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“‘Hi,

One can only hail with delight the move by Federation to secure
communal club rooms for all the various walking clubs. In the past
I have suggested co—operation between the walking clubs in setting up
a club room (with atmosphere) to provide a suitable meeting place for
all those who applaud the way of life that bushwalking symbolises.

Having hailed this move with delight, quite sincerely, may I then
go on to inquire, with a pang of regret, why we haven't heard of this
before, and why it is necessary to go to. Martin Place to secure, for
rent, the communal club room. i

We, the S.B.W. are Sydney's largest tlub, and, as. such, should
ratc some say in all these goings on... But we, I fear, are becoming more
of a social, rather than bushwalking, club, and there are several other
clubs with a smaller, but more active, membership. -These clubs are doing
more walking and TAIKING than us, and are undoubtecdly having a larger
influence on trends in bushwalking.' It is not really surprising, therefore,
I suppose, that Federation presents us with a fait accompli.

Now while the idea is admirable, whether we had a say in it or not,
surely we can do better than Martin Place - the very heart of the concrete
jungle. There is only one place for bushwalkers to hold meetings, and
that is in the bush. This, a typical Broocks suggestion, would prove quite
impractical and so we are forced to consider some man-made shelter. Here

the choice is wide, but I conteng we should lean toward the old rather
than the new, the austere rather than the ornate.

Nothing, I feel, could suit our purposes more admirably than an old
warehouse — and I believe there are quite a few going begging around Kent
and Sussex Streets - for here, we could develop a club room that would .
exude the aura of bushwalking. This would make for less formal meetings
and evenings more in that casual spirit we admire. ‘ -

" One thing that would be really worthwhile would be a practice ski-run.
Given a small amount of room, one could be built of second hend lumber for
a lot less than our Treasurer has hidden away. Coir matting makes' a good
surface, for practice, on which all the well-known turns, manoeuvres and

" falls can be tried out. There used to be one of these practice slopes in
Sydney, unfortunately now defunct, but it provided an exhilirating Friday
night's entertainment. The combined bushwalking clubs are just thé group
to re-introduce such a noble .sport - but not in Martin Place. | ‘

The ingenuity of bushwa}kers‘wbuld'be quite. equal to the task of
devising other suitable.activities, only given the space to aperate in,
and the knowledge that a bit of jumping around wasn't going to causs
any excitement.

7
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THE FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING

Jim Brown.

May be it was the absence of the President, abroad on 0.T.G. business,
or maybe the members were simply flexing their larynxes in preparation
for the Anmual Meeting — at all evénts the usually docile Fcbruary meeting
turned into quite a garrulous occasion. : g

The beginning, with Vice-Presisent, Jack Gentle, in the chair was
deceptively quiet. Minutes brought no comment, and (Correspondence being
deferred to a later position in the evening's business) the Treasurer told .
us income had exceeded expenditure during Jamuary, and we closed the Club
year with a current bank balance of £133. '

Alex Colley asked whether the Christmas Party had actually reaped
a £22 profit, and Social Secretary Edna Stretton explained that asbout
£10 had been paid in advance and dealt with earlier in the year, leaving
about £12 to the good. Alex commented that it was still & very good result.

In Correspondence we received a letter conveying Alan Strom's resig-
nation, explaining that pressure of his other activities, precluded him
from active walking and further, he had always rogarded walking as -
secondary to thée allied conservation interest. There was alsc correspondence
to Federation regarding the search carried out in the Burning Palms area
in November, and a letter to Tom Moppett concerning the address on National
Parks Association activitices to be given to the Club later in the month.
The Hobart Bushwalkers were keen to restore us to the list of agents re~
tailing their annual magazine but we agreed to. advise them of previous
problems in this field, and explain that there were other avenues of sale.

Wilf. Hilder presented the Walks Report, cxplaining some trip accounts
were still to come. However, some outstanding December reports included
one covering Sandra Bardwell's trip of December 6-8, which was re-scheduled
owing to wet conditions and went from Oldham's Selection to Mumbedah Creek
and back again. There were many fire and timber roads near the Selecticn
and some good waterfalls in Mumbedah Creek. Stuart Brocks'! Sunday walk on
December 15 proved fairly easy going, except for a couple of miles of scrub
pushing. A jeep track now runs from the West Head Road to the ridge-south
of Great Mackersl Beach, and some attractive secluded beaches near West
Head were found. The Rudolph Cup was postponed from December 15 to a date
to be fixed. : o : ‘ : ' ‘

Lack of Starters caused cancellation of January 10-12 weekend trip and
the January 12 day walk, while the week-cnder of Januery 17-19 was altered
to Mt. Tomah South - Claustral Canyon — Calcutta Falls - Glow qum Cave -
Dunnet's Pass— Camel's Hvmp — Tomah South. David Balmer had a party of
14 for a trip including swimming, wading and wet abseils. Claustral Canyon
contained two abseils of 35 ft and one of 60 ft, as well as a 10 £+ jump
into a pool.
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The only programmed walk for the Australis Holiday Walk was
cancelled — no starters. However, on the previous weekend Jack Perry
provided an unscheduled day walk from Campbelltown to OfHare's Creek
and back, which attracted 6 members and 2 prospectives.

