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EDITORIAL
How" to Spend £60

There were two schools
One wanted to celebrate.ourctwenty-
time. The other wanted to leave so
of the evenf. .Why not do both? A
celebrates the "coming of age' of a
that the Club too has 'come of age"
its twenby-one years? .

Here, for your consideration,
producing a printed booklet devote
1deals? The emphasis of the public
rather than the propaganda side. A4
could be devoted to photographic 'm
would show the beauty of the bushla
the damage caused by exploitation.
literary, photographic and scientif

d

of thought at out .last monthl

v meeting,
first birthday by having a good
me permanent and useful mémento
twenty-first birthday party
n individual. Couldn't we show
by doing something worthy of

is a suggestion. How about
~to.the Club's conservation [
ation whould be on the artistic
bout-half or mere of the space
asterpieces.” Wost of these
nds, and some, by contrast,
We believe there is enough v o
ic-talent in the Club to produce
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a first class publication. Those who couldn'!'t help in production
could subscribhe in cash. We suggest that at least £60 would be
required, apart from sales proceeds. The amount should be raised

by unsolicited subscription from Club members (as were most of the

Era funds). We could be proud of such a memonto at our 50th birth-

day, when our dreams might well have become reallty, mainly because
we had set them out plalnly for all to see.

If anyone else thinks this way, and is willing to contribute
cash, articles or photographs, please get in touch with the Editor.
Ir there is gsufficient spontaneous response the suggestlon is. Worth
follow1ng up. If not you will hear no more of it.

LT U N ORI U U

AT OUR VAY VEETING.

The President was in the chair and there were about SC“mémbers
present. R ‘

.
~

One new member, Allan Stien, was-welcomed.

The first discussion of. the evening was about Ray Klrkby's
proposal to form a photographic section. Nobody had much to say
till Eric Rowen omerged from behind a pillar. ' The President asked
was he at the meeting, to which he replied he was, and thereupon
commenced to make a speech in which he called for the opinions. of
the "real photographers” This loosened tongues and a long debate
ensued.on the questions of when to meet and who was to pay for the
section. It was eventually resolved that the section be formed and
that it meet in a room at 3 Bond Street on the fourth Thursday of
each month. Immediately after this the ubiquituous VMr. Rowen
appeared from behind another pillar to make an announcement about
the photographic exhibition (see 5001al notes, also page 9)

Soon after this Arthur Gllroy swmarised the proposals of the
21lst Birthday Committee and moved that the Club vote £80 from
accumulated funds to subsidise the proposed party, pay for supper
at the bush celebration, buy a cake, and subsidise the magazine.
Arthur pointed out that we had a lot of money in consolidated
revenue doing no useful work - why not have a party with it?
Roley Cotter supported this view. We should spend our money, he
said - 1f we didn't -someone else would in the near future. Such
a celebration m1ght only take place three times in a hundred years, .

"Ruby Payne-Scott calculated that if, as suggested, we subsidised tie
party to the extent of £20 and prov1ded 20 free tickets, there would
be £12:10: 0 left to subsidise the tickets bought by members., &
reduction of price from 8/6d. %to 7/6d., would be about as much as
possible. Anyone who could pay 7/6d. wouldn't be kept away by the
extra 1/-. And what would we charge outsiders? ‘The accumulation o
£60 represented quite a lot of effort. John Johnson thought it was
foolish to bust up our money on having a good time -~ it was liko
giving money to children to bust up on lollies and ice-cream. He

"moved an amendment that the amount be £30. Mario Byles said that
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the description "Sydney Belly Worshippers™ was apt. We should make
our birthday celebrations worthy and leave something of permanent
value. Centenary Park resulted from Sydney's centenary celebrations.
Let people pay for their arn parties. We could eagily spend £80 on
Era or the Narrow Necks. Laurie Rayner suggested that the Club get
itself a present such as a movie projector or a new cupboard instead
of throwing money away on a good spree. Audrey Chaplin was for a
good time while we were still alive., Ray Kirkby said that a birthday
party was a party and there was every Jjustification for a party.
When we wanted money for Era we could probably get it. If we
spent money now and wanted more later we would only "sock" ourselves.,
Subscriptions had been raised so that we could provide free enter-
taimment in the Club room, Dorothy Lawry said that we would all
get more than 15/~ worth., Yembers spend more than that in two week-
ends and never think of it. During the discussion someone moved'the
gag’. Bill Hall objected tat most people didn't know whak "the gag
meant, to which the President replied that when a person moved that
“the motion be now put’ he meant it to be now put. Soon after this
however the flow of verbiage ceased and John Johnson's amendment in
favour of £30 was put and carried, so that this was the amount voked.

The meeting closed at 10 Pele , and' members went home clutching‘
their pocket books and purses. ‘ -

e m S e e e e e e el

SEIAL NOTES.

28TE JUNE. Yes folks, that's the date of our stupendous Photographic
Exhibition. We are determined to make this the best we have had, so

bring in your prints to either Eric Rowen or Roley Cotter by 7.30 p.m.
and they will do the rest. " An added attraction this year is an award

for the bhest effort.
¢

We have an excellsnt prograrme for the next four months. One
of the highlights is a slide night on 27TH AUGUST when members will
be invited to show their msterpleces. So bear the date in ming
photographers, 27th August,

If you are interested to know about the 2,050 mile Appalachian
Trail read Jean Stephenson's article in the Bulletin of the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club for January 1948 (now in Library). Another
item of inbterest from the same publication is that the P,a.T7.C,
celebrated its twentieth birthday by a dinner last November, This
means that 1t will celebrate itsg twenty-first birthday in November
this year. '

CAN IT HAPPEN HERE? "As the years begin to wear upon the older
Club merbers, and as more and more days were spent in the office and
more and more nights on inner-spring mattresses, it became apparent
that the ground was growing harder.” - Albert H, Jackman in the
January P.A,T.C. Bulletin.



