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BIXE TRIPPING. Fot Butler.

There is nothing new under the sun. Just another spin of Time's
wheel, and bike trips come back again into their owm. In the early days
of the S.B.", the Club was not mechanised as it is today. If's entire
rolling stock comprised one motor car, two motor bikes and a wumber of .-
bitza bicycles which were their owners' pride and joy-: Just in the
ordinary run of work Max CGentle; a builder, cycled up to Cairms - through
a million acres of prickley pear. Alan Rigby's Tecorded milage was in
the 60,000 bracket., Taro was also a cycle rider all his life and uvp to

the age of 70 odd did a hundred mile bike trip every hufshdey.

There was a bike-gang of 4 or 5 of us vho did regular trips into the
mountains — there was not much traffic in pre-Tar fLustralia and we generally
had the back-ccuntry roads to ourselves. Of course there were no such
‘things as fire trails; wuch of the country they now deface was a blank
white space on the map still awaiting the first trails of bushwalkers.

Max was a keen type who kept records of all his trips. When we toted them
up after two years the mi._sge covered was found to be considerable — as far
as my score went I had covered 25,000 miles, which they tell me is equivalent
to cnce around the world.

For many years after Vorld "ar II cycling seemed to have died a natural
death. People were tired of wartime siringenciess their reaction was now
to look for more relaxing pastimes, like lying cn the beach at Lra. But
another spin of ‘ime’s wheel and even that is a thing of the past. In the
S.B.". the new generation of young lions (and lionesses)’w%ﬁt something that
will test them to the limit, and so bike trips. are coming back again. The
great increase in the number of motor cars on the roads has ruled out road
cycling for pleasure, but fire trails are a horse of quite another colour.
The trips these days go by the name of "merathon". Because 100 miles is a
nice round figure, that is the length of the chosen route.

The first of the new era bike trips was about two yearwz ago, from Mitta-
gong to Katoomba via Scott’s ‘ain Range and the deserted silver-mining town-
ship of Yerranderie. It was a ccld wet Friday night when 12 of us, after a
morale-booster at Joe's Restaurant, set off.in a long straggling unlit line
to cover the 13 or so miles %o the Fire trail of the Mombeyan Cgves road,
which was to be our starting point for the morrow. e got there in the dark,
and over-shot the turn-off. Rosso yelled “stop!' and there was a great pile
up of bikes ard bodies on the wet road as everyone tried to apply brakes
simultaneously. Local landholders, the Goodfellows, came to our rescuej
they gave us a fantastic supper by a warm log fire in their drawing room
and let us slecep surgand dry in their woolshed.

You can read all about this trip in a back wimber of the Bushwalker
Magazine, so that I will not go into detail. However let me say it was -
MIGHTY! So much so that the following year we chose the same route again
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for the marathon. Again there were 12 startors, but instead ¢f rain and
eglaes in the shade
and 140 degrecs in the sun and the mercury shreatening to burst outl of
the thermcmetre when we plmceu it on & sgheet of corrugated iron at Fath
Coghlan'’s Chapel on the Scottis Msirn Rangc. Needless {o say, every dam

or puddle hole we found zlong the route was used for cooling off purposcs.

p_a ct

er

And now wc come to this year's AﬂNUnl karathon., 4 new route was chosen,
from Rylstone to Singleion; which looks like 100 miles on the map but whsn
you count the ups and downs was mere like 20 milzs. 3Bike ftrips can have
thelr hazards - oven the departure frowm Cuntral was fraught with danger,

a she-dragon *ricd to evict us from our ssats in crder that she might keop
them for her Kompsey regulars. e pul forward stiff resistance The sghe-
guard conferrcd with z he-guard and we were allowed to keep our seats. The
train left at 10.15 p.m. and scon we were all asgleep in our sglecping tag

|

1S
on the scats or on the floor, with Dounic and Lindsay teing waffled in- the
luggage racks. :

At 4 o'clock in the dark morning we pulled into Rylstone, heaved the
collection of bikes out of the luggage ven, then discovercd a nice ceal Tire
burning in the waiting room. This was z2ll we nseded to decide us that
another four hours zlecp would not be out of rlace. "¢ slept well and at
8 a.m. we were peddling out of the town. After three false atarts and almost
lesing Roger we asked dircctions from = coup$e of papor boys and eventually
found oursslvcs on the rond we were to follow for the next two gnd a half days,
up hill and down daley through the rough and the smooth, all the way to
Singleton. it was perfect weather for cycling, no glarc due to a light
cover of cloud but not cold. The prevailing west:rliy, when Lt blew, was
alweys at our backs. and the overzll drop from Mt. Monundilla (4,007 odd ft)
down to Sing 1°ton at 2 mere 137 £1. meant therc was cons. .dorably more down-

We had not been goinzg Llong out of Ryidstone when we discovered Colin wag
missing. "e had no® got onto the mud, which made for fairly slippery going,
and Rosso got the first puncture of the day. At a sawmill we saw the chance
of water and the first arrivals demanded lunch, but Rossc is made of sterner
stuff and he insisted we push on for ancther hour or so. So we all shoved our
lunch back into our packs and continued on to the tep of Mt. Coiicudgy.

Still no sign of Colin, We discovered later that he had injured his knece
and decided to walk back to Rylstons, about 20 miles, and get the train home.

After lunch we rode on; with scme pretity steep climbs, but also some
marvellous coasting downhill. This was what +esto the brakes. DRoger:'s
didnt work, so he did most of the downhil:s sitting side-saddle, as it
werey; ready to leap off if ke got out of controlu "o whizzed dowr the
boulder strewn hillsides, coasted effertlessly through the bushl=nd with
the birds sheuting in the trees and an occasicnal wallaby hopping across
the track. One of the boys spotted a large bleck dingo~type dog; and Wads
saw a wombat.
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We rode on via the Kekcelbonsﬁ 1o comp the night in & couple of caves. .