Jack Gentle added a rider that the Lord Howe Island contingent over
Christmas was most active and went walking daily.

' In the absence of the Federation report, Wilf Hilder presented some
notes: he adviged that the tunmnel through the first Narrow Neck was
open again, and also that TFederation was obtaining photo maps of some
areas where the accuracy of recent surveys was gquestionad, Federation
was also canvasging the opinions of member clubs on the desiragbility of
leasing some premises in the City as a permanent Club room. However,
annual rental would amount to about £700, much of which would have 10O
be raised by sub-letting to other clubse. The room would hold about
- 50 people. Search and Rescue was proposing a change of policy, seeking
advice of overdue parties immediately, so that a decision could be reached
whether early or deferred searching wes needed.

_ Some questions werc asked regarding the Club room project and it was

disclosed that the space was in Challis Houss, Martin Place. It was
available for a three year lease, and would be a full-time occupancy. In
order to test the meeting's feeling, Kath Brown moved we inform Federation
that our Club required accommodation for over 100 people and we were
therefore not interested in the proposal. Gordon Redmond explained that
it was not certain that Federation would be allowed to sub-lets it was
pointed out that as a larger club, the increased cost to Federation could
mean a lift in our affiliation fees without real advantage to us. Alex
Colley said office space in the City might become a drug on the market in
a year or so, and the motion was carried.

Reaching Generzl Business it was announced that the day walk for Sunday
February 23 had been converted into a Swimming Carnival, with Nan Bourke and
Brian Harvey joining forces as organisers with leader Helen McMaugh. It
was announced that this was the last chance to put up Constitutional
amendments for debate at the Annual Meeting. Also it transpired that this
year the Federation Reunion would coincide with the Club Reunion. Scme
lisison with Federation had not resolved the clash of dates.

Gladys Roberts reported that the Australia Day weekend at Era had
been made hideous by the tomahawk work of the lst Epping Scout Troop who
had been scen to chop down several green trees. She suggested writing to
 the Troop, but Jack Gentle proposed that the letter.go to the General
Secretary at the State H.Q, from which it would filter down to the offending
Troop. Jack Wren moved an amendment that we ask the Scouting movement
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Cramums o

what action was being taken. Wilf Hilder suggested the Natioﬁa}'Park
Tpust should be informed as well, and in this shap, the motion wag .
carried. Dick Child mentioned that he believed some enlightened Scout-
masters were trying to do away with the axes and Jack Wren said it had
never been Scout P olicy to carry hatchets — but many of them+did.

Frank Ashdown said recently there had been some criticism of members -
by a prospective member. Taking the opposite view, he thought_ggme
prospectives were not sincerely trying to beccme full membersy but were
doing several terms as prospectives, or gaining deferment of @hggr
application. They had been with us too long and the Club shouyld stick to
its membership rules. Jack Gentle said the appropriate motion would
be a recommendation to Committee, and Frank moved accordingly,

Support came from various quarters. Wilf Hilder felt the calibre cf
test walks should not be watered down.  Colin Putt felt mainténance of
admission standards was necessary to ensure that suitable people came into
the Club, and Jack Wren said members of a walking club should be"expected
to walks: he didn't suggest harder standards but adherence to those estab-
lished., We 2ll (or most of us) then gave assent to this pringiple.

David Ingram followed up with 2 blast against the assermblage outside
the clubroon during meetings and lecturess also against thosé others
incapable of sitting reasonable still for 1% hours or displaying the normal
courtesy to speakers and entertainers. Some of the trouble, he suggested,
cam from those who must have a few drinks during the evening and in due
course had to vacate the room again. Without proceeding to a motion, he
. suggested that the restless ones pack near the door to aveid disturbance.

The evening concluded with the usual (or unusual) crgp of notices -
the warning from the Chair to select your nominees for the Annual Election -
the ammouncenent of the forthcoming Car Trial weckend — Mick Elfick to
say that information of the Deua River/Bendethera area wag sought for
conservation purposes - and Colin Putt to seek office workers for a big
publicity drive concerning an expedition to Heard Island.

By which time we were all in good speaking shape for March, and called
it a night at 9.20 p.nm.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT . .
- In our previous issue we omitted to mention that the poen "Bungnonila
first appeared in an anniversary edition of the Catholic BushwglkeT Annual.
Ed.

WOLLANGAMBIE CREEK. This is the area assigned to Sydney Bushwalkers to
explore. Recently, Ross Wyborn and party made a first descent of &
ssetion of the creek he has aptly called "Clatterteeth Canyon" (though
we believe other equally appropriate nanmes were suggested.

Ross's map and description of the trip appear in this issue.
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Extract fron letter to Pad@y Pallin.

Kosclusko - The Tin Mine Avea -~ >:lbv Alley, Hewcastle Ur iversity -

=
College B hvalﬂers.

