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ENCHA{L4)NTED,
"How do you spell ’nonchalantly’“ sgked my sternest critic in a tone which

barely hid her disgust. (She was glancing through the August Mognzine and had
reached Page 10 where the plctures are,) '

it ?H

"Easy" I said, and ot it right after only a few ninor errors.

"Hiph', she

snorted, "and what does it mean?™ I pretended not to hear.

- "Non-chalant", she contimed, "without war h, urexcited, vnmoved.  And look
what you've got - Roger replyine ‘nonchantlyt, = :

"Oh, that",

T said "just means that it was spcken, Non~chant,, not sung,get
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This explanation didn't go down too well so I beat it before any further
mistakes were discovered, '

Nonchalent is a useful word, though.. In terms of owr definition amd with o
slight stretch of the imagination, it could admirably describe walking during the
last few momths - the getting up in tle dark, the wading of freezing streams,
the bitter westerly winis.

Ard now it's Spring, a bit of warmth is creeping into the air, and the new.
Walks Programme is cut. If you're keen on Wildflowers » or mad about waterfalls and
rockhopping ar just content to loaf along a river bank, you'll find something to
suit. (Don't farget the Blue Gum Working Bee, and the S, & R, Demonstration.)

Tou can't be nonchalant about the Spring Welks Programme.

SOCIAL NOTES.
- Pam Boker,
COMIITG .
SEPTEMBER 15TH: Federation Ball - Bring oub your glad rags and prepare for a
night out. Place Paddington Town Hall.,

Time: 8 p.u. to 1 p.m.

SEPTENMBER 20TH: "Guiseppina", a B.P, Film which won awards st the last Cannes
Film Festival, will be shown; eas well as "A Tribute to Fangio"
(exciting film of car racing). There is a possibility of
being able to show "A Ship Came to Antwerp" another award winner
(Edinburgh *53).

SEPTEMBER 27Fth; Free night - Come in and finalise arrangements for your trip
on the long weekerd.

OCTCBER LTH: This is Committee Meeting night, but a First 4id Lecture will
be given for Prospectives and meubers who would like to brush up
on their technique. :

OCT(BER 18TH: Mr, Charles Casperson will talk on C.J, Demnis of "The Sembimental
Bloke" fame,

PAST.

AUGUST 30TH. Mr. Dunne of the S.M.4. spole on the Snowy Scheme, using large

maps and a colour film to illustrate the worl being done. This
was a very well presented and irnformative. account of o fascinating
subject.



AT OUR_AUGUST MEETING
| o ~ Alex Colley.

Our meeting opened with an amouncement from the President which met with
unanimous approval - the engagememt of George Gray and Helen Barrett. Apologies
were recelved from Secretary David Ingram amd Brian Harvey and a welcome was extended
to rew member: Janet Walton. :

In correspondence was a letter from the Hornsby division of the District Rifle
Clubs Union expressing concern at the sudden appearance of parties of bushwalkers .
on the range when shoots were in progress. One such party, described as the Sydney
Girls Light Brigade, had marched &0 yards up the range in the face of .303 rifle
fire. Though this march might have been taken to .indicate the stuff our modern
girls are made of, or even as a mark of their confidence in the aim of the Hornsby
marksmen, this was not the view of the riflemen, whose thoughts turned instead to
section 89 of the Crimes Act, urnder which they could, but didn't want to, take action.
A better solution, it was suggested, was to open up an overgrown track that led to
Stewart Avenue and perhaps put up signs. Ben Esgate said he understood it was the
responsibility of the Rifle Club to put up signs znd hang out red flags, but it was
decided to leave the matiter to Federation,

The Treasarer's report contained geod news and bad, Good news was that Jack
Gentle had made an adequate case for owr projector out of =z suitcase and felt which
had cost only £3.17. 0 = 1less than half the cost of the usual covez. Bad news wos

nat the loss on our nid-year dance was £27. O. 5d. News which could be bad for some

was that a list of the unfinancial was posted on the board, ang those who paid would
be crossed off. It was suggested that if *re list was made prominent enough (perhaps
by a flashing red light?) our financial position would improve.

Our Walks Secretary reported that » Although two' or three walks were cancelled in
July and there were no reports on others, most walks had been well attendsd, in
particular the Instructional led by Jack Gentle (10 prospectives, 13 members), About
15 in 211 had attended Frank Young's combined welk with the Y.H.A4.C.C. down Megalong
way. '

Federation report led to a discussion on the prroposed Dingledei Memorial in
Bouddi Park, which would be in the form of a stone hut, a water tenk, ard other
amerdties. Although the members who spoke were very apprecictive of Mr. Dingledei's
conservation work, most opposed the proposal on the grounds that it was a building
in a matural park which would require a road and would e mainly for the benefit of
motorists. The idea of a memorial to an individual bushwalker was also opposed and
our delegates were instructed to vote against the proposal. ,

Jack Gentle told us that more rems s were needed for the list of volunteers for
bush fire fighting in National Park. Members vwilling to help were asked to let
Federation delegates have their addresses and 'phone mumbers. '

The President expressed our thanks to Jack Gentle for the projector and told us
that in the end the case had cost us mwthing at all becnuse Frank Barlow had Just
preserted a cheque for the cost of the materials (s he promised when the idea of
"do~it-ocurselves' was suggested).

Our meeting concluded with the election of Jack Wren, BFrn French , WA1f Hilder
am Alex Colley as room stewards and +hanks to Audrey Kenway far assisting during
David Ingram's sbsence.



vyT. BANKS & BEYOND."