BY GOVETT!'!S LEAP CREEK

il reshtm

I opened my eyes to the gentle touch
Of the suh's warm fing ers, threading their way
Through a host of dark green leaves, kissing
The faces of some, turning others aside,
Till they reached my slumbering cheeks; and such
Was the silence and the stillness that I lay
For .a while, drinking this draught of peace.
Then a breeze stirred the treetops. down the side
Of° the slope, pointing the way to the s tream,
And I left my couch for the 1eaf—strewn,track,,
And there the sunbeams danced before me, ,
‘Beckoning, and nodding their smiling heads,
and I followed as one who is lost in.a dream,
Gazing with joy at the tall, straight trees
Whose branches mingled overhead, :
- And the ferns leaning gently out of their beds
To touch with their softf and delicate arms '
The darker hued sward, and®the rocks that were clothed
~ In raiments. of moss, on which the creepers
Wove their patterms; and the Spirit of Green
7 Who by his immortal freshness embalms
The soul of man, dwelt in that place;
While there, by my side, were the clear, quiet pools
Of Govett's Leap Creek, which broke yet its calms,
As a smile breaks over a face serene, '
With the gentle laughter of its sparkling falls.
It was a fragile fairyland, -
It was a symphony in green.

. Heién Brboks
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LAVENDER 43D OID AOCOUNTS |
- By Ray Kirkby

Recently I came across some old accounts. These, you would
fondly imagine, should bring to my mind age-long hours of dull por-
ing over duller ledgers and these, you would expect, I should hasten
to destroy to obliterate the saddening evidence of wasted time. For
account are universally considered to be the poorest fare and
accountants to be addlepated, humourless fellows who do not take on
a more interesting :occupation because they are incapable of. rising
to anything more imaginative. Yet let me remind you that our own .
Treasurer has done much to raise accounts to the level of the arts.
By a skilful mingling of trivial details, by a surprising modulation
from pianissimo to fortissimo with more f's than I have time to
type, by a dramatic presentation and by cross references between
accounts and any one of the arts and sciences he has made his work
of the livliest interest,.
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These accounts of mine brought back poignant memories of days
full of drawa, Each debit, consisting of bubt a few words has, indeed
1ts own story to tell; each credit rivals its fellow debit like
instrument answering instrument in an orchestral piece and, with
the closing off of thé ledger, the curtain comes down on a play in
which the players have been thrilled to have had a part. '

Let me begin at the first act. Perhaps I should say, let me
give you the infommation generally given you in the programme,

We had become tired, Frank and L, of travelling in slow,
overcrowded trains to the beach go, this particilar weekend, we
decided to hitch. I fancy, too, by looking over the accounts, that
we had not bothered to make any or many preparations in the way of
food. I should also add that, for reasons which will after appear,
there are three accounts = one, entitled "Joint Account”, one
-entitled "Frank" armd one "Ray",

The first entry is prosiac and appears as "Brisbane. To meat
and apples 4/14." The next entry, however, shows that we are on
our way, for "Holland Park. To tram fares 84" means that we hava
boarded a tram for the outskirts of the city on the Southport side,
and soon we shall be at the mercy of the motorist and the action of
the play will, we hope, commence to move faster. a

The next entry "Logan River. To toll 1/-" proves to me the
0ld saying that most of the best pleasures cost nothing - for
this entry indicates tha t, without the necessity for a debit in the
tedger, we have received a 1ift for quite a distance but, being
gentlemen at heart, we have paid the toll over the Logan River for
our altruistic driver. I remember now that we were doiven as fam
as Southport but turned a deaf ear to the blandishments of that
village and set off to walk the mile or so to Surfers! Paradise
where one can surf. Of couwrse, we did not have to walk fan.,

Once one is in these dens of vice and iniquity, money just
runs away like water. Not content with placing the snares already
mentioned before the young and inexperienced, every effort is made
to fleece the unsuspecting of his gold, Though we searched thag
beach for a quiet spot .where the police and public would not ba
unduly excited,we failed and so there appears the telling entry
"To entrance to dressing sheds, 44d." :

Now, in succession, are numercus entries for food purchased
at various villages which indicakte a number of short lifts punctuat-
ed by judicious shopping in order not to rmake any shopkeeper
inordinately rich. The last such entry "Tugun. To bread, bangnas
9d." shows that we have reached our Nirvana for the weekend.

Thevhomeward~trip was very quiet for. a while but at length a
utility hove in sight ang stopped for the hopeful thumb., And whom
do you think it was? The Governor? No. The Secretary to the
Department of Mines? No. No less than the chap who hagd brought us
to Southport on the way down. Which only goes to show, I would say
with due modesty, that he was not tired of us yet.
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Here I shall have to digress to bravely tell a little secret.
Hitching is not always unadulterated fun  Sometimes the waits are
long, sometimes maddening, sometimes sickening when'a 40 mile road
walk seems the only alternative. At those times we used to amuse
ourselves by having little bets on.all sorks of things such as how
far the next 1ift would take us, how long before we should arrive -
at a2 particular place, or, perhaps, the colour of the next 1ifg.

