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COOKTOWN THE _"DRIZAM TOWN"
- ‘ ' Brian Bgrden & Ted, Smith,

Wo came to Cooktown by way of a small R.A.A.F. crash boat and, while waiting
on the jetty there for transport, we happened to ask one of the lads how far the
town was and whether we could ™ake a 'bus", Far a second he looked at us in
amazement and then in typical Re.AJA.Fo. style,saiq\“Are you kiddin?"

That just about sums up the whole place = 1t wakes ong wonder how it ever
oxists, The town from a distance looks very much like any other country town
eses the same dusty streets with the typical weathenboard buildings on either
gide and the inevitable assortment of cattle dogs lounging around in the shade,
However, this is only from.a distance. One sesus to realise and feel its deadness
only when one stands beside those ramshackle buildingsi or in the centre of that

.dusty road, Most of the structures are two storied with the windows of the shops

underneéﬁh‘boardad up, and.here and there a door stands open, showing soms relic of

former trade, In one shop there etill stand ancient barber's chairs where, most

likely, gold miners came in days ‘gone by to spruce up before going for entertain-
ment at one of the many hotels that now stand empty along the main gstreet, TFor

. the most part, however, these shops nold only huge empty shelves and counters,

- the dust of ages covering their vast expanses.

' Unoffieial figures state the population to be in the vicinity of three
hundred, We think that must also include the herds of goats and cows that roam
the town at will, At the present time there are two hotels open for business and
they for only three or four days a woeks ' :

o . 0f course, the town does come to life sometimes and then the pepulation, or )
what's left of it, really goes wild, After the Japanese capitulatien the town went in
for an orgy of "happiness"T At the height of this celebrating one of the publicans

rulled two barrels into the mein street and sat astride, one pouring out drinks

which were "en the house", That afternoon, dogs, goats, and humans (malc, female,
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half=caste and quarter=caste alike) were roposing peacefully from.one.end.of.
4he town to the other, B :

Lo feeg

Twe of the gborea are run by .Ohinese and the cafe is run by the wife
~ of $he only “shift” worker in town, T

When the Air Force lads hit town, business becomes.very brisk and what
could be more natural than for hubby to give a hand in the kitchen, Weé have -
never tasted mors delicious hamburgers than those cooked by this versatile man,
Of course-kerosense lanterns make things more pleasant for proprietress and-

cugtomer alike as we defy anyone to see what he is eating by the light of one @
of these horrurs, ' o S

Theiv 1s a picture show, In the one and sixpenny "bleachers" sit the o
‘black popu’stion and anything else that may happen to stray in, In the two
and sixpeniissz are usually the R.A.AJFe lads and a fow of the locals with their
.children, FKowever, in the dress circle, (a raised platform about two feet from
the other s=213) sit the loeal ministers; polioceman and wife, and all other
persons of -fuading-in the town, Sometimes an R.A.A.F, lad with one of the -four
~eligible gizis in town might manage to sit with the “elite" but he usually feels
very uncom’n.ctable befdre the night is over due to his numerous mates who speak
to him lovi:gly from the two and sixpenrmies below, We don't think™ahybody comes
for the purruss of actually seeing the ghow.= it's just a case of seeing people
end finding out what has happened in the past six or seven daySeeeses if
anything, " :

_ To the fortnightly dances which are held in the same hall gsometimes come
residents who ride for up to thirty miles, Little black boys and girls stand on
the stairs outside and gaze with awe at the bright lighte.For the most part .
the populationr seems to consist of children, There are literally hundreds of them
at these dances, .usually ranging in age from three or“four-up;tg¢about,fourteén

. both gboriginal and whites alike, - ThHey tire of looking at their mothérs and
fathers dancing and turn to Zames, 'Socon there “ig muach screaming end whooping
but we have yot to see ‘anyone bat an eyelid at the commotion, We wonder what
would be the effeoct at one ©f our owm suburban hallg if 'a crowd of these
"Cookies" descended upon them, . S :

The beach is a mile from town and is quite reasonable at high tide buk--
this one and others of its kind in Northern Queensland are greatly over-ratad,
~ We woulc prefer even Bondi on a Sunday with its crowds to some of these mud
covercd expanses with never a sign of a decent "shoot", Ce

Tt it

. ..., . Uookboim can never hope to return to its former greatacese: -Gold and ’
coppor niding were once the magnoet which attracted thousands of poople to it,
Now that these are gone the only comtaot with the outside world is: by the small

ooggtal toat “Mirinda" which calls with eupplies once a week, The people that
are lel* here dream happily ony all geem conténted but for a few "strangers”
“(who @rve been there only ten or twelve years).

