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DNE ORNONG THE WORLD WOKE UP

Ous meoraing the worid woke ;up and therc was no rews

Ne pun was shelling the grea at eardrum ot the air

K., Chyrigtian flceh ng“b@ﬂ uneath the. subthe s crews,

No moaning came from the many agony-faced Jews,

Ouly the trees in a gauze of wind trembled and were ‘fTaty

T

No trucks climbed into the groove of an endles:c road,

No tenks were swaying drunlen with ocath at the hllltov.
Ko bombs were planting their bushes of blood and mud,
And the ainmless tides of unfortunates no longer flowed:
A break in the action at last,,.all h+d come to a ston.

Thosz treeg danced, in their delicate selves half furl-d
LAnd a new time on the glittering atmosphere was scenj

The lightning stuttering on the closed’ eyelid of the world
Was gone, and an age of horizons had dawned, .soft, pearled,
The world woke up to a scene like Snrlng's flrst green, .

Birds chirped in waterfalls of little spunds -for hours
And the sky was one vast moonstone of the toenderemt blues,
Rainbows, .in miniature nuggets, were stored in the. dews
And the me=dows lay carpeted in three heights of flowers;
OCne morning the world woke up and there was no necws,

From. the "MEANJIN PAPERY, -



KIOLOA STATE FOREST

by Alex Colley

For the best part of three months the alr had been grey with dust and
smoke and the bush was parched and burnt, So we decided to gpend our Christ-~
mas break in the coast at the foot of the Murramarang Range, north of Bate-
man's Bay, The sea at least would be unpolluted by man,

Our party was met at Cockwye Creek by a Forestry truck and driven throughﬁgw
the forest to the sea, Arrived at Pebbly Beach, our camp site, we found that -
a tank of fresh water had been taken down for us, but unfortunately it had
developed a leak and most of the water had gone, However next day the truck
arrived with another tank and afterwards took those who were in camp at the
time for a trip through a large area of the forest, Used, like all Busn-
walkers, to fending ourselves, Wwe were very grateful to be treated o3
welcome guests. At first we thought there must be some mistake as %o onr
jdentity, but Mr.Richards, who is in charge of the Bateman's 32y forect ar
supplied the answer., The Forestry Commission, he said considersd thot its
function was not only to grow trees, but to help people to appreciate
and enjoy the forest areas,

ea,

On the fourth day, after a walk along the to» of the scenie Murrunmarang
Range and through miles of beautiful spotted gum forest, we met Mr,Richards,
who took us with him to a fire observation pgst, Here we watched with
interest while forestry officers, with map spread out before them, took
bearings on two fires about 10 miles distant, By telephone they receilved
bearings taken from another station and plotted the location of the fires,
Soon they would be on their way to these fires in a truck and there might
be no sleep for them that night,

Next morning Mr,Richards met us again to take us round part of the
forest. All the party_.except myself climbed on to a forestry truck with
our packs, Mr , Rich rds followed behind in a car and I, by a stroke of luck
(for me) was with him, Unfortunately the truck driver didn't follow his
instructions with the result that we became separated, After spending some
time looking for the others Mr, RicEards took me to see some of the good
timber and also some of the fire d-msged country, The worst damage was done
by a fire which had started on a hot day on the western edge of the forest,
There was a westerly wind blowing that day and th- fire had started in
seven different nlacee, It had covered 760 acres before it was extinguished,
In the worst areas, on ridge tops, the trumks were fiery red and the leaves
dead., Most of the trees would recover, but not without deterioration through
the formation of gum veins, Many had been damaged at the base, Here dead
wood would form so that the next fire would eat further into the base of
the tree, Given one or two more fires these trees would be killed., The
young seedlings and small saplings up to about three years old had been
killed. This would mean three years loss in forest regeneration, In monet:zry
terms three years loss of productivity while overhead expenditure continued,
would ©e considerable, Mast of the fires in the district started on
privately owned land, but a few started inside the forest, On one bad day
5% fires had been reported, A large number of outbreaks always occurred
in hot westerly weather, The fire control service extended over about
80,000 acres, Though the forest area was much larger than this existing
men and equipment made it impossible to control fires effectively over a
larger area, A proper fire control organisation required road access to
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ithin a quarter of a mile of all parts Given trucks,~men and equlpment
firas covld then be kept under . control ‘The cost of insfalling ‘such a system
was about 15/ wn sor2, Firés at normal freqiéncy, without control, would
probably deztroy the ‘goed timber in about 80 years, - ' C '

