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NATIVE POET ~ NANCY CATO

Fach magpie site on his own post. .

And einge his song, and does not care -

What others eing ~ the mtarling's croak,
- This lark that trills in the blue air,

But- is he right not to rejoice
In the alien blackbird's voice?
For myself, I'm not above o
Liking the mournful Indian dove;
The goldfinch has a pretty wing
And there!s no doubt the lark cen eing,

But, "Give me a crimeon bird to chatter:
Bush-eilence with hid patrot-clatter,
Black of wattle-bird, cockatoo-acreech
Echoing along the reach",

Sings the magpie, '"Woods and dales

Are proper haunte for nightingale; -

But here, by claypan, flat and crezk
And gully, native ‘voices sn:ak," o
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BUSHWALKING BABILS

Marie B, Byles.

Bushwalling. cr tramping os we called it in the 0ld Country, com-

i & #oon 2z we could walk., I supporse I was six when
(2000 f=et high) in the Isle of MYan, In memory . ,
5t mouvniain I have ever seen, and not even the dragon

2 times as high, were half eo lonely and inaccessable,

réered brooks of the Isle of Man will always be far
cds of Nov¥way carpeted with lily-of-the~valley,

n

naca with their asters and columbines,

Down thrrugh the years of childhood the tremps stand out as the high~
lights, ard this, even though they were often only along the bzuks of the
Mzraey canal on Saturday afternoon where we watched: the slow-moving bargss
teking the cotton up to Manchester, or stocd on the railway bridge waiting
w.th bated breath and beating hearts until a train came underreath snd
gave us a “puff", When one cof the senior girls at school announced her
intention of getting a "puff", I agreed enthusiastically with the propogal
connecting it at once with the Saturday.afternoons by the canal, and not
with the latest style of hair-dressing! ‘

What is a Spring ?

But the cream of the tramps was in the Peak District with its grassy
hille and caves where perhaps Crab, the Caveman, lived, On the top of one
of these hills was a little spring that gushed out of ite peaty source like
e water~tap, My Father had a collapsable brass drinking cup, and brass
is perhans the most evilly-tasting material ever invented, but filled with
water from that spring it was a goblet of the gods, That spring set nmy
£tandard in springs for ever after, Years later when I was shown a bit of
Gomp earth in the Warrumbungle Mountains, and told it was a "spring", I
just did not believe it, Springs have got to spout out like that one in
the-Peak District or they are not springs! '

Another thrilling tramp was one frosty New Year's Day when my Father
took us to Rosterne Mere, a lake owned by a wealthy family, which did not
permi® members of the proletariat like us to approach its shores, My
Father, who was both an ardent Christian and an ardent socialist sat us
up on a style overlooking the lake and made us say after him, "The earth is
the Lord's and the fullness thereof ~ Cursed he be that addeth field to
field —~ Down with the blasted land-owners!" It is s:id that the adult
life may be made or marred by such teachings in infincy, But it was on .
St., Boniface Down in the Isle of White that my fate was settled, for we came
down "by an original descent which would make Auntie Clive green with envy",
Surely it was then that the lust for virgin peaks was sown, a lust which
has driven me into most uncomfortable eituations in New Zealand and China,
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WHO DO WE ~WALK - %

Well sir, that’s a big question you've asked, It's all very well to say
that we walk for pleasure, but that doesn't explain where the pleasure comes
from, does 1t? ' '

Again, it's =1l very well to say ws walix fcr our health, but we ave
ready to question whis statemsz®t when we Tind curselves miles from chelier,
sopping wet and shivering, and/or exhausted, and/or half starved - as we are
at times.

