5}

THE SYDNEY BUSHWALKER

A monthly Bulletln ‘of mattors of intore:" to the Sydney .
‘Bush Walkors, Q/- n"urooll_H 11, 256 Grown St., Sydncy.

No. 166 _>' - SEETEMBER, 1048 -7 Prico 6d.
Editorr‘l Alex Colloy, 55 Klrrlbllll Production Asst:  Pctor Price .°

_ Avenuc, Milson's Pt. . Balcs-and Subs: Betty Hurloy
Production and Busincss Managcr: ~ Typed by Jean Hervoy & Shirley King

Brian Harvey

R Page
Edltorl“l ~ The Planting of Troos o N T -1
At Our hugust Muocting e i T T 2
Social Notcs for Scptomber, 1948 FRRPURS D ST S 2

_Coolong, by Bdna Strotton & - . ooaado 3

- Speeial Annivorsary Issue = ° R R NI 4

- The Bank Holiday Scandal, by Jim Brown : 3
Mot Hlkor,“ by Diana Marmlon 3 Aty S 8
Sl“lePky Advt. o R T A 11

. GO 531p . .. , o . ‘ ll
"... -Bnaked and Ladders 12

1

Photographic Soctlon

K TDITORIAL

‘The Plantlng of Troe

In his lotter to tho' "Horalﬂ“ on '’ Au”ust 25th», Alun Wvborn sots out
cloarly somc of the clements of treo propogqtlon of which many walkors seom
quito ignorant. He points out that 'In many arcassestrec planting is -

~umnccessary as natural regencration is adle to pTOVldu more trees, elways
' allowing that heavy losses do not occur by gtorm, fire, pests, or bad
managerient. " The shibboleth which so readily comes to the tonguos of meny
walkers — the planting of two trocs for cvery onc cut down - is not only futile,
but diverts attontion fronm the main probloms  Even in thosc areas-where is.no
forost growth and thercforce no natural regencration the planting of trees,
though a big tasgk, is relatively mincr in the process of sylvicultures. Unles
the Ground has been propercd and protoction afforded from animals, and unless
~ the treos arc carcd for and protccted from firc thoy have little chance of
growing. = Even if the 1mp0051b1u procept of planting (and prow1ng) two trecs
for cvery onc cut down werc carricd out, futurc gencrations would beecome vory
hungry as the stoadily increasing trees ongroached on agricultural land.
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Another point brought forward by Alan Wyborn is that "As regards the con- ‘
servation of rare species of indigenous troes, like thc eedar, it Would seem
that their only haven is in national parks and primitive rcsorves". Tree owners, -
like most othcr pecople, profer money to scenery, and will soll their trccs for
cash. Protcsts against removal of timber from private land are not likely to
achicve anything. The ideal to strive for is reservation in primitive rescrves
and subscquont protection from fire. A

AT OUR AUGUST muTING

The President was in the Chair and there were about 30 members present. -
Two new members, Bill Gillam and Bill Hancock, were welcomed. -

After some discussion it was decided to hold next year's Photographic
Exhibition on a Friday night at some other location to be arranged (preferably
a well-1lit gallery) and that the Club Room be closed oh that night. The motion
was opposed by Mr. Hardie who said that the Photographic Section was having
things too much its own way ond was already costing the Club £6 a ycar. Mr.
Cotter, replyinr to these obscrvations, said that no doubt Mr. Hardie's exhibits
would be seen to best advantage in the dim llvnt of Ingersoll Hall

Whon the Narrow Necks discussion was roachod it ‘was reaolved that Mr. Herdie
should contact Mre. Compagnoni dircctly.

It was rcsolved that lotters of thanks be sent to Paddy Pallin , who
obtained wire for the fencing at Era, and to Mr. Doug. Ihv1dson, who provided
transport for tools, treces and cqulpmcnt.

It was docided that Phil Hall's prlvato subscrlptlon list for the "Save the
Children" Fund be keopt opon till the 2lst Birthday Party in tho hopo, it sccms,
that thc stingy would give out on that night.

Therc were no nominations for the offices'dfvVice—Presidont, Foderation
Delegatc, or substituts Federation Dolegate, which thercforc remain vacant.

The meeting, which was.one of the dullest on record, closed at 9.5‘p.m1

SOCIAL NOTES FOR SF‘PTn.l\z RER 1948 .

Those people who saw some of Marcel Siedler's work on a recent prograrme,
will be pleased to know that we will again have tke opportunity to see more of:
his films on 1llth Septembcr. Snow revellers w111 bo looking forward to his film
on Kosciusko, which is cxcellent. -

flc thought you'd like a free nloht on 24th September to prepare for that
super Eight Hour Wookend trip, and we think you nced a rost from social cvents,
for October is going to be a vory busy wmonthe. Scec you ut the 2lst Birthday
Party? \
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. man W‘h‘b‘ know"spméthing about the caves!

Se
CCOLONG .

By Edna Stretton.
‘Wle waited!

. Dunc stirred the simmnering stew. Her cooking was always delectable but
today not one of the three wglkers sitting around the. camp fire felt tempted.
Five hours had passed ‘since we had farewelled Reggie who, with food tied in'a
bundle, had set out, Dick Writtington fashion, for Yerranderie. The first hour
had passed quickly. We had tried to be-pheerful, talking over the events of the
earlier part of the trip -~ the Endrick, Shoalhaven, Bungonia, Joadja, Wollon-
dilly. Joan tried to make us see the humour in the washout causcd by a cloud-
burst on our Tirst day oub. But the voices became gradually softer. We stared

.. .8t the fire. Nobody had even bothcred to ask Dunc the recipe of her latcst dish,

and that was the usual thing when we saw her in her favourite position, bending
over the fire. "Joys of the trip and good things to. ecat werc only sccondary

i ;congiderati ons now, for at that very wmoment Mary was alone in the darkncss,

thinking“goodness knows what thoughts, alone, cold and migerablo, in the inncr-
most recesscs of that mountain - aloné in Mt. Coolongl

We waited!