Four of the boys and I had a trip to the Tin Wine and Pilot, and
you said you would be 1nceres+oa to kncw dnuzh_s ' Uu?o‘*'naﬁely, there
is now a jecp twack from De 3 Horss qu right through to the Tin Mine
connecting with the Limestone track ot the Tin Mine. This’ t+uck passes
right under the Pilot and goes on. inte Victorisz. |

We had intended to take two days ovef the walk to the Tin Mine
because of anticipated difficuliy in fl ing *ke track, but in fact had
an early lunck at Cascade Creek and arrived at the T*n,&ine huts about
5 otclock ~ total distance abouo 16 mLLQs. Tnc welk is mnde¢ubely
interesting except for the last 5 or 6 miles LuO“@ ig watur all the
way. Thce Tin Mine huts consist of the old big hu _Nhlch is beaut1¢u11y
built - split weatherboszrds and shingles, me

IV

(::

sures about 45f x 20% and

is too dirty to be atiractive; Old ubar71e’s Hut (see Gechi Club booklet)
which is rough, clean and comfortable with three bunkss . a hydrology hut -
Tuxuriocus, three bunks. : : - '

It is a 4 or 5 mile walk from th hut to 1 the. P¢¢0i3 and the turn—-cff
sign to ascend the Pilot is cut into a snow gua. The ascent from this
spot takes from half an hour to an hcur,  The return from th e Pilot to Tin
Mine huts can be made the mos® besutiful walk. bj descending into Tin Mine
Creeck and following it until it intercepts the ;een tra 1*‘not far from
the huts. This creek flows down a.peautiful gree w11ey where wild horses
are’ very plentiful. ‘ '

The Tin Mine Falls, which the Gecki Do Vl@u says are 1,600 feet, are
in fact nearer 300 feet. The totel fall, catera cls, stresm bed and every-
thing else over about half- s~mile Lorizentally could be 19600 Teet.

However, it is a wonderiul scenc with great hare ro 5 - We

round trip of it, heviug pmf&Jd s car net far freom © so-s_River. We
had brought a car in from the Ji roa yne to Tngeby: oal alc a jeep track,
‘which takes off near ; 2Xaia : fron hear the
Tin Mine across the 11nun RivER, Stockwhip Hil Bi Gardern to the
Jacob's River and then clinboed wp from the : e to wher

‘we had left the car, The Jacchs Wuore We ’-‘.{ ely'river -

a beautiful place for a camp and 2 bit of fi o
ful trip and especcially good when it is ebls to e
that is one left at Doad Horso fap and one abcvw Jazob'tls River.

=

]
)
v

be ene I would
Bush

Of 211 the huts I have cver secen saﬂﬂaoa Craek” ﬂut
most like to see pruserved. It is 3 won&exiul ¢ra.spie O

Fy b
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IT'S YOUR MOVE NEXT.

Moving into new quarters is no fun, just
~a heck.of a lot of hard work and headache.

However we have managed to complete our move
without disrupting our service to you.

The latest thing for walkers of course, -is our
new address, where we will be able to serve
you better, now that we are settling down.

Mbst walkers will Welcomé Autunn, with it-s
promise of good walking weather.- This is. the
time for harder trips, which test you and your

gear.

Tor the new item you need, or any repair job,
 sec us NOW, it will be a good move on your part.

- Our ski hire bookings are open.

PADDY PALLIN PTY. LID.,
1094 Bathurst Street,
SYDNEY. Ph. 262685.

PADDY PALLIN &2

Lightweight Camp Gear

20t CASTLEREAGH St SYDNEY
BM 2685

s o
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fbarﬁenfer‘s work, is made from aplit alpine ash, the boards being
‘almost’ as neat as if they had been sawn. The minimum of nails was

 -ugel, timber cleats with a fow nails each being used to hold fhe boards

- on the walls. The hut will inevitably be burned and is really ready
to burn. It could and should be tazken to pieces and re—asseﬁblediin
. some gort of folk museum — the privately owned one just outside Cooma
" would be quite suitable. The structure of the hut is in excellent
condition despite its age and neglect, but bark would have to Dbe
stripped from somewhere to re-roof it. Nowadays it is less than 100
~ yards from a jeep ‘rack.

e e o e

THE ORIGIN OF THE "BONE"

Newer members who gaze with mixed feelings upon the mighty lump. of
bone that graces the presidential table, may not be fully aware of its
antiquity and historical importance. It is not hard to imagine some
under-nourished bovine collapsing on a scorching day in Megalong, to have
portion of its anatomy removed some years later by a passing walker.

But say not so! The "Bone" has a more regal origin than this. It is,
in fact, portion of a mighty denizen of the apcient, steamy swamps, that,
before the upright bipeds appeared on the scene, roamed the countrysicde
making great roaring noises that sounded something like "Iwon'tbedruv".
It's name was Mego-stegosaurus Bushwackadon, and its history has been
recorded in poetry for future generations of Sydney Bushwalkers. There
was a time when this was chanted at the reunion coanpfire as the "Bone"
was handed over to the in—coming President:- 5

"Behold the mighty Stegosaur, So wise was he, so wise and solemn,

Famous in prehistoric lore Fach thorught Jjust fi}led a spinal column.
Not only for his weight and strength, If+one brain found the pressure strong,
But for his intellectual length. It passed a few ideag alongs

You will perceive by these remains If something slipped his forward mind,
The creature had two sets of brains - !Twas rescued by the one behind;

One in his head (the usual place), And if in error he was caught

The other at his spinal base. He had a saving afterthoughts ‘
Thus, he cculd reason s priori", As he Zhought twice before he spoke

As well as "a posteriori", He had no judgments to revoke,

No problem bothered him a bit - Tor he could think without congestion
He made both head and tail of it. Upon both sides of every question.”