It was & good thing our scouting party found thesc becousc ir rained during
the night and vic didn't have tents. "o lit a fire at both cnds of the cave, =
so that no matter waich way the wind blow we had smeke in the cave. Vater \
was scooped from a nsarby trickle, but =g whis scon &-i2d up we got the .
morning water from pudidles up on thz troil. B
through that day and get
in the still bushland, when
dding deown the track in Tront
Senve .nl zs able to ride-quietly “igit
cr-spatted notive caty, the first L have ever

stupendous leap for covar and disappearcd

Roger set off ea*lv a3 he VI,
back to work. I was next aw

1 suddenly came across 2 11
of me. It dida’t susypect

up to it. It was a little ve]
seen. As I Dusqed it ot npade

down the hilliside,
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Soon all the party was on its way. Ab one steey hill Dave had a beaut.
prango He had been thrashing along +the lovel at a mighty vace and tried %o
teke the dowrhill in his stride. Iindsay's bike also got away itk her and
over she went. Norman, who has been riding a bike to school every day for
12 years, didn't get off ca any of the hills, but'tnb rext of ‘us occasionally
dismounted. There wore occasicnal stops by Margarc the nui on the back
axel was playing up and nceded constant adjusting.

’J

%We were all together for ¢unc, in a
find water evenitually. 211, that is. cxcopt Roger who was still ahead. How
it beecrme a race against time to catch the 2 z2.m. train hack to Sydney. Wade
Don and Barry eventually caught up witk ZHoger where the bitumen starts,; about
13 miles out of Singleton. Reger had be v walking hig blke for some tiue, due
to the aforementionzd lack of brake power. Now, when he tried to get on it,
the front fork suddenly dropped off! However these four got > the station
with plenty of time to spare; and caught the 2 a.m. train which didn't get +ill
3 a.me. ‘

little dry creck where we managoeil to

L'}“-

The others had disintegrated into fwo parties. Norman stayed behind
witl' Lyn and Lindsay, while Ross, Margeret, Poter and L pushed on. About

T
five miles out of Bulg'. darkness overtook uvr. Ve had a chat wi tn the drivers
of two landroveors which hove out of the dal ess wath headlights gleaming.

They offered us nelp, bubt we didntt need it, so when the fronit party was all
together we pushed on-. Riding slong by the dark creek was exciting. We
couldn’t sec where we were going, sc¢ just trusted to luck. The chill air
from the crsck kept us on the move. Whitc ghost gums gleamed with an almost
luminiscent glow amongst the river growth. : :

When we started to rise above the creck and the air btecame warmer,
a halt was callcd by vhat looked 1iks a nics level prtceh of grass. 4s ¥Yorman .
and the two girls were still Dbehini, we decided o camp here and got the _ .-
morrir;; train. The grass iturned out o be weeds fuil of burrs. e oolleptud

n-ﬁ
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water from ~ wayside puddle by the light of a burning branch, consumed what
was left of the food - yginly popcorn, then into the sleeping bags. It
sprinkled slightly in the night which sont me off in a vain search up

creek for caves, but nothing offered, so we put ground sheets over us

and slept on. In the morning Ross found & good cave just up the hillside.

e ate the rest of the popcorn for breakfast and took to the road
again — and just then Norman and the two girls joined usg they had camped
about a hundred yards short of our camp site. A pleasant unhurried ride
of five miles brought us into Bul;w. ¢ made siraight for the restaurant.
Dave, in his ecagerness to get in, forgot ho was carrying his mudguards,
crosswise, in his pack like a Viking's horns, and wondered why he couldn't
get through the door. e drank pints of milk while *the proprictor rang
the station and found out that our train left at 1 p.m. This gave us scveral
hours to do the 13 miles, with most of it downhil. It wss good to sec the
lush countryside in daylight. Info Singleton with plenty of timc to spare.
We chased around to the meat pie shop, then a nice leisurely train trip
hone.

There wore a few excuses to be made to the Boss for a day's absence
from work, but Bushwalkers' Bosses seem 1o be getting conditioned to this,
and what is one lost day in the office or laboratory, compsred with tho
memories of a mighty trip that will last all one's life.

Party — Ross Wyborn, Margaret Dogtercm, Dot Bufer, Wade and Norman Butler,
Don Finch, Lyn Drummond, Lindsay Gilroy, Colin Burton, Peters
Roger Lockwood, Barry Pacey.

——

i TEE SOCIAL SCENE

In response to many enquiries concerning the Dinner Dance

and Social Reunion to be held at The Sky Lounge in October

I am pleased to announca that definite bookings are now ,
being accepted and money is now payable. Tickets are being i
printed and already over 50 tentative bookings have been

received. Barly bookings will bec appreciated and anyone

of the below mentioned people will be only too pleased to

assist. .
Ros. Painter, Mersha Shappert,

"~ Neville Page Barry Pacey.
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THE  INSTRUCTICNAL.

On Junc 21 to 23 therd was a ravolutionery noew cype of Instructional
walk. The ides was 1o icprove the .quality of instructional walks oy giving
the prospectives more of a chance %0 dsvelop their skills of map reading
and walking by 2ctually navigating theoir own rarties. Basic instruction
on equipmont and map reading was given hofers the pariy was broken up
into groups of about five. Therc wore five pacties and cach took 3 Jifforent
route. The prospectives in dach party 124 the way and did the navigating
although at lcast one expericnocd menbor acoompanicd each periy to mnke sure
they did not go %too far wrong. ' :

The result was a complete success with all excopt one of thé prospecotives
completing the walk in finc stylo. Nei only 4id they learn more but thoy
also caught the spirit of advonture waich drives bushwalkers brck into the
hills again ~nd again. This could be the pattorn for future Instructional
Walks - ) S : ' ' : o

N

)

Here arc some of +the stories told by the prospectives themselves -

YELLOY PUP - BRINDLE PUP PARTY or "HAT A HELLUVA WAY TO RELAX by Cliive Potter.
Tor the benefit of thoss Prospectivis forwarned, who therefore did not

atteond the Gront Wybora Instructional, ~nd for those haydsacd walkors. who

grinned knowingly when thoy lorrnt thnt T intended going, the following is

s more or less factual account of the weckend.

