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The song of a swan is a sad, sad sung.

The 'Americen® Negros, deprived forever of their verdnnt veldts gave
theirs to future generations in palpitating, cight=to-tho-bar blues,
Shokespeare, "‘Gilbert and Sulliven, Chips Rafferty - these have all had their
turn and now, I find, it's mine.
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Tou, oh.astute rcader, will feel compelled to remark that this is
not necessarily so.; Statisties, and more particularly those of bush-
walkers, indicate a rcluctance for change-in the status quo. "In fact,
you will go on to point out, editors usually resign, albeit as subtly
and graciously as the situotion permits., . ... . . . e : S

_ These, however, are small crumbs of comfort on the editorial
plate, - e

Though, by tradition,. the Brooks from woy back hawve becn fesigned
by mature, thcy seldom remove themselves voluntarily, There is many
a host and proprietor who rues thiz family failing.,

But, with all this, there is a residual clement of doubt, and, come
what may, a swanwsong in March is as oppropriate and necessary as a
does of sulphaguanadine after a trip down Kedumba Creck,

Nostalgicly, one must confess that the lot of editor is not all sack-
cloth and ashes. In thesc pages, one can ery, cajole, ccherce nd criticise
without cousing comment (well, more or less). .t home, I would cither have
to wait my turn, or be told to go and feed the cat. 4t work, such behivicur
would evoke a coldly critical recitation of the aporopriate instruction
regarding tacit and unquesticning co—-gperation with top management. Thesc
pages therefore afford a safety valve for those normal repressions which
are, for editors in particular, slirhtly accentuated by the cares of office.

Preparations for departure wuld not be complete without some indication
of gratitude to those who strew the editor's path with rose petnls - to the
various contributors of erticles (may their tribe increasc), to Dave Ingram
for his punctual and informotive notes on Day Winlks and thc Federntion
Report (we are looking for o stand-in for Daveé, by the woy), to Alex Colley
whose accurate and attractive accounts of General Meetings turn up at my
place with the same regularity as the milk bill, and to the girls who,
though perhaps not silently, produce the not inconsiderabic effort required
to type, duplicate, assemble and sell, '

Win, losec or draw, I am pleased to have had' a part in whipping-along
the tired old horse for another year. '

W.L.P.S, = ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The annual general meeting of the Wild Life Preservation Society will
be held on Monday, March 18, in the New Education Fellowship Room,
263 Castlereagh Street, Sycney at 7.L5 p.m., After the general business
there will be an address by v, F. Hersey of the Fauna Protection Panel
on "ispects of Wild Life Conservation in N.S.W."  Wild types especially
welcome, » ' )
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AT QUL FEBRUARY MEETING .
4. Colley.

One new member, ‘Peter uempu, WS weicomcd by the Presicent at the
start of the meutln .

From correspondence we learned thot the routs to Tuglow Caves
through Jack Denis' farm was now closed (due to the behaviour of many
of the people who used it). However it is possible to drive even closer to
the Caves by roing 8 miles alongs a new fire trail, and so a walk is s“va
Also in correspondence was a letter of thanks from the Boy Scout's
Association for assistance in rescuing the two scouts in Arcthusa Canyon;
and a letter from the Water Board re walking in the Warragnmba catchment.
For somec areas a permit from the Board is necessary, but for others a
badge of membership of a bushwalking Club or a certificate of membership
would be sufficient. Of intercst to gardencrs was & copy of "Living

Farth" deseribing a means of dealing with oaxalis.

~From the Social Secretary's report we lenrncd thot the hall for the
Christmas Party had been successfully booked for TFriday Deccmber 13.

Ccmrﬁitee reported that it had considered the subscription rate for
. posted Club magazines, and was of the opinion that it should remoin at
15/—, The opinion of the meeting was sought and the Committee's view was
supported without disscnt.

The President then awarded prizes to Kevin Ardill, whose team won the
car trial, and to Peter Reynolds and John Mulligan, who came second.

In his walks report Wilf Hilder told us that on Jamuary 6, Elaine

- Metealf took 6 members and 1 prospective from Lilyvale to Burnlng Palms,
Fra and Garie, Although the track was still waterlogged after recent
rains, the weather was mild and the sw1mm1np at Era good. On Jamuary 11-12
and 13, Wilf led 3 members along the 4% miles of granite gorges above

. Megalong Creelk. There were good swimming pools, but it was a long walk

as it started from Shipley and went right back to Kotoombae., On 18,19 and
20th Wilf led a track clearing weck-end (1 starter) to blaze Starlipht’s
trail on the Nattai River., Several by-passes were cut out of the track and
paint blazing used to mark the track in difficult places. Eisht members, -
5 prospectives and 3 visitors attended the instructional wesk-ond at O'Hare's
Creck on week-end 18-20th, led by Bob Godfrey and Roy Croges. On Sunday

