'y

THE SYDNEY BUSHWALKER

A monthly Bulletin of matters of interest to the Sydney
Bush Walkers, C/- Ingersoll Hall, 255 Crown St., Sydney.

i

No, 188 - JULY, 1950 Price 8d.
Editor: #lex Collev, 55 Kirrihilli Reporter$® Jim Brown - - +- G
AVE@., Milson's Point Sales nnd Subs: Shirley Evans
Production and Business Manager: Production Asst: Bill Gillam
Brian Harvey Typed by Jean Harvey & Shirley
King
CONTENTS
Page
Editorial '~ The Walks Programme 1
A% the June General Mceting 2
Addition to the Library by Jess Martin 5
Siedlecky'!s Advt. 5
Winseér Jcourney, by Kath Brown 6
- Wambling Down the Kowmung pv Dorothy Ha sluck 9

Euroka Stockade, by Kevin Ardill 11
Letters to the Editor
Frank Leyden from Switzerland 15
Mysterious Katoomba -~ Brian Harvey 17
One Captain to o Ship: One Lender o
to n Walk - Ernie French 17
Colwm 8% by Kevin ardill 19
Federation Notes 20
After the Deluge -~ What? Paddyls advt. 21
EDITORIAL
The Walks Programme
The winter walks programme is to hand. It forshadows great
exertions, On 1t there are 49 walks - 49 expaditions into those
allegedly dangerous and prec:pltous regions which the press describes
as "the roughest ceuntry in N.S.W." The totnl distance covered in

the 49 quks will Be 917 miles. If ten people go on each wnlk they
will cover, 1nd1v1duﬂlly, 9,170 miles, while fthelr trnin travels will
aggregate enou@ﬂ Uﬁsoenger NllOo to enoirclo the globo, They will
consume half a ton of foodstuffs. Their output of ensergy in climbing
will be sufficient to raise 24 elephants to the Ttop of Mount

Everest. Space does not permit an estimrte of the number of words
incidental %o these activities,
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The master-mind behind the programme is the Wallks Secretary.

Of the 49 leaders he approasches, only a few will take a pencil and
immediately place on the programme a good walk complete with debails.

-Many will dither for some time, or leave it to him to fill in details.

He must try to get a good distribution of test walks, provide for the
yvoung and the old, the energetic and the lazy; and choose reliahle
leaders. Then t?ere is checking, typing, proof-reading and many other
incidentals. His job is complex, difficult and almost continuous, and
the least he can expect from the people who are going to enjoy the
walks is their co-operation. If he doesn't get it nobody could blame
him for c?rrylng out his threat of "no walks no walls programme’, or
emulating bhis predecessors in office by hurrving off to a distant
destination. :

AT THE JUNE GENFR:L WEETING,

- e i at e o mem e MR Lt e o e e e ad

Jim Brown.

We are at a loss to defime the peculiar charm of a General
Meeting at Ingersoll Hall on an evening of downpour (at the end of a
week of deluge), but there was a healthy roll-up of about 80 for the
June General Meeting. We even had two new members, Rita Edwards and
Bob Chapman, and perhaps because of the recent dearth of new talent
the meeting accorded them the most vociferous welcome of recent times.

Stemming from that part of the May minutes which rccorded an
allegation that a Committee member had refused to lead an official
wallk on the next programme, a report of Committee's investigation was
read: the member alluded to, Jaclk Vren, had made his ildentity known,
and claimed that his jocular comment in declining to lead a walk had
been misinterpreted. Committee considered that this was undoubtedly
the case, and it was pointed out in the report that, although it was
desirahle Committee members play a very active part In Club affalrs,
there were occasions when other commitments prevented them from leading
of ficial trips. At the present time, a Commnibttee cowmprising 6 per cent
of active strength supplied about 20 ggg cent of walks leaders, Alex
Colley said he was sorry Jack Wren ha /mentioned his pre-occupation at
an earlier stage. He believed that all members,whether on conmittee
or not, should be willing to lead walks if they were capable of leading
and were not prevented from dolng so by family or occupationnl ties.
Dizinclination was no excuse. Committee's report was adopted.

Federation Bulletin contained a report that the Mark Mortcn
Primitive Reserve had not peen dedicated, and that the Forestry Depart-
ment was considering exploiting the timber in the area. Enquiries
ascertained that Federation had not resolved cn any action, and that
lack of surveyors had apparently precluded the dewlnltlon of the
boundaries of the Reserve. Later in the meeting 1t was resolvsd to
communicate with the Forestry advisory Council, ftransmitting the
Conservation Bureau's information, and asking 1f they had any further

information.
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A recommendation from the Commitiee that The Cludb Room be closed
on the Friday when the following Monday was a public holicay was
adopted. Supporting the motion, the Treasurer saild about six members
had been present on the Friday of King's Birthday Week~end, including
two Committee members who appeared only to close the room. Scomeone

a

commented "A financial flop)"

The President announced that the- time had arrived for a decision
on compensation for Era Resumption. He stated that he had enguired
into prices for similar sales near Jamberoo, and based his considera-
tions on recent appreciation of land values, and a comparison with the
estimated value for Portion 1. It appeared that £650 was a reasonable

figure for our claim. Fred Kennedy moved that we submit a claim for

that amount, and the motion was carried. Dormis enquired if we had
heard from the Minister for Lands in response to our tentative offer
to forego compensation under certain conditions, and was sdvised
"acknowledgment only received”.

Walks Secretary Don Frost proved stiff-nscked when he rose to
speak of walks and walks programmes. With head held askew and many
scarves about his suffering isthmus, he complained of the difficulty of
sec¢uring walks and leaders for the programte, and of the lack of
originelity amongst walks, which induced merbers %o gc cn prlvate
frips, so white-anting the official activitids. Asst. Walks Secretary,
Roy Bruggy, leapt to the aid of his General, and urged potential
leaders to give a little thought to their walks and rrovide mileages,
train times and the other details which made compilation of =2
programme an onerous job,

The necessity of providing Test walks on the summer programme

was questioned, and Gil Webb extended the idea with the suggestion
that easy camping trips could cover all three official wallks on Fummer
week-ends, with successive parties on Friday night, 3aturday and Sunday
all making their way to say, Era.

