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"At-The.Gdiﬁgﬁbéwh!of The~sun"r- 
o e by "Skip".

Soft the sun glow, peacé.aﬂd calm grows

~In the evening interlude, -

Balm the .wind blows, :quiet the strcéam flows.
In some tranguil solitude. A

As thé étaré doWn;roéy clOudS- moufn
White the deylight slowly fades. '
Hate is Etill—born;'love~frbm~foar's drawn;.

Venus walks amidst the shades.-

Dark at hand is; Now the land is
Dim beneath a paler light. . -

Day now done is, but the sun is -
Challenge by the queen of night.




nt  tea

Labour Weekend at Tongarlro Natlonal Park.

North Island N 7. by Jack Hunter.

From our starting point Auckland the 300 males to the,'blg hills!
were covered by special: bus, At 4. 30 a...:in. a grey, drlzzllng dawn
swenty-one protesting bodies were duiiped ‘on the Desert Road with tents
rucsacs, ‘Wares and other impediments-of-a mountain party. Camp was-.
soon mude newr *the rosd and . after 8. hot breakfast things took ona

more pleasant appearance.

The plan for Saturday Was a VlSlt to the Oterere crater of Mb. .
Tongariro 64587, After’ pushln ‘through wet tea-trees one realises
why the New Zealand tramper has as standard equipment a knee lellgth
storm coat and sou-wester, . The very cold Paketsrata stream was
. forded and soon the way was across-miles ‘of what secemed to be

interminable tussock country.- GulIies c¢rossed were filled with
beautiful beech forost ‘soon ‘turned -into a falryland by falling SNnow.

Patches of” Snow bccame more frequont and it was good. to follow
exactly in thg 1eader's footsteps. s Finally the rim of the-crater wasg
reached and altnough visibility was poor it was ‘possible to make out
through the drifting clouds & grest waste of  snow broken by jagged
‘lava formatlons.w Icy wind apd driving slest did not add to comfort
and after dxqus1ng of a llutle chocolate: and cake We lost no time
in returnlng to oamp and our’ sleeping bags,*,.

Sunday dawneq W1th more low cloud and dlezle with - howevor a few
glimpses of the snowcapped Kaimanaws Range. Mt. Ruaspehn 91757
was our next objective. - The bus Was convenient Tor the first portion
of the trip slong the desert roads.  The usual approach to this
mountain is from the Gheteau side via thc Whakapapa .glaciers Our
approach was from the other, and lese frequented alde.

Alighting at tho point wherc the Walkato River croSSes the road we
covered first miles of the desolate -‘Onetapu Desert; eagerly looking
forward for signs of a 1ift in the cloudss - Smells of gulpbur remindg-
ed us that much of the ground underfoot ‘had been only recently de-
posited (Ruapchu is still an active voloano).

Entering the Wangachu (pronounced Wonga~ayshoo) valley steady
climbing began over lava formations and ‘glacial maorsine. By 1 Pp.i.
we were in view of the Wanguehu glacies and it was decided to lunch.
Tca was made by primus (there being no: wood above the snow-line).
Shifts in the clouds pormitted aw»-lnsp1r1ng glimpses ‘of - Snow capped
peaks and jegeged rocks all about ¢ ’ : . :

After lunech a hurried visit was made to tha glac1es and a possible
hut site. Unfortunetely conditions rapidly deterriated and wind and
sleet drove us beck, At lower altitudes the sleet changed to iey
driving rein aﬂd prOgraqs: .g,orm:o Hha Aoo vri- +o the hus wea not

pleasant.
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Monday, going-home dsy, was fated to be.fine and although time did
not permit an extended trip. we were ‘able to:appreciate the three
beautiful‘mountainsaof;theﬁReserMevunveiled»byraloud. ~Tongariro - -
is broken and scattered, the gcepne of “colossal past voleanic -activity;
Ngaurahos is,agperfect,*steep@sided cone ‘from the summit of which =
usually sscends a plume of steam'and-last.is?thetincomparable Ruapehn, .
Supreme in . its' majesty, crowned with ‘several srowy peaks and also . -
- bearing its recently aquired plume of steam. - g

'Aithough the weather-hadibggp_wgﬁaall_rppgxngdﬁcqntented with a good
weekends tramping ‘in congenial company. How soon can I return, I
wonder®? L Lo S el T

pe

~. PIRES BURNINGs. - = - = ‘
: : caee oo TE en T e by Alex Colley.

