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- EDITORIAL.

Tﬁenty.One Years bf‘Good Fellowship -~ +

 On Page 1 of our Minute Book it is recorded that on Friday, October 21st,
1927, some members of the Mountain Trails Club "constituted themselves an extra
and separate walking body, with a membership of ten; droew up a draft constitution
- and conditions for future discussion by lator members,:and advertised the next

mecting for Friday, Novembcr llth. At the first mocting (Octobor 21st), after a
few routino proliminarios, it is rocordod that "tho mcoting immcdiatoly drafted
“tho Objocts and Constitution as follows :- E

To emalgamato thosc who esteem walking as a means bf recreation.

To form an institution of mutual aid in regard to routes and ways and
means of appreciating the Great Outdoors.

To establish a definite regard for the welfare and preservation of the
wild 1ife and natural beauty of. this country. '

To help others to apbreciate these natural gifts."

Exeept for the addition of one more objoct ~ "To promote social activitios
amongst membors" -~ ‘those objccts havo stood. The draft. constitution, however,
is but a faint roflection of tho precsent legal and grammatical mastorpicco.
Reading on through tho minutes onc is imprcesod by the caroful and ordorly
progrcss mado in tho formation of the Club. The oarly mombors wore enthusiastic,
critical, and thorough, consoquontly thoir work has lastod. '

_ ‘It waé a remarkable association they created. In the year 1927 comfort was
at its peak. Fllms, radios, automobiles, cheap liquor and tobacco, and verious
proprietary  drugs ehsured that the joys of 1life could be absorbed in a sedentary
position. Most people could buy. or rent a house to shelter them from the weather.
. But the Bush Walkers chose to spend all the time they could exorting thomselves
mightily in tho roughest of bush country, carrying large packs up great mountains,
gotting cold end wot, scratchod and sunburnt, braving snskos, spiders, ants and
the othor horrors of the“city dwellor. Moroover thoy showad little reaspect for
tho conventions of the days whon mixcd walking partiocs woro a novelty, and shorts
uncommon. Walkers thén woroe much moro conspicuous than thoy aro today, and, such
is human naturc that thoy .could casily havo boen given g bad namo. -They roelised
" too that pcople roaming the countrysido incur tho suspicion of farmeors and _
grazicrs whoso propcrtios arc ofton damngod by campors. And, most important of
all, they had a causo - the consorvation of the bushlanda. - which could .
prospcr only if thelr rcputation was good. They wore therofore very caroful to
croate a good impression, and to' admit only thoso who would uphold thoso idoals.

There was & ploneering spirit in the enrly days of the Club. Walking wes
comparatively new, much of the walking country was little known and urmapped.
Members were united in the zeal of innovation and ceme to khow each other
intimetely. Nowadays this spirit is weaker. Walking is easicr hecauso ways are
known and tracks arc worn. Wo ar¢é still lookod on as a bit odd, but rmost pcople
have bocome used to socing us with packs, shorts and hobnailed poptss Tho Club
is largor, and it is impossibloc to bo closc fricnds with so meny mdmbors.

But onc grecat idoal of the founders stands. In tho looso aggrogation of
" poople thet constituto a big city thorc has boon formed a small cormunity of
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happy and healthy people with a strong common interest. Sociologists, govern-
-ments, youth movements and all sorts of well-meaning bodies try to do just that -
to bring people together in community lifec. They seldom succeed because the
common interest can't be manufactured.  The hardships and pleasurcs wo experience
togothor mako for roal friondship. Monoy cannot buy, nor cannod ontertainmont
roplaco, this procious thing. : ' : R ,

: .. The Qldrmémﬁérs'ﬁavo haﬂded on;a_wbhdorful organisation and tradition. The
© 8pirit thoy kindlod, liko the flickering glow of the camp firo, warms and unitos
us. But tho Club is thc pcoplo now active within it. .Thoy can makoe of it what

thoy will.' Its futurc doponds on the coro of mombers, both now and old, who -
work unsclfishly for its wolfarec. B ST =

AT OUR HALF-YEARLY GENERAL MEETING .

. Invthc absqngo of the Prosident and Vico~Prosidont Mr. ROIOy Cbttcr:was
oloctod to tho chair. About 45 mombors wore prosent . R

Threo now members - .. Gil Wobb, John Thorpe and Ikvid Roots - " wore wolcomod.

., In corrospondonce was a' lottcr dated August 26th from the Fedoration .-
Scérotary,who statod that at tho'July meeting tho S,B.We motion on-tho opening of
a fund for the purchaso of tho Narrow Nocks lands had boen deforrcd till tho
August mootinge. At the August mecting ."it was movod that matter bo agein-doforred
until furthor information was availablo. Tho Presidomt was loth to aceopt this
motion and by way of rosolving thc mattor it was movod by the writer 'That tho
schome to acquire the Narrow Necks lands is impracticablo at present's. Tho motion
wes duly seconded and carricd with only your delogatos.dissonting”. :

- "It should not be thought that the ardort and visionary proposals of cortein
_ of your mombors are th>ught to.bo unworthy:of support” tho lotter continued, "bit
“eeenes 1t might roasonably bo arguod that ...... it is unlikely that any porson
~ othor than walkers could wish to acquiro -this land «se..s Membors of your Club,’

in thoir zoal and wisdom havo, it is understood, launchod tecrtativo engquiry imto
purchase prico, possibility of salc otc., thus, no doubt, giving to an owncr - ~
-who can rcasonably bo supposod 4o havo had no prospoct of saloc - hopo and interest,
which might otherwiso nover havo arisen. Tho possibility could quitec casily have
occurrod whore tho owner, in tho absence of any salc offers,. would havo been
ploasod to givo his land to the proposod National Park. There is also tho -
poselbility that «ei..e tho civic authoritios might intercst themsolves in dovelop-
ing the aroa with roads, lookouts and concrote.” Tho lottor then roferrod to '
the "bitter strugglo to scll bushwalkers thoir om magazine, pricod at only 1/6d.,"
and tho difficulty of raising a sum cxcceding £400. , :

Mylbs'Ihnphy roported that ho had recontly attonded a-conforenco with tho
City of Bluo Mountains Council on tho subjoct of tho Narrow Nock lands and tho -
Groater Blue Mountains Netional Parks - Tho Council, he said, was conccrncd ebout
tho ownorship of tho. Narrow Neck lands, and, in reply to. its reprcscntations to
tho Dopertmont of Lands, had recoived advice that the Dopartmont was proparod to
- furnish 50% gf thoe purchaso.prico of those lands if tho Courcil would advameo the
remeining 50%. o . S ‘ S
: !
Bushwalker representatives found the Council quite sympathétic, interested.
and in accord with many features of the Grecter Blue Meuntains Netional Park.



- schome. Tho Council controls the arca from Bell to Emu Plains, and from tho
groat bond of tho Cox to Bell's 1ino of roade Bushwalkor roprosentatives pointod
out that thoir intorost was in the primitivo aroas, not tho "improved" parks in
‘tho built-up aroas of tho Council om0, end suggostod that if tho National Park
woro sot asido tho trustcos ghould includo bushwalkors and naturalists,.

Mylos Dunphy also roportod that timbor had boon romoved from tho Bluo Leby-
rinth. On a motion moved by Mario Bylos it was rosolvod to ascortain from
Mre Whaito tho area from which ti=ber wes boing romoved, and to inquiro from tho
Socrotary for Lands (a) whothor pormission had boon given for its roroval; and
(b) w hat was being dono with rogard to tho Groator Bluo Mountains National Park.
It gcs docidod to writo to tho City of Blue Moumntains Council onquiring whothor
it dofinitely proposod to rosuro tho privatc lands on Narrow Nock and offoring
tho Club's assistanco in the projoct.

A roport on thc proposal to buy a new projector was rceoived from Ira Butlor.
There woro only about throo mekos avaeilablo for loss than £50 and thoso wero not
suitablo for Club noods. Tho choapoat (about £17) did not cast o bright onough
imago for Club displays end in anothor typo tho carrior was not convonient for
cardboard slides. Moro sultablo machirics would probably bo availablo in this
pricc rango later. Tho Troasuror sdvisod putting a 1init of £30 on oxpenditure ‘
unloss somothing really out standing woro obtainablo, in which caso wo-might go to
£50. After somo discussion it was resolved to ask tho Photographie Soction to :
consider tho modification of the prosont projector, by purchase of, say, a lons
of & inchos focal longth, plus a convorsion slidc carricr. A

. Noxt business was tho cloction of office boarors. Roley Cottor was oloctod
Vice~Prosidont and lauric Raynor Fodoration dologato. Doroon Harris voluntoored
as substituto Fedoration Dblogate. ‘ ‘ '

Mr. Hardio's constitutional amondmont was lost.

The mooting closod at 9420 perm.

SOCIAL NOTES FOR OCTOEER. S i

. On 15th October there will be the greatest social event in the history of
the Club. Yes, it's the 21st Birthday Party at the Dungowan!  Already excitement
is tense, and I can promise you a really wonderful night, full of fun and surprises.
The celobrations wiil bo cortinued in the bush over the wook-=ond, and for this
function many people are working hard to give us somothing to be remembored.

On 29th October, Mr. A. Stono will ontortain us with some ovorsoas filns,
including somo which aro bound to ‘delight snow rovellors. : :

Edna Strotton, Social Secrotary.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SECTION. - RE

NOTE PARTICULARLY. On tho 28th Octobor (at 3 Bond Stroot, at 8 pen.’)
Mr. Ae.Re Eado.will give a loeturs ontitled "Aftorwork on Prints". W shall be
- pleasod to seo all the urinl fzees and sny othcer member of tho Club who would care

to attond.




PARADISE AT PAGES!'. -
By Kath McKay: - .

Adam and Eve may have lived'in a flat countryside, but Paradiée, by-cOmmon
consent and long tradition, has always been situated upstairs.

So‘up the stairway to heavén we went, on a peffebt ﬁidgwinter's day, leaving
the blue sea bohind us and journeying through rich faxmlands to the battloments
above - journcying, bo it undorastoody not liko the saints of old who

"elimbed the stoep ascemt of hoavon through poril
toil and pain" - o

nor oven like tho gontleman who prayed (to quoto him elmost' verbatim)
"o Gdd-to‘ué may graco bo given to follow in the train'.

Ah no, our transport .was othorwisc. Potcr, as all men know, is Kcoper of -
the Gato, but in this Paradisc was no cummdgeon of a Potor, pcering through the -
grill and demanding a ccrtificato of fitnoss before admission. gRatHQr liko an
Se.B.W. committoo.) Keys. he msy have had, but I fancy they pertained to his fiery
chariot, called by common folk a jeep. In this he swept through the gate and
down the mountainside to one. of the villages of the .plain,:gathered up his pil-
grimssbag and baggage and wafted them to the heavenly hoights with no cxertion on
their part whatsocver. L i : ’ o

A wondorful Potor this, for though his halo was not visiblo, a Ray of sunshinoc

" ‘always hovercd about him, and often as he walked rod-gold lightning darted to his
gido - lightning with four legs, a bushy'tail and an onchanting smile. In
short 'twas Brillig, or, as some would say, 'a dog. o )

- As wo explorcd the cclostial territory, unworthy. doubts crept into our mind,
for on tho grassy slopc, bless my soul, was a goat, munching rapidly and tiro-
lossly; eand beyond him a littlo gho-goat doing the seme. They -pausdd only to |
look et us and cry: "Ke—a=th!" in quavering tonos, and thon rosumod their cating.
Could this bo hcaven? Surcly hcavon was rosorvod for shocp. Goats traditionally -
went clscwhore. T

Again whon wo roached the holy spot whore Poter dwelt,. and saw Pinocchio,
black, whito and handsome, reclining at his caso beforo e blazing fire, frosh
misgivings arosec. The boon companion of Be2lzobub, hore? And did not Virginia
Woolf quoto tho unimpoachablo. tostimony of a bishop that-cots do not go to hcavon?
Ah woll, this must be a puror other, = divinor air, whore. cven goats and cats and "’

wero wolcomo . ' ‘ ’ _ . ' ‘

So we sottlod down to cnjoy oursclves, houscd sumptuously in an army tent
#ith boarded sides, armchairs, tablos, beds, blankcts galore,:. keroscno heater,
primus, Aladdin lamp = in fact, all mod. cons. Herc we lay snug o' nights,
hoarkoning to thec little brook agurgling benoath the blackborry thicket, whonco
it omerged to run over some 3pouting,'in£o a pool spccially designod for casc in
filling buckcts. Horo. too wo lay sluggardly o morns, hearing the clecar rcsonant
call of lyro birds and currawongs, thc jollification of jackasscs - oy if you
prefer it, the cachinnation of kookaburras. And when at least wo summonod courage
to poke our nose over tho ncat half-door, thoro was the sun sparkling on tho
frosty grass, decopening tho blue folds of the hills and making a shining mirror of

tho distant lako.
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Tender converse, like as not, floated up from the lane as Ray shepherded
her precious goats to their day-nursery; and Bess, Brillig's plain little black
wife, ran over to bid us good morning, humbly and ingratiatingly after the manner
of her kind., For she was but & village bitch, brought home by Brillig in the
largeness of his heart to bear him a son end a daughter; which she did, modestly
enough, in a rabbit burrow. ' '

. There woere days of calm sunshine and nights when tho wind roared like strong
surf ovor tho cliff tops above. Thero woro walks along the upland pasturos with
thoir dcep grass and brakes of 1illipilli trees, laden with berries coriso and
plum colourcd, mauve and white. Thoro was tho unforgottable picture of Poter,
his army boots and khaki clothing giving tho sceno a parado ground flavour, as ho
strode towards tho henhouse in the late aftornoon, crying: "Como along girlsl"
to tho squad of black and tan hens morching obediontly in his weke. Thoro was the
goat houss to be visited -~ a stout 1littlo two~-roomed dwelling sot in a socludod
spot above tho orchard cnclosuro. Here Buttcrcup had her apartment and Ben had
his, fcstooned with fresh branches of 11111p 11i to prov1do a snask whdn thoy
waked hungry in thc dawn. - i

Then, carefully excluding the goats, there was the' orchard itself to be
inspected, a goodly stretch of hillside won inch by inch from the bracken by
Ray's untiring hands. Infant trees gave promise of flower and fruit in years to
come; and past tho fence ran the Ben Ricketts Highway, constructed at cnormous
oxpense of toil and sweat, giving aceess by joop to tho orchard and to tho potato
field tucked, as it werc, in .a tail pockot of ‘the hills.

