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EDITORIAL

The Aﬁnual Report

To the casual reader one Annual Report is like another, but to
the connoisseur each has its distinctive flavour and lingering aroma.
The 1947 report was distinctly sour. It dealt mainly with the
things that weren't done. The 1948 report had a fairly pleasant
flavour, but lacked maturity. Much had been attempted, but not

. everything had been done. But the 1949 report is a banquet which

stimulates the palate with a succession of courses bitter and sweetb,
hot and cold, smooth and rough; from scup to nuts. -

The membership section provides the soup. It is rather. taste-
less and is offered without sauce or sippets. '“Membershlp is slightly
above pre-war and has proved adequate for Club Activities."™ That
settles that.
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The library provides just one bite and leaves us wondering
what happened to the rest. ¢ ‘

The description of the progress of the magazine is like a
Dale Carnegie success story. As we chew it over visions arise of
the magazine staff working rythmically together to produce this
popular publication at a bargain price. .

The next course is entitled "Walkirig Activities". 4s we read
it the hairs on the back of our necks stiffen and we fight back the
impulse to take the plate out on to the doormat. '"Despite 21 years

rof concentrated walking," we read, "the Club again displayed consid-
erable virility in conception and execution of walks into new
terrain®. Tough - mighty tough! -

Now come the sweets. The local newspaper is describing the
village picnic. In every paragraph large attendances have been
enjoying themselves spontaneously in a most gratifying manner.

Not only did we have the greatest celebration of all times on the
occasion of our 2lst birthday, but the Christmas party, the re-union,
and the many other items on the social programme all went off with

a swing. Even the Instructional Walks, which were planned primarily
for instruction, were the occdasion of a "kind of unofficial re~-union'.
Life for the S.B.W. seems to Imve been just one "do" after another,

at which a good time was had by all. ' Nor is this an exaggeration.

It was and we liked it.

The next course is brief but fasty. ‘VThe'photographic_
exhibition was one of the best for many years .., some of the
exhibitions would have-done credit to any open photographic

exhibition'.

After this the flavours are a little flat. There was not
enough support for the photographic section. The trees planted at
Era nearly all died. Yes, we have had just about enough. Conserva-
tion is heavy going - full of fatty indigestible words. And when
we read that our delegates to the Federation "have opposed the usc
of fire-arms by members of affiliated Clubs", and the practice of
"busheraft” and have wged the "responsibility of Clubs for the .
actions of their members"”, we think back to the great days of
Garrawarra and are full right up to the neck. '

_But after a little rest we find that we still have room for
the fruit and nuts in the form of the Secretary's concluding remarks
and the President's addendum. :

Now are we resigned to Dr. Hardie's medicine. Nasty potions
must atone for succulent feasts. We turn the page and our appre-
hensions rise. We spent £72 on social activities and it must have
come from somewhere. Bubt what is this? - "Excess of income over
expenditure £11!" No medicine but soothing syrup! So sturdily has
our Treasurer defended the Club coffers from the depredations of the
frivolous that we end our year of revels with a profit.

- And so with light hearts we proceed to the Annual General
Meeting to select the cooks who will serve up the repast in 1950,



AT CUR FEBRUARY WEETING.
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" “Héported 1 by Jim Brown, Asst.Hon.Sec,

Purhaps the fact that, the February meeting was held at the
end of the most ennervaflng'week of heat in Sydney's recent history
accounted for the torpor in which the meeting commenced. DBy the
same token, perhaps ihe southerly mind which began to blow part way
through the meeti"g 1nsp1red the eager note on whldb it concluded.

The Pr°s1c@nt wag in the chair, and about 60 lethargic members
presént atthe opening. Three new memhers, Hisses Audrey (Pilly)
Davis, Wilma Turner ard Dorothy Jurd, were welcomed.

, Dormla announced that recent changes in the City of Blue
Mountaing Council had undone much of the good conservaticn work,

and the new mexbers of the Council would havp tc hs educated, but in
company with the Parks and Playgrounds Movement, the worlk was going
on. ~

Edna Stretton's Social Report earned a desultory round of
app;ause for its brevity -~ the metlng seemed in a humour for
getting the whole uhlng over. 1t was anncunced that the three best
exhibits at the next Photographic display would be reproduced in the
Club Magazine by a newly discovered process. The audience laughed
with good naturcd tolerance, almost dlsballevr'lglyn

It could not laugh off Bill Henley s ‘announcement that he was
presenting a cup for the Swirming Carnival, for he produced a hand-
some trophy in the metal. It was to be co%peted for on points, and
to be held by any champion who gqualified two years out of fthree for
the prize. In the meantime, the annual winner would be named on the
plinth.

Tt was stated bhat a new trustes for Blue Gum would be slected
at the Annual General ﬁeotlng, and nominations should be kept in
mind,

This brought us to the southerly gale and the matter Of the
Annual Re-union. These must have co-incided for now the meeting
became alive. The locations suggested. were Furoka (damned by Alan
Hardie, who thought a re-union there would develop into a search
and rescue week-end), Era - no wood and maybe no water, HMacquarie
Fields (eventually chosen by vote), and Menangle, which recceived
many votes despite the almost cor plete absence of suitable transport
in - and more particularly out.

