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Zditorial
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A Conservation Supplement

For same time yotr Editor, cecgged on by the Business Man-
ager, has been considering means of pwbiilcising our conser-
vation ideals. The firet idea was to publish an Annual con-
taining 16 pages of articles on walking, 16 pages of photo-
graphs and the likeo and 16 pages of cconcerwation. It was
not anti.:pated that 1% would pay its way, but She gap between
cost and returns would have been ftoo big. A pgood quality
publication would have cost someswhere round £150 Ffor SCO
copies -~ i.e. nearly 4/- 2 copy. '

Here the matter rested for some time t1ill we discovered
- the posgsibilitics of the multilith process - 1like the walks
programme and the photographs in the magasine. Five hundred
coples of a similar Annual in this stylec weculd cost about £80 ~
over 3/- a copy.
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So the idea of an Annual was out, but we might still revert to
that old standby, the Clubls duplicating machine. Wo could bring
out a conservation supplement on the machine for a few pounds. Bub
who would buy either the supplement or the magazine? Probably about
half a dozen people outside the Club. It wouldn't bo worth doing
unless it was put into the hands of the people who count in
congervation work -~ sgome of our kindred associations, key officials,
and perhaps parllamentarlans, Councils and editors. They wouldn't
buy 1t - we would have to send it to them free with a special
rersonzl letter cach, and then some of them might read i1t. It is
deultful, howover, wnether they would read an ordinary roneod

rplement Tl busy man's defence against duplicated material is
to lose 1t quickly. We might decelve them by having a printed cover
and a couprle of photographs inside to attract their attention. Thon
we would be up arcund the £20 mark again°

As one of the Club's objects is "to establish a definite regard
for the welfare and preservation of the wild life and natural
beauty of this country', we could, and should, devobte Club funds
such a purpose. Even our ex-Agsigtant-Treasurer could not restira
us .
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But the funds are probably the easiest rpart. We would need
writers, some photographic assisbtanco, and extra assistance in
typing ard editing. (It is no small feat tc bring out twice as many
copies of a dable~sizod magazine), If thoso who could holp would
do so willingly and enthusiastically it would not be sush a hard job.
But if members were not enthusiastic it would Just be a lot of hard
work for one or two people.

We suggest that the subject of the suprlement could be '"The
Greater Bluo Mountains National Park"., If you woald be willing bto
help produce it come along to fthe next monthly meeting and say so.

i s e T i it WA Sk

AT OUR OCTOBER MEETING.
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Reported by Jim Breoun.

The more voluble btypes must have been abzent from the Ocuober
meeting, which remained as tranquil as some of those early in the
nresent year. About 50 menbers were present, and the Club acguirod
one new merber, Ken Harris.

Amongut corrvespondence wag a lebtter from the National Park
Trust, advising that the trees mysteriously cut doyn in the wvicinity
of Waterfall Creek were not victims of Trust policy. They certainly
hadn't organised or endorsed the destruction. There was also a
letter from John Konnedy, bolieved to bo & member of Y.H.A., sceking
rugged types for a mapping rocomnaissance of the Wolgan-Capertce
country. R

Correspondence originating from the Club included a lettoer to
National Park Trust, Sutherland 3hire Council and the Minister for
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Lands protesting against dumping of sewage in the National Park
behind Bundeena. .

We leamed from the Social Secretary that the Commodore of
the Cruising Canoe Club had made a piteous plea that we defer our
epidiascope night so that they could have the use of the infernal
machine on the night of their one and only mecting in the month.
As our Club had some harnd in its being out of order fcr their
previous meeting, we felt we should meet them, and the Social
Programme wasg adjusted.

Another Trustee was required for Bouddi, i was announced, in
gsuccession to W. Holesgrove.

The President pointed out that the Ski Sub-committee was due
to be re~elected at the next monthly meeting: 1t was announced 1in
a hesitant fashion, probably with recollections of sundry movements
for its abolition last year.

The mecting had been sharpening its claws for the anticipated
revelations about Busheraft from Bill Gillam and Dennis Glftoos, but
in the absence of the latter with his report the whole business had
to lapse, and to the amazement of all, delight of many, end disappoint-

“ment of same, the moceting was over at 8.45 p.m, which protably

created a record.

i i e AT e 2 P St

SOCIAL NOTES FOR NOVEMBER.
The social programme shows two important events this month,
The first is the presentation of a number of excellent slidces by
Mr. E. Slater on the 18th, and thc second is fra Bubtler’s Iilm
night, featuring the Grose Valley, on the 2Zth.

Of course you &ll know by now that the Xmas Party will be held
at CeU.S.A., third floor, on Wednesday, 14th Decerber, TiockeLz arc 8/8,
obtainable fram me or Jean Harvey. I would like +be feik who are
interested to purchase tickets at leagt a weck hefore the event,

80 that figures for catering will be as accurate as possiblo, Tables

can be arranged if the necessary information is given to me. The
Social Committee van guarantce you a bumper night.
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Stomn,
lal Secretaryo
MONEY MONEY MONETY.

