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"WHERE BELLS DON'T RING"

It seems to me I'd like fo go
poad . Where bells don't rlng nor whistles blow,
Nor clocks don't strike,™Wor gongs don't SOund
And I'd have stillness all around.
Not real stillness, but just the trees!
Low Whisperings, cr the hum of bees,
Or-brooks feint babbling over stones
In- strangely, softly tangled tones,
Or maybe.a-cricket or katydid,
Or the sorgs of birds in the hedges hid
Or just some sweet sound as these
To £i1l a tired heart with ease,

‘.If it weren't for sight and sound and smell

' I'd like the city -pretty . well,
But when it comes to getting rest .
‘ I 1ike the wild woods lots the best,
Sometimes it seems to me I must
' Just quit the city'!'s din and dust,
And get out where the sky is blue -
. And, say, how does this seem to you?

—~ Author unknown,
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NOTES ON DANGEROUS SNAKES.

By Devid R, Stead,

Our last instalment described, amongst many other things, the fact that
our snakes proceesd from place to place by means of their scales, Since
then I have becn to Melbourne and a member of the Metropolitan Tramway
Board szid to me "Theyid never get away with that in Melbourne", While
flying over the Southe:m cify on the way home, I said to a man sitting
alongside me, "Beautifuliy laig out, isn't it?" "Ought to be', he growled,
"been dead long enough,"

But to return to our r piiles -~ I want to include a few notes about our
dangerous snakes, They are the Brown, the Black, the Tiger, the Copper-
head and last but not least the Death Adder,

In These five, the two front teeth of the upper jaw are longer than the
others and are grooved, with the exception of the Death Adder, in which they
are perforated. These poison fangs are fed from venom Sacs in the head
through connecting ducts,

Although there are g large number of other venomous snakes in New South
Wales, they are probably no more dangerous than bees or Wasps, the amount
of venom secreted being insufficiént to kill a man,

The Brown snake may grow to a length of six feet and is fairly thick in
the body ~ uniform light to dark brown colour above and a dirty white

below, although the very young ones usually have black bands, They are
hatched from eggs which number up to about twenty - fairly common on the

Coust, but widely"distributed.

Th» Black snake is the commonest gnake in South Eastern hustralia angd
ciuzgionally grows to a length of seven feet, although specimens four feet to
six feel are most usual, This reptile is so well known to bushwalkers as

to rzgulze no Gescripticn, Some of them are quite thick, though they vary a
gient dral, When the siin is new or in good condition, the back is a lovely
gloisy olzzas, with the underside from cream to dark red, They are fond of
wotar and are often found swimming rivers and are seldom far from soaks,
BWellps Sr river banks,  When angry, they raise their head and flatten the
neck into a hood like that of the Cobra, which is a distant relative of some
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of our snakes; It is viviparous and produces ag nary as twenty young at a
birth, It is not nearly as dangerous to man as is generally believed and the
chances of a bite proving fatal are quite small, It feeds on frogs,lizards
and smaller enakes, :

The Tiger snake is by far the most aggree~ive of our local enskes and should
be treated with respect when encountered in the hush, It usually freguents
drier places than the Black snake ang is found near logs, rocks and stumps
over most of the State. It grows to five or siw fecet in length and is light
to dark brown in colour with numeérous darker bands along its entire langth,
Its poison fangs are §lightly lounger than those of our other poisonous snakes,
It is viviparous and produces as many as fifty young in a litter, Like the
black snake it can erect its hood when aroused, at Which times it gives the
impression that it really means business,

The Copver-head or Superb snake is not nearly so well known to bushwalkers
around Sydney, although not uncommon in Southern parts and in the Monaro dis-
trict, It grows {to about five feet. in length, varies a good deal in colour from
almost black to-glaty grey, sometimes even bcing a very dark red, In yovng

gnecimens the head is Guite coprery, but usually darkens a good deal in the
adult, ' '

