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- EDITORIAL.

Tﬁenty.One Years bf‘Good Fellowship -~ +

 On Page 1 of our Minute Book it is recorded that on Friday, October 21st,
1927, some members of the Mountain Trails Club "constituted themselves an extra
and separate walking body, with a membership of ten; droew up a draft constitution
- and conditions for future discussion by lator members,:and advertised the next

mecting for Friday, Novembcr llth. At the first mocting (Octobor 21st), after a
few routino proliminarios, it is rocordod that "tho mcoting immcdiatoly drafted
“tho Objocts and Constitution as follows :- E

To emalgamato thosc who esteem walking as a means bf recreation.

To form an institution of mutual aid in regard to routes and ways and
means of appreciating the Great Outdoors.

To establish a definite regard for the welfare and preservation of the
wild 1ife and natural beauty of. this country. '

To help others to apbreciate these natural gifts."

Exeept for the addition of one more objoct ~ "To promote social activitios
amongst membors" -~ ‘those objccts havo stood. The draft. constitution, however,
is but a faint roflection of tho precsent legal and grammatical mastorpicco.
Reading on through tho minutes onc is imprcesod by the caroful and ordorly
progrcss mado in tho formation of the Club. The oarly mombors wore enthusiastic,
critical, and thorough, consoquontly thoir work has lastod. '

_ ‘It waé a remarkable association they created. In the year 1927 comfort was
at its peak. Fllms, radios, automobiles, cheap liquor and tobacco, and verious
proprietary  drugs ehsured that the joys of 1life could be absorbed in a sedentary
position. Most people could buy. or rent a house to shelter them from the weather.
. But the Bush Walkers chose to spend all the time they could exorting thomselves
mightily in tho roughest of bush country, carrying large packs up great mountains,
gotting cold end wot, scratchod and sunburnt, braving snskos, spiders, ants and
the othor horrors of the“city dwellor. Moroover thoy showad little reaspect for
tho conventions of the days whon mixcd walking partiocs woro a novelty, and shorts
uncommon. Walkers thén woroe much moro conspicuous than thoy aro today, and, such
is human naturc that thoy .could casily havo boen given g bad namo. -They roelised
" too that pcople roaming the countrysido incur tho suspicion of farmeors and _
grazicrs whoso propcrtios arc ofton damngod by campors. And, most important of
all, they had a causo - the consorvation of the bushlanda. - which could .
prospcr only if thelr rcputation was good. They wore therofore very caroful to
croate a good impression, and to' admit only thoso who would uphold thoso idoals.

There was & ploneering spirit in the enrly days of the Club. Walking wes
comparatively new, much of the walking country was little known and urmapped.
Members were united in the zeal of innovation and ceme to khow each other
intimetely. Nowadays this spirit is weaker. Walking is easicr hecauso ways are
known and tracks arc worn. Wo ar¢é still lookod on as a bit odd, but rmost pcople
have bocome used to socing us with packs, shorts and hobnailed poptss Tho Club
is largor, and it is impossibloc to bo closc fricnds with so meny mdmbors.

But onc grecat idoal of the founders stands. In tho looso aggrogation of
" poople thet constituto a big city thorc has boon formed a small cormunity of
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happy and healthy people with a strong common interest. Sociologists, govern-
-ments, youth movements and all sorts of well-meaning bodies try to do just that -
to bring people together in community lifec. They seldom succeed because the
common interest can't be manufactured.  The hardships and pleasurcs wo experience
togothor mako for roal friondship. Monoy cannot buy, nor cannod ontertainmont
roplaco, this procious thing. : ' : R ,

: .. The Qldrmémﬁérs'ﬁavo haﬂded on;a_wbhdorful organisation and tradition. The
© 8pirit thoy kindlod, liko the flickering glow of the camp firo, warms and unitos
us. But tho Club is thc pcoplo now active within it. .Thoy can makoe of it what

thoy will.' Its futurc doponds on the coro of mombers, both now and old, who -
work unsclfishly for its wolfarec. B ST =

AT OUR HALF-YEARLY GENERAL MEETING .

. Invthc absqngo of the Prosident and Vico~Prosidont Mr. ROIOy Cbttcr:was
oloctod to tho chair. About 45 mombors wore prosent . R

Threo now members - .. Gil Wobb, John Thorpe and Ikvid Roots - " wore wolcomod.

., In corrospondonce was a' lottcr dated August 26th from the Fedoration .-
Scérotary,who statod that at tho'July meeting tho S,B.We motion on-tho opening of
a fund for the purchaso of tho Narrow Nocks lands had boen deforrcd till tho
August mootinge. At the August mecting ."it was movod that matter bo agein-doforred
until furthor information was availablo. Tho Presidomt was loth to aceopt this
motion and by way of rosolving thc mattor it was movod by the writer 'That tho
schome to acquire the Narrow Necks lands is impracticablo at present's. Tho motion
wes duly seconded and carricd with only your delogatos.dissonting”. :