, Rdggié'was_a.gbdd walker = one of the best. Eight miles from hore to
Yorranderio! . Eight miles back! ‘Three miles an hour! wHec should be back any

- momont. now! * Would he retum alone? He: mustn 't! " Surely he could find a leocal

1

. We iistCnéd{'ch stood! We prayed! One, two, &és; three fdrﬁs-rounded the

' bene on the crock. - Few words were spoken. There wero hio introductions. Nobody
. scomod to ‘carcs “The %wo-Btrangers»khow‘theibavcs_Wcll...ch, Reggio had contacted

the right men. 'Hoﬂqbcdmpanicd ond, -aiming to .scarch from the foot of the mountain
while Ibris wont with the othor, to begin.thei¥r' search from highor growd.

- We. waited!
That morning vwc had made camp on Lermmigen's Creck. We were -all excited.

Aftor tonts were hurricdly pitchod, we scampercd off to exploro the caves. Tho
old trece stump, with yards of string attached, at the entrance bore ovidence of

. many such excursions. This should have beon sufficiont warning for us to *ake

precautions. But we ignored it and saw no denger in ow adventure. Besides, Mary
had been in the caves before; and didn'™ we have matches, a candle and twse torcheos?
Surecly string was not nccossary ! ‘

It was indoecd thrilling! Tho cave was large end soft underfoot and ore  did

not have to bo a student of geology to admire the dolicate formation of tho lime-

stone- thrown into rolief by the steady flare of the candlce 'This was bcttcr'than
Jonolan! We were our om guides! - We supplicd our omn lighting! Wo claspod

~hands and walked further into the meuntsin. By the time we reschcd King's Cross,

a grand column in the centre of the cave, marking the branching of the main tunnel,
we thought it timc to turn back. The maze of frosh tunncls bewildered us. ‘Dare
we go into one of thom? Remember, we hed no, string!  But what was that Mary was
saying?  Penelope's Bower? We just had to see it! Oh, yes, we must’ sco Pend--
lope's Bower! 'Twas not very far - - Just a short distancc .along the passago on

the right. We followed our guido, but Penclopc's Bower that day was never more
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elusives We should return! The candle had burnt to a small stump, the matches =
were almost spent, and our torch was useless. Heng Penelope's Bower! We must go

back! We halted, extinguished the candle and held a consultation in the dark.

Bats flew ower our heads indignant that their home should be invaded. But P
Penelope's Bowsr won. It was 8ver so close now, and just to prove it, Mary

squeezed through & small-aperture and called Lo us to follow. We refuscd and

begged hor to rcturn. But she insisted. - Her sprigs could be heard scraping on

the roof of thc passage in which we wore. sbanding. - We shouted. No enswer. We

sat down and waited, for half an hour bhefore turning back to find our own way oube.
Reggic loft us huddled together while he, taking the only means of illumination,
ondecavoured to find tho passage oub. We yaited for what secmod houxs, then

suddonly the silence was shattered by a whoop of joy and wo heard Reggic scampcr—

ing back towards us, yolling thet he had found the opening.

" That had happonod scven hours ago. Reggio had been to Yerranderic and back
sincc then and-now that help had comc, our anxicty was lcss great. :

WO'WQitod!

We listened! We stood! We prayed! One, two, throe, four, yes, five people
came into views Mary had been found)  She was out! We huggoed her, sat her
down bofore tho fire while Dunc piled her platc with food. We asked her a few
questions and loarnt of hor cxperiences only through her voluntary convcrsation.
Did she think shc would be found? Yes, Mery had rcalisod what Reggic would do.
What had she donc in there?  Too dfraid to move sho had sat in the onc spot and
uscd the remainder of the candle and matches whon the intensc cold besamc unboar-
ablo. She had oven tricd.to light a firc by rubbing, aboriginal fashion, her
straw hat over her hobnails. But this was not successful. . Bhe sang, cxhausting
her ontire reportoire and then scttled dowm to woit, wait, wait. ~ Thon help camo!
Shc was all right now. ‘

The two strangers had returncd to- Yorranderie, gonorously rowarded. We lay -
around the fire gazing up at the dbright: stars, concontrating on the following
day's walk so as to oblitcrate the foars of what might have happencd had Reggic
not contacted.those two mon. Only Mary's quict sobbing. broke the stillness of
the night. . : '

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY. ISSIE.

Next month (October) there will be o special ‘Anniversary issuc of the
Magazince 01d mombers arc invited to conbrilutc,articles on walks or Club
happenings. There is no-restriction on longth, nor does it mettor if tho walk
or incidont described has now faded out. of Club memory - 28 long as it is an
intoresting yarn it will interost the' nower members end be much apprcciated by the
old members. If you think there is:a possibility of your article being duplicated,
i.0. Of somoonc clse picking on the samc topic, it may be as well to got in touch
with the Editor (addrces,:.see Page 1). It would be- appreciated if any such
articles wore sént in’ by the ‘middle of.Beptember, so as to give the typiste a
chonce to start work, but they will be accepted up to the. end of September.

Arthur Gilroy esdvises thét5h§,will’be:1§géing a‘phoﬁogfdpﬁic:ramblc ~ Bimlow
4o Wontworth Falls on 10-11-12th Septomber. The train is tho‘5921 on Friday night.



THE BANK HOLIDAY SOANDAL.
| By Jim Brown.

Come to' think of 1%, [ supposc it's a rscket if you're of the lciesured :
group to whom Bank Holiday 'is in fact -a holiday: from which it follews that if
you get Bank Holiday you're & -rackehbceri -ond that may-cxplain all tho ramps,
snaros and delusions that waccompaniod my Bank Holiday trip this ydar. -

Thore was, of coursc; » PWF Lshind it ail {sec Glossary ). With thc guile
which charactoriscs the specias, she approached me quite some time beforc and
with honcyed words induced mc to participatc in a Bank Holiday jaunt from Bell
to Leura via Mt.King Goorgo, Pages' Pass and Lockley's Pylon. Now all these
‘checking points were ncw ground, so I rejoiced exccedingly. Thorein lies one

. famcot of thce racket. The PWF, having the support of onc rcasonably solid citigon,
‘procccds to propagandizc and shamclessly amploys the simple, honest fellow to

coax others to join.