Some of ws will w2ll you that we walk to see the country. Bub how little
of it wo zesally do .o when out walking. Very often cur eyes are gilued to the
ground immediately ahzad of our feet, carefully watching each step, in case
we should faki over in nuv @iruggle some., heavily weightel movemants cver the
scuntryaide . Certaialy we stop new and agaln when the leader gets puffed outb
and gays the view 18 worth locking at; but if we'd beszn riding e horsc. ¢r a
cycle: or merely sitting at home in an armchair looking at an illustrate?

rigt Bureau pamphlet., we drobably would have seen much more of the view
without hall the bother!

A fTew of us think we walk for the enjoyable companionship, Admittedly
we seem happy enough to be out togetherj but what about those wives, and sweet-
hearis, and mothers, and maiden aunts of ours, who sit at home knitting our
pom pom caps, and socksy and wondering all th- while when we'll get sense,
enough to find out that their company can be even more enjoyable than our own,
No sir! It's not the companionship which attracts us — it's the lack of it
more likely, - '

"It's a great spell from hard work," others will say; and even as they
are gpeaking the sweat will be pouring down their foreheads, and they‘?ll be
breathing like asthmatic elephants in the last stages of dither,

"It! gets you gway from life's dull routine", still others will claim;
and even as they utter the nonsensical, empty headed remark, they'll be putting
up their tents, spreading out their groundsheets, gathering in their firewocd,
and frying their sausagee (and perhapa cursing at the rain) in the same old,
dreary, monotonous, routinish style which they've been doing for years,

"It's nice to see the trees, and breathe the fresh air,"
It's nice to feel the wind in our faces,"
It's a joy to hear the birds sing."

We walkers have been saying these things so often that we're actually
beginning to believe them!

But why walk to get these questionable pleasures? Your own back iawn,
or the nearest public gardens, will vrovide the first, A cycle ride into a
stiff northerly along St.Kilda Road, will provide the secord, And anybody with
a canary in a cage, or a parrot, or a white cockatoo, can have the third turned
on whenever they wish, just like getting water out of a tap,

No sir! I cannot tell you why we walk — I'm sure none of us cant but
please don't delay me any longer. I'm in a devil of a hurry, I want to get
home to pack my rueksack for the week-end walk., I wouldn't miss it for the

, 1
world! The Editor, "Walker's Rag,"
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SALE OF NATIVE FLOWERS

Ray Birt,
ron the newspapers, there has been a
ation to the Ml ister for Local Goverrment
v the prohihiticn of thz sale of all
exceypt on of Christmas Bush.

However, legislation ig one thing and another thing is the enlightened

growth of public opinion which will not tolerats the szle of wild IlOTefB
and whlch wiil refuge to sell orx buy our National heritage,

With this in mind we wrote to the leading stores which
ar& and arged hew if thej weuld be public s&ir'%
? same inm their Ftores, Two of them respond
2L% they w ¢ stop the sale altngethor and their
Secretary signcd thg petition and Messrs, Antheny H he!

gtop the cale for the time being. It is now up to all bafhu» Lkers 5
go out of their way to shop at these stores and tell the sales assisiant
wiy they are doiag so,
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BCCKS § B O O0OKS ! ' BOOKS!

PENGUINS

-DIGESTS!

MAGAZINES 1

The Services Committee. necsds more and more
BOCKS, PAPERS and MAGAZIN S to send to the
lads and lasses, Their supnlies are very,

very low,

What can YOU do to help ?
Bring what you can into the Club, or leave with
PADDY PALLIN,
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We do wieh the Butlers (Ira and Dot,

e t, « Rhona

weuid stay Tputl long enough for us %o say with cer Ng
are golng to be, for a few days, We hewor that Dot in 2
santiously, we Say =0, Next time that we are im the FW'J rToom wWe §es
Dot, who appeara very amused when we show surprige end try to coucead cuc
anneysnce

Dot tells ue that Tra has deparied coverseas, noit for &
rambie as we aupvncsed, but on dbusinsss, Lea, having o
ghort wnotice, Left cur Dot with & beautiful but unfinished zwea for
Tre, T ment was Dotis idea of whas the well dresged gent zhcould wear
in the sire nece, Anywey, as Ira swuang himsslf on 20228 the ‘plane,
Dot staried on the rsck-basand,  Mr, Butler sewed his su the trip
over, '

