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EDITORIAL.

No Cheap Miracles.

One feature of the debate on day walks at the November

General Mceting was. so surprising as to be almost a minor miracle -
there was no, oubtery at -the change involved in making day trips
"notifiable" Often there is a tendency to close an eye to altered
conditions, retront behind deeply entrenched custom, and decry any-
thing resembling a change in long-standing Drﬂc+1ce. Evidently,
however, the members present for the November meeting were aware of
the unsatlsrﬂctory conditions surrounding day trips, and believed
leaders of these trips should be Dwotocted from the nocesolty of
turning out for unattended waks
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The change may have the result of producing day-walk leaders. Or
1t may not. We should be chary of assuming that the decisim of the
November meeting will bring about another miracle, and cure all the
1lls associated with Sunday trips. In fact, where walking activity
is concerned, it is doubtful if any resolution carried at a meeting
will have the slightest effect unless members generally are prepared
to lead wallzs and other members want to attend them. A% present
relatively few members are interested in Sunday trips, even fewer are
willing to commit themselves, months in advance, to leading a day walk,

Of course, some move to counter the unhap py position was desirable
and the experiment is a worth-while one, but we should not promise
ourselves miraculous results.

« 5 0

TO OUR READERS - May we wish you the very best for Christmas,
- and Happy Walking in 1954

ceoss and, if you're doing an extended trip

over the summer holidays, let us know about it -
afterwards! The stock of trip stories runs

low about this time of the year, md we want

to hear from you for the February issue.

ese The Editor.

AT THE NOVEMBER GENERAL MEET ING .

I

For the November General Meeting, held on an evening of
incredible stuffiness, quite a fresh breeze of debate blew through the
torpid air: about 50 members were there, and Allen Strom occupied the
chair, tendering the apologies of the President, who was unavoidably
absent. . In correspondence we learned sundry things, that several
belated; subscriptions had been received, and members restored: while
others had successfully scaled themselves down to non-active status.
There were circulars from Brian Harvey advertising two forms of
insurance available to bushwalkers - a personal policy to cover
costs incurred by injury in the bush, and a special camera policy: and
there was an advertisement fram a firm recommending "Dimph"™ for our
mosquito and sandfly repellent.

Conservation Secretary Tom Moppett produced several letters, one
concerning further dealings with the Blue Mountains Flora md Fauna
Protection Society, which was now angling for dedication of the central
part of the Blue Mountains as a reserve: another from the Conserva-
tion Department acknowledging our information about timber cutting in
Mark Morton, and stating that the foresters had found a penetration of
2-chains depth into the Reserve, which had been halted, The Minister
for Lands had declined to alter the provosed boundaries of National
Parlkk and Garawarra. :

After the Federation Report, Allen Strom called for volunteers to
patrol the Bouddi Park, and we came to General Business, the first
item being presented by Tom Moppett on behalf of the Walks Secretary.



IF YOU ARE GOING PLACES
CONTACT |

SCENIC MOTOR TOURS,

RATLWAY STEPS,

KATOOMBA.

DAILY TOURS BY PARLOR COACH TO THE WORLD
FAMOUS JENOLAN CAVES AND ALL BLUE MOUNTAIN
SIGHTS.,

TRANSPORT BY COACHES FOR PARTIES OF BUSH-
WALKERS TO KANANGRA WALLS , GINKIN OR OTHER
SUITABLE POINTS BY ARRANGEMENT,

FOR ALL INFRMATION
: WRITE TO P.O. BOX 60, EAT OOMBA
TELEPHONE 60, KATOOMBA.

Sunday walks, he said, were proving very difficult to obtain for the
coming programme, and 1t appeared-that one reason was the dismay of
leaders who were obliged to appear, whether they had received notlfloau
tion or not, and frequently found they had no party to lead. He .
moved the thratlon of the significant by-law (Section X, number 8)
so that legdevs of day trips should be notified by the prev1ous Friday
evening, and in abgence of advice, my cancel the trip. Speakitii of
day walks (of course) he said the convenience would still be there if
pGOple wanted to use it.

Edna Garrad enquired when this rule would come into effect, and
Tom reserved the right to add two further motlons later, regarding
date of implementation and method of advice.