But. it was mention of the damper contest which drew the crabs.
Kevin Ardill complained that the judges lust year ate the lemon
peel from his daper, and was told thers should be no peel in
dampers anywa This broughf the question, "What are the terms of
reference? and it was decided that there would be two damper
contests, one plain, one fancy; the plain one, following iliriam
-Steenbhom's professional description, was to contain only flour
(S.R. flour was OK'd), water aznd salt - no eggs, fruit, etc. ).
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"Take a swab!" urged somcone, 'Competitors were reminded to bring
their own flour. ' ‘

Gil Webb wanted to know whether it was to be a real damper
"with ashes next to its skin" or that insipid, emasculated product
of the metal age "a powder cake". The judges refused to eat their
peck of dirt or more, and voted that the despised "powder cake" was .
in order, but it must be cocked ih the ashes of the re-union fire.

Dormie now rose to another vital matter, and advanced a triple- W
barreled motion, which (swmarised) was that we urge the Federation
to write the Minister for Tourist Activities asking (1) that deface=-
ment or damage to hubts in scenic and similar rescrves be made a
punishable offence (2) that visitors' hooks be placed in such huts,
(3) that the respongibility fér tending Seaman's Hut be defined.
After debate, in which Claude Haines thought that these hubs were
primarily designed for skiers, and Dormie said he wasn't going to
freeze just because the hut wasn't specifically made for him, motions
1 and 3 were carried and motion 2 lost.

Colin Lloyd mentioned that the proximity of Seaman's Hut to
the road exposed it to much damage during sumver, and thdéught that
the authorities didn't worry greatly until winter approached, but
generally put the place in fair condition then. Ruby Payne-Scott -
suggested a few kamikaze walkers, so that memorial huts might be
built in desired places. ‘ oo - ‘

It was decided that information regarding dedicated land at
Blackheath, and its possible transfer to private ownership, should
be passed on fo the Parks and Playgrounds Movement. Also, that a
reminder be sent to the Minister for Lands regarding timber cut ting

in the Mark Morton Reserve,

After announcement that the late Photo Section was going to
rise Phoenix-like ag a Pederation-wide activity, the meeting closed
in moderating climatic conditions at 9.25 Pells

SOCIAL NOTES FOR MARCH.

_ Some documentary films, by courtesy W.E.A., will be shown on
18th March. The reels will be carefully selected and are bound to
be of interest to Bushwalkers, :

“r. Walter CGruse has some interesting slides to show us on
25th March. His topic. - “Kosciusko and Burragorang".

The lecture set down for 29th April has now been arfanged.
Mr. Alan Strom will give a talk "Geclogy and the Bushwalker?.

- Edna Stretton,
Social Secretary.



PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION.

The Committee has already appointed accrmittee, consisting
of Ray Kirkby, Phil Hall and Jack Thorpe, with Roley Cotter as
convenor, to arrange the photographic exhibition, which will be
held on its traditional day =~ the last Friday in June. Photo-
graphers are reminded of this date because it takes some time to
take, develop, print, enlarge and mount a suitable masterpiece.
As announced at the February meeting, the Committee has voted funds
to enable the first, second ard third bhest photographs to he

- -published in the magazine. A competent critic wilil be obtained,

and all photographers will be able to benefit by an cxpert
analysis of their exhibikbs. The suggested size of photographs,
for those who can enlarge, is ahout 10"Xg", but any size will be

-apceptable. In fact a panel of small rhotographs is often most

interesting. Age of photographs is immaterial. There arec some

. photographs of which we never tire.

o - v — -

LAZ.

. B.y. "TaI'O"-

So Laz =~ - our Volga boatman of m@ny a camp fire in the years
that are fled - 1is no more. And the manner of his passing -
alone in the snow near Cradle Mountain, with his pack beside him -
was appropriate. He always did like solitude.

Thirty years ago he wandered round our now familar mountain
tracks with his chosen pal =~ an Airedale - also carrying its
own neat tailored pack of dog biscuits. To me ~ this lone walker -
the dog, and the two spotless tidy packs, seems the completest
picture of Laz. _ : :

I first met him one cold crisp morning when day was very young,
near Thirroul. I had walked up Bulli Pass %o catch the sunup -
and at the lookout I met four walkers, I think they had come  from
Appin. The face of one was very familiar to me - for a long time
I had seen him at many a city hall where the best of music was to be
heard. It was Laz. This was aboubt 1918-19. I still have a snap
of them perched on the top fence rail with the ocean behind.