And in. the most shcltored grove of all was the sccrot garden, with its low
mossy wall built by hands unknown =~ such z2-placo as a lone child might have had
‘for a playground, or a harassed woman as a retroat from the humdrum chores of the
farm. Here forns and crcopcrs made a'groon twilight, and in tho rich loaf mould
Ray had sot rows of bulbs, whore already the daffodil 'hailed far summer with his

lifted spoar’.

An onchanted places "but after all, was not this Paradiso?

""FIRE OR WATER": - In its title Miss Joscolyn HOndorson's booklet posos a
straight altornativo. Causoc No.l of fircs is described aes "stock owners who wish
to provido a fresh groon ple for their stock, or who wish to move their stock
easily through forcst country". Burning of the "scrut’ is an old pastoral practice
of which most city pooplo scom quito ignorant. The rceults of this practico on
our catchment arcas, and on thc Bouthern Alps in particular, arc doscribed and
illustrated sclontifically and accurately in this booklot. It appoars to be
written to convinco the pcople who havo the authority to teke action to stop the
dostruction, and o grecat deal of the toxt is composed of qLotatlona from tho find-
ings of oxpcrts. As such it loscs a little of its intorcst for the gonoral
roader, but gains in authonticity. Thc arguments apply with cquel forco to any
catchment, including, of course, thc Warragamba catchment, which includos a groat
part of the proposcd Groatcer Bluo Mountains National Park. 4 booklet like this
docs moro good than ycars of talking smongst oursolvos. B .

.

-

_Thorc is a magazinc missing from tho library filos. It is Noel49 - Jamuary
1947. Our librarian, Jessio Martin, would bo ploasod if anyono could supply a
copy of this mumbor.




WKY OUT IN THE BLUE, BLUE BLU?

By "Dazed and Amazed“

You will all have read in the August issue of the trip across the'Blue
Labyrinth from Bimlow to Glenbrook by Jim Brown, Phil Hall and Ken Meadows. As
you are‘also aware the walk was later programmed and took place on 17-19th Sept—
ember. . : . _

' Friday 17th September was a w1ndy ghogery day in the City and earned 1ntend1ng

" membérs of the party "you'll be sorry" looks from their workmates and others. It

. was a bit of 'a scramble to get through the Fridey shoppers, who secmed to be all
going in the opposite dircetion, in timo to cateh the 5.21 -p.me. Camdon train.

Upon assomhly at Camdon thore worc six - preparcd to do -~ or elsel. Jim Brown,

Roy Brgithwaito, Tom Kemny-Royal, Ray Mboro, Don Read and your chronicler (who,

inciddntly, does not write undor the pon-name of "Moorschaum"). We had taken the

procaution to warn fond fricnds and relatives not to cnlist thc assistancoe of Scarch

and Rescue if wo woro a day or so ovcrduo. .

o Hhen wo rcachod Bimlow thc clouda wero clearlng fast and the valloy was
‘bathod in moonlight. Evurythlng smelt fresh and clcan aftor the rain. - This
.. beautiful valley should be visitod more froquently beforo it is fllooded by the
" rising wators of Whrragamba Dam. , , ‘

. - A brisk walk of about four miles brought us to a comfo rtable camp sito under
tho casuarinas on the Cox. Aftor a light mipper, far tastior than tho "Mbntcroy"
Friday night strugglo, we hit tho hey at 11.30 pem.

. Wo forded tho Cox immediately. after our atart at 8415 aem. on Saturday and
proceeded downstream to Gogongolly Gully, where a timber track took us fairly well
up the hillside until the narrowest part of the creck was reached. A narrow rock
hole and a couple of pools had to be negotiated hereabouts, then the going gradually
improvoed as the creck bod widonod, and soon aftor 11 aeme we rcached the 1id of a
tin nailod on to a trece trunk by Kon Meadows to donoto tho turn off. Lunch wae
vory welcome in this ferny grove. -

. Soori aftcr 12.30 p.m. wo commencod tho 1,000' asconte _The g01ng was stoocp,
“but no ‘hand over hand climbing. From tho t0p, ‘the gcnoral dircction was North and
North Wost along fairly open ridges to Euroka Trig. A high mountain out Kanangra
way was prominent, aleo the Main Range near Hamptone Mr. Harris and Waratah Trig,
on King's Tablolend, stood out amongst the ridges to thec Wcoiat, and "The Carrington”
chimnoy at Katoomba was or the north-wostorn gkyline about 15 milos away. A fow
waratahs in full bloom grew close to the Trlg. Looking down, Erskine Crock was
about 1,200 bolow with soveral ridgos. rnning into it, but all endlng w1th an
‘almost ahoor drop of about 300! at the . bottom. _ _

_ About 4 pems wo' began to descend a good rldgo into the Creck until about 300'
abave tha wators Roy Braithwaito scrambled ovor the drop, but in loworing his
pack over one of the subsOquont drops, ran out of string and thc pack started to
roll -~ only ono ogg for toa after that! The rest of us sidled around to the
right and slid down amongst lawyer vines and Kenncdyas to arrive all 1n ‘oné "picco
and to bo greoted by Roy with a cup of tea. How we loved that teall  Wo campod
on a small sandy patch and bathcd in a long cloar pool.

‘Wo were away again at 8.15 Bems ON ‘Sunday. Tho opposito bark of Erskine
- Crook lookod formidablo, but a study of tho leerpool Mllitary shoet showed, right
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against the western border, a premising ridge, going north, about 134 miles down-
gtream. We decided to go and have a look. Erskine Creek is a lovely stream -
pools and rapids like the Grose =~ and running strongly in spite of a dry winter.
There wero some fine trees in the creek -~ becausc it is too rough for timber S
gotters to come in and dostroy. It was mile an hour country, and, oven so, we '
noarly missed the crcok which marked the begimming of our ridgo. Wo still had to

go a fow hundrod yards downstream where tho stoep cliffs gave place to scrubby
hillside. Up wo went without any trouble until the very top, whore a 15! climb

we 8 nocessary to surmount a rock faco. :

Next we wont north along thoe ridges. An unusual feature horo was the thickly
wooded and groon aspoct of many of the ridges « vory little rock showing through.
Apparcntly too far .out and too rough to bo mcked about by timbormen. Thore wore
lovoly clumps of wildflowers in parts, particularly Boronia Pimnata and Stylidium
(Trigger Plant). Caroful compass reading was rcquircd horo to avoid being side-
tracked into ono of the surrounding gullies. The docp gash that is Erskine Crock
was most imprcssive in tho midet of the comparetively flat-tepped hills. :

Aftor this we went Northeocast and tho burnt trccs arcund The Whool showed up
on the skylinc. Leucopogons (Whitobeards) and ncath-liko whito flowers bloomed
cn massc, but they worc prickly on the legs. Wo had lunch et 2.30 peme at. The
Whool - the first wator since leaving Erskino. Crook. : T

On wo went agein at 3.40 pem., travolling cast to The Oaks, whore a ehort
rost was wolcomo. Wo bogan the final 5 milos to Glenbrook at 5.20 peme = no
nood to bustlc as theroc was no train until 8 pem. Pultenoas and Davicsias mde
a brave show of orango in the gathering dusk and Gompholobium (Golden Pea Bush)
was plontiful., We worc all glad to rcach Glenbrook by 7.20 peme and froshen up

before train time.

Tough country to bo astray in, this arca, but good for winter walking. In. » -
summor it is vory hot and best avoided. - - : :

GOSSIP.

PATH FINDING BY ALARM CLOCK: Roaders will be intrigucd to learn that a new method
of dircction finding has bcen evolvod by thrco ladics; including two mombors of
this Club. At least it is known that thoy dopartod on tho first log of an extended
trip (involving somo hitching) without maps, but fumishod with an alarm clock.

No doubt our Presidential navigator will boe oagor to know if tho now tochnique

rings the boll. '

ADDENDUM: It was rccorded in Scptomber's gossip column that Eric Rowen arrived

" at Killcare on an official trip sans torch, sans stoak, sons Barden, and rcsolutely
staycd put until thoso cssontials appoarcd on the following launch. Further
invostigations roveal that Eric, in dotailing his two doputy loadors, instructed |
them to cnsurc that prospoctives moved 10 yards off tho trail, and that the two 5
deputics, with onc other member end one prospcctive, speddily fell into the rear

and lost contact. A littlo later the prospcctive lcading tho "official party"
roported spidor webs across tho path. Undoterrod, the doputics p¥dssed on, until
cmerging noar a cliff edge, they noted a grasping hand appoar over the ;lcdge,

.clutch desperately at a sapling. Approaching, the two acting lesders, togothor

with onc momber and one prospcctivo, watchced with kindly intcrest and offcrod
cncouraging words ns tho remaindor of tho party scalod thc cliffs from tho water's
odgo. It will be seen that the deputios, with commondable zeal, carriocd out their
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captain'é instructions. If the distance at times oxcooded 10 yerds, this must

‘bo attributed to the ardowr of tho prospcctivo membors concerncd rather than any

doreliction of duty bty the doputy lcaders.

One of the drawbacks in borrowing a slecoping bag was discovered rocenmtly
by a prospectivo (femalo varisty).. People do havo momory lapscs but isn't it
-ombarrassing to ask for tho rcturn of portion of ono's undergear aftor the bag

has been returncd to the ownor ?

Kavin Ardill issucs this warning to all men: tf at any time you are

unfortunate onough to tont with two prospoctives namod -~ 8o holp mec, I'm a cad -

Molly and Pat, the following routinc is suggestode First untic knots in sleoping

socks and pyjamase. Socond, romovo rocks from under growmdshoct.

good turn and bounco rocks on the skulls of the aforementioned pro

Third, do mo o
spectives.

A now protender to the custard.crowm has appearcd, this time - just imaginc
:.it! =~ o woman no lces! And, what's moro, ono of tho prospective mombers had
tho tomerity to complain of the difficulty of finding the custard. among the lumps
of the King's custard.” Claude Hayres has suggested a straight out challenge and

_has offored his scrvicos as tastor.

Rumour has it that several merbers are practicing diligently so they mmyy
-acquit themselves with honowr amongst the food, and drink, at the forthcoming
_ 21st Birthday Party.. . 4 recent week-end house party at Stanwell Park, arranged
~purely for practice purposes, was a great success. A good "Orgury" for the partyt

CANNY: Early last month the Walks Socrotary took a wook's holiday. Ono would
imagine that this great organiser, at thosc whim so many partios venture forth on
groat oxpeditions, would plunge resalutoly into uncharted mountain wastos. But
no, ho chose "Mountain View" guest houso, Burragorang Valloy, where he could
rocline in comfort, while meditating upon the cxertions and suf forings of tho

meny S.B.W. parties carrying out the programme he had plammod.

LOOK BEFQRE YOU LEAP - ERIC!

It lay on tho ground all shiny end clean
~Tho 1iko of thie object had mover boon seen.
Across floadod rivers and ridgos miles high
s, ‘It had struggled and battled with meny a sigh.
Tender hands have cnclosed it, wo've shouted with gloo
When thc old bloke produced it and made pints of tea.

It lay on tho ground all shiny and cloen
This object of onvy (the infusor, I mecan).
- The old bloke was packing, with cunning galoro
When rabbits chocked out, ho is well to the fore.
Tho rost of tho story is sad to rolate
- 'Cause it doamn't bring crodit to Eric - his mate.

L3P i, v



This Hrie's a big bleks, o loapt in tho aiw

His cyos must bo dazzled, he landod = aross whero?
It lay on the ground, all shiny and cloan.

Bt it wasn't tho shapo that it ought to havo-boon.
8o whon you sco old bloko, don't seok cups of tea _ ,
With tact and no malico say "Have onc on mo". . ]

Glenbrook Crcck Shot: - Ken Moadows on a rock, surrounded by a bevy of beauty,
teking a photograph « of a lizard. . ' .

X -

THE BUSHMAN 'S HANDBOOK.

Mrs HoAes Lindsay's purpose in compiling "THE BUSHMAN'S HANDBOOK" is "to =~
guide those who wish to gain that knowledge of the bush and its ways that should
be the birthright of every Australian", "The fundementals of bushcraft" s he
says, "€hould be taught in the schools". It should be "part of adult education
schemos”, It should "form the basis of Girl Guide end Boy Scout Training". But
it camot be taught by talking - "you have got to g into the bush to.learn
its ways, with very little talking but a great deal of demonstration snd - -

practical work". ‘ , S

LXK

Many of tho methods he describes aro harmloss enough, but others involve -
tho cutting of troos and the snaring of animals. And theso aro the. most vital :
parts of the instruction since one could not survive without water, and native '
vogetable foods aré wholly inadequato. If all the people that Mr. Lindsay seeks
to instruct follow his advico there must bo a large scale destruction of plants.

and animals.

-
E

It is a relief, thorefore, to find that most of those bodies ho socks %o
convort have not rospondeds But, hs says “Therc is ono opening: in Australia
thore is a large and over~-growing body of men and womon who are dofinitely -
interested in this type of study. Thoy are tho members of our bushwalking clubas
Bydnoy has thousands of them on the rolls of the Foderation.se.." But why should.
thoy bo interosted? If N,S.W. bushwalkers went into the groat open spaces of i
the inlend and far north the knowledge might save lives. The fact is, hewovor, - - %
that theso aroa are too hot, flat, dry and uninteresting for walking, which is - {
dons in the south-eastern coast and: ranges. In this region thore gre very few
places which are more than a day's walk from settlemert, or a few hours from ;
water. In fact, we cannot recall one instamnce of a walker's life being onjengered |
by lack of food or water (oxcept porheps tho time whon Max Gentlo was “perilously
short of food" onTiwilla Buttresag.i A good knowlodge of map-reading and first
aid can bo acquired in much less time than a practical working knowledge of
"busheraft". Evon for the busheraft expert it would be much safer, and only fair
to the searchers, to go straight to the nearest settlament, rather than wait
around scratching out grubs or hoping for an animal to walk into the snare.