On the way back to Nowra we passed through mile affer mile ¢f fire-
blighted timba~. cou 2atry. Some was still smoking, some black and bave, Whore
there had not bein & recent burn half-eaten trunks, dead treea und tangled
gscrub showsd iho resulils of prev1ous fires,

Public opinion usually attr¢butes flres to carelessness Or accldent
No doubt this is often the reason, dbut few realise that theéy AR VXY «Lten
1it becausc %how vay ‘in the short runy An area of bushlapd won' % newzd.d, '
carry-marny cathle, If it is burnt over there is a small gW'Wuh of gween,g¢asS'
and shrube #'en015n-feed for a few head of cattle - and catile are wor "
money - guiclt meney, So loug as land is privately owned and there iF
means - of preventing the owner from burnlng -0ffy so lehg a8 peonie.re*a"n
their.habits of smoking and tea drinking in this inflammable lar ,thérs will
be fires oz often as the bush w1ll burn, This is’usually once eve v Tive ysars.
If this sounds exaggerated see if you can think of any walk you ez 9 f?“obmh
country that has not been burnt out in the last five years. Even if you go -
far beyond-the range of roads and picknickers and settlement. you will find the
bush has been burpt where it has been thick enough and dry enough to burn,.

As people are not likely to modify their thermal habits.for a long
time we must expect fires to sweep through the bush every time it is hot end. .
éry, It is llkely to become hotter and drler and more windy as erosion goes on,
What use is it then to have 'recreational areas" reserved if they will inev-
itably be burnt out every five years? (like Morella Karong and National ,
Park), From the Busnwalker's point of view it would be much better to have’
every reserve put under the control of the Forestry Commission, Some trees’
would be cut, but many good ones would femain, The Bateman's Bay State Feorest
is a mucl Jeesanter place for a walk than almost any of our: fire- blighted
rssevves, But we can do a lot better than walk through timber producing for-
ests 1f the Tommiseion has its way, because it is fully aware of the re-~
creatlonal value of forests, In the pamphlet "The Consewvatrion Imnerative":
iszued under the name of Mr,Swain, N,S.W. Commissiouer for Forcuts, it is
stated that there are “arees of nccn;w (thent -which in the scheme of things,
will be patterned and managed as suchg leaving primitive things primitive, for
the erjoyment of those many who seek relief from occupational- stresces by -
*walkiag in exalted woods of naked glory,. in the green and gold of fureet supz
shinel,.,.," There =re large areas of rough bushland - most of our favourite
walking country - where the stands of timber are too small and isolateéd-to %e
marketabJ.vn These are catchment areas which must be retained and increaied
if our rivers are to flow other than in fitful floods and yellow "freshes",
We mey hope that sometime these areas will be protected by the Forestry fire
conitrol oeerCe and that we will be able to enjoy some unblack®nsd, primitive
bush,

In the meantime, if anydone wants a holiday on an almost unspoilt
coast, where tall spotted gum foresis reach down to golden sands and rocky
heﬂaleaeu and wkere there are plenty of colourful rock pools and inlets for
swimming, I recommend Pebbly Beach, And what is more they will see sorne
forest where there has been no fire for 18 years,

v
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BELL TO KURRAJONG IN SPRINGTIME

Roy Davies and I arrived at Bell late on Friday night, the 29th
September to start on a walk to Kurrajong., We had a short talk with the
Statlon Master, who became quite friendly when we gave him the afternoon
newspaper and advised us to walk by way of Mt,Wilson because of the beautiful
scenery on that route, :

We camped only.about” 250 yds. from the Statlon in a clearing well
sheltered by trees and very warm, We easily.obtained water from a tank on
: the'rallway line,

Next day’we were overjoyed to see a clear blue sky after the dull over—
cast one of the night before, We started out e .rly and soon covered the =
mile to the main Kurrajong Road, Soon after, from the road, I noticed how
pretty -Mt.Victoria was, with a thick cloudbank behind and blue sky above,
Wattle was scarce along the road but occasional patches gleamed gold in' the
sunlight and to the left a mountain covered with great rocky knobs reminded
me of the gnarled fist of an old workman, It csst dark shadows on the
bright slopes beneath,

About l4 miles from the Station we came across Holly Lodge Farm Guest
‘House WhOSe pronrletor, C. Davey, has vicked a location with a view of
immense red c1liffs about five milee away. This Guest House would be an ex-
.cellent place for a quiet holiday, .