9 members and 3 prospectives led by Frank Leyden joined the party and ¥Prank
demonstrated the Colin Putt method of waterprooflnﬁ packs, also the Hull-
Pelham method 2nd the Paddy Pallin inflatablc cushion method. Frank's
walk on the next, long, weckend was an acquatic and ;astronomic success.
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The weather was fine and hot, the water clear and cool, and there blacke
berries, oranges, lemons, quiness and peachos for those with cnerey t?
reach out and pick them. On the same wecle—cend Alan Round led two members
from Tolwong Road to the Ehtrema, Jones' Creck and Edwards Falls. Apache
Creck was explored and an impassable waterfall Jiscovered., Wilf took

a party of nine down the Kowmung from the Boss liountain fire trail th?ouph
the granite section and up Miscry Ridge.” Frank Loyden's hidden campsite
below the Morong Creek Cascade was located and used. A 2ft fresh

added to the interest of the swims. It also took one member over an

8ft waterfall, but he come up again.

At the end of the meeting it was anncunced that the Water Board gate

on the road to Lake Eckersley would be open for those driving to the.
swimiing carmival. Thus another welk was saved,

EXTRACTS FRCM LETTER TO FEDERATICE FROM METROPOIITAN WATER
BOARD . :

Bushwellking Restrictions in the Warragamba Catchment Area.

"The Board now requires that all persons wishing to bushwalk within
the proclaimed Warragamba Catchment Area outside the two mile zone from
the top level of the stored water (within which access is prohibited)
must first of all obtain a permit from the Board authorising their entry.
For your information, a map is enclosed showing details of the portion
of the catchment area in which access is prohibited (shown by red tint)
and the area in which entry is normally restricted to persons in possession
of a permit from the Board (green tint); the area left untinted may be
emtered by members of the public without permit on any occasion.

In the case of members of Clubs affiliated with your Fedsration,
the Board is however awarc that such persons can be expected to be well
versed in matters of busheraft, hygiene, fire protection stc. and, on
thesc grounds, it is preparcd to allow parties from affiliated Clubs to
enter the restricted zone showm in green tint without first having to
obtain special permits. Howevér, it is expected. that the leader of any
such party will carry with him, as it is understood is thc general practice,
a badge of membership or certificate etec. from either his Club or the
Federation which need to be made available for perusel by Boa rd's Ranger
at any time if so desired." -

. (It is understood that small copies of the map referrcd to will
- shortly be available to the public. If this rumour turns out to
be false we will print a copy in'the mag., Ed.)

2t

REMEMBER - March 20th. Members Slide Night., Members and prospectives
are invited to show thedr-iatest slides on this night.
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Letters to the Editor.

Sir’ . . e .o
During the year, several Committee Members, aged 30 years or -

more, who participate actively in Club affairs, have béen made vaguely
aware that anybody over 30 years is regarded by mony members under 30,

as definitely ancient, irrespective of the amount of CNergy they possess.
The January Committee Meeting was advised by an over 30, that these
arbiters of ancient and modern human beings consider that Comnittee | .
comprises too many ancients. ' '

This situtation is not entirely new and has occurrcd before,
The Annual General Mesting is almost upon us. What a God-sont opportunity
for the under 30's to come forward in numbers and take over some of the
executive positions. A1l that is needed is tact, plenty of time and
ability to do the numerous tasks promptly and efficiently, ond of course,
a modicum of common sense, The present committee will be delighted to
hand over the reigns.

Let us have a bit of hot competition for executive pdéitions as vas
the case 15 years ago, when some of the over 30's were under 30,

Ancient Committeeman.

Poor domesticated Tditor — Wahroonga wrapped., 25.11,62

What you missed to-day — the champ of all sunday walks - for both
quantity and quality, Frank Leyden'’s to Burning Palms via Lilyvale. A
day with a gloomy start - but expanding into a day of sparkle, true bush
conviviality. And « as I disocvered at Central, it was an unmprecedented
assemblage of train-borne car owners -~ maybe this set the flavour for
the day. For all - from eyecpe to final ooray — were free from cartension
orbiting along at 60 m.p. soaking in security. Imagine it - 30 odd!

(not too) a blend of very young — and long time since = S.B.W, even one
not too tottering octo.

The unflecked sky, bluer even then a certain 0! how unduloting girl
filled costume, 4nd all a sparkle, the ocean below - the glistening
leaf multitude, and the sparkle of flowing stimulating chat and back
chat of happy S.B.W. surfing and turfing.

- "And not one more caress could have been added to the soft zephyring
sou-caster, or one more degree to the teip. or one more leaf above or
underfoot, 'And best of all - attention ye tigers - hours and hours to
trifle with, and luxuriously spend. i day of perfection,

' Taro.
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Letters to the Bditor (comtd).