After a round of vieits, Dot and Rhona are going tc look after the
Iredale childrcn while Merle do@s some Kindergeriesn work, The cvenings,
we dlmagine, will be fully cceupied with Kindergarten stories from both
of them,

Mir, and Mrw. Ray Bean alicwed us to lock at their Zovely baby last
week hefore they took her round to the River Canne Club.  The Bushwalkers

certainly do themselves proud when 1t comzs to bables,

Dunc, al

made an appea in the club room ufter a few wecks absence
and we are al ee % :

arance
glad to B that ghe 1is well again,
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We hesrd of a kind hearted shark the other day. A small party of

Bushwalkers, Arthur CGilrey, Fifille Kinsella, John Wood and Lauris
Greenacre wers down at Garie contemnlating the wa%ter and doing ncihling about |
it, Tif, braver than the resit, made up her mind to swim, want in and ﬂ“oyed
(%3 herself? wmndering vaguely about the calls she could hezp in the distance,
Fif turned, picked her wave and came in, DLater people came along and eX-—
pregszd the“r +hank£ulness,that she 'had heard thelr shouts Trom the oliff

iy 1G 1

teop, The ark, they sald had practically decided to antack wh Fiille
to

J
- 3 -~ o 1
turned aome bum«:n

Tuggie has done her last Test wal kn She says Paddy led her firet test
wallk and now 4se has led her last, On this, aer last test walk, Tuggie
complatined b1+te“lv that she had always thought that T & R on the programme
neant Track and Rsascnable, To which Paddy smartliy retorted that No,
it meant Tuff aad Ruff,

S )
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1 gays that the BLahgums have lost none

A search may be made T

d this wzlk and
ially at this time cf year,
That greav fissure, the Graud Canyor
is a uniqgue spot containing beauntiful ferns
be missed by anyone who has not meen it,
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OTA—CARRINGTON FALLS-JAMBTROO-KIAMA,

a favorite spot with Bushwalkers,; tucked away
b iﬂnmaroo River, Tuae Carrington Falls provide

into & rocky ¢ m, but don't be zmilarmed, Eisa
ler wayﬂ by a-new rcute with coastal views, to the
of Jamberoo,’
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FEDERATI

walk £

to meet our

a new area for most walkers, even thourhll is so close to
sts of mome of. the richest orchard and daiIV1ag Iand ne:

dooq not mean that fruit and cream will be on hand for mambozi
» Social Becretary John Woods, 1s taking this walk, but there

ibility,

< aaT

ON RE-UNION

his week-end. -to the Wild Dog Mountains has been cancelled,
1d be available to go to our Annual Federation Reunlon,
friends from other clubs, and so foster the inter-cilub
e and other particulars will be made known as soon as they

d. ARE YOU COMING ?

THE WALXKER'S BLEAT
You hear it not while at your work,
Now in the busy streets
Put when the walkers rove about
There comes a plaintire bleat.
The careful leader stalks ahead

In rain and summer's heat,

And little heecds the anguished souls

0

A

Who cry: "When do we eat?!
h,many of our walking friends
Thus hunao“ ocn their feet,
nd know ti ease for it depends
on This "WHEN DO WE EAT"?

aT

F.A. BlnCl‘Wu;N
in the “"Melbourne Walker"
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Since ou:
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have received letters from the following members of

iengue
ot 1
mEher
Zown
waek's
“he '