The 1ife of Laz reads like another Steinbeck book. Born in
the Caucasian part of Russia, life was a grim struggle for the
Puras. By sheer necessity his mother was compelled to play foster
mother to the higher ups, selling the milk nature intended for
little Lagz. By some means the family got to the greatest foster
mother =~ London. Even there the struggle went on -~ our Lagz
tolling long hours in a basement making superlative clothes for the
higher ups. Laz ran to a standstill and a doctor advised a new
country =~ Canada or N.Z. In a coin toss style Laz picked N.Z.,
but, after a time ~ finding the people much. too suburban - he came
over here =~ with a little cash and a lot of skill. By sheer hard
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work he menaged to bring the family overseas to share sunny
Australia. The vices and follies of mankind snared none of his
‘cash or time - - .his 1ife lay in his craftmanship, superb clothing
for the -inescapable higher ups. This brand, however, paid well and
cheerfully and Laz was able to clothe himself with comforts and’
'reflnements that would have seemed dream stuff in old Russia.

%ost of his life kc was tossed between two fears - " {or bayonets)

one, - that the Pretty Things would pass him by -~ the other -
"much bigger and sh”rpor - that one - and just one -~ would pounce
on him and by a stroke of the pen and a spot of gold - prison him

body and soul for life.

We once had a heavenly ten days at Kossy - according to Lagz
the apex of his life - and this female subject was much discussed.
I used to tease him unmercifully with visions of a married Laz with
lots of small editions =~ and be it known many a wistful "expression
betrayed him, '

v I shall miss him greatly and for long. Politically we were
poles apart but in all else we clicked as one.

We had a long conversation just before he left. I tried my
best %o dissuvade him from air travel, he would not agree, but said:
"Well, I'm very grateful to you for trylng to stop me, for it looks
like there 1s someone who would liks to see old Laz keep on living".

How llttle we knew.
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BERRY TAXI SERVIGCE
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CARS. MEET ALL TRAINS AT BERRY - G-PASSENGER
'CAR SERVICE CAN BE ARRANGED TO WOODHILL
CAMBEWARRA & BERRY MOUNTAINS.
» ~000=-
'REASONABLE CEARGES 'PHONE. BERRY 10- FOR BOOKINGS
| 24 HOUR SERVICE.

PROPRIETORS - LEE & BISSETT,
QUEEN STREET, BERRY.
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APSLEY-TIA~ YARROWITCH.
| By A.L. Wyborn.

 (For location of main points of intersst see
Max Gentle's' map on Page 9 .) _

‘Thé Cxley Highwdy runs inland from Wauchope on the North Coast
past Walcha and Tamworth. The first portion follows the Hastings
River closely through very fertile country, in fact the Upper Hast~
ings Natlonal Forest contains perhaps the most magnificent reserve
of timber in Australia. After leaving the Hastings the highway »
graduvally ascends to plateau like country over 3,000 feet high, which
4is rent by very deep gorges. : , ‘

It was to this region that the. "Anniversary Official"” was making
in a very slow bus from Wauchope on the Saturday morning. After
going 95 miles in five and a half hours we thankfully left the bus
at Apsley Falls. turhoff, with a rousing farewell from all the other .
passengers, some -of whom had to sit oub another hundred miles of
journey. - L SR

: The leader, Alan Hardie, knew what to expect, but Clem Hallstrom
and myself were amazed at the sheer gorge into which the Apsley Falls
‘dropped a4t least 700 feet., .Above the falls the river flowed placidly
through a gentle colourful vale, then suddenly toppled over into this
huge chasm, which gave no indieation of its presence from only a few
~yards away. The volecanic walls went down inko ominously dark pools,
which wound their way through narrowswalls. Steps and ladders to the
bottom have long since fallen inkto disrepair, and would now be
dangerous, and this was as well for us as we had 1little. time, and
must push on. ; ‘

- Our route lay roughly east betwesn the Apsley Gorge to the
North, and the Oxley Highway... There were¢ no tracks but the open
country made easy going as we crossed Rocky, Tiara and Bullock
Creeks, then Green Gully, to camp.on Stockyard Creek:just as darkness
descended. = Several times: on the way across we came on a.huge brown
old man 'roo over seven feet high, accompanied by light grey kangaroos,

The camp tumed out to be the last water before Tia Palls, and
was on the tops close ‘to the junction of the Apsley and Tia Gorges.
Having covered eight miles in hot weather, zfter travelling by train
all the previous night, we were soon abed, but rose next morning
‘before daybreak.  Looking over into the Apsley Gorge early in the
morning, I was reminded of the drop from Kanangra Walls, with similar
rock formations to the Spires and the wooded slopes below. I wondered
if anyone had ever climbed intoc the gorge back at Apsley Falls and
followed it through to the Macleay River. It would be a long and
dangerous feut with very little chance of climbing out anywhere =
in country far worse than.the Morong Deeps and about fifteen times
as long; and then'it would inhclude that mysterious "Apsley River
Gorge™ shown on the North Eastern Tourist Map about thirty miles
downstream from where we stood. Surely that gorge could not be as
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spectacular as the part of the Apsley near the falls, which is not
even mentioned on "he map.

Leaving camp we soon came to the western side of the Tia CGorge,
which, although as dsep as the Apsley has accessible heavily timbered
sides. We were following the =dgc south to Tia Talls, when I alimocst’
trod on a large black snake, which, being poised to strike, caused
me to heat a hasty retreat. However Clom came from the rear with a
loud wheop and dispatched it with a lucky hit from a dead stick.