The party, of about 26 dssorted Dersous, nssembled at Megalong Crossing
at about 11 p.m. Friday night; the Great Vhite Lezder being the last to
arrive, as I rccall, also the last o crawl out of his feabag next morning.
When ho did emerge, he assembdled all the innocent prospectives and procccded
to- give uscful advice on the rolative morits of pncks, slecping bags,; parkas,
etc., while dirccting a stream of scathing ridicule at plastic raincoats,
which, he vowed would fall tc pieccs on the first ovig.

Enlightcened considerably, we moved off to Medlow Gap, whors the Leader
trentod us to a course in mapreading. It 2ll scened impressively scicntific
at first, until Ross confessed that he didn't believe in comprgsaes, and in
fact never carries one; instead he relics on the inherent straightness of
pieces of grass. Thus cdified, the group split-up into partics of about
half = dozen cach, and set off to Konangaroo Clenring via various ridges.

The Yellow Pup party consisted of Elainc Pinnington and mysell, tho
two raw recruits, under the exp.riencsd oyes of 4lan and Alicce Yyborn and
Joan Rigby. We sct off onthusuastically, Elaine correctly picking the track
" of tho road to Mt. Mouln, until we suddenly came to a juncticn. The wrong
track looked terribly right to mo, but fortunstely Elaine was nct soo oasily
y

confused, and wc remaincd On .cOUrSCe. Hardencd walkcors now, we correctiy
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. picked thf trall through Blackhorse G p end wore troated to a panoramic view
of. the Warragamba catc“ment areas COVorod w1tb an unbroken layor of low -
:élylng cloud.’ : S

Lunch was, cateh on tho top of Merrlmerrlgal whlle the weather
_steadily. greW‘worse. The viéw . from Splendour Rock consistcd ‘of one enormous

?"ra1ncloud9 've hastened badk o gur pac <} and- headed for the Dingo-Yellow

Dog Saddle. ‘On the way we came across tho Brindle Pup party-end with a few
‘helpful Temarks succecded 1n redu01nw tho elroudJ uncertaln nav1gators into
utuer confu51on,¢ S T W_jmihl

Thus rcfreshed, we proceeded towards Yollow Pup through gteady rain -
desplte :Ross! gloomy prodlctlons, ny tourist—type raincoat emerged unaffected

- with dayllght dminishing rapidly. By the time we started down Yellow

"Pup Rldge it'was a torchlight job, but thanks to Joan s unerrlng ‘navigation,
‘we didn't take the short cut (1qe.‘over the edgel ) Joan suggested thet
we camp at the foot of Yellow Pup, but was oatvoted end we pTQSSud on untll
7we 301ned the Weary few bods who had ro aehee Konangarooaiti”

The Leador, when he arrlved glcefullJ countod m1ss1ng bod1059 and

- joyfully eyed.their haggard state W%en thoy dld arrive, after which he crawled
under the noarest log for the night:  ‘Last up (again!) noxt morning the Leader
ruefully roflccted on the dcoedence of the perty whén he saw.a non—stlck fry-
‘pen on: the flren o : :

Flrst OfflClal functlon of th. day was instruction in .first aid by Ross,
ass1sted by Joan, (or was it the other way around°) Gory: lescrlptlons of
'compound fractures and the effects of exposure were followed by tﬂps .on how
to cross: flooded rlvers (i. e.‘don‘t) . Co

' About ll BT W set off beck to Modlow Gap via: Brlndle Pup, to flnﬂ the
g01ng a2 lot harder than coming down} -The 1200 ft. vertical (well, ‘it scemed
.that Way) climb was negotiated with freouont .stops. for' broathers on tho Tretext
that the stops were necessary to appreciats the view. - By Warrlgal Ga ,or
'thnreabouts, we were again relying on our torches: for ‘whatever moagre llént
“ was left from the previous night. Thén we, eventually reachod Medlow Gaps

'JE,~we saW +that - ‘-we had the doubtful d1st1nctlon of belng_the 1a ast pertv ‘Home.
"~ Boy, did that coffee at the A.B Cafee taste good'

SPOTTED DOG MERRIGAL CREEXK PARTY - by Lynne V’yborn° '

e had all spent Friday nlght eampea at- Megalong Croek, (nd we awoke

early on.Saturday to be greeted by.the cokd, crisp, air tvpical of. Ghe mountains
in late Junc. Our brave leader, Rosso, had insisted on. checking t%o cquipment

and contents of &ll the prospectives.pedcks.” Thik brought moans and complaints
from those who had already- packed. The intrepid band of ‘fearless: prospectives
and members drove to Mzdlow Gap. The whiole Purpose of this Instructional
Weekend was to 1nstruct, S0 éveryone gathorcd together to gain some of
Rosso's knowledge of map reading and ravigatidon in the bush. Thon each party
was given individual routes, all supposcdly meceting at Konangaroo Clearing.
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Our party consisted of 5 prospectivess Pat Harrison, Ted Van Der Male,
Peter McIntosh, Dave Ricketts and myselfs; and we were first to leave
becauso apparently we had farthest to go. :