The Death Ac¢ider is short and stumpy . tailed and is a clumsy and repulsive look-
ing reptile, Altnough it ssldom: growg to more than two feet in length it is

ocur most dangercus and deadly snake, Its colour may vary according to the

ground on which it lives, being from grey to brown with darker bands, The

bands are neither as numerous nor as prominent as on the Tiger snake, The tail
is pointed and ends in a spine which, as mentioned previously, i not a weapon
of defence and has no sting, The snake frequents sandy places and relies on its
protective colouring to render it invisible to its enemies., Becauss of this,

one is liable to stev on a Death Adder without sesing it, _ ‘

Of the venomous but harmless species, the best known is the Grey Whip snake,
which grows to a length of three feet or a'little more, is exce 'dingly slender
in build, being in shape, not unlike a whip, Its colour is grey to olive.green,
with a yellow spot near the eye.QIt’will'bite, but the effect is no wores than a
couple of bee strings, It ie likely to be found in any of .our local walking
country, ‘ . .- : A ,

The two others which may be easily recognised are the Blsck and White Ringed
snake, which has alternate bande along its body and the pretty little Red—
naped snake, which has a .dark body, black head and neck and a scarlet spot
or collar on the mnane of the neck, ' '

The Sea snszkes are all poisénous, but are not indigenous,though.the Yellow-
bellied..sea snake. is sometimes washed up on our coastal beaches, They grow to a

- little over three feet in length, A1l the Sea gnakes are, of course, good

o

swimmer#, and propel themselves through the water nainly by means of a paddle
shaped lail. The body is quite different from the land snakes in shape and has

a comparatively deep koel on the underside, like the keel of a boat, The most
interesting teature of this reptile is perhaps the marvellous colouring, The
upper holf cof the body is a dark brown to black and the underside is bright
yellew, As it ewims at the surface of the ocean, (it breathes alr, like all other
srekez), the dark upper body is virtually invisible from above and so protection
i& afforded from asea birds, who would enjoy nothing better than a snack of snake,
Viewed frcm below the yellow underside harmonises with the colour of the sky above
the gea aond wAny unsuspecting small fish swim close to the sea snake and provide
it with its staple food. , Cheerio till next time,



THT IDL3 THOUGHTS CF AN IDLE FELLOY

Ray Bean.

I am one- of nature’s Whhms"an oeﬂlty of evolution, Perhapq a thrOWback to
paganism caused by a too high concGehtra*ion of 01vlllzat10n.g

That is what the _public thinke of me b*causa I go BLshWalklng.
They are right,

When T call to m“”i that in a frenzy of Bushwalking enthusiasm I hashed,
slashed, brawled, ard curced my way down the Colo River from Newnes to Upper
Colo =a few years ago, I say grimly, "They are right, dead right!:

The vears have (as years will) brought a llttle wisdom to my outlook on
Bushwal&_ng, I chzke my head in tolerance at the spectacle of netulant!Tigers"
and other cults whose aim in life is to put scores ‘of miles behind them in the
least poesible time,

""" Ah youtht o

Iy attention to Bushwalking has become more abstract, being an es=ential
part of me, .but not all consuming. Whereas in the past Bushwalking comnletely
encircled me, I find now I am on the outside looking in: I think Wlth better
persnectlve.

I am.sufficiently interested to know what is going on, and occasionally
caught up with the whirl of enthusiasm I go Bushwalking when it apneals to
me more than other activities, _ :

My outlook undoubtedly appears 1nd1fferent to those newer enthuQ1acts,
and so I suppose it is, -

Imaglne my consternatlon then, for here I am somewhere we st of Wondabyne
with no less an illustrious group of walkers than that which contalns four
S.B.W, ex-presidents and the presid- nt!