After a few comments which contribubed little to the discussion,

Alex Colley moved an amendment that the new practice apply only to
the months November to March, but Roy Bruggy held that the leader
should bhe told, 1vresDect1ve of season, ard Kath Brown pointed out
that leaders de been let down just as fvequently in the good walking
months. Jack Yiren observed that only those people who wanted to go
on Sunday walks supplied their names as leaders, and Allen Hardie,
supp orting the original motion, said we may as well fill the
programme with fictitious trips, and if this would help to provide
an irmposing-looking programme, he favoured it. One went to Just as
much trouble preparing for a de walk as for a camping trip.

At this stage Ken Meadows entered on the problem of contacting
the leader if he had no telephone number, and suggested a kind of
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clearing hourse, but when it became evident that this was part of Tom
Moppett's remaining motions, it was put aside until we haa scrubbed
the amendment, and carried the original motion.

Tom now moved that it be necessary for a 'phone number to be
furnished by leaders of day walks for publication on the programme,
and this ran into quite a cross-fire from those class-conscious aboub
the lack of a 'phone, and those who felt we had given to leaders with
one hand, and would now take with the other: also from those who
"wouldn't be druv". In short it began to loock as though the finst
riotlon would be made sterile, and the motion was presently withdrawn,
Alex Colley substituting that leaders of Sunday walks should provide
a nuvmber where possible, and that a "panel" of 'phone mmbers be mde
available for the lower-income-group. In this form, after a few more
comments, the motion was carrled. Tom Moppett's finel motion, that
the new policy be introduced from January lst was carried without
dissent.

A small crop of announcements brought us to a motion by Ken
Meadows that all disbursements from Club funds be made by cheque
direct to the individual or body to be paid, rather than to a Club
officer, so ensuring that we should have a record of the transaction,
but it was pointed out that Committee had itself made such a decision
the previous week, and the motion lapsed.

As a conclusion the Assistant Walks Secretary notified that the
coming walks programme was in a parlous condition, needing large
infusions of trips, and we closed the night's business at 9.10 p.m.

s non .

W e oW b

A NEW PASS FROM THE GROSE.

" In the "Annual" magazine of 1935 (in the days when S.B.W, pro-

ducedian Annual magazine, and before Federation virtually took over

*othis phase), there was an article by Marie Byles describing the first
ascent by bushwalkers of the gap known as "Walford's Pass", about 5
‘#iles ddwn the Grose fram Blue Gum, and about two miles east from Moun'
Hay. .Since that time several parties of walkers have mde their wav
oS from (e Grosce Yy thie vreute, waszing by ¥E. Hay and s~ bachk Lo
Leura, Marle also remarked that, though various parties had expiored
widely, no other pass from the Grose to the tops had been located
between Lockley's Pylon and Walford's route.

Wwell, evidently there is another way out from the Grose, for John
"hite and a small party went that way in September of this year.
Apparently their course was by a gully somewhat higher up the river
than Walford's route: nor were they the first to negotiate it, as
they found the marks of nailed boots on some of the rocks, and this
led them to believe they were actually cn the pass described by Marie
and known to other members. However, John VWhite does noct recommend
this way to people with indlifferent nerves, as some rather ticklish
rock climbing was involved. It would be interesting to learn who
preceded them, '
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;. i -IMPORTANT TRANSPORT NOTICE.

Tt

BUSHWALKERS REQUIRING TRANSPORT
FROM BLACKHERAT; =+ - ANY HOUR

RING, WRITE OR CALL +-c--

SIEDLECKY!'S TAXI AND TOURIST SERVICE

116 STATION STREET, BLACKHEATH.

24 HEHOUR SERVICE

BUSHWALKERS arriving at Blackheath late at night
without transport booking can ring for car from
Railway Station or call at above acddress -
IT'3 NEVER TOO LATE! ‘ ‘

l'PHONE B'HEATH 81 OR 146. - LOOK FOR CARS 5210 or TV270.

OR BOOK AT MARK SALON RADIO SHOP ~ OPP. STATION.

ALL THIS - AND THE NATTAIL TCO!

Four "Samsons"to carry the food, and "Delilah" to do all the
cooking. But when two of the party drop out and the poor girl carries
a 321b. pack as well as being Chief Cook and Bottle Washer - gee, :
that's tough! What's tough? . Life -~ What's that? A magazine -~ Aw,
Forget it! By the way, if a "prospective" wants to know how to get™
breakfast served in the sleeping bag =~ and by a Committee member -
ask Dick Hoffman.