We walked up the road about < milo kooping loutouwg for a track heading
off to the right. It wasn't every difficult to find as therc was a great
cairn of rocks at the side of the road. ¢ walked along the track, not -
meking any wrong turns, and finally ended up at Splendour Rock. Aftér a-
bit of lunch we surveyed the area and had a quick look at the map just %o
meke it official. We climbed down a bit of a cliff on a chain and walked
along the ridge and found Spotted Dog. By this time, it had come up over—
cast and misty and soon it was raining slightly. ™We walkcd down the ridge -
and about two-thirds of the way down, it really got steep. Evcryfhiﬁg being
wet and slippery didn't help any and practically every rock rolled away when
you trod on’ 1t, . ‘ ‘ -

Vi got down to the Cox about 4.30 and it was Jjust gbttlng dark. "Then
we reached Konangaroo Clearing, no onc clse had arrived. . This was quite
confusing -as we had determined by the mep that we had a longer route than.
anyonc’ elsc and had spent about half an hour on top of that, secarching fol
onc member of the party's lost watch. But we were really glad we had arrived
first and we hurriedly moved into the old hut, which was already occupied by
rats. e had practically finished tea when the other partles began to Bprive
and the last Aidn't arrive till about 9.00 (but thatt!s another story).
Unfortunately for these tired wet bods, wo decided that only five ¢ould fit in
the hut. As it was, we had to put the tcnt up inside the hut anyway, becawse
the roof leaked. ‘

Sunday wes a beautiful day, the sun shone and there was no wind. After

a talk on 'first aid we packed up. Our party was first to leave and we walked
up the Cox to the junction of Merrigal Crock. Had lunch and proceeded up the
creek, cllmblnb up several small waterfalls and skirting some. The area was
granite ani the scenery was beautiful, Finally we reached the biggest water-
- fall, something like 150 feet of rock towering above us and water cascading
down in the afternoen sunlight. As it was impossible even to attempt to climb
up the waterfall we headed up the very stccp ridge on the left. We reached
the top and then contihued up another ridge rising about 1,000 feet- towards
the azure blue sky. On attalnlng the top we pushed our way through tho scrub
until we found the track which we had followed the previous day. By the time
we arrived back at the cars it was dark. ‘

Tt was a great weckend and we only lost one party which eventually turned

up later that night anyway. I'm sure the weckend really lived up to the
name . ”Instructlonal", and everyone enaov»d learning the art of bushwalking.

HOWLING DOG - YELLO“ PUP.PARTY-w by Petorvmhltmoree

After a late start, but Iully informed on how to distinguish rldgos from
valleys with-the map, the Howllng Dog party consisting of members Don Finch
and Lindsay Gilroy, prospectives Peter Ebcrli and Peter and Jill Whitmore,
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made steady progress’to Splendour Rock. No sorious navigational Blundors
were made on this scction. Hére the party lunched with a fing view of the
rain clouds closing in. S Co T LT

‘ After lunch there werc scme grim moments when the party could not locate
the chains, but after a dotormined effort, aided by helpful comments from
~Ross Wyborn; the routc was found. Then the party madc its way down Howling
Dog Ridge (or was it) with Don and Lindsay doing their best tn look none
comnittal on nnvigationsl ‘decisions. Here we prespectives had our first view
of the Cox River — by torchlight. ' ‘ ' o

Being tho first lot in (except for some pikers in the -shelter) we had
to light the fire in the rain. Later in the evening with the rain still falling,
the Battle of the Bludge began as thosc without tents and groundsheects arranged
a dry night for themselves. ST

- Next morning was fine, and after a slow grind up Yellow Pup Ridge we had
lunch just below Dingo Mountain. Then the party climbed back orto thc ridge
and arrived back at Medlow Gap just as the light was failing. As no others
were back we lit a fire and wnited.

MERRTGAL CREEX — SPOTTED DOG PARTY — by Allca Funnell.

After loaving Rosso's map and compess school, we headed off along a road
and after a slight detour we broke inito a trot along the correct track. Upon
reaching Mt. Warrignl we discovered another party picking their way thro®
the pebbles, so we parked and waited for them to steam ahead. -

"o dropped off to the left of Mobhis swamp and down a crock into Warrigal
Gully where we found a spring and lunchsd. There I learned that dead Aussie
wood won't support a billy full of water and received two slightly dburnt
fingers into the bargain. After lunch we nogotiated waterfalls which became
progressively bigger until we arrived at Morrigal Creck and lo! and behold,

& »one hundred and fifty foot drop. After a half an hour of peering over

the edge and arguing, Colin and I set off up to the right looking for a creck
- Aowns we lookcd back and saw Liurie negotiating a cliff face but he couldn't
g0 on, up; or down so he retreated to the tones of I told you so. Colin and
I continued on and down a likely looking creck and wailting at the beottom for
- the other threce. After threc-quarters of an hour we decided thoy were well
and truly lost so took off downstream, aftor more waterfalls, we arrived at
the Cox at about .dusk. :

‘e walked down river and after crossing and recrossing a fow times and
leading oursclves up a fow cliffs, we arrived at Konangaroc Cle:ring campsite
around 9 p.m. Our goup's dastardly leador, Roger, looked on while Rosso
attempted to persuade us to return and look for the rest of the party. After
tea, amid grumblings about Huey.and the squaitters in the hut, downriver,
everyone hit the sack and Roger trcated us to a "lemon" drink, prtent ponding.
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. of coursc all oxcept for .the. leader of 1oadersn hibernating in a-hollow treec.
It wasn't until after breskfast was cnokod that Rosso cxtractod himself ¢er

Comoes morning and we 21l awake and loave the provorbial satk, that is

the trece!l

We had first aid and river crossing instructich and headed off on our

various and voaried recturn trips. Our party once again anbled off down the
Cox, upon finding the correcct dog-log, we started’ up Spotted Dog Ridge
south. After the grind o the top we had a bite to cat and headed out along
Spottecd Dog cast, for little Dingn Hill, then on to Splendour Rock, where
after s=cing a Red Bearded chin poke over the edge; we negotiated the chain
and with somc: pushing and pulling, wc climbed to the top, signed the book

‘provided for the last ™1l's and testimony's, took photos and on —.up to

the top of Mt. Dingo. Then continued via the track back to Nedlow Gap,
arriving just after dark. An 1ntcrest1ng but varied trip.