What a camp firel Remlnlscences, wit, stories of ambitions, ﬁollies,
criticisms, fetish, and clap trap; - N
Hawve you ever heard Myles Duunphy te]l a story9

‘Mylee tells a. story with infinite attention to detail and accurate
observation of nature, without the slightest sign of ted1um° just vigorous
gpontaniety ..., and color, :

And Tarro! Have you heard Tarro Play hlS flute'ln the quiet of might? As
you stretch before the fire which reflects on the slender trunks of beloved gums
towering beyond the circle of llght antil they Seem to supnort the very
firmament above?

Across” the fire there ie Charlie Pryde, at least I can see his face, for
ite lighter tones reflect the fire's glow whilst darker clothing absorbs the
light and merges into the background,

On that face is an exnre881on of sheer joy and contentment, and he sits
irauiwato excépt for an occasional draw on the beloved weed; his face, by ite
Tiprs wnd wrinkles shows svery emotion through the passage of years, but at
preeset fe passive and uwa-quickened like time in human turmoil.

¥ e
B

T o= dnvted cut of my contemwlatison by much laughter, and I realise I

have ofur=d a geod story, but the competition is running high and another is
on ive way, o
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So it.goes on as you have also’ er” ?nced its good fire, good camp, and
after partaking of good food, the coMpany of good fellow,

One by one sleep claims my companions, =n? all but Tarro have gone to their
sleeping bags, and as those who know him must aleo know that the convprsatlnn
inevitably turns to music,

Time we put in its proper place by promotly forgetting about it, and
deeper and deeper we delved into music and musicians as %$wo people w1ll Jlth a
favourits subject when unfettered by time and circumstances, :

Tarro is eloquent on the beauty of Beethoven's slow movements and by sore
strange wonvulsion of the imagination (probably caused by the recollaction
of Beethoven's love of contrast) my mind hits upon a tram, for at tnls tlme
last night I was homeward bound on a tram,

A tram! That fiendish Inhuman contraption; a woving monument to man's folly.
What greater mlucarrlage of logic could therec be than expecting man to f£ind
omfortable transport in a thing of- steel running on stecl?

Have you ever travelled ffOL the city on an all night tram° : '

Look at the sordidness of it 211, That bleary eyed proflizate in the
corner, whose alcoholic advocates air conditioning, and the ¥ ———, Allied
Serviceman with the maudlin, synthetic ---——,

That pathetic. onmosite, with the dissipated eyes 2nd too hlghly rouged
cheeks in a futile attempt to cling to long vanished youth, - )
- There. iz a lad who looks as -though he has come off a late shift, he will
never know youth, he is terribly tired, he will be boy,and then man' old man,
Itfs the fe@llng that all is Spnnt force, the se~ming hovelesqness of it

all. that depresces me, and the crazy tram rolls =nd lurches its noisy way,

sighs hlccouphs and e¢ontinues on again,
) 4 H

I think of a moron's plCnlb. Turning away from it all I look out the
door to sea my image reflected in the glass, whilst outside houses, shops,
lights flash past and through my image like thoughts® through my mlnd -and- I
look at my image and say, "Cynic,who are you to pass judgment'?

I am back at the fire again listening to Tarro; an” I see his face, his
boyish emile, and look . into his eyes and see the 5pnrkle of eternal youth,

‘We it a 1ong time- thus, perhaps we tallk, or just drink in the beauty of
the night, watching the clouds cross the moon and the moon gllstenlng on
the wet leaves above, This I think, in .terms of Beethoven, is the "slow
movement', the profound, the beautlful the lJrlcal and the tram, the
Wscherzo" the Jest

I lie a’long time in my sleeving bag,. and 511ence comes in out of the
night and settles by the fire, Peace, what glorlous peace,

Peace, like tragedy, apnears to come in such completeness to man the
individual. The tragedy eyperlenced by the masses is small compared to
that suffered by some individuds, and I think that such peace as this can
cnly come to the human and not hamanity, and were it not for sleep I would
be sad,

To the readbrs, on behalf of the tripewriter, I apologise, as all errors in
speliing etc, are due entirely to it, I regret that it has never learned to
gmellemime—Gr ———=gnell,
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. .again-after they had been dead for many daye and even weeks, The scouts"