- "It should not be thought that the ardort and visionary proposals of cortein
_ of your mombors are th>ught to.bo unworthy:of support” tho lotter continued, "bit
“eeenes 1t might roasonably bo arguod that ...... it is unlikely that any porson
~ othor than walkers could wish to acquiro -this land «se..s Membors of your Club,’

in thoir zoal and wisdom havo, it is understood, launchod tecrtativo engquiry imto
purchase prico, possibility of salc otc., thus, no doubt, giving to an owncr - ~
-who can rcasonably bo supposod 4o havo had no prospoct of saloc - hopo and interest,
which might otherwiso nover havo arisen. Tho possibility could quitec casily have
occurrod whore tho owner, in tho absence of any salc offers,. would havo been
ploasod to givo his land to the proposod National Park. There is also tho -
poselbility that «ei..e tho civic authoritios might intercst themsolves in dovelop-
ing the aroa with roads, lookouts and concrote.” Tho lottor then roferrod to '
the "bitter strugglo to scll bushwalkers thoir om magazine, pricod at only 1/6d.,"
and tho difficulty of raising a sum cxcceding £400. , :

Mylbs'Ihnphy roported that ho had recontly attonded a-conforenco with tho
City of Bluo Mountains Council on tho subjoct of tho Narrow Nock lands and tho -
Groater Blue Mountains Netional Parks - Tho Council, he said, was conccrncd ebout
tho ownorship of tho. Narrow Neck lands, and, in reply to. its reprcscntations to
tho Dopertmont of Lands, had recoived advice that the Dopartmont was proparod to
- furnish 50% gf thoe purchaso.prico of those lands if tho Courcil would advameo the
remeining 50%. o . S ‘ S
: !
Bushwalker representatives found the Council quite sympathétic, interested.
and in accord with many features of the Grecter Blue Meuntains Netional Park.



- schome. Tho Council controls the arca from Bell to Emu Plains, and from tho
groat bond of tho Cox to Bell's 1ino of roade Bushwalkor roprosentatives pointod
out that thoir intorost was in the primitivo aroas, not tho "improved" parks in
‘tho built-up aroas of tho Council om0, end suggostod that if tho National Park
woro sot asido tho trustcos ghould includo bushwalkors and naturalists,.

Mylos Dunphy also roportod that timbor had boon romoved from tho Bluo Leby-
rinth. On a motion moved by Mario Bylos it was rosolvod to ascortain from
Mre Whaito tho area from which ti=ber wes boing romoved, and to inquiro from tho
Socrotary for Lands (a) whothor pormission had boon given for its roroval; and
(b) w hat was being dono with rogard to tho Groator Bluo Mountains National Park.
It gcs docidod to writo to tho City of Blue Moumntains Council onquiring whothor
it dofinitely proposod to rosuro tho privatc lands on Narrow Nock and offoring
tho Club's assistanco in the projoct.

A roport on thc proposal to buy a new projector was rceoived from Ira Butlor.
There woro only about throo mekos avaeilablo for loss than £50 and thoso wero not
suitablo for Club noods. Tho choapoat (about £17) did not cast o bright onough
imago for Club displays end in anothor typo tho carrior was not convonient for
cardboard slides. Moro sultablo machirics would probably bo availablo in this
pricc rango later. Tho Troasuror sdvisod putting a 1init of £30 on oxpenditure ‘
unloss somothing really out standing woro obtainablo, in which caso wo-might go to
£50. After somo discussion it was resolved to ask tho Photographie Soction to :
consider tho modification of the prosont projector, by purchase of, say, a lons
of & inchos focal longth, plus a convorsion slidc carricr. A

. Noxt business was tho cloction of office boarors. Roley Cottor was oloctod
Vice~Prosidont and lauric Raynor Fodoration dologato. Doroon Harris voluntoored
as substituto Fedoration Dblogate. ‘ ‘ '

Mr. Hardio's constitutional amondmont was lost.

The mooting closod at 9420 perm.

SOCIAL NOTES FOR OCTOEER. S i

. On 15th October there will be the greatest social event in the history of
the Club. Yes, it's the 21st Birthday Party at the Dungowan!  Already excitement
is tense, and I can promise you a really wonderful night, full of fun and surprises.
The celobrations wiil bo cortinued in the bush over the wook-=ond, and for this
function many people are working hard to give us somothing to be remembored.

On 29th October, Mr. A. Stono will ontortain us with some ovorsoas filns,
including somo which aro bound to ‘delight snow rovellors. : :

Edna Strotton, Social Secrotary.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SECTION. - RE

NOTE PARTICULARLY. On tho 28th Octobor (at 3 Bond Stroot, at 8 pen.’)
Mr. Ae.Re Eado.will give a loeturs ontitled "Aftorwork on Prints". W shall be
- pleasod to seo all the urinl fzees and sny othcer member of tho Club who would care

to attond.




PARADISE AT PAGES!'. -
By Kath McKay: - .

Adam and Eve may have lived'in a flat countryside, but Paradiée, by-cOmmon
consent and long tradition, has always been situated upstairs.

So‘up the stairway to heavén we went, on a peffebt ﬁidgwinter's day, leaving
the blue sea bohind us and journeying through rich faxmlands to the battloments
above - journcying, bo it undorastoody not liko the saints of old who

"elimbed the stoep ascemt of hoavon through poril
toil and pain" - o

nor oven like tho gontleman who prayed (to quoto him elmost' verbatim)
"o Gdd-to‘ué may graco bo given to follow in the train'.