The cause of a tidal wave at Burragorang! The 321b. pack, with
the Treasurer in harness, fell off a log into the Nattal., Vhere were
the cameras? She sported bruises next day to which no colour slide
could have done justice!

Halloween, and the spooks were walking. Mental telepathy round
the campfire., ~What is the most mysterious age? ¥hy - a
S-A-U-8-AGE! Ghost stories in the gloaming deprived the worried lead-
er of his peaceful slumbers.

Returning, two'bona-fide" members of the party were fortunate
to land a hitch, Camden to Sydney at an average of 42 m.p.h. They'll

never be the same again.



Charred Fritz for Sunday breakfast, but one little dog at Hilltop
had a gocd meal of bacon for Friday night's supper. Why not? Ivery-
one else was consuming hot drinks amd eats, and never thousht of
offering him anything!

For lightwelght walkers. No patent has been taken out on the
plastic tent seen down the Nattail, Very light, very cheap, can be
recommended by the inventor.

ACTIVITIES OF THE PARKS & PLAYGROUNDS MOVEMENT ,
Supplied by Mrs. H. Stoddart.

The following is a brief report of the mort important matters
dealt with by the Movement during the past few months:

HARBOUR POLLUTION: Evident collected and forwarded to Maritime Services
Board, with Tequest that tre harbour be cleaned up for the Royal visit.
POLLUTION OF OCEAN BEACHES: Investigation proceeding. CAMPERDOWN: New
park suggested opposite Children's Hospital. HYDE PARK ANENITTES
BUILDING: City Council yielded to pressure by the Movement and others,
to demolish the partly erected building in the park facing College
Street, and place it underground.

WOMEN'S REST ROOMS IN HYDE PARK: City Council refused reguest from

the Movement to remove show windows from the Parlk Street frontage of
the building, WARTIME BUILDINGS IN PARKS: Representations made to
Federal authoritiés TOr removal oF bulldlngs erected in parlks for
temporary wartime purposes. ASHFIELD PARK BOWLING GREENS: The Minister
for Lands advised the Movement that he hns refused permission to
Ashfield Council to grant additional lamd in Ashfield Parlc for bowling
greens. NORTH HARBOUR PARK: Movement participated in deputation %o
Minister for Lands, to protest against Manly Council's grant of a 50«
years!' lease of an area of 1 acre of park land, to a newly formed
bowling Club., &8 a result the Minister refused permission to Cound 1
to grant the lease, PROGRESS PARK, AUBURN: The Cumberland County
Council asked for Auburn Councills vViews on a proposal to re-zone
pertlion of this park as a living area, " Following on representations
from the Movement, Auburn Council decided tocppose re-classification

of the area. VICTORIA PiRK OLYMPIC POOL: The Movement wrote %to the
City Council In support of "Waratants™ suggestion in the "Herald" that
the swimming pool be re~located, away from the University on the City
Road frontage of the park, also that the existing pool be retained and
improved. PADDINGTON: Representations made to the City Council for
provision of a children's playground, instead of tennis courts, on a
small level area overlooking Trumper Par k.