Reticent as I am, I feel compelled to put pen to Paper in protest
against certain aspects of Eff Sce Wun's article in your February
issue.,

With threc young sons around, Stan and I have always been careful,
leastways, about the reading motter we allow in the house. The S.B.W.
magazine has usually proved suitable enough, particularly as we would
like the boys to be interested in the simple, motural pleasures.

But really, the observance of the hasic rules of hygicne does not
seem much to wish for, even among walkers. Fancy eating food ten
pairs of strange hands have hondled! and all eating out of onc billy
indeed! I can think of nothing more repugnant excopt perhips A Leydon
wallk, ’

anxious Eastwood lMother.

In reply to "Curious Heacdhunter',

In his letter in the February mogazine "Curious Heacdhunter! asks what
has happened to the malnstay of the mogazine - accounts of walks. Such
articles were usually written not about the weekmend official walks, but
about iong walks in new, difficult, or ctherwisc interesting country -

a type of walking now almost a thing of the past. As C.H. is out of the
country, he probably doesn't know what goes on here., There are two good
reasons why long walks are seldom done now. These are:

1. There is nowhere to wolk. The best wallks used to be done on old
bush tracks, not far from Sydney. Nearly all these tracks are
now converted into roads, or have become muddy fire trails which
may run through catchment areas, I suspect that the authorities
have simply taken Myles Dunphy's walking meps and run o bulldozer
over all dotted routes. The only way to cscape road walking is to
get imbo theé very rough country, or follow the streams - usually
tough going, and few do it. :

o
2. Club members, like everyone else, prefer motoring to walking, Whereas
a new road was once lamented, now it is consicdered to “save! a wallk.
A'nd as roads toke you almost everywhere, there is no need to walk
to see the country, - ’
hose few dichards, cr youngs enthusiasts, who ¢o still like walking,
often have to motor a long distince to pet beyond the Lulldozers. They
have to rcturn to their cards, and the temptation to cut the circuit and
shorten the walk becomes irrcsistibl.. The motor trips pet longer and the
walks shorter till it becomes just motoring. Comping miy fo on for a while,
cbut it won't be long before ex-bushwalkers, like everyonc clsc, teke to
motels,
AJGe Colley,
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1963 ANNUAL SWIMMING 'CARNIVAL._

Due to cool, overcast weather the attendance at this year's event -
the twenty-fifth carnival -~ was a little disappointing, but nevertheless
the races were comtested with great enthusiasm with many close finishes.,
Many new faces were seen on the starting blocks for the first time and
as a result some old stars! heads tumbled before this younger new blood.
It is thought thot the Christmas trip down the Kowmung River gave some
an opportunity for a little quiet training!

o Results.
Men's Open Chompionship Iedies' Open Championship
1. Richard Plantinga 1. .Sandra Bardwell
2. Tony Queitzsch 2. Nanette Bourke
3. Lewrence Quakin . . 3. Margaret Wilson
Men's Breastroke C!ship Ladics' Breast-stroke C'ship
1. Lawrence Quakin 1. Sandra Bardwell
2. Richerd Flantinga 2. Nenctte Bourke
3. Ross Wyborn 3. - -

Mandelberg Cup Mixed Handicap.

1. Ross Wyborn and Nanette Bourke
2. Tony Queitzsch and Sandra Bardwell
3. Geoffrey Boxhall and Nancy Mopnett.

Underwater Swinm.
Fes - 1. Richard Plantinga. 2. Lowrence Quakin, 3. Tony Queitzsch.

Iadies. 1. Sandra Bardwell. 2, MNanette Bourks. 30 -

Long Plunge.

¥en 1. Bob Godfrey. 2. lLawrence Quakin. 3. D. Wyborn.
Ladies. 1. Sandre Bardwell 2. Nanetie Bourne. 3. Nancy Moppett.

Henley Memorial Cup for Point Score.

1. Sandra Bardwell (toc hold cup)
2. Richard Plantinga

3+ Nanette Bourkc.
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DY WiLKS.

Minto - Bushwolkers'! Basin - Ceorpes iver — Long: Point =~
Inglceburn, 12 miles. .

Bushwaollicrs! Basin is one of the finest frosh water pools
around Sydney. Some road wolldns and some scrub Lashing

is involved on this trip.
- Train: 8,25 a.m. Goulburn train from Central Steam Station.

Tickets: Minto rcturn @ 7/1. Mop Camdon Mlitary.
Leader: David Ingrom,

Waterfall — Heathcote Creek — Heathcotc., 8 miles.

Excellent for new mewbers, Passes throuch portion of the
Heathcote Primitive Area, which is to be enlarged consicderably
in the near future, Good swimning pools along Heathcote Creck,
Train: 8.50 asm, Cronulla Train from Central Electric Station.
CHANGE AT SUTHERL/ND for rail motor to Waterfall. '

Tickets: Waterfall return @ 6/-. Map: Port Hocking Tourist
or Camden Military. ‘
Leader: Grace Rigg.