Ah no, our transport .was othorwisc. Potcr, as all men know, is Kcoper of -
the Gato, but in this Paradisc was no cummdgeon of a Potor, pcering through the -
grill and demanding a ccrtificato of fitnoss before admission. gRatHQr liko an
Se.B.W. committoo.) Keys. he msy have had, but I fancy they pertained to his fiery
chariot, called by common folk a jeep. In this he swept through the gate and
down the mountainside to one. of the villages of the .plain,:gathered up his pil-
grimssbag and baggage and wafted them to the heavenly hoights with no cxertion on
their part whatsocver. L i : ’ o

A wondorful Potor this, for though his halo was not visiblo, a Ray of sunshinoc

" ‘always hovercd about him, and often as he walked rod-gold lightning darted to his
gido - lightning with four legs, a bushy'tail and an onchanting smile. In
short 'twas Brillig, or, as some would say, 'a dog. o )

- As wo explorcd the cclostial territory, unworthy. doubts crept into our mind,
for on tho grassy slopc, bless my soul, was a goat, munching rapidly and tiro-
lossly; eand beyond him a littlo gho-goat doing the seme. They -pausdd only to |
look et us and cry: "Ke—a=th!" in quavering tonos, and thon rosumod their cating.
Could this bo hcaven? Surcly hcavon was rosorvod for shocp. Goats traditionally -
went clscwhore. T

Again whon wo roached the holy spot whore Poter dwelt,. and saw Pinocchio,
black, whito and handsome, reclining at his caso beforo e blazing fire, frosh
misgivings arosec. The boon companion of Be2lzobub, hore? And did not Virginia
Woolf quoto tho unimpoachablo. tostimony of a bishop that-cots do not go to hcavon?
Ah woll, this must be a puror other, = divinor air, whore. cven goats and cats and "’

wero wolcomo . ' ‘ ’ _ . ' ‘

So we sottlod down to cnjoy oursclves, houscd sumptuously in an army tent
#ith boarded sides, armchairs, tablos, beds, blankcts galore,:. keroscno heater,
primus, Aladdin lamp = in fact, all mod. cons. Herc we lay snug o' nights,
hoarkoning to thec little brook agurgling benoath the blackborry thicket, whonco
it omerged to run over some 3pouting,'in£o a pool spccially designod for casc in
filling buckcts. Horo. too wo lay sluggardly o morns, hearing the clecar rcsonant
call of lyro birds and currawongs, thc jollification of jackasscs - oy if you
prefer it, the cachinnation of kookaburras. And when at least wo summonod courage
to poke our nose over tho ncat half-door, thoro was the sun sparkling on tho
frosty grass, decopening tho blue folds of the hills and making a shining mirror of

tho distant lako.
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Tender converse, like as not, floated up from the lane as Ray shepherded
her precious goats to their day-nursery; and Bess, Brillig's plain little black
wife, ran over to bid us good morning, humbly and ingratiatingly after the manner
of her kind., For she was but & village bitch, brought home by Brillig in the
largeness of his heart to bear him a son end a daughter; which she did, modestly
enough, in a rabbit burrow. ' '

. There woere days of calm sunshine and nights when tho wind roared like strong
surf ovor tho cliff tops above. Thero woro walks along the upland pasturos with
thoir dcep grass and brakes of 1illipilli trees, laden with berries coriso and
plum colourcd, mauve and white. Thoro was tho unforgottable picture of Poter,
his army boots and khaki clothing giving tho sceno a parado ground flavour, as ho
strode towards tho henhouse in the late aftornoon, crying: "Como along girlsl"
to tho squad of black and tan hens morching obediontly in his weke. Thoro was the
goat houss to be visited -~ a stout 1littlo two~-roomed dwelling sot in a socludod
spot above tho orchard cnclosuro. Here Buttcrcup had her apartment and Ben had
his, fcstooned with fresh branches of 11111p 11i to prov1do a snask whdn thoy
waked hungry in thc dawn. - i

Then, carefully excluding the goats, there was the' orchard itself to be
inspected, a goodly stretch of hillside won inch by inch from the bracken by
Ray's untiring hands. Infant trees gave promise of flower and fruit in years to
come; and past tho fence ran the Ben Ricketts Highway, constructed at cnormous
oxpense of toil and sweat, giving aceess by joop to tho orchard and to tho potato
field tucked, as it werc, in .a tail pockot of ‘the hills.

And in. the most shcltored grove of all was the sccrot garden, with its low
mossy wall built by hands unknown =~ such z2-placo as a lone child might have had
‘for a playground, or a harassed woman as a retroat from the humdrum chores of the
farm. Here forns and crcopcrs made a'groon twilight, and in tho rich loaf mould
Ray had sot rows of bulbs, whore already the daffodil 'hailed far summer with his

lifted spoar’.

An onchanted places "but after all, was not this Paradiso?