You now know why bushwalkers are so often caught in two minds,
and why it is so appropriate that our.President should have the only
known relic of the extinct Stego. &

The Stego, became extinct we are told, because he developed the
habit of sitting down.
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THE FTRST DESCENT OF CT-ATTERTEETH CANYON

Ross Wyborn.-

"Do you really know if this creek flews into a canyon?" one -
irate member of the party asked. When I told him I did not really
know and that we were doing a sort of exploratory trip he mumbled
that he should have gone to Danae Brook. Admittedly the scrub was
thick in this section of the creck but we had only just dropped into
it., We left the Mt. Wilson road just before the hill up tc Mt. Wilson
and had wandered down an old track and bashed across some low scrub
to the creck. '

Several hundred yards after dropping into the creek by a small’
side arm, it narrowed into a small canyon. After swirming twe short
pools the morale of the party was raissd at the prospect of finding a
good canyon. However, after this the creek valley seemed to widen, but
no, we were only looking up a side creek, the main creek went around the
corner and WOW! What a canyon. It was a long swim and we couldn't.see
the end of it. After this swim of about 100 yards the canyon again
widened but no, another swim, then another 120 yard swim and yet more
swims until we gave up counting. The name nClatterteeth Canyon" fitted
this canyon perfectly.

At the junction of Bell Creck we left our packs and walked up it
for a short distance. The lower section of this canyon was more
spectacular though, easier than Clatterteeth Canyon. A future trip down

Bell Creck might be worth while. | Note. Numbersirefegsto
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Our canyon had now widened which in a way was a good thing. as
some merbers had now agreed that too much of a good thing was bad or
rather cold. When we reached the Wollangambe Creek I had the job
of finding a cave as I had told the party not tc bring tents because
there would be plenty of caves. Being lazy I settled for a flat patch
of sand and confidently declared that it would not rain tonight. At
9.30 there were a few spots of rain and members scrambled across the
creek to a small glow worm cave. First in got beds on the small dirt
floor while last in had to sleep precariously perched on a two foot
wide rock ledge. It didn't rain after all and there were much better
caves found around the corner in the morning.

The Wollangambe seemed to be a more open canyon at first and bashing
through the scrub was no pleasant jobs After about half a mile, however,
it was necessary to swin a wide low cliffed canyon much to the delight of
some members of the party. After this there were several small swims then
a long swim of about 100 yards and then another approaching a quarter of
a mile in length with some small sand banks. After another 120 yard swim
 lunch was declared on a patch of sand opposite another canyon junction.

" Ways out of the Wollangambe since the .swims began were fow and far between
and some of the party began tc save their food for Monday. Faced with

yet another swim one member in particular tried to c¢limb out here by

doing a hairy traverse but failed to get across it and was forced to swinm.

4 short swim of about 50 yards and ancther about 150 yards long
brought us to where a small side canyon came in on the right. Here we
managed to find a pass out. From above we could appreciaste what a great
canyon the Wollangambe is as it still wound on as far as we could see
through a maze of rough country. Back on Mt. Wilson tlackberries were
the order of the day and a big feast of them was a fitting ending to the
trip.

DAY WAIKS.

" MARCH 22 Waterfall - Kangarco Ck - Karloo Pool - Audley. 11 miles.
. This walk follows the valley of Kangaroo Ck from the source
near Waterfall Stn, to the junction with the Hacking River.
A good pre~Easter walk in pleasant surroundings. Trains 8.20 a.m.
Cromulla train from Central Electric Station to Sutherland.
Change there for rail motor %o Waterfall. Tickets: Waterfall
return @ 6/-. Maps Port Hacking Tourist or Port Hacking Military.
. Leader: Ern French.
APRIL 5. Waterfall - Uloola Falls - Karloo Pool — Heathcote - T miles.
The previous day walk followed the valley of Kangaroo Ck., This
one follows the ridges between Kangaron Ck. and the Hacking River.
Recormended for new prospective members. Trains 8.50 a.n. Cronulla
train from Central Electric Station to Sutherland. Change there
for rail motor to Waterfall. Tickets: Waterfall return 6 f=e
Leaders Dick Child. S S '
APRIL 12 Glenbroock — 01d Glenbrook Tunnel - Lapstone Zig Zag.— Nepean River -
Glenbrook Gerge — Glenmbrook. This outing includes exploration -
_of the original railway route.  Treins 8.20 a.m. Lithgow train
from Central Stean Station, Ticketss Glembrook return 14/3.
Leaders John Holly. c :
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MOUNTAIYN EQUIPMENT

COMPANY

FOR 'FATRY' DOWN SLEEPING BAGS
 YRATRY' DOWN ELCO SKI JACKETS
'FATRY' DOWN EiLLED ALPINE J&CKETS
SLEEPING BAG OUTER CO\}ERS.
AND_NOW |

FRATELLI GRIVEN CLIMBING EQUIFMENT

MAMMUT EVEREST - SWISS NYLON ROPES

12 ORTONA ROAD, LINDFIELD J¥M1440

DROP IN ONE EVENING OR WEEKEND IN YOUR SPARE -
TIME! . -

BUT RING FIRST.
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BATTLE REPORT FROM THE BULLDOZER FRONT.
Frori "On Coliision Courses :Developers and
Park Lovers" in "House and Home," May 1963.