A Letter to the Editor.

Dear Sir,

I was ver'y‘ intrigued by Edna Garrad’s description of Gordon Smith's Route, in
your August issue.

My first impression was that here is ome route the small but trusty band of
Young Trailers' has not tried -~ But wait! In July 1960 we dragged a party of 11
'bods' over Mt, King Gearge, with the solé intention of descending into the Grose vis
the chasm which you call Col Creek., Well, to put it mildly, we made a mistake..

Here is an extract from my Bushwalking Journal:

~'After a short sidetrack onto Mt. King George, where we had a most spectacular view
of the Grose, we 'pressed on' along the rimrocks until about noon when we come
across a stone cairn above a seemingly deep gully.

Thinking this was the way dowmn (and blindly ignoring the fact that tlere is a
Mountain Trails Club blaze on a tree vhich marks the Col Creek raite) s Bd, "Ramrod"
and Yours Truly shot down the initial slope followed by the 'pack’. ‘

After an imitial "recce" we lowered our packs over the first drop, arnd
successfully conquered each drop as we came to them (none very difficult). The 'erack'
became a deep ravine filled with tree-ferns aml very damp moss, :

We finally reached a drop of about 100! with mo apparent wey down, SO we came
to the belated deecision that we were in the wrong "hole","

From memory, the way down is not very difficult, until the last part is reached;
armd here it seems the party memtioned in your article (Part ITI) got up on the
Fastern side of the wall, where I think there is a deep chimrey.

So it seems, we won't have to abseil this face - we've sworn to, ever since!

The thing which had us mystified was the stone cairn ot the top on the saddle;
who put it there? and was it to mark this lcrack'? '

How about Hungerford's Track (Page's Pass) a few miles up the Grose from
Bluegum as a negotiable route? I believe from Myles Dunphy that this route was the
original means of entry into the Grose for horses and cattle, although this seems to
be a matter of opimion. o : '

: I would be véry keen to participate in a couple of weekend "recce's! with any
8,B.W. interested, amd we may be able to "damage the obscurity at some of these
passes. ‘

Yours sincerely,
(Sgd.) Roger Q. Rigby.
Member: Mountain Trails Club,
Outward Bound Association.
and Prospective S,B.W. Whacko!



THE LONG WEEKEND.

ALL RIVATE TRAI\ISPORT, SEE LEADERS FOR DETAILS.

SEFTEMBER 29-30, CCTCBER 1-2.

Grassy Gully - Thompson's Hut - Trail blazing 0ld Duffers Trail - Exploration
of Ettrema Badlands — Barron Pass - Ettrema. ‘38 Miles Rough.

Rugged cantry, Gorge séenery. A chance for éxbloration in an area not
frequently traversed. ‘

MYap: Yalwal Military. R
o _ Leader: Wilf Hilder.

Hilltop - Starlight's Trail — Nattai River — Blue Gum Creck — Couridjah.
- . ' ' ' 38 M:ileS.

Medium Walking — pleasant river scenery - swimming.
Maps: Mittagong Military

Blue ¥ountains and Burragorang Tourist.
Leader: Roy Craggs.

Putty Road - Culoul Range - Colo River.
19 Miles,

Special trip for map reading practice (See "Learn to Fimd Your Way" by
'"Compass!?). '

A leisurely walk in rugged country with greand gorge scenery and panoramas of
the North Blue Mountains.
Maps: Mellong and St. Albans Hilitary. -
Leader: Bob Godfrey.
(Read Jim Brown's " 'Cross the Colo", The S.B.W, June & July 1961.)

LEARN TO FIND YCUR WAY.

"Compasg™",

Prospectives and new merbers, can you use a map and compass in country you do
not know? Everything camnot be learned on one instructional walk. You need practice
to give you experience and confidence, to do your part in filling future walks
programmes. A three day trip of 19 miles in +he Colo area has been planned by Bob
Godfrey to give you an opportunity to get this practice in using a map and compass.
The trip will have easy, rough, armd medium varts, with thick scrub, river walking,
open coumtry, and no tracks. ‘ : ’

' The intention is to conduct frequent map confererces so that all who attend
know vwhere they are going and how. /11 those present will be asksd to take an
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active part in these conferemces. 411 this will take time, that is why 3 days are
used to cover a mere 20 miles.

This walk and cthers plamed for the future may be considered as advanced
instructionsl walks designed as a follow up to the instructional walks the Club
requires each prospective menber to attend., .

REemember new members are the future walking strength of the Club and if they
do not learn to map read with confidence futuwre walks programmes can only be a dreary
raird of the same old walks on the same well worn tracks.

We all krnow that programme trips that may heve inexperienced new prospectives
on them must go according to a well ordered plan, = it is not suggested that test
walks be pathfinding trips.

But it is desirable that there be more small groups who are willing and zble
to explore so that well kmown places may be visited in different ways and new trips
foand,

This camot happen uniess new members take an interest and lsarn to mp read.
Leaders should be asked to give prospectives information on how he is Jeading

the trip and encourage amy imtérest they show. Too wany trips are led nt o smart
clip with never a map in sight, so that prospectives get the impression the leader

is clairvoyant, and give up trying to understand how it 's done and just follow.
We hope more people will learn to find their own wzy in the bush

By Compass,

AMENDE HONORABLE.
- Jinm Bfown.

If you have been saying for years that someone is all wrong and should know
better, how do you make reparation when yow confidence in your own judgment is shaken’®
Especially when the offended party is an organisation as large as the Army Survey
Corps, amd the critic a solitary walker.