L%

. “zelv geans of livelihood baffles us, Exceﬁﬁ for the government jobs
sos Poglt Oifice, Police Station, etc, there seeie nothing to do but drink onsself
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to death and that with a choicg of-vhly twe pubs, Even to a Bushwalker the
country would not appeal.but Tor g few square miles oGt of town near the
'drome! which is fedfly clear ghomnd rd quite pretty.

._'.._,.m’“-

- For that quiet héiiday“whichfﬁhéAdcctor so often recommenda, Cooktown would
be . idonl. S T
. {Tue’iutinors have painted a very gloomy picture of Cooktowm
" but the most damning evicencs is their wish, expressed in
=oparate letter, o subscribe to "The Sydney Bushwalker", Ed,.)

W

s |

A report of thé Anhual Meeting and list of the new officers will reach you
in time but kere are a few to go on withi=

PRESIDENT « Jack Rose : :

VICE PRESIDENTS "= . Roley Cotter and Arthur Gilroy,
TREASURER =« Maurie Berry, '
SECRETARY =~ Hilma Galliott,

SOCIAL SECRETARY e« Laurie Wood

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY « Ron Knightley

WALKS SECRETARY = Colin Lloyd,

Col. Bob Savage has done a good piece of work in having 1000 trees plantéd

at Balcombe Military Camp, In addition, he has established a Beergarden,
The biergartin (as nom-drinkers would spell it) has flagged walks and is
povered with old camouflage nets over which run runner beans, . (It has not

yet been proved that the beans run any faster than ordinary beens hor yot that
their spirals are any more eccentric), This beangartin is 1it by a soft
amber glow suffuséd by the beor bittle wall=brackets, How exciting to strike
a real beangarting ‘ ’ . :

It has been said that Bushwalkers are opportunists, have initiative etec,
They may have "ebc, but that is about all, Not one had the scientific
curiosity to ask Mr.Norman Chaffer at the recent lecturs where our birds
could have migrated, ' ' R

Joe Turner wrote us @ long letter advocating living in the céﬁﬁﬁry.in the
most glowing terms, Heyy where does this Joe Turper live? - "‘In the . -
Himglayan foothills? wo O g RRL T e




OFFISHAT _ EXTRA

We are giving a report of the Annual Reunion in order to anticipate
the questions which will be asked in Parliament,

In case you haven't studied your Walks Programme lately, it was held
at Moorabinda or Heathcote Creek, same as last year,

A few pyvople went straight from the meeting, (it wasn't hard to drag
oneself from il and, catching a late train; made a long weekwend of it,
Children and workers arrived at various times on Saturday as feeding and working
hours respectively permitted, We noticed that the children who, last ysar, were
carried down to the re-union, with( figurativeliy) napkins on the side, walked
“themselves down this year, This was a most depressing spoctacle for those of
us who, having no children of our own either with or without napkins, have no
such deadly record of the passing years,

About six=ish (we're still on Saturday) everyone started to cook dinmner
early, secretly and privately, as thoy thought, each hoping he'd finish carly
and so secure the best position round the camp fire, As it was, however,
tonts and fires were so jammed together, all city=like and matey that nothing
could possibly remain secret, and you found yourself stirring custard and vaguely
thinking "Just fancy I don't remember bringing cugtard, much lessg putting it on
to cook™, then realising that your own fire was two -short steps away, over which
your neighbour was bending, stabbing knives into your vegetables which weren't
cooked anyway, :

Aftor all this we tramped down to the camp fire or fires, as there were
twoy very neat and compact, The new President, Jack Rose, received the symbols
of office very graciously and we hope that none of the ex=Presidents heard the
enquiry from someone, "Which of the 0ld Presidents does the Bone come fromJ%