""FIRE OR WATER": - In its title Miss Joscolyn HOndorson's booklet posos a
straight altornativo. Causoc No.l of fircs is described aes "stock owners who wish
to provido a fresh groon ple for their stock, or who wish to move their stock
easily through forcst country". Burning of the "scrut’ is an old pastoral practice
of which most city pooplo scom quito ignorant. The rceults of this practico on
our catchment arcas, and on thc Bouthern Alps in particular, arc doscribed and
illustrated sclontifically and accurately in this booklot. It appoars to be
written to convinco the pcople who havo the authority to teke action to stop the
dostruction, and o grecat deal of the toxt is composed of qLotatlona from tho find-
ings of oxpcrts. As such it loscs a little of its intorcst for the gonoral
roader, but gains in authonticity. Thc arguments apply with cquel forco to any
catchment, including, of course, thc Warragamba catchment, which includos a groat
part of the proposcd Groatcer Bluo Mountains National Park. 4 booklet like this
docs moro good than ycars of talking smongst oursolvos. B .

.

-

_Thorc is a magazinc missing from tho library filos. It is Noel49 - Jamuary
1947. Our librarian, Jessio Martin, would bo ploasod if anyono could supply a
copy of this mumbor.




WKY OUT IN THE BLUE, BLUE BLU?

By "Dazed and Amazed“

You will all have read in the August issue of the trip across the'Blue
Labyrinth from Bimlow to Glenbrook by Jim Brown, Phil Hall and Ken Meadows. As
you are‘also aware the walk was later programmed and took place on 17-19th Sept—
ember. . : . _

' Friday 17th September was a w1ndy ghogery day in the City and earned 1ntend1ng

" membérs of the party "you'll be sorry" looks from their workmates and others. It

. was a bit of 'a scramble to get through the Fridey shoppers, who secmed to be all
going in the opposite dircetion, in timo to cateh the 5.21 -p.me. Camdon train.

Upon assomhly at Camdon thore worc six - preparcd to do -~ or elsel. Jim Brown,

Roy Brgithwaito, Tom Kemny-Royal, Ray Mboro, Don Read and your chronicler (who,

inciddntly, does not write undor the pon-name of "Moorschaum"). We had taken the

procaution to warn fond fricnds and relatives not to cnlist thc assistancoe of Scarch

and Rescue if wo woro a day or so ovcrduo. .

o Hhen wo rcachod Bimlow thc clouda wero clearlng fast and the valloy was
‘bathod in moonlight. Evurythlng smelt fresh and clcan aftor the rain. - This
.. beautiful valley should be visitod more froquently beforo it is fllooded by the
" rising wators of Whrragamba Dam. , , ‘

. - A brisk walk of about four miles brought us to a comfo rtable camp sito under
tho casuarinas on the Cox. Aftor a light mipper, far tastior than tho "Mbntcroy"
Friday night strugglo, we hit tho hey at 11.30 pem.

. Wo forded tho Cox immediately. after our atart at 8415 aem. on Saturday and
proceeded downstream to Gogongolly Gully, where a timber track took us fairly well
up the hillside until the narrowest part of the creck was reached. A narrow rock
hole and a couple of pools had to be negotiated hereabouts, then the going gradually
improvoed as the creck bod widonod, and soon aftor 11 aeme we rcached the 1id of a
tin nailod on to a trece trunk by Kon Meadows to donoto tho turn off. Lunch wae
vory welcome in this ferny grove. -

. Soori aftcr 12.30 p.m. wo commencod tho 1,000' asconte _The g01ng was stoocp,
“but no ‘hand over hand climbing. From tho t0p, ‘the gcnoral dircction was North and
North Wost along fairly open ridges to Euroka Trig. A high mountain out Kanangra
way was prominent, aleo the Main Range near Hamptone Mr. Harris and Waratah Trig,
on King's Tablolend, stood out amongst the ridges to thec Wcoiat, and "The Carrington”
chimnoy at Katoomba was or the north-wostorn gkyline about 15 milos away. A fow
waratahs in full bloom grew close to the Trlg. Looking down, Erskine Crock was
about 1,200 bolow with soveral ridgos. rnning into it, but all endlng w1th an
‘almost ahoor drop of about 300! at the . bottom. _ _

_ About 4 pems wo' began to descend a good rldgo into the Creck until about 300'
abave tha wators Roy Braithwaito scrambled ovor the drop, but in loworing his
pack over one of the subsOquont drops, ran out of string and thc pack started to
roll -~ only ono ogg for toa after that! The rest of us sidled around to the
right and slid down amongst lawyer vines and Kenncdyas to arrive all 1n ‘oné "picco
and to bo greoted by Roy with a cup of tea. How we loved that teall  Wo campod
on a small sandy patch and bathcd in a long cloar pool.

‘Wo were away again at 8.15 Bems ON ‘Sunday. Tho opposito bark of Erskine
- Crook lookod formidablo, but a study of tho leerpool Mllitary shoet showed, right
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against the western border, a premising ridge, going north, about 134 miles down-
gtream. We decided to go and have a look. Erskine Creek is a lovely stream -
pools and rapids like the Grose =~ and running strongly in spite of a dry winter.
There wero some fine trees in the creek -~ becausc it is too rough for timber S
gotters to come in and dostroy. It was mile an hour country, and, oven so, we '
noarly missed the crcok which marked the begimming of our ridgo. Wo still had to

go a fow hundrod yards downstream where tho stoep cliffs gave place to scrubby
hillside. Up wo went without any trouble until the very top, whore a 15! climb

we 8 nocessary to surmount a rock faco. :

