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THE ANSWER IS TRE QUESTION

I suppose.almost everyone who climbs, especially when they're new or
out of practice, st some time gots this feelings It usually comes at the
wrong moment, just before the mosgt difficult or exposed part of a c¢limb. You
look down and the ground level seems to have receeded with a rushe All at
once you get the feeling that youtd like to sit down on something large and
flat and hang on with both hands, and how you envy those people down there so
unconcernedly doing things that are perfectly safe.

l-d .
BEEERE® wavowunnf

"What am I doing here? Risking my 1ife in a dirty, scrubby crack
on the gide of an insignificant.chunk of rockl Where-am I going? TUp to the
top just to come down again (if Itm Iucky)e What good does it do? What
madnesslii® ‘
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Onge started on the climb, it's not so bad, and by the time youlve
pulled yourself up that last little pinch you've begun to feel as though you
own the whole mountain. And then the swmmit, the view, the comradeship and
abgelling down again in great swoops - sixty or a hundred feet.

Ohl  Why do we olimb? |

Why do we eat?

QUR 1, GENERAL MEETING .
~ Goof Wagg

. With our brand new President in the chair and a comfortable mmber
of members present, the April meeting got off to a good gtart by pinning the .
Flamnel Flower Badge on Margaret Ryan. A Tipperary welcome to you Irish, and
lang may y' lum recke (Hmm, something wrong thera.)

The next thing Margaret know, she had been elected Assistant
Secretary as wolle It geoms that about the only time our meetings can reach
a rapid decision is when they havo some innocent willing to do a job of work
for theme =

In the correspondence we received.Dave Roots! oxplanation of tho
Pross interview which roused the interest of so many mombers. The facts
appear to be that to gain publicity for other clubs of which he is a membor,
Dave allowod himself to bo intervicwed, and in the midst of a wolter of des-
criptions of tregth-taking feats on rock and snow, first asconts, otce, ho
chanced to let glip a montlon of somc asconmts of the Harbour Bridge. Neodlosgs
to sayy he (and his clubs) wore almost ag horrifiod as wo to seo the way in
which the article was writton up; and the S.BJW., whose spotlogs? name hadntt
even been mentioned, must hsve come from the file of a provious occagion.
Apparently the Clubs that David was ropresenting find this type of publicity a
gtimulaxt to waning membershipe It will be interesting to soe what effeckt
it has on our own. S

After this the mesting really got dowm to businegg, and as we wers
wading through tho reports, Ken Meadows'! wife, who is new to all this, loancd
across to Henry Gold (a fellow countryman) and whispercd, "How long do those
meotings lagh?®

"Oh, they never finish before ten ofclock! roturnod Honry with cone
viction borne of painfull experionce. ~Just to mako him wrong, whon the
raports werc concluded there was no general businoss, so tho Progident was able
to tring down the Bono at a littlo aftor mins. A4 jo¥ly good mosting. - Wish
there werc more the samel -' '

FOR_SALE .
Lady's three-pocket frame Rucksack e ag new e £5/10/w.
' See Bill Rodgers .
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HEALTH FODD SHOP wdVEGETARIAN CAFE

SOMETHING NEW IN FOOD}

VEGETARTAN SAUSAGES

A meatless high~protein food which comes to you in canse May be
frieds; broiled or grilled over your campflre. Delicious for

" breakfast with eggs = or added to your evening stew in place of‘
fresh meat. . Theylre sus‘ba:Ln:Lng tooll :

Youlll find that Sam'b arium Vegetable Sausages make ealbing at
any meal more superb. Try a tin on your next tripl!

13 HUNTER ST SYDNEY 8WI7£5

- MAGNIFICENGE IN THE FOREST - = Moyldy

Recently, I was returning from Tokyo to Sydney by air and. lsarned that,
if I came back via Bangkok, I could spend an additional £24 and fly to Siem’
Rea.p and back to Bangkok, and then on to Sydneye You can imagine my delight
in learning thig, for never have I been in a position to spend only £24 and
gee one of the greatsst Wonders of the Worlde

Siem Reap is 1% hours‘ flight by Royal Alr CJamboge from Bangkok,
ganerally in an easterly directione The Siem Reap Airport is quite a friendly
affairs The three Justoms and Immigrastion officials checked one's papers and
pagsportg, another man collected the tickets out of Siem Reap, then passengers
and officers all step in the only tus, the door of the air terminal is locked,
and the whole party rattles off to Angkore. The Customs and Police officers
are dropped just before the Hotel. ’

The Grand Hotel ig rather a palatial twomgtorey affair, with tiled
floors throughouty every room with its own bgthroom, and downstairs the Dining
Room, Lounge Roomg and Terraces all with their own special collection of small
lizards clambering over the wallse. :

In each bathroom there wasg a large urn of water and on top of it a lid
with a small, short-handled dipper. I cleaned my teeth in the tap water, and
“then realised I had probably caught some tropic germ, and that I should have .
used the water from the urn. However, it was too late. It also crossed my
mind that perhaps, like Hong Kong, Angkor had a water shortage and at certain
hours of the day it was cut offe Thorefore, this could be used for flushing
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the toiletse It was not until two days later that I learnt that the Buddhists
always wash in a squatting position and pour water over themselves, and so
these urns were for the many Buddhist visitors to wash in their own traditional
mannere 1 did not suffer any ill effects from brushing my teeth or drinking
the water. ’ ' :

On arrival at the Hotel, the driver said, #Ten mimstes before the first
ingpection®, go I quickly registered, took my only piece of luggage, my rucke
sack, up to my room, and came down, sat in the bus, and we did, in fact, move
off in ten minutes.

