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DUST.

This sick dust,spiralling with the wind,

is harsh as grlef‘~ tagte in our mouths

and has eclipsed the small sun.

The remnant earth turns evil,

the steeleshocked land has turned against the plough
and runs with wind all dayjand all night

sighs in our sleep against the windowpane.

Wind was kinder once,carrying cloud
like a waterbag on hlS shoulderjsun was kinder,
hardening the good wheat brown as a strong man.
Eapth was kinder,suffering fire and plough,
- "breeding the unaccustomed harvest,
Leaning in our doorway together
watching the birdcloud uhadowu,
the fleetw1ng windshadows trawvel our clean wheat
we thoughtourselves rich alrcady,
We counted the beautiful money
and gave it in our hearts to the child asleep,
who must never break his.body
against the plow and the stubborn rock and tree,

But the wind rises;but the earth rises,
" running like an ev11 riversbut the sun grows umall
and when we turn to each otner our eyes are dust
and our words dus‘b...........-......

Iugith Wright.
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by Allen AJStroms

Australis is scarcely a land of tall mountains and jungle
forests, Right at our back door the rolling plains run out towards the
Darling. Very soon the tall gums give way to stunted mallee,or deep gre
-green of cypress pine,the scraggy, bushy "currant bush" or mulga looking
like a birch broom in a fit,

It was dark,very davk whan tha 33lvew City Comet coughed into Brok
Hillt¢s disreputbtable railway steyd Wlicw morning came,after a brief res.

snatched in the famocus Sturt Taric, s new world was before us, This is a
trily remarkable city for such sbenlube tenlation,

(:,

Imagine cur compleso ssnse of loss when we came bo erect our tent
-not 2 tent pole for miles,not a vree,not an inch of wood for fire- if
only Marie Byles were here, Yet this oity of the West holds many secr;™:
that we do not share-~ the colour of the setting sun and the early ro:.-
the soil so richly,so at ractively,so sanguinely red,offset by the gi:
that is greener thawy the "ceaseless mile of &Lhe wheat" jimagine the pur =
and the sapphire blues,the whole box and dice of colours specially .
supplied by the spectroscope. Nol! there is noting in coastal or mountai )
scenery to equal that galaxy of colour to be seenm in the Barrier Ranges,
morning after morning and evening after evening during the warm, Spring
days.e

Do you realise the height of the Barrigr Ranges? Broken Hi11ll itself
is 1,000 feet above sea level, Along the coast that would mean gurgling
creeks,perhaps rain forests at a cliif edge but I guess 1t was long befou
the days when the amoeba crawled amongst the "primordial slimes" that tho
land of the Silver City was the scene of gushing str=ams., Poor worn-off
stumps of mountains are these-~ the decayed roots of a giant's massive
teeth. Occasionally,as at Silverton and Quondong,we happen upon the
remnants of a mighty stream,now but 4 broadened,lazy bed of shifting sanc
Anclent,weary and twisted old guns hang about the banks like the loafers
outside the village pub on Saturdays - walting for a drink,remembering tk
old days,thinking of Sturt and the mighty pioneers who passed their way.

1f one goes far enough West from "the Hi11",one literally drops
off the edge of the range onto the Mundi Mundi Plains., Imagine our feeli:
of amazement when,following a road through rolling hills clothed scantily
in hungry mulga and "pom-pom" everlastings,we were suddenly confronted
with a flat which stretched South,West and North to the horizon., Not iust
your ordinary undulating,commonplace kind of thing but a regular hi11i. 1
table- flat,ohlgo damnedly filat with rising clouds of dust,with Miiz: -

and any number of mirages without the asking. s

In Silverton there is only one cantre of activity,the General it
Store and Post Office,boasting as its headquarters a worn-out wood shec :
end a semi~-collapsible weabtherboard shack., Yet this is a town which oncc
had a town clerk and a mayor but that was before Mr.Rash cracked the
crown of Broken Hill less than eighteen miles away,

A narrow~-guage tramway runs through Silverton from Broken Hill to
Cockburn on -the South Australian Border - The Silverton Tramway.
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- To sit in one of the dog-box carriages whilst the locomotive sped up

the incline of 200 9n one at 10 miles par hour was worth the excessive
charge for these same rails had carried fabulous wealth from the bowels
of the earth to the teeming millions - the most extraordinary deposit of
silver-lead~zine in the world waw the light through the enterprise of
the Silverton Tramway Company, incorporated in South Australia in ninetee
hundred and something.