W oan
i

There are some people for whom such knowledge is important -~ those whose
occupation takes them far from the net~work of civilisation, and a few other:
edventurous spirits. But for the ordinary persons or even the bushwalker, the
-usefulness of such knowledgo would bo far outwoighed by tho damage caused during
its acquisition. o o

ORI

. : . . : LSEANL v

- To thoso who read Mre. Lindsay's oxhortations to obsorve tho bughwalker's
code - not to dostroy ncodlessly or wantonly kill harmless croaturos - +this
mey soom a hard conclusion. It is, particularly in view of his onergetic
consorvation work in other diréctions. But tho logic is inescapable. Dsstruc-.
tion of trcos and animals is not conscrvation.
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PARTY ARRANGEMENTS AND TRAINS TO MACQUARIE FIELDS

Those orgenising parties for October 15th are requested to phone or writo
to Arthur Gilroy (43 Duglas Heig St., Oatley - phone M4407, oxtonsmion 521 - bus-
inocss. numbcr) not lator than 12th October. Arthur will arrange tabics and adviso

re drinks.

Trains lcavo Central on Saturday at 5.42, 6.40, 8.27, 8.54, 10.30, 11.30,
12.20, 12.44, 1,29, 3,30, 4,30, 5.0; and 6.0. On Sunday morning thoy leave at
8.25, 9.30 and 1iC. 8. Trains for Synoy on Sunday aftcrnoon loivo M cquario Fiolds
et 2.28, 3.33,.4.33, 5, 5, 5433 and 6.)2 .

In overy issuc lately thoro has' bocn a report of somcono getting hurt. This
timc Donnis Gittoos was the unlucky onec - and how unlucky! He was scatcd on a
tarpaulin which coverod.a lorrsy lcad of packs and skis; on his way £ from thce Hotol
Kosciusko to Smiggin's Holes, whorc ho was to join the S.B.W. party bound for Bett's
Camp. The wind caught tho tarpaulin, a pack rolled, and Iennis foll off with
the peck and tho tarpaulin. Ho foll on his back ond was taken to Cooma Hospital
for en X-ray. This revoanled that two vortobrac had boon displaccd, so his back -
~ and front - had to be sot in plaster. Howover this didn't provent him from walk-
- ing around, and a couple of wooks latcr he camo home to: Sydnoy in o railway sloopor.
Hoe was in the Club e couplc of wacks ago and lcoked very woll, thoush somewhat
; unbondlng. In no timo he was working for.tho magazino.

Qur vcry best wiahos to Gwon Roots, who hes announced h@r engagemant to
Sam Myers.

NN NI A I A BRI S T

N %o are pleased to report that Poggy Branadon is walking quite normaily again

~

- pfter hor accident at Bank Hollday wock—-end, tkoagh ‘it - will a little whilo
bofore sho can do any hard walks. _

: #FHAT 2AS PADDY GOT?

To Topographical Tigers. Mellong: 1" - 1 Mils Military shoot now aveilablo.
Thls map sbons 1 hOnaO» 1 road end a heck of & lot of wild country-

" 0.8, Armeronchos. Pad4y has scuurod a supp’v of extra 11ghtwo"~h+ onos. Thoy aro
& guoC capc. Thoy buiion up into o good wetorproof siceping bag or two of th '
clip together to make en A torh whish would snoltor 4 porsonse '

Scrow top iaré. Plastic 8 oz. jars 2/6 oach.

Phono . : : PADDY PALLIN, .
BX 3595 ' o :

' CAMP GEAR FOR WALKERS.
327 GEORGE STREET,

SYINEY.
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"_I:".*.'E??TY-.FIRST ANNIVERSARY SU.'PPLEMENT-_

A MESSAGE FROM THE FRESITENT

This month wo colebrate tho twonty-first anniversary of the foundation of
the Club, which took placc at a mocting on 21st October, 1927,

Until thon thero was no mixod recreational- walking club in Sydnoy. When the
few onthusizsts of thosc days wont walking tho genoral public stared and aven
laughod at them. To-day thero arc over twonty clubs and shorts and packs pass

almost unnoticod on thc strocts. I fool that our Club can justly claim to have
had a large share in bringing about this big increcaso in bushwalking es a
rocroation.

- In the twenty-one ycars of our existence our membership hes incroased from
43 to ncariy 300, But our influence has not boen due so much to our numbers
as to the strength of our walking activitics, which has been a featurc sinec the
boginning, and to our cfferts to presorve the bush. Our Wolks programme now
lists thrce walks practically cvery weck-cnd, and th ro are mony additional
walks arranged by groups of mombers.

I feel furthor that the outstanding succoss of the Club as a club is duo
to tho finc spirit devoloped emongst membors during their welks. Right from tho
boginning members have takon a wido, rather than a narrow intercst in the bush.
Thoy have not toen content just to travol through the bush and look at it, but
have had & real love of it, have come to know it in all its moods, have helped
othors to approciate it, and have worked to preserve it. - In other words we have
not only onjoycd to tho full our bushlands, but have thought of othors and tho
futurc instoad of merely sclfishly and shortsizhtodly thinking of ourselves and -
tho presont. - ) : ‘ - ~

Looking back I think that we can cclebrate our Club's twenty-first birthday
with pride and can lock forward to many yoars of bushwalking. Whilo we carry
out our objects to tho full so will the Sydney Bush.Walkers rcmain strong.

TOM MOPPETT -

FOUNDATION MEMBZRS OF THE OLUB.

Theso includo thoso who attonded the moetings of.2lst Octobor, 1927
. or tho 11th Novomber, 1927. g co

Those who ettonded tho mocting of 21st October, 1927 were

L.Roy IDnvics - John Gillespic - .

Mourice Berry i Harold G. Pcotficld..

Albert Crandon Mvlcs J« Dinphy o
Alan P. Rigby ' ' o M,

W. John Cockerill ,
Eric A. Dickson : - ‘ !

At the meeting of 21st Qetober Roy D. Rudder, Lazarus Pura and Frederick

MeKenzie, though not present, were deemed qualified members as from this date
becauso they had written in andwer to the notico of meeting.

e e b e et
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Thosc who aro included by rcason,of their attondance at the' first public
- mocting on Novembor 1ith, 1927 were i

Horbert R. Gallop '~ Gwon Adams (Chowmo) . Q. Bzkor Boldberg
Frederick Rico "Jean Austen Ge S. kitchell
Jemos M. Pawlcy L.B. Loxdalc (Miss) F. G. Portlons
Walter Macquecon M. Loxdalo (Miss) Lyle Brown
Waltcr Tarr” : Lilian Smoaton ' "~ Arthur M. Cook
Alfrod Gallagher Dorcon 8moaton Arthur H.dsdon
William Livingstonc HeMo Shorrard. Alan King

Cherles Kilpatrick Winifrod Lowis (Chardon) J. {(Dan) Taton:
Erncst E. Auston ' Roger Murphy : J«.V. Turncr
Goorge Banks Ken Matthows Gordon Smith

In tho opinion of Myles Dunphy, who was Acting-Sceretary then, Jack Deport
should-bo rogarded as a foundotion momber becauso, although he was not presont at:
eithor of these mootings he had attonded tho two provicus Mountain Trails Club
moctings and kncw what was afoot, but wes absent on busincss at Orango or
Bathurst, : o

Including Jack Dobert tho numbor of foundation mombors was 43,

LIST OF PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES OF THE SYDNEY BUSH WALKERS

Until tho mocting of 10th.February, 1928 a Chairman was clocted for cach
- mooting. Chairmen up till that date were Alan Rigby (21/10/27), Eric Dickson
(11/11/27), Roy Ruddor (9/12/27) and Frank Duncan (13/1/28). Jack Debert was
ocloctcd Chairman and later on President at the meeting of 10/2/28. Tho full
list of Precsidonts and Scerotaries is as followsi—

PRESIIENT - o SECRETARY

DEBER? Jack 10/2/28 ~ 13/9/29 = DUNPHY Myles 21/10/27 -~ 11/11/27
DUNCAN Frank 15;9/29 - 13/3/31 KILPATRICK Charles 11,11/27 =~ 14/9/28
CHARION Harold 13/3/31 - - 8/4/32 CHARION  Harold  14/9/28 - 2/11/28
RITSON Clifford 8/4/32 - 9/3/34 KILPATRICK Charles 9/11/28 ~ 13/9/29

1 é DEBERT Jack 13/9/29 - 12/9/30
12;;;;5 XCHARION ~ Harold  12/9/30 = 10/10/30
10/3/39 . ROOTS Walter = 10/10/30 = 8/3/35
14/3/41 LAWRY Dorothy 8/3/35 = 12/3/37
13/3/42  CROKER Richard 12/3/37 -~ 10/3/39
10/5/44  MOPPETT - Thomas  10/3/39 - 6/9/40
9/3/45  MOFPITT  Joan 13/9/40 - 12/3/43
8/3/46 GALLIOTT. Hilma 12/3/43  ~ /444
s/3/47  IRUCE . Boverly M/4/bh - 13/4/L5
GALLIOTT Hilma 13/4/45 .- .
( x Acting Socrctary)

HERBERT Thomas 9/3/34
ROOTS Walter  13/3/36
BERRY  Maurice 10/7/36
CROKER Richard 10/3/39
COLLEY Alcx 4/3/41
LAWRY Dorothy 13/3/42
STEAD Invid 10/3/44
GARRAD Edna 9/3/45
ROSE Jeck 8/3/46
MOPPETT Thornes 14/3/47
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HOW THE SYDNEY BUSH WALKERS BEGAN u‘\ *

Compilcd from the "Mlnutos" book of tho- Mountaln Trails Club -
by Mylcs J. Dlnphy- Septomber, 1948

For some yoars prlor to 1927 tho N.S. W. Tourist Burcau had directod ull
inquirics concorning walking tours to thc honorary sccrctary of the Mountain Trails
Club, with instructions to writc dircct to tho inquircrs. An inquiror might

- phraso his or her roquest in e fow lincs but the worthy sccretary, having the
intercsts of the rocreation at heart, could not frame his informative answor in
similar bricf torms; oftcn an adequate reply required four closely-written pages
and a sketch map, porhaps more. Somotimcs noither acknowledgmont nor thanks wero
recoived for offorts which used up a 1ot of precious timo, and could only have bcon
compilod by an oxporicncod walkor.

By 1926 this work had become & rather oncrous duty for onc person, but as tho
inquirice worc addrossed to the Club the metter wes discusscd by mombers, from
timo to time, in an attempt to discover how beost to handlec the snowballing situation
in 2 helpful and not discouraging manner. One good rosult which ecnsuocd wsg that
soric of the onquiring walkers wore invited to M.T.C. moetings to take part in
" discussions; a fow worc invited to bocomc members and did sc. A fair proporticn
of thc onquirios woro from women walkers; none of these was invitod to the c¢lub
but thoir nccds wore just as importent as those of the men.

Amongst thosc who attended M. T.C. moet.lngs were Lezarus Pura (eloctod 5/3/1926) -
Oscer Blanc, C. Witham, -« Pogsone — Cullinanec, E.Barry, HeWcoks, F. Rice. (clected
16/3/28), Bort Reos, Jeck Willoughby, T.Fuller, W.Williems, E.Pawley, -Withey, -
-Bailcy, William Livingstonc (olocted 16/3/28), Alf Gellagher (electcd 16/3/28),
W.Macqucon, Jack Dobort, O.W Jones, Vic.Thorsen, —Taylor, and Ae Graye

"In tho meantime certein corrospondenco hnd appoared in “The Sun" nowapapor
rolativo to thoe mattoer, as follows 1~

(1) WALKING TRIPS '("ThO Sun", 2/8/27) -

WALKING TRIPS
M. J Dedert to walking enthumaasts:

1 should like to see In Svdney a
*Fiker's” Ciud, where “hikers” could
meet and discuss routes. ploces ot (n-

terest &c., and so fili & long-felt want

for those who go on walking tripa

Many walkers. ne doubt gprefer to go

with thelr own friends, or even alone.

rather than be hotherad with organis-

ing trips: hut their intorination woald

hé valuable to orhers. &nd s0. 1 would

suggest 1 free and vy meoling-place

fer ail those who “hit the tratl” Or-

ganized trips coutld be arranged for g S
those who winhed. und. o doubt. the LA
arlremg would Le .ane of mutual hene- :

fit The cjub should. naturally, "be :
onen to lady members for one Soes .
as msny of the falr sex on lae trail

as men, .

e g eSSt e
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(2) HIKING ("The Sun", 4/8/1927)

Miss Jess Scott writes t :
I and sevoral girl friends rcad with considerablc intercst the letier of Mre Je

Dobort edvocating the formation of a "Hiking" club. With thc approach of Spring
tho bcautics of the countrysido scom to 1ift thoir voices appoalingly to the
'hikor', calling him to view their ungdorned splendour. With some fricnds I
poripodically go out on welking tours, and find it a vory healthful and interesting
pastimce. « It is ono which, werc it casier to get information re routos and
convonionces for camping, would be unsurpasscd. :

(3) WALKING TOURS ("Tho Sun", 5/8/1927)

Mr.¥yles J. Dunphy (Seccrotary, Mountein Trails Club) writes ; _
Tho Mountain Trails Club of N.S.W. has specialised in walking and camping tours,

~ and the prosorvation of nativo fauna and flora and boauty spots, for tho past 14

—

yoars. Any intorested visitors are wolcome et the mcetings held second Friday
overy month, 7.30 pem., at Room 3, N.S.W. Sports Club Building, sido entrance, 10
Hunter Stroot, Sydncy. The club is an ameteur exploring ono; -its membors
preferring rough country right away from scttloment, and for that reason membership
is by invitation only, and ladies arc not oligible for membecrship, although on some
casicr trips they have been included in the parties, carrying their own packs,
notably to Barrington Tops, Bulga and Comboync Platcaux, Burragorang Valley,
Yarrowitch, ctes ~ Any information as to known routcs and kit will be gladly given.
.-.. Tho immediatc rosult of those letters was that soven men visitors caliod'at7
‘tho next M.T.Cs mecting hold on 13/8/27: Mcssrs. Pawley, Withey, Bailcy, Micquodhn,
Livingstone, Gallagher and Debort, and O.W. Jones-wroto applying for mombership.