Next we wont north along thoe ridges. An unusual feature horo was the thickly
wooded and groon aspoct of many of the ridges « vory little rock showing through.
Apparcntly too far .out and too rough to bo mcked about by timbormen. Thore wore
lovoly clumps of wildflowers in parts, particularly Boronia Pimnata and Stylidium
(Trigger Plant). Caroful compass reading was rcquircd horo to avoid being side-
tracked into ono of the surrounding gullies. The docp gash that is Erskine Crock
was most imprcssive in tho midet of the comparetively flat-tepped hills. :

Aftor this we went Northeocast and tho burnt trccs arcund The Whool showed up
on the skylinc. Leucopogons (Whitobeards) and ncath-liko whito flowers bloomed
cn massc, but they worc prickly on the legs. Wo had lunch et 2.30 peme at. The
Whool - the first wator since leaving Erskino. Crook. : T

On wo went agein at 3.40 pem., travolling cast to The Oaks, whore a ehort
rost was wolcomo. Wo bogan the final 5 milos to Glenbrook at 5.20 peme = no
nood to bustlc as theroc was no train until 8 pem. Pultenoas and Davicsias mde
a brave show of orango in the gathering dusk and Gompholobium (Golden Pea Bush)
was plontiful., We worc all glad to rcach Glenbrook by 7.20 peme and froshen up

before train time.

Tough country to bo astray in, this arca, but good for winter walking. In. » -
summor it is vory hot and best avoided. - - : :

GOSSIP.

PATH FINDING BY ALARM CLOCK: Roaders will be intrigucd to learn that a new method
of dircction finding has bcen evolvod by thrco ladics; including two mombors of
this Club. At least it is known that thoy dopartod on tho first log of an extended
trip (involving somo hitching) without maps, but fumishod with an alarm clock.

No doubt our Presidential navigator will boe oagor to know if tho now tochnique

rings the boll. '

ADDENDUM: It was rccorded in Scptomber's gossip column that Eric Rowen arrived

" at Killcare on an official trip sans torch, sans stoak, sons Barden, and rcsolutely
staycd put until thoso cssontials appoarcd on the following launch. Further
invostigations roveal that Eric, in dotailing his two doputy loadors, instructed |
them to cnsurc that prospoctives moved 10 yards off tho trail, and that the two 5
deputics, with onc other member end one prospcctive, speddily fell into the rear

and lost contact. A littlo later the prospcctive lcading tho "official party"
roported spidor webs across tho path. Undoterrod, the doputics p¥dssed on, until
cmerging noar a cliff edge, they noted a grasping hand appoar over the ;lcdge,

.clutch desperately at a sapling. Approaching, the two acting lesders, togothor

with onc momber and one prospcctivo, watchced with kindly intcrest and offcrod
cncouraging words ns tho remaindor of tho party scalod thc cliffs from tho water's
odgo. It will be seen that the deputios, with commondable zeal, carriocd out their
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captain'é instructions. If the distance at times oxcooded 10 yerds, this must

‘bo attributed to the ardowr of tho prospcctivo membors concerncd rather than any

doreliction of duty bty the doputy lcaders.

One of the drawbacks in borrowing a slecoping bag was discovered rocenmtly
by a prospectivo (femalo varisty).. People do havo momory lapscs but isn't it
-ombarrassing to ask for tho rcturn of portion of ono's undergear aftor the bag

has been returncd to the ownor ?

Kavin Ardill issucs this warning to all men: tf at any time you are

unfortunate onough to tont with two prospoctives namod -~ 8o holp mec, I'm a cad -

Molly and Pat, the following routinc is suggestode First untic knots in sleoping

socks and pyjamase. Socond, romovo rocks from under growmdshoct.

good turn and bounco rocks on the skulls of the aforementioned pro

Third, do mo o
spectives.

A now protender to the custard.crowm has appearcd, this time - just imaginc
:.it! =~ o woman no lces! And, what's moro, ono of tho prospective mombers had
tho tomerity to complain of the difficulty of finding the custard. among the lumps
of the King's custard.” Claude Hayres has suggested a straight out challenge and

_has offored his scrvicos as tastor.

Rumour has it that several merbers are practicing diligently so they mmyy
-acquit themselves with honowr amongst the food, and drink, at the forthcoming
_ 21st Birthday Party.. . 4 recent week-end house party at Stanwell Park, arranged
~purely for practice purposes, was a great success. A good "Orgury" for the partyt

CANNY: Early last month the Walks Socrotary took a wook's holiday. Ono would
imagine that this great organiser, at thosc whim so many partios venture forth on
groat oxpeditions, would plunge resalutoly into uncharted mountain wastos. But
no, ho chose "Mountain View" guest houso, Burragorang Valloy, where he could
rocline in comfort, while meditating upon the cxertions and suf forings of tho

meny S.B.W. parties carrying out the programme he had plammod.

LOOK BEFQRE YOU LEAP - ERIC!

It lay on tho ground all shiny end clean
~Tho 1iko of thie object had mover boon seen.
Across floadod rivers and ridgos miles high
s, ‘It had struggled and battled with meny a sigh.
Tender hands have cnclosed it, wo've shouted with gloo
When thc old bloke produced it and made pints of tea.