It was midnight,onaSathth!N0v;;'and I was walking slong the o
track from .the GariegRoadfto:Maynards; on my way to. the working bee
at Burning Palms. In the early ievening, there hed been heavy rain
and now the full moon was diffusing its soft light through the -
drifting clouds. Suddenly I started. . Fiery eyes glowed at me
from the side of the track, I stopped dead and realised that it
was not- a beast of prey. but glowihg‘coals-Iicould%see, ‘ :
Investigation proved it to be & burning log, Evidently some
plcknicker had 1it a fire agairst a dead tree at the intersection
of two tracks - a favourite spo} .for a luneh fire - T recalled |
putting  one ocut in a ,similar spot a-couple of “year§ ago a little
further along the same track., . The fire had already brought down the -
dead tree and was slowly burning along the trunks., - There was some
water a few hundred yards along the track end I used it all on the log.
When I left it was blagk and steaming, -but I realised that it was ’

unlikely I had exXtinguished i% completely. -

A fortnight later, on Nov. 23rdi I was on .my way to Era. I ,
remembered the log and went to iyspgcp&“meurgmennghuix,was still
burning., - This time- there was no water, and it would have taken many
gallons to do any good, = The bush around hsd been burnt out a fow
Joers ago, so hardly enough dead lit%er had accumulated as yet to make
it inflammable. : o : o '

Another fortnight passed and I was once more on my way to Ers.
Was it still burning? Yes, one of the la¥ger limbs was smoking, and
for all I know it is not out yet (Dec. 11th.). I estimste that,
from the time the picknicker 1it his fire until the time his fire
went out it would be at least 6 weeks, ‘

Every time a fire is started in the bush it sets alight msny such
logs. When the gragier, timberwgetter, farmer, or wildflower
gotherexr lights a fire. to clear out the "pubbiah' -hq doesn't ususlly

-
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bothexr where it.-ends:-up, .or when. "He may Tight 1t in cool weather,
‘but six weeks later logs-like this one-are'still burning. By that
time there may be a strong westerly accompanied by *an 100 degree -
temperature.. . All summer there are ‘many -logs like this one in the
bush, glowing slowly, ready to spring into- aot1v1ty and become runnlng
flres as soon as the.weather is hot and dry.. And-so - long as = '~
"burnlng off" isg an.apgroved practice fires: w1ll become actlve

(not "start") whenever it is ‘hot and dry. ERSOERCS

Sydney Belly-Worshippers or Sydnoy Bush-lialkers?
By a Federation Delegate.

When H.G. Wells wrote his"Modern Utopis" He pictured the country
ruled by the Samurai or Voluntary Nobility, people who voluntarily
disciplined themsclves to take on the burdens of rulership. Among
other things each year they had to go-out ‘into“the wilds alone for at
least a week and take with them neither maps, compasses, tents,

NOR MATCHES. That is to say, during this bime they had to sleep
beneath the stars, -and live on uficooked food.‘ It was a test of
~ physical as well as mental fltnoss.'of' e :

The Regulatlons prohlbltlng llghtlng flres which will be imposed
from time to time for short periods: durlng the. summer, are an
excollent opportunity for bushwalkers to creack hardy and show that they
are as tough as any Voluntary Nobility, and certainly as keen as
English and European trampers who do.not as a rule ligh% fires, but
drink water for lunch, and if they:have to stay overnight take a-
methylated. stove to llght inside thelr tepts. Paddy sells SOlld meths‘

If we bushwalkors oannot do w1thout our cooklng ferS we must
admit to the truth of the taunt so often heard that S.B. W. stands for
Sydney Belly WOrshlp>ers not for Sydney BUSh—WclkOrS- »

Max Gentle. really covered some oountry over Chrlstmas. Pedallln for
& chenge, he covered the rosds between Mt. Hotham (Victorian Alps),and:
Liakes Entranee then turned his whirling wheels slong the coastal
byways to Kloloa where he staged 2 most timely arrival: Just in
time to lend a stlong beck for- the- carrlage of thrley Klngl ' ‘

R
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L,'@FThe Fossils" .

by'"Shorty"

While searchlng round at Era beech ‘
For ancient abo tribe,

We found some- bony aggregates
‘That we Just Oan t deSCrlbe.