HAVE YOU PUT OUT THAT FIRE 2 _
R . Marie B, Byles,

"Yes", renlied the leader of some.scouts And to outmend seemlng

he was rlgat His wa® a model camp ~ small tents, no trees cut, exquis— "

itely tidy, and a camp-fire in a w1de cleared spagt. The fire was now
a heap of ashes with perhabs a_couple of bits of wood in it, but no

susnicicn of red embers, This wes about 4,15 a,m, the mornlng after, It

was ‘a bit warm, but quite dead, - My forestry brouhaz and I visited it

egain about 9 a m, and the dead wood was burning brightly and the embera,

glowing red, - He gathered the boy scouts arouné him and as an old &scout
told them his exvericnces as s forester of fires which had come to life

then filled their billies and: poured gallons and gallons of water upon

their fire, It sizzled and b01lea- the dead cha;red wood- - was turned
over and soused with water, Who was now game to put his fingers in it?
They held their hands ¢lose to it, and went of f for more water, After

perha*s ten mlnuteQ they took off thelr ghoes ‘and paddled in the black
nud, : .

At midday. there snrang up that hurrlcane reported to have reach&d:
68 miles an hour, If it had not been for that timely lecture and demon-
stration the bush dround would have been ablaze, .Yet how many bush-
walkers take any more trouble about putting out ‘& camp fire than did
those. boy scouts? :

— = e e e e e

”W MAE§
Klndly notp that thn IOllONlYO mans havp boen comvleted by this
section:~ Canoeists' Chartd of =~
1 "No,26 PATERSON RIVER (Gresford to jater on)’
0,27 Forbes River (Birdwood to Hastings River. Junctlon)

" SUPPLEMENT TO MAP W&.20 . (Warragamba and Nepean. Rivers--(Cox Junctlon to

_Penrith); map has been completed showing the .extent of damned water
in the Warragamba ‘Dams this illustrates-the p081tlnn of limit of

banked-up water when river level is even with the dam spillway, ‘and
from which, canoeists may fairly accurately judge the extent of- "flat--

.water" When river level is higher or lower than the spillway; it

accompanies Map No,20 which shows this sectlon of the Warragamba in

its original (pre dam construction) state,
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THE LISTENING POST TALKS

The Social programme distinctly stated (we thought) that Friday 23rd Febru:ry
was "A Night with the Boys" or something just as intriguing. In our excitement,
we could not herve read 1t properly. For Friday 23rd February, was nlain lantern
slides, - Photographic and lantern slide nights are the only occasions when
members come aleng in large numbers, are punctual, and show no desire to
gather outside on the landing making as much noise as nossible, It might be
suggested therefore, that a2ll monthly meetings be pr“C@ded by a display of
photos or sliderz and a emall charge levied against those who stay outside,

As an altermarivo, choice photos might be cunningly concealed round the room
on meeting nights, This might entice more members in, but the meeting would
suffer we feel sure,

To get back to where we started, The exhlbitors., between them, had a large

collection to sheow of coloured and black and white slides, With good ‘show-

manship, coloured cneg were displayed first., The front stalls, who prebably
had been wailting 21l night for this, . se¢ethed with excitement when glamoxrous.

females in gorgecus colours came on the screen and quletened down con31der—
ably when pasStoral gcenes came: along :

Mos £ of the snow scenes were new to us and judging by the number of these
shown, Kosciusko must have been pretty well over-run this Iast year, Wnll
2ll of us enjoyed cur night with the boyse, . And we hope the front stalls
enJoyed their night with the girls, )

Mer in uniform seen in the club that night, Geoff. Parker and Alan qardy.
We loaow these two were at the back of the room. They were too lPtQ for the.
- froat seats, : '