"Housing Industry bulldozers have blitzed into some of the
nation's last precious .enclaves of forest, shore, and send dune in the
last 18 months.... A cursory reading of such battle reports mekes it
appear that developers are winning on most fronts. But there is
another side to the coin: Congress has become sufficiently aroused
to create the first three new national parks in 18 years... President
Kennedy has set up the Bureau of Outdoor. Recreation to spur efforts of
20 federal agencies to save some of the nation's shore and wilderness.
Politicians are finding a new issue in the conservation groundswell, and
" on virtually every govermment level there is evident a new determination
tc spare at least some parcels of beach, stream and canyon from the
civilising mark of concrete and asphalt. What kind of picture does
this present? The image that emerges most clearly is that of Stewart
Udell,: Conservationist. Outgunned and outmanned by mechanized legions
of developers, he still seems to be everywhere, halting briefly to make
a stand and moving to dig in again, always locking over his shoulder,
never more than z step ahead of the bulldozers - a posture draining
sympathy and admiration."

IOODS! by W.H. Auden,
from "The Shield of Achilles".

A well-kempt forest begs .our lady's grace
Someone is not disgusted, or at least

Is laying bets upon the human race
Retaining enough decency to lasts

The trees encountered on a country stroll
Reveal a lot about what country's soul

A small grove massecred to the last ash,

An ook with the heart-rot, give away the shows
This great society is going smashj

They cannot fool us with how fast they g0,
How much they cost each other and the gods!

A culture is no better than its woods.

" SOCTAL NOTES FOR MARCH.
On Vednesday, 18th Merch, Rayner Mayer will give a talk on South
Africa. As you probably know, Rayner hails from South Africa, an so
we can look forward tc an interesting evening.

The only cther evening in March, the 25th has been left clear to enable
everyone to skite about what they are going to do over Easter.
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UNCLE MUST'VE SEEN-ED IT.

Scotty.

I'se tell about a fing, Ma, what Uncle Ian told,

One day when he went campin''an'! caught a dredful colds

He called it a "disease", Ma, this fing I'se going to tell,

An' when I asked him wheré it hurt, he groaned an' said, "Hellin
I fink it's called a bush walker, this fing what Uncle met

The day he cam home snifflin' wiv his trouse's awf'ly wet.

Well, Uncle, when I asked him, said it was a noxious weed,
But I fink it's a monkey, Ma, or somefin of that breed.
- He said it wears a floppy hat, a khaki shirt an' pants,
An' carries 'normous loads around, an' lives on nuts an' ants.
An' the men-ones beat their chests an! yell, "I'm tuffl" until
‘ you quail,
But Uncle says the female is more deadly than the male!

Now, one day Uncle met a lady bush walker, it seems,

An' Uncle fell in lbve wiv her, she haunted all his dreams.

So Uncle went an' bought hisself a khaki shirt and shorts,

An' wombled off one Sunday fer to do his first 'Test Walk!'.

T s'pose that they went welikin®, Ma, but Uncle called it "hike",
Ma, why should these fings want to WAIK? I'm sure I'd raver byke.

They rushed froo woods an' gullies, Ma, d'you firk they were
| afraid?

(I'se not afreid in woods, Ma - becept they's lots of shade).

An' Uncle's lady led the walk, so Uncle did his best.

But they never even stopped once to have a lickle rest:

Till after he had scrumbled on for more than half an hour,

Poor Uncle wilted where he stood, just like a wayside flower.,

An' no one noticed he was left, an no onc stopped tec-see

An' Uncle saw a lickle creck an' made hisself some tea.

An' Uncle nust have slept, Ma, for when he looked around
They's lots of creepy-crawly fings alwrigglin on the grounds
They's snakes, an' ants, an'! lizards, Ma, an' a great 'normous
: - spider,

But wusst of all g BUNYIP, wif a mouth — this wide! - or wider.

An' Uncle, was he fwightened, Ma? Not he! He frew a punch
Right in the middle of the plzce where the Bunyip keeps bis lunch.
But Uncle must of missed, Ma, for the nex fing Uncle knew, |
He's sploshing in the water, wiv his clothses all wet froo.
An jus then Uncle's lady-love came back 4o look for him, |
An' larfed till she was fit to bust, an' asked him could he swim?

An' Uncle lost his temper, Ma, an! said a big, bad WORD,

An' the lady walker lcoked as tho! she didn't ought have heard.
I'se finissed all the story, Ma, diyou fink that it's all true?
D'you fink if I went bBush-welkin’, I:d see a Bunyip, too?

Now Granny says they's no such fings, that Uncle must of dreamed it,
But Uncle's sure an' so em I, that Unclc must've scen-cd it.

" a—tr—_—
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SCIENCE, NATURALLY.,

THE HISTORY OF P’/RRAMATTA.