With 1ump of

rotten wood for sPede

We'd.dug up bore or two, .
When June made bright suggestlon

"Let's but

darped thlngs in stew"

But pseudo-enthropologlsts
Stood gsping round about:
~"Bones ‘mean hard cgsh fto scientists,
‘ 8o make your stew W1thout"

. N Some said. ‘twas dlnto-saurlus
-+ % And some -asked when ‘ahd how =
-An@-galled bories fupny‘kinds of - names
' I canuot thlnk of now. R

We gave the blts to our fr1end Kleth
Who wag the first to.see! em-‘

He ‘gave 'us wrltten.guarantee
To take ‘same’ to Museum. -

Man at Museum let Kleth 1n31de

To another

he gave a wink,

To get a.really strong- cage ‘ready:
He'd cauOht the: m1ss1ng llnk. :

“Kieth- then explalned nig’ m1831on
Told tale’ in full of- gourses

-But man-ssaid,

“FAr,:Fou gilly cow:

Itis bit Off-?uddY_gorse!"»:~A

Bob Younger Phil Hall
spent New Year's Bve on the

“and the 1nseparab1e Norma and Chrlsta
Sydney Ferries' "Mystery" trip.

Presumably, this Was a dresg-= rehearsal.for the Tesmanla Journey.

"mystexry", We maan—-not the

ferry»o )

The



STORY IN STONE &~ =~ Part 1.

Aﬁclent Hlstory of the Shoalhaven.
R e .{(by Trouper)

- This is the first of s serles of three artlcles-,fgf

Part 1. Nature of. the Rocks a: bu11d-up to fecllltate the
- understanding: of Eart Ao D

”Part.ll. Interchange - of Land and Seav-- the changlng face of
the regeon, - TearTh. Lah LT

Part 111, The Bungonia LimeetqnefGQIBQwap,

Part 1. Nature of the Rocks.

l

Badgery s Crossing to Bungonla Caves — year by year, we plck our
way up the boulder-strewn gorge of the Shoalhaven River,. but how many
of us ston to wonder at the story of. the rocks .over. Whlch we: step?
The area becomes more attractive when we know ist history, so here
" is an exposition of the geologic build-up of these paris.  Our story
begins some four-hundred mllllon.years agoy. when the highest forms
of life were a few primitive shell~fish, and. the whole area around
Tallong and Marulan was a slimy ooze upon the. floor of ‘an ocean deep.
Yes, the rocks of the Shoalhaven gorge are old 1ndeed and varied is
the tale they tell. A TS T ST USIP

In the beginning, a vast ocean surrounded the then~exast1ng
portions of Australia, and far from.the shorés:of this:sea were the
muds which were ultlmately to forq a tract of land ideal for
bushwalking, However, before we dan upnderstand the:full story, we
must know something of "the roeks. overrwh;ch we¢ ,walk as we proceed
say, upstream from Badgery!s +o- Bungonxa.,f Along the gorge,
brown or grey hard rock predomingtesy and in -places we -ean see that
it is.lp well-defined layers rusmning at verying angles. Above
these, We sce horlzontally banded cliffs W1th a white or grey colour.
The lowier rocks are slate, snd the’dpﬁer Sandstone-' and we shall
cxemine how such rocks are formed. s o

KN SR ',:z_‘: o »\'»‘

Shale, slate llmestone and sandstoneﬂ’”all are famlllar names

and each type of rock is- easy to undcrstand v They are ‘formed as
sediments on the floors of rivers, lokes’ ahd‘4§sad, The finc,

slimy muds such as those found in the banks of the sluggish Nepean,
near Wallacia, may become dried-and -compacted:to-form the orumbllng,
powdery rock we know as" 'shale,; =~ Where the flow is still fast
enough Yo move the clay, but not fast enough to carry coarser
particles, the river bed or sea Tloor becomes covered with sand;

for example the sands which at present choke the Cox R..in the
regions of ‘bhe wWild pO%S. WMQ thoso sends booamg dri “d-,. ‘,‘bhay' may .
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be formed into rock by compression or through being cemented by
substances in waters flowing over themi  This rock is the familiar
sandstone -~ scratch a picce, and you will scrape off small, rounded.
(water-worn)} send grains., These sandstones are usually white; but
may be stained various colours -- e.gi iron oxide stains them yellow,
brown or red, It must be noted that the waves of the sea play =
- great. part in sorting- the sediments weshed into it by rivers:sands ar:>
- aropped in regions near the coast, but the finer silts are carried fru
out, and dropped in-deep waters below the limits of wave activity.