On this occasion I remember that I had bet that we would arrive in
Southport before a certain time and we had defined the finishing
line as the centre of the bridge over the Nerang River. The time
was fast running out and my sixpence seemed in Jeopardy when thisg
Llift renewed my hopes. = But reference to the time and the mile posts
was most disheartening for our driver would have to be a fast driver
indeed., We flew along that road and many lightning calculations
‘Wwere done on the speedometer speed. Minutes only wowld decide the
destination of that sixpence and minutes only did, as we crossed the
line with several to spare. Who won? 1In my individual account

you will see.a credit entry "By bet won from Frank 64." T was very
lucky with my bets that weekend.

Our driver regretted that he hag to remain in Southport for an
hour or two but said that 1f we cared to meet him on a certain.
corner he would take us to Brisbane later. (Do we look particularly
indigent or are we social successes?) Bub we were impatient, we.

We sald that we would prefer to go on but added, with a touch of
caution, that should he see us static on the road later on we should
appreciate a 1ift.

Now rmppened the event which changed the whole character of the
weexend. We were walking along the esplanade when I, with my own
little eyes, found five shillings and sixpence and immediately in
my pulsating breast rose the thought that perhaps I might make a
profit on the weekend. Why not? Better men than I have robbed
widows and orphans and gone to Heaven. o

A quick calculation over the fruit cake which we bought,
entered in the accounts and ate in a shelter shed, convinced me that
every threepence counted, Naturally I boasted. 4 weekeng at the
beach and a profit to boot. . Who but a saint would not boast?

You could not believe that money ard envy of a friend'!s fame
could make so much difference, Ag I legitimately boasted, black
malignancy was breeding in the heart of 'my so~called friend., A&t :
last his wicked heart could hold it no longer and he muttered between
his teeth, "I'll stop you - I'11 charge you for the tin of peaches"
which had been presented to him by his father and mother who had
brought them from Melbourne. ' To that I answered with hauteur "Charge
them, then - I don't care". So thinking of the largest amount he .
could think of, he priced them at 1/5d. which I, this time with noble
resignation, entered as. "Black Market. ' To tin peaches 1/54." I . . -
shall leave 1t to my readers to 'deeide whether this was the action: o
& gentleman and hitcher. e S ‘ .

Having calculated the joint écgounf;and;passed’half of it to

each individual account and having ‘debited and credited the bets I



7.

was, ladies and gentlemen, believe it or no%t, ladies and gentlemen,
just, "ladies and gentlemen, making a tiny profit. ‘

Why then did I look so downcast, so despairing? Because
nobody would give us a lift and in no time our faithful friend
would be arriving which meant, I feared, paying a toll and converte
ing a credit into a debit balance, Even had I wished to turn cad
and pretend that I had only cheques with me (which I could scarcely
do on account_of my earlier attitude of Christian fortitude over
the peaches) Frank would have gleefully paid the toll knowing that
I was "up™ for half. R _ o

‘The sands had just about run out when a jeep rocketted past.
It was going so fast that i1t took fully a quarter of a'mile to stop.
I jumped into that jeep of "Vanks® with alacrity not because, like
so many of the Brisbane girls, I was "Yank-happy", but becauge -
military vehicles did not pay tolls. :

Nk e At st i i i it i e

o .__WET WEEKEND.

By;KéViﬁ”Ardill.'~

Well here I am, lying on my bed of pain and for want of some=~
thing better to do I'll tell you about last weekend., Last weekend
was that particular one when the eastern coast was deluged, towns
were flooded and whole areas inundated. In add ition, a ma jor
catastrophe occurred. I got a bad back, and that's the reason Im
now -lying on the aforémentioned pallet of pain. I hear a polite
"How did it happen" and,  while the interjector is biting pieces out
of his tongue, If1ll take an hour or two off from. gritting my teeth
and tell you the story., , , : ‘

Roley Cotter is programmed to lead a walk from Wentworth Falls
to Woodford, amd being a keen bloke he decided to go up a couple of
- weeks ahead and scout for suitable camp sites and water. The

~exploration party consisted of five and we left Sydney in rather
doubtful weather conditions. All went well until we reached Valley
Heights. I had managed to separate myself from the party and was '
comfortably seated amidst a bevy of beauty bound for holidays at
Katoomba. I have reached the stage where I am calling several
peaches by their christian names and am retailing information about
Katoomba like nobody's business (I've been there once). One of the
audlence happened to glance out the window and when we looked we
could see enough mist and rain to satisfy the greediest. Spirits
- Wwere raised, however, when I explained about the south east wind,
‘rising barometer, depressions near Tasmania, and supressions in
Canberra, and there wasn't a more popular bloke on the train when I
assured them it would be fine on the morrow. Wentworth Falls came
all too soon and as I stepped out on the platform dig I perceive a
tear filled eye, hear the half-stifled sigh? Why ask me? I dunno,
I was looking for a taxi. :
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‘Being first off the train gave us the priority for the taxi
and we only had to wait half an hour while the driver digd three
trips to somewhere or other, and then we were on our merry way.
After twelve shillings worth of thrills our driver deposited us
near the Sanatorium and a couple of miles along a very moist road
- brought us to a large cave, lgnoring my pleas to be allowed to

i1t was then I félt the first twinges along the spine. Forgetting
the pain I set about preparing the evening meal, Peter had contriv-
ed to get a fire going, the only drawback being the smoke. One
practically needed radar to find the flame and it was only by using
Cotter's head as a landmark that we found our way through the smoke
at all., The night passed rather quickly, considering my aching
back and a ndsy mouse that nibbled at the remnants of Len Fa11Tg
pudding.

When there was sufficient light to see the thick mist and
pouring rain, and while ILen reverently buried the body of the mouse,
we debated if we should go through to Woodford, Finally I was over-
ruled and we decided to retwurn to Wentworth Falls, so we left our
packs and had a look over a few ridges. A decent future camp site
was discovered and we didn't have to look far for running water,

My only fear is that the amount of rumning water may, later in the

The way my back is I won't be on the official walk, so who cares.