We hag three cheer leaders for the singing, but if{ was very good,
There was a slight breakaway on the left side, this side showing a regrettable
tendency to swing everything, We should have liked to hear more from Peter
Page and Edgar Yardley, but were very grateful for the pleces we heard,

The "stage" was situated on last year's camp fire site, (sentimental
reasons we assume) but it didn't meke "entering" easy. No one can maintain
poise walking on cinders and ashes, There were real curtains this year = Three
groundsheets, exquisitely draped and hung by 12 clothes pegs unwillingly
"lent" by Mrs, Frank Duncan, who couldn't keep her eyes off them all night,
Eerly in the evening the curtains were run by impressed labour but later, one
strong wire did the jeb very capably,

The first sketeh, an ambitious attempt at "Snowwhite", was played before
and behind the curtains at the whim of the players and when things were uncertain
the curtains proved very facosaving, Ray Kirkby as a very rude mirror, mirror
boing a strategically hung tin plate'y lost his mirror at a eritical moment
with no loss of aplomb, Iater in the evening he reminded us of those=dear=
dead=days=boyoni=recall=thank=God, by his true to life picturs of a predatory
Yank on his (the Yanks)old stamping ground, Wynyard,

O
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And all the children wanted to know what Malcom McGregor found in the
tent that made him lick his lips like that,

Hot d&gs and cocoa for supper} A bright idea that, We heard someone
reMark that they proforred biscuits but think it was just a pose.

) With all the children and weaker people in be d the unorganised part
of" the nlght commenced, All the o0ld songs were sung and those of us who just

14y back and listendd with great enjoyment wondered why it is that they never

soem stale when sung at a reunion, We roally thought that it was going to
be an all-night session when most people suddenly disappeared, to bed we
trust, A few drops of rain. fell. Just as a threat, but enough to suggest
rotirement for most peoples’ B

We are still wondering why Arﬁhur 1n51sted he wagy first, Captain Oates
then George Somebody, and why this should make some of the glrls giggle so
and talk incessantly like suffrageties.

Anyway, a"beaut" re=une,

Tho Social Programme for April consists . éﬁtlrely of "free"
v nights go members can spend their nights deing good work for
the Club .

The Play Night advertised for May 3lst has been’ moved forward
to May 24th, This promises to be an entertaining nlght with
many new stars, On second thoughts - delete “new",

Breaking away from a couple of Rear-Admirals, Doris Allden

recently entertained Bob Savage and "Mouldy" Harrison in the

Melbourne Wrannery, Such a delectable array of foods, mostly

fabulous to civilians, was served to the guests that the

telling should be godd propaganda for recruiting for the
King's Naveg

Two distinguished names cah again be included amongst those
presen’ = Tom Moppett and Jack Debert, We hope their re=
appearance means further walking days.

4% +he Reunion, Arthur Gilroy's tent was especially chosen
for the co=tenting tests as it was thought least
likely to blush,




BUSHWAIKERS! AR MEMORIAL

By "Mumbedah,

it is my oripicn that insufficient notice and careful consider-
atice wn: siven in the matter of determination of the nature or selection
of a sitn of the proposed Bushwalkers War Memorial, The decision to
recommend to the Federation the creation of a park on Narrow Neck Peningula
wes msfle with undue haste, and, incidentally; by no means unanimously.,

The Annual Gonersl Meeting should have been confined to the
election of officers and to urgont problems where delay may smbarrass the
Federation or be the means of losing an opportunity, The folk present
were "caught on the hop" and I think an ill-considered decision made,

A small portion of land on the approaches of Narrow Neck with
its poor, stunted and scraggy vegetation is a bleak, stony, dreary soil=
eroded spot to crecate a Memorial Park and not a fitting tribute to the
momory of our fallen comrades, By the expression "park" one visualised
ornamental trees, rockeries, flowering shrubs and the like = to wit,
Hinkler and Kingsford Smith Parks in Katoomba = indeed worthy of those
famous flyers, Our effort should be commensurately as worthy, But to
envisage such a park on Narrow Neck is fantastic, Therevare but a few
inches of sandy soil covering a rocky base and the strong westerly winds
which sweep across would render the grewth of any introduced vegetation
almost nil, The Federation in any case has not the finance to maintain
such a park and to rely on honorary work by federated club members = well,
we find it difficult to get a wdunteér for a simple job in the city. The
perpetuation of the entire Narrow Neck Peninsula as a park would be much
more desirable provided it could be left in its present state, which is very
doubtful, However, there is no reason why our present offorts to have this
declared could not be spurred on to have this reserved as a memorial,
but Katoomba Council, no doubt, would be very loth to relinquish their
control, From the point of view of majesty and beauty the Blue Gum Forest
geems to be more idealy perhaps the Trustees may have a word to say}