The deposition of muds and sands on the floor of a lake or ses
takes place mainly during ahd after the flood périods of the rivers
emptying into it. At normal . times, ' the waters of the Shoalhaven,
Cox, ete. are clear, but -efter the rains théy are a murky brown: the
waters are then earrying sand and mud, Wwhich will be deposited in the
lower reaches where the current lesseéns, or in the S8ea where the waves
will sort the water~borne burden, leaving sands along the coast, and
the silts in the deeper, ‘unstirred waters. . Thus, the sediments .are
not laid down contipuously, but layer by layer as flood succeds flood;
and hence”the ultimate roeck.is seen to have horizontal bands .("strata"
or "bedding") - - S L S ' _

Then what of the twisted-strata in thé lower gorge? | When we take .
8 pile of sheets '0f paper and press from the sides: with our hands, |
the pages fold up in paraillel layers; and similar has been the process
on the lower rocks. of the..fhoalhaven -- .great earth masses have exerted
terrific pressure on either side of the region, and the whqle.
countryside has crumpled and. folded, with the horizontal bedding planes
distorted in consequence.: == R o . ‘

Folding of the strata is not the only effect of such great earth
forces: the shale itself becomes changed in nature, It loses its
soft, crumbling constituency, changing into a: hard flint (or "chert"),
and theh with continued pressure into_sIate, which loses the
original bedding; but develops theé chardcteristic of flaking off
in layers. ' SRR I

We are now in a position to understanhd@ the development. of the area, .
but one other rock will figure largely.in .our discussion, and that .is
limestone.  This, 'too, is a sediment, but not a sediment in-the '
ordinary sense of the term, for it is really an accumulation’of the
remains of animal organisms. Animals, fiskh, 'shell-fish and even some
plants have skeletons which are composed of. calcium carbvonate -—-and
limestone is calcium carbonate:which has been fromed from an - :
sccumulation of such animal and plant skeletons. ~ We have today &
well-known concentrationof- these remains, which in future ages will
form a limestone belt such® gs how runs. in broken:stages through .
Yarrangobilly, Bungonia, Wombgysn,  Jedalan, sto. ~- Lhis present-day
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examale is the great Barrler Reef ; -the ‘calcium --containing remains of

;orals which even.today -are stlll bulldlng the 11mestone belt of the~
uture. L et _ S

T LT e e

Somethlng of the. hlstory of the area is now famlllar to us -~ the
laying down of muds and. sands, and the building up of & coral reef-~
all. of which are now raised h1gh above the waters under which they
once lay. Thus, in the next article we shall sSée how land and sea
have changed places in thisg area on the-Shoalhaven River. "

| ' hnAdelside Glub: ---:t" :
The old i } hand v1ews the new. K

Thanks to the hospltallty of Mr. O’Louahlln Collector of Customs
for S.A., I recently spent a day with the newly—formed ‘Adelside Bushe
walkers at their Chrlstmas eamp hear: Nount Crawfora in the Mbunt ,
Lofty Ranges., - e PRI S T ‘ ~

And what & day it was. The menu ran from fresh fish to ants! eges,
and the day's activities from hacking down a.real live sappling
(amidst my mental remonstrations, "OhI what would Marle sayl™) to an
dfternoon's play at archery. RS R : - :

As it is a new club I expected ell the manifestatlons of
gadgetosis which: betray the novice: . big knives, bigibillies,
extraneous heavy clothing, hstchets, trenching tools, .and’ so on. I
was plezsantly surprised. Aamlttedly, I did see two heavy knives,. one
hatchet and one trenching tool, but these were. excusable as they had-
motoxr transgort rlght to the camp 31te.-; Do

Their PLeSldent "Billv Llndsay, is an exgert ‘on bush surv1val
("living off the lapd" if you will) and it was he who turned over roeck
after rock in the searsh for ants! egas, which seem to be almost a.
delicacy theresbouts, They may be boiled, fried or poached, but are
best if taken raw.  This s.ves the 1abour of cooking and there is

no washing-up. Ants' eggs are quite palatable, and may be.

compared %remotely with cooked, unsweetened rico... Edibleé 3uck¢s
{"bleckboys" to ug) offer apother food: to:the lost, hungry walker.