Anyway, the facts are these. Something like nine years ago, in company with
four other pioneers, I made a traverse of the Blue Labyrinth from West to East, from
Waratah Trig, some 13 miles ocut along tte Kings Tableland Rnad, via the divide between
Warragamba River and the FErskine Creek, to Warragamba Dam, then just beginning to take
shape as a retaining wall, ‘

On the Sunday marning, assiduously following the ridie mttern shown on the mp,
we came to a place right on the junction of the uncontoured Jenolan military map and
the comtoured Liverpool sheet, where something was evidently amiss. Our ridre began
to go down - then down some more - snd even downwarder.

We checked thereabouts, and after a fine flurry of map and couwpass consultation,
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I announced (1) the map was wrong (2) we were on the watershed as indicated on the
map (3) there was a creek shown as flowing into Ripple Creek (hence to the Warragamba)
but which really cut thrasgh our "divide" amd entered the Erskine (L) the correct
watershed was a ridge, shown as a furry caterpillar on the Jenolan map, which sort of

fimished in mid air near the Bastern edge of the map. )

The other igrorant swabs all agreed, and except for some brief demur from
Pete Stitt who thought we should go down, cross the "mon existent" creek that severed
our ridge and then up again, we also agreed to go rrund and follow this parallel
ridge lying to the South, -

Of course, this course more or less worked oub, except that we did have to des~
cend inmto a creek amd climb aut again, However I was convinced that we had cnly been
a few hurdred yards off course, and would have found a low saddle upstream a little
way. Although, mark you, I couldn't actually descry this theoretical saddle as we.
climbed into ard out of owr creek. - : '

Thé upshb-b of it all was that for years I hive solemnly averred, in speech, in
writing, ard at Instructional weekends that, "military mops are usually very reliable ’
with one or two exceptions - ome of them at the Join of the Jennlan and Iiverpeol
sheetg -~ : .

. . . . - « . . e o o

Then, late in May, having heard that the Bush Fire Fighting organisation had
formed a Fire Trail along -the Erskine-Warragamba divide, I decided to see what it
was like. o : -

It proved a surprisingly interesting trip, considering it was virtually all bush
road. MNoreover, relieved of the need fo keep in touch with ore 's. wheréabout s by
incessant referemce to map ard compass, it was possible to look around, and some
sections of the way were quite spectacular, though not in the sense that beetling
cliffs and yawning precipices catch the eye.

However, on Saturday afterroon travelling west along the divide, I came tn a
place where the road drops acutely zaboub 1 in. Ly I'd say, rather like the upper
section of Kedumba Pass) alongside a cliff overlooking Erskine Creek, amd at the
bottom is a sign "ERSKINE GAP - PUT OUT YOUR FIREM. Co

I felt slightly abashed, having énce sneered at a newspaper report that a party
of soldiers marching from Bathwrst camp to Ingleburn via "some of the roughest
country in the State" had been cautioned to look out for o mysterious bush monster in
the vicinity of Erskine Gap. At the time T had asked if Erskine Gap was anywhere
near "Breakfast River" some 30 miles south of Katoomba where an overdue party hnd been
reported. ‘ ' :

Well, here was Erskine Gap ~ and a fine saddle it was too. The tops on either
side must be 1600' above sea level and the gap, I supnosed, scarcely 1000'., A very
respectable gap.. S -

The fire trail twisted arcund and crossed the top of Ripple Creek. Or was it
the top of Ripple Creek - there was quite a fair flow of water for a’'dry year.
Also, the trall was not going directly up the opposite side of the gap, but having
crossed Ripple Creek was going up a spwr just downstream from Erskine Gap. In fact,
it might almost be the ridge we followed ¢ years ago when we found our divide - — —
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My thought processes suddenly ground to a standstill, Tt was just possi_blé
after a2ll ——- when I climbed a bit higher I should know —— don't -come to a hasty
degision ——— , - .

Some three or four hundred feet up I stopped and looked around. The top of
Ripple Creek, flowing into the Warragamba, was enclosed in the valley ahead of me:
that was surely the valley we had spent so much time in circumnavigating on that
September weekend years ago. It doesn't fiow to the Erskine after all - and the
map is right., TIt's just a mighty deep saddle, so steep that the Fire Trail goes
the same way we did.

 There. I've said it. (For he himself has said it, and its greatly to his
credit.) The Army is vindicated and I am routed in confusion, -

I don* think I'11 go and have another look at that ridge on fhe Windsor map
I've spoken about for ten years past. They may be right there also.

DON'T MISS THESE ! ! !

OCTGBER 6-7-8 Putty Road, Culoul Range, Colo River Exploraticn,
25 miles Rough. : : ‘ .
: Leader: Colin Putt. Private Transport.

Dungalla Hejghts - Box Falls - T glow Hole - Trniler Mountain —
Morong Falls. 25 iles Very Rough. - a
o Leader: Ben Esgate. Private Transport,.
CCTCBER 13-1)-15 ' o -
Barallier - Murruin Creek = Bindook Gorge FExploratinn,
25 miles Rough, '
: Leader: Wilf Hilder. Private Transport, .

e esetrc e —

N.P.A, QUTTIGS.