G lenbrook - Glenbrook Gorge « Nepcan Lookout - Eurcka —
Glenbrook. 12 miles.

An opportunity to stretch the limbs before that Easter walk.
The Gorgé is rocky and the climd to Nepean Lockout is a
scramble, then scratchy to Burcka.

Train: 8,20 a.m Lithyow train from Central Station.

Tickets: Glembrock return at about 1./6. Mop: Liverpool Milit.
Leader: Ern French.

oy et e e

I' . LECEND IN MY LIFETTIIO.

I'm a Legend in my LAfctime: E. Biddulph.
1 have walked from John O'Groats
To Land's End - and then across the Statcs.,

I'm a Legend in my Iifetime -

I have spurned all proffercd totes

and WALKED - in Aussie too - in fact I'm what it takes.

I'™ a Legend in my Lifetime

And yet and yet (I'tell you true)
The Sydney Bushies, all ssve one,
Answered like the self-same PARIOT
"What in Heaven's name are you?!

BEING a2 Legend in my Lifetime

I camnot take a fun

To any of that uperceptive crew

BUT, instead, I'11 honour him who

Knew me for myself.... He'll zet a CARROT!

- ey G st s gt



3

/”"W
d

"% ?«?’ ﬁ y’f‘; D

)} "You will be pleased to know. that my 8' long Golden
Tan Tent is still performing well, it doesn't leak
a drop.” It has withstood 21l the sou'west has
hurled at 1’0."

A couple of pats on the back from Bruce Davis of
the Hobart Na]lc_nw Club who has just returnced from
~his 20th trip to the rugged southwcst area of
Tasmania.,

Welve always been enthusiastic about our Golden

Tan lightweight japara for tents, it has so many

| good qualities that make it ideal for your purpose,
Very fine weave, hard driven, lightweight and strong.
It is cut and put together with great care using the
best ﬁdc‘ltlonal matericls reguired in a fine tent.

You too will be pleased to own a tent like this,
4 Order one socn, |

From -

Paddy Pallin Pty. ILtd,,
Q0L Castlersagh Street,
Sydney, 26~2685.

rders required now so that we may give you the

? {aster very soon - repairs to equipment or speeial
// ervice you desex-ve.

pki hire boold.ngs are now opens

@ﬁ@?&‘“{ @A&m 0 fiifq
Lightweight Camp Gear
- "?aa ASTLEREAGH St SYDMEY
8?&52685 ) .

R T Wy Lo
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THE KOSCIUSKQ PRIMITIVE ARTA,

- Manhole.

Walkers everywherc will note with satisfaction the recent proc-
lamation of 70 square miles of the Kosciusko State Park as a primitive
area.

This is the culmination of six year's representations from parties
concerned for the preservation of this unique area, It is interesting to
note that this is the first occasion on which scientists, in the interests
of science, have acted in consort with the better known preservation
bodies such as NPA and WIPS, While the latter two societies were interested
in preserving this area in its matural state‘phrely ag a national heritage
that future genmerations could enjoy, the Austrblian Academy of .Science
put forward the following further arguments in support of its retention
as a primitive area. "

1. It is the only extensive Alpine area in the whole mainland continent
of Australia, and no area in the whole continent more truly merits
reservation.

2. Tt inciudes, with a few miles of traversej the highest mountqiins in
the comtinent, with an unmatched‘altitudinal sequence from 1500 to
7300 feet.. . : : '

3. Within the area arc well-defined moraines, cirques, polished pavements,
glacial varves and a series of glacicl lakes uniguc in the Australian
mainland, .

4o It contains the best development of alpine flora of the mainlond,
including two plant communities not represented clsewhere, and several
species not found elsewhere in the continent.,

5« It is wetered by permanent Alpine streams, some contoining the original
flora and fauna as yet unaltered by the introduction of trout or by
stream diversion. :

In 1958 a submission was made to.the Kosciusko State Park and the
Federal Government in the above terms, recommending as strongly as was
possible, the setting aside of the area shown in the map as a primitive area,
Now four years later, this has finally borne fruit.

When, in 194, the Kosciusko State Park Trust was constituted it was
easy complacerntlyto view the future of this alpine area, embracing 2100
square miles. The Trust, as a body of responsible citizens, would be charged
with the development and protection of this area., Amongst the powers
given then was the following - ‘

"The Trust moy retain as a primitive area such part of the Kosciusko
State Park (not exceeding one tenth of the area of the Park) as it
may think fit",
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In‘the ensuing 18 years the Trust has done an excellent, job. (Your
author, for example, has suffered the indignity of being instructed by
& K.S.P.Te ranger to keep his camp-fire smeller in future as "bushfires
are such & Dm——-y mendce",) . : o

No one could have anticipated the rapid growth in popularity of
skiing, and the Trust is to be céngrotulated for develqping_the facilities
in the park in the way they have, encouraging the formation of clubs and
restraining exploitation.