On our'way to the Mt, WiISOn turn-~off which is ébou% L or 5 miles from
Mt,Wilson, we were continually struck by views of Cllffn mostly of a deep
red colour,

From the base of Mt, WllFon, where there is a sign-post indicating that
large aresas of the Mountain are reserved, we started a very etiff climb
which was to be well rewarded by the rich sub-tropical scenery on all sides,
The soll is of an extremely rich volcanic nature, in sharp contrast to the
poorer quality soil lower down, and the sudden change in the type of flora
which comes as & consequence is amazing, Tall green ferns abound and gum
trees grow to a great height, ' '

Getting to the top of Mt Wllson we Were surprised to find farms and
orchards, mostly owned by English people who have succeeded in creating a
very English atmosvhere by planting Engllsh trees around their homes, some of
which reminded me of pictures I had seen of -Elizabethan archltecture. Other
homes have embattlemented wallﬂ'around'them reminissent of. ancient castles,

On the top of Mt,Wilson a most beautiful contrast is nrov1qed everywhere
by 0ld World scenery against an Australian background of tall gums and
rolling hills and valleys, ‘Australian wild fldwers are scarce because of
the rich volcanic nature of the. 8011

After passing a Church bullt in typlcal Envllsh style, ve stonped and
spoke to a man working in his ‘flower garden,. Who “turned out to be a missionary
who had brought fifteen aboriginal boys. dowh from the Darwin area to the,
safety of Mt,Wilson, He had divided thé boys into three groups accordlng
to age and sent them off to play., Later on, walking along.the road, we came
across the youngest group, going our way, and they turned out to be very
well-mannered young lads, One of them asked if we were walking to Sydney! o
He must have heard of the Sydney Bushwalkers Club! _ IEE
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These boys showed us a path through the bush about + mile long, which
cut off o fair length of the. road and we hod no regrets about taking it
bscause FLovaing 27t the rcad on to thls'path'Was a delightful change, Tall
darlk green fernc were joined . into a mass of foliage by endless nreepers
and smaller-ferns and the tall gum trees standing over thom cast 2 nerretual
twilight on the Jjungle below,

Wren we w»cached the road again this jungle scenery ended unio*tun”ufly,
aund we found curselves very elose to the bottom of Mt,Wilson and sooh in
sandetone cotntry once more, However, we were compensated by %he cighi of
three perfectly formed Waratahs on the ome bush, and many other wiid {lowers
1nclud_nﬁ Black-eyed Susane and Native Fuchulas :

A duttle Iafter we had an excellent view of Mt Tomah, Mf,Hﬂr and ”v.
King George wn: beside the. other, with smaller mountalnq rollive up soverds
them, We ~oniiuued along the road from Mt,Wilson towards Mt.Irvine. . Through
country whi~lh constantly varied from volcanic to sandstone and back epedin,
Near Mt,I»vioce we passed great: formations of &= ndstone which stood ou‘
starkly against the surxoundlng bush,

It was now late afternoon on the Saturday, g0 we searched: around for a )
camping-site and found an excellent oné on the:lsft hand side of _the road
very close to the turn-off around Mt,Irvine, There was no water handy, but
we had carried some from a spring a short -distance back, s0 we had no worries
about that, We had had a hard time durlng the, day carrying fresh:food,
hut now we congratulated ourselves on having done &o and that nlght and next
morning had a royal feast, I forget how long we slept'

Next morning we strolled two' ‘miles: along ‘the way round Mt,Irvine and
Were rewarded by a partlcularly lovely wide view of .the mountains down on the”
gt side, The farms es3 the west side of the-road were bordered with a
pretty displdy of red, white and yellow ga¥den flowers which contrasted with
the neatly planned orchards behlnd them. There ig a Post’ Offlce on Mt,Irvine,