Fifteon mimites later; along a good tarred road, we passed an immense
shoct of waters It was the moat 200 yards wide around the building of
Angkor Wate In omne portion, there was a great expsnse of carmine~tippad
lotus in full flowere. Over ancther arca, there was an oqually largo clump
of.purs whitc lotus, holding their blooms up to the sun and recalling that
poatic namg”for.the Buddha, "Ch, thou jewel in the lotus blossom®e The
Ghinege look upor tho lotus as being a symbol of purity and excollonce becausa
§ uch a porfect and symmetrical thing of beauty can como from the dark mud
of the laka, '~ a

: On past thip wonderful sight we drove to Angkor Thome This is
approached through the Victory Gate, on eithor side of which ars a row of
domons and also of godse Thaso great statues are supporting & stono
ballugtradoe Here is oven a much largor most that had once boon filled with
watore Ingido was open parkeliko forests snd there, sot amongst tho troos,
was tho Tomple of tho Jompagsionate Buddhae On tho many towers were the
hoads of Buddha facing four ways, with tho smilc of compagsion on his othorw
wise stern lips, the greying lichens on tho immenso fostures adding to the
softnossg.

Wo entiorod onmto a torrace, end thoro commeoncod reading the hi"‘fory
carved in stone of tho Khymor race which put this building up about I 9000
yoars agoe Tho carving is vigorously and cloarly dono, and shows tho sort

of food that was oaton, tho method of coocking, ctce Fish wore spoaiod onto
stdcks, and about half 2 dozen roagtod at a timo ovor a glowing fire¢ Pigs
wore boiled wholo in a cauldrons Monkios and poacocks worc in tho trcose

Ono alligator was cvon ogting a man who had £allen overbosrd during g fight
botweon two cancese So sgcenes of domestic affairs and tribal histories are:
carved. ' ' : o

. Wo wont along corridors, some filled with a grocnish moss on tho walls,
vhere a little moisturc had scepod in, ut mosgt of thom porfoctly dry, Weo
clambered up almost vertical stops onmto the naxt lovele Horo tho araa was
surrounded with a wide baleony, tho rail again mado of a stonc cobtra, the
ends being dacoratod in the form of a sovon~hoaded cobra with hood oroct.

In tho chapels at tho four cornors on this level, therc had boon
lingua stonese Those are of Bhramin origin, tho first soction boing round,
the second octagonal, and tho lower goction squarce Thay wore indicative
of Tho Destroyor, Prosorvor, and Jreatore An act of worship was to pour
water over the sacred stome; and go thero was a trough to aatch the wator and
a chamnel to load inside tho temploe Tho third end topmost section of the
building had another chapal, but it was ompty.
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Nearby was the Elephont Terrace, nearly a quarter of a mile longe
Life~size elephents supported the ends, and the whole of the fromt section
was carved with elephants in bag-relief facing towards each other. You can
Jjust imagine the richness of the effect when real elephant s were also used
during ceremonial processions. It was on this huge Terrace thatb King
Jayavarmen would hold court. The Girls of the Palace would come Fforth and,
with their little fingers, would raise the curtain for the King to appear szt
the windows Thig relates Cambodian dencing s 50 formel and traditional; to
the outward ritual of court procedure in the past.

We have a very excellent picture of the times in the writings of
Ta~Kauvtan. He was an ambassador gent from the Bmperor of Peking. He gtayed
in Angkor from 1296 to 1297. This was when the Jembodian Empire was still
at the height of its splendour snd some 80 years before its nystorious
dostructions This documcnt was discoverod in tho Imperial Archives in Peking,
and was first published in Europe in 1902, *

In anothor part is tho Templc of Ta Prohm. This Templo is still |
covared . with forost, and grast trces writhe and twist thoir trunks and roots
in tho mogt fantastic waye Mogt of the building is standing aract, but in
othor parts the stones have fallen to the ground and lay awaiting thoir turn
%o bo ro~oroctede In this particular Tomplo thero is an inseription stating
that thero were 12,600 workmon omployod at tho ono timo.

At tho far ond of this Tomple, sbout ono-third of a milc from its
entrance, thore is a huge roctangular lake, appoaring to bo 2-milc acrosse
It has corcmonial stops loading down to it, on tho top of which wasg once
orcctod a light byildinge This great oxpansc of cool wator would be most
walcomo in tho hot Cambodian climato.

Tho next day I want to visit tho tomb of Angkor Wote This immonso
place covors ovor 29 acros in areay and tho five towers are highor than any
buildings in Sydnoye An approach to it ig madc across o gtono~flagged causo-
way 200 yards longe On cach side, tho cool waters roflect the lotus bloomss

.First comes the main entrance with long colonnades on each side s that
on the north having at the very end a special entrance cut for the elephants
end cartse Behind the colonnade is a long frieze depicting historical '
incidentss This is carved from sandstone s and the sandstone ig polished by
handse The whole design is executed with superb artistrye The insides of
the pillars are decorasted with a fine stone carving of rogettes, looking for
all the world like a brocade or damaske In each column was a reserve about
15" high and 8" wide with the figure of a Uelestial Dancers It geemg the
soveral hundred of those arc all in traditionsl dance POSGSe

The main courtyard insidoc is decoratcd with two water gardens and two
librariess They aro also built of stone, of guporb proportions, and onriched
with carvings. The socond seetion of tho Tomple is carved on its four walls
with murals dopicting storios and logonds, mainly of Tho Buddha. One of thom
ig 150 yards longe Just think of the art gchool necessary to train so many
gkilled craftsmen.