Soon the falls camc into view up in the corner of the gorge, «nd

this methed of approach preoved to he a good one, as we had increas-
ingly close vistas of the falls, which cascade down through o narrow
cleft in the rook walls to a large pool below. #&bove the falls we
 found a delightfully cool rock pool where we disported Ffor some time,
always belng careful not to risk heing sucked over the edge by the
strong flow. Then on again along the opposite side of the Tia Gorge
as we had much greund to cover if we wanted to recach Yarrowitch Falls
that night. Heading N,E. just after lunch we rcached the top of

Ht. Trinidad, one of the highest points around, from which we had

a very good cycloramic view of the plateau country. Fifty miles

to the north was Point Lookout in the New England Mational Park. ‘
Further cast was Anderson's Sugarloaf and the lonely ¥t. Banda Randa
at 4,200 feet. From the top we checked our next direection, and
_started off for the Yarrowitch River. :

Peter's Croek was negotiated and a-track on the opposite side
ridge was followed north toward the junction of Peter's Creek and
Deep Creek. This went for at least a mile and a half before reaching
a practiecal way to the bottom of Deep Creek, about 1,000 feet below.
Just before goilng duwn the track bhecamec very steep and winding near
were an old mine was repubted to be, snd a signboard wittily declared
"slow down to 30, curves!" L e '

From here we cought a glimpse of Garibaldi Rock protruding from
the side of Deep Creek a few miles downstream, a remarkable sguare
pyramid of basalt. Standing on the ridge betwecen the two creeks,
we noticed how thickly wooded was the narrow Peter's Creek ralley,
in contrast with the relatively bare sides of the wide Desp Creek.
One particular patch of trees was literally festooned with vivid
orange mistletoe, gleaming in the late afternoon sunlight.

The bottom of Deep Creel was reached after a steep deseent, to
find the water in stagnant pools, and overall a hot oppressive still-
ness. Thecse things made us only too anxious to press on, even though
we faced a 1,000 feet climb and a further four miles of walking. At
7,30 p.ms we rade camp about % mile above the Yarrowitch Falls,
right on darkness again, having covered 22 miles in hot January
weather.

We went round on the ridge oppesite the falls early next morn-
ing to apprecinte the fine setting of the twin cascades, dropping
an cstimuted 600 feet intn a large amphitheatre. Ahove the falls
the placid river weandered through light green grassy paddocks, and
dark greon copplces of cucalypts, and was edged with laden blackberry
bushes, thelr roots dzep in the water.
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It was six miles of Areary road bashing then in the hot sun,

back to the Oxlev Highway, threre %o wait one and a half hours under
a mailbox for the charabanc back to the coast. The less said about
this part of the trip the better, as the charabanc was crowded and
the jcurney was slow. Children were everywhere; Clem and I srared
one sturdy lad on our knees for most of the way, and I sat on a case
of peaches = s0 enjovable] ’

On arrival at Wauchope Station we found we had Lime on our
hands, so continued twelve wmiles in %he conveyance to have a hasty
~loock at Port Macquarie hownship. I was not very imprcssed, as every-
thing-was on the holiday resort commercizliged style, 2nd the surr-
oundings were very flat., £4s T gazed on the large number of auboe
tents huddled on the bhlack soil behind the breakwater, 1 thousht of
other campspots, pleasant and quiet, above the Apsley, Tia amd
Yarrowitch Falls. : ‘

L o 10 AL T ot e et .~ s a1
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0N THE ROAD TO ARV IDALE
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By Max Gentle.

Sunlight, mountains, a road, a bicycle, a restful countryside,
forest clad hills, rich meadows - what more could any man want?
Such was my plan for a Xmas cycling tour - on the road to
Armidale. :

Beyond Bingleton, I peddled through pouring rain to Muswellbrook
o . L which slowed me consider-
ably. Next day, when
crossing the Liverpool
Range, the aforenentioned
sunlight appeared, to
reveal a fine panorama,
looking eastward over the
Mount Royal Range and
Barrington Tops.

I had a feeling of
satisfaction at having
defeated the elements, and

: ; 4 ;1 ‘
;:j//N” ' ' was uble to appreciate the
_ : next stage of the journey
o /

ML RARAIN Ty
" PARRANGTON
L. Toes

*through rich meadows,
netween forest clad hills,
then the willow lined Peel -
River at Tamworth, the
boulder strewn ridges of
Moonbi Range ond the willow -
lined river at Rendemeer.