Going-down from Mt,Irvine we paseed through typlcaT sandstone - country
with an abundance of wild flowers, but the view was blocked by ridges ou
elther gide until the land fell away on. the north revealing a deep valley
about + mile wide whose opnosite ridge, rising about 200 ft, above us, cast a
dark shadcw on one side of the valley, Whlle the side nearer to us was 1lit
up with brlght yellow sunlight, : :

We were now approaching one of: the most beautiful places on the whole
trip - ihe dcen gorge - through which Bowen's ‘Creek flows, The road is soft-
and good ¥o“Wwalk on here and winds round down into the gorge and up and cut
cf 1t cn the other side, There are enormous sandstone cliffs on efhther side
‘of the govge, towering above the creek which twists and turns into the dis-

. tance in both directions. .Anybody who has not been to Bowen's Creek should

mzke a point of | gettlng there, if only to see the immense cliffe,

Wild flowers were »lentiful in the valley, 1nclud1ng HoneJ Flowers,
Native Fuchsias and Waratahs,

There 1s a wooden bridge over Bowen's Creek, and, nearby, a public
camping gronnd where we stooped to have lunch because we could find ne other
even gnmpﬁratlvely clear area, the country being so rugged, We bathed in
one of the excellent poolq in the Creek, but did not take long over washlng
because the water was icy cold, Roy 2nd I had to Summon up our courage in
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order to duck right under the Water'

We then began the climb up th: winding road out of the velley which
was hard going, but worth while because of the’ Wondefful views of the cliffs
and valleys and the abundance of w1ldflowers everywhere.-

We eventually left Bowen's Graek ‘behind and proceeded towards Bilpin
where we again fouund an excellent,%warm camping site amongst trees, Jjust off
the main highway on a track which leads to the Mountain Lagoon, 9 miles away,
We watched a colourful sunset through the trees while our food was cooking
over the camp fire,

Next morning we arose to make the most of the last day of our holidayaz,
and set out for Kurrajong., Were we pleased to find that most of the way was,
at first anyway, down hill! The ridge follows a very long ridge on the way
to Kurrajomg Heights, and there is quite a lot of delightful scenery on .
either side, There are neatly planned orchards here and there along the road,
and occasional views of mountains and valleys, and we saw many vivid displays
of yellow and purple wild flowers,

On most of the way from Bilpin we had been walking on a very easy down
grade, not so steep to be unpleasant, but approaching Kurrajong Heights we
suddenly found ourselves on a very steep climb, The view from both sides of
Kurrajong Heights is simnly beautiful, PFrom the western side one can see a
striking view of the mountains, while the wview from the east is, for one who
has not seen it beforg, simply breathtaking, We were wallking from the
dircction of the mountains and had become used to mountain views, then
suddenly, we swung around a hill, and there was a magnificent view of the
plains stretching towards Sydney, with little farms showing up everywhere as
green, brown and grey patches., I was told that on a clear day you can see.
as far as Sydney Harbour: Bridge from the Heights, and didn't doubt it.

We climbed to the top of Kurrajong Heights, which is -called Panorama
Point, where thes wind was blowing very strong and cold from the vlains
below, At Panorama Point we had our last meal before going home amongst
some trees away from the wind, and then walked down to a flower garden which
had attracted our attention on the way up., The owners of this garden devote
their time to growing flowers which are nativeto cold countries, There
were plenty of beautiful red rhododendrons and a big display of a flower
which i1s found at 7,000 ft, in the Himalayas, We hought som= flowers, in
order to ensure our welcome at home; and then walked down to the station
at Kurrajong wher> we caught. the train with plenty of time to spare.

On our way back to Sydney in the train Roy and I were lost in reflection
for some time over the beautiful places we had been to, including Mt,Wilson,
Bowen's Creek and Kurrajong Heights as well as many other places which will
stay in our memories for a long time to come, :



HAVE YOU HEARD ?

Fridey 2nd February and into the Club strides Tuggie pulling on her
gloves and looking as though she is about to smen a fete, followed

by Dorothy Lawry looking' just as purposeful, Stovped them and asked
why they lboked this way, They had just been to the wedding of Gordon
Edgecombe and Jean Hay at St,Stephens Church, City, and had people

to see in the club before they went on to reception at History House,

Bushwalkers secem to be holding their own in the birthrate and povo-
lation problem, for there are two birthe to announce this month.
Bert and Evelyn Whillier have a son and Mr, and Mrs, Frank Cramp

have now a second child, a daughter, We congratulate both couples,

* L] . . . * L) « .