Friday we-’
. unpleas
but lt

;‘:‘.:
DMy

weathar holds ot
2z is o ok 18 no horm o1n sarpilng it,
When 1 becnme wall cucugh to el 11y was pleasant
oh L blue walls bi v . &nd the
1 Naveal T wi 108 gcunds
ther, Ad4 Atk leay crass bo the
ace to rest with o sore kuse or A ne: oot
Lprrt From hlE 1igtle eplacds life hes been proce reding interes 7
and snjoeyanly, ill have much %to learn of ways and custons, is
exyLrenely 'ﬂtcrﬁe*“uv and I do regret *hes weeks ln sickness s
there i#s much to do, Hive besn meving on new work, the hreak v
a pity. '
Eave been snjoving =2 Fpot of social 1ife =z well, Wa nad ovr Fizat
darce 1n our recreatica hall and it was mosh surchesful, We had invited
1c mWAﬁ and 10 WAAFS %o come as WL;¢ as AL, T. and RALT .. they EE
very hospitabls to us in their funciicns —~ but the WALTS vere TS OGOmMe,

it thrastencd fo preduce a
r vood I had a temperature s
but decicded neverthelses T couldnit leave unde e ‘clrcumctzuces Aand erdegd
; 1 put still on my feet, The week previously thn Petry Offscers

deon &
1be

Ono thing 2nd Pnother +the males nrepcondare
kbl of male wallflowers ~ extraordinary

A party of WRANS at & picnic over at the Isla: it wae a good day,
g, oricket and sating. The cricket meich was good fun. We wen(?)
fue, I fear, to the ingeniocus methods of the scorer who Sccped to
to cellect exira rune out of the air., It all helps to malke a pleasant
oLwom duaty. Our hours of duty zud regulations don't allow of too much
mlxihg cutside the Services but they do some very nice things fer us and we

can maks no complaint,

GORDON MANNELL ~ EWGLANT, I have just »éturned to iy station after spending

B T very en3c"ahle leave amidat the Sou+norn Scottizh Highlands, I have been on
several visits to +his g”"nd Zittle coun ard each time I have come away
with & greatly enhanced opinion of it and its peomle. This last time I was
the guest, together with another membor of ny cvew, of a Mrs. Locke who lives

in the charming little village cf Doller situated in +he Devon valley in
Clackmannanshire, Our hostess placed bikes at our disposal to enable us to.

ey
v
I~
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10, e e e e e e
view as much of surrounding countryside as possible in th: short time avail-
avle, we certainly 4id make good use of them, Howsver the highlisht of our

trip was an 8§ mile walliing trip into the Highlands, Yes, Dunc, I szid 8m. nch

23, The first stage® wias to the Castle Campnell, herzdity castle of the
Campboll Clan, via the Glea of Sorrow. It reminded me very nmuch cof
z o

>

Dlue Meuntain egtveans, From then on it was over onen moor soun SO
Thers were many of those black facsd sheep

with bynciken and heather,
ta lanbs grozing, We wore veluctant tn leave this great srot vut A W,L, dees
noet pay, 8o back %o work, I am now flyizg in 4 eugined bombers and Liking it,

Ly Tome aweet home once more end as yet, don't know

or @orry, I“vs had life oo casy the past five months

's net goed Tor the mnrale of an infantrer, The C,.0, ¢f the Warwick
¢ finnlly weka up %o me and handed me ny walking pepsrs, A calamity
az I was just heginning to get soms place with a daugkter of ome aov
ovn's rany publicons, Llias) the Gods still frewn upon me, my Guardian
11 les% enided the jungles of N,G. ard Just when I thought that

,
L N

he up grade agnin %too, A civvie svotied me limpirg alcng the
b t

<

4
1,

1 ought me a counle of beers on the strength cf 1it, so Ifve decided
toi. acquire a stooge, In a loud voice he shall inquire about the knee I shall
e s n