COOK PARK, KYEEMAGH: Protest made to Rockdale Council against the
grant of a slte on the shore of Botany Bay for a Clubhouse for R.S,L,
P.S.A,AA, ATHLETIC FIELD AT PARRAMATTA: The Movement is endeavouring
to have a S~acre area at the corner of Hassell and Harris Streets
developed as a playing field. GYMEA PARK PROPOSAL: The Movement
induced Sutherland Shire Council To Ask the Housing Commission to make
available for park purposes a 3e~acre area at Gymea, which loecal resid-
ents wanted for a park. HiRBORD: The Minister for the Army informed _
the Movement that, following on representations from Warringah Shire
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Council, Manly Counecil, and the Movement, he has instructed the Army
authorities not to take for an observation post, an area of 10 acres
at Harbord, which is wanted for a playing field for new Boys! and
Girls! High Schools, QUARANTINE STATICON, NORTH HEAD: The Movement
continued its efforts to secure reventicn ci this area in public
ownership. DEEWHY LAGOON: The Movement supported requests made by
the Natiocnal Trust to varlous authorities, to have preseived as a bird
sanctuary, the natural vegetation surrounding the lagoon, between the
main road and the lagoon. HOUSING COMMISSION: In response %o
protests made by the lovement direct to Mr, Clive Evatt, Minister for
Housing, Mr. Evatt has furnished the Movement with a list of about
50 areas made available by the Commission for park purposes,
CURRARONG NATIONAL PARK, JERVIZ BAY: The Movement has asked the Minist-
er fcr Lands to refuse permission to subdivide porticn of the above
reserve near Beecroft Peninsula, for an extension of Currarong Town-
ship, ERA AND LITTLE GARTE BEACHES LANDS: Letter received from Hinisth
er for Lands, advising that this ob0=acre area has been approved for
dedication for public recreation, and proclaimed a park. The land is
tc be incorporated within National Parlk, under that Trust.
HAWKESBURY RIVER: The Movement 1s working in collaboration with the
Naticnal Trust on-a plan for the preservation of the scenic beauty of
the Hawkesbury River Basin. GREATER BLUE MOUNTAINS N:ATIONAL PARK ,
SCHEME: Progress report received from Myles Dunphy. WihRAH SANCTUARY
AND LION ISLAND: The Movement has infaormed Miss MinaFd Crhommeiin Bhat
it will glive every support in its power to her proposal tc have these
areas dedicated a National Botanical Gardens and Arboretum, andl for
the promotion of study, and the protection of native flora and fauna.
WILDFLOWER PROTECTION: The Mdvement took part in a conference to
prepare a dossler on wild flower protection, which was submitted to
the Local Government Department. The conference reccmmended that
boronia ledifolila, flamel flower amd waratah be added to the list of
native plants banned from sale, The Department has now informed the
conference that the following species must not be offered for sale in
the 1953 season: Native Reose, Pink Boronia, Rock Lily and Giant Lily.
WHALE BEACH: In response to a request from the Movement, the Warringah
Shire Council agreéd to construct a pedestrian pathway from Whale Beact.
Road to The Strand, thus providing convenient access to the beach.
T.H, KELLY BESTATE AT NARRABEEN: The Movement (with partial success)
urged upon the authorlties, the importance of retaining this 1280 acre
area for public recreation purposes. It is ezpected that, as the
result of representations made, the whole area will he secured later
on. SEASIDE CAMPERS: The Movement urged the authorities to have all
permanent camps removed from seaslide reserves, and to confine future
lettings to legitimate holiday makers, also to have all unsightly
shacks removed,
MARK MORTON PRIMITIVE AREA: The Movement is supporting a request by
the Forestry Advisory Councll for an assurance from the Lands Depart-
ment, that all steps necessary for preservatiocn of this area have been
accomplisted. :
MOOREF IELL RACECOURSE: The Movement is campaipgning to prevent the
sub-division of this 100-acre area (ho longer required for racing),
and its coaversion to playing fields, for which there is a pressing
need in Syiney at present. . . ‘
Numerous other park matters of lesser lmportance were dealt with
by the Morement in the past few months.

B e ]
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BRER RABBRIT.

Do you remember illen Strom's lecture on the Fawna Protection
Panel several months ago, when Dormie expressed concern lest
myxamatosis wipe out our rabbit ropulation - and Roy Bruggy said,
"Well, in that case, we just import two more"? .

There was a bit of rabbit history in an article on the Keepit
Dam Terrain Survey in the Soil Conservation Journal of several months
ago, It reads:

"A census of livestock at Port Jaclkson in 1788 includes five
rabbits, 3 belonging to the Governor. In 1791 an undisclosed mumber
of 'rabblits came from Cape Town and in 1825 they were reported in
hutches, but none was wild. About 1860 they were flourishing on
Thomas Hall's estate "The Warren", Cooks River, Sydney. At bthe same
time they were becoming established in Vietoria and Tasmania. However,
they appeared to spread first from Geelong, Victoria, and crossed the
Murray into the Riverina aml South Australia,

In N,S.W. they were mentioned in 1879 when they were numerous on
the lower Murrav and had become lknown on the Murrumbidgee as far up as
Yanco Creek., 1In a few years they were approaching Queensland. Even
so, there were still many areas untouched in N.S.W. including the
whole of the coastal division. In 1885 they were 130 miles from the
border of Queensland and N.3,.W,

In 1883 the Rabbit Nuisance Act was passed whereby inspectors
were authorised to enter lands and enforce rabbit destruction. Between
the years 1883-1890 the N.S.W. Government spent £1,543,000 on rabbit
destruction. By this time rabbits were becoming a very serious
problem indeed. ‘ ,

Local inhabitants are of the opinion that rabbits first made
thelr appearance in the Upper Hunter Valley about 1895. PFrom then on
they increased rapidly., Destruction of the pest was, and still ig, a
problem in the Hunter Valley, due to the hilly or mountainous nature
of much of the terrain., Rabbits have made a large contribution to the
erosion of the Upper Hunter due to their burrows opening the soil and
causing gullies, and to the removal of vegetation, aggravating the
over-grazed condition of the pasture land."