Owing to rather heavy losses veoenuly on Australials greatest
sporting event, the Treasurer is experiencing acufce financial
cmbarrassment.

CAN YQU HELD?

Stop being one of the forty odd unfinancial members and spare
the Treasurer from the debtorfs prison., You may post cheques, maney
orders or postal notes to G.L. Webb, & Mt.Warwick, Heclbrook Avenue,

Kirribilli.



HOME ON TINE THIS TIME.
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By "Billy the Gook".

It was only when I colTPGtod the cook that I learned we weren't
going over Barrington. "Peter has found a new ridge called the
Mt. Royal Range" I was told. I was just working up to a terrible
rage and choler when I realised the rest of the food party had all
the meat and immediately calmed down. Eve led Adam agtray with an
apple bubt this is the first time she has tried two loin chops.

So off we went to Sconc, which part of the Journey is best left
unmerntioned, At Scone we stretched our contorted limbs and settled
down in a brand new bus, till the famous halfway house a2t Gundi was
reached, where an obliging hostess drcew beers all round (or rearls
all roaund) as the sun came Up. By this time the heroic advcnturers
for Mt. Royal had precipitated themselves to the back of the bus
where the map was produced - for fthe first time I fear «~ and the
rclative merits of North and South arm of Stewartis Brook were
discussed, Woman's intultion was discardsd and we took the North
arm with the main party.

The canny bus driver would not with his new bus go past
Belltrces and we were packsd into an old clapbtrap which rocked and
bucketted its way up Stewartis Brook till, with a grcan and a grunt -
it tipped us out for a breakfast of Aspros and eggs.

Inleisurely fashion we wandered uwp the ridge to Breakfast Hutb
wherc, paradonically, we had lunch. Here the advcnuure?s, looking
somewhat less heroic, bade farewell to Dormie and his “ybarites and
pushed into the unknown. Reaching the crest of the firzt ridge we
saw that we would have to go down into the South Arm. So, grasping
the map in one hand and a wire fence in the other, we sobt off for
the water. By 4 we had rsached a point on Stewart's Brook several
miles from whcre we had lcf't the bus at 9. Quite good going.

Having scen enough of Stewart's Brook we decided to leave it
and rushed up the first ridge we could find. Waen it grow dark
we. dcecided to camp and look for watcecr. Thrce of us set oubs in three
different directions. I gave up after half an hour; Peter went
further and climbed a long way down %to a creck, whil:z Harry Snowden,
who wanted a swim, went back to Stewart’s BrOOA,

The loin chops which Imd caused the rot were caten., and like
Adam's apple they were very sweet. After tea there was a slight
attempt at conversation, but six very tired walkers crept into their
bags as soon as poss:.ble°

Judith Norton, Who is definit cly a rival to Cotter, woke us in
the morning with a cup of tea. Breakfast was done WLJh very qulickly
and at last we sct foot on the Long-Cockroach Ridge, or - as per
cpigramist Harry - "Lousy" Cockroach Ridge.

Up and up we went, past numerous saddles and swamps, till at
last we werc on the watershed of the Patersen and Hunter, We knew
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we mist be en the watershed because it went down on either side,
But just wherc on the ridge was hard to say . Like the Easter trip,
we soon found cveryone was a navigator. Price's Postulation was we
were on a shoulder of Lousy, but after some dcbate this was
dis sounted and we toyed with Harry's Hypothesls that we were still
at Stewart's Brook. This was treated with as much contempt as
Brook's Boloney. Thore was definitely a large peak in front of us
and the poor weak walkers decided to sidle through some rain forest.

Peter found several new types of ncttle, Harry found an N
intercsting new crcoper, apparcntly a oross beotween a choko vine and
an octopus. Helen, I believe, acquired another language called
"i1lpinchutski” am wec all learncd our lesson.

If anyone, cven thc Prosident, suggeosted sidling in my presense,
I will promptly give him the bird.

We had at last left "Lousy" behind, and off we rushed along
the plainest ridge in search of the Cockroach., On the map this
secmed to be quite simple, merély a matter of focllowing a flat
straight ridge. 'Therc for luach®™, "We'll have lurch =n the creek
on the other side", "If we go round the cdge we will bo on the
Mt. Royal knife-cdge hy ono ard other expressions of hopeful
confidence werc bandied.

Ah, bitter pill it was. Our nice even ridze soon turncd ouk
to be a succession of minor peaks and maior saddles. e plunged
down the peaks and laboured up the sidei’, by which time it was
dinhertime, and Cockroach still ag far away asz over. Thc girls
looked so pathetic that Peter abandoned the idea of a dry camp
and he and I climbed about 600! off the ridge to & creck and bask
again.