- Rebellious Bill Gillam would not blame anyone for failing %o put a
walk on the programme, Several week-ends ago he had provided what he
considered an interesting and original trip, which lapsed for lack of
starters. The same week-end an easy jaunt to Furcka produced almost
30 members. ("Personality of the leader” said the ubiguitous voice from
the rear.)

Don Frost rose again., He had not gene on Wr, Gillam's trip, he
agreed (I can't speak any louder, you'll have %o lisien harder)., He
had gone to Euroka himself, Here, apart from his rigid neok, he would
have reached up to his greatest stature. It proved,; he contended, that
Saturday afternoon walks were the best attended con the programme, but
the hardest to secure. On the current programme, only one of the l%
day walks (Jim Hcoper's) had shown originalitw.

Dormie felt that the programrme; as a matier of tradition, and for
the welfare of. the prospectives, should be filled as far as possible.
The old walks were still new 50 new members and should continue to
appear. Hang the prospectives, said Bill Gillam; why sweat and strain
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with test walks In the summer to provide 15 per cent of the club
strength with a programme?

All this time, therc had been no motlon before the chair, of
course: but what the Hell? It was all good clean fun, anyway.

Don Frost argued that it wasn!t necessary to go fur afleld for
new trips. You could ring the changes on o0ld places by new approaches,
A previous map reconnaissance would reveal endless possibilities, and
make an interesting programme. Jack Wren suggested that 1f members
converted private tripm into tClub walks by submitting them to the Walks
Secretary riuch of the difficulty would be overcome.

Harking back to the difference of opinion on providing test walks
for prospectives, Kath Brown considered the newcomers should be glven
consideration. The mocst active part of a walker's career was often
the first two or three years, and during this time they contributed
much to the walking enterrrise of the Club., This activify should be
encouraged by a complete preogramme. Jim Hooper thought campcraft and
mapreading trips coald perhaps replace some of the test walks for
sunmer months. ' '

Since he could not be accused of getting away from the subject
(there being ro officilal subject) Alex Colley drew attention to a
"preach of the code of ethics"” on the official King's Bilrthday trip
when a member and two prospectives became detached from the party for
three days., Dormie, speaking for the strays, saild that an-arrow
scratched in the track by non-walkers had misled them. Said Bill
Gillam, "A study of astrology, signs and portents should be included
in prospective 'members! training”.

Reverting to the walks programme, Brian Harvey suggested useful
publicity for walks could be given in the magazine, and this was
endorsed by the editor, who said he did his best %o encourage leaders
to give advance details of their walks.

Allcen Strom considered that the Walls Secrebary might prepare much
of the programme himself, spacing his trips for region, mileage and
severity, and then securing leaders. No, no, no, sald Don Frost, that
"would strain my mental capacity”. ~He could work out four or five
fairly novel walks - but not a complete programme.

Don's subaltern spoke again to sound the ceasc fire with a plea
for co~operation with the Walks team. Preparation of the programme
was always a wrestle against the calendar, and properly planned walks
made it much easier for the Walks Secrefary.

Dormie now rose to guote recent news items that New Australians
were ruthlesgsly shocoting native creatures and despoiling protected
plants, He moved that we approach the Federatlcn to have fthe Minister
for Immigration notify newcomers to the comntry that our flora and fauna
were mostly prctected. Xath Brown said she had heard similar instruction
being broadcast in speclal radio programmes for New AMustralilans
recently, and Dormie'’s motion was carried.
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‘Az the meeting ebbed away Sydney's 50%h inch of raln for the year

fell, and it was decided that the Christmas Party should be held a

reasonable period before December 25th - not the preceding Friday.

Surprisingly, considering all that had been sald, the meeting
wound up at a couplc of minutes before nine p.m.
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ADDITION TO THE L IBRARY.
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By Jess Martin.
"GREEN GLORY" By Richard St. Barbe Baker.

s s s st

A fascinating book for all who are interested in trees.

, The Author, a trained forester, has travelled extensivelﬁ and
describes the forcsts of the World in vivid word pictures which are
enhanced by the liberal anumber of beautiful rhotographic plates,

The chapters on forest destruchion and soil erosion, and the
devastation which follows thoughtless use and wholesale destruction
of forests, emphasize the necd for gréater intercst in wise conservation
of existing forests and re-forestation of denmded areas. A little of
this latter work 1s describhed.

This is a book all members should find enjoyable rcading.
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WINTER JOURNEY.

e 0 . AR b A N e .

By Kath Brown.

"To Wewnes or not to Newnes" -~ that was the

e subject of debate at Blackheath station at 10 p.m,

A e on the cold, wintry Friday night of King!s Birth-
Ffé day Week-end. The protagonists were the fifteen ,

et bushwalkers who comprised the official S.B.W, party

gﬁ o and the taxi-driver and offsider who had undertaken
§ e to ftake them 30 miles or so out to the State Forepts
j on the first stage of their trip. S

§
o/
b The roads out that way, said the taxi-driver,
{ _ were bad, he doubted if he could get them through.
o The bushwalker leader assured him that the Forestry
| ¢ peuer o Department, contacted that day by 'phona, had
~ vaw, ﬁ&ﬁ declared the roads clear, Why not go %o Kanangra?
! suggested the taxi-driver « he already had one
{ half-empty car going that way, No, replied the
A bushwalkers firmly, Newnes or notlhing.

Blae i
kh%% Eventually it was decided to go as far as
possible along the Newnes road, and the fifteen
walkers and their respective packs wsre squeezed
gty in or attached precariously outside the two cars,
and at length, at 11,30 to be rrecise, off we
went .

The roads werc country roads, but not bad, one detour and a couple
of slightly muddy spots were negotiated and finally the fifteen bodies
(and packs) were deposited on a bleak roadside, no one quite knew where,
but with pine trees offering shelter on one side and a small gwamp
promising water on the other.