At all ovonts during the cnsuing wceks I approached quito a number oft
possible comers but they, being thomsclves reeipionts .of Bank Holiday and so well
versed in all the ramps, graciously withdrew, so that it ultimatcly fell to the
PWF to rdlly the ranks. This was donc with tho gently ruthless efficicncy of the
breced so that by the Friday evening we appearcd to numbor ninc. Since anothor
oqually PWF had organiscd an oppbsition trip down the Nattai and lurcd away some ‘
of ow potentials, it was quite a creditable piloce of organising. All done by
kindnces and a PWF. ‘ ‘ :

 It had boon arranged that I should iz out ahcad on Saturday morning end
cstablish camp at thc top of Page's Pass, also try to find the Pass, which was

reported to boe somewhat elusive. 8o I wont west by No«93 - the 8.40 a.m.
Lithgow train to you, alighted at Beil and bashed out the sixmiles along the road.
On the way threo vohicles passcd - two small cars heavily loaded and a mad Don R.

The cars offercd no lift: tho cyclist cut down from = cruising 70 to a sluggish
45 or so and bawlod out about a pillion ride. I screamed thanks, I_wasn‘t going
far, and praycd to bc forgiven my spall white lie. :

For the information of thosé who follow, I should note the folldwing. Road
not as shown =-. now military highway, cloaves through hills instecad of around
contours, often follows the original Bell!s line of Road, shown -as dotted line on
military map. .At present, head of Pass markod by & kind of caravan affair on
right hand side of road. Fair cemping ground near the caravan provided wind not
strong. Water point abott 50, feot down gully to cast caravan: top of Pass is now
almost a road about 30 y~rds west caravan: ‘

Réaching the point about 2.30, T recomoitred the Pass immedistely: it's so
easy that I had followed it to the point where it emerges from a cleft at the foot

" of the cliffs in less than ‘twenty minubcs, and was back by the caravan by 5415.

This allowed. oodles of tlme to cgtablish camp, but I wasted much of it on the

opposite side of the main road, where there's water and almost an embarrassing
amount of firewood, but the ground alternates between naked, knobbly clay and

patches of quagmire. On finding the tiny spring ncar the caravan there was no
doubt about the bost placo to bung up the tent. :

Three cooking fircs had just been kindled whon the rackctcers arrived
unexpectodly: thac sound of a heavy duty ongine brought me running to the road,
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but the tourist car was past. Fortunately PWF have bright, keen cyes as a rule,
and my shoot of newspaper impaled at the roadside fotched them up short. We were.
eight, including three PWF (Misses Hardy, the original of the specics, Mowbray
and Bardon). I was dismayed that Dot Butler hadn't been able to meke it -~ the
weak women would be able to romain unashamedly weak. For the rcst - Eric Rowen,
Ira Butler, Gil Webb and guest Bob Dearden. :

- As o party we worc incredibly good at getting cstablished (i found later not
so hot at gotting moving). I led a bucket brigade to the spring before light
faded, tonts blossomod around the caraven, and in wonderful timc toa was ready.

Ono minor rackect noted - our food list said peas -~ the pot produced cauli-
flower. But with poas at 1/9d. por 1b. I focl some slight remorse at- even mention-

ing this.:

~ The evening was incredibly mild and still for 3,000' on an cxposcd spur on
the last dgy of July. We had a comfortable sing-song about the fire, no dow or
frost settled, we dept warmly. o - : :

With rocollections of a 5.50 reveille and breakfast by moonlight and a -
~westerly galc the previous, Bank Holiday wock-ond (supcrvised by First Light
Bransdon) it secmed almost luxury to de-tent at 7.0, and Norma Barden cmerged
muchletor gloating "I can get up an hour after Kath end still be rcady to move
off at the same time". I wondered if Miss Barden's icoberg colleaguc was porhaps
responsible for hér relative efficicncy: of a winter's morning I'm immobilised
for the first half hour, stare moroscly into the firc and broak up little twigs,
beginning to vaguely rcscmble a normal human being after being fed. This does
not measurably assist my food party. e

Loaving packs we paid our respects to Mt. King George, finding boautiful
camping spots just bclow the crest of the mountain wherc no one is .likcly. to want

to camp anyway, roturned to the caraven and made the descent of Page's Pass to
lunch on the Grose. ' - : o o

Page's is quite a good Pass: two landslides arc fairly easily outflanked,
and if the trail should be mislaid in cne of its less defincd spots, the ridge it
follows bolow the cliff face is casily negotiablo. Somcone has madoe an experi-
mental coal mining shaft a short distancc below the walls, close to the first of
the slides. - '

" Lunch contained onc small discornible racket. The food 1list said ham:
instéad we had corned beef and sausage. I could almost forgive this in the beauty
of the aftornoon walk down the Grose, with superb tawny cliffs to make one marvel
" that there could be any way down at all, and tho-sun putting a bluc glittcr on
the gum leaf, und tinting the casuarinas a emoky olive-brown. It was romarkablo,
however, how Blue Gum Forest continued to turn on = "prosperity" act: according
4o the leader it was invariably just around tho corncr. Not so romarkable was tho
msnner in which Nos.29 and 30 of the Eastor-Kowmung trip (vidé April Magazinc)
became Nos.7 end 8 at this stage.

Night in Bluc Gum with the fircs painting the tall pale masts of the forest
is ever dreamlike and sublime, and the PWF uscd it to good adventage (having
adequately fed the brute in accordance with food 1ist). Do we go out via Lockley's
or do we go out thc easy way by Grand Canyon? How did she guess thaet I am not to
be driven bub can be coaxed and gontled into doing anything? At all cvents, the
more she talked Lockley's the more insistont I became in doing Grand Canyon. Like
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the 0ld woman, we swept the dust around in ths hope it would get lost, until ~
at length I plumped for Grand Canyon, and made everyone happy.

The highlight of Monday morning was Norma Barden's lovely, lovely, Holeproof
hosiery, but of that the least said the better. Ask Zric if you mist know more,
for I must consider the Editor's space limitation.