In view of the lengthy period involved to suitably impress the
Government as to our desires, it is my idea that a lasting record should
be struck in the form of a brass tablet, inset in rock or a cemented cairn
on some commending view~point off the beaten track and visited by the
true bushwalker who would appreciate it, Clear Hill is becoming more
and more popular and has on occasions been visited by a type who would
not hesitate to pump two or three 422's into a sign,

I can think of no more fitting place than Splendour Rock on
Mours Uingo as it commands all the Cox River country where the boys loved
to room so well, The Rock is centrally situated in the proposed
Bluc Motataing National Park and should by virtue of its pogition remain
in the primitive state, As one gazes upon the peaceful gcens, the
presence of the tablet should well turn one's thoughts to a little
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meditation on: the. fact that our bovs gave thelr lives to help in the

great s+rngle so that we to~day are firee from domination of a foreign

power, )

:VHat ver mﬁy ‘be the outcome of an approach to the Fedoration
on tbooe lineu, I think this Olub,sheuid, in the ovent of an unfavourable
wiow boing Tzknn by the Foderation C ,'13 cruct our own ccumemoration
tabley to Lqeﬁmemory of Gordon Ymitk and Jordon Mshrell on Splendour
Rock ort I am zny sich move will receive the full approval and

- support o Oomomhorse

YOUR OPTOMETRIST

GOODVAN - MoT.0e

Optometrist and Optician ~
20 Hunter Street, SYDNEY

Tel: B3438"

Modorn methods of aye examlnatlon and Eye Tralnlng
Careful Spectacle Flttlng

F1x1ng an app01nument will facllltate the
‘rogervation of time for giving you proper
. attention, but should you be unablo to
" ring us beforchand, your visit will be
welcome st any time you- may choose t6 call
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THROUGH THE EASTER BYWAYS

Allen A, Strom,.

Let®r oo ihds Milidery Vap of +ths Barrington Tops, See that long,
dravmecut o7 whlch separatcs the WillZamus from the Chichester? What a
terrific, brnkar, zigezagging, oresk-ssien mass of evil it is!y With the

! e B 3 9 £ :
egoism of tie nuw chum, we goaded ovruelives inmbo believing that we'd manage

this ridge as wo'd managed the Williaing Ridue or auny other decent, self=-
respecting, straight-forward tapering roof orf a denuded landscape.

But then, the Barrington is diffsrens == its Snow Gums are a wretched cross
between the mallee type of the Australiarc Alps and the Seribbly Gums of our sand= >
stone tops, Good Lord} +they grow everywhere, up the peaks and down, tumbled and
broken or growing in groves as spindly saplings == and, what is more desperate,
it's impossible to take a bearing or a sight anywhere!  The military (upon the
map) says in its wisdom, =- "complets camouflage"; if only this were a paper of
disreputey, I could have my saje

Coming from the Tops we tried to pick that ridge == in one == and as we
procesded gently down and downy with rain forest just peeping over the edge
to the right and left == we breathed nervously == breathed with fear == and
then it happened! We were hemmed in by brush! Racked with thirst and
saturated with sweat, I looked at Doug, == "Go on" he said, "the brush is
better than a return through those Snow Gums".

