to avoid thc worser
stuff on Island Trig, the party will then go down the un-nrmed creek to the
Cold. TFirst hand reports describe this as roasonable scrambling with two
good watorfalls (if it rains). Then about five miles of the Colo — and
certainly the middle of the river is +the most attractive routc. Meke sure
you can swim, bring your sunburn crenrl, 1ilo patches and ecl-line and come
along. JOLN RIGBY. 392741 (H). ‘ '
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Sy SLIﬁG'oPF";
"Syd.noyrbe"

‘ Then I finally received the September edition of the S.B.
Megazine, after the folks at home hnd read it, I thought perhaps you would
like to hecer of my weekend camping trip with the Melbourne Bush"rulkcrse

The Fedcral Vockend was held at Anakie, 18 miles this side-of
Geelong. To cclebratc this wockeond a barn-dance was arr?nged,,'At'S Dello
Saturday wf‘tornoon, two of us wore picked up at Batwan Avenue in the city.
Instead of going straight to the c@mws1te, we had to make a detour to the
.Dandenongs. Onc of the passengers had to pick up a slceping bag which was
loft at homo. -After discovering that the driver was a little vngue on the
direction to Anakie, we meandcred into the deserted spot at.ten o'clock.
Necdless to say the barn dance was in full swing, but we folt we could not
stay and swing because our strength had o be preservcd in order to crect our
tent. ' i '

. The actual canpsitc was 2 miles from the hall, Missing the Sydney

Bushwalkers holp in these circumstances, we erccted the tent without anyone
offering assistance. In the morning the two of us overheard our driver -say,
"That tont over there, has 2 definite sag." Refraining from "spitting in his
eye" we made for the fire to cock breskfast. Only twenty-five of the H.B.T.'s
wore at the cemp, which was a complete contrast from a day walk I went on when
thirty~one attended.

An organised walk was plonned at ten o'clock but the two of us
wanted to take a look at CGeeclong, so we were dropped off at the ncarcst
cross—roads where the walk was. Ve hitched 18 miles to Geclong and I
can understand why people call it "The Sloepy Hollow". It was mid-day when
we arrived there in a ute. Aftor discovering that we missed a train back
to Melbournc by five hours, and did not want to wait around for another
train, we decided to hitch back. Only thrce trains ran into Melbournc that
day, Sunday, 2nd we didn't sight a busa By two o'clock and 44 miles later
we arrived in Mclbournc, after gaining a 1lift stralght throug . Then we
caught a train home.

The day walk I went on to Healesvill was a 10 miler and as T
stated before, was attended by tblrty—onv walkers, was a vory pleasant s troll.

In order to get out to the Healesville grea, 47 miles from the city,
we all boarded a hired furniture van at Batman Avenue. Two weeks before, we
paid ﬁLdeposit and a further 70 conts at the cnd of the walk, visitors, like
me, paid an oxtra ten cents. The reason for the hire of a van, is because the
trains don't start running until 9,00 a.m. on Sunday, which is a bit late for
a walk, and trams only go a certain distance in the metrepolitan area.

The Victorian countryside is indeed picturesque (even after the drought they
suffered) but the N:S.™. counmtryside is by far the best in my mind.

I was very surpriscd to hecar that no first-aid or mapping tests
are made to completc membership, maybe they alrcady know it?l

(S.B.7.'s name is withheld).

o et e s e s o .

Rid
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I7O FIRES Bill Gillaem.
Part I. Uloola Swamp.

Thore had been a clear sky while they walked out and then, at
sunset, low clouds heavy above the horizon so that with the true glow of
the firc nhead and the last light a long way round to the south, Nick had .
thought at one time that there was fire all round him. It had taken them
fifty minutes to walk out, say somcthing over two miles. The fire was .
burning in Kangaroo Creck, across the swemp and then slowly -down the .ridge
towards the rain forcst. Two miles of front. Give or trke. It would be
give, Nick thought. ¥ith Nine men. & truck could come this far but with
searching for a track and then turning in the trees it would -tské twice as
long as walking. And if the truck was. stuck? The 0ld Man, thc FCOy Fire
Control Officer, exalted by statutory authority, didn't like trucks to be
burnt; Nick had scen one burnt, the tyres still flickeriviz black cbscenities,
hours aftorwards, the alloy of the pump motor soft powdery ash, the chassis
around the petrol tank failed and doeflected from the intense heat. The swamp,
the track ond the dry land where the trecs began would barely be wide enough.
4 truck could well and truly biaome stuck. o ‘ '