Tho inner sanctum and their scction of the Tomplo is approached by
twelve vory stecp stone staircascs; asconding up to the contral towors This
was usod only by the priosts, and was not approachced by tha ordinary pcoploes
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At breakfast the following morning, a Vietnam friend and his sister
were telling me of a vigit they had made the night befors by moonlight. When
they came to the innermost temple; some local Buddhist monks were praying and
chantinge Their local guides were frightened and ran back to the gecond
section while they stayed for a quarter of an hour listening and drinking in
the harmoniess They later returned to the second courtyard, and by previous
arrangement , the Jambodian guides danced and sang with them for a couple of
hourse. ’

The city of Angkor, with its many temples, was covered and lost in
foregt until 1860, when the French and dambodian Governments decided to clsar
them and make them available for the world to seoe Tho job ig not yot
completed, and so it is for this reason that the wonders and glories of Angkor
have not been known to the outeide worlde It is only since the airfield has
been built that travel to Siem Reap has been so sagye Now, if anybody is
going through Bangkok, they cortainly should arrangc to spend tho extra £24
and as many days as possible to vigit those wondorful and glorious rolics of
the paSl'u : :

Just think folks, Edna Garrard will actually be in Cambodia sooing
these vory things on the 1lth of May.

YOUR WAIKING GUIDE
Walk No. .

45 Bagy walk with tracks all the ways Extonsivo viows of Wild Dogs otc.
Welk particularly suitable for first walk in this arca. GCost, 22/2.

46 Good tost walk through interesting country, with rivor walking, rock
hopping, track walldng, ctee GCost - 24/9

47 Rooksl;opp%%. along crock; with patchy serub to Galston Gorgce -

‘ gogt = . :

48 Ploasant test walk in South Coasgt area. Glimb to Barren Grounds,
then flat and downhill walking. Cogt = 31/6.

49 Basy walk through Lower Blue Mountains, creek walking most of the

 way. Cogt - 15/5, | '

50 Standard National Park walk with good track. Cost - 7/8.

51 Tho "Three Peaks Trip". This ig the trip to find out if you are
fit. (Too bad if you arentt - Ede) Two 2,500 ff. ascomts and
long mileage make light packs ossontiale. Cogt ~ 54/9.

52 Ploasant test walk through Uppor Groso Valloy. Good track with
modium grade out of valley. Jogt = 24/ ' :

53 Interosting tost walk in Goorgos River arca. Track and rivor walke
inge Cogt - 9/10.

FOR_SAIF - CHEAP

"Somak® Vitamisor in good ordor - makes cakes, oxtracts fruik Jjulcos,
splits atoms, otce Sco Thelma Phillips - FM5251 or BO666 axt. 342 (B)
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Youa press the button, we’ll do the rest 1

Finegrain Your
Developing Rollfilms
Sparklineg or
P Priitg Leica {ilms
| perfect deserve the
| Enlargements best SERVICE .

LEICA PHOTO  SERVICE

31 ¥acquarie Place
SYDNEY N.S.W.

SIGNS OF THINGS TO GiE
. = Joan Walker

_ With this winter!s programme we have tried to improve on the often
inadequate R-M~E graditg of tripse You will find after the mileage and usual
R-M-E term there are sometimes additionsl lotters and numerals.

These letters first - may I éxplain what they stand for and how we
have gpplied them se

R.H. Rock hopping. Walking down a creek instead of a ridge is the
usual way of ReHe You may bs hopping from rock to rock in the
oresk, or perhaps wading through it for some distance.

ReS. Rock serambling. Up and over large boulders in a cresk, or
perhaps a gmall waterfall or a bit of a cliff line. This is
NOT rock climbing. It is nothing that o helping hand and a calm
approach shouldn't get you over -~ but if you hate heights, check
with the leader of an R.S. trip 2g to what ig involved.
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S or TS Serub or thick scrub. Somevhere; where, without s track you have
to make your way through ti-tree or some sych growth, or perhaps a
patch of "jungle® such ag on the South Coagt ridges. You may need
"long-uns? for thick scrub, and try to get a big tough walker in
fromt of you.

L.E, Loose rock. A geree slope or ridge covered with broken rocke
Just take it slowly and look out for that rolling gtone.

Bracketed numbers after these letters indicate the approximate milge-
age of each ~ not necessarily contimious ~ and figures in thousands are heights
of major climbs not by tracks or well worn rogtes. For ingtance; we wont
describe Grand Janyon on the programme s Or the way over Clear Hill, If you
have reached there you will make it onto Narrow Necke.

Progpectives and new mombers note:~ These gigns do not necessarily
mean that such a trip is harder or more difficult than anothor. Two or throc
miles of rock hopping in crecks you will probably take in your gtride and
scrub-baghing, though messy, is goon over and forgotten. Three thousand feet
gounds an awfully long way, but take it steadily and you!ll be 0K, Weo are
trying to show something of the type of country you will be traversing and
glving you a chance to be prepared for ite It is the final picturc drawm by
the terms rather than the individual sign that is important. Keop these
symbols in pergpective as something to help you, not as a deterrert to new
‘walkerse The leader is the best source of information on a trip - he hag
planned it and knows what is involved. Agk hig advice before deciding that a
trip is too hard for you.

The Welking Guide in the magazine will describe all trips more fully,
with details of fares, terrain and scenery, so please have a look at that too,

Now leaders and walkers, this system is far from perfoct, it needs
improving and I want your suggestions - constructive please, and preforably in
writinge  Also, if you have definite views on how your trips on the next
programme should be smnotated, well then let me knoy.

OK_REVIEW . ~ George Grey
NATURE IS YOUR GUIDE ~ by Harold Gatty

During the war there was compiled a handbook known as "Tho Raft Book™
to aesist those cast adrift at seas Now by the same author we have a more
comprehengive book dealing also with finding your way on land.