SEPTEMBER 17TH Wildflower Ramble To.2., Blue Mountains Wational Park, Glenbrock,
If you are coming by road ... from Railwey Station, turn east along
road, skirting north side of the railway line, acrcss overhead
railway bridre, narking at end of rcad and await ain body.
Train travellers catch 8,20 a.m. ex Comral, 8,32 a.m, ex Strathfield
and proceed from Glenbrook as anove, assembling: at parking point At
10 a.m, Iunch will be talten at the Causeway, Glenbrook Creek &t noen,
and we will endeavowr to Provide guides for those whn want to walk
to either Burdka ... a place of fine trees and frassy slopes.., or the
Red Hand Cave, where splendid aboriginal stencils w7y be seen,
Return trains leave Glenbrook at 5.26 pm. and 6,37 Delt. '

Leader: J. Gordon McKern, 166 Bridge Road » Wentworthville,



FOR ALL YOUR_TRANSPORT FROM BLACKHEATH
CONTACT

HATSWELL'S TAXT & TOURIST SERVICE

RING, WRITE, WIRE OR CALL
ANY HOUR - DAY OR NIGHT

TPHONE ¢ Blacméth W59 or Wlb'l' ' BOOKIMG CFFICE: I doors
= from Gardners Imn Hotel
(LOOK FOR THE NEON SIGN)

SPEELY 5 or & PASSENGER CARS AVAII.A_BI_E_

LARGE, CR SMALL PARTIES CATERED FOR

FARES: KANANGRA WALIS 30/~ per head Uh.mmum 5 "oasseng,ers)
: PERRY 'S LOOKDOWN 3/~ ™ m
JENOLAN STATE FOREST 20/~ " . °© n m "
CARION'S FARM 10/~ v o owoow "

WE WILL BE PLEASED TO QUOTE TRIPS OR SPECIAL PiRTIES ON
APPLICATION. :

SEPTEMBER 30 -.  Carrington Falls: 4t the head of the Kangaroo River near
OCTCBER 1~-2 . Robertson., If you are coming from Bowral, go through Robertson
' -+ ‘towards Macquarie Pass and Albion Park, to the Jamberoo and
Carrington Falls turmoff. The turnoff to Carrington Falls from
the Jamberoo Road is before the Kangaroo River crossing., If you
are coming from Albion Park . . . come up the Macquarie Pass and.
the turnoff is before reaching Robertson, : '

During the weekend, call over to the BARREN GROUIDS FAUI\IAL RESERVE
at the top of the Jambemo Mountain Pass. Take a walk around the
Griffiths Trail. Also be sure o do a walk over to Gerringong
Falls from Carrington Falls. A first-class spot!

On August 16th Bill Beatty presented readings of qu,per happenlngs in the early .
history of Australia, A most unusual entertainment which was well received iy an
absorbed audience.



10.
S.B,W. LONDON BRIGADE.

NEWS FROM BINNSTE - 143 Bramdlesholme Road, Bury, Lancaghire.

.+..."Holidays for this year are now a thing of the past, but it was a grand fortnight
and left me many memories to carry forward until the next one comes arourd in 48
weeks time! This year the two "halves" were of vastly differing nature, six days of
the first week were spent in London, and the whole of the second in the Lake District
(what - again). In London I was staying with Don and Bev Read vho have a cosy little
flat in the Royal Barough of Kensington, in the less exclusive area of that elite
borough. The first evening we went to see the Russian Circus at Wembley; it was
quite dif ferent from the ususl run of circuses, a large part consisted of human
acrobats but where the animals were concerned there was none of this caging of the
Lords of the Jungle which doesn't really appeal to me very much. There was just

one large bear very carefully muzzled » but all the animals seemed to enjoy performing
Just as much as the audience enjoyed watching them.

On the Surday we went out to Syon House at Brentford, the seat of the Duke of
Northumberlami, on the opposite side of the Thames to Kew Gardens. It is.a place
rich in history, especially Tudor history -  Henry VIII's fifth wife being confined
there just before her execution, amd it was at Syon that Lady Jane Grey became"Queen!
of Ergland for ten brief days (poor soul). i ‘

Bev and Don were not on holiday dwing my stay, they still have that pleasure
to come » SO during the day I meamdered roumd sightseeing, ard met them in the evenings
to hit the highlights. On the Mornday my destination was the Tower of London, and I
walked roand there trying to take photos umtil my feet were nearly killing me - how
silly to try and sightsee in fashionsble shoes - so I ended up getting a ferry from
Tower Pier back to Westminster Bridge and the tube station, it was an imteresting
little trip, with a guide who knew every nook and crammy on the river bank giving a
running comment ary over the tannoy system. That evening we met Dorothy and Ron
Knightley for dimmer at the Festival Hall Restemrant, and afterwards to a concert in
tlat wornderful hall given by the London Philharmonic crchestra in aid of the United
Netions Association Furd » Very good, "bits" of Mozart s Beethoven, Britten and Elgar.

} Next day I had another trip on the river, this time up to Hampton Court. It
took much longer than anticipated, so that on arrival I didn' dare get lost in the
Palace itself but spent the time in the gardens which were really beautiful (and very
photogenic) before going back to get ready for the evening's cuting. The next piece
of entertaimment was the new Rodgers and Hammerstein musical "The Sound of Music"
based on the true story of "The Trapp Family Singers', very good indeed. All the
artists were good, but it was particularly interesting to see Constance Shackiock in
her first appearance in a musical.