Thosc in our party were; Roger Gowing, Colin Burton, LmuIOnce Quaken,

Victor Poulos ond myself.

|
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ITI. ONE DAY T'ALKS.

B

= Originzl pattern walks as ‘adopted av th Ha1f~Yvarlv Gbner al Muetjng

PATTERY TTALKS - PAQSED AT JULY MONTBIY MEETING.
TULL "EEK~END.

Kanangra Valls, Gabes Gap, Mt. Cloudmalker, Tiwilla Buttress, Stockyard Spury
Kowmung River, Gingra Trail, Kanangra Talls. 25 miles. " 4;00 ft. of climbing.

Carlon's Torm, Carlon's Crock, glackhcrsc Ranges 'Playground of the Dlngo
Splendour Rock, Yellow Dog Ridge, Konangroo Clearing, Cox's River,
Iron Pot Mountain, Carlon's. 24 miles. 4,000 ft. of cliwbing.

Tlog Moz Creck, Corang Trig., Bibbenluke Walls, Monollth V& lloy, Mt. Qwen,
Bibbenlukec ™alls, Corang River, The Gorgc, "og Wog Creck. 25 miles.
-Approx. 1,500 ft. climbing, with easy opcn country walklng and a reagonable
amount of difficult sidling and creck walking. : .

SATURDAY AFTERNOON/SUNDAY TIALXS.

Blackheath, Govett'’s Leap, Blue Gum Forest, Grose River, Victoria Falls,
Mt. Victoria., 15 milss, 2,300 ft. 0¢ climbing.

Carlon's Ferm, Breskfast Croeck, Cox 's River, Knights Deck, Bleuxhorse
Range, Crrlon's. 11 miles. 2,7000 ft. of climbing.

Tatorfall, Mt. “estmacott, Woronors Trig, Voronora River, Scouters
Meuntain, "oronora River, Sabagul Cressing, Engadine. 12 miles,
1,100 £+t. of climbing.

"ioodford, Uppcr Glenmbrook Crock, Sassnfras Gully, Numantia C;eek, Linden. L.
Rough crock walking in Upper Glunb”ook Creek. 9 miles.. 1,100 ft. of climbing.
Cowan, Cclec Trig, Cliff Rig, Porto Bay, Brooklyn. 10 mllps,' 1,00 £,

no tracks, low scrub. - ' ‘ e

Scptember 14; 1945.°7
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. THE TOLGAN - CAPERTET DIVIPE. ., 7%
' © 7% Pat Harrison. :

. ;o

Queen's Birthdey weckend 1968 saw a party of 9 setting up.cemp on’
Capertee Crock near Newnes at 11 p.m. on the Friday night. Te had travelled.
to Lithgow by train and thence to Newnes by two taxis, and our plan wds to
ascend Capertce Creek to Mount Dawson and thercafter to follow the Wolgan
Capertee Divide to Cullen Bullen.

Frank Leyden, Alex Colley and Bill Cosgrove had pioncored the route
last year, but had becn turned back by lock of time when they had come upon -

the monstrous hole which is Tolgan Gap (not to be confused with the Tolgan:
Gap whereby the road from Iidsdale enters the Tolgan Valley). They had
retreated across the Volgan Valley by descending through Collett Gap, ‘but
the information they had gained led thom to beleive that Yolgan Gap could
be crossed further to the north at the headwaters of Red Rock Creceki

e got away at 8,15 a.m. on the Saturday morning and our first halt was
half an hour later at the house of Mr. and Mrs. Barrctt in a clearing on
Cepertee Crock surrounded by magnificent cliffs and scehery such as only
‘our Blue Mountains can offer on a clear sporkling day in winteri An
important corollary to ocur pause was the fact that we drank more than a
gallon of delicious milk.

e followed the creck and reachced the plateau arcund GR187973, then.
went across the tops to Mount Dawson where we had a-good, long Iunch.

_ Mount Dawson is a platform of worn and fretted sandstone which not only
provides splondid views of Crown Mountain and the green fields:of Red Rock
Creek and the pcaks that surround Tayan and Clandulla, but on this occasion
also provided excellent rock pools of water for our leisurcely Iunch. After
lecaving Mount Dawson we passcd across a trecless plateaun, -then into timbery
then under a cliffline, over a rocky outcrop and down to Collett Gap where
there. werc traces of an old bridle track between the:Volgan and Capertee
Valleys. ’ ‘

Camp this night was made on the crcek at GR137945. Ve unintentionally
entercd this crcck from the west becausc in our ssarch for water in the rock
platforms as daylight was dying we had scmehow swung around in a half circle.
Then the braclken had been clearcd we had cnough level ground to lodge an
army, and ther¢ was also a supply of water not too far away in the next
gully. Indecd a good campsite far excceding our hopes in the lateness of
the hour, There was no difficulty in getting here from Mount Dawson, although
there was onc spot near Collett Gap wherc the ladies found a long pole
decidedly uscful in getting down a somewhat slippery bit of rock.