SOME LIGHTENING FACTS.

By John Bookluck.

Having read Brian Harvey's article, "Have You Ever Been Smitten?"
in the October mgazine, my answer is: NO., I have read similar
articles and used to shudder with fear, because there is nowhere a
safe place when lightning plays, unless one walks around in a wire cage
or earthed sphere.... Until I read some more scientific facts., Your
chance of being struck dead by lightning is 1 in 100,000 for 1000
years' life span, or 1 in 1,000,000 for 100 years. Lven these figures
are low! DNevertheless, it 1s handy to know the medical treatment for
lightning stroke. :
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31 Macquarie Place
SYDNEY N.S.W.

"6 Cocpernock Avenue,
Gymea Bay,
- November, 3rd 1953.

“The Editor, _
"The Sydney Bushwaller”.

Dear Sir:

News has it that protests against the taking of timber from
the Mcrton Primitive Area via the dedication of the Area as a Flora
Reservé under the control of the Forestry Commission have so far
averted the conswmation of the deed. Authority has been shown that
guite a number ~f folk do not agree that the Forestry Commission
should be given a.free hand on the "say so" of some of its officers.
I feel that Ministers and Under Secretaries can be quite out of
touch with the knowledge that an area is widely used for recreation
and that those that use it are very opposed to having it destroyed
by timber-getting. Letters from Soclieties and Clubs are of ten
recelved as expressions of opinions by the writers themselves, but
when numerous, more-or-less private .citizens join in the correspond-
ence, there is a greater need to sit up and take notice.



" 1t 1s gratifying to know then, that our many friends have

supported the appeal to authority published in the October Number
of our Journal; but we would be blindly optimistic if we thought
the battle was won, May I renew the plea to your readers "to be in
it"e 1Ip they have already written, could they influence their
friends to do likewige? The decision on the fate of Morton may now
rest with the Department cf Lands. Maybe your readers (whether they
havethelped or not) could ask the Minister and/or the Under ‘Secretar-
of that Department %o use his influence in having the Area so
dedicated that only an Act of Parliament could interfere with itg
primitive nature, We do not want Morton desecrated, nor do we want
it left to "waste away'; it must be used, used by the Nation, bui
in such a mamer that it will remain for all time, an ecological uni:
of natural beauty.

Yours sincerely, .
(Sgd.) Allen A. Strom,
WB 2528."

LOWER KANGAROO AND LOVER SHOALHAVEN RIVERS.

Data based on trip carried out July 3lst, August lst/Bnd/Brd, 1953,

Route: Moss Vale -~ cap to Sandy Creek - Meryla pass - Yarrunga Ck, -
Kangaroo River - Shoalhaven River - Budgong Creelk and road
to Bomaderry (Nowra).

it e ol paimn

The one~time coach road down Meryla Pass is in quilte good
condition, ani malkes easy walking, About 3/4-mile rast the ford of
Yarrunga Creek, we followed a slde track down to the Kangaroo, which
we crossed just below the junction of Yarrunga Creek, We followed
down the south-east bank of the Kangaroco (the easlest bank as far as
Bundanoon Creek), and camped at the junctilon of Kangaroo with
Shoalhaven, having made about 13 miles for the day.