The night's adventures had not yet finished, however. A little
later, as the tents were going up under the pines, an angulshed cry was
rassed along « "The cars are stuck in mud just up the roadl” So for
another half hour the walkers toiled, and at last the big car was freed
and the taxi-driver went on his homeward way, but the offsider was stuck
fast and had to wait till wmorning when help in the shape of the Forester's
truck was available to pull him out. He had a cold night but the leader
provided him with brealkfast and he collested a couple cof fares from the
Forestry Camp to teke back to town next day, so was not wnduly downcast.
The taxi~driver no doubt returncd home bitterly pleased that his worst
fears had been realised..

Next morning dawned dull =ngd cold, with frost whitening the dead
logs round the swamp. The carpet of Pine needles under the trees formed
a sof't bed, but the sleepy bushwalkers, who had not turned in £i111 2,30 a,m,
found that pine twigs did not burn as easlly as they expected, in fact
they had to go locking for dead gum to re-inforce the smoky little fires,
With daylight our position had been located, and as the leader thought
he ought to see the car safely out of its bog, a depubty leader was

’
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appointed arnd at last the first instalment cf the party was ready to
move off. With a clear track ahead 1t was felt no one could go astray.

The way lay first along a country road, then for a few miles along
the old Newnes railway to Dean s S3iding, at "which roint we were %o turn
on to the old coach road which ran along a ridge and then twisted its
way down the mountalnside to the valléy of the Wolgan River, and
eventually to. the old mining township, now practically deserted, of
Newnes. The oldvrailway also came to Newnes, but by a much more devious
route. This first day's march was about 15 miles, and roughly half~way
we ran off the map, as the Newnes district is not yet covered by
fm;lltarv mmps. : : : .

. The g01ng was easy and we made good btime, so that despite our late
start we had seven miles behind us when we stopped for lunch. The party
. caught up In dribs and drabs and soon we werec all assembled. 4£11%? No,

three were missing. Two members and one prospcctive had somshow
vanished en rouse. After some discussion it wag decided fthat they had
‘probably kept @long the railway instead of turning off on to the old
coach road, and later we found this was so.

~The cliffs . of the Wolgan valley' re superhb,. Knobbly sandstone
crags above sheer reddwshngold walls, falling away some 1,800 feet to
a narrow green valley. The ease with which the old road brought us
through this barrier was amazing. The surveying of this road and the
railway route was a great job. In no time we were down and finding
. ‘a precarious way over *He WOlgan R;ver by means of two sllppery fallen
‘ trees° : : :

_ ~Three ‘more miles along a valley road and we rcached Newnes, now

Just a few sleepy deserted bulldlngs where once a prosperous townshlp
of 2,000 people was established. The hotel, however, i1s still occupled

and the proprietor offered us the use of the old SuO”G ag shelber.for
the night, With rain ¢louds brewing up half the party took advantage

~of this kindly thought, but the others, with bushwalker independense,

put up thelr tents on a grassy patch by a 1little side stream and

- braved fthe elemunts° ’

Rain fell stead;ly for aboit an hour, and we sat in our: tents‘
wondering whethcr we had been too 1ndependonu° But whon the rain
ceagsed and we sat round our cosy oar pfires eating our dinners with the
1ittle stream gurgling nearby and the friendly mountains looming around

=

ugq we felt glad we were out in the clean freshnesz of the bush

A v131t to the. old shale~mining works, a mﬂle dewnstream from our
canp was the first item on the movn¢ng’s programne, and so infteresting
did we find them that it -was hard to Gtear oulgelvms away, although with
another 15 miles to wallk out of the wvalley we dare not leave too late.
The rusty railway engines were particularly fascinating, massive brutes-
with their wheels grouped in four sets of bogies so that they could
negotiate the sharp bends.

We followed the old rallway on our climb out of the valley, but
did not see the lovely views prcmised, because rain set in as we ate
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our lunch at the foot of the climb and from then on visibility was
limited %o near-at-hand scenery.

Our missing three had still not turned up, but we had news of
them from a farm in the valley, which reported that three men had
arrived at dusk the previous night, camped near thelr property, and
intended leaving the valley by the Wolgan Gap for Lithgow. So all
seemed well with them, and though they had missed seeing Newnes we
felt sure we would collect them safely at Lithgow.

The o0ld railway skirted the foot of the cliffes and then wound
up @ narrow gorge. Here ferns anl bushes looked lovely but made wet
going. Then we were in the first tunnel, 2 long, dark, winding one,
whose roof and walils were fostooned with glow-worms, making quite a
fairyvland.

The grade of the railway line, about 1 in 14, was a stecp one
for trains but an easy one for bushwalkers, and before long we found
we had reached the tops, passing through a second tunnel and seeing
some fine timber in the gullies en roubte., It was still raining and
now we could feel a strong cold wind from the south, so we began to
think longingly of fire and dinner. Our leader had been gilven
permission for us to use a cottage at the 15-Mlle Pine Forest, and
though we werc still four miles away when dusk fell, in view of the
inclemency of the weather we decided to push on, though we were
beginning to feel tired and three of the party had developed blisters,

As we plodded on through the gathering gloom the rallway track .
could be dimly seen, then back to the country road and with torches
out, ard hands and feet getting colder every minute, wé watched for
the turn-off to the cottage. What a relief to be inside away from
the bleak, wet coldness, though there arc certain difficulties fto
cope with when seven people, averaging two cooking utcasils apiece,
are all trying to cook on one small smoky fire, TFortunately there
was a fuel stove as well as a fireplace, or some of us may have gone
supperless to bed., At last, tired, fed and warm, we lay in our
sleeping bags and listened to the wind howling outside as we fell
asleep. The recorded temperature at Mt, Victoria that day was 34
degrees and light snow had fallen, so 1t was not surprising that we
had found it cold.

Monday, the last day of the holiday week-end, was ovr "getting
home™ day, Transport at the beginning of the trip was a blg enough
strain on our finances, and we intended to walk out to Lithgow on
the final day,., Another road-~bash of 14 miles, but as it was =2 country
road through bush and pine forests, and new country to most of us, no
one minded.