Two more major traverses were necessary before we reachcd the
first of the twin peaks of Cockroach., CGigarchies and chocelate were
consumed, then up another 700! to Conkroach iteclf at 4 o'clock. .
The view? - ah, wonderful. A rough and wild horizon, distant
blue hills, lush grecn clearings and a suggestion of a violent storm
over Barrington. How we honrecd thosc lovers of cases were getting a
soaking. "It always rains on Barrington' was the tone.

But the outlook! Our hoped-for ridge to Mt Royal was definitely
a Blue Duck. It meant having to go down marny hundred feeb and then
through sevcral miles of rain forcst. We lisked owr wounds and said
a few words on rain forests, amd looked for a new ridge. After much
sucking of oranges and puffing of pipes we decided %o go down a
ridge more to the West, skirting Mt. Royal and its tributary Pinnasle,
to a clearing which led, we hoped, to our lasi recak - Fletrie's
Point. This propdsal received the assent of = ma jority, so off we
rushed for the clecaring. Harry wasg almost led on to the wrong ridge
by a woman bnut when it was discovercd ncifier had a tent Shey
returned to the main party. A clearing was reached about an hour
after dark and as soon as we found a flat spot we dumped the humps
and ate., After tea Harry produced cigars and rum, gliving me a 50-50
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with two minutes to spare.

5.

of rum and coffee, which was murdcr, brother -~ recally murder. ¥hen
I woke it was cleven ofclock and sancone was rolling me off the
groandshect go they could go home.

We rushed through brecakfast on Monday morning and advancced
pell mell on the clearing, only to find a rather frightening wvalley
between us and Piletricts. Although this was of major proportiong
it proved no morc difficult than tho saddlos of Sunday and by
12 o'clock we were on a timber traek. About a thouwand feet above
the creek we fouwnd the bed of a former crcok, which prompted the
remark that we werc probably scveral million years latce Ior an casy
trip. It was 12 o'clock when we roached a hut shown on the map,
whidh left scven miles 1if we were bto cateh our transport ot the

correct time of 2. After a block of chocolate Peter and I leoft tie

slow freight and rushed off to eatch tho car. My memory of the
ncxt two hours is curiously dim. I can sce Peter's lcgs moving up

and down at a tremendous rate and a volce" tcljlng e to keep right
r or I'1l be left behind.

We stoprped for an instant oa top of a hill, just long enowgh
to brcak somc chocolate and hand 1t' to Peter as he shot past.. A
tlmbwr getteor dircsted us to a short dut which, like all shoTt outs,
we couldn’t find. We wont in the way he waved hisg hard-however and
samec upon a rather bored taxi driver at five to 2. Lrutofnlly the
two of uva stripped off while thn dritvcer went in Gcerh of thc others
further up the road. o S _

ing a round dozeén of
otrd time for a gulckle
T, then up to the station

By three we werc all ocollected, inclu
lecches an my feet, Driving furiously wo |

d
at Singleton, it scarcely touched the Ehro;

Price.) I congratulate youw, A truly onjoyaﬁle trip. Wouldn't
it go well ncxt King's Blrthday with all the weaks and f“ﬂdlos
covered in gsnow? Oh ycalid :
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Shortly after arrival in Fnblqnd,Rov and Kath Dawvics 33? of'f
on an unplanned cycle tour of the British Isles. First thoy made
their way to Cardigan, in South Wales, then asross Ircland and over
to Killarney. Here thcey prasticced their "oudhs ravt” by 1ighting T
and concealing a fire BO yvards from a "ro camping” neoticc. The ,
lakes, they recport, were very beautiful and the locel srags impressive. -
From there they went up to Northern Ircland and across to Scofland.
Altogether they covered 1,500 miles, staving in hosbtels most of the
time. Dave Ingram has shown up and is roporied to be "flying around
the countryside at great specd’ ., HMany other Australians have visited
them and theovy don't wondGr that the British rations have to he
reduccd now ard then. :
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- TREE STUDY o
o bjr Jack Thorp |
~Placed thlrd at our Annual Exhlblulon.

- Whe Judgc, Mr. Eade, sald that the print qLal-
ity of this study could noft be 1mproved. The sub=-
ject, a pleasing group of trees.on a s anny day,was
simple and effective. It did not have quite the -
- same general interest as the first and second
‘photographs (see prGV1ous issues). If i} had been
‘possible to get.a slightly lower camera angle
it might have been 1mproved a 1ittle.. . Tn@ light
on the treo trunk were: a blt lost agawn the bvac kn
ground. S L S s

Photographers might note Eoo that this siinple
silhouetted type of photograph relwoi ces. very
-well by the multllltn procegs






OCTOBER HOLIDAY.