Oh, yes, I. knowi«-bushwalkers don't run. out of foodi *  But I know of

at 1eastxpne party who spent two days with empty stomachs, and on the. -
Grose at that; and surely you have heard- of the party Who breasted IO
Hannel‘s Spur on . saccnarin and mllk‘P ,;Iq,m ne . _ =

It was amusing to see. them buxldlng thelr flres in: tlns and for a
moment I tried to visualise kerosene tlns on; Cloudmaker. - However
I was assured that we in N.S.W. have not the bushfire risk that thay
hesve, and their sction probably arisad from the fect that their
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country is grass oountry, an inflammsble tinder in their dry sufmery

They have an amaz1ng tree in S.A.: the "red" gum (a botanist called
it "eucalyptus thistledownia", but the title is viewed with
suspieion). They warned me- never to pitch my tent beneath one of
these giants. On a clear, calm day the red gum will suddenly drop onc
of its largest and greenest -limbsi{ = These appear to snap quite cleanly
near the trunk, with no warnlng ‘and’ no &pparent reason.-'

In Adelaide, there appears to be nonée of the controversy, heavy
boots versus sneakers. They seem to consider that boots and
gaiters are the rule for all country. However, this failing is not
universal, and boots will probably become" almost non-existent when
they realise the greater comfort of sncakers on easy ground. They
will probably nevar become so ardently lightweight as some of
ourselves, due to the easier nature of their bhills - the Mount Lofty
Ranges terrain might be compared with the Megalong Valley, without
the background c¢liffs - but it was indecd good to see a common-
sensc approach, and to compare their efforts with the laughable ex-
ploits of many N.S.W. "hikers" of equal experience. -

ares!

At Baster, the Adelaids club plans to "do" the Grampi.ns wheére

. they will join forces with the Melbourne ‘bugsh walkers. Whllst we

may consider that a guide robs new ground’ ‘of half its glamour, would
not inter-state, inter-glub walks be an’ 1nterest1ng 1nnovatlon on the
walks grogramme in, 88y, Chrlstmas Woek? : :

Every suecess to our South Australlan confreres in What seems to be a
new form of club in thelr state. : -

o

A Dax Out = . - : -
With the Adelaide Club.'

w0 01<ou7-/*
£ COMES A
ggu%HVVALKEK3




: EXTRA’ EXTRA‘
Blg Bushwalker B01lover’ ‘

Carousal at Cusal. ngh-JlnkS 1n Hyde Park’ o
The welkers at Christmas -- whew! .did they spark,’
(We print this in défiasnce of decorum

Without the’ flfteen members- for 8 quorum.)

Read all about it o
_EXTRAL -

LTV me' my head’ my achlng head
SR | really wish that I were deadlM.
.+ So quoth the walking multitude,
" Who rent. the air with curses rude
" That awful Wednesday moxn, .
As, moaning and forlorn,.
N They gasped, "Oh, gee.
AnAPC.. ]
Off drlnk I now have sworn.?
' Okay, okay. you thought me . merry.
Perhaps I was, but sober? Veryl:
At ten o! clock you said to me,
"Iwo (ground) sheets in the W1nd I-sce."
"Hooray!™ you thought, "the g0531p seout -
Has got too tight and passed right out.

So _here I g0 upon a Bpree; v:}_ﬂreh.wﬁfu

“He'll never ‘get the print on me. "
But you were wrong, my cherubrin,
For though I made unholy din '
Pretending not to see,

I chuckled loud with glee

For in my brain
This wild refrzin

"Was runnlng flerae and free.

A raecy- red—head dressed in green
Ex-President; Oh, quite a queen!

Got amorous as she could be - -

With Roley Cotters oh, tee-heel
. I'11 mention not her name to you
‘(as if I really needed tol)

‘Her face, of course, was highly flushed,
And even Hallstrom deeply blushed
As in his list'ning ear

She whispered, "Clemmie, dear ~-
They gave me ginl

Oh, what a2 sin,

In future I'11 take beer.”

ey 3
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The year's blg event will be'L”
7th, 8th, and GtH, Brilfig the u

w4 T think we ‘oughter, : RS
. 8tiek to. Water,;;-;.~ R

o ——

Then placed them Baek upon;the t'ble
To go and idance: (thos wno-weremable‘)
And as thé ‘ances ™ “and-wanedl .