But it was a bitter pill for the nature lovers. Thredbo, Perisher
and Smigzins werc transformed into thriving commwnities where it was
impossible to move more than a few yarcs without falling over a hut,
outhouse or ski-tow, '

The Trust, keeping.in mind the greatest Lood for the groatest number,
is now preparing plans for a massive parking arcea below to snow line with
co-ordinated amenitics including a ferry service to the sld lodgerg, No
one could cavil at this. It is what the public wants and the Trust serves
the public, But the un-tamed areas are rapidly deminishing.

. Then, of course, we have the spectacle of the Snowy Mountoins Hydro-

clectric Authority. With machine-dge efficicncy and ruthlessness they
have invaded the Park, built roads, thrown up earthworks, dammed rivers
and criss~crossed the"countryside with tower lines. Onc could not defend a
position opposing this, It is & scheme of urgent national importance and
to their credit; the Authority has been most concerned and active in causing
as little damage as possible; in fact, re-afforestation and the prevention
of erosion is an importent part of their work.  However, the following
statement from the Authority would leawe any primitive person cold - "Seenic
value is largely a metter of opinion and in a mumber of countries; hydro-
electric works of the type associated with the Snowy Mountoins scheme are
considered to add to the natural attractions,."
‘ This was the settiry for the battle of the. "Primitive Area'’s As well,

of course, there were other bodies directly concerned with the area, these
being The Department of M2in Roads, The Soil Comservation Service, the
Geehi Ski Club, and The Cooma Shire Council, Any public servant, past

or present, would quail at the thought of-trying to push a proposal through
such an administrative labyrinth, ” . ;

But success has been achieved and must. greatly hearton-all.those
associated with the fermulation of the proposal,

The aim of the scheme is to preserve a natural roéreation and sclentific
area which will be used by skiers, fishermen, compers, wilkasand tourdists
and yet will not be destroyed in the process.
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The chairman of the Trust, Mr. Howard Stanley, is quoted as sdying
"We have no intention of keeping people out of the area; 1in fact, the
Trust is arxious to attract increasing murbers of visitors. What we
will do is prevent road and engineering works, building and other forms
of commercial development which could interfere with the character of
the area,"

~.The area has been designed to exclude most of the Snowy scheme and
the ski cenmtres, but be close enough to bdth to be easily accessible to
visitors. The Superintendent of the Park, Neville Gare, says "The idea
is that people can drive up to the primitive area or go up by chairlifts,
and suddenly find themselvos in ancther world."

These are admirable sentiments, and dncswhich can be roceived with a
certain amount of confidence. Certainly, the Park Trust during its nineteen
years of office has not betroyed the faith placed in it and there is every
reason .to believe that this Primitive irea will be superviscd in a spirit
in keeping with the motives of its protagonists.

- Recently, in the last two weeks in fact, the Park Trust has twice
demonstrated its firm resolve to abide by the principles of the Primitive
lirea,

On the first occasion, the Commissioner of the S,M.H.E.A. publicly
criticised the Chairman of the Trust, Mr, K.C., Cempton iLL.A., for their
stand, as the Authority had planned to build a dam at Spencer's Cr. (which
wauld flood part of the Area covering up same rare glacial striations)
and a 6 mile aqueduct through the area. We all know what that would
do to it.

Secondly, the Trust was attacked by the President of the Australian
Alpine Club (according to the "Daily Telegraph") for not permitting the
re~building of Kuhama Lodge, destroyed some years ago by avalanche, in
the upper area.

On both occasions the Trust has stood firm,

It i5 refreshing to see a body of citizens prepared to stand by their
convictions despite pressure from outside. This club at its last General:
Mceting forwarded a letter to the Minister for Ccmservation applauding the
creation of the Primitive .. rea.

. But we con do more than this. Each one of us should write a letter to
the Chairman, Kosciusko State Park Trust, Caltex House, Kent Street, Sydney,
expressing appreciation of their stund in these matiers. Not to do this
will indicate a lethargy of which we are perhaps a little too apt to -
criticise the 'general public!,

And don' forget husbands and wives are individunls in their own right
and can each write separately. By the end of next week Mr. Compton should
have threc hundred letters on his table.

v ety pivart.
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THE LIFE :ND HATD TINES OF ZRL. G.

.V\Tc Gillam- .