- tenaen

R. Cotter.

At first we worried about the weather becausc Scptember had
been very wet and our walk was t6 be a river walk. The next worry
was whon a food party membor reslgned at a late hour, and finally
when we asscmbled at Blackhcath the party was three short and the
cars werc rcady to lcavel However the car driver agreced to wailt and
the next train brought two of the team who had bcen unable to board
the train at Central. The other was not scen until a weck later.

Finally we left Blackheath. It was a perfect moonlight night
and the drive down into the valley was most enjoyable.

The sight of the mist-filled Cox Valley shining in the moonlight
as we descended into 1t down Black Jerry'!s Ridge brought a wistful
"I wonder what exposmre you!d nced?” from onc photographcr.

We rcached the Cox by various ways and supper fires were 11t
whilst the slcepy heads went straight to bed.

Saturday morning we got away to a late stant at 8 a.m. We had
only gone a few hundred yards when there was a chorus "There'!s Max'”,
Coming down the ridge was Max Gentle in a white cap.

When we ozuie to aross the Ccx'at Harry's River it was so fast
thet only the two strongest men were able fo c¢ross widcr their ow
steam,ard that after a grueclling battle with the rapids., In facy
at one stage Owen O'Donnell's pack was all vhat cculd Lo seen cf
him., However he finally surfaced with his glasces intact and reached
the other bank. This samewhat dampened the spilrits of the weaker
walkers but we tackled the crossing, forming a chain by holding hands.
Len Fall, being tallest, took the lead but midsireem he wag swens off
his feet. -Fortunately the heaviest woman in the party had a firm
grip of his pack and the rest immediately tightened their grip on
each other and we swung back in to the bank.,

While we had been battling with the strcam Claude Hayncg had
been exploring and he now returned to asswe us that he had found
an easier way across., On tackling this we found it chest high but
not running too strongly.

Max, havi ng just watched all these antl:s, dsside
for him so with a parting shout "IT11l sce you at Boster
his foobtsteps.

Before starting up Harry's River the party dricd out slightly
and had 2 snack, The going up the river was slow beuanse of the
inercascd flow of water but no difficultics were cncountored. That
night we camped a little distance above Diable Orock and as we were
much behind schedule a council of war war heid. It was dceided the
main party would not rcach Jenolan but that [lon Hest and Noel Riley
had a good chance. With the party’s best wishes they left at €.50



10;

Sunday morning nd'the main party with another late start rctraced
its steps to Dieble Crcek and shot up a ridge to the Black Rangec.

We lunched on a tribubary of Little River and at the ruins on
Little River the photographers spont somc btime trying to snap the
blossom, - Mary Macdonald climbed a fence to get the best viewpoint
but found shc neceded morc than two hands so had to ask Edna Strectton
to push the plunger. This Eddie did with such gusto that she nearly
knocked Mary off the fence. .

The photographers werc the last to rcach the Cox whidh was
still running a banker.

Some boys camped nearby had been fixing wire across the river
and we crossed over to an island quite easily by holding the wire as
a support. From here to the other bank the wire went across a ool
neck high and it was a case of get across as best you could. Mary
showed us the best way by just hanging on to the wire and kicking
and we all followed suit and got over with our packs morc or lcss
dry until Claude, bringing FZdna's pack over, tricd a new method and
filled it with water. I am sure the boys who put up the wire had
theli r roward in the laughs they got out of wus. :

We had a good camp fire that night and what our singing lacked
in quality was made up in other ways, The girls kept a constant
lookout for Noel ard Ron but there was no sign of tinem. '

Monday being an easy day we made ancther labte shar
we had becen going a short while the rain started, Howe
cooled down the walk through Megalong and after two pe
could not grovl, '

Noel arnl Ron caught 2 later train thar the main party, having
had guite a strenuous trigp.

THE RARBITS CHECK OUT.

et e

Jim Brown.

History is absolutely rotten with instances of men who didn't
know when they were beaten. Jowrnalists prave glilly of "inconguerable
determination”, "unwavering resolution", Munyislding spirit" - good
ponderous, resonant phrases usually signlfylng practlsally nothing.
Somebody who has a line of men's pants to scll advertlses with the
slogan "™Men of Stamina”., Yes, the admiration of the whole world Iis
directed to and lavished on the man of iron will, hc who will endure
untold hardship (another lovely old ciiche, commonly used to
introduce a harrowi ng story which certainly lecaves novhing untold).

Therec they are, the men who were not over%@own by adversity
but took arms against a sea of troubles; and Ly oprosing ended them.
Do you see them - the early navigators, sailing their worm~riddled
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ghips, driving thelr scurvy-sick crews beyond the ends of the earth?
Nepoleszn, intolerant of the stupid word "impossible"? Or Bruce,

in defeat, learning his lesson of perseverance from the legendary
spider? b, of course, human belngs suffered, but Shat was a detail,

for they must mve sufered cheerfully for sudh men of endurance and
tenacity,

Now, on the other hand, take me. I know my limitations. I
can give the game away w1th the greatest facility. I am onec of the
Sissy Bushwalkers., I am a parsys I am a rabbit. So what? I can
prove it, More, I can double-prove it. Consider thesc case
histories.