. The weather was again cold and rainy, and we swung along at a
steady pace, glad of our warm clothing and our waterproof capes and
hoods, A quick lunch in the shelter of the pines, and then on again,
too cold to stop any longer than necessary.

And so at last into Lithgow, approaching down a long gully to
find this industrial city nestling in a beautlful mountain valley. A



city whose front may be shabby but whose back door looks on the
everlasting hills.

"But the bushwalkers main thoughts now were for food, traln and
home, and after a quick meal in a cafe, and a re-union on the station
with the three missing members who had reached Lithgow ahead of us, we
soon found ourselves s itting drowsily in our homeward-~bound train
feeling glad, very glad, that despite the wet and the cold of the
later part of the trip, the question "To Newnes or not to Newnes" had
been settled in the affirmative.

WAMBLING DOWN THE KOWHMUNE,

by Dorothy Hasluck.

In view of the weather!s past record -~ very black - and I don't
think I will have any dissenters on this question - we (Edna Garrad,
Jess Martin and I) turned down an exploration trip to the Hollander
Creek and Upper Kowmung and decided on an easy wamble down the Kowmung
from Kanangra. Not taking any chances we settled ourselves in the save
for the first night. Do I hear cries of "Pangy'? Hearing voices I
sallied forth to find Réley (a friend of Peter Page's), his son, and
Frank Craft and his son, bound for a trip via the Boyd Range o '
Yerranderie and then back to Carlon's. They, being of sterner stuff,
were camped on the cresk. The morning dawning bright and clear we
21l tore ourselves from our beds to see the sunrise from the teps and
were certainly rewarded for our efforts., The dark ridge of the
mountaing was tinged with pink along 1ts length, and poclsed above a gap
was a pink cloud of such ethereal texture as to appear unreal, the
valley filled with soft downy mist, In a few minutes up popped King Sol
in all his golden effulgence, completing a picture of grandeur and :
majesty.

The other party having left early, we went off to sece the Falls,
which were absolubely at their best ~ a tremendous volime of water
tumbling over in a spectacular leap. Our plan for next morning being
to walk over the Gangerang, we decided %o rise befors the crack of
dawn. As BEdna made a misiake in the time we rose at 4 a.m, instead of
5, and had to walt till it became light. By the time we reached Gabes
Gap the weather was breaking - apparently two finé days belng the
1limit - so we rebturned, as also did the other pariy, having found the
serub pushing terrific on the Boyd Rangec. J

The next day we all left for the Kowmung. Some onec had made an
"HYGf stones by the ridge before Hughes, which was most confusing to
those not knowing the route., A wet night was looming as we reached
the River and a struggle ensued to get the fire going, everything belng
so saturated. Wherever there was good wood, there were also good ;
nettles - thousands of & fine healthy brand which were %o hecome ‘worse
as we proceeded. My only consolation was that we were probably belng
inoculated against rheumatic conditlons, as one of Rolfe'!s drivers had
told me that when his arthritis affected his hands so badly that he was
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unable to drive, he would go out and grasp a lot of nettles and then
he was right again.

Next morning I had a solid hour's strugglc with the fire, but as
struggle was to be our lot, instecad of a nice easy treck, it was just
as well %o get used to it early. The weather gods, however, did rclent,
and from then on it was fine, which was a miracle as we heard afterwards
that 1t had becn webt:.everywhere else. But, to recturn to our btussle
with nature, when we weren't struggling through seas of outsize nettles
and stinking roger hccause the crossings were impossible, we were
scaling cqually impossible cliffs, one of which confronted us just as
it was time to camp. Girding up our loins and expecting the worszt on
the other side -~ as it was a very inhospitable part of the River -
we ascended, and kept on ascending, till I began %o think we would be
camping on the cliff; but at last a way down loomed and led us to a
perfect campsite .... no nettles. Pilles of driftwood tangled up in %the
trunks of trecs made progress very slow in places, and the depth and
rush of the water made every crossing a hazardous progrcssion of jamming
one foot between rocks before daring to move the cthérq If it had not
been for the weight of my companions on either side I would never have
made it. I am not now in favour of their reducing. I shall henceforth
ignore all such advertisemcnts. Situntions alter one's opinions!

After the Junction we cronsed to the other side of the Cox as we
were afraid we might not bhe able to negotiate the Kanangra. This
necessitated a bad ford before which our hearits gualled, so once more
we turncd fto the cliffs. Up and up we climbed, slipping and sliding
on the steep sides, there sceming no way over, At last in desperation
we tried what looked like a wallaby track only to find cliffs dropping
to formidable depths everywhere we loocked and rising hundreds of feet
above us, so we turned tall and once more faced the ford, which now
did not look guite as bad, thus proving that everything is relative.

To provide a little relaxation for us after our cfforts, two
voung wallabies had a boxing match whilst older oncs looked on. They
made a charming picture as they did not discover our presence for qulte
a while,

Our last obstacle was "Sheila's folly"' so named affer a former
trip from Yerranderie when in trying to save time we climbed over the
face of this buttress to6 find we had to jump down about 8 féct. Sheila
(Garrad) threw her pack, whiéh promptly rolled into the Coxz, followed
by its owner diving aftcer it, only tc find she could have waded!

To the tinkling chimes of bcllbirds we commenced our wade up
Breakfast Creek. On this homeward lap ideas of comfort began to form
in my mind and I was considering asking Mrs. Carlon 1f we might stay
the night, On broaching this "sissy" Idea to Edna she said "I had
alrecady decided that myself",

Next davy, thinking that all our struggles were over, three poor
deluded souls set forth with Roley in a car, which skidded and bumped
over what passed as a road but was ndow a sea of mud. First we had %o
pull another motorist out of a ditch, then we got bogged oursclves,
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and all had to get out in the quagmire and push. Every now and again
as we hung over the abyss as the car skidded %o the edge, all our
previous hazards faded into insignificance. Still we did finally get
the train,

EUROKA STOCKADE.

by Kevin Ardill,

You know how these yarns start. GSomeone had a photo that caused
a certain amount of merriment. There were references to a crowd having
& cracker weekend and David Ingram even remarked that on some trips
everything seemed to go off with a bang. With twenty-seven satisfied
customers buzzing around the clubroom it wasn!t long before the editor
was demanding an account of the doings. Never having described a circus

before 1 find it a little difficult to know Just where to begin,

I suppose the ringmaster should be introduced first, so - meet
Irene Jeanés. Then the performers, twenbty~four in numbher, all bhound
for Euroka, strictly official and clearly marked "Easy" on the
programme. The walk to Buroka was interesting but not exciting. The
camp spot was cushloned with thick grass and quite a normal looking
crowd began setting up tents and cooking. Irene and sister Dulcie
came back from thelr creek bath looking quite pink and glowing, but
it transpired that the colour was caused by the intrusion of two youths
into their bathroom.