On the Wedresday I had a marsthon "bushwalk" through London - it Just happened
that way for though I'd meant to get buses from place to plece there was always some-
thing in between to be seen. Started off from St, Paul's down Ludgate Hill and Fleet
Street to the Law Courts at Temple Bar, then past Australia House along the Strand to
Admivalty Arch and through into St, James's Park, "Admired" Buckingham Palace and up
Constitution Hill to Hyde Park Corner, where I did get a bus to Marble Arch, there,
to rest my barking dogs, a cup of cof fee in Lyons Corner House, before going into
Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens, ending up at the Albert Hall by way of Peter Pan's
statue and the fountains. That evening we went to a straight play "The Miracle
Worker" at Wyndham's, excellent, a play to set you thinking, the story of the early
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years of Helen Keller ard the begiﬁning of her education by Ame Sullivan, .Anna
Massey, daughter of Raymord Massey, took the part of Anne Sullivan, and thgre are no
adjectives superlative enough to describe her performance, nor that of Janina Faye
who played, or mimed, the part of the child Heler; Keller,

After London, the Lakes, the usual hotel at the head of the Langdale Valley,
for it is one which would be hard to better; situated as it is right at the foot of
the Langdale Pikes, the ideal hotel for walking types, comfaortable » 8ood food and
excellent company, though there were two elderly couples from the South of England
right out of their element, who ‘wanted to know what you did in the evenings. - the
answer staring them in the face, too tired after the day's walk to do any-thlng but-
sit (in the bar) and talk, Before going up I'd sat down amd worked out at "Walks
Programme", six walks for fine dzys, six waiks far wet ones, perfectly planned, bu'(:,
the best laid plans,;, My sister and niece were up the first weekend, sometimes Pip
is in a walking mood, sometimes not, and this time she was rather inclined towards
the latter, not being helped by the weather vhich was dull amd overcast s inc;lined to
rain or drizzle., We wert round to Thirlmere by car tren set off to walk over High
Tove to Watendlath, but as we got to the cairn we could see mist swirling up out of
the far valley and rain coming our way, with Pip not very leen to go down only to
have to come up again, we just turned roind then went back to the car amd Langdale.
Monday, according to plan, I set off for Keswicl, over the Stake Pass, down Langstrath
to Rosthwaite in Borrowdale » then via Watendlath +o Derwentwater, In all I guess it
was a distance of some 16 or 17 miles for me, b well over 20 far Cobber who did o
lot of to-ing ard fro-ing in the early part of the day, and we both arrived very
wearily in Keswick, the dog warn out, my feet playing up badly., Found out afterwards
I'd collected three blisters, entirely my own Fault, mot having gone far the first
day I thought my socks would do a second and save washing, the blisters I'm sure
Wwere a result of that and having to do a few miles road bash.

Tuesday I decided we'd better take life easy, so we went into Amblesicde by bus
and did a simple little walk up Wansfell Pike. Tt was a beautiful day, and a lovely
walk up a "moumtain" Just over 1500 ft. from which you could see almost half the
Lake District, That evening the weather broke » there was a most peculiar storm which
blotted out all the valley in blackness, very weird indeed., Still suffering from
the effects of the mrathon to Keswick, and with the weather bad, on the Wednesday
we had a wet splash up to Chapel Stile, the Vvillage in Langdale Valley, in the morn-
ing, amd a trot up the Blea Tarn track in the afternoon, but by Thursday we: were
raring to go again, I Joined up with amther lass at the hotel for a walk to Water—
head, on Windermere, she was showing me a new way down the valley which avoided the
road, a footpath on the far slde of the stream, Tt was very pleasant, but we had
fifteen mimtes fun when we came to a 6 ft, wall with a six-barred gate padlocked,
trying to get the dog thréugh. The wall was too high far him to scramble over, and
he couldn™ jump the gate, so ore on each side we tried to 1ift it a little to make
roon far him to crawl under, It was like a little creek underneath ard Cobber didn't
want to get his urdercarriage wet » Tinally Sally climbed over to rake him realise he'd
got to come, ar be left, and one at each el of the gate we heaved and to our aston-
ishment that time it lifted a good 12 inches, and his lordship cartered through., As
we got to Windermere the weatler really fined Up, the sun was quite warm ang bright ,
it was grand, amd thst evening in the bar everybody was laying plans for what they'd
do the following day, expecting similar conditions » but oh no, we woke to a steady
dowrpour. Again by bus to Arbleside, and we walked the 8 miles "home" in Sswimming
conditions, along the side of Bydal Water and Grasmere (Loughrigg Terrace), then ovep
Red Bank back into "THmM valley, soaked to the skin when we reachsd the hotel, amd so
emded the week, But it had 21l been good fun, on the whole T thinlkt the much maligned
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(weatherwise) Lake District, had fared bettecr that week than wany other parts of-
Britain, and certainly I'd not got wet s» often as in the week with Bookie last year,
maybe next, when I hope Eddie Stretton will be with me, will be better stj:ll.'

There have been a few weekends away this ysar to brighten the normal, everyday
routire of living., It began with New Year, when I went up to London to celsbrate
with Ron and Dorothy, we were joined by the Réads and Dorothy Brigden. We all were
armed with colour slides - but no projector, so it was a good excuse far amother
weekend get together in February. I've found it quite feasible to get to London for
weekends since discovering tlere's a train from Manchester at five mimites past mid-
night which lands me there in time far breakfast, a bit sleepy perhaps, but reverthe-
less it's worth the effort, and I hope to make use of tlet train a bit more often in
the future, ‘ ' ' : o o

At Easter we had an S.B,W, rendezvous in Derbyshiré, Bev, Don £ml I stopped twn
nights each at Matlock Bath and Hartington Hall hostels; this year, for the first
tire, the place where I work gave us Easter Monday holiday too, and I was able to
enjoy the full weekend away. Dorothy, Ron and the children were camping in the
vicinity of the hostels in that wonderful imvention, a Dormobile. We met up with
them each morning after completing tle hostel chores. Weatherwise it was a poor
weekend, but otherwise excellent, we visited "stately homes of England", old and
interesting churches, and managed a short bt m.ddy- walk up Dovedale, ' ‘