One can do a lot worse than spend a day roaming around o
Parramatta. If our early history appeals to you, then Parramatta beconmes
a must. Here are some of the items of unusual interest that can be secens—

In Parramatte Park, there is the Governors Bath House, erected
in 1823 by Governor Brisbanes

The site of the first Observatory, built by Governor Brisbane
in 1822, and the 01d Govermment House. The first House, crected in
1790, was re~built in 1799, and duplicated by Macquarie in 1815. Near
the Park gates is a memorial to Lady Fitzroy who was killed nearty, and
in the rose garden can be seen the stone base of the sentry box at the
gate of CGovernment House, laid in 1791.

The Marsden St. dam was the first dam ecrected at this site by
Governor Macquarie, and at the N.W. corner of Marsden and George Sts,
is "Brislington" the oldest existing dwelling house in Parramatta proper
- built in 1821, : :

St. John's Church, appropriately enough in Church Street is
worth inspection. The original church was built in 1803. The towers,
which are still standing, were added in 1818, and the old church was
demolished and rebuilt in the early 1850's.

Cn the site of the present Town Hall ncarby, Governor Macquarie
set up a market place and the first "Fair" in Australis was held there
in 1813. Macquarie also established the practice of holding an annual
feast for the natives here, and the custom was carried on for nany years.

In Alice 3treet just east of Alfred Street is Elizabeth Farm Housc.
This was John Macarthur's homestead built in 1793 and named after his wife.
It is the oldest existing house in Australia,; and scme of the original shingles
are still visible at the gables under a more recent covering. Two inter-
esting things about the homestead are that Sir Henry and Lady Parkes were
for a time tenants and that this was the site of the use of the first
plough in Australia.

-

Alfred Square in Church Street near Victoria Street was the site
of the old gaol. The original log building, built in 1796, was burnt
down and replaced by a stone building in 1804. The first wobllen
goods made in Australia were spun and woven here. In the gaol yard, now
Alfred Park, many criminals and bushrangers were hung. In O'€Connell Strcet
Just north of Ross Street, is Roseneath, a typical one-storey old colonial
home built in the 1830's and probably the finest existing example in
Australia of that period. ‘
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TERRA NOVA — AND THE HEAT WAVE.

Jin Brown

It's not easy these days to find a bit of genuine Terra Nova
within a reasonable distance of Sydney. However, there are o few
places that measure up to the specification ~ no fire trail or
timber cutter's tracks - not even the scratches of hcbnailed boots -
and certainly no enpty cans and bottles.

There is one tract of Terra Nova I had acknowledged for a -
good many years and had mentally promised to visit it, but it was only
during the last few years that a combination of map and ground reconn-
aissance presented an acceptable round trip. To be precise it was
roughly a diamond shaped trip with successive legs running south—east
north-east, north-west and south-west, and each leg of about a day's
stage. Not all of it could be Terra Nova pure and unadulterated, but
there weuld he enough to consider it a ploneering jaunt.

The way I planned to tadkle it, the route began on Nullg
Mountain, a big basalt plateau, pcrhaps the biggest of the residuals
on the Northern Blue Mountains about 20 road miles east of Rylstone.
A fire trail-leads dewn off the south eastern corner of Nulls, and
between the strange peaky hills on the headwaters of the Cudgegong River
to the foot of an old acquaintance, Mount Coricudgy.

g , Tlmber miller's roads go right up and arocund Coricudgy overlooklng
first the tops of Wollemi Creek (Colo sys®en) and coming at the north
eastern end to a ridge separating two tributary arms of the Hunter River.
Out along that ridge lies another beautifully isolated, austere basalt
crown about 400C £t high, Mt. Coriaday, and from it ridges run out north
and east intc the Hunter Valley system, some at least dropping into the
cultivated land along Widdin Breok.,. The western wall of "iddin Brook is
formed by the ridge running north from Nullo, and so—presto. the circule
was closed.

0f course, like all truec examples of Terra Nova, the maps are
inadequate. Most of the tentative plamning had to be done off the
quarter-scale Singleton Sheet (about 1" = 4 miles). There wasn't much
detail, but what there was suggested quite a deal of up-and-down-hill
werk, some probably qulte steep. It didn't look like a surmer weather
Jaunt.

As Portune's wheel turned, ny chance to try it came in January.
And, just before the final plans were made, two new naps, Olinda and
Coricudgy, becane available. The first erbraced the south end of Nulls
Mt.s the second showed a trail running north along the ridge from
Coricudgy, and going on tc an un-naned high plateau a couple of miles
west of Coriaday, while the mountain itself - Coriaday - just squeezed
into the top of the sheet. Between Coriaday and Widden Brook and backto
Nulls was still Terra Incognita.
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Monday, Jamary 6, the temperature in Sydney was 86s it was
a good deal hotter west of the Dividing Range where I was driing
north from the Riverina to the walking ground. So hot, in fact, that
it was nore confortable to keep on driving into the night so that
I had the wind of travel. Night was spent by the roadside about 15 miles
south west of Bathurst, and when the norning promised more heat I got
away early - at 5.30, and by 8.30 a.n. had reached Rylstcne, via
Bathurst and Sofala. An hour later, with a smoky blueness dwelling
over the hills, I cam to the top of Nulls Mountaing to leave the car
in a pleasant grassy, forested place just along Fire Trail No. 31.
I started to walk at 9.45.