Tea was rather a satisfactory affair and we ware invited over to
the camp fire to enjoy a few crackers that Irene had brought along.
You've got to be polite to lady leademrs but I must admit that the
prospect of a couple of sparklers and a packet of crackers secemed a weak
form of entertainment. I'm getting a bit ancient, sce, and when someone
hurled a couple of crackers near my tent [ joined fthe party to make a
short speech on the dangers of indiscriminate throwing of bungers. I
made the speech feelingly and finally appealed for the safety of my
little wigwam, and I'm sure | saw a Gtear steal down the cheek of Jack
Perry, I'm sceing signs of co-operation from the auwlience when I also
sight someone holding a rocket. Did somecone onse describe a rocket as
"a thing of beauty and a joy forever"? Probably not, but 1f you have
a match and a bettle you can do things with a rocket. Len Fall found
1%, that bottle scemed rather a fresh specimen %o me. It wag a
slashing rocket enjoyed by all except the bloke who had to race away
and drag the burning firagments off hisz tent. DBut whatis a Sent between
mates =~ and when Irene produced a pile of fireworks that would supply
Woolworth'®s for a week, well, 1%t was every tent for itsclf,

After a few initlal shocks the nervous system begon to get used to
explosions and sparks and I even was emboldened cenough to grasp the
safe cnd of a sparkler. I suppose the show lasted an hour and 1f rocketg
weren'!t roaring into the night, then there were showers of multi-
coloured lights and sparks cascading everywhere, One rocket was minus
a wick and a bloke who considered himself an expert on rockets seemed
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determined to let the thing off, Hc squatied by the rocket lighting
match after match, until, as a last rcsort, he picked up the stozk and
blew on the glowing head. Oh boy! was he an expe?t on rockets, With
a rush of air and sparks that enveloped the expert, the rocket shot
off amongst the trces, leaving behind at least a couple of burnt
fingers bhelonging to the startled expert. The camp fire was then the
contre of attraction and Don Frost gets my vote as a bullder of fires.
We sang all the songs we knew and some that most of us half knew, and
when the fire burnt down Jim Hooper demonstrated a novel method of
collecting wood., I only saw nhim do it once, but the idea secmed %o
butt the trunk of a treec with his head and thereby dislodge the loose
branches from the top. Very effective,

Sitting still for an hour seemcd to be the limit for the younger
members of the grour and when three latecomers arrived they decided to
rlay cops and robbers. The idea was to pick two sides, the robbers to
secrete themselves around the area and affer a gshort time the cops set
out-in pursuit, Therefs a lot of space at Euroka, thcrec was also a nip
in the air, ond plenty of wet grass,and the cops soon returncd: to the
“nrnth of tae camp fire. A few smart robbers soon followed but its

rvollous the time s ome took to decilde that squatting in the wet bush
was "a bid on der nose”

The last of the outlaws wandered in just as I was hcaded for bed
and vou'd think the others would have similar ideas. You'll have to
think again because there is an old wheelbarrow and who do you think
found it? The boys were polite though and the ladles were the flrsy
passengers. A wheelbarrow ride uoando very romantic but unfortunately
there were hidden logs in the grass., They awxg hidden no longoi, and
I'11 bet the girls could chart every one of thom., 1 wonq to sloep whlle
the thud of bodies striking the wet turf and the call of "next please”
echoed in the frosty air.

sun

Next morning the/shining across the tent pregaboa a fine day and
four of us decided %o go for an exploration walk. Our plan was changed
by the still active spirits around us. DIric Lewis found a ladder and
with another youth and Irene and Dulcie in attendance leaned 1t agalnst
a tall tree and climbed into the branches., And then some humorist took
the laddecr away. I think Don Frost had a hand in it but when ho sceencd
to be headed for Glenbrook with the ladder a csrtain amouwnt of panic was
perceived in the group perched twen'y fect above the ground. When the
ladder wag returned tne three bearcrs sesmed unable fo agrcee where 5o
replace it, with fthe result that the ladder'oircled tihe tree numerous
times before the arborists returned Ho berra firma. Then someone noticed
a prospective disappear into the quOWO own shed and thought‘ully pelted :
a couple of rocks on hto the tin roof. One white hinlred prospective
shot back into the sunlight., but when his nerves returned to normal he
carried on his labours with a sheet of roofing ivon and pieces of wood.
While he laboured Eric Lewis had Irene pick-~a~back and challenged all
comers to o duel. "The players soon lost interest in this sport and we
wefe in time to sce the launching of the iron canoce. think the S,B.W,

an claim the honour of the first cqnoelng of Buroka Creeck. With
severql holes in the iron 1t was guite a feat to kcep the craft afloat
for any time and canoeists woere conspicuous by their wet pants.
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After lunch David Ingram, Len Fall, lolly Gallard and myself left
Buroka on our delayed exploration trip, and the account of the Eurcka
week~end concludes at this polnt., I believe some of the old members
used to enjoy cracker parties and now I know the appeal. I'm sure I
didn't record half of the antics that went on but I remember cnough
to have a quiet grin at the memory. Those who were fortunate enough to beo
present saw a display of spirit that auvgers well for the futture of the
younger members of the Club. Sound like an old man, don't I, but this
0ld man had a whale of a time and if the Club doesn't have the next
re-tmion at Euroka someone should explode a couple of bungers in the
Clubroom.