Two other weekernds away have been spemt cycling with Pip in the West Riding of
Yorkshire, we take the bikes o far by train on the Friday night, tc get us over the
worst of the East Lanchashire mill towns and give us a gnod stort for Saturday
morning., Summer was late coming this year, and both those weekends were rather
chilly, Whitsuntide weekend. at tre end of May even saw a few moments frozen rain,
but apart from that conditions were not toc bad for pushing bikes up and down hiils,

Now I've come to a quiet spell, am not very keen on hostelling in August when
the places are overrun by children on school holidays, bub I'm going to visit my
brother ard family in Birmingham when we get olr ldong weekend in September (in lieu
of August Bank Holiday) and we are booked into the Old Dungeon Ghyll for a weekend
at the end of October, being the first we could get with aceormsdation available for
my sister and family and myscif. After that T'guess we settle down to the long
winter nights by the fireside - and start plaming fa next year! :

4 WEEKEND ON THE COX.
. - = Fred Thynne.

. Shortly after 10,30 p.m, on Friday night, 28th July, a taxi was speeding five
merb ers from Blackheath to a camp site at Mep Reference Katoomba 19,458, Despite
an abundance of timber in the area, there was a. distinct shortage of firewood and
tent poles, Howevér, these shorteomings were soon overcome and the rormal procedure
of tent erecting and cooking wes soon on the way. Shortly before retiring far the
night (or was it morning?) our leader ascertained tlat prospective members outmmbered
members by three to two amd that they were on their first Test Walk., This rews =
affected his nerves so much that he pramptly served far free to all an issue of
;;‘qtigten”. This mixture had never failed him and he was taking m chances with

is . ' .



-

)

5717 PADDY MADE

- o . "

dJohn's away skiihg |
Paddy goes next week
and Jean is on our backs far an advertisement,

No inspiration,

_ No time.

Drat that 'phone.

T See yoti on the snow, folks. f

(Sgd.) Paddy.

P.S. Nearly forgot. Big bargain szle. It
has happerned at last,

Jumpers drastically reduced.
Norwegian jumpers now £3.10. O.

Many other bargains!!

PADDY PALLIN &
Lightweight Camp Gear
201 CASTLEREAGH St SYDMNEY

~ BMZ2685
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The morning dawned, as always - breakfast was soon cvverf_anc'l Cox's River
prepared to withstand an assault by the S.BW. - and how! Within thresa—quarters
of a mile from the start the party was halted for-the necessity of the first of many
crossings they were to umdertake. The Leader seeing the hesitation and constje?natlon
.on tle faces of his men, plunged boldly and fearlessly Lo cross to the other side
and henceforth became immortalised like the Roman Standard Bearer in 55 B.C. The
remainder followed without comment, but the writer kmows ot least one person guilty
of mitinous mutterings in the process. For those persons interested in statistics
there were to be thirteen such crossings, generally uneventful but every member had
" an exciting moment due to the current s slimy rocks ar lack of acrobatic abilij;y'. Anon
we became blase and emphatically deny the rumcur that snorkel apparatus was a mast on
the walk, ;

Our walk proceeded with frequent consultatinsns to the topgraphical features: not
a creek a hillock escaped owr notice, never in the histrry of minkind, were there so
many maps amongst so few . . . ete. etle. Approaching lunchtime we had just abrut
dried out. We were short of cur intended halt at Sandy Hook, due to a little late-
ness in starting out, amd ow Leader thousht it would be a gond idea tn have nur meal
with clean feet for he was off once again to the cpposite share of the Cox, It
became a ritual - 1like a doctor's prescription - we slways crossed the Cox direct-
Iy before and directly after meals. After lunch we mede efforts to mke up for our
_Jost time by short cut ting Sandy Hook and were fortuwmwte to encounter in quick
succession a Black Wallaby and a young Red Fox. Meanwhile on the other side of the
river the crows, from the moise they were making, were having a heated free for all,
Query: 'Do dinkum Crows hold ‘court' like the ir Buropean cousins?'

Despite our efforts, the sun was sinking rapidly as we were nearing Chaplowe
Creek, the going became awkward in the river bed and good camp sites became non-
existent, It was a relief when the leader called it a day, waved his magic wand and
in complete darkness produced a satisfactory place far the night. Meamwhile one of -
the sheep had wandered from the flock ard vhile the shepherd was retriswinghis stray,
tle others made camp, Soon a fire was going and cur stomachs filled, the night air
was perveded with the aroma of toasted socks. The tribulations of the day were
forgotten,

- Shortly before starting out on owr final stage of owr journey a loud "Hallo"
from the other side of the river fourd the party doing "a Docter ILivingstone I
presume" act. The caller turned out to be "Ken' and we were very shortly joined by
the other members on his walk. Their company was enjoyed to Megalong Creck where
they left us to contime to their destination., So we said farewell to the Cox and
headed for pleasant country walking en route to Devil's Hole, By this time cwr porty
was beginming to show signs of wear ard tear. It was observed by the writer with
smug satisfaction that the disadvantage of slacks for river crossing can be offset by
their superiority over sharts in the battle against the Blockberry menace,

This most enjoyable trip with the best of bush companinng terminated with a read
bash to Katoomba Station., The weather had been perfect throughrut and the river
crossings certainly tend to elevate ordinary walks to the more memorable » With never
a dull moment, : : e '

The party: o

Greg Grennan = Ieader
Gardon Redman - Leader's Prop. o
Antony Queitzsch Robert Pallin Fred Thynre.