They sat now along the track in the clean sweet air. Nick lay in
the springy heath of the swamp with his head cradled by his helmet. The wind
might froshen now, he thought, blowing off the warm land to the sca. If the
predicted change came it would be all right. Weak with sntie showers. The change
was s~mowhore around. In the low clouds he had seen? In the-static on the
Civil Dofense radio. With a drop in temperaturc and some rain, or cven dew
aftor the hot aftcrnoon the firc would die dnwn. Enough to step through the
fire and work from the burnt ground with hand tools. They hadn't done that
in a long timc. Awful work, but safc if you discounted the smoke ond the
blistercd foot and the glowing twigs that went straight through clothing. The
others wouldn't worry about snakes on that side of the fire.

That swamp growth is damn ncar man high, Nick marvelled. And
burning as steadily, as cvenly and as fiercely, as completely as a furance -
like a man painting black oveor white. Or over grecn. We can't cut it. Not
with 2 hundred men could we'cut it. With a lot of men we could snuff it piece
by piecc across the swamp and find 2 cliff line on either side. From the pool
there were cliff lines all around. I won't let anyonc go over the cliff in the
dark. Someonc can come out in the morning and go down the cliff line. The
Park patrol, porhaps. Te'll wait. That's all we can do. Ve'll wait. TFor
the predicted change. For the dew. For some more men to come out anl then we
will go across the swamp. ‘ :

Nick said to the radio oporator — "I'1l tell the 0ld Men." He
spoke slowly and clearly, listening to the Civil Defensc radio repeating his
report, sontence by sontence, to the F.C.0. on the other radic. The CD sects
woere light and poworful and weren't rostricted to line of sight as the walkie
talkics worc. 'hen the roport was made 2nd he had the FCO's grudging assent to
wait for morc men the radioc oporator listcned to other CD organisation up and
down the coast. They werc having a busy night. Nick lay back in the heath and
watched the fire.
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Therd wore a lot of sprin; flowers out. Native ronse back on the
rocky ridge and now all the cricas and cpacris of the swamp were opon. Very
oftcen the others would bring floweors or odd leaves and secd casas for Nick
to identify. Thelymitras and Diurus, the ground orchids, Eriostomons and
borenins, nany Grovilleas ~nd Pulteneas. Once in the Park, he had found o
large patch of Styphelia, the "five corners", anl they had forgotten the fire
while they filled their pockets with tho swcot fruit. Somctimes he took the
secd cmagos homey germinated the scods and gave the -plants back to whocver had
given him the sceds. He had taken homc a lot of native rosg, but the cuttings
had nevor struck. Neithor had any mint’ bush. Banksins and Gymea lilics grew
casily from secd. Now they 211 burnt uy slowly and stoadily and still too hot
to fight.

Now and thon Nick walked over towards the fire but each time he
couldn't approach with the hoe-shaped hand tocl. They moved back steadily just
kcoping out of the smoke and the falling cenders. The radio reportced more men
coping out along the track. "hen thoy were duc Nick hung a red flashing torch
in a trec. About ninc o'¢lock a dozon men CAMC laughing and stumbling down the
track. They had once-hot pies and sandwiches with thom. While the food was
being attacked the sky clouded over and a fow drops of rain fell. The wind
had stopped. ’

Nick stord up and stretched. Quickly they rn throrugh the flames
and stood in the burnt ground. It was very hot. They boegan beating the fire
down with the flat of tho hand tools. Thon the burning hoath was pushod down
and strmpod on, it didn't ro-ignite. Thoy wnlked slowly aleng the front waiting
whoere it was ficrce for a moment thon stemping the flames out, resting often,
working on a small arca then leapfrogging through the burnt arca to stamp out
mOTCoe '

Just aftor midnight thoy came onto dry ground and worked more
guickly in the thinnor scrub. Then, mesically, the fire was all out, the
ficrce bright light gonc. They walked on to the cliff linc and Jockod down into
Kangaron Crcck. The firc burnt slowly, in pockets, a few old dead fvees glowed
and droppcit fire-flics. In the dark the cliff line was menacing. Tho fire
wouldn't come round it. Not until the heat of the day. Someone clse can worry
then, Nick thought. - Tsll the 014 Man we are coming out. And to sond a
shiny bright Hoadquarters truck to carry us.:

PART IT, GREYS POINT.