We made the best of our stay in bordertown - what a desclate I

By zig-zagging down the fence line ( the fence had long since dirom- o (-

we are now able to say that we have been in and out of South Jmstbral:
elghteen times.

The last few days we spent on the Darling River at Menindee.
It's a sleepy town,Menindeel When Burke told Wills to boolt up the teur

at the local drinking house,it was 1little different from what it is today

indeed the grandson of the original owner now owng that hotel in Menind
True,vhen the railway came through on its way to "the Hill" the town ;
tended to shift from around the original punt crossing of the river to

Rty
]

G

the new railway-cum-road bridge;but the old shacks are still there,ch>wed€

by the white ants and gnawed by the slowly passing years. If some one
does not wake up soon,the sand dunes will finish OfFf the job and smother

'the whole town in its final shroud.

The few days under the Murray River Gums beside the swollen
river ended too soon. These camps are ever so different from the usual
walkers! sojourn overnight - methinks they are the camps that Lawson
knew so well and I guarantee there has been many a drover and many a sun-
-downer under these selfsame red gums .

So often in our rush for the spectacular we make for the high-
lights of our land yet we miss the real essence of the country because it
lacks the embellishment of glamour. In the desire bo kmow this country
fully comes the true Australian patriotism. '

seossasndrae @9 veeocoevceonme
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inking of "Strike a light | the light's on stril-
(Buripides) at the XS Party as,owing to the irregular reguiations,d: :
had to be enjoyed by candlelight.

One would think therefore (wouldn't one now?) that there would be

positively nothing to regort but there one would be quite wrong. For,irs

1ittle information is forthcoming from any other quarter, I have,fortunal

~1ly,THE LITTLE BIRDS,who,while floating aloft and pretending to be asles;

always have one eye open #9% news and one for telling me all about it.

Of course as soon as I arrived the big silver one gave me a wink and
told me all about the Coffey family - a daughtber. I can't tell.you the
name as I don't know it and the Birds have knocked gfif for the nighte th

Stork 1s the only one who will do any overtime ever.

That knowing little bird (third from right) laughed and said, "You
know,youtve got 'em bluffed., When the magazine staff arrived at Era
recently,Norma Phillips expressed horror that the latter were to camp-
near her," Result & Perfectly good behaviour whenever the .staff was
looking, v
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by "R.Blue",

Pops was young and enthusiastic ~"Cycling is so much
better than walking ,.... good roads and lovely coasting downhill ...
we could easily do Peat!s Ferry and Wiseman's Ferry and come home
through Galston Gorge to Hornsby esees’ Doubtful,but unprotesting, I
was lead astray so =

One December Saturday afternoon last year we met at Hornsby wit
full packs and our bikes., We set out in a shower of rain but had sce
-ly goné three miles before we were sweltering in the sun,which
continued to smile on us up and down all those hills befors the Hawke:
-bury. It did not take long for us to spread out = Sally,of course,ws)
in the lead,Betty and Peg not far behind. But our energy availed us '
nothing. ‘On a rise outside Cowan a car shot past with two bikes on %
running boerd and I'lo and Pops waving gleefully from the back seat., We
said things no ladies should and tried to console ourselves with the
thought that the run down to Peat's Ferry is better than any car ride
and 1t was - almost, Five miles down hill} ‘

Wekl,that was nice and the trip across on the ferry was vary
pleasant,but what a hill on the other side} Did Pops say cycling was
better than walking? Cycling is walking ~ mostly,