Though invitations to our Club room dance on J¥ne 23rd were
extended to several other clubs few of thelr members came along. .
But our own members ~ probably hopilng to see some new faces -~ attended
in strength., After their initial disappointment they made the best of
it and appeared to enjoy themselves thoroughly.

# 00 eaq

At the dance the Treasurcr, having won a competition by emitting
a note lasting 41 seconds, lost no time 1in capitalilising his success
‘and popularity. He immediately appealed for subscripiions and was
soon on .a nice new note - a green one 6" x 3",
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SOCIAL NOTES FOR JULY, 1950.°
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The month of July will bring two inter-
esting events on the social programme., First,
on 21st, Professor Macdonald of the Sydney
University will entertoin us with slides and
commentary on Kosculsko, Reports on the
work to be presented are very frvorable indeed
and we can all look forw-rd to a rmost
interesting night.

- ~Secondly, on 28th, #llen Strom will give
a lecture - "A Plan for Nature Frotection,”
We =11l know how interested Allen 1is in this
subject since he 1s the official represent-
ative of the S.B.W. on the Fauna Protection
Panel. Allen's previous lecture on the
geclogy of the country in which we wall, was
enthusisstically recelved and many requests
have been made for Ailcn to spenk to us
againe. Those reguasis have been granted.

DESIGN FOR A NEW Congratulations 'nd Good Wishes to Bob
CLUB EMBLEM and Billie Bright, who were married in New
Guinea. Billy has taken over a halirdressing
business up there. -0

[ - B -]



LETTERS 10 THE EDITOR.

PRSTRP na o e s

Extract from letbter from Frank Leyden.
(Frank'!s letter describes climbs in the High Silvretta
(Austrian Voralbherg). As most of the places described
are not on any of the maps we could discover this part
of the letter is not reproduced., The map below shows
the Silvretta and some of the places he describes in
Switzerland. )

—— i i

iat Saas Fee I joined a British Colonel friend and we started out
with a Swiss party and 2 guides for the "Haute Route”, ski-mountaineerw
ing tour over somec of the highest mountalns and passes in the Alps.
From Saas Fee at 6,000 feet we climbed to Britannla Hut At 10,000 fect,
set in the middle of very spactacular mountains and decp valleys and
glaciers, Next day the 13 of us roped in S sections and climbed for
4 hours up through the crecvassed glacler to the high Adler Pass,
12,700 feet., Here we left skis and cut gteps up through the crevassed
glacier to the summit of the Strahlhorn, 14,000 fect. We almost locked
down on the Matterhorn from here which was just to the north~west of
us. To the south we looked over the Italian lalkes.
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, Strahlhorn is my highest climb so far, o bouon I nave been to
more spectacular places. From Adler Pass the 3anow was too steep to
ski so we made steps and roped down. Then we skied %o the Findelu
glacicr, climbed to the saddle between Cimi di Jazzi and Stockhorn, .
and skled down by the seracs of the Gorner glacier under the great ice
cliffs of Monte Rosa. We stayed at Monte Rosa Hu%t, and next day went
to Theodulpass and skied nearly three quarters of Ube way around the
ma jestic Matterhorn, which is closed and inaccessible in winter. Then
up the Zmutt Glacier to Schonbihl hut, where we slept right under the
greﬂt rock. Next day up past Dent D?Hercns over Col de Valpalline
where we had grand views of Dent Blanche. But the weathcr here smote
us and we wandercd much on the Haut Glacier dec Tza d¢ Tzan till we
found Col du Mt.Brule which we had to c¢climb over, then more crevassc
roping, Col de 1'Evéque, Arolla glacicr ard Vlﬂnetteo Hut in exhaustion
at 7 p.m. Next day we went on to Pass de Chovres where we c“lmbed
down a vertical 300 feet cliff on ircon ladders with the pack swaying
about and the skis swinging around one's neck. On %to Hut Valde Dix,
Through next day over Mont Fort Rosablanche, an cxhausting ciimb where
we erpged packs, skis and bodles up terrlbly steep s¢opou where a
slip was unthlnkable and on to Le Chable bus railway out.,

I spent a week in Zermatt on the Gornergrat with my Colonel
friend, then spent another week in Saas Fee wheré there was a group
of verv high mountains including the Dom about 15,000 fest or so,
highest wholly in Switzerland. Here I did some c0¢m Gr¢y5 To huts
including the Monte Moro Pass, one of the famous vwewpon_,s in the
Alps. Then I went to Sion, Les Haudéres and Arolla to join the
second "Haute Route" ski tour, It too k me 2 days %o bou to Vignettes
hut because of bad weather, Here I met the p'ﬂ:tv and we olimbed (also
a terrific climb) Pigne d'aroclla, and skied dowa %o the Chanrion Hub.
Next day up over Col de Fenetre cv the Grand Combin and down O0llcmontk
Valley to fosta in Italy. We took a car to Courmaycur, thrcugh somo
of the loveliesth scenery 1 have seen, rlgh“ un o the qu_.au side of
Mont Blanc, the great south ridges of which are prcetanly the greatest

mountain faces in the whole of tho Alpg. Next day we Gock the 6.000
feet Teleferique to Col de Geant and skied over the passecs ang glacicrs
to Col du Midi, where we stayed in fthe hubt at 11,900 Tec’ on the
Alguille du midl overlooking Chamonix 8,500 feet below the greatest
vertical rock cliffs I have seen. The iigullles cia Mont Blans around
Chamonix are the most spestacular I have ever scen. Next morning we
were up at 3,30 to do the summit of Mt. Blanc (16,000 feet). We had
the crampons, as it is mostly a crampon ciimning, and had paid the
gulde, but he would not gd as the weather was pretiy wicksd and the air
o

3

is so thin for the last 4,000 feo' tbﬂt it takes a Leng tlme ~ it is
unthinkable unless the WOﬂuber is guite fair., So we skied down 7,000
feet of Vallée Blanche and Mer de Gchoa I have never ha d such a bkl

run. Crevasses, seracs, a terrifyl 03 pWQbun From Cranoniz I went Lo
Interlaken, Lauterbrunn (a lovely place) ard orren and am now parked
up on Jungfrau in a pub at Jungfraujcch, ait 11,400 fect.
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MYSTERIOUS KATOOMBA. ok
The mysteriols surveyors! marks observed on the week-end of
27-28th May, were, I believe, rolqtlng to the route of a proposed pipe
line to convey wqter from the Fish River to Katoomba., The water will
have to be raised to the vop of the Main Divide, thence will flow,
probably down Mini Mini Range, crossing the Cox by a brldge, and
across Lower Megalong to the Megalong Post Office and along the Nellile'tg
Glen track as far as the hotel-site. Powerful pumps will send the
stream up on to the platean in the vicinity of Devil's Holc and then
on to the Katoomba reservolr.