Early this month some members, and two prOSpecfive55 enjoyed a
very full and memorable Week-end. iEven the "old and bold"
did not find it too strenuous being on two official trips at the
same time, and merely expressed added pleasure when two ‘members of
the party chose supﬁertime to announce their engagement, To the
"young and virile" it may have been just another engagement
between club members; to the "old and bold" it was far more than
that, They remembered Wal Roots as Club Secretary, President,
Federation President and one of the hardest working of bushwalkers,
All bushwalkers will Join in congratulating Wal, Roots and Miriam
Lennox, (You should taste a meal prepared by a dietitian!

The week end party then returned home in time to hear another
S.,B.W, - Edgar Tardley - starring in the Lux Radio Play,
Congratulations to you, tbo, Edgar, A



LETS 08 FROM THS LADS AND TASSES

Letters were received during January from:-

F. R, Beaver - - - Doug McKellar
K.J. Taylor - Jean Ray
Dick Smith ' , Jack Adams
- Ron Galley ~ - = © .. . ‘Georges -Archer (P,0.W,)
Peter Allen .- ., Bill Burke .

Gordon Mannell

Gordon Mannell - 15-11-44 — England, Flrstly I Would like to place on record
my sincere thanks for the Club mags, Walkabout and sweets which have reached
me recently from the. Services Committee, you can be sure they are greatly
appreciated. The &cehes in the Walkabout brought back many pleasant memories
of by gone days for Stanwell Park, a typical snap of which was shown taken
from B=1ld Hill was one of my “happy hunting grounds™., A short while ago I,
together with the rest of the crew, epent a very pleasant four days in.
Northern Ireland, I would have liked to have seen something of Eire, but well,
restrictions are. restrictions., Lost week e hed our first fall of snow for the
season, I expect a fore-runner of. much he av1er falls to come, The weather this
past fortnlght has been rather unsuitable for our job, however we have managed
to get-in a few decent trips over the ather side, Cologne, Dulleldorf and
Gilsenkirchen belng some of the German cities visited. I received a very
pleasant survrise in the form of a letter-from our mutual friend Joe. Turner

a short while ago., Well Dunc,.I am afraid that is all for the momnnt Pleaqe
convey my klndeqt regards to all ‘members, :

Rob Morrison - S-12-4h,  It's qulte a while since I laqt wrote tb you and since
that time T have been home on leave from the Territory and as my address will
show, I have been posted to another unit and this time. much nearer to home,
But thls stay of mine here in civilisation again will be only short and next
time I write I shall have another address and that many, many more niles north
of Sydney. However if you send any mail to the.address gshown-here. it will be
re- dlrected quite safely to wherewer I may then be,

I didn't get round to any walking during my month's leavé but -I did
look up a few of the old cronies and parhaps Paddy or Paul Barnes of the S,B.W,
have told some of you that I had been down from the Never-never, -

Life is easy enough here for a change, with an excellext mess, both
in quality and quantity of ‘'vittles", the atmosnhere and "blokes" therein and
the camp itself is as comfortabl: as any I have seen, or lived in, We are
domiciled in lL-man hute so am quite CG.K, in all respects at present, It:took
a while to get used to the army and my job the reln, after a break of about
2 months from it but I am hapoy about all that again and "rarin" to get on
with the little part I can play in finishing thls business so that we can all
get on with our "lives and chosen work" n~gain just as soon as mossible. I
hear that Hilary Jnackson has been discharged from the Army, Well he's done his
bit all right and I guess he appreciates the break from his long years of good
service, It's almoet a ye=r since news of George Loder'!s last unhappy mission
became known to us so I guess we can't hope for anythlng but a miracle to
give us good tidings of that stoutest of "stout fellaw’
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FEDERATION REPORThne' December 1944~Me’ting._

_ERA: The news was off1c1al and BAD - that the Lands Dspt's budget for reser—
vations had been cut. by £74 OOO and therzafore, no resumptlon of Zra lunds
would. be made thls flnan01ﬁl year., It was decided to ask the local menber,
Mr,Sweeney, to press for the reservation of at least Lots 1(V.G.£2,000) end
i (VC£240) if the necessary. £4,450 for.-the whole area could not- be made