.
t
mumble a cheerful reply and then he shall insist teilling the chap next to
kim (agein in a loud voice) all the horrifying details I, or should I say we ,
enticipate many beers, Ore of ny many failings a tendency to blush eacily,
will be very handy in my new carcer, Anyway to get back to my exit from the
Genot, The squad marched forth to the beat of the drums, I rode forth to the
roer of the engine, Again the knee, Most of the chaps I had honoured by
crassifying them as my friends made some Gisparaging remarks, in fact some
were plain nasty, but, when they arrived at the station looking weary and
much the worse for wear, I could do nought but forgive themn,
The station, the train, a hospital one - = blast of the whistle and I
gaid farewell to that fair town, I must return to the Downs on: day, a
beauntiful country, a rolling black earth plain where the slightest shower sets
ths grass springing forth to greet the sun., And so 1t was I laft it, one vast
ravorama of green through which the willow banked Condamine staguiered its way,
Ne wonder "Downemen" are forever enthusiastic about it.
A few days at G.D.D, awaiting draft during which I met an old mates
pine "Sykes" Bryant, Used to be ry No.2 on the Bren at Alamein until he
rew careless and stepved in front of a slug. You may remember me writing
¢ hew we all hopped out for a cup of tea one day, well Sykes was the
cxy cne, Got over that, but the Wips at Finch made a much better job
t than Jerry? ' He still has the leg, but won't be going back again,
de like a warning for me doesn't it? Wasn't sorry to leave when =y
er came up, The bullion was light on and.besides there were too many
: both two and four legged - round the place, Both kinds faitten
¥ee of me, although the first missed out this trip, I must hand
the place for its breed of fleag, vndoubtedly the verv best claas
» frém one who is by way of a MRROLEFIUT oh such mattars. .
Another station, ancther train anu we wers oif again, nct forgetting
of course,the customary twe hour wait, INo slceping berths this year,
neverthelsss we weren't too badly off, with ouly six to a compartment, I

g
o
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Laes on .1-.;‘1"

e flocr the f4 ;
wh Cdidni Y ex

cuv Jdue to a leaking _

oi, the hours.and days pe ~wevp¢ayeg7nar%,} ]
egein and-then hod scme mores toeat. We'lkg ! koof i
and drang the only two b 5 on the marxet® — giager ;

Pilled out of windews. © in a mad rush at mess hn *Jc,, But
ns cue “hreatenad tn 1y of ¢ n ths VRS,

A well Lehaved crcwd comparativel rergtaied U5 Lo
koep our clothes cn, Watched ke : as we passed

& COLIt..

through a town., Kirsed every nretty lass T (Speed u rion ctyla)
and day 1ﬁd ot cthﬁr l 2425 in cther vetces, The traian just ratylodnen,
can ratile, ' ' o

‘homesten d“, lonely women eni u wii
g of parsr, pa-er fror the Tetiler
ket of %tea, Shades of the M,E! “Ag

W ccmes to price. T nind the time T gave & taxi driver 5 mils
( n’t he screem., The swampn lacked +hne blus flower c“varivg, roxr

w S0 many birds cbout h&ui]@ Compaziens and 1bis lnoking ac Jonely
23 the country itself, Tho catile rurs gave way to thuo carefielés to the
pincspple and bhanant plants ilC“F Uachanged save for the russat zold
leaves of the pinés, Paiches of rain feorest and bitter swect womories and
80 the end of <he lizne arrived, ’

r brother —

Another few daym in a town in which T 2lde
Un — And e few mare
e 2

"
he Cﬂﬂowe time since A”o*ph decided to have som

“l“k’ of ale Fad tusted his hand in a scrop. lo
chtp. and af+er a mcwxh aghore was keen to get abonrd his «h
Cnz fight that did do Soweone some good,

Lboard apother t"anm, 1p and over *he hills and that nizht I slept
cr. s arrangement of wire end boards callied by the conpany a bed. & sinck
of mall awaited me including = snap cf the Reunion, I notice you and 3111
1212 beth cccupy your usual commanding position,