'E%HNonydrrnkers lookrng_hlghly p&lhed

The clamour slowly grew .
And ‘some“weére saylng "Whew‘

In licu of this vile brew.“ ' Co e

A singing. contest plcssedqthe crowd :

(Although offstage . was  just: 8BS 1oud)
When Dorman soft the seales trilled,

o cAndstorhis noteds the: crltlcs thrllleda*
" . He. added octaves-towthe scﬂle :

Just:like the. operatlc cwhale,- 'y, ”z{‘"

'K‘>And would-have added moré; & ;;a

But stayed he from it for

" Qur human car , | i

Befogged with beer . 3 i

‘-Would not spprcclete hIS scoro. ’

L MGed Save the Klng" found Blllle Burke_
~With many tankards still at work.

As with great impropricty ...Q;ij
And disrcgard for ploty,.u, .

“He swajed bofore tho ¥ast Brray’

. v+ Of jempty rbottles :on-his tray; -
+-:Regardlsss of his.-balance: rlsky S
;. Butfeeling-still quite .gay and frlsky
- "Noy thet. I think“is sherry, . Lo

And this is brs ndy, cherry;
And this, I fcar, )

ciy q*Is doggoned beer.-u,
Gawd“shaVe the. Klng, where 1s the whisky‘“ el

-

Fedarat1on Reunion.

"Jurnang Palms on Februar - o ‘

ife- and bring the kids, - or"

dotails refer to the top btlce bo rd or at Paddys.
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EXTRA‘ EXERA‘ -

i christmas At Ba&eman'sg_;x

A participant spills tho beans‘-- and the gossip scout lends an ear.

India may have its Fakirs, but we have our own. rcal-llfe
fire-walkoer! sShirley King, no loss. And-a reslly fine. job did
she meke of it: right on the very. last day, with nothlng more to do
than be carried homel

- Fishing -- yes, fishing.'- Dennls Gittoes on one ond of thao line,
with fifteen pounder (Oh, yeahz) rook cod- on 'tuther. '

Colin Lloyd; Bill cosgrove and George Dibley turned- thelr camp
into a flrst-ciess rostaurant, - - Seventy pounds of food: in five days!
This, by @ slight amount of mentol arithmetic, works out:at just
undcr 5 lbs. por man - dayll! A plum pudding every night and B
tummy =che ¢évery moraing. y

~ Eric Rowen may be a ProsPeotlve but he knows all the tricks., He
can persuade 2 woman to esrry the: t»ntl - mAh, yes," said.the -
hardened sceptic, "Betty's only a Prospeot.- Waxt 'til you ‘ean put
that over s woman.Member'" ' S L :

Maureen Taplin and Hannah Shibuys .must be-true bush walkerse
They rcally believe that a-short-cut: is.the-longest- distasnce between
two points. Their latest effort is:- Lllyvale-Era-Lllvvale vie
Wollongong and a1l statlons north’,All thls mlnd you. on ) %1cket to. -
‘Waterfall? Tl haozl ‘

And whilst on the sub;ect of. Manxeyn -—-Shu planned a fourteen-
dey trip to Koseiuskd with ‘a-mere fourtéen: pairs of soxi! A ochango-
daily girl who hasn‘t heard of iux? :

L n et i e et m e
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Whlther When Lost?

Onc of the journals regularly recelved by the elub is the the. .
magezine of the POTOMAC APPALACHTIANS TRAILS CILUB: =nd a rccent article ;
included the statoment that: Adults and okildren old enough O <
-reason go down when lost, whilst. children under five or sixX g0 UDe"

"Phis sentence might well be memorised by bushwalkers, perticularly |
in the Blue Mountains. If one were lost, and kepturesolutely to a

downward course, one would always have water and would almos?t

certainly find h%blt”tlon in three or four days under normal

condltlons. Going up, cne might end up on Cloudmsker or

Guouogang -- or on a2 hot, dry rldge from which the only view was

higher ridges on every hand. Eui I Porget, »— bughmallkers ‘dontt.goh

lost,