I left the Wew England
Highway at Bendemeer, and
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JFollowed the Oxley Highway eastward to WalChéfRoadeailwayoStatFOn,
and then crossed the Main Dividing Rarnge at gn,alﬁitude-oﬁw4;QQQ;
fe-et.g,: - o . - : S, oo TR

A number of tableland streams were to be seen, winding:through
grazing properties on their way eastward, to form the Apsley River.
‘They are sald to be stocked with trouti, Twelve miles east of Walcha
town, the Apsley Gorge appears with frightening suddenness. - The
actual height of the waterfall was disappointing, but it holds = ‘
historic interest, having been seen by- ‘explorer Oxley, :in 1818, o

A few miles further on I made a”sidéftripifb“viéwlthe-Tia’Falls
in a very rugged setting, and to admire the swimming pool under the
cascades-at the top. - g o AR

Further east, the highway crosses a range of hills on to the
watershed of the Hastings, where the coastal and easterly influenee
1s at once apparent. Here the forest timhers are intermingled with
a rich growth of tree ferns. o '

Grand mountain scenery unfolds while descending to the Hastings
River, and beyond Mt, Seaview the road follows the southern bank of
the river down to Wauchope. X U

.I.followed the coast road north over the Macleéy River at
- Xempsey,. and just beyond there obtained a striking view of Mt. Banda
Banda to the southwest. ' '

After passing through dairying and. tomato growing land along
Warrel Creek, the popular toumist resort at Nambucca Heads was .
reached. A full day at the surf was found Jrite enjoyable there, the
water being much warmer than at Era the previous week, -

‘The next mofning-l-swam at the Beliingen'mouth atiUrunga;:then'fd

followed that river upstream to Thora, its fresh water pcols provid- '

ing some éXQellent‘swimming as a change from the surf.

The road up Dorrigo Mountain is-charact%rised by magnificent.
mountaln scenery, and maybe its main attraction. is-where it passes.
under Newell waterfall, The dairying and potato growing land of
Dorrigo.plateau later gave way to forest clad hills, as the road

climbed to Ebor.. :

., Beyond. Ebor Falls, there is something about the look of the
forest which indicates a high altitude above sea level. The trees |
.are-mainly of those Eucalyptus species, popdanly known as the "Mess~ .
mate" and  "Blackbutt" of New England, It isWnot surprising to ;
read on a gignboard there - "The Snowy Range| -~ 5,000 feet". As’

this point was the highest reached on the tour, the downgrades beyond, .

were;much_éppreciated.f'Presently, a side road turned off %o Poink

Lookohit, 9 miles away. - =~ : : ' S
"The road to Armidale brought me to the village and store at

Wol;omombi. The Wdl?omoqb;_Falls, 28 miles from,Armidalg,'make a
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sheer plunge of 1,100 feet, and then surge down a steep slope into
& great ravine, from whose floor rises a rock of immense size -
it is sald to bte 600 feet high. Two rivers meet below the falls,
their combined waters plunging down a chasm, whose sheer cliffs
exceed 1,600 feet in height.

From Wollomombi, I peddled along thz road to Armidale, to
complete a 530 miles tour in 10 days.

-— - - -~

WHAT EVERY YOUNG MUGGER SHOULD KNOW.

By Jim Brown.

‘Sometimes. I wish I could have been a walker in those far-off
days when a bushwalker was a curicsity and his gear a miscellany of
oddments of his own devising. .For there's no doubt about it,
standardisation is infiltrating into perhaps the most individualistic
sport in the world, so that anything other than a Paddymade pack,
sleeping,bag,,tenp anq‘groundshegt.approaches rank heresv.

So it's a good thing that walkers have not become entirely
uniform; it's well that we still dress in-various degrees of dis=-
reputability, that we still have different schools of thought about
billy hooks and .blackfellow's fires, that we have frame pack
enthusiasts and supporters of the filletted ruesac; sneaker addiets
and ccnfirmed beetlecrushers: not to mention big muggers and little
muggers. Or rather, I must mention them, for this is mos§ly about
them. . - . 7 L7 .

Barly in'hiS/bex'Career_the.prospective must make up -his/her
mind. The decision need not be irrevocable, sc it isn't necessary
to lose sleep over the.issue, but if you are one cf those impossible
people who determine something and stick resclutely to it fair or -
foul, then you should consider this parting of the ways, ‘this cross-
roads in your walking career. For, understand! there is no mean.
‘You zare either a2 big mugger or a little-mugger. .You-may-be a large
big mugger or a-small little mugger, . but you cantt be a-medium mugger
Why? Because nobody-makes medium mugs. Either you get your pint or
something like a_gill.

Now let us suppose ydu are a light ‘drinker and decide to be a
little mugger. . At your firsgt halt you proudly produce your natty,
Persil-washed, JIittle pannikin, to.find it surrounded by a fotley®
collection of seedy-looking, unwashed, unlovely, .chipped bathi-fubs.
4% last -you kmow what is meant by "everything except the kitichgr
SIME=ISghe. dispenser of the brew says, "I'm afraid you wen!t gek

our falr sharg’, and $his absolves him from apy attempt at equadk
Q?ﬂ;ﬂipn,oﬁﬂth_;Spqgié@kﬁzbuﬁgexuygggJSmall m__Afilled*andgiqﬁfil
be, very lucky o erganisefa ‘return, or if-you Ao, vwou'tol s wife:
slightly dilutsed tannie ‘acid, ior ‘the coffes griounds.

Occasionally of course gyou '11 strf f airminded brewer
~ocialli 8tic leanings prompt him ion the drink equalily
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He will use your pannikin as a measure, look dismayed at the
miserable awill on the deck of -the big mugs and promptly .top them
up., Ah, yes =~ but he has uged your little mug as a measure. Hasg:
he also used it as a dipper? Is it cocoa you are drinking? If so,
you will have to wash the-outside of your pannikin- too.  Tough on.