We soon decided to camp at the first sign of water bub wab: =
scarce and Sally and Peg went about half a mile down a cresk bed v 1
finding a trickle over a rock that formed a ting pool,

Betty had trouble putting the tent up. The ground was eftl..
sand or stones and pegs refussd to go in. However we soon had cvearr-
thing settled - except,of course, the sandflies who dined with and
And so to bed,but alas,the night was hot - too hot inside a sleepin:

suicide out of it,for by now the mosquitoes had smelt us out. We snuv
the night crawling in and out until Flo got up at 4 a.m. The rest of v
lay with closed eyes trying to deceive ourselves that we slept. Bub wi
could sleep with Flo tramping cheerfully around and talking ~ bo the

mossies,I suppose. There was nothing to do but have breakfast and "get

on the road before the heat of the day".

It wae hot already at sixz when we set off but the road was go:
and we had some lovely hills to coast down. All wenbt well ti11 we 1
the main road for a cross caintry dirt road. Peg ran into a patch of
gravel and came off, Hurt? No,she is used to scratches.

S The day progressed and so did the heat., There were no views ar
we were surrounded by smoke end haze. A strong wind sprang up bringin
ash and dead leaves with it, We decided to turn back. ‘

A bath in a fine running creek refreshed us considerably and :
set off for the. Hawkesbury again. The long flat stretch before the
ferry was open to the full force of the wind and at one stage Betty a:
bike were lifted right off the road by a sudden gust,

It was only midday when we arrived at the ferry but. it sesm~1
days since we had risen. The haze was so bad we could scarcely sso . ¢
opposite bank of the river and the sun was just an orange balloon
the -sky. ' R
- -We Junched in grand tourist style in some picnlc grounds uand
tried to sleep under a tree but the tree had roots that stuck into ==
and the picnic grounds were inhabited by ants., We soon set out for
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brooglyn station =ud oooivel aie QU S.oU Duile B0 find that the fiwe:

train left at 5.40 p.m.i )

Betty told Pops just what she thought of cycling and Flo blamed
Peg for inviting her on the trip and said she would never speak to her
again. '

The train arrived at 5,40, There was no luggage van for the bike
and people were practically standing on the bumper bars. Next train at
6,50 ~ ditto. The third train arrived at ten past ssven and we squeezed
ourselves and bikes on a outside platform.

Said Flo to Peg - "Wait till the weather's cooler and we'!ll go o
a really nice trip."
Saild Peg - "Does anyone. want a bike cheap?!

CHEEP«CHEEP o

The bird with the big tail said "Do you know that Momldy
Harrison is back?" Then he added,glancing ruefully at his sombre featlcél
"And did you see the bow tile he was wearing,purchased in New York?" Vi,
I did,and if he got it on the Lend-lease principle for cattle and turr. o
could we not gét the latter back? ‘

A garrulous little bird couldn'!t restrain itself from blurting out {l
news which it had heard from a sea bird from Era. "I can't be gquite sur:
it is true," he said,"but these sea birds are straight." Well,it appeirs
that some walkers cannot but do battle when they feel that a wrong has
been done bub three or four lustylife~savers can behave in reverse, That
was Leon's bloomer and,next day,between the appendix scar which preventec
him from doing battle royal and the cut lips announcing a skirmish,Leon
was rather like mince-meat., : -

"For good old~fashioned convention,give me Era',6said the wise bird ne:
the door, "To see Joan Savage slaving back and forwards with the water
whilé Harry reclined on the grass,fair made me nostalgic for the cave~ma:
dayse Bubt we did reward our women with an occasional bone or two but Har:
sooled a bick onto his "missus" so that she had to go home early,"

A 1ittle wren volunteered the information that Alan Hardy is out of
the Army and Back at work., When I asked the wren what it was tittering
about,it said,"I was thinking of a funny story I heard about your "Dorma:
though it!s a bit 01d.  eesse. On - one occasion, 'Dorman' was holding a
carriage of walkers spell-bound by his rendition of "Lord Randall”. He wi
standing with his back to the closed door of the compartment and had just
arrived at the lines (executed with great dramatic effect) "And what
come ye here for,My bonnie young mon?" when the door opened behind him
and a-ticket-inapccbor said "Tickets,please',