It lay on tho ground all shiny and cloen
This object of onvy (the infusor, I mecan).
- The old bloke was packing, with cunning galoro
When rabbits chocked out, ho is well to the fore.
Tho rost of tho story is sad to rolate
- 'Cause it doamn't bring crodit to Eric - his mate.

L3P i, v



This Hrie's a big bleks, o loapt in tho aiw

His cyos must bo dazzled, he landod = aross whero?
It lay on the ground, all shiny and cloan.

Bt it wasn't tho shapo that it ought to havo-boon.
8o whon you sco old bloko, don't seok cups of tea _ ,
With tact and no malico say "Have onc on mo". . ]

Glenbrook Crcck Shot: - Ken Moadows on a rock, surrounded by a bevy of beauty,
teking a photograph « of a lizard. . ' .

X -

THE BUSHMAN 'S HANDBOOK.

Mrs HoAes Lindsay's purpose in compiling "THE BUSHMAN'S HANDBOOK" is "to =~
guide those who wish to gain that knowledge of the bush and its ways that should
be the birthright of every Australian", "The fundementals of bushcraft" s he
says, "€hould be taught in the schools". It should be "part of adult education
schemos”, It should "form the basis of Girl Guide end Boy Scout Training". But
it camot be taught by talking - "you have got to g into the bush to.learn
its ways, with very little talking but a great deal of demonstration snd - -

practical work". ‘ , S

LXK

Many of tho methods he describes aro harmloss enough, but others involve -
tho cutting of troos and the snaring of animals. And theso aro the. most vital :
parts of the instruction since one could not survive without water, and native '
vogetable foods aré wholly inadequato. If all the people that Mr. Lindsay seeks
to instruct follow his advico there must bo a large scale destruction of plants.

and animals.

-
E

It is a relief, thorefore, to find that most of those bodies ho socks %o
convort have not rospondeds But, hs says “Therc is ono opening: in Australia
thore is a large and over~-growing body of men and womon who are dofinitely -
interested in this type of study. Thoy are tho members of our bushwalking clubas
Bydnoy has thousands of them on the rolls of the Foderation.se.." But why should.
thoy bo interosted? If N,S.W. bushwalkers went into the groat open spaces of i
the inlend and far north the knowledge might save lives. The fact is, hewovor, - - %
that theso aroa are too hot, flat, dry and uninteresting for walking, which is - {
dons in the south-eastern coast and: ranges. In this region thore gre very few
places which are more than a day's walk from settlemert, or a few hours from ;
water. In fact, we cannot recall one instamnce of a walker's life being onjengered |
by lack of food or water (oxcept porheps tho time whon Max Gentlo was “perilously
short of food" onTiwilla Buttresag.i A good knowlodge of map-reading and first
aid can bo acquired in much less time than a practical working knowledge of
"busheraft". Evon for the busheraft expert it would be much safer, and only fair
to the searchers, to go straight to the nearest settlament, rather than wait
around scratching out grubs or hoping for an animal to walk into the snare.

W oan
i

There are some people for whom such knowledge is important -~ those whose
occupation takes them far from the net~work of civilisation, and a few other:
edventurous spirits. But for the ordinary persons or even the bushwalker, the
-usefulness of such knowledgo would bo far outwoighed by tho damage caused during
its acquisition. o o

ORI
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- To thoso who read Mre. Lindsay's oxhortations to obsorve tho bughwalker's
code - not to dostroy ncodlessly or wantonly kill harmless croaturos - +this
mey soom a hard conclusion. It is, particularly in view of his onergetic
consorvation work in other diréctions. But tho logic is inescapable. Dsstruc-.
tion of trcos and animals is not conscrvation.
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PARTY ARRANGEMENTS AND TRAINS TO MACQUARIE FIELDS

Those orgenising parties for October 15th are requested to phone or writo
to Arthur Gilroy (43 Duglas Heig St., Oatley - phone M4407, oxtonsmion 521 - bus-
inocss. numbcr) not lator than 12th October. Arthur will arrange tabics and adviso

re drinks.

Trains lcavo Central on Saturday at 5.42, 6.40, 8.27, 8.54, 10.30, 11.30,
12.20, 12.44, 1,29, 3,30, 4,30, 5.0; and 6.0. On Sunday morning thoy leave at
8.25, 9.30 and 1iC. 8. Trains for Synoy on Sunday aftcrnoon loivo M cquario Fiolds
et 2.28, 3.33,.4.33, 5, 5, 5433 and 6.)2 .

In overy issuc lately thoro has' bocn a report of somcono getting hurt. This
timc Donnis Gittoos was the unlucky onec - and how unlucky! He was scatcd on a
tarpaulin which coverod.a lorrsy lcad of packs and skis; on his way £ from thce Hotol
Kosciusko to Smiggin's Holes, whorc ho was to join the S.B.W. party bound for Bett's
Camp. The wind caught tho tarpaulin, a pack rolled, and Iennis foll off with
the peck and tho tarpaulin. Ho foll on his back ond was taken to Cooma Hospital
for en X-ray. This revoanled that two vortobrac had boon displaccd, so his back -
~ and front - had to be sot in plaster. Howover this didn't provent him from walk-
- ing around, and a couple of wooks latcr he camo home to: Sydnoy in o railway sloopor.
Hoe was in the Club e couplc of wacks ago and lcoked very woll, thoush somewhat
; unbondlng. In no timo he was working for.tho magazino.