The following day we went down the Shoalhaven, Going for the
first 1/2-mile on the north bank was bad, and we then crossed.
Recommend crossing the rivers near the junction, and keeping to the
southern bank of the Shoalhaven, which gilves the best going most of
the way., 1In all, we made six crossings to obtain the best going, but
this would ve influenced by the state of the river. A% the beginning
of August there had heen three months of drought, but we could see
debris thirty or forty feet above our heads in trees. After wet
weather it is doubtful if the trip could be made, as the north bank
of the Shoalhaven is the reugher, Provided the crossings can be made
it is quite attractive walking over agreeable flats, with honeycanbed
cliffs, several hundred feok in height, rising on both sides of the
valley. Crossings become less frequent arfter passing the junction orf
Yalwal Creek. Ve camped about 1/2-mile up Budgong Creek on the
Sunday night, with about 12 miles covered for the day,

At the junction of Budgong Creek farms begin to appear on the
side streams joining the Shoalhaven, and a few miles below tidal
influences cormence. Ve walked out on the Monday by back roads to
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Bomaderry, amd it would appear that similar roads lead cut from
Burrier on the southern bank. The Yalwal military map, lacking in
much detall, appears reasonably accurate in its road information and
it seems probhable that one could easily go out on the south side of
the Shoalhaven by the track shown as leading into Yalwal Creek. From
Budgong Creek it is about 13 miles by roads to Bomaderry. ’

it gy

A CHRISTMALZS GIFT. .

«. . WORTHWHILE. .

"YOUR DELIGHT"...A DELICIOUS PACK OF GLACE PINEAPPLE
PEARS APRICOTS CRYSTALLISED PINEAPPLE
———— CUMQUATS FRUIT NOUGAT PAW PAW AND OTHER
. FRUITS - TWO SIZES =~ 11/- and 14/- ...
- - A 'PERFECT GIFT § :

AND ~ POR YOUR CHRISTMiS CAMP - OR TRIP - OR JUST HOME ...
DRIED FRUITS .... APRICOTS PRUNES PEACHES
STONELESS DATES TURKISH FIGS ALMONbS & RAISINS
SALTED & RAW PEINUTS PLAIN AND SALTED CASHEWS‘
CHINESE GINGEFR - IN JARS IN SYRUP ~ OR CRYSTALLISED
ASSORTED NUTS FOR THE CHRISTMAS DAY TABLE
APRICOT ROLLS,, WHEATFLAKE AND RYEVITA BISCUITS

THE SANITARIUM HEALTH POOD SHOP

13 HUNTER STREET, SYDNEY

A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND GOOD WALKING IN THE NEW YEAR
L — T0 ALL BUSHWALKERS !! = ——

"They (Boy Scouts) are a pack of little monsters - each a practising
juvenile dellnquent' No = not quoted from one of our CGeneral Meeting=z
but Clifton Webb in the film "Mister Scoutmaster", (The foregoing doe:
nect necess%rlly represent the views of this JOuran

Home on the Range .... but the Range was the Rifle Range at Long Bay,
and the day trippers from Maroubra to La Perouse on November lst gave

a passable re-enactment of the first wave of Marines going ashore on
Iwo Jima when the machine guns opened up. Committee seemed to think

1t may be considered a test walk, The duo-leaders didn't stop

running until they reached La Perouse, where they joined a tram away
ahead of their weaker followers.
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FOUR DILLS DUMPED IN !DILLY BY DAM! DISPOSAL DINGHY.

By "Rudolf”.

Ah, what a fine day it was as I flowed between the majestic walls
of the Burragorang Valley! Flowing between the tree-lined grassy
banks I felt at peace with the world. There were no canoeists racing
over me =~ no bushwalkers with hobnalled boots treading in me, no
tourists throwing tins and rubbish at me -~ indeed, thls seemed to be
my lucky day. At my favourite rapid near Central Burragorang I
laughed as I was thrown around by the rocks but, as I turned the bend
my laughter changed to horror, There on the bank were four ridiculous-
ly clad creatures carrying a large one-man dinghy. Yes, 1t was the
R.A.A.B. (Royal Australian Assault Boat ) "LOVERDUCK", with four
members of the S.B.W. (Sydney Blimp VWreclers). As I looked across her
broad bow I saw on the bridge :-

Ken Angel ~ under-water expert and navigator

Bob Abernethy - chief engineer and saboteur

Brian Anderson - otherwise known as "The Admiral®

Jim Hooper - chief photographer and the man who couldn't
stand wet pants.

As the smashing of champagne bottles ended, RAAB LOVERDUCK was
thrown intc the water, With gear packed away in kero tins and a kit
bag, the crew jumped aboard, and started on thelr mission "Operation
Loverduck". I can still see them,the way they laughed when the first
rapid was passed successfully. Oh, what conceited confidence - I
theought ~ just walt until they reach the next rap id. I'll show them
who's master. Down the rapid they go with the dinghy jumping up and
down, but... hullo! Brian, who was rowing, has stopped, and grabbed
the opposite rowlcck for support. I say, what a shame! He's knocked
Jim overbcard. Come, Mr, Hoopér, you'!ll have to run faster than that
to catch the dinghy... Oh dear, these clowns will never learn!