The truck slid down the trail with the drive pumping the fading brakes.
Tn +the Aim hoadlights the shrdows of rocks and the brokon trail werc cnormous.
Shettering. NickK/fhc driver hit the roof, the doors and the dask of the cabin.
A frantic tide of rcports flooded the radic.

- Wick séid - Pull up when you can. Stop. They jumped a nut and
skidded, whecls locked, then the driver swung into the bush, the truck whipping
saplings out of sight. They stopped. Nick found the trail markced on the map
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and ran his finger along its length. His eyos, smarting from cight hours of
smoke, flinched in the hand brlght 1p°d - llght from the dash. Nick turncd
dovn the hysterical radio. '

- The 01d Man's got the tv1tchus tonight. We're not on the right
trail. Tho trail, Floreonce Drive I've novér heard of it until .new, gocs along
a ridge., This one is in a gully. Te misscd the right one somewhere, probably
when we filled Loftus tender. They wouldn't toll you if you're — was on fire.
Its their territory. - I'11l run ahcad and nheck it out. Whitc light comc on
slowly, blinking red to stop. Takc it casy and no one on the-truck. . Nick
jumped dowm and called tho othors from the truck. They were spashod-ond cold.
Water was running freely from the front filling patch. Small cindors drifted
past and lerger ones scttled in the undergrowth. Bcehind them therc was a
huge glow ﬁnd at the head of the gully ‘there were flzmus in thoe tops of trces
and whole trces going up. Hﬁ ran down the trail. T

way from the truck and tho radio noise he could think morc clcarly
It was a part of thc park he had never been in. The radio said it was ton,
cleven yoars since it had Dbeen burnt. If this wasn't the trail, and obvieously
it wasn't, what was it? It could be blind, petoring out in a tangled mess of
pushed over trecs ahead of them or deliborately obstructed to stop traffic.
Assuming they didn't blow something. The truck had scraped and almost rolled
already =nd the trail lookcd stcepor ahcad. 4 fork. "Nick sig rmnlled to stop and
the truck cnswored with blinking light. He ran along the right forksy the uphill
side. Tho track finlshod'agQ1nst a rock face. There was houschold rubbish
dumped smong fallen trecs, = stripped motor body, tyres.  As he ran back to
the fork thc motor. body, bars and uglv whore 1t wgs 1y1ng, ‘stuck in h1s mind.

The glow wgs closcr now and to the south it had swopt past him and
there worce trecs burning in spot fircs in thoe gully almost dewn to the truck.
Tho rubblsh and the .car means somcthings Nlck ‘thought. He signalled the truck
. to comc. down slowly. .It came on lowly and hositantly, crabbing with the weight
i of water. -The hoadlights shone in 5rcat’cones of smoke, rarcly focussing on
~the track. ;That docs the garbage meon? e need to get out of this quick. OFf
. courses That poonlo can . drive’ thls far from the bitumen, in their cars and
-little trﬂllbr59. the capa01ty to dump rubbish carefully balrnced against
possible damnge to their shiny cars. Nick wgved the truck down. - It came on
more quickly. Then it stopped he countcd heads knowing he should have done
this hours beforc. Seven on the back, two in the cab. Nick said to the driver
Cars can come this farg it should be casicr, They are houselights just aboad
but they might still be on dirt roads. ¥hen you come to thom, start the klaxon
but don't stop. Ve havo to go to Anglo Road unﬂ the school.” Do ycu know
whero that is? ‘ : '

— No. Novor been herc.