A walk to Gmrio wae arranged for‘28th August. ‘ . Co

At tho noxt mocting, hcld on 9/9/27} the following visitors attoﬁded:=Messrs."
Pawloy, Livingstonc, Gallasher, Thorsen, Taylor, Debort, Gray and Macqueen,
Another walk was arranged from Bundeena to Helensburgh for 18th Scptember.

At the mocting held on 14/10/27 Mossrs. Livingstono, Gray, Rico and Gallagher
attonded. I o

It bocemo plain to tho Trailers thet the club should do something to help the
unorganizod malc walkers without having to break its constitution. The question
wast how far could the process of absorption be carricd without changing the
club's uniquo charactor? Its mombers would not damago:-their bush brotherhoods

A spocial mooting was callod fof 21st October,.1927. The motion: "Thet tho
club creato probationary members” wes argued .t longth, with the rcsult that
probationary momborship, mas thought 15" bte 'unsatisfactory. Members werc in a
quendary; thoy worec animatod. by the desiré-to. do. semcthing for the unattached
walkors who oxpectcd assistarice,:but they couild hot erdmit ladiocs to membership,
or any men who lacked the trailer instinet-and.bushmanship.

It was docided a totter plan‘would be 4o form a separate walking club,
distinet from the M.T.C., having i¥s own management, but by name or symbol to
show it was formed undor the auspiges of “tho M.T.C. — it was agrecd that tho
M.T.C. could not do less than‘remdor-a public sorvico by forming a new Walking -
club, with an casy constitutidgd And tesy canditions of membership, —— with tho
dofinito objoct of Leing a recromtional wélkors! club, purcly and simply, an
opon to members of both ‘Box0s ==——. .Somc: melibers of the MeToCo would be pleased
to belong to such a free club., - :
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“(4) NE@ WALKING CLUB  ("Tho Sun", 5/11/27)

-Alan P. Rigby moved thet "a new welking club be formed hero and .now".” The -
notion was -soconded by L.Roy Davics and carricd unanimously, tho mombers prosont
boing MeL.Borry (cheirman), L.R.Ibvics, A.J.Orandon, A.P.Rigby, E.A.Dickson,

Je Gillospio, H.G.Pcatfiol@, end MeJ«Dunphy (hon.sccrebary). ' i

It was rosolved thaﬁ.thréé[absoﬁt membors whe bad written the sccrectary in /
support of tho matter be ‘doomed members of the now clubj they werc: R. D.Rudder,
L.Pura, and FelcKonzies~ in ell cleven membora. g

Thereupon the M.T.C. mooting was declercd olosod by tho chairmen and the first
mooting of tho now walking club was declarcd onen (21si October, 1927).  A«Pa q
Rigby was rogucstoed-to act es chairman and Med e 2unpny was eppointed scting scere=
tary. On tho suggostion of M.J.Dunphy the name of the now club tentatively was
declarod to bo "tho Waratah Walking Club", boczuse of the M.7.C. badge cmblom and
tho affiliation or associetion the M:T.C. considorod desirablo, f

Tho objocts and constitution of the new club worc drawn up immediately, the
dato of noxt mooting docided, and it was arranged that notice of mooting should be
insertod in "Tho Sun" newspeper. ’ '

MEETING NO. 2 Tho pross notice for this mbcting rcad as foilows': . .

¢ Tho Sccrotary of tho Mountein Trails Club, N.S.#. (Mr. Myles J.2muny) writess=
It should be a mettor of interest to &ll recrontion walkers in tns Statke, thet
primarily through previosus corrcspendonce in "The Sun", a new walking club wos
reeently formed, undor tho auspices of tho M.T.C., 2nd affiliated 7ith i%. This
action should fill a long-felt want. Membership is open to all waliing enthusiasts
of elther sex over the age of 16 years. '

All interested are invited to attend the next meeting, to be helid Friday,
November 11, at 7.30 pems, Room 3, side entrance, N.S.W. Sporls Cind Euiiding,
10 Hunter Street, when the constitution will be reviewed, the persomnel listed,
and further tours arranged. : h

- - No meeting of the M.T.C. was held on 11th November. This allowed the _
interosted M.T.C. mombers to attend this second meeting of “the Warateh Walking
Club". Many visitors turned up, incluci® a mumber of ladics. Mr. Zric A.Dickson
was olocted acting Chairman. Mr. Charles G.XKilpatrick wes olscted hon.socrotary,
'The mooting discussod the Objects, Constitutinn and Gunditions cf Membezship, the
Club's namo, and annual subscription. A committee was clected o drdw. up a programmo
of & few walks. The olub was not yet named "The Sydney Bueh Mal'-srs.” - :

MEETING NO. 3 - held on 8th. December, 1927.

As beforo, this moeting was held in the green-painted Long Room on the Pirst
Floor of tho N.S.W. Sports Club Building, 10 Hunter Strect, Sydncy. Thirty-eight
or moro porsons attondod. At this mecting the rnamc "The Bush Walkers" was chosen,
thon altored to "Tho Sydnoy Bush Walkcrs," as rocorded in th Minutos & thc mooting,
' . . : - SR T ROy

Woll, that 1s thd way it bogan. R.De Rudder and other M.T.C. membors for
e whilo wore in favour of ostablishing a brench club of the M.T.Ce Frof the club's
point of vicw this idoa at first appoarcd sound, but tlr autonomous club idea
won out. Tho main idoa was to start thc now elub off in the right dircction, -with
tho physical ploasurc of walking controllcd by an idoology whercin appreociction
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~of outdoors, mutual aid, sociability, and the preservation o wild-1lifo, florsa,
end the natural beauty of the country were all combincd. -~ 3

It is not gonorally roaliacd thet tho Objocts of thc Sydnoy Bush Walkers aro

a simplificd vorsion of tho Trailors' code. As it happenod they foll into good
~ hends, and through tho S.B.W. and tho N.S.W. Fodoration of Bush Walking Clubs tho
- wholo bushwalking movoment hes beon morc or loss modsllod on the semo Australian

budhland culturoc.

We in our day arc too closo to tho bushwelking movement to sce it in proper
. perepoctivo; many of us will not live long onough to appreciate its real
= _importancc ss a driving forco which is a philosophy translated into action and
works, a uniquo oducating agoncy end e romarksblo phaso of national solf=appralso=
mont boscd on confidonec. Nobody laughs at bushwalking. Nobody could laugh at

" youth controllod by a noble idcal.

Tho groat rosults of bushwalking -~ how it affects tho bushwelker and his
onvironmont -~ lio forward in the futurc. fhon trailors, bush-trackers, bushe-
~_landors and bush-walkors nave coascd Lo exist as active social cntitics end

propagandists, ths tangible rosults of theoir social, constructive and long-sightod
planning will cverywherc romind pcople that these undescerated parklends wore
socurcd as cnviromment for living by clear-headed idoalists who had both feet on
*tho ground. It will bo rocorded of them that thoy delighted in tho bushland
_onvironmont in their own time, and all it hed of flowor, fur and fecther, and
‘wont to no ond of troublo to presorve it for the peoplo of the futurc. Every
roserve, cvory perklend, cvery trce and track proscrvod for the futurc will bo =&
monument to the sanity of bushwalkers, their brother conscrvators, and tho
authoritics who helped in the good worke

HOW IT _ BEGAN S
: T ; . by Joek Dobert

- _ .fSitting in a "proscrvod” scat on the "Chipss' brother belonga Australin's most
oxclusive train, "Tho Fish" — ono holiday Fridey ovoning, I saw a group of hefty
bushwalkors sctting off down the platform to look for soets in tho 5.17 pe.ms

Mountains traine.

Thoy looked just like buskwalkors havo looked for years; nobody looked twico
at thom as thoy wont past. But my mind flashed back twonty~ono ycars, and I’ :
wondored if the walkors of todey roalised that in that short space of time the

_ bushwalkor hed passcd from a curiosity to the crowd into just a crowd commonplaceo.

~

LOt'B g0 back esee 1927 (XXX

King!sBirthdey weok-cnd and I, a solitary walker, was doing tho Bridlo Track
to ‘Jenolan Cevese I thought a good deal about tho formntion of a walking club in
Sydney. Shortly aftorwards, roturning from a wecck-ond walk down the South Coast,
I drefted e lotter on tho subjcct to the "Sun", as the train rettlod Sydney-wards.
.On August lst, 1927 thc lotter was printod (scc Mylos Dunphy 's artic%ﬁy-‘ Ed.)

. W,

It brought forth into print throe othor totters on the subjoct and o me a
wermly friondly note from Frank Duncan. Wo docided to arrango a walk — Francos
Ramsey, Dympna Cusack, Anico Duncan, Coc. Goldborg, Frank and I — and we mndo 3
plans for & club and what it might do.
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. Then I aottonded » Mountain Trails @lub monthly mcoting, listoncd to what
Myles Dunphy and his honchmen hed to say, and put forwarl my own ides. There I
g&inod gome supporters, among thom Alan Rigby end Weltor Moequoon,

I'wont on & welk with tho Mountain Trails Club, but still folt we should
form 2 differont walking groupe 8o aftor s # scussion among those intorcsted
wo doeided to eall a mooting, by advortisomont; for th 0.purposc of forming g
mow elube 4And in Cctobor, 1927.a mixed walking elub bozane 3 e

VA Y lator'mcoting- I was appqinjt,édﬂhairman - bccaueo-nobcdg;. clso'would.
eccopt tho job e znd by tho samo doviows mcens bes-me the elub®s first Prosidont.,

~ Comparcd with tho mootings 21l walking was casys -Wo spont hours on tho
soloction of a club memos Ono of tho bigzost bonecs of contention was vhother ™

wo should profix "Phe™ to our titloe Ono strongly suproried titlo .was "Tho -
Bush Walking Club of 8ydnoy”, '

Evontuclly, howevor, after a good doel of "To "Tho" or not to “The™ing! wo
dociled by ballot on Docombor 9y 1927, to be eallcd "Tho Sydnoy Bush ¥alkors™. X

Tho law of lobote was e knotty problom ot thosc cariy meclingse Wo woro a
smell group of individualists, young and onthusisstis. #e commanccd mectings
oarly, finihed Jato. It took nbout throo noctings to fincliy seloet the . '
boautiful badge, osignod by Alan Rigby, that wo all prize so highly, Tho

- competition was keon and I ofton wordor what happonod to other oxcollent designs
" suggestods ' o o

But ovon morc mecotings woroe roquired to frame tho constitution, an? et one
stego in tho Club's carly history manbors worc to have blazors to WSQra . Tr‘y
it out on gomo of tho “oldstors®s Mention "Hookors Noe2" or "Bottlo Graoon',
noto the grins and sco if you cen got thom to toll you tho stovf

, In thc mom time we walkod lots, talked much, had growing pains and had to
look for 1lar gor elub rooms. Tho smeial sido dovelopod repidlys Wo had -

dobatos and talks on cemping goar, moat cators otee Locturcs end dancos were

organisod and ono way and enothor wé had our fun from the tart. '

As I said bofore, tho bushwalker of todky is tekon for granted by the erowde
But not in 1927 ..e Malo membors who 1oft homo in & orts had to Peco dorisive
cries of “Yeh, footballorl® end i3 took somo courage in thoso far off days to -
roturn homo to e solcet Harbour aiburb on tho church-goor?s boet on Sunday
night,” with grubby shorts and o hofty packe o

But we had our probloms toos Privato partics boears & bomo of contontion,
for instmcos Many mombors considored that privato pertics took mombers away
from elub walkse Lctually it was novor ment for mombors to attand offieinl
wd ks onlye Bosides, private partios showod ‘onterpriss in finddng ncw wel kse

Thero was no Paddy Pallin in thoso days — or, rathor, ho was not tuming
out lightweight carping gear for walkcrs. We spont 2 good doal of timo=— and .
ergument -- in reking our own goare Thore was elways the rucksac‘:‘lf, v_swag carricr
discussiones Some of the gesr was both weir? end wndorful buk grodielly we mdo
or found tho most suitablo oquipment for our ncodse ;

Hezlthy rivelry existod botweon thc vegeterinns and the meat octorss The
formor said the moat-cators had to o2t mors to mmke up for tho woight of most they

X Name proposed by Maurie Berry - Ed.
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carried. The latter, in retaliation, claimed the vegetarians continually picked
at nuts and raisins and even ate food in the middle of the night. "Nut Meat" even
became famous in club songs. co

Eight Hour Week-ond 1928 (as it was then called) saw the 1ntroduct10n of
"Mandolborg" (Tom Horbort) into club ranks. Older mombors will recall how the
nemc was oarncd, but for tho younger ones .... .

A pawnbrokor, by nemo Mandclberg, had a shop in Castloreagh Strocot whero
David Joncs! Elizaboth Stroot storo now stands. He carned fame by knocking down
tho scaffoldlng for D.J's now building with an exo as fast as tho. workmen could
oroct it. Ho rofuscd to move out of his store and his goods wore displayod by
henging outsido on overy available inch surrounding his windows.

Tom Herbort lost nothing in emulating this last trait of tho famous pawnbrokor -
food, cquipmont, etc. hung from every possiblo, and a fow impossiblc, points of his

rucksnck a8 ho rattled his wey down tho Nattai'

The social side made rapid strides Prom tho incoption cf tho club.. Thoro
wore play-roadings, locturces, conco*ts, «ances, thoahrs pamice, cot:. 'Tn guite a
number of mombers tho club's activitics wero so oxteusive that it was aiwmcst
impossiblc to have othor inteorcevs., Again, this promoted mere healihy criticism -
betweon the walkcrs and tho talkers. e

r

Phrasos llkO “loadcrs" "whlppore—in 1ncompat:b111ty ’ co—tonting s "Dorman
Long", "ro-unions", "consors", all have a club hlstory,~whvch if ,_nc and paper
rationing pcmitted, would be worth recalling. For some there was 4an carly nced;

othere, liko Topsy, "jus' growod".

Lot!s pick ono or two et random.

"¥hippers-in". New and prospoctive walkors invariably’ "hed walked all over

. tho Bluc Mountains”. But it was carly found that bushwalking was slightly d&iffer-

ont. Many prospcctive mombors soon found thomsclves trailing wearily at the end
of the partys Honce the psychological effect of having a seasoned and exporicnced
.walkor at the roar of tho party saved face, end al= proventcd the broaking up of

. many trips.