Believe it or not we boiled the billy for lunch in the cave.,
Being practically an eyewitness I assure you that two billies of"
water were boiled on nothing more than dense smoke . Ripley please
note. After lunch five bink~eyed walkers headed for home, My back
was worse and only my indomnitable spirit kept me going. I must -

following Saturday to get color films of avtumn tinted trees.
Doesn't it make you feel proud to be British? All I could think
of was hot drinks, A.P.C. powders, and any other place except the
mountains. Two hours on the Railway Station where I nearly got

warm and then s standing seat in the train with my throbbing back
Pressed against every projection in the. carriage.

1 see a query in your eye. Your back you say? I almost forgot
to mention I had an aching back the whole weekend. But that's me
all over. I suffer in silence. ‘ ,

SRt e d oA s s s s i iy

CLUB LIBRARY, Jess Martin, now Clup Librarian, and her assistant,
Christa Calhnan, have been busy indexing the books in the library,
There is a lot of good reading there, of which more later., All the

publications reviewed in the magazine go to the library.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC SECTION: This group had its first meeting on Thursday,
BBTH MEY.”” Vah¥ DProblems as to what the group wanted to do and hoped
to accomplish were well ang truly thrashed out. Finally it was
decided to continue with meetings once a rmonth as suggested. The
twenty or so people present were wostly very enthusiastic asg to the
outcome of the section. Ira Butler was asked to give a talk at the
next meeting on "The Exposure of Film," and Roley Cotter was en-
trustod with the task of bPreparing a suggested programme for the
next month., All members of the Club who might be interested are
invited to the meeting at 3 Bond Street at 8 pP.m. sharp on the

24th June. -~ Ray Kirkby. T

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION: At the Club exhibition on June 25th
Eh‘e‘“b‘é‘s‘t*z{r?i‘h“{;“‘v‘fi“l“r"%‘e;“judged by Mr., Keast Burke, editor of the A.P.R.
magazine. At the same time Mr, Burke will select on behalf of

Kodaks a number of prints which will be given a window showing in

the 16 branches of Kodaks throughout Australia.

THE GREEN BELT: The usual bushwalker apathy shown by the general
body OF Walkers was ably demonstrated by t he P oor attergance at
the lecture given for our benefit by the Cumberland County Counecil
on Tuesday night, 25th May, when the mester plan for the Cumberland
County was discussed. The audience wasg mainly composed of the
Federation Council delegates plus the normal Few interested people.
It is disappointing to learn that the "Green Belt"™ is neither a .
park, reserve or primitive area, but merely an area wherein small
subdivisions of land will not be permitted, no lot to be less than
two and a half acres, which will, of course, provide "greenness® by
virtue of paddocks and uncleared patches. It is not intended to
create tracks therein. However, what interested walkers were the
areas reserved as "National Parks® - whatever that may mean.  These
parks will be administered as thought fit by the municipal or shire
councils in whose administrations the "parks™ £all, and it will Dbe
on these spaces t he Federation will have to concentrate to see that -
a better policy than that followed by the National Park Trust will
obtain. Many details have yet to be worked out but the clubs should
get busy with queries and bring them before Federation so that a
policy may be formulated. ~ Brian Harvey.

CFFICIAL KING!'S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND WALK: allan Hardie advises that
EEEE“ﬁ@j}?ﬁﬁjjf%%é?%???%ﬁfﬁ“ggﬁfﬁg“EEH not Sutherland as per walks
programme. The train leaves at 8.20 P.m. The Cld Illawarra road

Wwas made by convicts, and Eckersley Post Office is a link with the
Statels bushranging past. Voreover, this road commands fine views

of the Blue Mountaing. This is a walk for the lower income group.

FIRST AID: Did you hear about the chap who is noted for his first
a1¥ TeCtures on Instructional Walks? On a recent walk, while rush-
ing to the aid of a blistered Toot, he punctured his rate on a pro-
truding picce of tree. What happened to the blistered foot we don't
know, but there is no question that several of the gentler sex had
a hand in srmoothing plaster on his bloody head. ,
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GOSSIP

PHOTOCRAPHIC RAVMBLE: On Vax Gentle's Easter trip, five of the
party -explored a few ridges that weren't on the program. It
happened this way. There were nine green bottles = no that'!s wronge
There were nine walkers on a ridge. !Mix up a chap with a new :
camera, three girls posing on:.a rock, a bit of by-passing on a
scrubby ridge, -and then you had three girls and two boys gazing-
ot the stars instead of their dinner plates. All ended happily -
however, and the prodigals returned to the fold shortly before. .
bed time. anyone interested in buying a nearly new camera could: .
contact Claude Haynes. ' ' o : ‘ SR

NARROW SHAVE: Max nearly ended his walking career on his recent
d5y WaTK., —Returning on the train from Heathcote, he gave up his’
seat to a lady who entrained at Engadine. The lady observed. to

‘2 crowded carriage t hat Max was a gentleman and was her idea of:a
perfect husband., WMax injudiciously admitted he was single,; where-
upon the lady turned out to be-a widow, and it was only -the rquick
wit of a fellow walker, who assured her that Max had a wife and
seven-kids, that saved the name of Gentle from the non~active list.
VEGO!S CONVERTED: Packs bulging with fruit,Jenny Felshow, Stan’
Madden and Eric Pegram went west at Bas ter, It pains us %o report
this, but, on the second day out, the fourth member - of ..the.food
party (not a grass-eater) cooked up some bacon. -We makerno rash
assertions, but one vego was heard to say "Itye never .tasted bacon
cooked this way."” Dormie'!s fiery speech at last year'!s debate . .’
may have penetrated at last. “ S Lo

SUCKER: A pathetic sight was witnessed by a nurber of walkers
recently. 4 fellow riember had been talked into bringing along

an all-fruit lunch, and, when he sought company to eat the unin-
spiring stuff, he made the mistake of choosing the chap.who recom-
mended the fruits: After all its not playing the game to devour

two large chops before a ‘convert - or should we say an ex—~convert? .