Here is a book that will ingpire you to sharpen your senses of
Observation and deduction of the natural things around you. Can you, without
any ingtruments or charts;:tell the time by the stars, predict the state of the
tides or the phase of the moon, or egtimate digtances with any accuracy?

Thig book is s mine of useful informatione In it you will find
chapters on birds, waves, wind, trees and many cother things of interegt to
those who enjoy the bugh. ' ' ' ‘

MAEKE USE OF YOUR LIRRARY
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POR_ALL YOUR TRANSPORT PROBLEMS

CONTACT

HATSWELL'S TAXI & TOURIST SERVICE

RING, WRITE, UIRE (R CALL
ANY HOUR,DAY o» NICHT

'Phone: B'heath W459 or WI51 Booking Office - 4 doors from
Gardner's Inn Hotel
(LOOK FOR THE NEON SIGN)

-SPEEDY 5 OR 8 PASSINGER CARS AVAILARLE
LARGE OR SMALIL PARTIZS CATERED FOR

FARES: KANANGRA WATLS 30/~ per heed (Minimum 5 Passengers)
" PERRY'S LOOKDOWN 3/ © T i i " o
JENOLAN STATE o |

FOREST 20/ ¥ i " i : 1t g
CARLON'S FARM 10/- n 1 i ﬂ"

WE WILL BE PLEASZD TO 2UCTT OTEER TRIPS OR SPECIAL PARTIES -
ON APPLICATICN .,

;
et SRS )

s T R RELT, TGS OINL S L S GUWE Ml il ST S e e EESe - e e £ SRCDLETMER A e e ——-

BLUZ_MOUNTAINS NATIC P FROJECT
: = Myles Je Dunphy

Following an interview kindly granted me by Dr. van Somaren concarne
ing the above-mentioned scheme s 1 received the following letter from the
Secretary of the Metropolitan Water > Sewerage and Drainsge Board. Both it
and my comments on thig important subject are published hers for the
information of Sydney Bushwalkers. :

18th December, 1956.
Dear &ir,

Further to the discussion which you had recently with the Board!s
vhief Medical Officer, Dr. van Someren, I forward herewith, as requested, a
copy of a plan (No. W00023) showing within green edging the physical catche
ment area of-the Warragambe Dam proclaimed on &th Julys; 1955, (vide Government
Gazette Noe 66), and in red edging, the section proclaimed on 4th September,
1942 (Govermment Gazette No. 112),  Both proclamations were made under the
Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and Drainage Act 1924/54,0

48 explained by Dr. van Someren, the Board is by no means
unsympathetic with your desire thet the whole area be largely reotained in its
virgin state so that its sceniec beauties will not be affectode In fact, it
is in its own interests that the area sghould be disturbed as little ag possible.
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The Department of Land approached the Board some time ago in connection with
the Blue Mountains National Park, and after due consideration was informed by
letter on 17th August, 1954, that the Board was averse to such a park being
set up at the time, as such action might prejudice the more comprehensive con-
gideration that the whole catchment ares would warrant at a later date. The
Board feels that the creation of a Hational Park Trust (which it is assumed
would be necessary if the proposal were adopted) would result in divided
control, which would not meke for smooth and efficient adminigtration of the
areas Moreover; it is essential that the Board should retain full control of
the catchment, its primary objectives being the prevention of pollution,
gurface erogion, etce

Increasing quantities of water are being brought into supply from the
Warragamba River and much as the Board rogrets the restriction, it has been
necessary to prevent camping in the Burragorang Valley. Thig digtrict has for
yoars attracted a large number of people, especially in the summer, who have
camped on or near the river banks and used the river for bathing. Such
practices can only bring about a potentially dangerous amount of pollution.
However, the Board has all the necessary power for the development of the catche
ment as it may think expedient, and on giving consideration to just what use
can be made of the area, consistent with tho essential need to maintain proper
control, duc regard will be paid to tho roprosentations you havo made on behalf
of organiged tush walling clubse 4t this stago, howover, I am afraid that I
am unablo to lot you have any definite informastion in this respoct. '

Yours faithfully,

Ae Re STAFFORD,
Secretary.

(1) Publication of tho above lottor has boon dolayed about fiftcon momths
pending results of inquiries made in other directions, namely: the matters of
Golong-Church Jreek Reserve limestone-quarrying loases; timber-cutting within
Regerve No. 67062 (96,000 acres, gazetted 15th October, 1937), specifically on
South Boyd Heights and in Kenangrs vicinity; the establishment of a State
Foregt in the Blue Labyrinth; and timber-cutting in another area of the Blue
Labyrinth, but nearer to Woodford.

(2)  The status of the undermemtioned places and their present and futtre
avallability for bushwalkers and others, for scenery preservation, fauna and
flora conservation, and general bushland recreation, are of out standing
importances~ Narrow Neck Peninsula, Kedumba and Jedar Valleys, Mt. Korrowall,
Megalong and Galong Valleys, Big Bend of Jox's River s Low Gangerang, part of
High Gangerang, Lower Kanangrs oreek, Kanangra River; Mts. Oyclops and
Paralyser, and most of Krungle-Bungle Range (Guouogang, Queahgong, etc.).