Lhapter 1. Hu:ley!s Hateful Hike.

I've been loth to speak of this trip before. bubk since the
leader has purged her contempt before the competent tribunal
(Committee) armd the two prospectives concerncd have been admibh
to full membershlp, I feel I nced no longer cloak my shame T
occasion was the 4/5 June, the walk an officisl trip from Roba
to Yeola, Carrington FPalls and Minnamurra, g denotos nay be
considered a test walk, ard the type - wet. Awful woet -~ seven
inches at Robertson that day, uwnless somecoune %tampcred with the rain
gauge.

The lcader caused a mild flubter at Central, avpearing in
groundshect, hood ard boots = rcs% of attlre a matier of conjechurc
and 1t was raining as we jJaunted south., 44 Wollengong the skies
smiled, thc R.R.R. Coffec was passable, ari wo were so elated we
didn't even notice the muddy olouds wreatihing arcund thc Illawarra
Range, but as the little branch-line train snarlcd i%s way upr the
pass the squalls broke. Shected volleys ¢f raln and wind st 1is
rocking on the ftracks, madc rivers of gulbters ard i:yvvuud of
creeks. At Robertson we were half- blown, hel f~wachea into the
waiting room which at first appears to be an nnsxe of trne Ladi es
Room)(vide Madden's Maddest Mission, S,B.W. magasine, circa August
1948).

[4)

While the wind hamme red watery nails into the walls there was
some vague, romantic, visionary talk aboub carrying on with the
trip when the storm abkated, though it would have been patent o
Blind Freddy that the weather was there for an exitende d SEas0n.
Prcsently 1t was conceded that the river at Yeola would be impassable,
and we all looked relicved. We aired ﬁarti,ﬂs, hopelful, diplomatic
views - four committcc members, one past Pummlrtccman, Lwo proyps. =
trying to rcconcile impossible condltlon; wlin the "Bushwalksrs go
through” tradition., Tradition was beLHg watered down. We'd do the
walk along the tops instead - when it was fiare on Sunday we'id
introduce same hard going to bring it uwp to Lost walk standard. Hm.
That 1s, if we eveor got away from Robertscn Stavion, Presently one
of the Committce members ventured, "A11 I say t3, let common sense
provall'
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Tt was said! We all talked blatantly about going back that
day =~ provided the wretched branch line wasn't washed out. First,
though, we had to prove to oursclves that 1t was really too violent.
(That wes not the original motive - that was simply the way it
worked out.) We sct out for the local pub to fill in walting time,
Useless groundsheets flapped madly about our nccks, rain that felt
like pollets of ice rattled on the capes and stung our legs, and
we were blown willy-nilly about the roadway., One of the lightweights
was whisked fro m the tarmac amd only the gluey roadsidec mud saved
her from a barbed wire extrication job. Wet to the middle, we
flowed into the Parlour (cosy, old-fashioned term for lounge), and
ordered drinks to sult our var ying ages and degrces of chillinesses

One of the lasses shivered in saturated shorts until the
proprietor's wife produced a pair of her husband's bags, and took
the shorts to be dried by the kitchen range. That prorrietor must
be a massive bloke = it would have been easy to fit another membor
of our party in the other leg if neccssary., Our spirits rose as the
"ocal 's" spirits diminished, ard when we saw a goods Strain claw Iits
way ecast into the cyclone at 3.30 we deemed 1t reasonable thab vhe
afternoon trip to Wollongong would go through. Scourged again by
the raging wind we staggcred to the station, there to drip in giowlng
pools on the waiting room floor, and listen for the thin, wind-
tattercd whistle of the 4.4%2.

Chapter 2. Washout at Wangunderwry.
1 o A oo
or, "How We Did It Again’.

Fany v T € CoC wwe St

You couldn't have got wet in better ccmpany. There was that
much %o be said for my official trip out from Mittagorg cn Sortember
23/24/25. I say "my" official trip but, to be cxazy, I was the
misguided crecature who voluntepred its leadership whon the criginal
author fearcd it may coincide with his awnnusl holidays. It's another
story how he was NOT on holidays when Brown's Biizzard Bownd Bush
Walkers moved south, and how he was NOT a menber of the pariy, bub
T shall sayno more of his duplicity, leost the Idicor bilue~pencil
me (and with some justification).

Rain didn't deter the stalwart hearts who met at Ccntral, nor
the one who chased the 5.21 down the platform after walting as long
as he dared for the balance of his food parbty, Driving rain, a
leaking carriage roof, the snapping of bubble gum by yeuthful fellow
travellers didn't greatly enliven the trip, but arrangenents wo rked
smoothly and at 9.30 peme. at the Wanganderry turn-oll, we were
hurrying up our tents in light rain.