Qur vcry best wiahos to Gwon Roots, who hes announced h@r engagemant to
Sam Myers.

NN NI A I A BRI S T

N %o are pleased to report that Poggy Branadon is walking quite normaily again

~

- pfter hor accident at Bank Hollday wock—-end, tkoagh ‘it - will a little whilo
bofore sho can do any hard walks. _

: #FHAT 2AS PADDY GOT?

To Topographical Tigers. Mellong: 1" - 1 Mils Military shoot now aveilablo.
Thls map sbons 1 hOnaO» 1 road end a heck of & lot of wild country-

" 0.8, Armeronchos. Pad4y has scuurod a supp’v of extra 11ghtwo"~h+ onos. Thoy aro
& guoC capc. Thoy buiion up into o good wetorproof siceping bag or two of th '
clip together to make en A torh whish would snoltor 4 porsonse '

Scrow top iaré. Plastic 8 oz. jars 2/6 oach.

Phono . : : PADDY PALLIN, .
BX 3595 ' o :

' CAMP GEAR FOR WALKERS.
327 GEORGE STREET,

SYINEY.
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"_I:".*.'E??TY-.FIRST ANNIVERSARY SU.'PPLEMENT-_

A MESSAGE FROM THE FRESITENT

This month wo colebrate tho twonty-first anniversary of the foundation of
the Club, which took placc at a mocting on 21st October, 1927,

Until thon thero was no mixod recreational- walking club in Sydnoy. When the
few onthusizsts of thosc days wont walking tho genoral public stared and aven
laughod at them. To-day thero arc over twonty clubs and shorts and packs pass

almost unnoticod on thc strocts. I fool that our Club can justly claim to have
had a large share in bringing about this big increcaso in bushwalking es a
rocroation.

- In the twenty-one ycars of our existence our membership hes incroased from
43 to ncariy 300, But our influence has not boen due so much to our numbers
as to the strength of our walking activitics, which has been a featurc sinec the
boginning, and to our cfferts to presorve the bush. Our Wolks programme now
lists thrce walks practically cvery weck-cnd, and th ro are mony additional
walks arranged by groups of mombers.

I feel furthor that the outstanding succoss of the Club as a club is duo
to tho finc spirit devoloped emongst membors during their welks. Right from tho
boginning members have takon a wido, rather than a narrow intercst in the bush.
Thoy have not toen content just to travol through the bush and look at it, but
have had & real love of it, have come to know it in all its moods, have helped
othors to approciate it, and have worked to preserve it. - In other words we have
not only onjoycd to tho full our bushlands, but have thought of othors and tho
futurc instoad of merely sclfishly and shortsizhtodly thinking of ourselves and -
tho presont. - ) : ‘ - ~

Looking back I think that we can cclebrate our Club's twenty-first birthday
with pride and can lock forward to many yoars of bushwalking. Whilo we carry
out our objects to tho full so will the Sydney Bush.Walkers rcmain strong.

TOM MOPPETT -

FOUNDATION MEMBZRS OF THE OLUB.

Theso includo thoso who attonded the moetings of.2lst Octobor, 1927
. or tho 11th Novomber, 1927. g co

Those who ettonded tho mocting of 21st October, 1927 were

L.Roy IDnvics - John Gillespic - .

Mourice Berry i Harold G. Pcotficld..

Albert Crandon Mvlcs J« Dinphy o
Alan P. Rigby ' ' o M,

W. John Cockerill ,
Eric A. Dickson : - ‘ !

At the meeting of 21st Qetober Roy D. Rudder, Lazarus Pura and Frederick

MeKenzie, though not present, were deemed qualified members as from this date
becauso they had written in andwer to the notico of meeting.
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Thosc who aro included by rcason,of their attondance at the' first public
- mocting on Novembor 1ith, 1927 were i

Horbert R. Gallop '~ Gwon Adams (Chowmo) . Q. Bzkor Boldberg
Frederick Rico "Jean Austen Ge S. kitchell
Jemos M. Pawlcy L.B. Loxdalc (Miss) F. G. Portlons
Walter Macquecon M. Loxdalo (Miss) Lyle Brown
Waltcr Tarr” : Lilian Smoaton ' "~ Arthur M. Cook
Alfrod Gallagher Dorcon 8moaton Arthur H.dsdon
William Livingstonc HeMo Shorrard. Alan King

Cherles Kilpatrick Winifrod Lowis (Chardon) J. {(Dan) Taton:
Erncst E. Auston ' Roger Murphy : J«.V. Turncr
Goorge Banks Ken Matthows Gordon Smith

In tho opinion of Myles Dunphy, who was Acting-Sceretary then, Jack Deport
should-bo rogarded as a foundotion momber becauso, although he was not presont at:
eithor of these mootings he had attonded tho two provicus Mountain Trails Club
moctings and kncw what was afoot, but wes absent on busincss at Orango or
Bathurst, : o

Including Jack Dobert tho numbor of foundation mombors was 43,

LIST OF PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES OF THE SYDNEY BUSH WALKERS