[

Reczived a great welcome hor . The first oguestion the company
fo

comnan calzed mey  "How many crime sheeis “grinst youT® an: so it was
for evea I met, 4 loock of awe spread over their faces when I
Trovwciy-cvenirimed a clean sheset, It Just wasa't possible. That's what
eoees of heving a bad record, Ift's *imé I changed homes 2g2in, get som
placs where I'm net so well known, I have to ses A man about a cors,

Chzerclo, Ragards to all,
Bill,



FEDERATION REDPORT

On Tuesday 18th July, 1944 the N,8,W, Federation of Bush Walking
C]ubs held its Twelfth Annwual Meeting,

he Affiliaticn Fee was again f*xad at 5/~ for each 25 members (erxzluding
those grades nct bound to TRy 2711 memberchip fees) and the Sabscription
for Apscciate liembars of ths Faderation n% 2/ per menmder, The constitution
reaulres ALFiliad o pald within thres months of the annual

o
o A vy " - 3 0 PP £
meetingsy othevwise rembsrship da forfoisted,
n o

R )

Jndsr the constituiion each club 2.8 required to notify the Hon,uecre+ary
within 28 Jey=z of the rederationig gnunel meeting (a) its membhrshlp at 30th
June cn which 19 effilintien fee and 1ts number of delegates will be basged,
and (b) the namss of zig Gelagates for the er TBULNE twelve nentha,

}

" e e e em e e

e T.W,C,A, WALKING CLUB wan admnitted to memha rghip

The ROVER PAYEBIER3! CLUB has & Naw Segrat
Tursiville,

y

3
.|
ct

24,
8d tret 4t wes degiragd to offer the State Governe
3 ke ¢t of reruning ire Lra tends, and that the 8.3.W. had
nand tnt in p ises 2 roxwimately £500, Feﬁeratlor voted A contribution
oF Viuntg m““e thar h,O” towards a total of £35 euch denation Lo come fran

1\ed from the District Surveyor rconaulng
lon is possible yet o owing tc lack of

PWXYCPOUND MALKS For about two yesrs Mrs, Er

.i
o Chab %\u_ ceen orpanising th: walks programmes and arranging
oy ﬁLv nhildrea Trom severaml of Sydney's suvervised Pia 1ygrounds,
i i Federation is sesling some other bughwalker %o

worls, Walks leeadere will also be welcomed, but the
e mosi urgant need,
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Ae & ”*LuCﬁe Miss Bv1eu gave notice of another workingd

orn the firsy o ﬂnonlugﬂ: week-end in MYay, 1948, Walke Secoretary
and all ﬁt:P” anbers please note +he dzte,
)

FEVERLDIONS "“THAE of members of the aeffiliated Clubs will be

END, is being organised by the C.M.W, for
Lyeryons is asked %o note this very immouriant

| ‘ . -L. ~
'ﬁs afJ to frzange to Join tne par+v for a moe+ interesting week-end,
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P Club is ar¢anglno & Barbecre for the weel- mnd
a0 17sh September at Lon g Angle Gully .- in i@ of +he Eushwallkers
e Commitiece - and extends an 4nJ1uaL10n o &ll members of ali the
Bted Clubs
LT ION_RE-DNZ o Lhis year to be held on October 28ty snd 25th and =an
5ing commitiac is to ta appointed at the LAugust neeting. las any member
22tions? The sitc hns ned yet been dscided upon either,
W_SCRAP BOCK, The ?ﬂdvrﬂfﬁon used to Aave a serap bosk that was kent
by & memter of the PuoTL01uy Bureaw but this burezu has lavsed for
the auration, A% the July acetiag it Rt i.ugdmu tha% somwthing cuzht ‘o be
dcne abhaut the sa1ap baok and Nl-n Millie Horme of the Ruckssck Ciul volun-
teered to toke chargc cf it ond zeep i3 up te Sate. ALY members are asked to
ncte this fact and to clip from the Fapers or magazlnes any items of bushe
walxing interest thev see from time to time, These can be sent to Millie
Horne direct or through yoyr Federatlon Delegates,