: - The map shows 1t at the cnd of the fire tr%ll the trwefire
trail, so it must be on our right. The fire is well ahead of us there. At the

1
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school thore is an oval. ™o should bBe first there despite this and welll drive
straight across the oval to whorc the fire is closcst to the school. Start
pumping and a Board tarkor will pump into us. IF1ll be on the nozzle, you'll
stay on the radio and yell for the tanker. We'll pull out hosc and then you
can back up in case we have to go in a hurry. That's likely. Got all that.

~ Yes,; what if it gots among the housos.

— Every brigade in the Shire will be thore by then, It won't
get among the houscs. They were on the bitunen with the kKlaxen picreing the
night, the siren screamins, falling, rising, echcing from houscs, from treos,
ochoing in his own hoad, screaming above the screaming oncine.  The road
twisted ~nd climbed ~lways towards the glow. On the narrow road the siren

cowercil cors against the curve. The wheel spun in the driver's hands. Ahead
a cluster of flashing police lishts, a blinking red light on a headqu rtprs
jeeps a signboard on which Nick read "Angl --" before it swept past, the bulk

of the school building with the glow coming through every Windowg,an'ambulancc,
alroady Wick thought, a clcar smokc filled arca that's the oval and then flames.
Immensc, solid flames. Fiercc, rolling like surf, pulsating, jumping, liquid
horrible flames. Driving at them, fascinatcd, the heoat coming through the
windscrecn, Dboginning to crack lips, door open, stop, jump, get the nozzle,
pull out a long loop of live hose, watcr, lie down, coveryone lic down, more hosec.
Up and run in closer. Lips cracked, cycs crying, skin stretching, helmot:

in front of face, lic.down. "ho's with me. Good. Wave it round a bit, the
spray coming back hot, agh-heavy and bitter, the oval's widc. Evorything's
swect. '

— That was a rough track, Stokcy .

- Viere we lost?

— Hopelessly. Thoey call it dolayed.

" Phey could hear a wiren, then othor sirens. Nick looked over
his shouldor and saw rcd flashing lights come to the edge of the oval. He said
to no onc in particular.

- My stomach's growling. I hope we get a feed.

s

‘THE COLONG CAVES.'

The caves are of limestone origin, and thc outcrop extonds over
a distance of five miles, being about 500 ft. in width and rescmbling Jenolan.
NMumerous fossil corals found there lcad one to the theory that they worc part
of a Pparrior rocf; of which Jecnolan ~nd Tombeyan would also be part. Scicntists
tell us that it has undorgonc meny changes since thosc days of the Silurian age,
somctimes boing under the sca and somctimes above if, cach age leaving its
covering of scdimcnt.
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Thesc caves werc first reported by a Mr. Oliver Trickett in 1899,
and were nemed after Mount Colonys, a large mountain a mile distant. Thore
are meny beautiful caves, but they can be scen only By those daring cnough
to climb about and wrigele along narrow passages, sometimes only widc cnough
for a man to squecege through.

Lannigants Cave, which is situated above a large contrance cavern
called the Arch Cave, is remarkablc for its "Torch and Candle" and pecrfectly
folded anl grained shawl. A narrow squeccze hole leads to King Solomon's
Temple, which contains five large fluted and terraced columns zbout forty
fcet high, whilst bencath one group is 2 clorious crystalline amber-tinted
stalagmitc called The Alter. Overhead a sparkling white stalactitic group
combines to mdke a grandly inspiring scone. Tho Water Cave, next to this
onc, is of cntrancing bcauty.

Hosts of stalagmites can be secn in the bed of the river,
whosc watcrs are of the palest green. Passing on to the Terraces; onc finds
a scrics of crystallinc basins edged with delicatc frilled rimss vicwed from
below they scom to be marble steps lcading up to a showecasc beyond, whilst
above arc mognificent shawls hanging like curtains drawn back to reveal the
stege beyond. These basins extend back for 80 fect. The Onslow Cave, |
vhich is cntored by a marrow tunncl-like passage thirty fect above the creck,
is noted for its gorgeous shawls. Thesc massive formations, hanging twelve
feoot down from the roof, sparkle and glitter like jowels. Passing through
the squccze-~hole, almost blocked by a cluster of tinted stalaciites, one
comes to the main cave, whosec floor is composcd of petrified glacier.