WOMAN'S ANGIE: ~Shirley King put on a 29 mile day and a half test -
FE T R Goupls of weeks'ago. Result: ten rugged he-men fturn up -
no girls. VMalN ANGLING: Phil Hall, long bereft of female company
on tough wallks, 15 pufting an easy walk on the next programme.
Girls, we're telling youl v

NO GUESS: At the Club room party on Vay 28th (which, incidentally,
wis & great success) members had to guess the subjects of a number
of cartoons. Bubt there was no need to guess who was the gentleman
taking his snake out of his billy, nor the identity of the two
parrots arguing beak to beak about camp sites and food lists, nor
the gentleman behind the censored picture of Era. beach, nor the
small quadruped carrying the large pack.

ENGAGED: Our congratulations to: Roy Davies, who 1s engaged to.
Kethleen Cawthorn, Secretary of the Launceston Walking Club,and to
Ray Dargan, who is engaged to Verna Watkins. Ray now has a farm
near Yecola. oo .
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IWENTY FIRST BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

The fun and games begln on Friday, 15th October, 1948, and
continue - (non-stop, if you have the constitution fér 1E) -
until Sunday, 17th October, 1948,

The first half of the PARTY takes the form of a DANCE!
WHEN? Friday night, 15th October, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
WHERE? The "DUNGOWAN" - Martin Place, Sydney.
There will be dancing, games, 1téms a floor show and supper.
As is fitting for such an occasion there Wlll be a colossal,

stupendous BIRTHDAY CAKE, complete with CANDLES !n! everytthg!.

If you want to brlng your own Home Brew or someone else'ls,
then it's up to youl

Dress 1s to be informal, but not too informal, please!

How do you go about getting in on all this?
Well, for this portion of the programme there i1s a limited number
of INVITATION CARDS available., Admission to the Dance 1s by Card
only 2nd tnig 1 must be obtained beforehand. To avoid disappointment
may we suggest early application to any of the following members:-

Eric Rowen, 45 Musgrave St., Mosman, 'Phone XV 3080 after 6 p.m.

Arthur Gilroy, 'Phone M4407 ex., 321 (Business)

Tom Moppett, " WMAQ9251 (Business) or JA8873.
Jack Wiren, " PX2504 f "o OFF1422
Doreen Harris, FF1231 i " XA2626

End of Part One = Part Two will follow immediately, or as soon
as you have recovered!

Yes, you'!ve guessed, it's ANOTHER PARTY - this time a Bush
Party - A Week-~end in the great, open spaces. A sort of super
RE-UNION. Campfire Concert. Campfire Supper. Queue up for hot
dogs, cake and cocoa! MNeet your old friends and make new ones.,
Bring along your pals from other clubs.

It commences as soon as you can drag yourself, and your pack
into the bush on Saturday, 16th October, 1948. The Place?
Vacquarie Fields (third station past Liverpool), safle Location as
our last Re-~union Camp. Keep in touch with the above for finer
details later.

As this is the ONLY %time we will ever be TWENTY-ONE we would
like to see as many members and ex~-members as possible at our
celebrations, so if YOU know any ex~members who have lost touch
let them know the above good news and tell them we would like %o
see them along to help us make it a COMING OF AGE party to be remem-~
bered.
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THE FEDERATION.

‘The Editor -
Dear Sir,

For some time past I have listened to so much adverse
criticism of the Federation by the "Opposition” that I was beginning
to think that no "Government' existed, and no'doubt other new members
of the Club have had the same feeling; . however, recently it struck
me that it was about time I found out if all this critielsm was
justified. I therefore approached Migs M, Byles and asked her to
let me have a summary of the Federation's activities since its
inception. Below is a copy of this swmary and I think that you
will be impressed by some of the achievements of this organisation,
whose work is entirely voluntary. I impress that the only incentive
" "to the officers and committee to carry out the tasks before them is
the love of the bush. I ask you as a member of this Club, and I
- appeal to those N.3.W. Clubs receiving a copy of this article, to
-make a renewed effort to rekindle the spirit of federation. There
is the motto "United we stand, divided we fall', and this may well
‘be borne in mind if we are desirous of achieving some of the object-
ives federation can.give us in the fubture years. o

~ Eric Rowen.

. As one glances through the Annual Reports and Bushwa lker
Annuals of the Federation of Bushlwalking Clubs since its°beginning
+in 1932, the question presents i1tself 'as to how it is that very
ordinary people, who talk and talk - often .about irrevalances =~ can
accomplish so much. It is the same question that presents itself
when we see a .splendid new kindergarten or baby health centre and
visualise the ordinariness of the people who raised the money, bought
the land-and got it built. - '

, The answer is of course that these very ordinary. people co-
operated with each other,  and that it was the co-operation which
got things done. That was why the Federation was formed. That is
why i1t has sought to work with other conservation bodies. Indeed,
as one reads of the achievements of the Federation, one finds it is
seldom possible to allocate the credit to the Federation alone, for
it usually helped or got help from other bodies. Nor of course is
it possible to allocate the credit to any one club or individual.
Occasionally one club is mentioned, as the C.M.W, which made the
wells at Corawall swamp, or the Bush Club which tramped over and
mapped the recreational areas required in the Kuringai 1\’iurlicipality
and submitted at that Council's request to the Cumberland County
Council, or the 8.B.W, which acquired portion 7 at Era. But usually
it is not one club alone, nor the Federation alone, and perhaps the
best feature of the Federation's amual reports is the absence of
the claiming of credit for anything achieved. ‘