[}
M
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THE S.B.W,. ABROAD.

From Robert A, Duncan. High Altitude Observatory, University of Colorad% Boulder,
Colarado.

July 28th . . . "I have been teking things quietly lately as I am still recovering
from a severe nervous shock I received two weeks ago. I was walking along 28th
Street when a lion Jumped out at me, When I recovered consciousness it was trying
to lick my face through the pickets of the fence » and was wegging it's tail fiercely.
I then realised that it was really an enormous shaggy sandy-coloured dog which some-
one had prured to look like a lion. They had given it an all-over shave except for
leaving a mane ard a tuft on the emd of it's tall, T have written a complaint to the
Police; such an encounter could rrove fatal to an ordinary person without my rerves
of steel.

Today I am sitting in uy flat, writing letters, rushing to the refrigerator for
nourishment every few mimutes, and waiting for some people to pick me up and drive
me to the Wind River Range, 300 miles to +the North in Wyoming.

I &m hoping they don'™ turnup; I don't wamt to toke a weel off now as I have
Just joined the University Choir. The mounbains in Wyoming will be the same as the
mourttains here, ard the se people are about as athletic as farm vard ducks, and I
don't think it will be the sort of trip I will enjoy.

However, I didn't think of all these things when they asked me to go ard I said
"Yes", so if they arrive I will have to £0.

Some people here expect me to know Australisn songs and I can only think of
'God Save the Queen' (this is a palpable lie, Duncan, what about 'The €at €ame Back'
and the one about the Snow Rooster? .. Ed.) If you could persuade Dot to get hold
of some song books of some kind and send them, T would be very rrateful. :

Jure 30. . . . The weather here now is ot, in the 90's with a thurderstorm every
afternoon. These regular thunderstorms are. a problem in the walking game. Nobody
here likes being on the top of a peak in a storm as 2 couple of peamts were killed
this way last year, We always seem to be about two-thirds of the wey up at about
midday vwhen the storms break, amd so have to retreast. I keep jumping up on 2 rock
ard giving a speech abaut the importance of making really early starts, but I might
Just as well be talking to Pete Stitt or Snow Brown. @ All the Hiking Club members
are completely senseless and uncrganisable. '

Sometimes I sleep in too. Generally speaking, thaugh, I have no complaints
about the walking here! Just imagine being able fto climb 14,000 feet peaks every
weekend. The peaks aren't difficult in the maing about like Ruapehu. -

e ¢ e o . L ) . e o o . . .

The University here is on Summer schedule ow, amd work starts at 7 a.m.; which
mears that I must crawl out of the cot at 6 8.l The rain armd suffering which this
entails beggars description. To get even a fraction of my required 12 hours sleep
a day, T have to hit the hay at 9 p.m., and it's hardly derk then. If I lose sleep
over the weekend, it's impossible to catch up on it. : ‘ ' :



16.

Lectures (ot the University Summer Session) are attended, ut it seems to be an
excuse to have a good time. There are concerts, dances, follesinging every night,
swinming and organised walks and barbeques in the mountains every day ard other
amuserents for people with other tastes.

Students come here from all over the States. Last week I went walidns. We
climbed Little Matterhorn on Saturday amd Navajo on Surday, cutting big bucket steps
for the later use of an organised Summer Session hike.

REPORT ON THE ROFE IWCLVED IN THE FATAL ACCIDENT AT THE THREE SISTERS,
MRCH L, 1961,

(Prepared by Miss E. Hahn for distribution to Clubs.)

At the inquest the Coroner directed all climbers to take the necessary notice
of the professiomnl evidence given. The vital points given were:

l. The only rope thot shuld be used for climbing ig that which conforms to
Be3. 3104 standards. No.lk (18" circumference with 4,200 1bs, breaking sirain) is the
only size that should Le used for belayinz a leader.

2. Rope should be subjected to a regular inspection 2md used far ore season nnly.
‘It should then be discarded far climbing purposes. In Britain, where this is prac-
tised, the climbing season is l=5 months,

3. DMNylon rope bought here in fustralia is renufactured to British Admiralty Standards
and Australian Navy Stardards and one of the first processes 1n the ranufacture
according to these stamiards is to recuce the stretch or flexibility. The rope con-
cerned in the accident was deemed not fiexible encugh.

L. The reported 51% of the original breaking strain of the fatal rope mey yet prove
a little low as the rope sections tested to give this figure were all subjected to
strain during the fall., Slack rope from the same length “hat wes not concerned in
the fall, when tested soon should give the reduced brealding strain through wear only
over the pericd of use, as it was before the fall.,

INFORMATION CONCERNING B.S. 3101, ROFE.

1. AVATLABTLITY. One firm in Australia makes this rope and only to fim orders.
They require a 50% deposit on ordering and the product should be haught through the
Melbourre University Muntaineering Club, as in acc-rdance with the S5.B, 3102,;; sach
individual piece of rope must be tested for its whole length amd returned if not up

to stardard., This firm will only male fairly larse orders so by retaining one bu;;'er
(M.U.M.C.) these orders will be possible ard the mamfacture will be comtinuous.
M,U,M.C, also have the knowledge, skill and equipment to test the mpe after menu-
facture, whip and mark it (these things should be carricd out by the yer - M U.M.C.
in this case).