..,available, In addition th» Fedp“avlon will appro ch. the WPﬂwnH clubs, whose

‘members use Lot 7,'and suggest that they should cffer 1Lnanl4a1 assistanea
to the 5.B.W. towsrds the .cost of runewwng tne lease. of that area,

KOSCIUSKO STATE PARK, The Trust has been advised thzat the Pcubra1jon ‘suppo.te
- ‘Mr,Dunphy's suggestion for the <outhern part of the Park to be Kopt ‘as a
Primitive Ares, Federation Also asked the Trust to make ceriain: anmrleq re-
garding bushfire prevention and burning off by graulers,-ﬁnd extenled an
invitation for a Trustee of thie park to attend a Federation meeting,lMessrs,
Byles,Roberts and Lamble have been avppointed a sub-committee” of the Trust

to meet representatives of the Linnean Society,etc. Messrs,Dumphy, Hilesgrove,
Whaite and Colton are belng asked to represent the Federation and tc meet the
Trustees to discuss the proposed Primitive Area, ' '

A report was received from Mr,Holesgrove,who had attended ‘a meetlnC
called: by the Zoological Society to discuss the proposed PrimitiverArea in
Korciusko State Psrk,.A report was also received on the Conference. of Recreat-
lonal and Scientific bodlﬂ called by the National Fitnees Council to discuss
the s-me matteér, Federation decided to- remain neutral in any diszgreement
that may -develdp hetwe=n the scientists and the ski-~ers becausa th+ former
want--the height of the range between Grogan's Gap and Jagungal-to be laft in
a primitive state, However, Federation will suggest to .the Trust that gevlo-

- gists be .consulted before- any roads are bullt and it ig in favour‘of a2 scien—
tific survey: of thé p-rk,

TIMBER CUTTING I THE BLUF LABYRINTH Mr Harry Whaite reoort d thﬁ reoult

of inquiries he had been asked to make; also that a timber leise is being
worked near the end of King's Tableland at the h:-d of Pearce's Creek, which
+is in the Warragamba catchihent area, It was decided that the attention of the
Water Board be drawn.to:the timber-cutting on this lease, with the suggestion
that the leasees be asked to rs-plant the area cut out,

¥¥Lx£%£vCCLLKLJj3 RPN NP TENNE SN A ARG,
OPTO0METRIS T
F. GOODMAN, M.I.O,
Optometrist and Ontician

20 Hunter Straet, Sydney
J.el BBLI-}S

Modern methois of eye examination and eye training
Correful Spectacle Fitting,
Fixing an appolntm=nt will facilitste the reservation of
time for giving you proper attention, but should you be
unable to ring us beforeband, your visit will be welcome
at any time you may choose to call,
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BACKYARD BUSHWALKTNG,

Things have been busy in the bush garden, In December we made
a record collection of seeds just ripened from the &pringtime bush
flower festival. Immediate plantings were made (scalding any seeds
whieh were hard and Beemed to need it) and now we have a crop of sturdy
seedlings including a few woody pear plants which are laboriously
struggling to 1ift their extra large seed leaves from the reluctant soil,

About two dozen Species have germinated and seem to flourish
but like the lost sheep of the parable the absentees get most mention,
So far we have had no success with any of the five corners (stypheliia)
boronias or eriostemons, Neither has there been any sign of life from
the fine-leaved geebung (persoonia pinifolia), but we were informed on
good authority that it takes 8 or 9 months for the latter to germinate,
So here!s hoping.

On a recent visit to the West Head Peninsula, ground which snemed
absolutely and utterly burned 2 years ago is now densely clothed with
a dense growth of shrubs, All the eriostemon lanceolatus was destroyed
but now the lettuce green seedlings are up and about 12 inches high,
There should be a lovely show of flowers next spring,

Another ground orchid has come to live at our place. A purple
spotted fellow (dipodium punctata). It is now developing seed, but I
have been warned off attempting to raise orchids from seed by fantastic
(though apparently true) stories of the necessity for the seed to be
placed in a culture of certain bacteria and even then it appears to be
several years before one is rewarded with a recognisable plant,
XX XXXX

Paddy hopes to have some tents available on Saturday 24th February
and steel frame rucksacke on Saturday 17th March,

'Phone B,3101, Paddy Pallin
327 George Street,
SYDNEY

CAMP GEAR FOR WALXKERS, . /