Until tho mocting of 10th.February, 1928 a Chairman was clocted for cach
- mooting. Chairmen up till that date were Alan Rigby (21/10/27), Eric Dickson
(11/11/27), Roy Ruddor (9/12/27) and Frank Duncan (13/1/28). Jack Debert was
ocloctcd Chairman and later on President at the meeting of 10/2/28. Tho full
list of Precsidonts and Scerotaries is as followsi—

PRESIIENT - o SECRETARY

DEBER? Jack 10/2/28 ~ 13/9/29 = DUNPHY Myles 21/10/27 -~ 11/11/27
DUNCAN Frank 15;9/29 - 13/3/31 KILPATRICK Charles 11,11/27 =~ 14/9/28
CHARION Harold 13/3/31 - - 8/4/32 CHARION  Harold  14/9/28 - 2/11/28
RITSON Clifford 8/4/32 - 9/3/34 KILPATRICK Charles 9/11/28 ~ 13/9/29

1 é DEBERT Jack 13/9/29 - 12/9/30
12;;;;5 XCHARION ~ Harold  12/9/30 = 10/10/30
10/3/39 . ROOTS Walter = 10/10/30 = 8/3/35
14/3/41 LAWRY Dorothy 8/3/35 = 12/3/37
13/3/42  CROKER Richard 12/3/37 -~ 10/3/39
10/5/44  MOPPETT - Thomas  10/3/39 - 6/9/40
9/3/45  MOFPITT  Joan 13/9/40 - 12/3/43
8/3/46 GALLIOTT. Hilma 12/3/43  ~ /444
s/3/47  IRUCE . Boverly M/4/bh - 13/4/L5
GALLIOTT Hilma 13/4/45 .- .
( x Acting Socrctary)

HERBERT Thomas 9/3/34
ROOTS Walter  13/3/36
BERRY  Maurice 10/7/36
CROKER Richard 10/3/39
COLLEY Alcx 4/3/41
LAWRY Dorothy 13/3/42
STEAD Invid 10/3/44
GARRAD Edna 9/3/45
ROSE Jeck 8/3/46
MOPPETT Thornes 14/3/47
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HOW THE SYDNEY BUSH WALKERS BEGAN u‘\ *

Compilcd from the "Mlnutos" book of tho- Mountaln Trails Club -
by Mylcs J. Dlnphy- Septomber, 1948

For some yoars prlor to 1927 tho N.S. W. Tourist Burcau had directod ull
inquirics concorning walking tours to thc honorary sccrctary of the Mountain Trails
Club, with instructions to writc dircct to tho inquircrs. An inquiror might

- phraso his or her roquest in e fow lincs but the worthy sccretary, having the
intercsts of the rocreation at heart, could not frame his informative answor in
similar bricf torms; oftcn an adequate reply required four closely-written pages
and a sketch map, porhaps more. Somotimcs noither acknowledgmont nor thanks wero
recoived for offorts which used up a 1ot of precious timo, and could only have bcon
compilod by an oxporicncod walkor.

By 1926 this work had become & rather oncrous duty for onc person, but as tho
inquirice worc addrossed to the Club the metter wes discusscd by mombers, from
timo to time, in an attempt to discover how beost to handlec the snowballing situation
in 2 helpful and not discouraging manner. One good rosult which ecnsuocd wsg that
soric of the onquiring walkers wore invited to M.T.C. moetings to take part in
" discussions; a fow worc invited to bocomc members and did sc. A fair proporticn
of thc onquirios woro from women walkers; none of these was invitod to the c¢lub
but thoir nccds wore just as importent as those of the men.

Amongst thosc who attended M. T.C. moet.lngs were Lezarus Pura (eloctod 5/3/1926) -
Oscer Blanc, C. Witham, -« Pogsone — Cullinanec, E.Barry, HeWcoks, F. Rice. (clected
16/3/28), Bort Reos, Jeck Willoughby, T.Fuller, W.Williems, E.Pawley, -Withey, -
-Bailcy, William Livingstonc (olocted 16/3/28), Alf Gellagher (electcd 16/3/28),
W.Macqucon, Jack Dobort, O.W Jones, Vic.Thorsen, —Taylor, and Ae Graye

"In tho meantime certein corrospondenco hnd appoared in “The Sun" nowapapor
rolativo to thoe mattoer, as follows 1~

(1) WALKING TRIPS '("ThO Sun", 2/8/27) -

WALKING TRIPS
M. J Dedert to walking enthumaasts:

1 should like to see In Svdney a
*Fiker's” Ciud, where “hikers” could
meet and discuss routes. ploces ot (n-

terest &c., and so fili & long-felt want

for those who go on walking tripa

Many walkers. ne doubt gprefer to go

with thelr own friends, or even alone.

rather than be hotherad with organis-

ing trips: hut their intorination woald

hé valuable to orhers. &nd s0. 1 would

suggest 1 free and vy meoling-place

fer ail those who “hit the tratl” Or-

ganized trips coutld be arranged for g S
those who winhed. und. o doubt. the LA
arlremg would Le .ane of mutual hene- :

fit The cjub should. naturally, "be :
onen to lady members for one Soes .
as msny of the falr sex on lae trail

as men, .

e g eSSt e


































