The most beautiful formation of the caves is the Hot Housc.
¢littering shawls hang from the roofs a massive formation of stalagmites,
some terraced with a mass of basins, roscmbles a garden of clipped shrubss
which surround onc porfect white stalagmite in the centre called
the White Rose of York. This marvellous chamber is decorated for its
entire longth, some 200 feet, with alluring shawls and stalactites.

There arc oalso many "mystery" formations of delicate. structurc and
wax—likec appoarance, clinging to the roof like a network of frozen
roots.

The Mystery Cave comtains a delicate formation with a
network of sprays that are quite oval in shape. The Coral Cave is
ornamentced with coral-like growths, andl the Red Cave contains pretty
crystallinc formations tinted red. Therc arc many caves not yet explored,
and it is to be hopedthat some day thesc caves %11l be opencd up and thelr
boautics unfolded to the public. Thoy arc only 90 miles from Sydney, and
arc sct amidst a glaxy of scenic wonders.

As published in "The Sydney Mail" 1964, submitted by Nancye Alderson.

ettt e Sttt
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THE NATTIONATL PARKS ASSOCIATION OF NIW SOUTH WALBS
APPLICATION FORM FOR VOLUNTEIRS TO FIRA FIGHTING FORCE

Volunteers arc badly necded to fight fires in Netional and
Statc Parks, Nature Reserves and other natural bushlanéd, both ncar
Sydney and beyond. The N.P.A. is conducting a drive tc recruit thesc,
and plece them at the disposal of the Notional Parks and Wildlife
servics, or other Authoritics conccrned with bushfires.

We want YOUR namc on thc 1ist, as one who intcnds helping when
ac or she can.(This does not carry an oblization to attend firce).

In the evont of a bushfirc et which our help is nceded, key
members of the organisation will be notificd. These will sot in
motion a contacting systom which igs designed to slort large numbers
of voluntecrs quickly. Tk . membor list will be divided into rcgilons
end those living in the region of a fire will usually be phoned
first., Transport, rcndezvous etc. arc arranged then.

Fire fighting is hard work, and voluntecers should be in good
health snd reasonsble fitncss. Tpose who cannot or do not wish to
fight fircs dircetly can be of valuablec scrvice in the Support Torce.
This body backs up fire fighters by preparing foed and drink, providing
first aid, transport cte. These members may also carec +to voluntoer
for patrolling.

(For fullcr details, read the circular "A Neoew Bushfire Fighting
Force™ on the SBW Clubroom Netice Board),

Plcasc enter me on the N.P.AL!s List of Volunteers
Firc Fighting/ Support Torce (cross out which is inapplicable).

NAME ( Mr, Nrs, Miss )
ADDRESS R T S
PHONE NUMBZRS: HOME cevesscnesace WORK 4uvuoneunonoconsses

AGE (optional )......HAVE YOU ANY SPECIAL QUALIPICATIONS(c.g. nursing,
first-aid, radio cte? M I T I T T T

AREA YOU WISH TO SERVE IN © 0 6600005606000 a0ecosececeos.s s eeccscenss
TIMES YOU MAY BE AVAITABLE(unlimited or restricted .- wock-cnds,
weck days, nights?) tivviiniiiinnnennoennnnn e, ceecocccacaesane

EAVE YOU A CAR? ......WHAT SIZE AND TYPE? oevencoconcnonnonnnnnsns
WILL YOU GIVE LIFPTS TO TPIRLS? oesc0 . LICENCE CLASSIFICATIONS.......
ANY EJPERIENCE IN FIRE PIGHTING? ® ¢ e e 0000 e e eenacesoceoecececeoss
ANY EAPERIZNCE I BUSHYWALKING? ® 8 0 s 0050 c 0 e 6e6c0c00ceeoeecoeccsess

PLEASY SEND PO: Mr 4, Catford, 21 Kingsford Avenue,
(Phonc 449-1658) SOUTH TURRAMURRA, N.S.W. 2074.




Lad




October, 1968 ~ The Sydney.Bushwalkef _ ‘ 17.