 History, someone said, is the éxtended shadow of a singlé mon, The
portly figure of Brian G. will cast an axcollent shadow as the history of
the magazine for he has been associated with it for most of the twenty six
years 1t has been published in its présent form. The mesthead of the
magazine has shown him ‘o he Production Menmager, Business Moanoger or
Duplicator Operator for most of thot time, though it doesa't memtion such
things as Interleaver, Collater, Stapler, Upwrapper and pacifier of
Mrs. Bennet. He has dons all these. things with.deceptive ense and in the
case of Mrs. Bennet with an understanding and sympathy which is only
normally found in Heads of ifissions and their protocol clerks, (His
language when directed towards an ailing Rotary Rapid wos msterfully
undiplomatic, his brogue deeper and rither than ever Cisplayed to a more
couth audicnce. ) . . -
The mazazine has becn extont since 1932 when it wes printed commere—
ially at irregulor intervals; it took its present form in 1937 and such
was the optimism of the publishers thot hey had printed enourh covers so that
eleven years later the original printing was still enclosing the latest:
breathless reports of new country; new prospectives and old members. That
first issue was duplicated Ly Brian in the home of Bill Mullins, whose name even
yet sets many'hearts.aflutter. The paper- was,so orfanissd thot it reached the
press with no cost to the club which is one of the most elaborate euphemisms
I have encountercd, Persons of less literary habits than Brian would say it
was pinched, ' ‘ C o

A similar air of mystery muny over the paper I shood guard over in-
Crown Stréet one night. I had met Brian for a glass of beer on the regular
night we went to press, In passing he mentioned some paper he had obtained
at a reasonable price, Paper was.then so highly prized that the method of
obtaining it discussed earlier wes quite cul of the question. Brian had
obtained by a stroke of business acimen of a rare degree two cases of the stuff.
The only problem was how to get it to the club., After another beer T suggested
a taxi. Brien gave it deep thought. Expensive things taxis. Carry it +then.
Too far. Tram., Vouldn™ fit under the seat. Deadlock, Broken at six o'elock
by the sadly taken decision that a taxi was inevitable, the taxi was procured.
The cases themselves were not large as packing cases go. Miniature cars had
not then been developed; somecay & micro-sedan for the small family will
appear which woild live comfortably in such a case, Then a further crisis!
Only ane case would fit into the book. Brian and the taxi departed. I wasg
left to guard with my 1ife this wonderful acguigtion. Such is the loyalty
the B.M, could inspire in his subordimtes.
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-Vagaries. of .paper, supply were only equalled in those times by the
unreliobility of the power. On nichts Wwhen there was only an-occasional.. .
flicker thc magazine wos collated by candlelisht and hurricane lamp, The
immense issue to mork the club's coming of-ace was interrupted by a two

hour blaclwout when half tho sheets had been lald out. A late summer thunder-
storm threateped to blow the issue all over the Eastern suburbs, an irate
B.M. swore horribly ond 'two sieepy collaters made their way past miles of
trestles to sit in the romantic gloom and count the number of fire engines
and ambulances going up Oxford Street, o

Publication nights were shared with a St. John's Ambulance Brass
Band. The .conductor, though a dedicated musician, lacked the astringent
wit of a Beecham or informative chatter of Bernard Hicnze., Perhaps wit and
a passion for tourniguets would be too much for the cne hody. Collating
towards a crescendo is not to be rccomuended for an apprecintion  of music.
In twenty six ycars the Magazine hosn't failed to dppear, an offort which |

[

reflects vast credit on Brian. Editors have appearcd and discppeared, often
with mercurial brilliance. The flow of prose and poetry has been unpredictable
and behind those tall trees we hove had comservation, introspection and

sclence naturally. Contributors have called Chardens Cenyenbintes Inferno,

and the births, deaths and marriages of a gencration have Leen recorded.

Recently o small porty was riven by ex-editors, -collntors, inter-
leavers and assistants-.of. all types to coneratulate Brian on such a record
and to mark his final anf definite retiremcnt as Business Mrnager. Speeches
were made and glowing sentiments: expressed. It was the ond of a wonderful
career, '

v
s b s e e

THE CaR TRIAL.

Just for the record’- we had-a car trial last monmth, ‘Organised by Bill
Rodgers and Jack Gentle, it was a.great success in spite of near contury
temperatures on the Sunday, Wallacia was the overnight stop where we had a
camp fire which went with a swing, and then a very warm night for camping.

After solviﬁg lots of clues (£hé ofgéniserslihought the questions were
easy, but the competitors had other.views)}the team comprising Lola Wedlock,
Anne Harper and Kevin Ardill came.up with the largest number of correct answers.
Peter Reynolds' and John Mulligan were next and Esme Biddulph and her team of
girls (Miriem Stéenbhom and Mergoret Wilson) filled third place.