Of course, I forgot to mention that every hour or so our
glorified boatmen had to go ashore, empty the dinghy and pump it up.
During the process air leaks were stopped with Bostick Rubber
Solution, which also stopped some of the crew from going oveiboard
if they sat on enough of it. At last, after much discussion, Ken and
Jim came to the conclusion that Bok and Brian are hopeless as a pair
so, as they race down the next rapid, Ken and Bob are at the oars ...
well, for a while, when Bob seems to have taken the plunge.

The sun was going down and the air becoming cooler so I thought
that one more piece of b....... was needed to put the crew of
“Loverduck” in the right mood before they camped. Having only
suffered two mishaps (the departure of Bob and Jim into the water)
they were feeling so confident that to survey the rapids in the turns
seemed an unnecessary acticn. Well, I'1ll soon change that, I thought,
what a surprise they'll get when they come arcund the bend into a
rapid and find a bridge with only two feet clearance. Here they
ccme - MY! what panic has broken out. It's the first time Il've seen
a bushwalker pull his head in, let alone four at once .... the dinghy
is spinning around in the turbulent water but - curses! - they passed
under without mishap. Ah, this 1s the sight I've wailted all day to
see., 4Ag Jim yells "Look out!"™ the dinghy hits a submerged tree, With
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the force of the water the dinghy flies up on its side andl four
amazed faces are hurled into the water one by one., Lilke all ship
stories, the 4Admiral hangs on to the last, but an unknown saboteur
rpives the craft a final pull as he goes over, anml the Admiral follows
‘his shipmates into the river. (How could you do such a thing, Bob?)

Bob, Jim and Brian have appeared, but wherel!s Xen? “rouble does
not end at this stage for Ken., Bob, who catches up with one of the
floating ¥ero tins, hurls it on to the top of the upturned dinghy. Ken
~caught under the dinghy, receives the tin fair and square on the head,
with the result that a pair of feet, with Ken following them, fly out
from underneath. These dare-devils of the dinghy sure look a sight -
the forr of them shivering with the cold, waist deep in water, gear
fleatlng everywhere, and the dinghy upside down, Unable to take any
more water work, camp ls made for the night,

"As on any expedition, mutiny is always liable toc break out
amongst the crew. 1 fear that Bob's reasons for mutiny were poor but
I supposé anyone would feel rebellious, standing around in wet
clothing, unable to get dry clothing because cof the ridiculous knot
Ken had tied on the kit bag. Well, at last a fine meal of six green
peas and half a cup of tea sweetened with sand, and the intrepid
adventurers settled down for a night's sleep clad in warm T-shirts
and shorts. Needless to say, little or no sleep was mnd by all,
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At the break of dawn my banks burst into action again as the four
bodies prepared for the second day of the journmey. Again there was g
near crisis. It was discovered that Jim Hooper had eaten one nore
balked bean than the rest, bubt owing to an oversight by the Admiral
they were unable to make Jim walk the rlank, so he was posted %o the
pumping room for five hours.

Many a tourist on the way to Bimlow was impressed by the sight of
that dinghy and eight legs running down my shallow rapids. With only
1% miles to go (4 hours dinghy time), tragedy befell this group of
dead losses. In a wide open part of the river Admiral Anderson stood
up in the boat to survey a rapid 150 yards ahead., As he did this, Bob
lcoked at Jim, Jim lroked at Ken - and the poor Admiral fell overboard.
Attempting to climb back into. the dinghy the Admiral received a rude
shoclt -~ trying to climb into the dinghy from the water has the effeck
of tipping it up, so the Admiral began the dan gerous 30~yards swim (in
a lifejacket) to shore, where the others picked him up. It would be
bad luck for a voyager to fall overboard in the middle of the Pacific -
one would have an awful long way to swim bhefore getting back in.

At approximately 2.0 p.m. RAAB LOVERDUCK was pulled out of the
tide at Bimlow, after the roughest trip it had ever undertalken.
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Well, members of 3.B.W, =~ you can see that dinghy transport is
now quite the thing - so what about it. The crew of RAAB LOVERDUCK
will challenge any other crew, in a similar type craft, to a race from
Bimlow to the Nepean River, via the Warragamba River. But, before you
take up this challenge, remember you must have certain qualifications,
Firstly, a craft similar to RAAB LOVERDUWCK - a crew of bright, brainy,
breezy boys and girls - but most of all, each crew member must bhe a
prize ratbag.