"Club consors”. This oxprossion originated early. in the Club's history when
two mombors had the offrontery to be photographed on an official trip without
shirts! It was a warm day, a rost was tekon ~ and ‘so‘was a photograph In tho
club rooms thec noxt Friday nidit it was a sensation. "It wasn't DONE", "it wamm't

erickot".... Tho photographor promisod not to publicly oxhibit tho snaps. Ho may

oven havo promisod to bum tho film, Was it any wonder that active healthy spirits

. formcd a "Board of Cecnsors", which made its appoarancc at many futurc ro-unions?

01d mombers v. new membora early becams a hardy anmiels Talk of limiting
momborship whirled round many dying camp fircs.

"Incompatibility".. What fun - and what troublo - that word caused. Thoro
was the caso of the young girl who proved "somowhat: incompatible” to some lady

‘mombors of the clubs. The fact that sho was not approvod by tho S.B.W. eausod a

groat deal of trouble. Thoro worc throatonod r031gnatlons, end much talking by
tho thon Presidont to smooth mattcrs over. LR A

Narrownindodnoss of some club membors always causod amuscront. Mich ?iﬁe was
spont around carp fircs and on walks criticising folks who did the same th}ng each
wook-ond by going to races, football, golf, otce. Yot thc onthusiastic walkors wore

just as guilty!
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Older members may remember tre Presidentisl Letter one over-zealous
President, upon his electlon, sent out to every member. The club was supposed to
be "at the cross roads". But the club survived. And tucked away in my archives
there's a copy of that two-page letter still.

Another crisis was on the nude bathing problem. It was a tricky business,
and one or two rosignations took place. :

-

‘Thero was even, once, a very serious move made for the club to issue
officicncy badges for those smart cnough to pass tests; loadors were to wear a
special badge. Can you imagine how woll we shculd =1l have looked in our
"Hookor's No.2" blazors complete with flannel flower AED officicncy badgos.

It may bc of intorost to many mombors of the Fodcration, as woll as to club
mombors, to know that somo yoars bofore the Foderation carmc into bsing, a numbor
of dologatos from tho Mountain Trails ond 8.B.W. consumsd ~opious cups of coffoeec
in Mockbellls Cafc on two occasions to seo if the timc were ’lpcfbr the formation
of the Fodcration. : :

Tuckcd away in the Dobert -archives are many intercsting souvonirs, rocords,
photographs of carly S.B.W. days. Occasionnally in a very full life {timne pormits
of a quick glimpso into the pages of tho past. They are good to lock hack upon,
and it's hard to rcalise some of them happened twentyone ycars ago. But those
intorosting incidents arc a job for a pon more able than minc. '

~ I'11 concludo with a roforonce to seyings that you might still hoar in Bush
Walker walls. X

' Thoso famous =- or was it infamous - Bort Bros. (Her-Bort and Dor-Bort)
had onoc that oroppod up with monotonous roguharity.

. '"Tho club is not what it usod to bo" ono Bcrt brothor would say whcn things
. wore not 80 rosy in club affalrs. To which the other brother would r0p1y "It
nover was'. : Con : . : S

S -

And anothor ... "After all, thls is a WALKING c¢lub". Then therc was "Thoso
who- talk_,nd walk, those who talk and nevor walk, and thoseo who neither talk nor

walk"”.

v’

- And whon thoro 8 somo contentious mattor to discuss at a goncral meeting, and
you sca tho crowd rolllng up you may say "Oh, it's the same oven today .

Mhybo thoro is nothing now under the smm after all.

And 80, vory many happy roturns to you all, from one who learnt much from
tho Club end its members, and fools all tho bettor for having beon a Sydqoy

Bush Walkor.

1 i"" ", P .
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... - ALL THE FUN OF THE FAIR.

~ &

-

‘ . R By Taro (Tho Dike by Fluko).

Sydnoy was - ig - and forov

, or sholl bo, tho finost starting point for sny.
and ovory kind of walking. ’ ’ ' o : -

I hc;d the good'luék to catch the fover ot a vory ocarly ago - 4 to be prociso =

- whon I wandorod from homs onc sunny 8unday aftermoon - and was lost, ond found -
at tho back of Mte. Rennio -~ only a mile away, but cnough - I-had séen the blue
'hills molting into distanco. ' . - ' '

In thosc happy carly Oightioa'wo' livod = stoﬁo_"s_ throw from Moore. P;ir_k,.
- unlimitod immonsity to young oyos. - : ' N

_ At tho south ond Mt. Rennio evor bockoned « invitetion to a mch wider
horizon. Right noarby was Mb. Stoclo, with a proporly rigged flagpole feoncod in,
and now tho flagpole has vanished - only the concrote base romains, inscribod
1870 - and ovon Mt. Ronnio is no moro! It was probably flattenod right out to
improvo the golf courso = romember - sport is tho only god worshipped in
Australia. No SeBeW, would waste timm by slipping up thors now for em oyoful.,.
¢It is on the right of Clovoland Street whon you arc going to Anzac.Avoruo. )

Right -in tho foreground looking south - ‘is the immonso emorald. saucor - dottod
with figures - tiny - btut slogging like hell < it would not be at ‘buttor-
flics - 8o what? Boyond is Konsington and a vast gtrotch of Botany Bay blue =
boyond the bluo all the slopos of Suthorland - como round again and you soo all
tho closo packed Illawarra suturbs -~ and over them the scuthorn slopos whore
. Jollore lies. Duo wost arc all owr old frionds, boginning at Prospect 24 miles -
away and skylining at Gangerang and Ketoomba. Then on to Kurrajong falling down
Colo way, then all the hills district towards Hornsby, and the bridge colossal,
Joining two big city blocks. ..Curiously this sam aspect may be had by looking
down Pitt Street at the G.P+.O, The east view bogins with the tops of a magnificent
cluster of old Moreton Bay figs right at your feet; thence on to Centonnial Park

¢+ and Wavorly Hoights. Stop ~ shamo on mo: = I almost forgot to tell you there
.18 & fine af distant view of Randwick racecourse buildings. .

Go up this hill «~ ‘any day of the year - Sundey is best (mo ‘smoke) and
you will havo it all to yoursolf. Millions rush by NeS.E.W. and all that fino
panorama gapos for an admirer. R R e

In my',baby days it was just scrub and sandhills right to:ﬁotany Bay - same
looking cast to Wavorley ridgo. Centennial Park was yet to be and .now the only
ovidonco of its past is the fehecod in bird sanctuary. Do y_ogrknow it?

Tho ericket and agricultural grounds were very much smaller ::=. bit by’ bit
thoy nibbled and now extend to Cert enninl Park and Moore Park Road, swallowing
the old military rifle range with its quarry and swimming hole at tho top ond.
On tho south side Mt. Rénnio fcll away to a large swampy arca - tho rubbish tip
for all Sydncy for ovor half a contury, but now, in a quiet brick building with
a tall chimnoy, thoy incinorato the same old rubbish. : .

- With so much virgin country so near, it was casy to got the gentle “Habit  of
bushwalkings Whorc now is Konsington was known as Geobung Flat, whoppors they
woro too. It was also tho haunt of the biggest and goldenest hootlos I've ovor
scon. Tho toll bar cottago was just abaut whore all tho tram crashos occcur -
something spooky about this. Thorc was a stone drinking fountain at Clovecland
Stroot cornor. I bolievo it is still therec with its dato chisolled on tho front.
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A,Hdlighﬂful_crook ran theey h the flaot, probably-fcdlfrom,the Centonnial aron.
Mahy a Saturday woe kids pacdod dut thgrc{tq'boi; the billy and fry the chips.

.. ..Goochung Flat was a grent drill’ ground for the military. 'Tho voluntoors - . ’
yos, I snid voluntcors - in brirht rod coats, bluo trow and snowy holmots -~

marchod out thoro, bond and all,; 'on meny a Seturday aftornoon.

. Mony a timo wo kids merchod back with thom - in fromt of tho band. Yos,
I said in fromt -  authority did not mind a bit (imagine tha trouble at Canberra
- if any kids triod it nowadays)s On ono vory spocial day the soldicts killed a
-5 foot snoko, tiod it to & bulrush stalk and yours truly had the honour of .
- marching ahoad with tho trophy whilo tho band did its FF bost with Mr. Gownod's -
Soldiors' Chorus. By the time wo roached Captain Cook Hotél at top:.end of Moore .
Park I folt the most important bloko in Australia = barofoot and 211 -~ Co
whon suddonly from the roadsido dashod an angry figire -~ I was grabbed and drug
homo for a bolting - yos; you've guessod right . = it was Mam - on the lookout
for thc littlo wrotch who would not stay homo!  Long, long, ago a cove who know
this was zoing to happon wroto "sic transit gloria mundi", though as 2 matter of
fact it happonod on a Saturdece. .

Another marvellous turnout for bush~mindod kids was a roal .wild wost dhow, -
brotight from Amcrica by Dr. Carver, a’ glass ball sharp shootcr. Thoro wore real -
-cowboys, with their om horsos! Envy mo, you kids of all agos,.I saw.and oven
spoko to roal live Injuns with thcir wives and kids end wigwams! An extremely - -
- largoe cowboy showed me how to hold, fold and throw a lasso. I haven't forgotton,
end if any SeB.W. wants to know how just soo m - no charge. All this happoned
at tho bottom .end of Moore .Park against tho zoo fonce. To add a final touch of - .,
roalism, Ae & Ge, d firm of signwriters still in Sydmey, did a huge paintod cut-
out of tho Rocky Mountains. And whilc tho raids and burning stockades. and benging
gung ‘worc on, there was tho snow-topped range to prove it. Just .tho stuff Holly-
wood is still doing. Pity tho poor'coilulgid inoculatod kids of today = thoy -«
havo .overything, bar the real thing! : o ) R

. Wo kids had another camping zround right at home ih'aipaddock now hc&ﬁing
the. Black and White Cab Company. We had good roomy tents which cost exactly

nothing. HOW? Simple., "In those generous days chaff. and cornbags could be had for

the asking, especially by the.auper-askers. We unpicked them and re-made them
into A tonts, floofrs and all. Happy, happy, Saturdays., Of eourse the tents were
not rainproof, but somchow we worc always home whon it rained - Mum saw to Co
- that; -alas! ' o S - R : .

Sad to rclate, Dad 6hangedyhis jobs; and we moved ovor right ncxt to Redfern
Railway Station. Tho bush wandoring gave way to the.fascination of choo choos,

not & bad oxchange - I still love tho iron horgos.

luck was still with mo ~ Num was parloying with a storkic talkie, so I was
gont to'an aunt at Mosman Bay, enchantment for yours truly as it did not includo -
school! It was just a ‘bush road from tho forry to the housc. lLuck agein -~ :
“Unkic had o pash for what they called gypsy toas -  thoy just cooked evc;ything,_
packod and about 5 pem. ambled off to o cosy nook.or boach to boil tho billy and
mastor tho:.puddons. Heaven indocd! Balmoral Beach was thc favourite and the
track down from thc min road was oxactly like tho (privato) tracks’wd:used to.
havo down to North Era. Wo gencrally had the whole boach to ourselvos, ofton
staying till after dark, thon ho for a glorious moonlisht walk home through
scontod bush!  Codar rowboats could bo hirod for a bob. or two .and Unkio took me
nilos round ‘dll tho 1littlo.covos and beaches which still abide at lovely Mosmen.

e 1 e
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School sgain, hut mot in Crown Street, whorc, from the top floor classroom
I could soec my blue hills to Gangorang any day. In duc course I arrived at the _
stago of tho first job - in tho City. It was a fino excuso for Yots mord walking -
most of the toilors walked to work, though thore were cissies of course, who would
. snatch a 1ift. Plenty of two horso tablotop lorrics trottod to towm early ovory
‘day, and lots of youngs and no so youngs would loap up and sit ehouldor to
shouldor, loaving somo 40 logs dangling like a fringo all round. The drivers and
the noddics nover mindod a bit -~ in those god old civilised days bofore the

- poison of progross.

Béing thon fairly affluent on 5/- por wook, out of which I colloctod 6d.,
I savod and bourht a stop watch - hold your broath - it cost mo 7/6d. newl

Aftor that ovory walk was a flat out, with one eys on the watch. Strange
to rolate, those distancos are still there quite unaltereds If any of you ‘feel
inclined you may havo a go at them. Leave tho G.P.0e in Goorge Street at posak
hour end arrivo at Orchard's Cornor, Railway Squaro, and do it in 10 minutes (1
milo). I daubt whothor our £5,000 eloctric trams make it in that timoc in 1948.

Logs forovor, hooray!

;P A favourite Sunday morning walk was fronm Railway Square, across Redfom,

/" through Centonnial and Wavorky to Bondi Beach; and thoro was not a brick or a
houso in sight! Just sand and struggling scrub. The boach was tough, tut easier
thean tho scrub, thon on top of the ridge wiis a hard road leading to the lighthouse.
‘A look ovor tho Gap, thon back via Rose Bay and Darlinghurst in time for lunch.

This was all about 1895-6.

A biggor walk was Parramatta and back (in 6 haurs). The bush. (Ramsay 's Bush)
bogan at the Plough Inn whoere Haborficld is, and whore Liverpool Road mocts
‘Parraratta Roads Thoro was not much in the way of houses on tho right side of
tho road aftor that. The Bath Arms at Burwood was the next spocial spot -~ 1% had

a wator tap =~ also othors - but not for . The really wide open spacos began
-after leaving Horobush, noxt landmark being the old Newington College lodge gate,
though thoe Colloge was already moved to Stanmore. On one occasion I drove me a
bit hardoer, taking the train hore. My diary records the time for overy mile -
12,13,11,12,14, and so on for 22 hours - san avorago of 12.41 minutes per mile.
Its all yours for the doing. ﬂft was a very lonoly walk -~ only an odd sulky
or two. Now any yerd of it is as busy as George Street, anytime. There was nothing -
to soo until Auburn, whore from the top of Gibbon's Hill the whole Wost opens eut.
But now, what a chango! The thousands of trees have given way to housetops and
factorios. You must look West from St. Mery's hill to get what the Auburn viow
"uscd to bos I little know that I was to bacome wedded to Auburn and that mountain-

sCcop0.