- Ve werc away at 8,15 aym. on Sunday and, as hoped, reached a point over-—
looKing the headwaters of Red Rock Creck atjGR133944. Tolgan Gap was to



recless and 2fforded Us another grandstand lunch site.with closer Vi

our left and 1t Was magnlflcent -~ toWerlns-cllfrs on both: gides; while

. the centre of ‘the* gap ‘wels waken.up by an: 1501ated (at least it seemed

isola ted for We coul& see around thiee. 51ees cf 1t)pleteau which in. turn"

was endowei Wluh the’ same kind of unscgl ble'cllffs. Altogether a grani‘.-

and 1mpre551vo gight. ~ ' -

The Way doWn from‘our vantage point and up the other s1de was obv1ous

and hal trews 911 the wayy ‘and no- trouble was met-in crossing the clear little
. creck w1th its brucken—oovered baﬁks and asconding to the far platcaw. qnd

reaohlng spot overlooklng Hughes Defile vhere the: waters of the Defiler.
divide to flow north and soutk. e got into 'the Defile & short distance: .
north of the water divide. Our entry was a narrow gully in the rocks. The
gully_ was clothed with Ti-Tree and Mallec Gun. Our ascent to thc western
plateau was through a fissure in the rock which was partly visible from the
floor: ' of -the .Defile. The lower part of this figsure was: coVered withbushes
but -oncc past. thcsc it was 51mprv a matter of scrambllng up a rather'éllmy
slopo° This pass is used by anlmels and ]
where we. enterei the Dellle, There was an 1solated block of s ndston or
on the flonr of the Defile. Our passes, would be two of ‘the very few ways:
across the Deflle, since both north and south of the Water lelﬂe the Gilf;s
of Hughes Deflle become very severe 1ndeedq R

fTﬁe nortbern end of the plateau on thc westiérn: Sldp 'of - $He! "‘Defi

of Crown and Genowlan Whlle throc Targe eagles soared 1a21ly nearby‘_-.e:

The high red: clwffs of- the qree& IOﬂdlng up to our next 2ap near Bluc
Cap Rock locked pretty solid, and so it: proved when, about 3 p.m, we tried
to pass the numerous deep flssures in the rock between Bluc Cap Rock and
Mount ¥olgan. One sloping fissure was ‘a poss1b111ty, all that was needed
being to skid down;the last slimy, SllpDeTy 6 feet on your you-know—what s
the real problemy” hewever, was 1o get back up such a chute if further rpogress
were not poss1ole.. Therc was also a decpr gully northwards which time
prevented us . from investigating more 'fully. * Both these p0551b111t1es,
however, would only have got us into the first great north—soyth flssure and

it was anybody's guess what was beyond that, for: it looked doubtful - in fact ,
“i£ Was too late in the day, so we got back into Hughes Defile and waded

through +thé chest~high bracken and on 1own to the-Wolgan’ Vclloy9 whére we
caihe upon & cow standing guard over 1ts dead calf which hrd becn’ killed and

‘mutilated by wild dogs. It was a hfart-touchlng examnle of. motherly 1ove,
S the poor ercature refu31ng to let anyone get too. ‘close.

E

It was . 6.20 p m. (our tblrd camp madé in darkness) when-we reached our
camp site where the road runs closé™te thc Wolgan River: ‘below -Caps York. The
evening air was chilly and flngernalls wore numbed ‘as we filled our buckets,
but fires were soon blazing and in ho. time at all nine bodies were toasting
themsclves around the flames.
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Monday was our latest start - at 8.50 a.m. - and after reaching the
wolgan Gap at the. top of the road wo climbed to -the platcau and crossed
the infant Cox (albeit a lusty infant cvon herc at its source) not far
from Gardiner's Gap and roached Cullen Bullen at 4 p.mni” The reilway official
was not prepared for so meny customers, for he issued one ticket to cover
all of us. : SR -

Apart from the interest of finding our way across thc tops the scencry
.in passing was wonderful - views of Crown and Teyan, the Capertee and Tolgan
Valleys, the jegged teeth that are Donkcy Mountain, massed wattle budding
into bloom, =snd cverywherc the strange Pegodas of rock.

e e e e e e i

JOTTINGS FROM NEVILLE PAGE - HQN; SECRTTARY.

Vialks Programme — Are you foeling tired, dejected, worn out and lazy?
TWell, wake up and live, because Spring is just around the corncr, and as
the Talks Scerctary will tell ycu, a ncw Talks Programme is in the making.
Get new satisfaction oud of life by putting on a walk. Take your problcms
and .walks to Don Finch « he will welcomo you.

Subscriptions. Haven't paid your subscriptions yet? This is your last
chance becausc the Committec Meeting in August will consider the fate of
211 unfinencial members. ' =

Ratecs arcs-

Active Mombers (including magazine)

Full=time studcnts
Married Couples
511 other Acdtives
Non Active members
411 non-activcs
(Magazine Optional)

- Resignation.
Committee because of night work.
called for at the August General Meeting.

Constitutional jmendments. Constitution lawyers

#3450
£7.50
#5.50

#1.00
g1.50

Unfortunately, Miss Lyn‘Drumﬁcnd has had fo resign from
Nominations to fill the vacancy will be

and others are advised

that any proposcd amcndments to the Club Constitution must be in the

hands of the Committee by August 7. - Any proposal

s must be presented in

writing by this date so that adequate notice ecan be given for the Half-

Yearly General Meeting in Scptember., .
Annual Reunion.
Weoting is a site for the Annual Rounion.

come fully armed with ideas.

st e st e e e et

Another matter which must be decided at the Helf Yearly
Put on your thinking caps and

»
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THE JUNE QENERAL M_EETING.

ﬂi,Jimerown~

A blezsk, and: Wlntry evenlng 1t Was out31de, Pnd even'the moderate
group in. the TMurges.. Assoclatlon 6] 5 B Warm pche - dldn’t
grvatly heatk- thc ulrg elther phys1cally or varballyo .

.There wore f1vu to Wclcomc9 husbznd @nd W;fo team Kathleon and John
Blanch, David Russell, Margaret Drummond snd David Cotton. Neither the
May minutes nor a partlcularlv rmutlnc "batch- cf corrcspondcnoe excited any
‘ commcnt9 and. in/very shoxt; ordor we hai Trcssﬂrer Gordon Redmond' explaining
. <that mass1vo purch%sos Hox il maga21no cov’ﬂrs9 papers etco. had dented the Club's

“current. funds, leaving & closing blance of %397 at the end of May after
expenditurc totalling #581.