1t has been that attitude, coupled with persistent hard work s
which has won for the Federation the respect of both public depart-
ments and other conservation bodies. During the time I was
Secretary, 1 could not help a little glow of pride, when I found
govemment departments coming to visit me, instead of vice versa, or
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rvation bodies, always meeting
a hearty understanding at the other end of the line, or happening
to stand at the counter in the ILands Departmeht and overhearing a

- How different from the days when the Federation was first
starteéd by "a lot of crazy hikers™, of whose views nobody took
any notice except to ridicule, But after years of co~-operation and
ratient efforts the bushwalking movement has now a power and
authority entirely out of proportion to:its numbers,

What are some of the things that these annual reports and
bushwalkers annuals tell about? To tell them alil would take too
much space, but let us glance through these documents together:
in 1935 we read "Garrawarra last year; Bouddi Park this year;
what next?" Warrow Necks ang Grose Valley, was the answer, to be
kept in their present primitive state for all time, A little later
the Federation arranged a deputation to the ¥inister to place befom
him a list of al'l the areas within fifty or a hundred miles of
Sydney which should be retained for recreation or preservation of
fauna and flora, This resulted in all thosge bencilled marks which
heffectively prevent ‘the weekend shack-searcher from buying up the

choicest spots. It also‘followed-up the work of the NeP.P,A, and -
resulted in the earmarking of the whole Blue' Yountains arse as a
. brospective recreational area.,. : : -

’ As a result of that same deputation Heathcote Creeck Area wasg
reserved, o : ' .

v Of cairse the Federation was not the only body who urged these
things, . ang it had wonderful help fram Ve, Barry, the late district
Surveyor, who helped us. bring about the complete change of attitude
in the Iands Department'from.what 1t was twenty years ago. Do you
realise that the ILands Department was established to dispose of lands
and that now it has a large section devoted to preserving them, to
retaining and acquiring parks, and that if you go there incognito,
as likely as not, it will not be you who, deliver the lechkure of the
need for more parklands, but the officer you have come to see® Do
you realise, too s> that if the officer “knows you are a representa-
tive of the bushwa lking movement you at once become an honoured .. .
visitor®? . ' g ' ' ' -

However, let us return to those annual reports. Here are :
some further examples of the Federation work. Fast train to Lilyvale
restored: broadcasting_appeals for protection of native fauna and -
flora; appearance before the Land . Board with the result that 140, .
acres adjacent to Garawarrs were added to it;: wmuch use made of the

Search and Regcue Sedtion‘s.services; work of the Information
Bureau; sympathetic consideration of the-making of tracks when roads
had taken brevious track away; gradual elimination of shacks from
Garawarra and National Park; working bees in Boudai Natural Parky
Blue Gum Forest, amg Garawarra; retition for the amenditent’ of the-
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Wild Flowers Protection Act, supported by other conservation bodies
and leading eventually to the amendment of the Leot; reservation
by the Forestry Department of Coricudgy as a primitive area, so
that it will not be exploited by timber millers; close co-operation
with the Bush Fires Advisory Committee; a better understanding
between the Boy Scouts #4ssociation and the bushwalking movement;
representations which led to the restriction of military firing
over National Park; investigation of the Warragamba Dam project,
and liaison with the Yetropolitan Water Sewerage and Drainage Board
re the erosion on the catchment area; addition of various flowers
and trees to the protected list; 980 acres near Duckhole added to
Kuringal Chase; +the acquisition of a lease of St. Helens for the
protection of the native fauna and flora; donation of £10 to the
Garawarra Trust at a time when it was unfinancial; the development
of an understanding with the Forestry Department which now for the
first time began to understand and appreciate the bushwalkers'
angle on conservation; information supplied at the request of the
Blue Mountains Shire as to tracks which should be made or remade

or allowed to fall out of use; representations about adding West
Head to Kuringai Chase =~ a lease at a nominal rental was finally
obtained, '

Not all the Federation's work has been successful but success
ought not to be the criterion by which our efforts are judged. Very
often people who lay the foundations do not see the finished task.
Wilberforce, who started the movement for the abolition of slavery,
had the unusual good fortune to hear on his death bed of its suceess.
Reformers are not usually so lucky. The Federation has been fortun-
ate in that even within its short history it has seen the fruit of
its work in many cases. But it is the solid work of gradually
changing public opinion whi ch matters most in the long run, armd we
must work irrespective of whether we see the results, and irrespeet-
ive of whether we or someone else will get the credit of putting
on the final coping stone. None of the conservation bodies begrudged
to the Federation the honour of getting the Wwild Flower Act amended,
and similarly the Federation will not begrudge to the Rangers Leagwe
the honour of now getting it further amended as it hopes to do.
Neither could have achieved anything without the work of numerous
other bodies in past years, many of which have now rassed into
oblivion.

We are passing through an age of discord, a discord which the
divorce lists show has reached down into our very home life. I%
would be murprising if the bushwalking movement had altogether
escaped the infection., But we can keep ourselves healthy and so be
less likely to catch the gem. We keep healthy by refusing to
discredit even the feeblest efforts to help forward the work of the
Federation, by refusing to throw mud ourselves, whatever others may
do, and of course by giving our work, as well as our good words.
The preservation of Mark Morton Primitive Area, and the purchase of
the private lands and preservation of Narrow Necks as 2 primitive
area for all time « these are the two ma jor tasks at present,

You can help. :

e e b1 e he v it s e mac
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THE FEDERATION PUBLIC RELATIONS COMVITTEE.

e m b em ARV A T i i s bk

Brian Harvey.