CONGRATULATIONS TO : ZElsa and Malcolm McGregor - a son, born
November 17th. To bé named Robert.

Ruby and Bill Hall - a daughter - we under-
stand born about mid-November.

Freda Dawborn (Newman), whose marriage early in
October was followed by a honeymoon trip to
liestern Australia.

FEDERAT ION NOTES - NOVEMBER.

By Allen A. Strom.

"The Bulletin" (Newspaper) is preparing an Australian Encyclopaedia of
Sport and has asked the Federation to supply certain information con-
cerning bushwallzing,

GOLONG CAVES: The Rover Ramblers! Club supplied information concerning
shooting within the sanctuary associated with the Colong Caves., An
affiliated Club will be contacted on the matter.
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SELRCH AND RESCUE SECTION: The resignation of Tom Wardhaugh from the
position of Secretary of the Section was reported. '

RUBBISH ON PUBLIC RESERVES: The Parks and Playgrounds Movement has
been ccnsidering the matter of clearing rubbish from Public Reserves.
The Movement would like to know whether Bushwalkers would care %o
assist with clearing work if Councils or Trustees provided vehicles.

MORTON PRIMITIVE AREA: Quite a lot of suppcrt was given to the appeal
for protests to be made against the declaration of Morton Primitive
Area as a Flora fteserve under the ¢ontrol of the Forestry Commission.
The matter has been quietened down, probably to be carried on behind
the scenes. Clubs are therefore asked not to let up; every available
person should let the Departuents of Land and Conservation know that
the only way to give satisfaction is by malking Morton secure from the
timber getting.

BOUDDI NATURAL PARK: Encroachments are taking place on the northern
sections of the Parl (between Little and McMaster's Beaches). The
Trust (which has four bushwalker representatives out of seven members)
needs more volunteers for patrols. Thése patrols lzeep the Trust
infermed on conditions within the Park, assist with clearing and
cleaning at campsites and along tracks and spread propaganda for
keeping the area primitive, This Park was created by the efforts of
bushwalkers and as we receive very little financial assistance from
the Government, we need all the help that is possible.

BUNGONIA GORGE: An interview has been held with the Chief Insvector

of Mines on the subject of having the Gorge declared a National Monu-
ment. Two geologists are at present conducting a survey in the area,
after which some decision on the Department of Mines' attitude may be
expected. :

KARIONG PROJECT: Frequent surveys of the area proposed are being made.
Members are invited to join these and to bring along persons whom they
think might be interested in the work. Details from A, Strom at
WB2528 or UA2983, '

BEECROFT PENINSULA: Report that portion of the Peninsula may be
subdivided 1is being investigated.

BUSHFIRE PATROLS organised by the Federation within the National and
Garawarra National Parlks have commenced. They have been well received
by both Park authorities and the Sutherland Shire Bushfire Fighting
Organisation which has undertaken to assist with fighting fires within
the National Park, All fires within the Shire (including the National
Park) should be reported to LB2511 (continuous sérvice). For further
detalls and for those who wish to volunteer for patrcls, ring Paul
Barnes, UB1351,

Reports that a Stock Route is being cut into Yedumba Valley from near
the Queen Victoria Homes will be the subject of enquiry to the Blue
Mountains Shire Councll relevaant to the Blue Mountains National Park
proposal. '
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Ever used a Gelger counter? They're
cute things. When switched on they
give a pleasant little hum with little
clicks coming at ramdom. The clicks
are caused by cosmlc particles coming
in from outer space - Romantic, 1lsn't
it., When uranium is about, however,
the Geiger counter goes frantic -
clicketty click -~ click click. It's
as simple as that!

Paddy (ever to the fore with such
Bushwalkers' necessities) can hire you
one £3,10,0 first week and £2,10.0 each
week thereafter. If you insist on
buying one Paddy will oblige.

All good wishes folks for Christmas.
Peace on earth. Goodwill %to all men
henceforth and for ever more.

PADDY PALLIN

Lightweight Camp Gear -

20i CASTLEREAGH St SYDNEY
M267 8
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