- Down and through == through thet pitilessly cruel vine, the lawyer Vinej
and two thousand feet below we are on the Chichester = sometimes with water
round our chest, sometimes with raging, narrow gulches and maddening water=
falls == twisting, turning == always with the silent, green, clammy brush ==
occasionally the blood=curdling, screaming whistle of the great black and yellow
cockatoo,

That night we slept the clock round as we lay on a flat patch hewn from
the virgin forest == next day we moved off with the hope that soon we would
see the green swards cubt by man from the army of the giant timberss before
two hours had passed, we were confronted with a narrow ravine charging down, down
-= by walls of wretched hornfels == God never made a harder rock} "What now?" my
eyes agked == and it was up and up, higher and higher, towards the crown of the
ridge -= four thousand feet at the crest, the brush as thick as ever, and
whistling Iyre Birds scattering at their first sight of man! For four hours
we hacked and pushed, and swore, and fell == following the ridge, following
the ridge == that confasing, ever=branching ridge between the Williams and
the Chichester =- with ne'er a sight worthwhile == not a check to flutter the
flagging spirit, only torn legs, torn arms, torn thighsj the tender flesh
finds irritation from the softest rustle of the grasses,

e & ® & 6 & & ¢ ¢« o 3

And so came the cuiet, the calm, aftér exertiont The blood pounding thrut
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the templesy the limbs aching with excess activity;. 'tis all finished

and quietly we ramble along the fertile, cultivated -banks of the Chichester ==
the light chlcrophyll green of grass and herb ending abruptly against the
still=wooded hills, An age=old church and a school, farmehouses by a swift,
crystal-clear stream, the terrors of ravine now n;dden in the blue smirk

of the far-off Tops, dominating the background,

Slow;y we mooched along, ceasing to remari:
gsheer boredom of repetition, until we enter the »
Suffice here to say, I have seon nothing more Teaz :
reaching to the knees; extending from dam~edpe %2 an 1ily straight, eiean

.and uprlght Srotted Gums. Did we suffer mouwntain vonl and gerge whilst here,
nestling in quiet and easy simplicity, was this hwq*en valley, this masterpiece
of colour, tone, and contour? For one day we faltercd and caught our
breath, paid homage and thought of those who must tear the muscle=tissue

from the bone before.their lust for bushwalking is appeased,

on "ho seft Loar ;‘ ST

[ FRPTI
ts of ihe YW
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The merits of Narrow Ndck as a park were under discussion,
"It has practically no earth on it" chorussed several,
Well, wo have seen a number of necks with not quite so much
dirt on them,

Who left a bottle at the Reunion‘campflre? Anyohé answering
this question is sure to receive our thanks and a black
eye some dark nlght.

Readers are asking these questions,

Why was hot a Government Investigator sent by plane to see
the appalling living condltlons in some parts of
Moorabinda?

Cannot better lights be irstalled in the corridors gt
Paddy's for the convenience of queues in the long
Winter mornings? ‘-

Iveryone should know thdt a psych6logica1 meteorologist is a
mzi who looks into a girl's eyes to see weather,
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OBBLIGATO - By K.M,

The scene was the monthly meeting of the Council of Federated Bush Walking Clubs
- 8n occasion where decorur. rules, where formality holds sways where members, though
they may have shared & cent, nay,even toothpaste, at the previous week-end, address
one gnother distant g as Miss Wotherspoon or Mr,Cholmondeley as the case may be:

or rather, do not address one another at all, but make oblique references via the
chairman,

Sentiment and frivolity have no plecs cn the agenda, as all who have been
present at a meeting will agree.

But the month was February, the night was hol, az? in the Olympian heights four
floors sbove the council chamber dwelt a broadeasbting station, which shall be
nameless, Why should we give it a free plug in our popular magazine?

The Federation's tireless secretary was, as usual, one of the first to arrive,

"T think we shall have some air™ she said, flinging the windows widd with the
utmost abandon,

Delegates trickled in by ones and twos, mopping their brows, and the meeting
opened in its wonted orderly manner, Indeed there was no untoward circumstances
until the proceedings were well advanced, The trouble began quietly, one might
say insidiously, while the secretary was reading the correspondence, '

"Re toilet rooms on Cheltenham stétion = the Commissioner for Railways
writes refusing our request", '

"Iay your little head on my shoulder™ screened a husky baritone voice sym-
pathetically from upstairs,

Ignoring the invitation the secretary continueds

"A letter from a Mr.Golightly of Come=by=Chance, saying that he has a tent
for saley 8 x 6 = "

"Mhispering while you cuddle near me" the wheedling voice went on,

The meeting stirred uneasily on its hard chairs. Really, this was not the
timcasae ) :

“Cgn't they shubt their windows?" asked the Hon,Sec a little unressonably.
"They too need the air" murmured the sotto=secretary, blotto voce,

"They appear to have ity whati" said Mr,Cholmondeley, secretary of the
Iollback Loungers.