2. FEATURES & ADVANTAGES. B.S, 3104 specifies a certain standapd nylon, the
features of manufacture, the winimum flexibility »f LOB, a mximm and minimum nusber
of turns per foot etc., It lays down the methods of testine and by whom it shwild be

o

dore.  B.S, 3104 comes in four sizes - fn.d, " No.2, & (abseiling only),
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No«3, 1% (bringing up a second man or for tension only), Mok, 13" (leader climbing,
and best able to take a shock load). B.S, 3104 is the only rope manufactured to 2
climbing (mourmtaineering) stardards. Therefore, there is rsally no question as to'
whether or not it should be used. - e ’ “

e
v
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3.  AUTHORTTATIVE SUPPRT. The Stardards Association in Sydney have a book "Nylon
Mountaineering Ropes ~ B,S. 3104, 1959" available for about L/-. The Alpine Club,
the British Mountaineering Council and all member clubs (most of the U.K.) ard the
Union Internationale des Associations dfAlpinisme are advocating the use of B.S.3104,
No.L, emphatically amd advertising it for all they are worth., So, the larger part
ard the more experienced sections of the rountaineering world, who developed the
equipment and techniques we know of today, recommend its use amd that only,

h. IYION vs, NATURAL FIBRE. This question always follows an accident where nylon
rope is used. Had the accidemt occurred on a matural fibre rope the trend would be
to turn to the synthetic rope, 1In correspondence with the British Mountaineering
Council it is clear that the same signs of doubt are exnressed after similar 7
accidents in the U.K, and Burope. It is the best ¢limbers who foll as they are the
ones who try the difficult routes. All the accidents are on nylon these days as
the best climbers realise it is by far the superior product, The breaking strain

of mtural fibre is about half of an equivalent weight nylon rope. It has no
flexibility in which to abscrb a falling leader's ldnetic energy. If a leader falls
on matural fibre for any distance the rope would snap ecause of this., If not, the
fallen leader would probably die from internal injuries in any case. Elasticity is
a very major consideration., If ever a natursl fibrz rope becomes wet for any reason,
it should be discarded for climbing as its reliability is extremely doubtful even
when dired out preperly. Water doss mt affect nylon,

For any enquiries about reduction of breaking strain over a long period, far prices;
system or ordering, figures in theoretical leader falls, reference tn the British -
Mountaineering Council's article "What Rope to Use?', contact Miss E. Hahn at

MIO522 Ex.27L (B) or write to Mr. Peter J, lMiorgan, Hon. Secretary, Melbourne
University Mountaireering Club, C/~ Union Hous e, University of Melbowrne, Parkville,
N.2, Victoria.

On Augist 23rd George Gray showed slides of Tasmania - The Resérve and
Frenchman's, Christmas 1960, This was notable for the photorraphy, the ad 1ib
comment ary from members of the party, aml the fact that it was = record of the

driest Tassy trip we're ever Likely to hear »f, with bushfire stoke ob ‘o
views, ard NO M. s obscurine the
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DAY WALKS.

. SEPTEMBER 17: Glenbrook - Glerbrook Creek - Ozks MNorth Ridge - The Oaks,
Glenbrook. 12 miles. ‘

Good map reading practice in this area. Cmuld he scratchy in parts.
Gaiters recommended, Maybe a few Waratzhs in flower, too. ~

8420 a.m, Libthgow train from Central Steam Station to Glenbroolk.
Tickets: Glenbrook Return at 13/9d. :

Mep: Liverpool Military.
’ Leader: Jim Browm.

SEPTEMBER 24: Pymble - bus to St. Ives - Bungaroco - Middle Harbour Creek -
Lindfield. 11 miles.
A pleasant walk along the upper reaches of Middle Karbour where
there are mormally lots of wild flowers at this time of the year.
8,10 a.m. train Central Electric Station to Pymble via Bridge.
8.6 a.n, bus Pymble to S%, Ives. :
Tickets: Pymble via Bridge at }4/3d, plus 1/- bus fare, .
Map: Sydney Military ar any good Sydney Suburban Street Directory.

‘ Leader: Molly Zodgers.

OCTOBER 8: Waterfall - Mt, Westmacott — Myuna Creek — Woromora Trig - Woronora
‘ River — Heathcote. ’ 12 miles. :
A variation of the usual plod alorng Heathcote Creek. Instesd the walk
will take to the high country bhth at M. Westmacott and Woronora Trig.
Should be some very ~ttractive starmds of wildflowers.
8,20 a.m. train Cemtral Tlectric Station to Sutherland. CHANGE there
for Rail Motor tc Waterfall. :
w Tickets: Waterfall Return at 5/9d.
Port Hacking Tourist or Camden Military.
S Ieader: David Incram,

CCTOEER 15: DPymble - bus to St. Ives (Warriioo F.ad) - Cowmn Creek — Bobbin Head —
Berowra. 12 miles.
Track walking all the way through Kuringai Chase. The area is noted
for the excellent display of wildflowers. - :
9410 a.m, train Cemtral BElectric Station to Pymble via Bridge. y
9.6 a.m, bus Pymble to Warrimoo Road, - L
Tickets: Berowra via Bridge at aboit 6/- plus 1/- bus fare.
lep: Broken Bay Military, - '

Leader: Thelma Giblett.

Contimed from Page - "Mt, Banks & Beyond". ILetter to the Editor,

(Bditor's licte: Page's Pass was the access quoted, but notﬁ‘idgscribéd in "Windy
Day for a Baulker" (August 1961), amd is “he easiest of al®l passes into the

Grose Vall - -
fairly wel:?.:ir ) track all tte way, tut not always cbvious urless vou know it