I asked a coy bubt pretty bird why skewas looking so disgusted, "v.' .,
wouldn't you be?" she said. "Arthur Gilroy took a W.R.A.N. down to ira
- Just missed drowning her. Indeed,he was so sure everything was over,Lli.;
he paced up and down the rocks wailting to collect the body when the wav s
threw it 9in.. Alas 4% wasntt so -...... mv hovnes are nil. "



by "Socrates'.

What is wrong with our Wallking Club? Nothing as far as I can s-
but this article would be silly if such an assumption were made, So he:
are my suggestlons for renewing that interest in walking which some
people think is the purpose for which the club was formsd, Any
originality is humbly disclaimed as a step in the right direction wrr
made years ago at Kanangra and the surf club at Era has also showm
WaYy e : i

The suggestion is that a series of dancing floors be oivoi.l - e
the countryside, Wo furtusr ilncentive to toth young and old merli. s K
would be required if % werc lmcwsn ,Tor example,that the dancing zlc >
at Kanangra Walls woz in good condition so that the party doing the .
Gangerangs could indulge in a spot of dancing upon arriving there the
first night. Think how hard it would be to restrain the members as the
raced over the High and Mighty.Rip,Roar and Rumble,if they knew that
a dancing flocr existed on top of Cloudmaker. (Though,actually, that
would be a silly location -~ Dex Creek would be the logical site,.)

For the scoffer who cynically asks "Where will you get the mones
for all this?" the answer is simple. Let the club erect ,from the mone;
subscribed to buy the Era land ,a dancin% floor at North North Era.

By charging an entrance fee of a "deener" (this nomenclature is necess.
to avold paying amusement tax) to the weekly dance held there,sufficie:
funds would be quickly acquired. The bus proprietor would no doubb
give a substantial sum to the Dancing Floor Movement to show his grat-
~ification for the fortune he acquirss from transporting the thousands
of walkers to Governor Came Lookout,

Unfortunately one heavy expense would have to be met and that i:
the hiring of some "chuckers=-out! to forcibly remove the Fractious
element ‘which would no doubt try to create trouble over raffles,treadi:
on toes,etc, O0f course gsome member of the club may have sufficient

experience of this kind of trouble to acquit him for the job,

The advantages of the Dancing Floor Movement are so obvious
that I do not intend to enumerate them further at this stage. Fowverer,
1f members who are in the room at the next General Meeting. will 7o
talking about food lists,transport,photographs,fubure plans,etc.cnnl
listen to what is going on,they will probably hear the following mobla{

assed + s
P That this club proceed forthwith with the erection of the follov
chains of dancing floors s 2

(1) Burning Palms - Era - Marley,

(2) Kanangra- Dex Creek- Konangaroo - Breakfast Creek,

(3) Clear Hill -~ Cox's River - Kedumba Valley.

( I have omitted the Kosciusko area pending negotiations with the
Ski Council on a two~use floor « for dancing in Summer and skating
in the Winter.)



NOTHES FROM THE FEDSRATION REPORT FOR THE MONTHE:OF

NOVEMBER AND DECENBER

Note the following dates and determine to be present =

1, Bouddi Working Bee in May on the weekend nearest to the full moon
(see Maries Byles for actuel dates) .
2, Pederation Reunion in OCTOBER,first full moon weekend,provided
it doss not clash with the holiday weekend.
After working these dalics oub members should be able to calculate Easter
1979 on two fingers. Nevertheless,excuses that the moon did not behave
as forecast by the astronomers will not be accepted.