At least, if cheated of Lockley's, I contrived to take the party up Govett's
Leap Creck on the wrong side most of the way, and my exquisite revenge came at
lunch time, when we halted in the clammy green vale just below the junction of
Grand Canyon and Evan's Lookout tracks. Cold! We just couldn't find e tiny
finger of sunlight, and the dripping jungle wrapped us in shivrous airs. The
malcs shaved ~ a rasping, bloody business « and.we shoved on, chasing the sun
as smartly as possible. Nos.7 and 8 were well in tho rear, and the aftcrnpon
developed into a race between tho benison of the sun and the progress of the
tail; there werc timecs whon we waited for them but were forced on by frigid
shadows bcforc they came within haill. o

Bc it admitted they had the propricty to join us in the last stagger into
Blackhoath, whero wo carricd out onc of thosc quitc irrcconcilable oporations
which only bushwalkers can manage with dignity. We quaffod a noggin or two in
the nicely appointed lounge of tho pub opposite the station - thon bought fish
and chips wrappcd in ncwspaper, and ate on the railway station.

Wo sang the old familiar walking songs in the train, and prescntly subsided
into slumbrous positions. Arrived in Contral we pauscd beforc going our various
way to voicc a word of thanks for a wonderful weckend to the PWF loader. She, of
coursc, smilingly disclaimed eny credit with disarming modesty, so that we all
bocame ridiculously profusc in our proitcstations, and went off feoling most
inspgired and clevated by our own graciousncss.

For my part, I wés still feeling slipghtly intoxicatod with my nobility as I
joined my clectric train, until I heard the whools chatbering "Didn't do
Lockley 'sess. Didn't do Lockley's «ess’” -

Oh, well, it was just onc morc rackeb.

_GLOSSARY .
PWF -~ Poor weak fomale.
(Authority - R. Braithwaite.)

SNOWY RIVER .SCREENING.

The Snowy, Wollondilly - Burragorang Valley and Williams River Kodachrome
colour movic films will b. scrcencd at the Shell Theatrottc, Shell Housc,
Carringbon Strcet, ncar Wynyard, at 8 pemes on Friday, Scptomber 17th ONLY.

Subscription tickots of 3/= cach obtainablc from Gordon Ballard in the
Club Rooms or from Paddy Pallin.

Support our advertiscrs - thoy support us!
And don't forget to mention this Magazine.



~ "LOST HIKER".

. Aftor roading egein the familiar hoadlines, word pattorns and cliches
which tho prcss uges for: roporting overdue walkers, wo invitod Miss
Mermion to lot us havo hor oin story, so that the S.B.W. at loast
would know what happencd. Her doscription was as follows :

Tt socms that noarly overy time the Pross- reports "missing hikers", and
policc and voluntcer-scarch parties’prepare to sally forth in.the wildsy the : ..
supposcdly missing prrty turns up, perhaps a day or .so overduc, and expresses .
groat surprise at being the object of an organised séarchs So thet ambing you -
'readers there aro'Vary likecly somo who, like mysclf, have éxpcfidncﬁd tHE o bar e,
assment of that position. E o ' [ sl s

Becausc the Press sbrives for sensationalism at all costs, perhaps you would:
1ike to hear "from the horsc's mouth" sbout tho Case of the Missing Hikers n0o

Thrée of us from the Sydncy University BushWalkers decided to $pend threo
days of the University vacation welking from Rocky Tops on the Kanangra:Road; @ L
dowm Misory Ridge, along tho:Kowmung, up Church Oreck, and so to Yerrandérie.' On
. tho Friday hight, wo taxied from Blackhcath 4o an iron hut somollu’miIGSEé‘ohg'mif

the Kanangra Road from Jenolan Caves, wherc we slopt that night. 7% T it

Early Saturday moming saw us baking to the road through the heavy mouritgin
frost and climbing to tho Tops themsclves, inspeeting. tho' glorious vista ofvicws
to tho north, cast and south. Thon we turncd duc south, making . for the top of : -
Misory Ridgo throuwgh the scrub, using map and compass. We-str@ck'what-wasﬁ S
apparently ‘the blaged trail (marked on the map) from the road to Miserysso,after
a cheocrful smoke-oh, fammeod out some hundred yards apart to pick'upnﬁirthérg'g
blazes, .The scrub was thick, end it was all too easy to losc sight of cach other -
which is ‘just what happened. At this point, had I only forescen what would
heppen,” I should either have stood still or turncd back to:.the.road. Such a :
course of action did not occur to mc, unfortunately for the secrchers that were to
come, and aftor cocce-ing into the raging wind, and inspecting-the scrub from the
top of a few hillocks, I tramped on southwards, to the top of Miscrys cxpccting all
the timo that thc othor two would do the samc. Therc was no sign of them at the
- top, so down I wont. What a ridge - it is aptly named, indced. Masscs of

prickly scrub, and precipitous rocky cliffs nccossitating a bit of contour crawling.

Somewhere at this stage I must have dropped my maps which had been stuck in my
bolt to facilitetc the constant rcforonces to it. Uscless, of coursc, to Yook for
i4. Aftcr throc hours of sliding and scrrmbling ceme the sublime focling we all
know of scoing the bcautiful Kowmung just bolow. What, still no Ian and Harold?

Actually I struck the Kowmung just wherc Matheson's Crock joins it; 1 must
have loft Miscry Ridge ® mewhero on the way down if I was over on it. It was
5,30, and I expoctod the other two eny time. I 1it a roaring firc on the groon

bank, 1cft o note under a stonc tolling thom I would wait a.milc or so downstrcam,

and moved on, lecaving & trail of arrowss ~That night I spent a yard from the cdge
of & moonlit and wonderfully peacefuls river, curled around a. firc. "The others”,
I thought "must have gone back to the hut vhen they misscd o, but they will
follow on down this morning". - So another littlc note: "Ian and Harold. Will
move slowly down the river, waiting for you to catch me. How are you getting on
without the tea and sugar?  You ought to try dricd potato without salt. Plan to
reach Church Crcck by tonight, if I can rccognisc it without a map”.

1
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And so a whole day of slow prOTrcss along the- banks of the Kowmung. It
was fairly rough going, with much rock&hopplnf eand an apparcntly infinite number
of crossings. Thore is no sort of track for the first few milcs cast of Miscry
Ridge, and thosc ncottlcs! What a calamity, on onc of the crossings (many of
which worc waist—docp for mo) when I lost my footing and "drowned" my watch!
Thoro wont my means of ostimating progress and of finding north.(No, no compass.)