The Fire Trails in the Northern Blue Mountains scen to receive
scant maintenance, and although it was quite clear where it desconded
off the mountain, it scon became overlaid with tirber cutters roads,
and by 11:30 it was quite evidegt I had nislaid the correct way, and
was going south west — about 90 off course. In some chagrin I took
to the scrub, bearing cast, and about an hour later came tc a shallow
vajley, with a trail running something between south and south east,
and even a yellow pointer reading "Fire Trail to——" (no nare). It
pointed toward Nulls.

This was Never Never Creek, where I stopped for lunch. Down in
the valley the wern west-wind didn't have much effect and I realised
" it was really extremely hot. During the next hour I crossed two or three
enall creeks and sat in each one to pour tepid water over nyself. Between
crecks I walked with a piece of saturated towelling around my neck, dripping
down ny spine.

Semewhere about 2 ofclock I came to the only property on the route
"The Nolle". The tenant farmer, whom I net just beyond the homestead
told me (in answer to my opening renerk "Picked a crock daoy for this gane")
it was 102° on his verandgh. I later learncd Sydney had e neximum 105O
that day - so I quite believe him.

He was a helpful citizen, and offered a ride on the plough drawn
by his tractor up to the "top paddock" where the fire trail went on up
intc the gap between Mount Kelgoola and Mount Nidderula, two conical
wooded hills standing perhaps 1000° above the upland valley of the farn.
I could have walked just as fast bubt it was uphill and over 1000, so I
decided it would be churlish to decline.

, Leaving the plough well up on the flank of Kelgoola, I nade up
through the gaps in the grassy valley beyond, the fire trail vanished,
but it was fairly easy to work out its line, and presently I stopped
for photograrhic-purposes just beyond Gavin's Swanp. Here I found the
heat had driven my coupled lightmeter quite crazy - it tried %o tell nme
T needed 100th at £4 (at 3.30 on a brilliant afterncon). I also found
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an 8 oz slap of cheese in my pack had turned to a viscoéus liquid.
Fortunately, it was sealed in cellophane and there it stayed, a
cheese borb which dissolved daily, for three days. I wasn't gane
to open it lest it dribble greasily all over my gear.

Another hour, during which some of the ferocity passed fron
the sun, brought me to the. Coricudgy Road, half a nmile from the foot
' of thé mountain. I decided on.a rest before the climb, so had an early
evening real and cool—off in the head of Cudgegong River between 4.30
and 5.45 p.n. The west wind was still blowing as I went on, and it made
the hill endurable. The grade is not unduly steep, and about 7.15 I
‘was on top, to find that the Army has been there in force. hater I was
given various figures of 3,000 to 5,000 troops on the nountasn during
the big November excercises. : :

 Coricudgy commends some remarkable views, but at that past—-sundown
hour they were not photographic, so I quickly set up my tent,. and walked
. to a spot where I could watch the clouds welling up in the western sky.
For once on a trip I sincerely wished a weather change -~ even rain.

Half an hour later I was wishing it even more fervently. As
I settled to sleep I became aware of a glow seen through the gap at the
end of the tent. Closer checking revealed pinpoints of bushfire light -
but how far away? - Could be anything from 500 yards to 5 miles. It took
another hour to induce that fatalistic frame of nind — "no use dashing
off scmewhere. . Go to sleep andsee what happens." Eventually I did go to
sleep - and nothing-happened.

Wednesday morning came in still hazy and overcasts to the west,
crags and mountains of all shapes stuck up from a milky sea of mist and
bush fire smoke. I was ready to go by 5.45, but the light was not
photographic, so I voted ageinst going north along the crest, and elected
to go back down a few hundred feet and follow the forester's road which
flanks the.Southern and eastern slopes of the nountain.

. .During this manoeuvre a few small showers of rain blew up, but
didn't have much cooling effects and it was still humid and hazy when,
at. 7,30, I set:off down the north eastern ridge into the saddle, with
_Doriaday ahead and a little to my right as target. ,

The trail shown on the new Coricudgy map was there - a jeep track,
very steep at first, and somewhat overgrown, presently levelling out and
winding between patches of newly burned bush. Some of the fallen tirbers
were still spoking, but since almost all the dry litter on the ground
had been burned, I felt there was little risk of a fresh outbreak at

that point. .
7O BE CONTINUED
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‘THE CAR TRIAL

David Ingran.