I understarnd that with the expansion of the reticulated water
supply right down the line to Glenbrook, the combined resources of the
Katoomba Reservoir and Medlow Bath are 1nsuff1r:1vnr to meet requirements
should a dry spell ever again occur. The Katoowba catchment is ‘
pitifully small in any case, while the Fish River is of a failrly
permanent source. The line, as far as I can seec, will run through
alicnated larmd for the most part, and will noik detract from any real
primitive areas, It will, however, add a more clvilised touch to the
Megalong telephone line route.

On the other side of the pilcture, a good high-pressure water
supply down the line may be the mcans of preventing the spread of a
potentially disastrous bush firc. MNost of these firesgs have occurred
in the settled arcas (mostly due to carelessness of houscholders and
passing motorists) aml we may be thankful if cur already bush-fire
smitten land is saved from further destruction,

As regards the Catalina floating in the pocl in Katoomba, I have
absolutely no information and cannot endeavour to cxpla 1n that mystery.
-~  Brian Harvey.

"Dear Sir: N
"ONE CAPTAIN TO A SHIP: ONE LEADER TO A WALL'

Ag certain misconceptions have arisen concerning the official
King's Birthday Walk to Newnes, I pen the following in an attempt to
correct them, ad to dispel any imaginary inclidenbs waich the feather-
brain of g0551p may invent., I have 1rcaqy bﬂen Qppfuaoknd in the
Clubroom with the remark "I hear you got lost and had o come hemel”

Two members and one prospectlve were separated from the main party
from eerly Saturday morning till late Monday afternccn, The manmner
of separation was as follows : The leader, having to go Tor assistance
for a bogged taxi, appointed a deputy Lo talke charge until he could
rejoin the party. He did not inform mé of this, nor aid I hear fthe
deputy's announcement of starting time, if one was madc. Having gone
down the road to the scene of the towing operaticn, I revurned to find
that the deputy hod departed with half the party.
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Being advised by the leader, who had now returned to the camp,

to go on, a party of six set off, leaving the leader and one prospective
to complete their p=cking. "We will cotch you up" wrs the parting
remnrk, tfter ~bout o mile or so, three of the perty left the other
thrce. At this stage there were four sections to the party! We had
a Captoin »t the bow, n~nother in the stern, and, as might hsve been
expected, what happened amidships wis nobody's busilness.

At lunch time 1t wos apparent that we were pursuing o different
course to that token by the deputy leader, but #s we were on the old
rail track to Newnes, we determined to follow it r:-ther than leave 1t
in search of the other parties,

Late that afternoon, an incident occurred which may interest
those who found mention of this affalir so amusing at the last gencral
meeting. The two members halted for o few minutes, and the
prospective walked on along the track. The  prospective wns ahead of
them, They were walking faster than he was, They would catch him
up .« How obvious! We wulked for an hour withoud sight of him, and
descended at last to the farmhouse on the banks of the Wolgan. No
news elther of the main psarty, or of the prospective. We crossed
the Wolgan, on to the Newnes Road, and debated whether to camp or push
on to Newnes,

At this st ge not one single member of the entire party knew the
whereabouts of th:t prospcctive, Fortunately this did not cause any
worry, to whoever was leading the porty ot th .t time of fthe day. Not
having seen either the prospective or the two membors since early
morning, he did not know that the prospective waz missing. Scome
little time 1l:-ter the prospective ppe.red, coming not from in front
of us but from behind! He e¢xplained th+t when he wenv thead of us
he declded to investig-te on interesting little gdrge »nd cascade
close bv, He left his pack to one gide of the {rack, where we failed
to notice 1t. The further we went the further we leTt him behind,

We decided to camp and swalt the rebturn of the main party next morning,

I frankly confess to o «disinclination to rejoin a porty in
which 1~ck of cohesion nppe red to 'ic 2 m rked chrr cteristlic, As
the party had not appe red by 10.30.A.M. next day, (they 2rrived at

12 P.M, I am told) we set out to walk thru' the plecasant Wolgan

Valley; comping thut night on a good ghcltered spot =t the foot of
the Wolgun Gop.

The finnl day saw us through the Gap and cn to Lgdcdale, the

~scene of open cut coal mining, and so to Ligthgow, At no Uime were

we "lost® and as for coming home, that being our usunl custom,
deserves no comment. It wes o pleagant and interesting wilk marred
to some cxtent by that bugbewr of all leaders, the spllit prriy.

Let us have one captain to a ship, snd onc lender o avwalk.
' - Ernie French,”

R A
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by Kevin Ardill.

Did vou read the pzthetlic plea by the BEdilbtor in the last months
rog o= eh = mag, As v dircet result Column 8% bas been rosurrected,
my only fear being that the author may rcquire the s-me treatment in
the near future.

David Ingram rcceives mention in this column by his feat in
eleminating all comers in the first train home competition, He was
on the 2,15 p.m, train and headed for home one Sunday rccently,
Before you sbtart quoting comparable cfforts kindly note that the
following day was King's Birthday and the walk wis not scheduled to
finish till the Monday evening, A certain amount of mist and rain
on the Barren CGrounds was responsible for the sarly return of David
and partv.

——

He started out on Dibleyts walk, wrs hot upon the trail,
But he couldn't rcad his program and he went to Lilyvale,
He scrutinised the passingers but not a one wns known
So he wandered out to Burning Palms and had a day - ALONE.