"They do indeed" said Miss Wotherspoon, guiltily checking the action of her
foot which was beating time to the musics

"Procecd” said the President.

"letter from Mr Rufus Baggs, saying that he has reconsidered his decision
to resign from the Federationw" '

"Fhispering why you'll neVer leave me, whispering why you'll never grieve me ="
chimed in the voice from aloft, .

"otters from six hew members Wi wiries re bush walking clubs",
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The orchestra finished its whispering campaigh and paused before embarking
on deeper seas of passion, They began the Beguine,

"The Federation Reunion will be held in October as it was last year, on the
week=cnd nearest the "full moon="

"It brings back a night of tropical splendour" sang the voice from above = this
time a throaty tenor, '

Y,

' bl
"Letter to the Youwkth Hostel Association, re use of hostels for conferences, It
was feared thoy mighlt degenerate into cheap boarding houses, It was reported that
people even tock poriable gramophone and wirelesses with them",

" « and down by the shore an orchestra's playing" warbled the songster,sostenutos

"Re portions of land north of Burning Palms ="

" = and even the palms seem to be swaying ="

"the Minister for Lands writes that no satisfaction can be expected" the secretary
went on valiantly, "Nor is anything to be hoped for as regards resumptions at
Narrabeen", ' :

" « gnd now when I hear people curse the chance they have wasted, I know but too
woll what they mean" carolled the tenor with a surprising return to commonsenses in
fact the words might have sprung from the lips of the secretary herself,

"The Bouddi Working‘Bee will be held on the second week end in May ="
"To live it again is past all endeavour"™ the singer declared, con spirito,

"By Jove, he's right there" murmured several voices approvingly, thinking of
t'e heavy loads on them by Governor Byles in last year's punitive expedition,

"Order!" said the President,

"Here are letters from the secretaries of soveral clubs which had been on the
unfinancial list, apologising, enclosing fees and promising that the oversight
will not occur again",

"gnd hero we are, swearing to love for ever, amd promising never to part" added
the tenor, who was now accompanied vocally by several other lads of the village
and full orchestra,

"ouder Mariel® cricd Dave above tke din, forgetting the oblique form of address
in his agitation, .
The secretary obliged by raising her voice a few somitomes,

"Bush Fire Posters. Suggestions for new posters have been received = one is
'Put out Your Picnic Fire'! ="

" . let the love that was once a fire remain an ember" sobbed the voice, con
fuoco ¢ con amore,

"and I would add, poor cold water on it till you can walk through it barefoot"
continued the Secretary,

"Oh yes let them begin the Beguine =" bellowed the boys upstairs -.but at th%s
point the chairman was understood to remark that if they were just going to begin
the Beguine it was time we ended, and he therefore declared the meeting closeda
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Well not exactly, but if we had one we'd have them in it,
Instead they (the bats) content themselves with whesling and
cavorting in a super display of aerogymnastics in the garden
and the street in front of the house, Their powers of flight
are amazings they beat any bird in their ability to change
direction in quick time, They appear at dusk and wing their
way ‘in silence avoiding with uncanny precision obstacles such
as branches and phone wires, The lack of noise is rather
interesting for if we had bats ears we would hear quite a lot
which raises the interesting question "If a noise is something
which can be heard, is something we can't hear a noise?"
Apparently the bats make plenty of noise (or should we say
vibration) but is of such a frequency as cannot be detected
by most human ears. I say most advisedly because I had a
camping companion once who affected a very superior ailr. because
his ears were capable of hoaring bat talk, Scientists think
that the bat uses the reflections (or echoes) of these
vibrations for avoiding obstacles in the dark in a similar way
to the modern devices used by ships o detect loebergs. Nature - -
generally gots in firet with these bright ideas. : ”

r e o

‘X £ X X X X. X X X X X

Paddy is pleased to advise that he now has stocks of
first quality green japara for the making of tents, Orders
will be accepted for any stock pattern tent, :

PADDY PALLIN,
tPhone: B3l0O1, ' | 327 George Street
SYDNEY .

CAMP GEAR FOR WALKERS : : ;