Lotest on Fra, Included in the correspondence were letters to the
MinisTer for Lands and to Mr.Sweeney M.L.A, stressing the urgency of the
matter of resumption of the Byrnes Esbate and pointing out that the leas
of Gray's property on tias Garie Road expires next June, Latest advice,
received on the 4th.of December,is that the estimates have again been
slashed and there is no money for the Era resumption. The Surveyorw
-General suggests that the bushwalkcers should apply for resumption of Lo
7 for £250, At the special meeting on the 4th.,December the Federation
decided to apply for that resumption and also to apply to the owners for
an option to purchase when the restrictions are lifted.

Associate members of the Federation, A few months ago publicity
was given Lo the fact that individuals can become assoclate members oi T
Federation and 150 copies of an application form were issued. Only thie
forms,however,were returned, The Federabtion was pleased to admit Them
. as Associate Members but was disappointed with the result of the drive
for new members,

"The Bushwalker' Annual, After much argumentation,it has been
‘decided that this yearVs annual will take the same form as previous: year
and should appear in October, Photos and articles etc, are still
needed and these may be handed to Jean. Golding or Ray Kirkby both of
whom are on the commitltee, '

‘Transport from Mittagong, L letter was received from the Shire
Clerk,Mittagong,pointing cut the walking possibilities of the district
and offering to arrange transport at Xmas, This should be a useful leac
for transport at any future date,

.00.....0oQlo‘000.IO.'.I.O!..O'..Q....OJ0.0.00

Under date 9th.October 1945,the Convenor of the Topographical
Section of the River Canoe Club of N.S.W., advises that a further map,No.

. .~~has been prepared. This map covers the Richmond River (Central -Arm) frc

Sl The Risk to Coraki,
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The following article was written many years ago and 1s NOT PePriEntst.
in its entirety.

f THE PHARTAP OF THE BUSHWALKERS.
An Interview with Gordon Smith
by Judex.

"How old were you when you took up walking?" I asked by way of
commencing the interview. :

"tbout 12 months,I expect',was the laconic reply and CGordon started t
edge away but the cormer was rather congested and he did not succeedj;se
after the usual prefiminary modesty (to which interviewers become .
accustomed) he gave in and sat down again,

. 5

Gordon was not born and bred to the bushjindeed had it not been for
the S.B.W. he might never have found out the charm of bushwalking., His
early walking activities were entirely in the racing direction, Someone

" Ppom the N.S.W.Walking Club picked him out from a number of his schoc?

mates as softething out of the ordinary and suggested he should join Lo
Club, He d&idiso in 1921 and in 1922 he proved the discermment of hin
nominator by*winning the 20 miles championship. Since then he has wou
about 20 championships both Club and State; AL present he holds the S5Tat
32 to BO miles track-walking and the Australian record for 24 hours, i
also held for somewhile the Australian 50 miles championship but a

Victorian subsecuently made better time on the same test.
) v _

During the last i#2 years he has averaged 4500 miles a year,or about
88 miles a week ~ it makes one gasp - 88 miles in a long weekend perhaps
but 88 miles every weekl '

Large mileages are Gordon's stronge:t point. Hé told me that in walks
-under 15 miles he is by no means & record-holder ,a matter which may be
a surprise to many who have been out with him and thought he flew over
the ground,rough and smooth alike.

His now great love of bushwaliking through the rough as well as along
" tracks is all the more interesting because racing walks are always
along roads or at best good tracks.Long distance races,in which Gordon
holds the record,are always along roads because it is only possible by
this means to get the mileage calculated. The shorter walks are somefir
along tracks but none of them are remotely like bushwalking. d

"Therefore how did you come to join the S.B.W."" Gordon thought as

_ good while but could not exactly remember., He was a foundation member ¢
the Club and even before it was formed he recalls one purely pleasurs
walk of 500 miles which took him from Sydney through Nowra,Mossvale,
Thirlmere,Burragorang,Jenolan,Bell Richmond and Parramatta in 16 day.s,
so apparently the germ of bushwalking came into existence unawares.