It rained gquietly 2ll night. We 1it breakfast fires and ate 1n
abdulled tents in gentle rain. MNoved off at 80.30 in guiet rain,
back a mile down the road, and turned north into the straggly usland
forest. Tt rained, In fact, it just darned well kept on raining in
a calm, insidious manner.
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Pushing through wet scrub is a bad business. You find a
trail of sorts and it doesn't quite coincide with your bearing,
but you follow it because its a break from bush bashing. We did

Just that, and at 10 a.m. still in steady rain, we werc in a nasty

little gully west cf the corrcct ridge.

We worked east on to the spur in a sticky tangle of spiny,
pea-flowered shrubbery. It rasped our cold, wet legs cruelly and
the going became so disagrecable that at 11.30 I led the party off
the crown of the ridge and down towards the ecast arm of Wilson's
(Wanganderry) Creek, Cliffs therc - probably not impossible, but
the vision of tangled valley aml misted gorge ahcad not inviting.

By universal consent we looked for and found a gencrous
sandstone overhang for carly lunch and discussion of the situation.
Having already done it once and got away with it, I rocked the
party by recommending retreat. 8Such the influsnce of precedent!
Had the recally truly leader of the %rip becn therc the question
would probably ncver have arisen, but Jupitcer Pluvius was herec
dealing with far more malleable material. The party looked its
disbelief, but I was infinitely resourceful ~ I discovered
arguments for rectiring with the prodigality of a conjuror producirg
rabbits from a top hat. What's mre, I convinced them. Gradually ~
the murmurs of incredulity and disscnt were stilled.

A goodly fire was built, viands produccd and various people
set about catching trickles from rock facecs in buckets and billies.
Still the pestilential rain.

Now then, since we were turning in the trip, should we remain
overnight in our snug overhang, or beat it back %o the road through
the lacerating scrub tangle to pitch wet tents in the rain? Out of
six peoplc we obtained some fourteen various opinions and verdicts
over .a period of time '~ the time it takes to eat a leisurazd
lunch. The arguments were decided for us whea we found that the
water bucket beneath ow most promising water point had viclded less
than a pint and a half in two hours. "Gee", sail Don, "I don‘t want
a dry campl!" '"Dry eamp!" we echoed with horribie sardonic laughter,

So it was baeck to the road in rain developing into a windy .
downpour, back fto camp a hundred yards ecast cf the point where we
had left the road eight hours earlier. The other twe tents shared

the Fire (note the capital) that night - a Fire carefully coaxed
from seemingly sabturated logs into a recaring, scaring furnace. Trgo
Fire was built between the two tents -~ and they were hardly six

feet apart - so that the occupants slept salamander fashiom in a
boiler room atmosphere. Vapours curlced from thc leeward tent of
Ron and Noel, ard at intervals frightened faces pcerecd out as the
flames licked the steaming Japara.

_ It‘rﬁined éll night; but‘With first ligh%t came a 1lull; then a
tiny patch of palg, clear sky which widened %11l the sun, coy at his
first glimpse of Wanganderry in at least two days, winksd a tenftative

eye and then smiled. A chill southerly shepherded the clouds o
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regions which certainly didn't neced them less. And we road basghed
in thirteen miles %to Mittagong,. :

The pastoral counbry was green and fresh in the weak sun, the
massed clouds pictorial, bubt it was still road-bashing. The 1ittle
girl in the cafe couldn't identify the batterecd, unshaven team as
her customers of Friday night until Meadows. unleashed his bahy~blue
eyes and animated eye lashes, when we were pcrsona grata,

, e entrained, and Don discarded a pair of boots from the
carriage window, after significant gestures to Sunday aflernoon
strollers who came to investigate. Two of the party actually thanked
me for the trip as they left us at Liverpool. Don went his way to
explain to his food party (Don't be unkind to him, food party - his
unfailing checrfulness meant a good deal to us that weekend), I
drained the bitter dregs of defeat again (good cliche there, diyou
see?, and have since been carefully cautioning people ahout the CLub,
"Itye had wet weekends" or "I'm a fair weather walker from now on®.

Well, I'm.a pansy. I'm a heel, I'm a sissy bushwalker., So

TEE "SYDNEY BTSH WALKER'" LIBRARY.

AR e A 67 "N Cr AT

By Jess Maxrtin, Librarian,

It is obvious from the number of Tookes miszing that many members
have forgotten that the Club has a "LENDING" LIBRARY, and how many
of our newer members are familiar with its contents and hcew 1t was
first established?

One evening in 1932 Mr. W,J, Cleary vigitod the Clud to give an
address entitled "The Literature of Walking”, dwring which he quoied
from many poets and essayists who all delightad in sinrging snd writlng
of the Leauties of the countryside enjoyed during their ramblocs.