For the benefit of those interested in the Federation I feel a
few words may be written about this committee, which was established
by the March meeting of Fedération Council. Unfor tunately no
notice of motion of such a major step was given, and it was sprung
upon the meeting, which adopted it for betfer or-worse., Unfortunate=-
ly it was for worse, as it resulted in the immediate resignation of
our very capable and enthusiastic Federation Hon. Secretary.

A committee of four wds appointed to carry out the four-point
PeR.C. constitution which is dealt with hereundep:- : -
"(a) Handle all matters that are of a controversial nature and
affecting outside bodies”. _ r

Practically everything handled by the Federation is controvers-
ial, therefore 90% of the correspondence and mat ters brought %o
notice would merely be referred to the committee, who wouild deal
with it as considered fit and report their probably irrevocable
actions to the next meeting of the Council, who would be merely
fi%ureheads. , E

(b) Conciliate by direct negotiations with any other body or
members of the public,” : o -

This vauld probably entdil personal visits on innumerable o
people. ~ #s a general rule bushwalkers have to work during the- day
and few contacts are possible. How could any one of the committee
have the knowledge to act on what he may consider the best approach?

"(c) To be in a position to answer any matters which may arise
through thg Press and require immediate replies’. :

I doubt if there .is any bushwa lker, or group of four bushwalker s,
alive who are so well informed on all matters concerning walking ‘
(conservation, knowledge of all reserves or likely reserves, all
rivers, creeks or mountains, or of overdue parties etc.) that the .
Press could be given an immediste and correct answer. _

"(d) Act as an arbitrary body in disputes between clubs",

1s any club likely to feel bound by the findings of the "big
four®™ In any case there have been no disputes between clubs as far
as I know, and in any case they need not be aired in Federation,

These are only a few thoughts which have come to my mind and
many more criticisms could be found did time and space permit, but
I hope I have shown the utter futility of the continuance of such 2
coomittee as constituted. It is small wonder the Secretary resigned
when all he had to do in the event of an enquiry was to give the
enquirer four telephone numbers (if T'phone contact was possible) and
addresses, and tell him %to take his plck. To be in accord, the

. committee would have %o maintain constant btwo-way wireless telephony

to keep abreast of events. They would have to meet about twice a
week to consider action and then find someone to type thelr correge-

- pondence, Imagine the length of the report which would be made to
the monthly meeting of the Council on 'all their doings and the number
of questions which would be asked as to the whys and whereforesi!

- The 8.B.W, has given notice. to rescind the motion adopted at%
the March meeting whereby this impossible cormittee (which fortunately
for them have had their functions suspended) was established, and we
hope we will have the support of others in the matter at the June
meeting.
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FPEDERAT ION NOTES.

it i o v RIS

Brian Harvey.

{ATTAVOLIA-BUNDEENA ROAD: = It is gratifying to learn that the
Vational Park Trust disapproves the construction of the road.
SIGNPOSTS IN THE WILD DOG RANGES. The erection of metal directive

signs on trees tnroughout the Dogs have been brought to the notice

- of -Federation. Simultaneously the Hon. Secretary anonymously

-

received separately the halves of a sign (apparently from MedTow ..

. . Gap). - EBEnquiries are in hand as to the persons responsible for
- their ereotlon and subsequent déstruction of the one posted %o the

Federation., .

AVENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION. The proposed amendment perwlttlng
Associadte Wembers the right to vote was lost.

SHOOTING ON COX RIVER. The CM,W, reported the apprehens1on on
the Tox at the foot of the Brlndle Dog on Angac Day, Sunday 25th
April, of a shooting party composed in part of members of an
afflllated club, who are Rovér Scouts as well, in contravention

-.of the ethics of bushwalking, and the laws concernlng the discharge

of firearms on the Sabbath and in a proclaimed Wild Like Sanctuary.
Official explanation from culprit club has been requested.
COMMONWEALTH FEDERATION, Following conversations with 1nterstate
¢luby, Wr, Sdlmon reported strong desire was felt for a Federal
body. A sub-eommittee of three has been elected as liaison and

to assimilate ideas from other States and report later. -

SEARCH AND RESCUE FUND was created and clubs will be -levied w1th
éd, per head per active member to inaugurate the fund from.Whloh
sedrchers' fares.will be met - 1f necessary. ?

HEALTH WEEK EXHIBITION. = It was thought better not to enter

.8 display at The Town Hall, if 1nv1ted, as oon81dered-money could

be better spent in. other Ways such as conservation propaganda.

Delegates are to seek instruction from & heir clubs on-this matter.
A1l walkers are reminded.of the combined Federation=National

Trust Film night.at Shell Tbeatrette, at 8 p.m,. on Thursday,-

17th June. Cost approximately 2/66. Book dt Paddy's or with

Ron ‘Conipagnoni - 'phone Ryde 313. ,

mant m e tin et a ae o i A

By HAT CAN A LITTLE CHAP Do2"

Ray Kirkby.

I can remember receiving a book when I was very young. in which
the follow1ng questlon was asked in rhyme - _

"What can a little chap do,

For hig cowntry and for you,

: What can a 1ittle chap do?"

Then followed suggestions as to what he could do and I fear that
some were dlctated by the exigencies of the rhyme such as -

"He can fight for the right,

He can keep his heart brlght ceeee S
and so on.. '
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When thinking over the pleasant problem of Era recently (as
a-good committee~man should think) I decided that a useful
contribution might be to let people know of the things they might
do, I have advisedly written "things" as it is splendidly unspeci-
fic, for, as will afterwards appear, people could do a Lot by
merely thinking and noting.