"ind which do you prefer now,racing or bushwalking?"
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= "Both are pleasurablia.. Racing is hard work sad has a certain

fascination but it can!t go on for ever. Each year I decide to knock of

and then someone comes along and I go in for it for one year more, At
~best I can hardly do it for another 10 years, But bushwalking will. go on

for ever,I hope. It is the combination of walking and scenery that

gives charm to bushwalking ,not so much the willdflowers which do not

appeal to me much,but the wider 1amdscape. Then,of course,there is Geayl

L2 oqmpanwonsnlp,SWmelng - and eating }"

Scenery being one of the main attrattlopc of bushwalking it :

e sSeem strange to some that Gordon has taken only two important walls
afield,one to Barrlngton Tops and one to Tumut and Kesciusko., The e.
~at10n ig: that what he has seen of other parts only makesg hil lows.t
soutlgern Blue Mountains more, However,this gear he is off to New Zeal
and a taste of mountaineering,and it w111 be interesting to hear whnut
this type of scenery attracts him as muoh 25 his beloved Cox and Kownvn

Whls year is-thé first ye&r “bushwalkers have taken. part in race-
walkwng end,as we all know,they topped the 1ists coming sécond,third an
fourth after Gordon in caon event, I was very interested, therefore to
hear Gordoniw comments on the possibilitcy of racing walkers being drawn
from the bushwal king movement, It was thls ¥

" In a long race nine-tenths of the N.S.W.Walking Club fail becamz
they lack the necessary stamina, This is where the bushwalkers score,
They have carried heavy packs up steep hills and g the whole of the
bush-walklng act§V1t1es bullds up that requisite stamlna. Those -who wen.
in for the walking races this year nad none of the rgeing technique
.or. style,and yet they succeeded, If they would acqu1?e these things,
then, the younger especially should be very successful, I hope they w111
take 1t up;

The N,S.W.Walking Club,of Wthh Gordon 1s such a dlstlngulshed
. _member. snumpers about 60, But. members are not all very active.. It is
1nterestlng to learn that some years ago -they had it in mind to estalli
a club like the S.B.W. but the latter established itself while they
were cogitating over the ildea, Gordon thought this a pity since the 7
-~ method would have put the W S.W.Walking Club on a sounder basis fin-
o . =cially and better able to send teams to other States and such 1lils
HOWeveryperhaps it was a wise fate which kept the bushwalking SePa r LL
» from the racing,gnd its separation does not prevent the NH.S.W. Walking
Club from draw;ng recruits. from our rankss”
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.ﬁ::*"”dca"fMThe-following”letter'was-recefved by the Seeretary from JOMV Hir

~a-club member now resident in Hobart., In response to a requ95tafj:‘,_‘
publicétton John-was e little doubtful saying, I may have been & ‘- <.
more critical of Tasmanila bthan was justified in an article to bfqu;:+ (
publicly." I,on the other hand,think thab this is a good apgfﬂg;?if“-” |
" DPasmania and btrusb that,in publishing it,I do not éause him o be #
Ogt_ aC: "5(—1 "Ed-o .
n'"}ipu;“£ettér with. notes gbowg-SBW progress was~v6rY'Welcome% i
especially from the point of view of a poor-banighted SBW "non=ac ive”
half-frozen to death in Tasmania, Thess® cold days,with spow OL all hamx
“heavy frosts and frozen puddles on the roads all. day,and Susu311Y) an
... absence of" sunghine,makes me long for a good hob numid sticky dey in th
bush round Ku-rimg-gai Chase WaYe I-never rToali.zd how gne can miss hot
sunshine so much as I have done since I came to Hobart 33 yoars ago.