Anothor lonely and bushy walk was out to Maroubre, which was exactly as North
Era 1s now, but quito shelterless save for one stony outerop, which had a lencly
drip, drip into a jam tin. The track on to La Porouse was real Nationsl Park stufg,
I nover crossod to Kurnoll because no boats ran in those days. But I did get thore -

40 yoars lator.

~ About 1900 Mr. S. Hordern uscd to keop me in odd cash. I worked on the fourth
floor of thc factory and, once again, by infloxible fate, the blue to Gangerang was
ninc any clecar day. Then I chengod to a Job at Clyde, which drove me to*Ii¥e =t
Auburn, whors, aftor long secking, I found tho allotmont which gave mo my lifglong

bluo distance for koeps!

To got back to the track again - in 1900 we chaps had a rogular Sunday
walk to Bronto. Wo loft about 6, going cut through Centennial Park -~ dowy and
lovoly always - to Wavorley tran terminus. Then, ho, for a wild dive, glide and




slide,Askfing domn the sandy runways and tufty grass, and after that the ehampagne
.of 'Bronto baths:! A play und a bask,then a walk back agein to ¢ Yoto broakfact
about 10 a.ms No one droamed of tramming, it would have saomod ridiculous.

Thon began a long spcll of wook-ond camping at Little Coogeo - fussily
called Clovolly nowadays. Half a dozon pals would go out on Friday nights and
stay till sunsot on Sunday, often spending a whole 1/- &t o droma or opora on
Sgturday night - +thon homo to tentvillo and a cuppa, and porchance o swim!
Plutos wallowing in luxury! Wo loft 2ll our goods in tho 9X7 tont and in yoars
nover lost a thing. But now -~ not only tho contonts, but tho tont itsclf would”
bo pinched! Ycg, I'll eay progress is o mocker! The vholo outfit = primus and
all - no wood out thore - was packod in a standing cupboard and storcd at a
noarby cottage. Think of this, you burcaucrat~bouncod citizons! For yoars wo
orected that tont on a public risorve, and nover askod pomission from anyono,
and wore nover intorforod with. Todey, if you wantod to put up a tont in your
own backyard, some damnod ordinance or tinpot councillor would forbid. ;

-

So thore you aro, brothers and sisters, we sonileoiors had all the fun of the
fair for noarly nix - poor in cash - Mt rich in freodom.

Millionaires!

-

MY EARLY CONTACTS WITH THE 5.B.W.
By Allan Hardice,

BT |

David Stoad's lecturo in tho Club room on thc 20th August, 1948, tracing tho
evolution of spocics from tho single-coll protoplasm, through cartilaginous fishes
and strong-bonod mammels to tho cerobrated homo sapions, romindod mo that evon
bush-walking clubs had thoir stages of ovolution. Whon I first camo into contact

with tho SeB.W., this club was just omerging from its ombryonic stago and ontor-
ing on its cartilaginous opoch, inasruch as vigits to ocach other's hom woro relied
on moro to hold the membors togothor rathor than rogular moctings in a rogular
meeting place. This stago of dovelopment may bo noticed today, if ono obsorves
the conduct of those clubs just nowly bocoming affilinted with the Foderation.
But our club, aftor twonty-ono yoars' oxistonce, has now assumed the proportions
of a huge, joint-stock ontorprisc, a voritablo factory turning out bushwalkers by
tho scorc, with its toam of offico-~boarors doing their routino work with matho-
matical procision, and with its committoo, liko a board of dircctors, jealously
scanning tho crodontials of prospcctive mombors, and mnking thom do their pattorn

walks.

4 # M
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But that was not always so. Whon I joinod S.BeW., thoy did not mko you do
any test walks: rathor thoy solicitod and inveigled you into the club. Moroover,
thoro wore so fow that you woro thrown together with tho saro persons, whonover
you woent out on an official walk. Honce the ocarly club members got to know cach
other intimatcly: thoy know ocach othor's poculiaritics and foiblos, and thoy seng

songs about oach other. '

It was on Now Yoar's Eve, the 31st Docombor, 1927, whon I fikst.mo} mombers
of S«BeW.. With my Scotch friond, I had walkod over twonty-four milcs that day
from Bell to Bilpin (nocar Kurrajong Hoighta), and I was fooling very tired as I
proparcd our camp for the night. Along tho roed came four walkers, two men and
two women, 2ll carrying packs. Ono of thc mon gavo me a visiting card, and -
introduced himsclf to me as Mr. Cherlos Kilpatrick, tolling mc that he was tho.
Honorary Secrotary of a mewly~formod elub in Sydnoy, end invitoed me end my mate to

P
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Join it. Thon ho bogan to unfold to mo tho wisdom thoy had gainod by forming a
club, which allowod thom to pool their idoas. Tho straps of one's haversack nced
not hurt tho shouldors, he oxplained, becauso a towol placod around the neck and
undor tho strops would act es a pade Nor ncod ono have to put up. with the torture
‘of blistorod foot: aftor lotting out tho wotor with a ncodlo, a ploco of sticking
plastor placod over the blistor would act &s & now skin. I mervolled at this
colloctivo knowlodge. Thon onc of tho girls spoko of their having dono .a walk in
the moonlight to Mount Wilson, ‘and I wae thrillod to the core with thoughts of
romance. . Tho other girl continucd the conversation by spoaking of an ingenious - -
‘momber of" their party who, had invonted a showor bath, which ho susponded from the . -
bough of a tree, pouring hot wator into it, and cleansing himsolf of his body :
odour to his hoarfc'a content. This rosourcoeful porscn turnod out to bo nono other-

than tho overgreon Taro.

During 1928 I lost my walking companion, he having become a Sunday School
teachor and obsosscd with the idoa that walking on tho Saobbath wns irreverent. 8o,
forcod to seck now company, I looked up tho visiting card, rang up Mr. Kilpatrick,.
and attondod my first mooting of the Club, then in promises above the Boy Scout
Shop in George Stroot, toward the end of 1928. A visiting epeakor had just given
& discourso on the art of carrying equipment, which was followed by en "all in" -
and "free for all" discussion. Two schools of thought emerged, those in favour of
the rucksack nowly coming into voguo, and thoso championing tho cause of tho
military haversack, whiloc a third minority group, led by Mylos Dunphy, waged a
kind of guorrille war with ergumonts for tho swagmen's way of bearing his burden.

Noxt camo my first walk and camp with ‘the Clubs T say "with" becausc it was
showmn on tho walks programme; but, as a mattor of fact, it was a solo walk in the
twilizht from Lilyvale to ‘Burning Palms. As I camc down the ridge botwoon Burning
Palms and Era late on that Christmas Day in 1928, I could sce only one fire at
Burning Palms, and that bolongod to tho one and only camp there, that of the 8.B.W.
No ehaocks had boon built thon, bocauso tho doprossion that brought the shacks with
it had not yot arrived. Thoro woro only two club-mombers in tho camp, namely, Rene
Brown end Maurico Borry, tho lattor (as h¢ still does) dividing his loyalty betwoon
S+B«Ws and the Mountain Trailers. Ho ormtortainod m. with the. story of how Burning
Palms camo to got its namoe ' Tho withorod loavos underncath some cabbago-treo palms
gavo cortein mombors of tho Mountain Trails Club the impression of troos burning
and yot novor boing consumod, just.as Mosos in antiquity was improssod by the burn-
ing bush that gave tho Pr esbytorian Church its Latin slogan, "Nec Consumebatur®. .
On Boxing Day tho S«BeWe Club turned up in full forco. CE L

" My next walk was out to Bushwalkors' Basin from Leimosh on the followir_ig,.-
Australia Day wook-ond. - With furtive glances Frank Duncan obsorvod my form over .
the four mliles, and boforo tho ond of January I was 2 member of tho Club. ,

Next Easter came my first really strenuous walk with the Club ~ from Black-
heath along the Grose River to-Richmond in the days when tracks had not properly
.been mades Only six persons (four men and two girls) turned up, so stremiocus the
trip promised to be, and the leadership was left to an eighteen-year old prospsctive
(how the times have changed!), a ruddy-checked youth whoee only topic of conversa-
tion was his description of solo walks to Kanangra Walls and Thurat Tops. In thie

way I mot Max Gentle. : :

But what impressod ms most of all in thoso early days were the housb<whrming
partioes, which found their place in tho walks programmo. - At the Duncans' homq at-
Castlocrag furniture would be uncoromoniously ehifted to the back-yard to mako room
for bushwalkers to danco and slcop; whiloc tho Austons would annually throw their
homo opon at Concord, to synchronise with the Public 8chools' Reogatta. On one
occasion tho play, "Tho Warrior's Husband", doaling with ths anciont Amazomne end
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Trojana, was cnactod in their backyard to the accompaniment of barking from their
neighbours' dogs. Anothor amuel ovont was tho roheareal at Rono Bromec's homo at
Artarmon on tho Sunday before the entértainment in St. Jams' Eaile. %a9n tho Club
~ ‘bocame too large for the Auston's homo, the two-storey ehcée of ke Rocis family
at Burwood was the next to bo converted into a rondozve 3, on A2getia fay. Hore a
notable competition was onco held: from childhood photographs displayed around
tho houso you had to gucss what rombers woro reprcscnted. . Two girls won, and for
their prizo thoy woro allowod to have tho first pick of the victuals for suppor.
S0 the Club was kopt together in tho oarly days,:the days of the tircless
congervationists, the fruits of whose labours the presont generation are now enjoy-
ing.. When I hear the lattor esking for a motor road along Narrow Neck, I wondor
what the Club will be like twenty-ono years from. now. ‘

GARAWARRA .

OUR MAIDEN EFFORT IN CONSERVATION.

- By Tom Herbert.

‘Our Club now looks back over 21 years of its history,end not.;the.lpast of the
highlights is the Club's rocord in tho sphere of conservation, and in that sphere
"Operation Garawarra" mist go on the record as one of tho m jor vietorios.of tho
bushwalking movemont. : 1 - L e, .

The Club, of course, doos not claim all tho crodit for the victory, but it is
justly proud of the part it playod with kindred clubs and organis:ztions in prosorve
ing for posterity a choice arca of coastal bushland that will: aivays DG “he joy of
recroational walkors and campors. S : o R

The name Garawarra is a combination of Gara (Garie) and Illewarra, and wag
suitably chosen whon bushwalkers started the -egitetion: for the resimmtion of the
Gara Estate and surrounding bushland, totalling in all 5,000 acroe. The full |
-objective was not achioved and at present the reserye consists of 1,465 acres
- adjoining the 'southarn boundary of National Park, with the privately owned lands at
North Eraj Era, and tho hcad of Black Gin Creok broaking a continuous reserve of
glorious coastal scensry. Even the gem of the Reserve, Burning Palms beach, is
somowhat tarnished by the presence of many unsightly shacks on the southern slope
of tho northern headland in the Gara Estate. Lo T ;

The first record wo have of & bushwalker "discovering" Burning Palms is from
Myles Dunphy, who, with the instinct of an explorer, followed southward the trail
from "Tho Posts" just off tho Garioc Road in July 1913. Those.who know Myles cen
imagine his ocstacy as ho explorod what was thon a primitive paradise, apparently
frequented only by occasional fishermon.. Oabbage.troe palme reared their heads on
the terraced slopes.that cndod almost on ‘tho boach. Trecs, vines and shrubs grow
in tropical profusion end vandalism had not shown its ugly scars.

, The mame "Burning Palms" becamo attachod to the place arisingifrom a smll
incidont. At night Mylos sot a light to some doad cabbage troe palt‘feaves end
hoisted thom aloft. Tho boacon was obsorvod by some campers further north, who 1lit

a flaro in roply.

As timo wont ‘on tho neod for protecﬁing the placo bocams of first rato uréency.
Timbor gotters had bocom:- active, huntors with rifles and dogs were playing havac,
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_the wild flowor zlutton was reaeping a harvest, and cattle roamed their wilful way .

Mylos Tunphy, ae Secretary of the Mountain Trails Club, one of the wory fow
walking Clubs of the dgy , had his Club pressing ‘herd for reservation, but all they
.could get from officialdom was a statement that reservation was not warranted.
That was in 1925 and,temporarily balked,the mambers of the Mountain Trails Club, &
" the Bush Tracks Club did all they could in a voluntary capacity to patrol tho area
and stem the tido of vandalism. ' '

_ In 1927 tho Sydney Bush Walkers cams into existonce and somo Mountain Trails
Club members wero actively associated with tho now club, which was open to both
sexes. Right at its birth tho S.B.W. mot its first consorvation task and as tho
Club's membership grow so did the intensity for "Operation Garawarra".

Daring the dopression years of tho early 1930 's bushwalking became more and
more popular, snd those genuinely attracted to bushwalking as distinct from the
passing vogue of "mystery hikes" formed new Clubs, which wero immediately enlisted

in tho growing army for the battle of Garawarra.
' the

: An important step in the campaign was the formation in 1932 of/Now South Wales
Federation of Bush Walking Clubs, thus bringing together for combined action the
whole bushwalking fratemity. The® immediate and urgent objective was Garawarra.

Publicity in tho press, printed handbills, deputations to Ministers of the
Crom, and correspondence with all organisations 1ikely to be sympathetic ,roused
more and more enthusiasmyand to cep it all the potition to the Minister for Lands
. was dramn up and mearly 5,000 signatures obtainod. : C

The work of obtaining these siéna‘bures was irmonse, as large numbers of non-
club walkers had to be comtactod at Railway Stations and in the bush at week ends,
and other people genuinely interested had to be sought out. .

. In due course the petition was presonted to the Minister for Lands, the Hon.
E.A. Buttonshaw, and the cutcors was tho ‘dedication of 1,300 acres for publie
'recreation on August 17, 1634, The new reserve was named Garawarra Park end there
was a definite promise from the Minister ‘that as long as he was Minister for Lends
Garawarra would remein roadless, althaigh it was not afficially recognised as a

primitive area.

On Jemary 25th, 1935 seven trustees were appointed to control Garawarra Park.
They were Mossrs. HeW. Whiddon and WeFs Leighton Bailey, of the National Park
Trust, E«Js Ryan and A.He Packender of the Bulll Shiro Council, J.Vs Turner and
W.J. Roots of the N.S.We Fedoration of Bush Walking Clubs, and Gere Allman, Under

Secretary for Lands.