The suggestion was made that the works quoted by ¥r. Cleary would form
the nuoleus of a fine library, the ideca was enbhusleasiically adepied
and, in the .capable hands of the first Librarian, the Library was an
established fact,

From time to time new books have been addcd. The mere serious
gide of bushwalking is catered for in books on Map Reading and Msking,
Astronomy, Meteorology, Photograrhy, Birds, Treecs and Wildflowsra,

The "Sydney Bush Walker" Magazi nes, which cover all phages of owr
activitieg, from the first isswe until end of 1948, have ncw hoen
bound ard are available (for reference only,. Magazines whih are
published by other walking ¢lubs are also available for rcferenco,

Unfortunately, our space is somewhat limilted, bui lresh books
of general 1 nterest to walkers can always hLe =2ided Tto our shoives
hv donakion or tha fallowinge nprocedire ¢ - i
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'The Librarian to purchase any book when nine people

sign a petition for its purchase and pay a fortnightly
subscription in advance. It shall be the duty of the
Fand Fheam to the leraFfEET““Non-flctlon books of
interest to walkers are to be purchased by the Librarian
when five people sign a petition and pay a fortnightly
subscription and the Committee votes the balance of %the
purchase price. The Committee shall not, in any period
of six months, vote more than £2.10.0 for the purchase
of such books.
"The eharge for new books shall be 1d, per fortnight (or
part thereaf ) per 2/6d. (or part therecf) of the bhook's
purchase price. The charge for books at prcsent in the
Library shall be 1d., for the first foritnight and 2d. per
week thereafter.!

Now that the confusion into wikich the Library had teen allowed
to lapse has been straightened out, it is hopsd fthat sustained
interest in our Library will be rencwed.

ADDITIONS TO T IBRAKY.

viemton

The following books have been donat~d 0 the Litravy oy
Mrs. J. Morris :=-

”OUR SAIDEILL OOUNTRY" by A.M. Duncan-Iung. .
(Life of Nature anmd Man in South~-¥cs¥erm wicensland ).

AN AVIARY OF THE PLAINS" by Hoemry G. Lanond,
(Sketches of Bird Life in Western Guecnsiland),

KOALA _ SURVEY.
The following is extracted from a lettsr recsived from
Mr, F,J. Griffiths, Chief Guardian of Fauna, in roply Lo a rejussh
for information whic h would enable mambpfﬂ S0 help in the sear
for Koalas.

Lla

"The object of the survey which the Fauna Protootion Fanel
is at present undertaking is to find out. uct oniy where koalass
are living at present, bubt also where they arc ¥rown Lo have Lived
in a natural state, but are no longer found. ALl this informaiion
is very necessary for any plan for the conservatlion of the animal,

"From information at present availabloe. 11 would
koalas have lived in almost the whole of fhe coovtal =
South Wales as well as in parts of the %sblelunds. The
in certain areas near Sydney,. partiGuWap~y crl o tne penily
Narrabeen and Palm Beach. Tour report regarding BePO”r“ Watarﬂ is
confirmed from other sources.

ra now live
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"The principal food tree of the koala in New South Wales
is the Grey Gum, but they also feed on other species including the

Forest Red Gum (or Queensland Blue Gum), the tallow wood and the
red mahoganys ‘

"When climbing, koalas make long, fairly deep, scratchoes
on the bark of the tree trunks. The scratches might be 8" long
and are different to the marks made by opossums which are short and
more like claw marks., By the age of the scratches you can tell
whether koalas are likely to be living in the v101nltv°

"I might add that as koalas are nocturnal animals, they are
not often seen during the day time, but just at dusk +boy frequently
move from trec to trec.

by Brian G. Harvey.

MINUTES of the Septemher Peetlng were not adopted as some doubt
drose as to the authority of certain delegates to vote on the motlon
to 1lift the suwpension on the Busheraft Asscoelaticn. Evidence is
promised, whih, if unsatisfactory,; may result in ubﬂ pTO/’UUb voting

being he]d 1nva11d and the whole matter o 274271 N,

AN AMENDMENT TO WHE CONST Qp'“g& w%'cn will' clolifeky
consideration to be given to the affiliation vhd, was adopted
unanimously. Applications will now have ©o vable for

two months. -

NOTICE CF MOTION to amend the Constitution to provids for a Minutes
Secretuary was gilvena

THE ANNUAL REUNION CAMP Committee Report was rcceived. It indicated
disgracerul conditions at the last reunicn, Camp hyglene waz
neglected, rubbish scattered freely, prcfanc langiags used, tend

cords slashed and animal antics indulged in gencrally. Apparenily
young walkers of the irresponsible tyre were moinly retponsible.
A motion by the C,M,W. "that the Annuel Reunion be now kincwan as the

Annual Gircus" was lostld! (Not fully justifled.)