(3) Whereas the boundary of the Water Board!s iproclaimed” area precludes
practically all the above-mentioned places being in tho Greater Blue Mountains
National Park (and in the dentral Bluo Mountains National Park now being
officially designed) the possibility of commercisl intercsts obtaining
permisgion to operate within either or both areas of the Board is very roale
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(4) It should be posgitle for the Croun lands and publio regerves bayond
the ¥proclaimed" area, tut still within the ®physical® oastohment area, to be
reserved or dedioated as a special Primitive Reserve, to save them from
comercial exploltation, shooters and gidnmgetterss Thig gtep ia imperative.
These places are Jenolan, Tuglow, Upper and Middle Kowmung, Werong, Waterfall,
Lannigans and other adjacent oreeks, Bindook s Spring Range, South
Boyd Plateau, Thurat and Kanangra Topa, Boyd Range and Ghrigtyts Creek, tut
mims Kanengaroo and Banshed State Forestse Perts of these lands ars within
Reserve No. 67062, for Preservation of Fauns and Flora (15/10/1937).

(5)  _The trast of land to be dedicated or gazetted as the Blue Mountaing
National Park includes only parts of the Cenmtral Blue Mountaing, the chief
feature belng the canyon of the Grose (Grose River Valley)e About half the
Hue Laebyrinth is included. = The area within lines Joining Springwood, Lowar
Grose River, Glenbrook and Springwood is not included. Thore ig nothing
southward of the railway from Wemtworth Palls to about Hlackheath, but tho
northern boundary extends to Mte. Wilsone

(6) It is acutely disappolnting to realize that tho famous scenic,
mountalnous tract of country, as seen gouthward from Wentworth Falls, Loura,
Katoomba and. Modlow Bath, as far as M-willa, Cloudmakor, Marooba-Karoco, ,
Cyclops and Guouogang, never oan be part of the Bluo Mountains National Park.

‘But if the Water Board eventually decides ™o play bell® with the
outdoors public to the extont of organizing this trast as a primitive areca or
rogserve, and allows approved parties and porsons a comtimation of accoss and
recreational use of it, thon tho value of thig facility will bo fmmonse to tho
peoplo who need it. ' : ,

(7) Tho lettor from tho Board's Seorctary indicatos that tho Board
intonds to take its own time to formilato a plan for tho use of the aroa othor
than as a wator catchment, that it hag tho powor to develop it, also that it
favours a land condition along the linos of what tushwalkors rogard as a
primltive are or natural park.

Mylos Jo Dunphy (18/3/58)

A

THRRE MEN

Three men, three very tired men. Their knees are gtiffening now,
and thedr battiered feet can barely hobble up the main street. of Katoombee
Where have they come from? From Hilltop, down Starlight's Trail, along the
Nattal River and the Cox, then up Black Joxrry's Ridge into Katoomba, all
vithin fortyweight hours - the Hundred Miler hag fallent

v How many times would it have been done before tut for thig thing or
that? How many are glad, how many disappointed? Who knowe? But be sure
of this, that as many as have tried and failed will acknouladge the ability
and the quality of thess three men.

- Johnny Manning e Mick Elphick e Freddie Worrell




2.

RSP L I

e g?g& EI\]EDONTHEUASWTIEW e A
, : oo ,t!Bull Mooseﬁ

5 Have you ‘aver been on a 'br:.p %hat you've done .before 11rbo easily
access:Lble country, where the ridges are g0 familiar that they lose much of
their mystery.and :enjoyment? Do you ever come home.from one.of thess 'brlps e
and .on thinking back .(except for the company, which is in lots of cases enough -
t6 make a trip memorable) agk yourself, "Where -have We: beon?® . We bashed up
so and so creek, had lunch on the same spot as we had it on three other trips,
burnt. up the spur on %o the main ridge and belted along into. such and such a
station without Lifting our eyes from the track. '~ Tired; exhausted and somehow
cheated of a: good trip becamse the country had logt: its newnesse. There :Ls :
none. of. the M"Qpethisistherightbloodyridgel incentive, tor is there a.ny
"Owhhellw:Lllwegetupthere" urge. to. add 1us’bre to the 'brip. LT )

Wha:b's all th:.s 1ead1ng up ’oo" The Ea.ster trrp from Sassai‘ras to
Drury's Farm via the Castle and Pidgeon House (or Gook's Pidgeon House as we
were corrected)e Our party .of six membersy -some: of whom had visited va.rloua
parts along our proposed routes but nons had yet been to:the joining link:- 3
between Mt. Remwick and the Jastle anithle was to- 'be our ob;ec’blve - chal'l.enge -
man against mountain and a1l that stuffe ) s

. We. sterted walking a couple of miles. past Sassafras (maybe this is
where I. should have gtarted the article) and bashed it out along the road to
the V:Lnes. The whole way is again accessibls by car - in: fact, we: were passed
by two a mile or so. before the: burnt out saw ills The countryside, though
burnt out recently, has made a remarksble recovery in ag much as insgtead . of
pushing through grea‘t green farn branches s you now puah th.rough d:.rty, burn'b
black dittos,. G

S As we’ plodded down the s’beep eidee of the creek near. the saw miIL'l., we' -
noticed a mixed party shead, presumsbly from-the cars, "gimilarly plodding down
the timber track, but one chap with a smallish pack. geemed o bo erawling on - - ¢
hands and knees at a remarkable rate. We didn't take much notice at first,
hushwalkers being what they are they should crawl on all fours if they prefer
it ~ thore is nothing much to stop them (excopt stinging nettles on the navol) -
but as he passed one large gumtros his actions sent me diving for my glasses,
and to my relief I found it was s lergo alsa:blon dog carrying his own goars
Woll =—= the gights one scos.

We followed along the route that Colin pubtt .so mich time and. energy
into reconno:.tﬁng (end if you think that was weaks you're in for a shock). :
towards M. .Remicks This way - consnﬂ?s ma;mly of 8 successmn of burrtt out
tyombat para,des“ a:nd swampy flatge .- ..