: Joe Turner and Wal Roots' woro two SeBeWe membcrsr' who had done yocoman service
in the fight for Garawarra, and it was Pitting that they should be gelocted to act
as Bushwalkors' ropresentatives on the Trust. :
Theo. Atkinson (Rucksack Club) replaced Wal Roots whon ho resigned, end I
replacod Joe Turner when he resigned. - ' :

The Bushwalkers' Trustees have had no ocasy task ovor the yoars a% it .must bo
said that as & minority thoy had to withstand strong prossure to allow permissive .
occupancies to romain on the Resorve, and also to figh_t strenuously against a
determined move to have Garawarra added to National Parka L

PR . SR PN
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In the depression years and prior to the Park being dodicated many shacks
and permanent camps wore orccted in the vicinity of Buming Palms, snd one shack
in tho junglo south of Burning Palms had been built of trunks of palm troes.
Horrible damage had been done to the natural landscape and despite stubbom
rosistonco the unauthorised squattors wero ejocted from the Park.

A fow well-conducted pormanont campors who had been thorc for some yoars
boforo the Park was dedicatod woro allowed to romain undor rormissive occupancy,

and the rovenuoe from their rentels holps to financo the Park administration, which
doponds chiefly on a small Govornront subsidy.

Small additions to the orig:‘..nal grant hove brought thc total acroage to 1,465.
Garawarra has td sormp extent recovorod from the blitz of tho vandals of "

yoars ago, and for tho last ten years a rangor has been paid to patrol the Park
at woek~ends. :

‘What Garawarra cbﬁld have becn but rf’or tho offorts of Bushwalkers is vividly

illustrated by the village of shacks and humpies that eppal tho oye on the
adjoining Gara Zstate. ' ’ ‘ . ,

e HOW BIUE GUM FOREST WAS SAVED FROM THE AXE.

In 1931 Mr. C. Hungerford, farmor, of Bilpin, obtained a Conditional Purchase
Leasoc in the valley of thc Grose River which included what is now Roservo 63,521,
On the Eight-Hour Weck-end he startod to ringpark tho trces on +hat fiat, but,
fortunately, a small party of bushwalkers was camping in the Bluc. Gum-Forest- that
wook-end. Some of them wers membors of the Mountain Trails Club and some bolonged
“to The Sydney Bush Walkers. On hoaring the chopping, thoy approached Mr. Hunger-
ford, and succeodod in getting him to stop ringbarking end to agrce to sell them
his rights in the arca for £130, provided it was paid by 3lst Docombor, 1931.

At that time thorc was no N.S.W. Foderation of Bush Walking Clube (it was .-
formed in July, 1932) so, from thc mombers of tho Mountain Trails Cludb -, ° the
8ydney Bush Walkers and the Wild Liko Presorvation Socioty of Australia was formod
the BLUE GUM FOREZST COMMITTEE, viz:- 7 S -

MeToCe ¢ DMosarss. Myles J. Dunphy and Alan P. Rigby; e

SeBeWs: Mossrs. Harold Chardon, Waltor Roots, Noel Griffiths and Joe Turner;

'W’.L.P.S.: Mr, Roy' F« Bomott. . -0 : T S
On 12th Fobruary, 1932, Miss Dorothy Lawry was eloctced to £ill the vacency on the
Committoe caused by Mr. Chardon's resignation. Cs

: The arrangcment with Mre Hungerford was confirmoed at a meeting the Committeo
had with him in The Bluo Gum Forest on 15th November, 1931, at which Mre J.C.
Lockley ("Redgun" of "Tho Sydnoy Morning Herald") was prasont. On the way.up
Govett's Leap Crock on the retum journey to Blackheath, Mr. Lockley cormented on
the great, rocky "pylon" on tho left, which was lator officially namod "Lockley
Pylon". Tho "S.M«H." gavo valuablo publicity to tho purchasc of Tho Blue Gum

Forest by bushwalkers and othor nature lovors, end their gift of i%'to, tho commnity

for a rocreation resecrve. ;
Tho Wild Lifo Preservation Socioty donated £25, bushwalkers and trece lochrBi

gavo £25, and Mr. WeJ. Cleary lont tho: Committee £80 freo of interost for two

years, so Mre. Hungerford rcccived his £130. The Bluc Gum Forost Cormittoo then
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arrangod witbvfhé Lands Dopartmont for the dodication of tho arca as a Roservo
for Public Rocroation, and adviscd tho Ibpartmontal‘officora of the surrounding
aroas that wore suitablo for rcsorvetione ' 3

By ﬂzrther‘appoals‘and donations, as woll as from tho procecds of various
ontortainments they arrangod, tho bushwalkors raised tho £80 and on lst Docomber,
1933, ropaid Mre Cloary's loan. _ - ‘ .

QUR MAGAZINE.

By Dorothy Lawry.

The cditor asked me to writc en article on the birth of the magazine, and
ag I was at tho mocting of the S.B.W. at which th> suggostion was first mado
that wo should have = Club Journal and thon bocamc onc of its first Publishing
Cormittec, I suppose I know ae much about its birth as anyonc now active in tho
Club. Howovor, 1931 is quito a whilo ago so. I rofreshed ny momory by browsing ‘
. through sorc of the early issues. In Noe 13, of Junc 1933, I found the following
'Editorial by Bronda Whitc, which is to tho point, so I quote it in fulle '

B , _ "EDITORIAL"
"Fhon the Publishing Committoc brought out tho first issuc of the "Bushwalkor™ «
in Juno, 1931, it was rather in tho naturc of an oxperimonte We thought it was
" high time a Clud of our standing hand somc kind of a papor, either official or-
unofficial, in which the merbers could ~ir thoir viows (and talents) in prose end -
song. On putting the matter to a Genoral Moeting, we rot with rather a disappointe
ingly lukewarm rocqgption - tho Club as & wholo did not scen inelined to teko up
the suggestion, so it was ours for =& private venturc. Helf = dozen enthusiasts
banded togothor, threw in the nucleus of & working fund,: and “Thc Bushwalker'! came
4into being, with Marje Hill es Editors

"o are greatly indobted, as oro so many others, to Mylos Dunphy for lots of
the spade mwork - in fact, on looking through No. 1 wo find thet it was entirely
written by Marj, Ronc Brownec, Taro and the over obliging and capcble Mylcs, who
elso m de arrangomonts for tho printing. - _ ; . s

_ "Marj., said in hor editoriel : 'Phis first publication is broucht forward
witn the hopo of futurc contimioue help 2nd patronage of our rembers; and in this
respect the Publishing Comnmittse invites them +o consider their verious exporiences
in the light of common intorcct to fellow members, snd to hand in eloarly written
gceounts, in serious or humcurous vein, togother with porsonmnl iterms or jokos -
concerning memberz or walkings, OConstant fonturocs of future issuce will be reports
~ of soeial ovents end equipmend soction.? #c did not know what kind of 2 roecption

our little onc would get, but hoped for thoe best = and, as sorctimes happons to
optimists, we were not disappointed. 8o wo geily went our way, worrying long-
suffering poople for contributions, end roally their chcerfulness under provocation
is amazing, end will probably oarn thom a roward whon thoy 'gather at thoe rivor!

(not the Kowrmng)e . o

"4t length we arrived at our little oncls first birthdayy. which wo celobrated :
in o fitting renner by issuing our First Amnual Number. A fow wecks later we 1
*rocoivéd a nasty jolt = a littlc pink poper mado its sppeoarenco in Sydnsy = .. .
frec, mrk you - and it boro on its titlo page the logond = 'The Hiker and :
Bushmalker's Socing we hnd not registored that pot word of ours, YBushualkor!,
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we could not prevent othsr people from ueing it, so we decided on the rechristening
of our infant and legel adoption by the Club, and now on its second birthday we
wish most sincerely to thank all those who have given their support, both literary
end financial." ’ R Y

© And now, in October, 1948, we have come to the Club's 21st birthday
celcbrations and this special issue of "Tho Sydnoy Bushwelker®, the ordinary issue
of September, 1948, having been Nos 166« Tho piblishing committoes certainly have
had the "eontinucus help end patronmage of our membors " ! But the nower members
may'yant to know more of the babyhood of our magozine « «

The "half e dozen enthusiasts" who bended together and became the first
Publishing Committcc of *The Bushwalker" wore :
, Misscs Marjorio Hill (Editor), Bronde White, Rono Browno and Dbrothy Lawry,
and Mre. Mylcs Dunphy. -t ’

To finance the journal we cach throw in 10/- which was rcfunded to us by
the Club whon it adoptod "The 8ydnoy Bushwalker™ es its official journzle No 8
of lst August, 1932, was the first issue to carry the new name and the Clubls
blessings In Noe 10 the nomes of Merjorio Hill and Bronde White changed placcs
end Brenda continucd to edit "The Sydney Bushwalker" until the beginning of 1936,
when she resigned in order to launch a magezinc for the Coest & Mountain Walkers-——
"Into the Blue®. Under Brenda Whitels cditorship it wes, of course, a sueccess from

the start.

'No. 23, of February 1935;jﬁés the last number to bear the names of the
original Publishing Committecs From No. 24, hpril 1935, we miss Marjorie Hill-
and Rene_Browne's_names, but gain'Marie Bylos, Graohan Harrison and Jdack Debert,

The First annua? Number to which Brende Whitc referred in her editorial
quoted abovc should not be eonfused with “The Bushwalker" annuals as we know them
nowe It was a duplicated number like all the rost of our Club magazines, with
the exception of the thrce printecd Annuals of "Phc Sydney Bush Welker® which the
S.B.W. published in April, 1934, Novembor, 1935, (instead of that Octobor as planned)
en?d Novembor, 1936,  In 1937 tho first Annuel publishod by tho NeS.W. Fedoration of
Bush Walking Clubs eppeared, as "Tho Bush Walker" and tho S.B.W. roetired from that

fields - : '

- Our Club magazinc used to appoar evory second month, and usuzlly sold at 1/
per copy, but ovory now and then wo found we had a slight surplus in kitty and that
the magazine wes a page or = smaller than usual, so that issuo would be sold et 9d
a copye This was how it was to the ond of 1936, but, if you havo a cormplote set of
megezines you will find thet, although thero is no breck in tho numbers, there was
no issuo in April,'1954, nor in October or Doeccmbor, 1935, - This was because the
Publishing Committce was then busy getting out tho printed "Annuals"e ' The 195§
issucs appeercd in Jonuary, March, May, July, September, but not Kovembor, again

because of the “Annual‘, '

. Undcr the ediﬁbrship of Marie Byles, who had followed Brendg White,. some
chenges werc redo in Jenuery, 1937 -~ A Salos Manegor (Bill Mullins) was.adopted
and annual subseriptions far the mpgazinc wero instituted; and the magezinc bocano
& quarterly instead of a bi-monthly publicatione Wy,

Tho 4pril, 1937, {No¢33) issuc was the first to earry a mapj our Fil st
advertisoment had appearcd in Noe 2, of April, 1931, and was thot of Mre Fo Ao
Pallin of 93 Bont Stroct, Lindficld. It steted thnt "a card to the addross bolow
will bring me into tho Club arny Friday." so evidently our rogazine is just a little

bit older than Paddy's businosse -
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Tolking of Noe 2, In the Social Notos there eppearodthe following 3 - .
My, .and Mrs. Roota ars to bo congratulatod on the birth of a Scne We hopo
ho will not put Gmynncth's noso out of joint too mich"e  4nd now Gwon and Devid
are both members of thc Clubl : : ' o

By 1957 Club mombors had beoccmo 80 used to thoir rrazine that thoy dil not
apprcciate its apponring only oncc overy threo ronths, so in Octobor of that yoar
sppoercd tho lzst "quarterly". and in Docorbor, 1937, we scw for the first time
"Phe Sydney Bushwalker® in 'its prosont form, cover and 21l Tho S.B.W. had
bought & duwlicatory Bill Mullins and his assistants had unlertakon to do the
work of proluctiony tho journal h2d bocome o ronthly, and it wl2 ot 32 & copyl

In April, 1938, Maric Byles rceignod the cditorship 28 eho was tusy with
proparations for hur trip 4o Wostorn China, end I mas tho olitor for the ncxt
four -years, but by thet tiro thc babyhood, and most of the growing pains, of
our Club magazino had pa esad into historye and in the €lub 11 rarﬂ,ngound withim
tho covors of thosc old issucs of *Pho. 8yincy Bushwalker® you will much Club ond
personzl history, and many heppy rermorics, ary Fritey ovoning that you earc to
browso thoree. -

 REFLECTIONS BY PADIY.

It wes e thing of shining beauty that first tonte My cobbor Dick end I hed
bought e Jozon yaris of alurminium pointed Airship fabric = a rermant from tho
1914-18 war. The tont was cut end leboriously foshionod on Mother's. sewing
pachine. Ite first trip was in Eastor 1919 through the Bnglish Lokos por puch
biko. Shortly eftor that I zot a job.in London and before long I was gt holts
with the Matron of tho YeMeCehAs for hanging o newly oilcd jepere sheet on’'e lino
on the flat roofe I must say eho had roascn to be upsot for tho wind had
unfortunatoly brought my preeious shect into contact with hor precious waghinge

In 1926 I arrivod in Sydnoy eni being e Boy Scott, I Boon found rmy way to tho
Scout Hoalquarters #nd tho Scout Shop. On onguiring after light weight:eemping
goary I was shom a 6x8 ealico tomt an? fly at which I uttcrcl the proseient romark
thet there was a2 wonderful opportunity for somcone 4o startMkin~ light weight
camping gear in Sydnocye _

Thoe scene changes, Wo pese lizhtly over a couplo of years spant in the-bush and!
then. back to the fleshpots of. 8ydnoye ' ; '

In October 1930 ry wifc and I sot out for a canoe trip Jown the Shoelhavens
On tho way out wo had rogistorod our votes in tho Statc Electione &t Marulan on
the Suniay“mornjlng, we learnci that Jack Lang had won tho cloctions We had en
oventful and enjoyablc trip Wt on returning tc the office I found @;hat Jack Bang
had so frightencd the finsncial institutions with his talk of & Capital I'.evy and
shat not thet ry particular financial institution had docidod it could Qisponse
with the. servicos of 20 or 80 .élcrks.‘\ T mes included in that 20¢° ’

I romomber to this day tho fooling of roliof I hd es the nous was broken to
moe I hotcd pen pushing snywaye I hed coro all the wey-fronm Englend &e Jodze it

an? thon lan?ced back to ite ind now I was frco agnine The futurc was derk’and
clouly but I folt =6 though a great weight had bcon 1iftcA. from my shoulderge
. Thon ceme back to

Know £or éertain that I wull nover roturn to zn-offico jobie n .
me .y .carlier thought zbout lightwcight camping goors Canping an? tho out=0*~doorsa
wes & pasaioﬁ-wit‘n mee I kiiow what was wantod and in o sort oflwe,y I kmew ho.w‘

to mako ite.
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~ The spare bedroom became the first Paddymade Workroom.. “A secondhand treadle
machine the first piece of machinery., Soon I was doing well enough to warrant
moving into the City and I rented a dingy room in George Street, I had hardly
moved in before the Government Sav1ny3 Bank suspended vayment which 1mmoblllsed
all my tlny capital.