\

the little mugger, ain't it% . -« -

There is one.fairly sure way to discourage the use of your
little mug as a ladle: place-it in a prominent position on top of
a deposit of cow dung (it is almost certain there will® be some,
especially if you are:camped at Era.) -But eareful!- Don't do this
if it is night, for the brewer's eyes may be dimmed by smoke, -and
he may still use your pannikin. o T e

How do I know all this?. By bitter experience, my dears! I
have in my time been a little-mugger. It was not always so.  In my .
earliest walking day§ I carried a military monstrosity of metal which .
swallowed 13 pints without effort. This Iforsook when-about to do a
very tough trip, acquiring instead an-absurd little thimble of °
aluminium, Don't let them do this to youl The ,aluminium burns. your
lips amd fingers. The only way. of glieviating .the-position is tol
‘put some sticking plaster around the rim-and handle. Use three
different strips on the rim, and mark them "coffee", %tea" and
"Cocoa" and then wait for someone to make soup. . By drinking, 'say,
coffee over the cocoa strip and so on, you can add infinite variety
to your drinks. By the way, I am now a reformed character with a
normal big mug. I say again, WITH a big mug. -

Of course, you can go super lightweight and take no mug at _
all, drinking out of a plate or billy, but if you are a fastidious
type who doesn't approve of oddments of spud or custard in the tea,
you must wash your improvised pannikin between course, and washing
up before tea is most distressing. Or should I say, washing up is
distressing, full stop? ~ . '

Just lately we had a non-walker away with us one weekend. When
the brew was ready for pouring, I peinted-a finger at her and said
laconically, "Pannikin". It took some little time before she
realised I wanted her "cup"”. I have since been thankful that I
didn't simply gesture towards her and say "mug"™. People have been
dragged before the courts for that. :

P Well, thank you for your tolerance if you have tolerated me so
far. All I really want to say is the little mugger is a silly

mugger. Thank you. _//42«2’////

{
(

KURNELL PENINSULA: Wery goocd news comes from our Parmks and Play-
grounds Movement delegate, Mrs. Hilda Stoddart. " The ‘Minister-for
Lands has approved of:action being taken to reserve ar, area of 970
acres on the Peninsula for public recreation. In addi tion the.
Minister for Lands r-=<¢ ~woached the Minister for Congiervatior
a view to appropriate being taken to prevenmt any fuart®
erosion of the area. = the first instance we k-
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officianl action hag been. cont&emlated to stop erosicn on a public
resarve.

The campaign for the ruservutlon of this zrea has been going
for 3C vears. : :

TARROW UECKS. AUD RUINED CASTLE: In a letter read vefore thy 1°st
mee¥ing Larie Byles reportesd that both the City of Eluc Mountain
and iha Parks and Playgrocunds Hovement had written tc the Lands
Departrent about shouldering haolf the cost of tle twé freehold
perticns -on the Narrow Necks which were recsntly scld: no reply had
bee:n received. The Parks and Piaygrounds itovement had written to
both +the Citr of Blue Mountzains and the jands Departmnt cbout resum-
ing the surface cnly of the M¥ining Conditional Leuse portions, but:
so f=r no answer had becn obtained. The Director of Tourist and.
nmigration Activities was interviewed and exprsssed himgelf whole=
heartedly behind keeping.the area in its natural state, and promised
to write tc the Lands Departrient about this, and ahout the resumpbion.
The Fedzretion had wriften to the Linds Depurtmen* zand the City of
Blue Mountains ahout ¥eeping the area roalless, but the City Council
refused tc commit - -itself, sarying that it nmight waq, to put a scenic
road _on Tarrow ‘Necks one dav. The porticons rmarked "classification
area” were within the jurisdiction of ‘the Warragamba Catchment area,
and the %Water Roard did not wish tc havé them converted to recreat-
ional areas, but stated that it did pot expecn to use them otberwxse
than for recroatlonal Durposes.

Marie would bo pleased to have some good prints-of pbotos of
the %arrow Necksg so tbat she could write .an article for the'"Katoomba
Echo™. :

"DEVELGPING" NATIONAL PRK.

The Sutheriand Shire Council has unaninmously ncminated Councillor
Harper as & Trustee of the National Park. In an article in "The
Sentinel" newspaper of Janucry 20th Councillor Farpor said that the
ncmination might enadble him to "help along some overdus improvem:znts.
in the interests of =211l concerned,.-snd- to the, advanteze of the
Sutherland Shire, which controls a number of- settlements —whose
destiny is closely interwoven with thé developnent of National Park.,
The inhabitants of these comunities arc Just zs concerned as outside
nature lovers with protecting and earing for the nctural flora and |
fa“pa ‘and are aiready doznﬂ much to protect it from bushfires and