I wish to make clear that I am not speaking with the authority
of the Era Committee and that I might be extremely embarrassed if,
next Friday night, you brought into the Clubroom 2ll the articles
I mention. Having heard most of the suggestions put forward for
Era I have noted down a lot of things and people who might be
necessary or even helpful. However, having read this list of
suggestlions ard found that you can help in some way, why not
approach the Committee and let them know? If you do not know whom
to contact, you can always worry the President., :

At this very moment we may.still be worried by inability to
get wire to put around ocur tree~corral., Do you know where we can
get some wire - barbed or plain, galvanised or ungalvanised? Think
hard. Have you thought into every corner of the spare shed? Have
you ticked off your relations one by one? '

Now, as regards trees, you never know how many we might want,
perhaps native, perhaps exotic. You all lmow the magnificent
silky-ocak, for example, It might well happen that -we might want
lots of silky osks to plant and around your tree at home there are
lots of young ones easily transplantable, What, then, is your line
of action? You let the Cormittee know and guard those trees with
your life until they are required. If you have any young trees
or shrubs which you, yourself, do not want, please let us have first
pick!

I heard one bird whisper that 2 row of willows lining the water -
course in the swamp would be ideal for helping to dry the swamp and
defining the creek. Should the committee decide in favour of this
idea we shall need willows which will grow easily from quite large
branches, With a large branch we avoid several infant years in fthe
tree's 1life and have a sizeable btree almost immediately. Any ideas
friend? ’

: One noble person told me that she could donate plenty of
oleanders. As the committee has not considered oleanders I cannot
say whether they will be welcomed, IR may be that Era, moonlight
and oleanders will be too severe a test for young, romantic blood,
but those oleanders are being guarded in reserve for the present.

We might want to dig a well later on. That friend of yours
who 1s an expert on wells must be cajoled into tendering advice.
Indeed, you could arrange a pleasant weekend for him at Era so
that he can disseminate his knowledge on the spot.

I think by now you have the idea - there only remains for you
to go throuvgh your personalty, realty and that of all your relations
- and friends.,

A et P S i St



-- AROUND, THE Ca¥P FIRE

- Some of the happiest memories «of camping trips are centred
~round the camp fire. The sight of numerous small fires gleaming
fitfully in the dusk, 2 drift of smoke; figures moving amongst
the tiny tents and the restrained hubbub of a small encampment,
these sights and sounds never fail to strike a nostalgic chord
in me and remind me of other camps injoyed in years gone by.
Then one wanders round the camp exchanging a word here and thére
with intent figures squatting near the fires juggling with
billies and frying pans in the preparation of meals, spartan *
in thelr frugality or so unbelievably complicated that one woh=
ders how the food and utensils were ever carried in a rucksack. "+

- Then as one party after another reaches comfortable satiety,"
a fire built up by more energetic members of the party leaps up
and soon a drift begins to this new centre of activity-and -0
yet ‘another camp fire begins. . ' S S e AR

What » pity these so often come to naught from bright -
beginnings for lack of a .leader. - Singing is traditionally. a -
part of walking and camping and it is therefore a pity that more
walkers who diligently seek to perfect themselves in map reading,
nature lore and general bushecraft do not also study .the arf of -
camp fire singing. - In the next . of these yarns I will deal with -
this subject in the hope that if I cannot enlighten folks T -
will 4t least arouse discussion and maybe a little argurent, ' =

JE T P UPR A GR i o N ersier el oy [

WHAT HAS PADDY GOT?
Orders taken for a limited number of tents on Monday 7th

June. Phone orders accepted after 10 a.m. enly.

SKI-ING GEAR

Paddy Ta's & large range df.skis,-edges,.bindings, waxes
stocks, mitts etc. Come in and have a look.

PADDY PALLIN
CANP GEAR FOR WALKERS
»527 George St.,

SYDIEY.
Phone BX3595



NOTES FROM PLACKHEATH,

It is curious (or is it?) how littlec we Bushwalkers know
about the mountain towns. We generally arrive in the dead of
night, snatch s hurried supper 1f we are fortunate enough to
find a restaurant open and immediately make tracks to get as
far away as we can from the town for our first night's campe.

Or else we are whisked away buried three deep under a pile of
bodies and rucksacks in some grieviously overloaded car,

Having completed our walk, we arrive back at the same or
another mountain town and generally dive into the last compart-
ment of a Sydney-bound train as it leaves the platform.

These thoughts occurred to me while staying for a week at
Blackheath, Although I had passed through the town on numerous
occasions, I had only once before seen the town in daylight and
then only from a car speeding to Megalong. Now I am a reformed
man! I have hiked to Hat Hill, I have gadded to Govett's Leap,
wandered round Wall's Ledge and perambu .ated the perilous Porters
Pass., Believe me folks, I quite cnjoyed it and I can recommend a
1ittle more attention to the lesser known tourist walks round the
cliff faces - especially those overlooking the Kanimbla Valleye.

- — -t B 4 T D S P o Sy St S

'What has Paddy got?

Well truth to tell I've almost lost touch, but if you call
in sometime, will be happy to show you.

BRut a reminder.

" QOctober week-end is drawing ncar, Don't please leave your
repair jobs till the last minute. Things are still a little
‘difficult. See you all again folks,.

Phone: BX 3595. '
PADDY PALLIN,
CAMP GEAR FOR WALKERS.
327 GEORGE STREET,
SYDNEY .
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