We sympathiscd with this bloke upon his lonely day
And even wondered quictly just how he found his way
T  catch the bus to Waterfall and how the day was spent
But not too much wss offerced by this c¢agy foxy gent.

A few weeks latcr in the hush we hesrd two falr oncs valk
Of how they went to Lilyv-le and mizsed George Dibloyis wall ,
They met 2 bloke nomed X ...., and I think it should be known,
The three went out tTo Burning Palms =and had o day = '
ALONE,
% ccensorond,

L s SO skt

If you have a sporec fourly four gallon drum about vou might lend
it to Len Fall, A1l in o good cnusc vou know, Len sunrted off =t
Euroka with a stesmed ginger pudding in =z 1% pint billy. Connpoisgeurs
described 1t as the best cver and on subscguent wallts so many

customers have been promised a plece of the next creation, that Len is
talking about oking a kerosenma tin along with hin. JU3% look for

Len with a circle of falr oncs ~round him and vouill knaow whats cookind

O o

If vou huven's seen the effect of snenkerz on wct slippery rocks

v > < k

you haven'!t seen anything yet. Deown Fitzgerald Creck wen®t a parby of

3.B.W. Two prospectives (feminine) had the sueakers, had the creek,
.

],
and also had hold of the various males. Mot s ‘
Someonae

0 UL o [
nce moonlight excure
. Ldirg,

g

suggested that the girls wore sneakers on purpose but I
and Jovce were just the victims of circumstaunce,
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Tregsent on the s-mc wall weg Jim Smith, =2 member of Hobart

Wmlkin Clubs, Jim wis one of the porty in t wilked from Recherche
Bay to iort Dovey and then followed us up to Gecveshon on our Xmas
1[50-@ trip. Hle hed some fine plhotos and we hope Lo seo him along

on 2 scrotchy trip so he ¢n leuve some skin on our bush to make up
for wh=t thelr baucr~ did to us.

CFEEDTR VIO WOTES

Prinn G, Horveyr,

mRAa LANDS HUU’VPTIOW Formal -cknowledgement wes received of
Teder t1ion 8 protest over the proposed smalgam tion of Naitional and
Garraw=rra Park Trusts. The matter w-s leceq before the Minlster
for Lands on his return to Svdncv.

ADELALDE BUSHW ~ALKERS were represented by thelr Mr.Wotson who is -t
present Lliving in Svdnev. He described some of his Club's
conservation work such as the planting of gums :nd the introduction of
Mallee chicks to Thistle Island.

DUNGONIA GORGE It was resolved to write tc the Minister for Tourist
£ctivities drowing sattention to the despoli tion of “nother beiuby
spot. Detoiled first hond inform-tion of the ex~ct loc tHTion of the
gu~rry would be apprecci:ted,

KOSCLUSKO PARK The Bushcer £t Associntion deleg-te st tca that a very
dlrtv “cimp hed been left at Rennix's Gap over King's Birthday Wecekend
in the vicinity of the grcen hut. It appecrs thoat a party who
rcached there in a vellow truck was responsible. Any S.B.W. who
knows anything sbout the matter is reguestced to pags on the information
to the delegates.

GROSE VALLEY SHALE DEPOSITS Advice hos been reccived th t the Sydney
County Council ¢ngaged on enginecr to roport on thesge resources. It
appecars good guality coal has been located below Tvon'ts Heod and
adjacent ~rea. A letter has been written to the 8.0.0. roquesting
particulars,

SNOWY RIVIER FLYING TOXES Information hugs trecn receoived that an
appronch wos mude to the appropriste suthoritics thrt the flying-foxes
be not locked as they provided emergency river crossings when river in
flood, Owing to the vrnd-lism previously cxpcricnced the rcquest
could not be grunted

THE YOUTH HOSTWL "SRQCLATLON C-NOE CLUB has recquested offilintlon and
15 being investig ted in nccordrance with the new admission requirements,
TJL 11NDF‘TbD DU Y KFRM, who zpplied for offilisfion in February,
hsve not vet supplicd neceéss ry information for their applicntion %o
be considered. ) .

THE SEARCH & RESCUE SECTION had two "nlerts' ~fter the holiday weekend
but all §céem to hnve -rrived boek s» fely on the Tuesd=v,

THE aNNU«L GENER:L MEETING of Federaitlon will be held in July.
Nominntions will Be nccepted for all officinl pousitions whether the

nominee is an official delegate or not, As the lrrgest club I would
like to sec o few starters this yenr o8 all the work 1s being left %o
othecr elubs. Perhaps a "few of our perennial critics of the Federation

will offer their services to Perform the miracles they cxpect of others,

e L st - czax

STOF PRESS: Congratulctions to Boo and Mary Eastoce on the birth of
their baby daughter.




AFTER THE DELUGE - WHAT ¢
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We may disagree on politics and mnny obther fthings but we'lro all
rgreed that we'lve had enough rain for a - long time. Those of us
interested in the snow ore watching the westher reports »nd
snxiously ~waiting snow on the Alps,

In the meantime you can always drop in on Paddy and have a look

et his ski gear. His range is bigger, better and hrighter than ever.
Come and have a look,

For those whose pcckets arenfs so deep there are skis from
£6nooo. a paira

Cane stock, cost £2.0,0, Aluminium stock £3,17.86.

If you wont to make your own Paddy con supply cane sticks at

3/= each.

Greasy wool socks and mitts ronge from 10/- and 12/~ a pair and
slashing Selbu mitts at 18/~ a pair,

Norwegian Lettner rapid edges 24/~ a set,
Spare tips for that ski tour will be 12/- each.
There arc stocks of waxes and bindings and tits and picces.

If vou are interested and cannot call then ask for a price list
and 1t will be sent pronto,

Paddy Pallin
BX 3595 Gear for Skicrs
(sorry Walkers)
327 George Strectl,
SYDNEY,

i

SKI YEAR BOCK 1950 NOW AVAILABLE - PRICE 5/~n

N.B. Prices of imported stuff are subject to slight variation

up or down. Paddy hasn't had btime to work oubt all the prices
vet.

it ave.. e e b o o lon ok e . o

There are some magnificent solid hickory skis from Norway £14 a pair.