vanda dalisr:.” Further on he ‘says ‘thet - “‘n the case of access roads, .
the Trust hasg not: shown any sympethy to the advantage of opening up
~~ankg§r vehicie traffic,.“ut on the contrapry, has been influenced
againg a move by bushwalkers, hikers etcs who are~at the most
a yery 1imitéd section of the general public. It is on good grounds
xhat,we eontenéffhat ‘hikers anre rospon31b1e fgr recent bushfirésy;:
ndthey have $ habit .of. Ie8¥ing camoing refude, tins ‘ebd.l, séHtteved
meund.l" armofst untidy mahner

om Japuasnn4bh  adPon.Skrom. renlieds: ‘“tg—!'f;% Lett oroiss BokRowiSm
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"Sir: ; I read with considerable anxiety the retmrks made by
Clr. Harper on his nomination to the National Park-Trust, .-

and published by you on-anﬁarj 20.. e

. Clr. Harper shows a lack of knowlédge on matters’ concern-
ing the Natdional Park,' and this is particularly disturbing.
‘when he is to take his place in thé administration of that
National Reserve. 1In ‘the first paragraph of his statement he
speaks of "overdue improvements'; may I remind him that this
area was "dedicated forever as a National Park" so that "the.
primeval forests will remain untouched® and that the history
_of past Trusts has not been glorified by either an understand-
ing of the term "National Park" nor such action as would show
a capacity for conservation, preservation: or hiolo ical
appreciation of the primitive natiral .résources... "Improve- .
ments” have alwdays in the past meant desecration-and. after.a
review of the personnel of the Trust, one does.nof look. -
forward to an enlightened policy in the future., The Wild ..
Life Preservation Sodiety “of Aysfralia (founded.in 1909) has
consistently pursued a policy over thé .jears designed to . .-
retain this area for the delectation and.ediffcation of’. .
future generations - it fust aot be used for the "earnival®
recreation of a single generation, .- It would appear that the
"inhabitants of these comminities™ referred to by Clr.Harper
are but new adventurers in the field-.and ko state that they
‘are concerned abecut protecting flora and- fauna bears little
strength should the Comncillor care to visit the Park in the
vicinity of Engadine and Heathcote-where rubbish is being
dumped, standing trees removed, water removed from creeks,
dogs sported against native animals and playing. fields opened
where once stood the best Waratahs and Woody Pears. Further-
more, the same Shirs Council has murmured about taking gravel.
Is this protecting flora amd fauna® : ' ’

Clr. Harper laments the lack of access roads and :
attributes it to the influence brought to bear by bushwalkers
and hikers, This does flatter the bushwalkers and hikers, but
access roads have brought their score -of damage to Nature's
creations.. There are a few of'us,Whofremembergfhevprimeval~
teauty of many spots before the hordes of matorists.brought’
their cans and bottles that Clr. Harper blares onto the
walkers, - The real haunts of the walkers (and they are preoious)
little now) are still free from the litter suggested in the
article, HNay I suggest that Clr, Earper has not seen these and .
that his opinion is clouded by = desire to point his moral for
“a very limited 'section of the general public"? Wot all walkers
are blameless any more than thd¢ pecple that Clr. Harper repres- -
ents. But at least the walkers' efforts to keep the Park -
primitive are motivated by a desire tc keep the bush as they v
know it for their children and their children's children’ for
they know that before many years have elapsed they tec, must
stow their rucksack and their heavy boots with the other
relics of a vigorous wouth; and furthermore, they do- not
regret this sacrifice if it means a living contact with the
true sustralia. : . ' . '
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Tt would be good to know what at the "good grounds”
on whicdh Clr. Harper levels the blame for recent bushfires
on "hikers® The 1948 report of the Federation of Bush-~
walking Clubs has this to say about fires in the National
Park -~ YAn offer by badeﬁdtJon to supply fire- watching
teams during week-ends in "oush fire weather” at a time when
the Trust Was short of manpower was not even acknowledged
by the Trust, It has further been my experience in fotenn
vears of busbwalV1 g that fires commence from picnic areas
and hence Clr. Harper's hikers are people of 1litfle worth
anynow.

"It is to be regretted Sir, that nowhere in Clr.
Harper's statements do we find the breadth of vision that
his new tasks will demand; he is throughdut limited by the

"small town" policy too often seen in public affairs.
Despite prolon ed agitation the Government hos still not
seen fit to appoint in equal pfoporflons (at least) indiv-
iduals with scientific training to do a sclentific btask
such ag this National Park Trust dermands..

Yours sincerely,
Allen A, Strom.
Hon, Sec. Wild Life Preservabtion Society of Australia.
Miember of The Sydney Bush Walkers. "

In ¥.S.W. representations for the appointment of a bushwalker
representative on the National Park have met with no success.
Contrast this with Tasmania. It is reported in the "Tagmanian Tramp"
of October, 1948, that "The work whidh the Club has done since its
inception, to foster interest in our National Parks has been recog-
nised by its being given representation on the Mount Field and Cradle
Mountain~Lake St.Clair National Park Boords", :

OFFICIAL ANZAC DAY WEEKEND WALK 22ND.TO 25“H APRIL 1949. Katoomba=
Clear Hill~Splendour Rock (Memorial)- COx River=Sreakrast Creek-
Carlons '=Devil!s Hole-Katsomba. |

- This walk has been put on the programm9 so that those with
sentimental thoughts about the homage due to the Fallen on the day
of the year set apart for that purpose, may without any qualms of
conscience pay their respects and at the same time enjoy the week-
end in bushwalking through this most picturesque section of the
Cox River terrain. This is not a test but prospesctives are weleone,
It will be a good oportunity for them %o get to know some. of the
key routes through the mountainse. |

Camp on the Frldav nlght ‘will be at ﬁorral Swamp.