Thero 1s ono fascinating placc, which I imagine to be Rudder's Rift, whon
the river concontrates itsclf into a turbulent stream only a few feet wide and
plunges down into a groet funnol of rock with a deopthroated roar. That is one
of the parts rather difficult to pass.

‘ On the lighter side, whon I stopped at about midday that day I was getting
cold, so decided to dry out my wot shorts by the firc. Thoy worc hangly limply
on a log, whon along came onc of thosc mighty blasts of wind which so character—

ised the Kowmung that wookend, and my shorts wore in tho fire. Had anyonc scen
me dressod in thom during the next two days (which they didn't) they would have
had a good laugh at llttlo Orphan Annie in the most tatterod, hole-riddled shorts
cvor sccns

. In botweoen singing all the songs I knew to myself, wondering about my two
mates, and cnthusing over wallabies and rabbits, I would study my mental picture
of tho map, trying to visualise how much of the Kowmung I had still to cover.

The montal image let me down badly, for I campod that night at the ontrance of a
‘ereck which I tock to be either Lannigan's or Church Oreck, but which actually
was o little crcck some five miles upstream from Lamnigan's. Here I slept in a
gale with my groundshect pulled over mo to kcop off the occasional Titful showers
of rains Botween ghowors, I was able to get my bearings from the Southorn Cross.
At the top I beliove it snowed that night, and the nowspapers were giving Sydney
pOOplo visions of a womm hiker's body, lightly clad and of course without slecp-
ing bag or anything inthc way of equipment, being covered by the falling' snow.
Had I had any inkling of thc headlince of thc following day, I should certainly
havo slcpt less soundly.

Morning came, clcar and cold. It was a gamblc, but I thought I'd go up the
crocks Another little note telling Ian and Harold my plans. It was the sixth and
last of the sorics of notes scribbled on cigarctte packets and paper bags, which
togethor with ny many arrows must have amuscd tho scarch parties which followed
two days later. What a droadful creck I chosc to c¢limb! I chascd helf a dozen
cattlec up the first fow hundred feet, until it bocame too steop for thom and the
dumb crcaturcs lct me passe For a long time it mecant scrambling on all fours,
clutching at tufts of grass and bushcs ' ask the unfortunate search party who
- followed it upl! It was obvious that I had gambled on the wrong creck. At last
came the very top, and the rather frightoning vista of mile upon mile of rolling
hills and valleys strotching to the south and cast with never a sign of civilisa-

tion. Then I recognised Mbunt Colong, and decided to makc for it; though I did
not like the look of what lay in betwecn.

Rather dopresscd, I plunged down. into the next gorge = Waterfall Creek -
and atc som¢ sultanas at the bottom. Strange how onc losos onc's appetite when
forced to live on uninteresting food like bread, bacon, and sultanas for three
days. At the top of the next ridge, I thought I was having hallucinations, for
there was a car track, cven to the trecad of a tyre mark somc wecks oldl  Tho
track scomed to be running duc cast,oxactly what I wanteds I rcasoncd thet it must
be the Obcron Stock-route, which I had thought to be much further south.
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Singing blithely, and thinking. "Yorrandoric. tonight!, T strodo out along
the track which kceps to the tops ¢f all . the ridges end supplies some truly
nagnificent views. I must have followed it for about six hours. It scomod
unwisc to locave the blazed track and hunt for Colong saddle or Oolon swamp and
so to. roach Yerranderie by the river track. Had I only left the Kowmung v1a
.Lannigan 's -Crock I would have been in Ycrrqndorlc that aftornoon. As; it was, I
was dotermined to roach somo form of. 01v1llsatlon, as I thourht If'I did not
arrive that nlfht, poople might bogin to Worry..

Sovoral hours after dark, the vleam of an 1ron roof was a wolcomc 51fht.
chargod down tho hill, to the nusic of barking dogs, and found %o my qnnoyanco
that the occupants wore zway for tho nidht. Havine lot mysclf in, I rang at
their telephono to no availy the oxchanpe being closcd. - So,, too tired cven to
oat, I fcll aslcep on a bod on the verandah. At dawm, I tricd tho phone again,
~and decided to walk on. I dismisscd the idearof following tho tclophonc linc
into Yorrandorlo, as it secnmed certaln that the stocL routo wculd strlko tho
maln road soon. : o : :
_ It was 9 o lelock when the road brought mo to Bln ﬂlll, a vory ploasant
locking cattlo stations I rang tho postmistross at Yorrandoric, not know1ng
quitc how to ask hor whother two tushwalkers had boon onguiring for me. . She
“ quite stunncd me by her excited. story abcut somrch: partles.‘ Needloss to say-I
was horrificd, but the. roactlon of the klnd old farmer was fYou don't ‘sayl
Have a cup of tca : SO

The threo days lono poace“ulnpss ended in- a panlc of worry and dlsmay.
From the momont I reached the main road to Cemden, I was bescigod by reporters
“and photovraphors.‘ And you know the rést - tho oyaggcratod and llstortod
gccounto that had nows valuo for =y day o

Tho wholg unfortunate Oplsodc was nobody 8 fault, and my only regrcts are.
thqt the pross causcd such an unnecegsary panicy ‘and that I-did not manage to
'phone Yerranderie in time to stop most of the search parties sottlng off from
*‘Cavcs Hougo. - :

Notorlotj,ﬁit'soems, is easy to-achicve.

"JACK AND JILL GO.UP THE HILL
AND FETCH A PAIL OF WATER.

Thc trcos at Era w111, at loast durlnv the surmor months, appr001ato a drlnk
now and then. If you arc down thores arrange s watoring narty and don't forget
thoso. troos right up the hill - tncy ncod tho water most. '

Romozocr, when you are cngoylng yoursolf ab’ mra, don't let the troos be. sad
' _for lack of thor.

- THE FEIERATION AWNUAL REUNION will be held. at "Morolla Karong (on Myuna Oreck,
ficar Junction with Hoathcoto Crcok qnd about onc milc below Kingfisher Crock) on
18th and 19th Soptorbcr. ; All walkers arc Wclcomc, whether or: not thoy belong to

a Club.