The Car Trial, which has becone sufficiently popular to
warrant inclusion in each Summer Prograrrie, was held on 15th-16th
Februery. The starting place was the Melba Theatre Strathfield, where
‘a representative gathering »f Club personalities asserbled with their
vehicles. By 1.0 p.r:. most of then were on their way, clutching clue
- and answer sheets in their hot little hands - it was a hot days tont

Ve answored such queries as "What was Norton Doing?" Chipping!
(Chipping Norton), and "What type of plane is not allowed to use the
Aerodrone (Bankstown) except in an emergency?" To ensure a corrent
answer, Esme Biddulph rang up the Aerodrome to enquire just what the
situation was. This enterprising nember succeeded, also, in acquirin’

. g couple cf excellent Curberland County Council publications on the
. history of_the,district from local historians to whom she was directed
during her search for information. ‘ )

After a good look at Historical Liverpoolj a fast run was
nade to Comden. South of the town, it was necessary to ncgotiate the
0ld Ragorback R, where an approaching thunderstorn made it advisable
to lose no tinc on this section which could become slippery after rain.
The "Roynl George' at Picton proved a welconc stopping place to enquire
"the price of a riddy of beer in the public bar!" Then on to "Thurlmere!
(1?) Lakes (formerly Picton Lekes) to a grassy, cool camping spot on
Mountain Leke, where Blue Gun Creck begins en route to the Nattai River.
After tea, checking the answer sheets in the presence of nost of the
contestants created a diversion, as did some of ‘the answers and corments
fron the asssoblage. : " : -

_ Next morning was cool and bright and, in response to a request by
one of the contestants, who, with her daughter and other children, wanted
more time for swirming, the start wes delayed until 10. a.n. The run
vedk via Bargo Bridge to Picton was. uneventful, except that a bridge. in

~ Picton had been closed for repairs since the route of the trial had been
surveyed by the organlsers, thereby creating a nild diversion in several
directions. The trial finished at Comeaux Dan where pleasant surroundings
and excellent picnic facilities had Junch easy.

Most contestants scored very well duriig the norning run and the
final result was a tie hetween Kath, Jin and Christine Brown:in one car
and Esne Biddulph, Joan Kelp and Raymon U'Brien in the cther.

It was gonerally agreed, amongst those taking part, that
the whole affair was thoughtfully organised so that there was no
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need to rush between points where answers were to be found. Now,
the organisers think that they should rest on their laurels and
some new organisers with new jdeas should take over for next year,
so that they, the present organisers,; Nay take part in any future
car trizl and try out their sbility to solve clues as well as
devise then.

Letter to the Editor from Nan Bourke.

I an sure that vHousebound!s" sad 1little poen in last
nonth's nagazine struck a responsive chord in many an S.B.¥, bos§m.

Paddy and I think the idea of a baby minding bureau an exchsllent
one and want our names on the list, both as twilling to mind" and
Neager to dump" . We have two handicaps, Rosemary T, and Brian, 3, and
T +think we could cope with an additional two, preferably about the
sane age.

This thing will probably need some experiment, but I'm sure
that if we can find enough parents willing to give it a goy We can
work ocut a suitable systeri. I'm even willing to volunteer as organiser,
so if anyone is interested would they please see 1€ in the Clubroom,
at the Reunion or give me a rang at 539736 -

S.B.W. SWDDING CARNIVAL RESULTS 1964

Men's Open Championship.

1, Geofge Gray 2. Don Hodge . 3, Bruce McInnes.

& -

Ladies' Open Championship
1. Helen Gray 2. Nanette Bourke 3. Lynette Hyland (p)

Men's Breastroke o
1. George Gray 2. Lawrcnce Quaken 3. Paddy Bourke

Ladies! Breastroke

1, Nanette Bourke 2. Helen Gray 3. Gladys Roberts

Men's Long Plunge
1. George Gray 2. Brian Harvey 3. Bruce McInnes

Ladies' Long Plunge S,
1. BHelen Gray ¥ 2, Lynette Hyland () 3. Nanette Bowkke

Mandelburg Cup - Joint Winnderss: Stan Madden Hyland (P)

Henley Memorial Cup -~ George Gray. Runners—up: Helen Gray and
Nanette Bourke.

e E———— S ——



- HOW MAKE AND SELL UNDEE LICENSE

il ; g . 57

' AS USED @Y Sif EDMUND HILLARY
ON MI$ MT EVEREST EXPEDITIONS

PLUS TEE NEW TERYLENE RIPSTOP CANVAS, TAN CR GREEN
' STANDARD TANKER MODEL £14/17/6. POST FREE.

KIMPTON®S

"EIDERLITE sieer: NG BAGS

AEE MADE IN 3 POPULAR MODELS

ARCTIC: FOR SUB-ZERO TEMPERATIRES. Cellular
type with imterior walls ~ this ensures a
complete unbroken cell of Superdewn around the
sleeper. It is 6'6" x 30" and is filled with
2% 1b, of Superdown. The price, post free, is
£13/13/0.

SHCO®: Tailored hood = 36" nickel zipp up
chest. Circuler insert for the feet. Cut
6' x 30" plus hood filled with 1% lbs. Super—
down. £10/7/~ or £9/9/6 featber down filled.
Post free. :

COMBIHATION QUILT - SLEBPING BAG, Can be used
365 days each yeer as an eiderdown quilt, and
1f required for a sleeping bag it is folded ir
naif and zipped across the betiom and up tha
side to meke a bag. Two of these sipped
together make 2 double. Superdown filled
£11/8/6. Featherdown £9/9/6. FPost free

SLEEPING BAG XKITPS: Make it yourself --all components
cut to size. BSAVE £1 om each of the above modele by
sewing and f£illing your own bags. Eaquiries welcome.

Kimpton y. %mw Mills 2%

PYY. LTD. 5 Budd 5t,, Collingwoods VIC.
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