A. Hardig
‘ égader.
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SWIMMING CARNIVAL 1949

The had luck which has dcgred our Swirmming Carnivals over the
few vears overtook ug again at Sandy bend this year.

There was 2 good roll up, about 50=80 and thers was plenty of
song ot the Carp fire on Saturday night. Sundey morning was cloudy
ﬂnd by 10 O'clock the rain had st arted.  Tre carnival got under way
all right and dospite ube rain the competitors were enjoying them-
selves. But it was too cold for the full programme to be run.

Here are the results:= | .
WIS CUAMPICNSIIP. . RE3CUE RACE.

lst. Bert Whillier -~ lst. Gwen Jewell~Eric Psgram

2nd. Cloude Haynes. . 2nd. Vera Matasin~Don Read.

3rd. Roy Bruggy. , 3rd. Claude Haynes~lary Macdonald,
WCHMEN'S CHAWMPIONSHIP, NDERWATER SWIMN~M=N,

1st. Vera latasin + lst. Eric Pegram r

2nd, Gwen Jewell : 2nd. Frank Young.

Srd. darv. Macdonald, : drd,. Don Read
LADIES BREAST STROKE ' UNDERWATER SWIN-LADIES

1st. Vera Hatasin, ' ' Ilst. Gwen Jewell,

2nd. ¥aryv Macdonald
Srd. Gwen Jewell,

MENS BREAST STROKE MANDELEBERG CTUP.
lst. David Roots. : 1st, Gwen Jewell-Kevin Ardill
2nd., Don Read. 2nd. Vera Mutasin-Fronk Young
drd., Claude Haynes : Srd. Margaret Stoddart-Eric Pegram,

POINTS SCORE FCR UEMNLEY CUP,

ft' Gwen Jewell. 7% points. 2nd,Vera Matasin 7 points. Eric Pegram:
65 points.

GOSSIP.

Dorothy Vincent is off to Mew Zealand, answering written appeal
from Ron Knightley te come and share mountains and cther trcoubles.
They will be mer rled shortly after Dowothy's arrival there.

A certain person, who is nct 2 momber, is malnly rosp0n31blp
for the absence from club activities of new mesmber Bill Hancock.
Margaret Mulhelland is the attraction and their cngagement has been

announcad,.

-



Is fthere any connection between the report of Soeial Expenditure
of £72. for the yvear and the ultra smart sophistacated appearance
of our Sccial Secretary. Did you notice the Treasurer giving her
and "old fashioned" look. =

"Reception at Sandy Bend®. Well, not quite, but the guests
from the Keith Lambkin~Christine Johnson wedding were at the
swimming carnival you know,

One of the ftrains on Saturday carrying steady reliables to the
swimming carnival was the one chosen by Billy Taplin and court for
& trip to Bushwalkers Basin. With the "reliables® was Phil Hall
and we were wondering whether he is thinking of applying for the
position of reigning favourike or court Jester at the above mentioned
court as he is working assidiously on his recorda, on which, by the
way anyone can have a blow.

John Freeman and Elaifie Marsh (prospectives) and two others,
set off for the carnival onr Friday night, They arrived at the top
of the hill above Sandy Bend that night and camped., Next morning
they asked the woman who lives in the house there, where was Sandy
Bend. She directed upstream. They went for five miles (they report)
before they "woke up". Well, we've made some early starts ourselves
but never have we walked five miles before waking up - either to the
leader, or ourselves,

FILM NIGHTS. There should be no ohencs of any member of the S.B.W.
losing his way at Kosciusko after the fine array of coloured slides
presented by Roley Cotter, Jack Thorpe and Doug.Johnson at the slide
night and by Bob Savage at his lecture "Kosciusko in Summer & Winter®
on Friday 25th Feb. Bcb was able to give us the low down on both

the history and architecture of the snow country bulldings. Both
nights were well attended by 3.B.W's who never tire of goocd colour
slides, '

State Cabinet recently approved the expenditure of £185,000, 000
on the Snowy River Development scheme, Wonldn't it he a geod idea
te start by spending Just a million or two in protecting the eroding
catchment area from fire and over-grazing?

_ News has just reached us that John Harvey, a member of many
jears standing, passed away last week. To the Harvey family, his
wife Dora, sons David and John and daughter Judy we extend our
deepest sympathy. .
; John was a true lover of the bushlands and gpent all his
holidays camping with the family. Though he was not often seen in
the club in recent years, the many members who enjoyed his unassuming
friendship will feel his loss very intimately,
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