So,; late on Saturday morn:Lng s We ap roached 'lzne base of Mt. Renw:l.ck
which looks unclimable (rockelimbers excluded) except for a. couple of possible
wayse The first was a deep crack rumning right through, which we. proceeded to -
follow, and ultlmately ghowed ug ‘a likely way to 7the top.. We could have.:@ - .-
climbed it hit we neede& an Yvonne. (Get it?...Hesve.on Renick = cr:z:pesl) R

Wo descended ‘a- wa:bercourge to another turmt out gully,. which, ag they
say in the West, "would tear the gits out of .5 kangaroof. We turned to the
right up another creek, pushing through more burmt owt rubbish, to the gtrangest
Little valley you gver would sees It was (and I suppose it gtill i1s) only =
couple of miles in diameter, nestled behind Mbe Remwick = more or less a saddle
between it and the next humpe A1l around it were rocky crags, fin shaped
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THE CHALIENGE
Che » Geof Wagg

On the Friday might of the last weekend in May, under the light of
a full moon, a group of walkers will step from the hire cars on %o erunching
gravel road at Kanangra Wallse . The cold air will sting their nostrils with
scents of night and frost, while across the shadowed valleys they will see .
the great glass moon send. erystal moonbsamg tinkling down the Spires and lay
like silver dust sheets on the well knowmn, well loved scens. With a joke
or two theyll shrug:their shoulders into:weightless packs and, folding their
arms with hands tucked in against the biting air, start off across the Tops
%o their first night's resting place, below Smithls Pass. ’

- Before them lies The Challenges The idea concaived in rashness
that can't be set asidee It can't be donmee It might be done. It 3OUID
be donse I¥ WILL BE DONEI} If not thig timse, then the next or the next,
If not by us, then by others. : '

Wake in the cold and dark and rise from your stonsy bed to a teste-
loss breskfast. Walk, no fly, with feathered feet botween the sally scrub
just as the earliegt sunbeam reaches out to touch the Topse Ieap Gabet!s Gap
and spurn the stones beneath your feet while the fire within drives you on
and one Snatch a mouthfull of water in Kanangra Ureck, then start the weary
toil of that steep, steep climb to Paraliger; feel the gummit's broath upon
your brow a moment, and with stumbling feet turn once more to the depthse
Tired now, and glad to rest, you cook your food, tut still the fire burnsg and
ag the sinking sun swings up the moon again, your feet are toiling upwards,
stiff and sore, but upwards to the rocky shelf whero you lay down.

Wake, ancther daye The dawn wind blows away your sleep ag the
nlght has swept away your wearinesse Take your pack and climb again to meet
the sune Take that early morning view from Guouogang Trig, soe how far

- you've come - see how far you have to go - and swing along the crumbling
ridge -~ Qeahagong - Jonolan = the Coxe Half tho day gone and a dayds walk
gtill ahoad, but now thero is no doubte. Don't feel tho croek stonmes bruisc
your feet, don't lot those steep climbs break your hoart, nothing can stop you
nowe  On the track, the goal within your grasp, fect no longer touch tho
ground - fly, fly, glide along - a friond befors -you, tread where he trod; a
friend behind, let it drive you on. - The lagt climb, but you see nothings
the last fow steps, then all together step on to the bitumcn road and shout,
"HOCRAYI! We did it#% Thon go to sleap,for the last mile is the Htterest
ons of alle. :

- Well, that's Tho Challenge. Johmny Mannming is doing the same trip
that weekend, only starting from Katoomba. Another elub is doing our trip
in reverses We'll goc them 21l along the way, and I hops we see youe The
Challenge lies thero for anyoms to take up at any time. ‘

The battlo is inside yoursolf,

STORK NEWS

Our congratulations to Betty and Fhil Hall on the arrival of their
latest babe. 4 son; I believe, and theylre going to call him Geoffrey




L6

5

THE FED (very) BEUNION =~ = Taro

Onoe again legiong of bushwali:ers showed their capacity for missing
worthwhile functionse Thege Fed. meets asgk for only a fraction of the year,
and it seems that even that cannot” be spared. SRR

Era is perfection for a reunione ' There ig room aplenty for twenty
thousand, but not that many came downe It's remote tushiness and closeness
to the city makes it beyonds from Jenmtral to pulting up tent involves only
twenty minutes walking from the Geme Lockout or even less from Garige. In point
of travel:-trouble thers is not-the slightest excuse for skipping this meot.

Things happen at Feds. that *dont't  at. ordinary reunions, and whan
clubs oome from afar, we.locals should roll up to greet theme Hail Newcastlce
The outlook was bleak on leaving the train at Waterfall, just a fow S.BcW., not
enough to gtir a bus to action go we fow went by hire care : AU

Era was a fine choicey it has everything - especially now. What a
prelude is the look down from the Game; that ocean-lapped squarc milo just
down there; wood and water in abundance and ours for theo taking, overy inch
of ite No please; no permits, oxactly as Captain Jook had it when he ‘passed
that way. Looked at squaroly this is something romarksble in a bosgcd about
wolfare gtata. ' . ' T S -

: Yos, the CGamo Lookout is a fine place to have a fow minutes non-talky

" meditatione All that blue unchanging exparse and lush omerald undulations jugt
bolow; oven some white tents springing up like flowers. Onc can indoad R

proudly proclaim, #This is mine own country, deedless, bit mine own for a wookonde

And what finer approach could thero bo than the walk down Tholma Ridge,
a rocky, twisgting track with ever-widoning glimpses-of tho carpots of blus and
omerald, all through the leafy lattice of friondly trecss Thanks to rocent
raing, the camping inlets are a deop piled profugion of overything that ‘grows.
There ars patches of green the limit of greeness, and just over there are patches
of twice that. The creeks have voices that oan be heard. No need to go up the
gully for a billyfulle Every wize, shape and colour of tent flecked the lush

green slopes and all-(I hope) captured in a Bob Duncan's film.