=t
=
L]

ERAREANEAAEEEELECACEANEEEAAAEARAAAARAGBEPARALACANPERACCDEARERE
@ C e T | | @
rg‘AIKE YOU REQUIRING TRANSPORT., @
D . . s { T = @
@ FPROM BLACKHEATH®? 2 2. @
@ T T @
@ g o @
@ RING OR WRITE @
@ T T @
@ | S , @
@ STIEDLECKY!'S TAXI AND TOURIST SERVICE: @
@ _ -~ s e e o it @
| % 116 STATION STREET, BLACKHEATH. @
. . ‘ : Tt ) N K @
@ ) L . _ ] ‘ s - @
g 'PHONE BLACKHEATH 81 OR 146  LOOK FOR TAXI 3210 1. @
R N o - m @
,g‘ OR BOOK AT SIMOND RADIO - OPP., STATION, e
E : . STION 10 - 0PP. STallOB. e
@ @
@ @

‘ . ‘ - . .. @
BRAPARAEOEAAERENOCOARNEEARNERAERANEAIEAEOAREIEEALECEERRBEEEER

Our spy not-work (the oyes, oars and noso of tho SeB.W.) hes ﬁissoaﬁnone;_
of thy stirring events surrounding Pcg Bransdon's mishap.  First, from that :
sinister slouth known by the codo name "The Pain in.tho Trein" we have the .follow-

ing description of the Bransdon Bruisos :

. "It happonod on Sunday 2nd August. DNattal River near tho junction with
Wanganderry Crcck tho placc. Peg cemo to griof through sbopping into g wombat's
‘holc, and, as .wo thought, spraining her ankie. Tho victinm managed to hobble
" back to Contos! farm,. 4 miles from Hill Top, whore motor transport was obtained

to tho station. The rcmafﬁdgr'of-Baﬁk Holidey was spent in rest and sunbathing
(non-nude). .~ B ' T . B B

ks On the following Tucsday, mulga wires buzzed with the ncws that Miss
‘Bransdon was @t her cffico desk as usual. But ————"as the injury swellcd
larger, it boeamc necessary %o consult a medico, who, with the aid of various
gadgots, diagnoscd the swolling as a fracturc:at the bottom of the tibia, and
promptly put the limb in plastor.” o R

Further developments wore rOpbfted by~Quf very sccroet agent KBXXX, who sent the
following codc message : - .

"Onco upon a time there was a happy and contented walker who also had
certain ideas on the culinary arte Verily he was tho king of custard mekers and -
his famc spread through the land. From Macdonaldtown to Mulliggtamny he was
known o6 tho custard king. -Thon it camo to pass that ‘a fair maiden was

"insbructed 'in the arts by the king and many werc the sighs of satisfaction as ho
lay back and .watched hio monls propared for him.in tho style to ‘which he was
sccustorcd. EBut sad to rclate an ovil spirit took advantage of his abscnceo
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from a walk and did strikec his partner a foul blow. And thero was weeping and
gnashing of tcoth (no toaring of hair) and the kin* did sally forth on a walk -
with.the intention of practicing his lost art. And so I sayeth to you, when
noxt you sco tle king do not mention custard for he hath fallen on ovil days.

A firm that doth manufacturc a brew cdllcth CLAG haih presented him with legnl
document chargl 7 him with 1nfr1ngemcnt of patonts and 1lloga1 manufacture of
their product.”

Confirmetion of the scrious nature of the accident came from our ageht ‘"Meershaun"
who roported :

"Soon the 0.F+ (wo may roveal that this stands for "OLd Fox") realised that
for the first time in yecars there was no cook in his food party, no one to
provido him with such palate-tempting delicacics as dried bananas, raisins, or
dates, no onc to propare seven differcnt kinds of vegotables or throo choicos:
in sweccts. No slave to put more salt in this, or watcr in that, cook this a
bit longer, sbir the porridge or beet tho milk. After & frugal moal Ho might
havo to rotirc to bed with only a scant covering of bracken. From this the cold
night drive him at four in ‘the nornlng to ‘propare the oatmeal of his heart's
dosiros The outlook in the fox's tont was, in a word, grim. But in quick time
(impartial obscrvers say 10 minutos) the horizon was clearcd and the sun shono. -
A cook (of tho fair gox) had beon sccured.” .

In reply to our urgent Tclogran asking the oxact meaning of the word "fair" and,
if it meant fomale roquesting full details of tho tactics cmployed, we rocelved
the following advico .

"on your necxt private walk load yourself up with juicy oranges, some Oxo
cubes and a block of Cartmello ar séme such sweotmeat. The leader will probably
- get lost .and run you along the wrong rldgo and wrong ridges are always dry

placcss Your likoly prospect will get very thirsty so whip out the.oranges and-
carcfully hldc the pecle The demsel will acecept them very gratefully.

:8uch vogctarlan food isg notorlously unsustaining and when thc leader has at
last found thé right creok nothing is more nourlshlng than & hot cup of beof tea.
If she offers.to wash up your plans are nearing fulfilment. OFf cow se, you will
have to ‘run for the train and when she sinks into a seat it's time to blow in her
-car’in rcal carnests Producce the chocolate and a cook is caught.

After that it is only a matter of‘keeplng her from the foxes, tlgcrs or the
siron-liko vegos, who don't cook anyway

Poggy 5 leg did you say9 Oh -yés,; we had forgotten. It is d01ng well and
will probably be out of plaster by the time thls goes to press

_ To the amatour slouth the case is now proved, but llsten to thls further
roeport from KBXXX :

"Dynamitc is milds Comparing him one can only think in terms of atomic
energy. One could go further amd predict that mention in your colums will be
only a fororunner of promotion toithe pages of a.Sunday Journal notorious for ‘
reporting suchdolngs. Somicone murmirs "The grecn—-eyed monster". All that can be
said to that allegation is* "tlsh" and meybe "tosh's Lot's lay the facts before you
and 1ot you be tho Judgo : C ok
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The monade first appearcd on the very public private walk on July 4th.