T4 s Snat-murmured round the club that Tim Coffey takes the plunge shortly.
He u1u1‘d hzve been there when certain slides were shown, Brian Harvey is
becoming a "rcgulsr" in the ¢lub Friday nights, He 1s we believe a "day bay',

Jean-Moppet is away again on her bi-weskly holidays and g0 it apvwears are most -
membere of .the committee, Just try and find anythirg in the club, Where did
Dave Stead go for .his holiday? there are just as many snakes around, ’

Another rumour is that the Annuel MeetingNill be very chiﬁing. But we don't

believe it, Sheer propaganda, Bet it will be fin 1thd by 10 p.m, But everyone
will be there you'll see, B

F— e e e A e s e e e e e

Charles Jones 16/2/45,  After cha51ng me for about three months a batch of
mall arrived a few days ago and it was a very excellent tribute to the work
ci the Services Committee for I reccived 1 parcel, 1 Christmas card, Wnomens
We=ztly, Pocket Books and three club megazines, A very pleasant mail bag to
collect, T think you will agree, Please convey my avppreciation to the
committee Dunk for their efforts in rega“d to Xmas parcels, I was fortunate
{thid year *o =p@nd ¥mas at home, my first for three’ years, but had I spent
it a5 I.ewngenved, then your parcel would have been even more apprecisted,

T *hlnk L wrore you after my arrival down here so I may have told you how,

" when all packed up for the now "famous" Jacquinot Bay "invasion" I was told

I was southward bound, Boy, was I hostile! Here was a show about to begin
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#0. 1 was belng ingged out even before the overture bagan, However, the

cetility of some unknown "2 pipper" did not disturb the brigadiers and
colenels so they had therr way (they usuvally do) and so the day the “crew"
sailed for New Britain I tcok off for Townsville, Now I know how it feels to
be "drummed out" -for that was the feeling it was, Still I was carrying many
wishes with me from those who would huave given much t9 be in my shess - Lmas
'in Sydney,:a school arnd six weekz leave}! Why it scunded like heaven to those
in our unit who were in their 22nd monwh awzy,

As if to pacify me the awrmy opsen=z i

Cind hesrt and marked my travel Mhy air',
High hopsc had I of a Nedzab - dawn Syduey thar niski schedule but no such luck,
Hauled out of bed at 0130 I waz burdled off i¢ weit ebout & hours for a plane -
usual show in the army ~ and had the plgasure of Loordiing a Douglas Transport,
I say the "nleasurc” hecauce even if I had to wait 44 heurs it would be
preferable to a troopshin journey south,
‘ As if a token to my farewell of Uew Guinea the plan? flew over all the
country I had worked in during my stay on ihe island and finally on a beau-
tiful day in November I saw Moresby disappear in the clouds behind us,
Probably my last sight of New Guinea but then who knows, I may be back there
far sooner than I expect. h

My '"millionaire" mode of travel ceased at Townsville from whence I trav-—
elled by train. I feel that here I should enter a word of defence for the
Queensland Railways, A copy of the Bushwalker — October issue I think =~
include’ an article "Evolution™ dealing in part with the QGuecnslind railway
system and now I know Ubi's tongue as well as his pen - both capable »f very
critical but just remarks ond so I feel sure he would have m: enter a word.of
credit when 1t is due, We all know the prablems Qusenslinders fzce attempting
to open large spaces which are only sparsely pipulated so I feel I should -
commend them for their organisation of troop trains from Townsville south, -
Of course we 3ll were covered in sdot aﬁd_cinders ard we falt aches in joints
we never knew existed but for all that for well nigh two whole days the old
carriages and zngines "beltad out" a steady 25-30 and 2ven an occasional 45!
All things considered thst antiguated single line north with its rickety old -
rolling stock has been Australia's lifeline for without it I fear what '
chances we would have had of sunplying the forces in Naw CGuinea, However
if I pursue this much further someone will say I am an agent of Q.G.R.!
: Spent a week at Era as soon as I arrived but’ of course it failed to come
up to my expectations because of the fires, drought and lack of water, still
we had a good time, meeting only for a few moments on the Sunday afternoon
eur new Secretary Bev Druces; a new comer to me but not to the club ~ my
namesake Peter Jones was also. there, Frank Duncan, Edna and many others,