: In spite of the alleged wood famine, enough logs were cut and dragged
in to make a fine big and steady fire, and this was not the only fire, for not
far away down the slope two spitted lambs were roasting for hours just %o top
off the camp nighte - .. ’ S . B

With Paddy on deck everything went with a swing with quite a lot of
lagt yearts flavour in it - not %oo much evident organization. again Ken
Stewart gave us some fine songs awaking, alas, memories of the days when S«Bdlesg
could do thise One very fine item was by the YeM. club. A dozen sat’ dowm in
a oirele and chanted to the click of bones = real abo. It recalled a great itenm
by Frank Oramp which was given many years ago. 8o good this is, it should bs
repeated and taped for future use on a wider scale. It could be nearer the
water at Era so that the pedal bass of the surf could be an unending backgrounde
4 olubmate in the G.MeW. would bo happy to do thige

‘ There was ancther 0S surprise. Late Séturday aftornoon I was sitting
by the Ashdown tent when suddenly, ummistakably, came the skirl of bagpipes =
yes bagpipese Jean Malcolm (nay Ashdown) was drousily poeling -spudse Tho pipes

t»
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had an extraordinary effect on Jean, her eyes threw off the sleep and
positively blazed, while the knifel How those spuds copped it. Only heaven
knows how many McDonalds joined their ancestors in the next five minutes.

The pipes proved mogt popular, near or afar, and at the campfire
they piped many a droning lay, including a slide into a dance tune, which
lured a dozen imps into the open to give a wild and whooping display, hurling
each other about like wind blown leaves. All very exciting, unexpscted and
really good fune Came many more items, the closing speech, brakes off, and
then something marvellous. The gpitted lambs had been dissscted, portionsd
and were served with bread slices to join the hot drinks. 5

And what a job it must have been to cart down all the piping to
build the spit, and carry it backs Cheers for all the Trojans who plot and
execute these happy diversionse :

: A1l this was backed up by weather perfection; Saturday night 700,
dropping but two overnmight. Calm, still, starry night, peace and goodwill in
abundance with ever the pipes leaping to life again. Once the piper gave us
a Bach fugue in F double sharp minor, and the drones came into their own.
Johan Sebastian would have applauded = STOP - there's something fishy about
thig, tut let it pass. '

Sunday again and still perfection - a day of dipping and lazing  &nd
late afternoon the piper gave yet ancther fine turn, no more than marching half
a dozen in single file to the beach and home. The blue and the dune, the
green cupped valley, the haversacked file and the fading notes of the pipert
Yes, Feds. are too good to miss, and Era cannct be beaton for these functionse.
We had it as much to ourselves ag at Wood!s Creeks not a stranger came by
save a lons horseman and that too was a credit, for no landscape is complate
without a horse, and some fine ones were down thore decorating the sward with
their fyee~flowing, unleathered gait. :

And so to the car of the Paddy, and the walk around to Garie, just a
track for grubs, not to be compared with the space travel of Thelma Ridgee.

And here ondeth a splondid weekond. Such piping! Such lambing}
Such weatherl We lucky peoplel )

BARRINGTON BIUES or JOAN'S MOANS = Joan Walker '

"I want twentytwo reserved concession returns Maitland -and twentytwo
single extensions to Scone® said I to the ticket-seller. Mind I want ny
lunch in five minutes" said the ticket—seller to me, shutting his window in ny
faces As I caught the glares of the rest of the queus I wondered just whak
the Admiral had let me in for. '

By Good Friday dawn my fears had not been allayed. We started the
trip in best White Ant tradition in Scone Hotel, where, having mislaid three
of the party in the four hundred yards between station and pub, near thirty
walkers snatched an hour's slesp on the floor, to be awakened at six with hot
tea and buttered bunse :

~ Perhapg this restored the party somewhat, so that as the bus sped
to Stewarts Brook I could look around the mob, thirty in all - seven fellow-
. travellers; a solo walker goon known ag the "Tagger® and twentytwo S.B.W.g =
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prosgpectives, a member of two days standing, active and not so active walkers,
and an "old-timer® revigiting =~ a good club cross-sections

The pleasant landscape passed by and the high places of the Woolooma
Range drew our gaze until eventually Barrington itgelf was visible. Firm
whipping=in moved. the party half a mile up the brook for breakfast and then
the pleasant preamble to the main business began as we wandered up the country
roads  Twentytwo walkers in groups of threc and four scattorocd tho landsecape
and the leaders began to wonder just how ono stoppod such a party in onc place
gt one times ILunch below Meshan's Peak probably provided thc answer, though
perhaps our eyos wore still blindod - it took another two days to convinco ug
that you cantt. :

After lunch those who ate in the valloy rejoined thoso who ato on the
heights and that slow pull up to tho trig bogane A wonderful walk if only tho
ground would lic down 2z little. From tho gum-clad ridge with its stoop grass
and bracken covered slopes we lookod out on lightly timborod hills and velloys
of the farmlands, hazo and clouds softcning the barc linas of grassy ridgose
A turn of tho track and to tho south wo saw thoge mystorious forcsts of this
. area with groat troos and looping vines, and that Jjumblo of untouched ridge and
doop river valleys that sproad out from Barrington.

.. Just boforo dusk as many of tho party as possiblo crowdod onto tho
Barrington Trig for tho bonofit of tho rhotographors and were rowardod with a
last viow over the northorn ridges.