Don Finch presented a May walks roport covering Lyn Bllss‘ walk in
the Lithgow Zig Zeg arca attended by ocight folk: David Ingram's day walk
from Minto with 10-(imcluding 3 prospectives): . Muriel-@oldstein’s Springwood
— Grgse River jaunt when onc membor sustnined an injured anklo and the party
(nlno in numbor) emerged on Monday. iargaret Dogteram had run a jaunt from
Kanangra into Christy’s Creock, and Alex Colley conducted a party of 14, across
the Barrcn ‘Grounds. The third woekend of the month saw Ross Vyborn's bike '
trip on muddy fire trails in wet conditions froem Rylstone to Singleton via
Mount Monundilla. Four of the party mtde into Slngleton on Sunday - the rest
on Monday. Barry Pacey had nc starters for Arethusa Canyon, but Alan Pike
scored a team of 15 for his Megelong Valley trip. As an addendum it was
recorded that three SB™ teams cntered the Orienteering Contest, and one
toam gained 3rd placec. ' :

In a Consorvation Repert, ilex Colley said that a méeting of =bout
100 people, ropresenting perhaps 30 or 40 bodies, met at the University to
discuss developments on the projectcd limestone mining near Golong. A
policy had been developed; and a standing committes established to continue
the campaign. Layrie Ragner felt a walkor should ‘Do 1ncluded in the
permanent compltteu, but it was pointed out that walkers ‘could be co—optcd
if required. It was suggested that letters to parllamcntarJ representativos
and to NeWSPALC ors would further the causc..

" Barry "allace prﬂsented a Feﬂerat;on report which referred to four
Search and Roscuc alerts, none of which dsvelopdd to major activity. A
notice has bcdon® erected in-Claugtral Canyon te indicate, the way out. The
SB™ reply to Federation complaint of lack of support was received without
comment. o

Brian Harvvy said he "had beon’ surpwlsud to flnd that Foapratlon affairs
were cvidently somewhat mis shandled: ~th& caputation fees from some affiliated
Clubs had boon outstanding for two or thrce years, and at the May mecting
there had becn a noticeable absence of ccrtain office-bearcrs and routine
reports of activities. Frank Ashdown asked how many Clubs were affiliated,
and a firm answer was not available, but it was suggested that between
20 and 25 clubs nominally (a%t least) subscribed to Federation.

7

-]

u

e —————

2%

T AN



-

July, 1968 ..~ ‘The Sydncy Bushwalker 17.

Pirst up in General Business was & call for the newly created post. .
of Archivist, which was filled by Joan Rigbw. The Prosident then spoke
of the pattern tost walks: thése had not been examined since 1945, and
in the intervening years firc trails, homcbuilding, etc. had altered the
picture vastly. The Walks Secretary had preparcd a list with about thrce
walks in cach of the usual time categorics. Committee would study the
proposcd trips at the July meeting and would present its rccommendation to
the following General Meeting. ' e

3 -Rosslwyborn suggested there could be a wide variation in the -standard
of trips, and 'a better method may be a mathematical formula taking into

.account hoight ascended, mileage and other factors. Frapk'agrded'this could
. be of assistance, but the constitution charged us to nominate pattern walks.

Next Barry Paccy was appointed SB™ delegate on theuFodgraﬁion Ball
Committee, =nd Gordon Redmond rose to say hc was making "the second last call".
There were 193 unfinancial members, including 147 active members. The
Committec would have 2 list of those still unfinancial at the beginring of
August, and consideration would then be given to action nccessary. It was

 pointed out that the constitution cmpowercd Committee to take steps to cross
. of f unfinancial mombors by June of cach jyear. C ' ' RN

, Sevérallmcmbérs now cxpresscd pleasurc at the lay-out of the new Walks/
Social programme and its good appearance. It was announced that Roger Gowing
(sales and Subs. agent for the Magazinc) was going to.z country job and must

vacate his position, but to thelgeneral dclight a successor was found -

immediately in Ramon U'Bricn.

Therc was one more brief item - a rceminder that prospectivé members should
not tout their own membership applications sesking signatures other than the
initisl nomination: A Presidential warning against undertaking trips with

insdequate winteor c¢lothing and equipment - note the difficultiocs expericnced”
by somec partics last year. ' :

ind at 9.40 p.m. it was: over for ancthcr four weeks .

e e e e e S s PP L

r

| COMAN -~ GUNYAH BAY - COTAN - August 11.

This walk used to be considered of fair test standard, but it has not

been done for some time, the walk usually going only as far as Cliff Trig,

or further back. It is a rough walk aleng a ridge with frequent small
climbs. The scenery is beautiful and the wild flowers should be good,

See Alex Coliey - 442707'(}1)°
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NATURE PAGE - .. - ROTK TALLABIES AND ROCK KANGAROOS OR TALLAROOS.
- o o ‘ By Don Finch.

There arc cleven different species of rock-wallabies and six speciocs

. of rock kangaroos., The rock kangarco is usually called a wallaroo. The

. distribution-of these'animals”extends:ov¢r the ‘eéntire mainland wherever a

-suitablc habitat occurs. A suitable habitat being, steep rocky ranges with
decp canyons and rocky gorges: : S

The rock wallaby which bushwalkers arc most: likely to sce is the brush-
tailed rock wallaby. Its haunts stretch from- the Cambewarra Mountain in
the. south to the Liverpool Range ‘and the Uppor Hunter River in the north to
Lithgdw in the west, with a recordasd sighting in the Rylstone district.
‘These wallabics abound:in the Jenolan Caves Reserve where they are safe from
the guns of. 'sportsmen'. The prush-tail rock wallaby has a coat predomin-
antly dark grcy, being lighter in colour on the underside with a dark
21lmost black mask on the face and dark limbs and tail. It has a stout build

“with extras wcll padded foot which are also coarsely granulated. These

'granulatiqns provide excellent gripping on the rocks which arc their homes.