THE UNIVERSITY BUSHWALKERS gave notice of a motion to raescind the
minute that the Annual Reunion be held in Sepitembor. They pointed
out that University examinations arc held in the succeeding months.
Clubs arc requecsted to conmsider an altcrnative moniis

FEDERATION DANGE. It was decided bto invesuigite the possibilitvy of
HoTdivg & Dance in the near future. The datc wlll be acdvised as
soon as known, 1f a hall is obtainable,

OTTDOORS AND FISHING. Clubs are askcd to contribute articles %o
this uuga51ne on our point of view on conscrvation, and reccrds of
trips which would interest a non~pushwalker. _
CONSERVATION was defined as "The prevention of indiscriminate
SIEhbhfor and/or mutilation of indigencus flora and fauna and the
landscape®
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iv.
A CODE_OF ETHICS was adopted unanimously as a standard for members
of affiliated_clubs« Copies will be circulated, It does not contain
anything the S.B.W. has not taught and practised since its inception,
but it will be of immeasurable use to the erring and misguided
organisation in owr midst, and fills a long felt want. '
NATIONAL PARK., Copies of the S.RB.W. correspondence with National
Park Trust were read, intimating that the Trust was not responsible
for the felling of gum trees at the Jjunction of Hacking River and
Waterfall Creck. ‘

All who attended Latrie Rayner's lecture on New Zealand
should have a vory %ood idea of what it is 1like to walk in N.Z.
The rocky peaks, "U" shaped valleys,rain-forast ard shailow
rushing rivers are quite a diffarens propesition Tram. our warm
oepn bushlands. Nevertheless it secws t18: our walliors might
teach them a bit about lightweignt souipment - weight dresn?t seem
to count over there. It was a pity the eridizsoaps wean’t up to
scratch because it was a very good selechion of roclographs

T et S e A o, A AR e

Best wishes to Olive Cann (nee Jurd) who is on her way to
her husband’s home town of Kilmacost, W.a,

£s lhe swmmer is upon us again we rcfev readers 50 "L.S.B.A. 1g"
article in last Decemberis issue enbitled "Tragedy on the Cox.%
"Sunstroke, " he wrote, "is no respecter of persons,

that individual mey think he ise Wear a hax awriing tne
months oun your walks, even.on overcask G -
pass through the clouds. 4L predizposing

of a heavy rack on a very hot humld cay, wlitn itz avlendar
haustion. The onset of the sympboms mayv be gradual, wiill com-
plaints of headache or drowsiness, dizziness ana navzea, with flushed
face. On the other hand the victim mey suddenly sollapse. The pullse
is rapid (normal 72 beats per minute) and the breathing noisy and
difficult. Artificial respiration is necessary if breathing ceases.
Temperature may rise to 107°F. The patient should be laid in the
shade with head and shoulders raised. Dcuche the body with cold
water, apply wet mm cks, ecpecially to the head and spine, as these
parts are congested. Continue until reiieved and temperature

reduced, when patient should be given plenty of fluids., It will v

be wise for the recovered patient to avoid the midday sun by walk-

ing in early morning and late in the afternocon on return journey."
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Speaking of accidents, newspaper reports indicate that the
CeM.We members injured near Wattamolla (Sth. Coast) were the vic-
tims of the Bushwalkers no. 1 eneny - the loose rock.




ANOTHIR WCRD TO THE OUNCE-COUNTERS.
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Those wise ones who watch warily the omirous
ounces will be interesfted in the lighi woight =iy
pocxet ruskeacks Paddy has introduced, Thty come Tr

o

B

the usual two sizes =~ 3 poclots and 4 poukal

The threec pocket size is the cne usually favoured
by ladiesx and it carriss up To &Clox. Wﬁ:cht= “hc
pack.1s made from a lightweight bub surong
duvck. The straps are of bﬁﬁt GclTome tap:c: Lees
whi ch alway~.“mmﬁins sort and yliehle no mmttel Lcw
ofters 1v is tha It reanirce ro abio tlon In the
wey ¢f oil or dobbin, Tha i
steel The total waols

SowGs, a saving of
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Cil tno Dtowﬁaﬂu tyne

oegsat Ca

e 4 posked model Ls siwmilar o the above cxcent
thet 1% is the shandard é poct@ﬁ mod sl (eapse] apout
40Le3, ) with hno

riickiasiw weizh =iy
the wtandard Type.)

o o Sy
mILNy Lo VAT . N
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Both these rucksacks are stuvdy, serviceable jows
but naturally have To be treated with vhah litble exira
care that is regquired with ligniweish® gear. TFor
instance, the frame is not intecuded to ba sah o « hup
then ounce~counters wouldn't do such a Thing, would
they?

PADDY PFALLIN,
Camd Gear for Walksrs,

T

'"Phone : ST Gecrge Stcen
BX3595.
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