- . POSTPQWE. DICK CHLLDS | o

The walk for March 9.10 tovGarie-to be - Ted by Dick hds been‘postﬁoned until
Mar?h 23/5.'Pléase discount any malicious rumours about the reason for this.
It is simply because Dick wamts to conserve his strength for the reunion.
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SCIENCE NATURALLY %

/'- . ; .
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"There is more than a passing e i ,;y\ \-\/
probability, 'my dear Professor ‘ \ .
Hungvorgluck, that there are ‘ S A \ £
intclligent beings on that planst, { = A o~ v
but I doubt if they would have YA !

reached an intellectual maturity (
such as to produce great versec <‘\ o

as Viffgung's immortal words -

"The moving finger glucks and
having glud, ‘

Moves on, nor all they Piety nor vlud

Shall lure it back to cancel half a

I\Tra;il they Tea ash out a “"“’*\\\/4 ; /
o gy lears wash o WO _ o
of ud." ST -'N;Z

- 1 i
AL A

Of all the millions of millions of stars (i.c. suns) visible from
Farth, it is ostimated thot a small percentagce (i.e., a féw million
million) would have planects as our sun has. And further, that on a
small percentage of these plancts (i.e. a few million or so) life -
could exist, possibly advanced to a stdge that would make our civilisation
appear pos itively barbaric, Sobering, what?
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Menura - novae-hollandise. (again)

last January we started an article on Australia's lyre-blrd
" but shortage.of space chopped us off before we'd really even gotten

8011’38
Herewith the remainder o*” the good word on a f'xb. bird,

Systematlsts could not agree as to the Lyre-—bn.rd's place in their
artificial schemes of classification, it being assigned to different
positions by different authorities. It was long classed among the
wrens, a fact which gave rise to some writer's statement that Australia
possesses wrens as large as peacocks. That great ornithologist, Dr.
Bowdler Sharpe, placed th\, two lyre birds in an order by 'bhemselves -
Memuriformes.

‘This arrangement has met with the general approval of modern students
of bird life: there may be a few dissentients. Professor Alfred Newbon
described the lyre-bird as 'the nearly sole surviveor, apparemntly, of a
very ancient race of beings.' :

.Until comparatively recent tlmes, these fustrolian wonder birds
aroused little interest except among ormithologists and miture lovers.
They were not evon protected by gome laws, and hundreds were shot for the
sake of their. splendid tails, which became fireploce screens or mantle-
plece ornaments, At length a spark of public interest was fanned into
flame by the Press of Sydney and Llclbourne. Leading articles wged the
cloims of Hanure to full protection, which came none too soon. But the
birds had to wait longer for popular f'mvour and a place among the 11v1n{
wonders of the world.

Victoria led the way. The late Tom Tregellas was the first naturalist
to meke a detailed study of the lyre-bird in its haunts, and to give
lantern~talks about it. Then came Ray Littlejohns, who devoted week-ands
throughout the nesting season year after year to observing the lyre-birds
of Sherbrooke Forest, Victoria. Observation was combined with photography.
A moving picture of a lyre—b:.rd displaying was made, then a sound recording.
Radio experts with Littlejohn's assistance, broadcast Menura's vocal
performance from the heart of thé Foxrest. The voice of the lyre-~bird has
been heard in Europe and America;’ its dance-display seen on the screen.
Thus this prince of mock:i.ng—birds, with a wonderful tail has become
famous. There are only two species of Yemra: the superb lyre-bird
(M. novae-hollandiae) and the Albert lyre-blrd (M. Adberti.)
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The former ranges from Victoria to southern Queensland; its ally,
from the Macpherson Range, South (ueensland, to the Richmond River
district, Only the superb species has lyre-shaped tail feathers.

In the Albert lyre~bird the two central feathers are longer than the
outer ones which lack the semi-transparent bars present on the Iyree
plumes of its ally, TWith very few exceptions, figures of the lyre-
bird show the tail carried uprizht and forming a conventional lyre.
Actually the tail hay sometimes be held nearly upright for a second op
two, rarely longer; 'but in displaying, it is thrown forward over the
bird’s back and head, the lyre-plumes ‘being depressed and carried
outspread, like the filmy feathers which are constantly vibrated,

Usually while dancing on its mound, Menurc mimics the sony's and
call notes of other birds, also man-made sounds which it hos frequently
heard - even the honking of = motor horn may be included in the
repertoire.

The mounds - one bird may form several in his territory - are more
or less circular, slightly elevated and measure a yard or so across.
The mound is the lyre-bird's playground, nct its nest, For a full
description of the lyre-bird's nest see our May '62 issue.

The birds mate in May or June, and commence home-building without
delay, Often a baby lyre-birds arsery roof may be covered in snow.
The lyre-bird lays one egg =~ acbout 23 inches long - purple-grey in
colour with sepia markings. The egg takes about 7 weeks to hatch and
the young stays in the nest for a further 6 or 7 weeks.