‘The tail which is slender is used for balance and as a "ruddor" while
"~ hopping from one rock to another.

Rock "allabics like most membors of the family lie up during the hottest
part of the days they are also partial to morning and afternoon sunbaking,
just like somoc bushwalkers. Grass is the staple diet while roots and leaves
are eaten when the going is tough. "The groafest natural danger to rock

" ‘wallabies is the danger to their young of pythons. and carpet sankes, while

both young ~nd old fall prey to dingos. The rock wallabyipreferring to -
hide rather than run are easy prey for animsls, whicl they could otherwise
easily outrun. ‘ o

The Tallarco or rock-kangaroo derived its hame from the aboriginal

'hame mwolaru". The wellaron is Aistinguished from the large plain and forest

kangaroos by his comparitively short hind legs and a generally stouter build.

."The soles of the feet, like those of rock-wallabies, are roughened to present

'glipping. The area at the muzzle tip boetween the nostrils is hairlcss.

The wallargo which inhabits the Great Dividing Range throughout New
South Walcs and into Southern Queenslend has a shaggy coat brownish-black
in coloration. The drooping shagdy coat habitual stoop and robust build
readily distinguishes them from their sleaker:cousins of the forests and
plains. The wallaroo cats grass, roots anl leaves and is reputed to be
able to go without water for a considerable length of time. Due to the
variety.of local conditions,; which vary considerably over its range of
distribution, slight variations in the colour and build of the wallaroo

-may make its identification sometimes' unsure.
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”flnd the way.

_ got back°
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Thls speeics of wxllaroo, ”Osphrantcr robustus"; is almost -entirely
harmless .to man's intérest, this as well as thre naturc of its habitat
perhaps éxplains why it hﬂs survived so Wwell thé orslaught of man. Indeed
it was rocorded in 1931 that this particular species was the most numcrous
of the’ kang rods and wallabices found within tbe bounds of its habitat.

Its rocky rctreﬂts moke pursuit by dogs and men on horses almost futile
while ‘the'. usual run of "sportsmen™ just can't get their cars to them.
They ards thu;ofore llkuly to survive.thc threat of oxt1nct;on that has
clalmed othor spocans,

It is 1ntcrest1ng to note that as carly as 1863 the n=tura11st Gould
recorded hig roelisation of the threat of extinction that faced thv marsuplﬂls
of Australis and thﬁ need for a suitablc conservation programc. ’

s e e

INSTRUCTIONAL VAIK. SR e

‘;Dia ?nybn.y see a swap car 1nstructlonal walk on, tmp Walk
This should be intresting w1th Don Finch ~nd, Snow Brown $0. show'howrnot to

Prospectlvcs will get lots of- cxporlcpce as,thoy w111 thO no optlon
but. to find the Wayu‘ Anywmy with Seven Gods on tne trlp bveryone should

v,

DdTB - nugubt 16 ~ 18.

- COW”A“T = DON FINCH 798-6484 (H) or
. SNO"". BRO'N 25-1927 (B)

e COMING TSST VALK,

Joan Rlbby is leading a test walk to “fitten up'™ some prospectives.
The trip in the Nattai Rlv,r arca includes somu fine river walking in Allum

.River and. Wen, ganderry r‘reoky Joan hasg fovnd that a slicc of the Nattal
- River is m1SS1ng due to thé Lands?' Donurumont nap not joining with the

Military: Map. Oh "ell, anything can happen with limestone miners. -removing
hills.

DﬁTE — ' AUGUST 30 SEPTTIMBER T.° '“CONTACT JOAN RIGBY 39-2741 (8).

PUICCEEY U I
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.. set off from Cowan Station at about 9.45 a.m. for af.
" a non-progremmed, very irrcgular type walk. Our L

from then on it was quite an adventurc. 4 Trig used a

© our destination but with Jack's optimism that

PERRY 'S LET-DO™M 0 o Brim.

. Our party of ten'iﬁcludiﬁg‘tWO‘prospoctives .

detormined leader Jacky'shepherded'us in a northly-
direction and everyt'ing went as scheduled. until we
crossed a part of the nowly constructed highway and

a guide hed boon bulldozed away 2nd the effort of
finding the right ridge without the marker cost us g/
couplc of hours. Ve lunched overlooking Jorusaldm
Bay aware th.t wc still head a fair distance to
cover. Bill Cosgrove at this stage had a sixth
sensc and pulled out to make his way back to
Cowan. .

Somc ridgésﬂlater We'began‘to suquct
that maybe dark would reach us before we roached

the fire trail would be over the noxt ridge
surcly our foars worc notd valid. We did not
roach the firc trail by nightfall end what -
with our almost vain cfforts of scarch for it
by the light of two batterics without a torch
and a torch without batterics we couldn't cven
scc how far we would fall if wo misscd our
footing.

Finally we found the trail, but our joy was
short 1lived as wo couldn't find a way off it
as we needed a path dowm a 50 ft. cliff. One
hour later and many attompts later we we clambecre
down a hazardous creck bed. Only to be thwarted
by 6' lantana ond an oid tip. We bravely crashed
our way through and the railway station was almost
within reach.

Te hadn't quite conguercd our last obstacle’
as when we avrived at Hawkesbury River Station we'
woro. bold that the last train had left. Tith the
sid of a hitched ridec and a taxi to Cowan wc were |
lucky to roach Sydney by 1 a.m. ' \

What a scnd-up for Jack Porryli

S ; . THE S T BUSHWALKER
VISITS CLAUSTRAL CANYON.

CONGRATULATIONS arc in order for Lesley Brown and Neville Page who

rccently announced thelr cngagement.
EST WISHES, NEV. AND IaS.

»