A NOTE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
. BUSEFIRBS

'
!

The annuzl bushfire season is with us again. Alresdy, serious
fires have occurred in the Royal, Brisbane Waters and Xuringai -
Chase Nationsl Parks and there is everyindication that this spring
and summer will carry an extremely high fire risk. '

For the bushwalker particulsrly, there is nothing more depress-
ing than to see our beautiful wilderness areas reduced to black
ashes. Of course, prevention is always better than cure and I
would hate to think that sny bushwalker ever bore the recponsibility
for starting e bushfire. However; we live in a community where
careless attitudes towards the preservation of our bughland are all
too fregquent: given these attitudes and our climate in combination,
bushfirés will be inevitable. v

While we cannct always prevent such fires; at least we can
assist in extinguishing or controlling them. It is very much in
our own interests to do so. To this end, The National Parks
loscciasion is organising a volunteer Fire Fighting Force, detalls
of which sre given in the circular accompanying this magazine. )
I strongly urge all members, 1if they care for their natural heritage
at 211, to support this scheme by filling up the form and sending
it along as requested. Your help is needed badly.

Meanwhile, we muet be careful to keep our own house in order.
Tach year, from October 1st to March 31st, certain restrictions
automatically apply to the lighting of fires in the open. The
Chief Secretary's Department lists relevant restrictions as follows:

1. Camp fires are to be 1it in a properly-constructed fireplace.:

2. There must be at least five feet of cleared ground all around
the fire, : - g :

3. Pires nust never be 1it within fiiteén'feet of alog or stump.

( 1. is mainly intended for the gencral public; bushwalkers may
construct fireplaces if they can and wish, but in our casc the
Departments interpretation is that common sense and caution should
be the important considerations).

T could ‘also add plenty of water should always be handy before
lighting your fire, the fire should never be left unattended and
beforc leaving camp, make thoroughly sure that the fire has boeen
put out completely with water and that the ashes arc cold.

Trank Rigby,
President.
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TWELVE WAYS TO RUIN A MELETING

(With acknowlbagcments to "Thoe COUNTRY JQMAH"‘And cxpressing

ouir thanks

for permission %6 reprint).

1. Don't come to thc mectings, but if you do, come late, and if the

weather docsn

2. If you do att
officcrs and

't suit, don't think of coming.
end the meetings, find fault

other mcmbers.

with the work of +tho -

3. Ncver accopt office - it is casier to grousc. then do things.

4. Nevertheless,

5. If asked by thce President to give your opinion on some important

matter, have

gct cross if you are not clected to the Oommlttoo,
but if you are, do not attuno the Committee nmcectings,

nothing to say.

6. After the mecting $cll cveryonc how tllncs ought to be done.

7. Do nothing more than is absolutely qoccssary, ut whon othcr v”f“

ncmbers W1111ng*y usc their ability +o hclp th 1ngs along, say. -
the Club is run by a cl igquc. '

8. Sit 2t the back and chat throughout thc buclnoss, then ask to

hawve various

items repeated.

9. Don't bother getting ncw members or tﬂlklng to .them - et the

Mcembership Sc

10, When you have
ncighbour ins

11. Chain-smokec,

crctary do that.

nything to say, address your rocmarks to your

tead of the Chair.
and bring your knitting.

12, If you fail to carry out your 0%11gatlons, ‘blame the Committce

end say the C

lub is no good.

Don Matthews, Geof Wagg and Frank Rigby rccently did thoir
first fair-dinkum ski tour - watch for their story next month; who's
cooking up an cxciting talk about an cxciting walk for the Social
Programmce? should be any amount of scope there - November 20th is
the datu, did you lkmow the Editor and Margarbt spent thelr honey-~
moon in Pinc leley and at Frenchmen's Cap in Tassic - ncver a
moment wasted in enjoying the great outdoors, but of course it was

winter bimc.

HOW LONG IS
to No. 12 above
WITHOUT DELAY.

IT"SINCE_YOU PUT A WATK OB
and thon scc or writce to DON
THY DEADLIND IS NOVEMBER 6TH.

THE PROGRAMME? Refer
FINCH or DOONE WYBORN