Result was, two fair-haircd demscls; after only ono welk and onc appearance
in tho Club, have disappoarcd from our kon.

Think of-yourzaohing.fbot ard cast your nind back to the Clubroom Dance -
on July.30th. Onc walkcr wes inecautious cnoush to bring his girl friond to the
‘do. Rosult = one girl friond dazzlod by a barragc on flora, fauna, classical
music and geology. Admitbing that the girl's escort was allowod. one dance,

dash it all, its hardly crickct.

Ego inflated by his succcssos the monace roxt appbafod on Mafgardt‘ﬁransdon’s
Bank Holiday weckend walke " No insinuations mind you, just the factss Mergarot
has not been scoen sinco.' ' ‘ : R

) mmememem () meme——

A recent issue of the Campbelltown locnl paper with disturbing reports of
nipht prowlers and sugzostions of forming vigilantes arousecd the intercst-of .
locels. Furthor investigation revealed that it wes morcly Pegran's Pilgrims
stoaling into the township under the blessed:cloak of nirht.: Tho Pilgrims
ckplanation was, the day was so. lovely and the company socongenialy; that thoy
woro loth to return tc the smoky suburbs. R I

No, tho crewd of pcople juggling largo rocks in the bush ncar Hoathcote -
woPe not membors of a weight lifting club.: Belicve . it .or not they woro members
and prospcctive membors of the S.BeW. Tho blame must be laid ot the feot of
Max Gontlc and if much more intercst is arousod it will be nccessary to include
s weight liftcr's scetion in the Club. Any noninations. for tho comrittee
gratefully roccived, with tho cxccption of -the Presidency, which is being rosecrved
for Dormic. S : : : -

9] O

Five walkors arrived at Hill Top Station and, to whiloc away the couple of
hours umtil train tirc, procccded to "Do over" tho local storc in scarch of tasty
cdibles and scarcc goodss Noting that the party congisted of 2 ladies and 3 gonts
(we usc thec torms advisedly) the matron in charge, doubtleoss with vivid momorics
of hor picnicking days, inquircd "Who's the zoosoborry?" Poor misguidod woman!
Little docs she know thet there's no time for "osoborrios" or'pgooscberrying”

on most of our walks!

Fashion Note: The one bright spot in the August ncebing was the arrival of
Billy Taplin clad in groen corded velvet slacks, a yollow "Sloppy Joe", a green
searf with a motif of osculntins ladios, brom sucde shocs and ycllow sox. A
wolf whistloc fromthe conservationists on the front benches? No, no, it couldn't
be! o ‘ :

When Eric Rowen arrived at Kilcare on his Bouddi trip, without steak for
the evening mcal, or:atorch, and- when .tho eight or so mombors and teon prospecctives
showed signs of robcllion, . the situation was acutc. But, being o man of action,
he- appointed a dcputyaleaﬂcr“to'cdnduqt.tho party to the night's canp site and,
after waiting an hour on ther wharf, the steak and torch arrived in the pack of
Norme Barden. Bub for a timc it leoked as if he would be in the samc unfortunate
prodicament as tho CeFe :

Qo - [¢]
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SNAKES. AND LLDDERS -
S Lecture by David Stead.

"Trot me out a deadly scrpont, just thc duadllrst you cans'

- { "Banjo™" Pattorson)
The casc which David Stead brought 1nto the Glub on the cvening of his
loceture wes disappointingly -small, Nevertheloss it could have contained a

venomous reptile of fair dimensions. Our hopeful anticipations, howecver, worc
dashed whon Devid rogretfully cxplained that, though he had spccially caught

a black snukoe for the occasion, it had oscdped in the housc a weok ngs and

hadn't been scen sinecc. We were vory sorry to hoar this ncws. So would David's
ncighbours be if they know.

“"Tho - :dicncc was also puzzled as to where the ladders came in. David soon
explalnud that he reforrod to the cvolut1ﬁnarj laddor. Reptiles and amphibians
woere tho lowest air breathing vortcbrat s in the scalc of covolution:ry animals.
They were o very anciont form of 1ifu, Hhv1ng 'redominated on the carth during
the age of reptiles, variously cotimnted at oighty to two hundred millisn yoars
agoe Like all oth:r vertebrate animal 1ifc they had ovolved from fishosge There
were still many umphibious animole, such os sclamendors, frogs and toads, which
maintaincd their contact with the wator. All 1lifoc required O _ygone. Figh
obtaincd thelr Oxypoen by toking in large quantitics of wator which passcd over the
filaments of tho gills,which contained myriads of malc blood vesscls where the
Oxygen ontercd the bloodstrecam. The ewim bladder originally usod for flotation
developed, in the cvolutionnry procoss, a nctwork of small blood veesels on its
surface and became the simplost form of lung. The human embryo passed through
all the ovolutionary stages from fish to human during its growth.

Prececeding the bony fishes werc the cartilagenous fishes which include sharks
and rays. A epiny or hnrny surface on the skin, originally uscd for protoctive
purposcs, cvolved into the jowm and tceoth structurc, which, in somc rays appoar as
a continuation of thec roughness of the skin surrounding thc mouth.

Tho Australian roptilc is very similar to Asiatic types though bocauso of
the long period of scparation of the Augtrallan contlncnt there had heen special
dovolopmonts. The rod-bellicd black sneke and tiger sn-ke worc vory similar to
the Indian Cobra. When angry theoy spread their heads in the same way aos a
cobra. The death adder is similar in some respccts to the viporine typos of
- snakes of India and Africa. : ‘

Therc were four main types of reptiles: snakesy lizards; tortoiscs and
turtics; and crocodiles and alligatorse The snakes were a well defined type,
but it was not casy to identify 2 number of the specics. (For cxample the
harmlcss carpet and diamond snakes of NeSeW. wore very similar to the Carpct
snnke of Victoriz and S.A. which was very vencmous.) Bvorybody had interesting
stories to tecll of snakes, somc of which wore quite fantastic, such as that of
“the man who got cut of his car and looked aver into a valley, the whole floor of
which was filled with writhing carpct snakcs. The Yost snakes were undoubtedly

secn through the bottom of a glass.