There are occasional hot days in Summer,parhapsmtwo~or three i
altogether,a direct heat which burns everyone 1ike lobsters. I don't ]
escape,even though I mever-got sunburnt in the. NSW bush. But most days I
Surmer you tell the season mainly by seeing whether there are leaves ¥n,
the English trees or not;it snows any old Time, The Summer-before 1?st
T and the two boys spent three days in Windermere hut in La@e St«Clair-

_ -Mt.Cradle Reserve while the blizzard raged without, Lven with a roar®n/
five inside the hut,ome..could see onels breath in the air. It was Jurn I
~hard to imagine people surfing and sunbathing.on Sydney beaches. -7
has fallen on Mt.Wellingbon every month of the year—since.welve b&u. . .1

Tneidentally surfing 1s unknown in Tasmania., Bvery baach "5
‘doaoeitlcd a8 dangorous“ and,in any case,they &arse alw.ys remote and =

surf never so good as in New South Wales. Also the water is bitterl,
T cold always. A few people bathe in enclosed wabers - a few days in Hot x~
' (at Sandy Bay) there is ‘even a crowd on the beach.and waberks edge~ =" but

if you go surfing you go alcke. :

The Tasmanian bush 1s extraqrdinarily~rough~and“Tu8€9dfverY
mountainous and conditions and climate hard, Recantly 1 saw a monvment
on the Hartz Mountain (after struggle along a track up to. my. knees -
almost - in mud most of the previous day ) to two men Who died of
exposure there in November.. On Nb.Wellington there is a monument to a
doctor who died of 6XpoSUre in January. Underfoot it is usually wet and
camping as we know it in N.S.W. is almost unknown here, Huts are erecte
in most places walkers get bo and,no matter how determinedly you pack

© your tent with the intention of using it,one always FRinishes up in the
hut along with the rest - and mightly glad to be &here as a rule, But I
still can't get-out. of the habit of carrying the extra weight of -a -tent

On the eastern.{dry) side of Tasmania ,scenery and conditions are
similar to western N.S.W. -or,say,half-way between Bathurst counbry and -
Riverina with a few small sreas-of Sydney type of bush-thrown in ( &s
round @G&les Bay). Water is obtainable only- by calling at a farm housc:
the weather,however,is just as cold.

Hobart has its own special type of Southerly called "the zox
breezs", If the day shows the slighbest inclinabtion bto. warmth .the sc
breeze .comes along and -freezes the marpow -out -of you.

0f course there are many cempensations in Tasmaniajthe scenzr?
. -is-vast. and .grand.. 1 think that if it wers only warmer I. should be



™

.o U 4 . - " . » - . .- N 1 Lo
ki,}@&,ﬁ,\q,u:"u-'v-w,«’.u* . N - . S - QRS S
p. 3t

iday place to a place ot pe-ianent resic -.ace,for peopie uszed to

weathers But Tasmanians who Liave lived 1in 3ydney have %uite other vier.:

it is too hot,too sticky,they long for the sight of a "real” mountain,
they long for weather of what they call the "invigorating" kind,they
don't like walking in bush without water (forgetting that half the cow:
arovhd Hobart is wabterless and you have to call at farms for it and eve:
ths farmer begrudger "t he is so short)., They don't like the dry Sydne
ridges,without "scenc " ste,

_ I was v, ssnt me a walks programme so that at least I had
the thrill of sing whe names of placesymany of the names of leaders,
however,are new to me. T also see that on Oct.l9th.you are to have a
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lecture "Vegetarizniam is nct a fad', Considering the number of times

we Poos vigeherians gon 'olwag off at" even in "The Bushwalker! it!'s ni
to think the other w#ice Lr to be presented (Hr is it just a "have"?).

Tasmeniar. walkews 70 nob wear shorts,partly,I think,because of 't
climate,partly becauss - the roughness 0L the bush and partly because
it simply "isn't done". Hor have I ever seen in Tasmania a group of
little tents so typical of our walking weekends round Sydney -~ in fact
the only walkers! tent I have ever seen in Tasmania is my own. Nor .J>
the walkers seem to use the same range of equipment as we do,genexnii’

a oy S WL .
there are a few "Paddy-made” items i or similar) and the rest makeu. .,

The Hobart Walking Club is partly a ski-ing club; in Winter ol
walks are off as long as there is snow on the mountain. I persevered
with trying to ski until I hed to walk 9 miles with full pack and hec: v
skis from Nationul Park on a severly spralilned ankle, After that I thou

"Itd better stick to walking and forget the ski-ing. But I admit that

ski-ing would be great fun once you gobt the hang of it.