‘ In the meantime my wife secured a job and helped to supplement my meagre
earnings.

In 1931, Ollver Wulf,then a lad of 15 joined me and he has been my right
hand man ever sinces -He is now doing the behind the scenes job of Factory .
Manager and is therefore seldom seen nowadays in the shope :

From the beglnnlnv the Sydney Bush Walkers showed a helpful interest in my -
enterprise and I must here record gratitude for the many kindnesses shown to me
by ‘members of the -Club,

In a way the growth of the "Paddymade® business is a reversal of the usual
law that Demand creates a Supplye In this case it was a question of Supply
creates a Demands Prior to my starting ‘in business if a porson wanted to go
bushwalking he had to mke his omn geare This naturally limited the number of
walkers to those who were able to mke thiuir own outfit or persuade a friond to
d it for thems Whon a supply of lightweight gear bccamo availablo, more poople
werc able to go walking, o

«+ As moro and more peoplc began to take to- Bushwalking, it became necessary to
explain the fundamental principles of thc gamo and after persuasion from my
friond Dick Graves, I wrote that 1littlc book which is known affoctionatoly as tho
Bushwalkers'Biblos Here again bushwalking and canoeing friends assisted with
contributionse - ' ' T

In 1952 thc'business was moved to largor .prcmiscs ‘at 312 George Street and 1n
1936 another move was mxde o tho presont addrosss

The war yoars intorruptod the flow of mtorials and put lots of spamocrs in -
the workss Bud walkers in common with the rost of the commnity were caught in
the whlrlpooI of war and somo alas nover rcturned.

We still fceel the effocts of mar and it may bo years before the orderly flow:
of mterials will bo resumcd, but bushwalking as a rccroation is growing in strength
from yecar to yoar. I foel very proud to sorveo the walking fraternity and to be
ablc in somc small measure to assist in the promotion of its welfarce

THE FIRST WALK DOWN THE COLO.
Maxwell Gentlee

The river flats of tho Hawkesbury, noar tho Colo junetion, fb cd some of
the first farm land in the colony of New South Walcse Local logond éhys that in
thoso-ocarly days, a stranger cntered the locality, his legs and arms bleeding and
his skin torn to shrecds by vines and jagged rockse Tho man had walked down the

Colo Rivore >
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© Littlo is kmown of tho carly history of the Colo, oxcept that it wes
considorcd as a possiblo railway routo to theWast, in thok ttor hglf of tast:

century. .

- According to a writor in tho 8ydnoy Herald of 1878, "thc Bluo Mountains rail -
way may have been a very finc thing to accomplishe The zig-zags, tho hugo
elimb, thc wonderful grodicnts, and tho snako-liko curves havo beon tho admiration
of tho unlcarnod, but thoy havo boen tho wondor of the skilled cngineor.

Sinco tho publisheod accounts of Mr. Townscnds remrkablo cxplorations in tho
Colo Valley, it has bcen reoalisecd thet a bettor and loss costly routo could havo
been founds There is an oxtre~ordinary diffcronce botween the oxisting zlg-zag
reilway, and all other reilways scen in Europc and olsowhcorce In these lattoer
cascs, the lines invariably run up a valloy on tho one sidoe, have thoir summit
lovel on the watershod 1ino and doseond by a vallay on the othor eido. On tho
Bluc Mountains ralway, tho stato of things is quito diffcront. Thc summit lovel
instead of boing at Rydal, thc truc watcrshcd line botween the coast wators and
the Marray tridutarics, is at Clarcnco, many milcs nearor Sydney. Instcad then,
of asconding 3000 fect in 75 milcs, the linc actually climbs 3000 fec* in 30
"miles, a most enormous 4 fferonce®, Co

Referring to the Cole Valley proposal, hc says "a practical route has.
actually beon pointed out, just whore onc would bo looked for, following up &
valley, and rising 3000 fect in 100 miloss .The proposel involvcs considerable
tunnelling, in which rospoct it rosombles thoso Europoan lincs, slrcady mentionede.
Lot us have the survey mde, as quickly as possiblec”. :

Seven-ycérs later, in 1885, a reilway route was survoycd up the Colo Vailey,.
.and & pack horse~track. constructod elong tho rivere - . o o

Itﬂwas in 1931 tha£‘£ﬁe late Gordon Smith and I started from'capértoe
Railway Station, on a walk to Kurrajong via the Colo valloye. '

Deybresk foundhs walking along tho roadway towerds Glon Alices It eircled
round the heeds of GCoco ercok, znd afteor passing under the shadow of spectacular
sandstoric walls, a more opon countryside was rceched over which werc scattered
numerous sheep stations. We had left the aptly termed Tower Mountain behind us,
and wore soon abreast of tho Red Rocks on our righte The conical Tyan Peak

appeared to the North, and it seemed'to bs tho highest mountain in the district.

On reaching the Capertee Rivor crossing, we left the Glon Alice road, and
followed that sluggish river downstroame The river itsoclf wae a chain of water-
" holes, fringed with river osks and occasionel willows. Along the broad flats we
passed acros of lucernc paddocks, and then decidcdto cemp a night on the river
bank dowmetroame Naturally, we folt very tired, having on that hot summor day,
‘walked 27 miles slong a hard rocky roade We carried only 40 1b packs but ® d no
gloep at all on the train journey of the provious nighte .

Wallking down the Capertoo‘river next morning the valley wes reminiscont of
Burragorang but here the cliffs roso higher and were much cleener cute An

sbendondd 0i1 Shale Mine was passed (it was later to beem
and soon we ‘reached the junction of the Running Streams Then a track L ECL

followed along thé southern bank of the Capertece for a further 5 miles emid the .
rugged grandeur of mighty sandetono wallse From this .point,
a brozk was scon in the sendstono walls on tho northern side of the valloye

Thoro was a basalt ridge loading up to ite

e the site of Glen Davis)

known as Barne's Plat,
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*.0n the following rorning this basalt ridgs was chosen as our way of sccess to
the higher sandstone tablelnnd beyond, because we wonted t6 clirmb Mt, Uraterer,
.which lay in the same direction. Late that afternoon it's summit was- reached and
we rested there to viem tho oxpansive eyeloramm, In the foreground was o mzo of

“wooded gullies and ¢liffs and erags. We congi dered the great outlrok for some
timos Nightfall found us -with cur tont under ‘the quince troos there and within a
foy yards of an ocxcellent spring. o o

Leaving Uraterer next day we found ocur way back to tho Baportce river efter
some difficulty and reached our campsite thore in the lato aftornoons

Following the Caportco downstroom, the bridls treek hugged the southorn
bank, 2nd saved us much time the next day.

- . Two miles baforec tho Wolgan junction tho track vmieshod and we plungecd into
- the roughest walkimg that we had up till this timo oxporionced. The banks wore -
formed of hoaped up bouldors, overgrown with biackborry, lawycr vinos, lantana -
and nottlcse It was an cnervating cxparience and aftor doing a milo and a helf in
four hours camp was made in tho only spot whoro it was possibld to lic downe -

: I suggested .giving up the venturce, but Gordon would not agrcc, 80 noxt
morning we pushed on to the inflow of tho Wolgane ol o
. Bolow this point the river assumcs tho namo of Colo and flows swiftly S
between huge boulders for onc mile aftor which thorc 18 e milo long strotch of
sandbank= a pleasant roliof, Scrambling ovar boulders and bashing our way N
through lawyor vines then became the order of things, alterncting with short -
strotchos of sand banke Frequont waist doep weding was ncegssary and on ono
oceasien I bccame alermed to soc.Gordon.knco doop in. quicksand. s

‘Tho cliffs on’ cither side now presanted g-moré‘brokon appearance and wo saw
gigentic sandstonc cevos at great hoights ebove the river, R

-~ Tho Wollomi creck was soon flowing in from tho north botwocon towering eliffs,
and we campcd far thc night ‘on a sand bar, hnlf a milc or so :furthor down the Colo.
-Noxt day, on continuing down tho river, thé sandbanks vanishod and we found that
£lambering over boulders was good for all round museular devolopmn te 7Tho sandstone
in places had a topping of ironstone which made it slipporye . .

" The Colo rivor is in the form of long smooth pools, alternating with rapids .
 whero the water flows through barriors-of rockse Thosc barriers were usually the
only practical crossing placose Thdgoing was frightfully rough and it scemed.
that around oach bond the incvitablc preecipico roso shoer out of the wator,
compelling us to cross to tho othcr sidee. T '

- Tho'mbnotony.of fock:ﬁopping was broken by 3 ;ougﬁ pgss:g@htgrggghb%aw§gr vines

' . ; vy di ointod in thc fact that the blackborry
323 gg%c§go§§gikgshcehc w§o§f§°t§§§¥d #i%gpgé?ch dnd ccls at this timo and .
grillod fish providcd e welcomec addition to our mormie ) .

At tho elosc of tho third day from Wollomi crook we roached the Wollangami®
jdnction'dnd we found that thc most scenic parts of the Colo had tRon.ibopn left'.
bohinde In most places tho towering walls of sandstono rosc almost from tho
watcrs edgs, but in placos o cliff facc of more modorato height w5 soomy ‘from tho
foot of which doscondod a forest elad slopo to the waters of tho Coloe :
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Below the Wollangembe junction tho old aurvoyors'pack horsc track wes
locatod on a stoop hillside on tho southorn gide of the Colo. It strayod from
the stroam and for a greet part of tho way wrigglad round the stcop hillsidos,
hundreds of feet aboves Bushcs had overgrom the track znd landslides oblitorated
large portions of it but wo monagod to follow it during the noxt two days dowm to
Armstrongb orenge orchard, just ahove Upper Coloce From this point a road lod to
Kurrejopge This was the complotion of our 11} deys walk from Caportco Reilway

Station via Mt. Uratoror and tha Colo Rivors .

THE TIGERS. ) :
B ) Dot Englishs

‘The Tigors huntcd as a pack for a briof throo yoorse The namo was given
~ them by admiring rabbits aftor a marsthon 70 milc trip from Wentworth Pells to
Cloudmeker znd back to Ketoomba via Corlon's Hoad {beforo pitons)s on Anzac
wock-ond 1937, 2nd thoy faded out by 1939 or 1940 as tho war got undovway and its
membors wero ocatterods

.. The leader was Gordon Smith, vocerifously assigted by Jack Deberts On the
original trip therc were these two, Hilm Galliotd, Max Gontlc (guide), Dave
Stoad, Bill MeCoskoer, Lon Scotlend, Alex Collay and Dot Englishe On later trips
thorc appoarcd a few additions in tho shape of Jess Mertin, Mery Stoddart,

Bert Whillicr, and later Tim Coffey, Irving Calnan end Bill Holl, and' a few
droppings-out oceurred in thd shapo of Bill MeCoskor and Len Seotland, but *heso
formod tho ruclous of a geng who werec off ovory wook-ond doing gollosal foats,
roports of which mdoe the moro tondor Bushwelkors quaile Somo'% trips which como
beck to mind arc swimming the upper Kormung, thc first assaulb on Arcthcusa
Ganyon, the upper Cox aftor bushfiro (criml), tho Clydo, Shozlhsvom, Wolgon and
Capertee, the Grose in Foeord timo, in Pact there was herdly a part on tho Blue Mts,

mep that didn*t sco us ono weok-ond or anothere

Smithy's tripse wore alweys woll orgenisods I cen only remambor one trip on
which wo missed the last train howmo from Katoomba, and that only by o fow mimuxtes '
boezuso ovoryonc?s watch was wronge Months of orgenising went on bofore our J-month
trip to New Zcalend in 1937. Only throe Tigors were gble to get the time off.

Our party of 8 gpent a month motoring ~nd sightescolng in tho North Island and

two months wd king and mountrineering in the South Island, and the whole trip,

inclusive of fares from Sydncy ond hiro of car, worked out at £30 for tho throo
montha, (That tust causo 2 bit of hdir=tcaring emong prosentedgy mombors

pontomplating a Now Zealend trip)e

swmilkor and hold most of tho long distance records

for Australine He wented to osteblish a 24=hour rocord for Australia, and
managod to por saado moat of the Tigers to bo in om ite Tho cvent took place
around a 2-mile measurcd coursc in Contommicl Park, from mid-ddy Saturdey %ill

md-day Smdays Smithy coverod 114 milos, Jack did 100, and Dve Stcad finiched
3rd with 80 Others of us who wishcd to get away thet night for a wock=-ond.

bushwelk did 30, 40 and 50 miloe boforo dashing off to Contral for our trains

. Aftor this eveont some of the Tigors gave tcmorary allogianco £d “the Road
Racing Club, and bushwalks were organiscd with o vicw to training for forﬁhcoming :
‘racing oventse Onc sich walk I romember was from Katoomba to Plcton one wook=on de=
82 milose Most of the crowd doenrtcd by an carly train, but Max Gentle, his
brothor Prank and mysclf couldn’t get away £111 letore We rentho 14 milea firom~
‘Wentworth Falls to Kill's Cottage in Burrcgorang and got therc ooon aftor darks

Smithy was a champion roa
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