Lizards were all harmless, non-poisonous and hon—agg?¢saivo. Only cxceptions
to this werc a couple of Americal spocics, including the Gila Monster found In
Srizona,Colarado and New Mexico. Thore were five femilics of lizards. The firsh
of thesc was the legless lizards, found:on the coastal sandstonc strip. Logless
lizards could bc distinguished from smakcs by verious oxtornal differcnces, thoe
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first of which was thoir "benign expression". = They had external cars and
sonsitive hearing, whercas a snake, though it could hear, did not rcadily

recact to noise. The jaws of a lizerd were fixed and fimmly articulatcd whercas
thosc of a ciake wore loosc ~ so that they could open to the point whore the
reptilc could oat somcthing larger than itsclf.  Lizards chew — thoir tongucs
“are soft and flcehy. . Thoy arc very casy to tamc and: soon become friendly if
fed a littlo.  Most of tho small lizards cat inscctss
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Next there was the gecko - and hore David produced a- live spccimen - black
and about 5 inchcs long, with big eyes and o large floshy tail. It had cups
on its fcct so that it could climb upside down. It scldom camc out of the
shadows and usually lived iwm caves. It lives on flics, and, in somc tropical
parts was responsiblc for almost climinating the fly pest. - When pursued it
could drop its tail and escapc while its cnomy was busy cating the tail. flo
were glad to lecarn that it could then grow another tail. :

The skinks, which werc the cormoncst family of lizards, were rcprescnted
by the land mullet, the bluc tongucd lizard and other specicse David produccd
spoccimens of the firo-tailed gkink and Whito's skink, Egcrnia Whiteii a very
pretty little lizard, about cight inchos long and beautifully marked -~ smooth
skinncd mottlcd black above and whitc belowe  This family produccs living
young. The young arc almost.as large as the mothor when borne  Therc are
usuclly 4 or 6 born at once and the mother deposits them all in separate placcs
so that, if thcre is danger, somc at least arc likely to escape. Almost within
scconds of being born they are catching flics, and within 10 minutcs rcact very
quickly and enorgetically to dango;. .(This‘must surely be onc of the clearcst
cascs of purcly instinctive action, since, if thoy are doposited scparately,
thoy cennot learn from tho mothor. Ede) ~© ° ' ' ’

The dragons arc roprescntced by rock lizards, frilled lizards and water
dragons and the Horncd Dragon.of antralﬂAustralia-—'tho water dragons are
distinguishod by thoir brilliant red bellics and habit of appcaring to run
across the watcr. They are harmless, depending on the frightening offect of .
their raised "frill" to kecop away their cncmies. B Do ‘

The monitors arc represcnted here by the goannae. In Java and Sumatra a
apccics grows to 7'6" in.length.  Another specics lives cntircly on the young
of the turtle. The turtle deposits #omcthing like 60 oggs in the sand and the
monitor roturns regularly to catch the young as they meke their way to the sca.
Another spccics is the Bicycle lizard of Northern Quecnsland = about two fecotb
long with & ninc inch frill.  Whon excited it gets right up on its hind legs
and runs. , S

The feeding habits of the monitor ligzard led to an interosting-digression
on the prodigious regenerative capacity of naturé - c.g. the destruction of all
but & fow of thc 300,000 cggs of the fish (either. as eggs or young fish),
mutton birds piled two feot high along a four mile beach, blucbottles piled on
the beach all along the coast. -

Thore werc several varicties of .turtles -~ the Sydney turtle inhabiting the
mud flats round Sydney end the Murray turtlcs were two of the local types.
The Luth or leathery turtlc has sometimcs been scon off gho coast of N.S.W.
The cnormous turtle scen by Mylcs Dunphy of Beccroft Pen: would have been a

lcathery turtle. -
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There were two varictics of crocodile in Austreslia. The Quoensland
crocodile (Crocodilusjohnstonii), growing to a*sut 7 feet long and not dangerous,
and tho Asiatic Crocodile (Crododilus porcsus), of Northern Australia and the
tropics which was to be avoidod. '

After this Iavid showod us slidos, first an exccllont cvolutionary diagram
from tho Amcrican publication "Natural History " publishced by tho Amcrican Muscum
of Natural History, which he strongly rccommcnds that the Club Library should
buy, and then photographs of a groat varicty of roptiles including the Tuotara
ligerd of Now Zcalend, a python which had swallowed an anvelope, the cobra,
diagrams of the heads of snckes, showing tecth and fangs, the "red racer" of
Mexico which must dash out and back quickly before thc desort heat overcomes it,
and & rock lizard beforc and after changing colour. Intoresting comments
included a description of the hamadryad, oY king cobra = onc of the most torrible
of living things, which grows to 16 or 18 feet in longth and can rcar to a ‘height-
of scven feet. - The death adder relics on its protective colouring — it will
not get out of a person's way liks other snakes. Onc type of snake, an
Africen viper, has retractiblc fangs two inchcs long.

After this lecture members will look upon the roptiles with a more friendly
and understanding cyo, rcmembering perhaps, that wo too werc oncc roptilcse
Not meny pcoplc know anything of these intorcsting creatures and we wore very
iucky to have David to tell us about theme

PHOTOGRAPHIC SECTION

The programme for the next month is as follows:

September 235rd.  Exhibition of work done over last few months.

October 28th. Afterwork on Prints - lecture.

November 25th. Lecture on Stereoscopy and demonstration.

Decerber. NO MEET ING. : '
1949 January 27th. Talk on Enlarging and how to make Enlargers.

Fobruary 24th. Talk on Mounting, ctec.

Most lcctures will, if possiblec, be. by outsido oxports. If you want to hcar a
particular lccturc, meke enquirios, as datcs may have to be shuffleds . Thoro
will be a photographic ramble in carly November — details on tho programme.

Ray Kirkby.

The U.8. Govermment investigated tho origin of the 87,789 forest fires
which were reported in 1940._ Of thesc 18,248 were traced directly to smokers,
while therc is no doubt thet many of untraced ir ¢ were of the same origin.

Roaders will notice that tho magazine is produccd this rmonth in smaller
type. If the type proves satisfactory futurc issucs will be of 14 or 16 pages
instoad of 16 or 18. - But the emount of roading matter will be the same.
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