By now the rains will have renlenished Era I hope so we shall sece Era
in the very near future, It was disappointing as you well understand after
dreaming of Era and Blue Gum for over-a year to find the rlaces dry, burnt
out and smoke laden, Still nature ie resilient they will "blossom! again,

Xmae Day Grace and I plue two "hiking" rslatives spent at Blua Gunm,
Our stay was not af pleasant as could be for we were under threat of fire for
our three day stay, On the tr=ck back from Blue Gum we me: Some intrepid
walkers whon the drought and fires could not deter, recognised Dot Christian and
found myself telling a somewhat beard.d personality that I was a member of a
ciup, the Sydaney Bush Walkers., Who was the bearded perscnality? None other than
the President Dovid Stead whom I had never met, We werc to visit Syncarpia
with him but time was dur enemy so we had to push on and so missed him,

- Ihe Grand Canyon wae a sight for sore eyes, it alone of all the places I

have seen since I returned, came up to expectations. - cool gre=n with the big
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damp rocks, the parkling water, just as I hoped it would be, It will be good if
the Federation meet with success in their effort to have the track taken through
to Medlow though with the present limits on man power I.am inclined to be
pessimistic. : '

By the woy Dunk I hsve a suggestion which you might pass on to the Mag-
azine Committee if you will. The Oct.issue of the Bushwalker has been posted to
me without a cover in just the roneoed gheet and it occurs to me that as cover
gheets are probably hard to buy (I remember some committee meeting discussing
this problem) then as an ecomomy measure the cover might be omitted from those
copies postecd to chaps in the Services, One does not like to see the sbsunce
of the old familiar cover but as a war economy measure, I for one, would not
mind, It's good to receive the magazine and iis news when one is away from the
Club, it is an old tie and I for one am agreeable to any measurs that would
assist in its production,

Also in the same copy was the report on Allan Wyborn's motion, I wish I
had been there for as one who has had the same problems as Allan's - those of a
Walks Secretary during the war - I would have been an enthusiastic sumporter,
As the motion reads it invests in the Committee the right to waive the rule
in special cases which was in my mind sufficient answer for those who feared
that many busy peovle working for the club would be jeopardised.

Perhaps the most apt sumrarisation of the whole matter comes in a
sentence in the magazine, "0ld members who perhaps haven't seen a track for
years emerged from their hideouts (marvellous service D,M.G.) and entered the
ring to do battle in the war against reginentation',

That is a tendency which exists in every associ-tion, society or club
for the old 'uns' to it back intolerant of the new generation, of the new

. order, of course there is also.a measure of intolerance on the part of youth

and for the progressive growth of the club youth must always strive to ---- this
intolerance but always be alert for any evidence of the '"heavy hand" of "old
members." This does not mean all "old members" of course ~ I expressed myself
wrongly for  scme of the "youngest' are club members of many years standing.

‘As for the “regimentation” I disagree, for like the word "socialisation",
"regimentation™ is being used at the slightest provocation these days. If the
mere inclusion of a rule that members must lead one walk per year i.,e. one
Sunday in 52 must be devoted to the club, or else besome non-active members
is regimentation then I envisage the President as a Dictator, the Secretary
ag Dr. Gobells and the Committee a gang of Nagzi Party Officlsle,

T think this is a logical cconclusion to draw from the alleged threat
of regimentation but most members will agree, I think, that the real crux of the
matter wae to. nmlace within the constitution a means of ensuring that the S.B.W,
always remains a walkers' club and could not be ruled by any clique of non-
walking members such as those that.are hurriedly summoned from their firesides
when any virile progresrive motions are before the club,