—— e e st

A radio station is being built in Britain to carry out experiments
in satelite commmicetions, Tt will be used for the reception and
transmission of telephone, telegraph and television signals across the
Atlantic, It will work with satelites. launched by UdSuNekoS.h., known
as the "Relay" and "Telstap! projects. These satelites have elliptical
orbits with a maxdrum height of 3,000 miles inclined at 50° to the
Equator, : :

The radio station will be equipped with an 85f% diamcter a erial
capable of being pointed and- steered automatically ancd with great precision
in the direction of the satelitte.

There will be many technical, operation and sconomic questions to
be studied before a commercial satelite communications system: can be
established,

Another Social Night to remciber = TArch 27, Frank Leyden "Sii.
Mountaineering" Slides,

. ey
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" FOR ALL YOUR T:wNSPORT FROM BLaCHEZTH

CONTACT ‘
HATSWELL 'S TaXT LD TOURIST SERVICE.

RING, WRITE, WIRE CR Cull - AWY HOUR - DAY OR NICHT.

'Phone: Blackheath W459 or W151 BOOKING QUTICE: L duors
from Gardiners Inn Hotel
(LOOX FOR TITT NECH SICGN)

- SPEIDY 6 or 8 PASSENGER CARS AVAILABLE
LARGE Ok SMALL PARTIES CLTERED FOR

PARES: KAN/NGRA WALLS 30/~ per head (minimun 5 passengers)
© PERRY'S LOOXDOWN }_,,/.'.. n ‘ 1
JENOLAN STATE FCREST 20/- u L
CARLON'S FARM 12/6 i "

WE WILL BE PLEASED TO QUOTE TRIPS OR SPECIAL PARTIES CON
"~ APPLICATIN

PLUMBING TEOUBLGE S??

DO YOU NEED -~ ,
NEW ROOF, GUTTERING and DOWNPIPES 29
OR DCES - A
—— THE ROOF .10 GUITERING NEED RE-PATNTING 29
CR PERH.PS - ‘

i WEW \IATER SERVICE OR HOT WiTER-INST.LLATICH 27
No job 1s too small - for any plumbing installation or
alterations
YOU NEED ROY 'S FRIENDIY PLUMSTNG SERVICE
CONTACT RCOY CRAGGS in the $,B,W. Club-rdoms or céntact Joe Cragrs,
Carpenter and Painter, 41 Rosamond St, Hornsby, Telcphone JU2203
REMEMBER - YOU NEED ECY'S FRIENDIY SERVICE !!'
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FIDERLTICN REPOLT - J.MU.LY 1963

Re-Enactment of the Crossing of the Blue iounteins will take place from
1lth Moy to 3Llst May 1963. Federation h.s undertalwn to provide 7 nceople
to portray the principol parts. Paul Driver, President of TFederation
expects to take part and anyone interssted should conmtact him urgently
at JF5232.

Search and Rescue. Two Senior Sea Scouts were reported overdue in the Grosc
Valley after setting out to cross it on Dec.29, 1962, A full scale ssarch
was organised on Jonb=6, 1963, when 65 scouts nnd 73 bushwnlkers turned out.
The missing peoplc were located on a ledge from vhich they could neither
ascend or descend, necar Urathusa Canyon by a party of locals at 4.30 p.m.
on Jan 5. 4 loud hailer, which was found necessary as a result of this
search will be purchased.

Conservition. 4 map of all fire trails sowth of the railway across the
Blue Mountains has been supplied to Federation.

Iracks and isccess. The track from Grassy Hillk to Mt. Uraterer has been
blazed rcughly. ifore work is needed here, A4 fire road has been made from
the Kanangra Rd. near Mt. Empcror to the Kowmung near Tuglow Caves and
connects with the Tuglow Hole fire road.

National Porks Association. The new reserve at Bungonia Gorge has been
gazetted, The Kanangra-Boyd National Park proposal has been mapped and
is with the Lands Dept. The retention of certain Trovelling Stock
Reserves (T.S.R.) ond Public Watering Places (P.W.P.) as recreation and
camping reserves is being urged: The icademy of Science, Canberra is to
protest to the Snowy Mountains Authority against the construction of '
an acqueduct in the Lady Northcotc Canyon, now part of the Koscuisko
Primitive irea.

Minute Secretary. The position of Minute Secretory to Foderation is still
vacant, .re there anmy volunteers? The work is not arduocus.and Pederaticn
meets at 6,30 pem. on third Tuesday of each month. : '

Federation Reunion. A committee of 8 was clected to orgonise the function
vwhich will be hcld at Burcka on Morch 30-31lst. The Sydney Bushwalkers have
volunteerec to clean up the site after the rounion. Pleasc assist.

Budawang Moo is to be revised and reissued by Federation.

CLIFFORD RITSON. -

We regret to learn thot Clifford Ritson, who was President from
April 1932 to March 1934, passed away during December last, The Club owes
a great deal to its early executives, who did so much in putting down the
solid foundations on which it stands today. ' Our debt is acknowledged with
gratitude,