Incidentally walkers who are thinking of doing the 70 mile
trip -through Lake 3t.Clair~ Cradle Mountain Reserve some time should do
as early as conditions permit for a motor road is planned through the
northern end and a riding track at the southorn., At preseént,going from
hut ©o hut,walkers have the place entirely to themselves,but once a ro:

©goes through it won't be sc¥gleasant with cars and buses whizzing by.

It is a five day trip if no huts are missed and it can be extended for
long as food holids out. There 1s a charming by-track now opened up to
Pine Valley with furtherywalks round the hut there,including the Laby-
-rinth( a labyrinth of lakes and tarns with pines and snowy mountains
round about). The snow apparently holds out all through Summer;they ca
get completely clothed with snow during bad Summer weather.. Incidental
January is not a good Uime for the trip as,last Summer,even with war
restrictions on travel,the huts were very much overcrowded. Even with
only a few people @ a hut,cooking on the one fire becomes a problem,
at least it is to walkers used to open~air fires as in N.S.W. and I o35
to think of the crush when 20 or more get into a hut with room for 1 »

i

12+ A noneholiday month,therefore,would mean more comfort as far -z

"hutting™ igr concerned. Of course in Winter no-one goes through;I'u - ¢

no-one has ever even ski~ed thrgngh - I don't lknow why.

°
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I expect this is all you'll want ®o read about Tasmania.
CSsocs v vbocpsseseON S Kind I’egards from Dora and myself. i
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Ly “Dush Chemist".

Ruminating on the ignorance of the prospective who has
be told that he will not want to walk in all those sweaters,set my mind
running along the lines of the title and I thought what a lot can be
learnt about heat and cold, For instance,did you know that the therma
conductivity of the eilder-down in your sleeping bag is 0,00001 calories-
-per-second-per cubic centimeter-per degree centigrade.while the same
property of a woollen blanket is 0,0002 dittoes= or twenty times as much
Bven Dumb Dora can see that you keep much warmer in a down sleeping bag,
However,we have to remember that eiderdown loses much of its insulating
effect if it is flattened by the weight of thé sleeper., Hence the commonf;
practice of putting extra material underneath,where the down mist of :
necessity be compressed and 168é its "fluffiness", 3
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Most people know of the chilling effect,produced by evaporation,
when wind blows on a webt waber-bucket of japara or canvas, It should b
obvious,then,that waxing your bucket to slow ibts leakage rate also rii-c
this evaporation and makes it a much less satisfactory spot to store . .2
butter when in camp, By the same token,walkers may discount the advi-.
to wrap the bubtter jar in a wet towel and stow it in the centre of il
pack., A wet towel is not a scrap colder than a dry one unless it has -
wind blowing on it to cause evaporation, Few of us have rucksacks as rull
of holes as that} ’ .
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Changing now to consideration of cold waether,I recall 'a night o
May when,camping in Kangaroo Valley,we experienced bitter cold,damp and
foge. Morning found the interior of our A tent dripping steadlly with
water, This,of course,was caused by warm,moisture-laden breath striking
the cold tent and depodsiting water. This water had no tendency to evap=
-orate as it would do,for example,in the equally cold,yet dry conditlons
one might experience at Corral Swamp.
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The same phenomenon i3 responsible for the oft-heard cry : My
groundsheet is not waterproof } Wearing a groundsheet while walking in t
rain,we frequently seem to get the sheet just as wet Inside as outside.
Why is this? Simply because the groundsheet,wet with rain,forms a cold,’
. condensing subface to trap the moisture from the warm alr which surround
the walker!s body,just as a cold glass mbrror condensés moisture from
onels breath, The inner surface of the cape,therefore,bsecomes wet,not
with rain water,but with condensed perspiration 1}
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Next month we shall delve into the marvels of the human bedy's
- temperature~regulating mechanism which has,particularly in fThe case of
walkers,to be able to adjust itself to as many varlabtions of temperature
as a Sydneyesider dependent on coal.