But then Dunk I did not begin this letter with the intention of "bashing
yonr ear' about a matter past,however, you will realise I am sure how one feels
when such a measure is before the club and one is not there to support it,still it
will come again I am sure and I will be there I hope. Actually though I have
given you an ascignment ;havenit I - for reading 8 pages of my scrawl in an effort
for anvope so while on this repentant strain I had better sign off, Hove you
are well and cnjoying 1life, please convey my good wishes to the Services Com~
mittes, T will be proceeding on leave soon and hope to see some club members
down at the club some Friday night, so till then Cheerio Dunk =nd keep on with
the gocd work,
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‘ FEDFRATIQN REPORT
Monthl M9=t1ng heid on Tue-day, 18th January,1945,
S

ERA, Two replies had heen received to the Federation'!s circular,- The Coast &
Mouitain Walkers and the River Canoe Club each sent £2.0,0 towards the rent of
Lot 7, if ths sgreement can be renewed by the S,B.W. The Bon, Secretary Was in-
strusied to forw rd the cheques to the Sydney Bush Walkers.“

PROFCHED PRIMITIVE ARWA in KOSCIUSKO STATE PARX, Delegates wérs advised that
there is a ob.ong POuuLb“thy that at some future date a tourist road will be
constructed from the Park into Vlciorla, If so, it will certainly run along the
divide betwecn the Snowy and the Murray Rivers,and would thus bisect the Prim-
itive Area suggested by Myles Dunphy, After scme discuss -ion,delegates apgreed that
even under those circumsisnces- they still favoured the area in question,

SUNDRY TROPOSED RESERVES AND NATIONAL FITNESS CAMPS, Advance advice wag re-
ceived regarding a number of areas north of Sydnsy in which the Natioral Fitness

camps and hostels ars propesed. No objections were raised,and Fe deration decided

to support the Stroud Shire Council's sugzestion for a natlonal park, with access

roade, between Pt,Stephens and Forster on the coast side of the Myall River

and Lakes Further information is being sought about a small reserve on Carrow
Brook and a proposal. to build-a rozd from there via Mt,lirie to Barrington Tops.
Other af¥eas mentioned were Wattagan Forest and 200 acres of Crown Land at Water—
fall Bay at thé hesad of Woy Yoy Creek, which the Natlonal Fitnese Council pro- -
pcses to acquire for a camp, .

FIﬁﬁNgE The Treasuyer's Report rbowmd that at 1lst July, 1944, the Federation's
goncral funds amounted to £92,4.2 and that by 18th December,194k, they had ‘
deﬁxeused to £80,4,5., Conriderable discussion of ways and means of raising
extra revenue took place, Several suggestions are to be followed up.

UIHE BUSHWALKER! No, 8. The Editor reported progress, and state? that it would
probdva be at least another month before the magazine was available, Shé
. drew altention to the need to elect a new Publications Committee at the January
Meeting of Federation, stated that she was not prepared to stand for a fourth
term, and recommended prompt election of the new editor and committee so that.

an early start. could be made .on the preparaion of "The Bushwalker' No,9.
However, the appointment was deferred until the February Meetlng and nom-
inations are'called for. :

A number of other reports were received, and then the meetlng
discussed Miss Lawry's avggestlon for a subecommittee for research and pro- -
pagania work, etc, in the PREVENTION OF BUSH FIRES, Miss Byles was able to
give the meéting some very valuable information learned recently -—~ that Bush
Fire DBrigades only operate in the outer areasj that where there are ordinary
Fire Bf'éadps no. other organisation is nerm1t+ed- and that Fire Brlgades are
only allcwed to turn out to save lives.or property — not bush - which exnlains
why various fires recently have been allowed to burn along the gullies and have
veen fought day after day in suburb after suburb.i It. 1ooks as though amnnd—
ments of the various Acts are needed, : :

g_is wanted for mnext meeting of the Federation who will undartake
mmlttee and 10 be a spearhead for busnwaWI\.erQ in this mo#~
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