A quict camp on the rivoer ncarby = and a vory tired party found tho
ground a much botter resting place than NeS.W. train scats. '

Tho plans for noxt day moant moving camp about fivo miles downstroame
This was not the complete victory for White Ants that it would socm as wo would
degross on the way to Carey's Peak and the Plane Wrock. It was as wo movad out
onto the plains that a false noto sounded = Taro's fluto or Honry Gold!s mouthe
organ around a campfire I have enjoyed - but a full scalo orchostra dogging our
stops is too much Mr. Hooperl A trensistor radio was almogt consigned to tho
deepest creek by an angered mob, but was spared when its owner. promised a Goon
Show broadcast the next night. :

Carey!s Peak, indeed a place of many moods; was to us a cloar and
boautiful entrancer. From the long, low ridge leading down ovontually to tho
Williams to the high summits of 1#t. Royal the eyc wanderods down tho stoop
ridges into tho Paterson and Allyn valleys, over rugged poaks and by cool rivers
wo could Lot our walkor's spirits roam, but a quick look at the noarer vege-
tation mado the open plains of Barrington soom ploagsant and most dosirabloe
But why, with thoso rivers and poaks to stir oncls soul mugt thore bo a plague
on this spot dirceting the viewort!s eyo to Nowcastlo, Singloton, Maitland and
gimilar monstrositios of man?

Evontually whon 211 the englos and foregrounds had boon oxploitoed by
the photographors (and this trip drow too many = thero should bo a maximum
numbor of camoras allowod on & trip) wo roassomblod on tho plaing and continued
to tho big pool for the night. ‘

Rocommonding this campsito almost mado mo forgivo Jim hig radio - a
wido bond of thc rivor forms a docp and blug pool; mirroring tho noarer troas,
and, berderod by 2 lovel sito, backod by gontle, trec-clad hillg. Hero wo
camped two nights, but that first ovening should be raemcmborod,
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We gathered round the cempfire after dinner and, beneath the full
moon of Easter, sang and danced and talkede We heard of Max Gemtle!s firgt
trip into tho Gangerangs thirty yoars ago, then spoke of various exploits of
the lagt twelve monthg; songs from chronic operas followed old traditional
ballads, and the clear gtarry sky, patterned with racing clouds bore a moon
guch as city dwellers never see. The smoke from a dying fire crept along tho
river bank, out of the hollows rose soft whito migts, tho fire logs crumbled
and the night grew cool as reluctantly at first we rotired to our tonts.

Synday saw us rock-hopping down Barrington River whoro it beglns to
drop towards the vallcys . From a moandorlng stroan it had bocomo a quickly
falling river - gheep ridges of "junglo" rising from it, bouldor strown and
full of small cascados and rapidse Wo sought somo soml-mythlcal falls or
what avor aoys the river could show use Alas; rock hopping is not evoryono!s
dolight and no restrictions could kecp the party together. Necossity it was
that gavo us four distinet lunch spots that day, and as cach group felt its
limits had boon reached, it turned for campe The lagt group roachod what
would soom fo be the boglnnlng of the main drop in the river, and though
returning without seoing around tho cornor was cruel blow, we folt wo had socon
enough to d;caw us back ono daye

Across tho ridgcs wo roturnod to camp, dropping to the pool at dusk
Just as thoso alroady thorc 1lit their ¥pillar of fire" to guidec our stopse

Whon I ceénsidor all I had hoard and tho little I had mysolf
oxporioncod boforc of Barrington woatheor, the four cloar, fino days wo
onjoyod wore cortainly umusual. Not onco, but twice could we onjoy a cloar
viow from Caroyls, and it was soft sunshine, not tho silvor of raindrops,
that dapplod tho forest as wo dosconded to tho Willisms. Though the timbor
track now loads almost to the hoart of tho Tops,; and signs of tourists sproad
along tho way, ono can gtill forget thosc in the grandour of thc forcstse
Giant figs, buttrcssed by stranglers of imtricatc tracory, the august gums
that strotch to tho sunlight; staghorns and dclicatc fornms, vines of ovory
sizo waaving anongst tho strango forost trocs -~ not for ono momonmt can ono
coage to rojoico in the boauty sround. On my part, it was with sadnoss that
DI/Iaig{b the forost for tho ordorcd grounds of Barrington Houso and tho bus to

ande

EX MAFING,

The other weekend Frank Young, Henry Gold, Frank Rigby and George
Grey spent their time dismembering and disemboweling the Land Rover in which
they plan to make a circuit of Australia. Neither Henry nor Dighby, it -
appears; are much accustomed to this kind of things In fact, Digby made
the migtake of arrlvn.ng in gpotless white overalls just as the o’chers had
got their hands nice and dirty.

Henry and Digby then got busgy diesmantling the sump with guide book
in one hand and a spanner in the other. From the book, "Remove the speed~
ometer cable! - do you think thig is 4?7 #I don't know. What do you
thinky I don't know. Well, off it comes.?

Of course they forgot to drain it first and when they unscrewed the
plug it was "Hagten, Jason, btring a basin®e Then ptresently, "Bring another
bagin"e Anyway, all good clean fun. ,




ThE SKI TIDE IS RISING ! !

Each year the tide ebhs and flows in
Paddy's shOD..s.ees..during the summer it
is the Bushwallkers'! shop with a few skis
in it but in the winter the SKI GEAR

et A e -mat

ALL BUSEWALKERS..... soe

ghould come
in and have a look at the colourful array
of SKIS and all the what-have-you's which
relate theteto.

i"“.&. SPE‘CIAL ® ® 0 8 0 0 0 ° O

e 1958 PRICE LIST
of SKI GEAR is now ready - ring, write

or cail,

PADDY . PALLIN PTY., LIMITED

Telephone BM 2685

PADDY PALLIN
Lightweight Camp Gear
201 CASTLEREAGH St SYDNEY
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