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The rocts of the trees are my roots, thrusting deep
Down through the warm earth's dark deliciousness;

Lnd the cry of the black cockatoos in their clamorous
To the voice of my spirit rising above the stress

Of the storm in triumph., Rose-tinted in their pride,
Flesh of my fl:sh, the hills rise, and my blood
Burns in the waratah on the mountain side,

The lean of my pulses beats through the singing flood
Cf cool bush water that blazes a silver trail

Where saurjan legs sprawl evilly in the nmid -

The green slime seeping like poison from eaneh scale
‘Their -blunt snouts darkly csunken in back-wush holes
Peering from cyenots never shuttered by sleep.

Yonder the sun srills past the crayoned boles

Of giant gums, to gild ecch fallen heap

Of cresceant lesves until they gleam and glow

Like little yellow moons, that time has thrust

Benz th the treecs to tarrish in the dust,
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From Bush-Born

By Norma L, Davies.,
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by Hee, Carruthers.

Rowmuig, Kanongra, Gangerang - glamorous sounding nanes, esocially when
one lhears many talks by club members who have roamed around these rErLoNng,
And then, whea one otxids oun Kenangra and looks at the fascincting litile o8
of ij Roar eznd Rumble bockouiing in the Jistance, the urge to exhlore is Tolt
very ostron;ly,  Sut like @ painting, these nlaces tend to lose their bheo ' o
cloevr anprocch, or so Joha and I decid:d after wandering around thils section
of the mounta 1n_,

Full of anvicipation of interestins rights ahead we st“ugml>d out from
Katoomba on o »lorious sull ¥y mdrniag that promised good wontlher ahesd, Ve
hed srabbed a handful of everythin, in si-ht, stowed it in a couple of packs,
loaded the crtillory o .d cameras w0 with a twingg of regret, ctc,, set out
to discover eacl other .n the reve:ling atmosphere of the hukn. At this
time I was an ardﬂnt c..uoeigt not us-d to carrying a pack o my beck, rhe un-
accustoued wel: % of 70 1bs sajned all my strenyth and 1éft me in a dazed state
of mind, T Llrrt rt of the trip can, therefore, only be described in a
hazy manuner,

|

e mauaged to scerasble o to tlle bus out to Clear Hill and alight:d at
a snall town callad (len Raphael, Ve were unable to get tea, bed and break-
feet at any of the Lotels so we had to »nitch the tent. I should say John
pitched the tent s I wow i:ic.able of »itclhing anytlhing around, When the
dinner bell sounded I strolled down the sgtairs in my tuxedo or torso or some-—
thing and poarteek of a joodly mezl, fersooth,

The next thing T rcuecumber war a voice within the tavern crying, ‘Awake
my little one's and £ill the cup,” <“lat sounded good so John and I inmed-
iately craowled out from under the canvas, filled the cup, then crawlcd in
asiiin,  Suddenly John remeubered Cncu we wore going somewhere so with a
larger twinge of rejret I crawled out to lork at the gloomy morn (or after-

noon), earing a dicturbance iu some nearby bushes I went to investigate
and saw a nicce of meat waltzing around and humming, I tork after it with &

tomahawk (scout?s oote) but when c.u ht it was too far gone to be of any use
so John nlayed The Last Fegt whils I buried our “rowosed Junch, After that
sad scene we packed un and saunt.red off 1in the direction of Clear Hill,

When I regained conrclousne I was sitting on . rnck overlooking
some valleys while John was dakhlng around with a camera, I hegan to wonder
why I had brought the .rtillery, the camera, the films -~ in fact I wondered
why I had fors 'zen ny m rmailds for nruntain devils, My rev-rie was broken
by John saying souetling about a bird of time having but a little way to fly,
and so, a stone was on the wing, It misced me but I realised that I must
arouse nycelf to avold being a tarcet for more stones., So I 'eaved mesclf
up on me 'aunches .ad wobbled unctedily tow rds the ladders, Those ludders
aprenled to me, There wop gomething nauti-cal about them, Shing and stoes
and stoclkings and «1) that, Well I <¢id the sailors hornpipe on ton then
dash2d down the comranio 's way to wiere he was wiiting., From there we
oqnntered off arain, lLiob-aobbed with a chap called Debwrt before descending
to the gan known ~s hedlow.

Wle congratuluated onrcelves nn ovr suderb feat of w:lluing and our timing
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things so nicely that we had am>le time in whick to pitch our tent before
dark, Our first job was to find a litile gtream that babbled over pebhles,
Unfortunately there w.s a drought about this time as well as a plarue of
gras:;-ho pers, The poor litile grassholners had been very thirsty, They caume
across the little stream, thizre, and drank it all up leaving onlv three tre:s,
there, there and there, After playing hide ~nd se .k for an uour we re.lised
that we were in dire strodits, It was going, to be a bit teugh havia- to go
down to the Cox's River every time we wanted g drink, Then Johnn got an id-a,
Why not 50 down the Bluck Doz track snd camn at the Coxe I dmmedistely
phoned the Tourist Mureau For ‘nformation and as the shedes of nisht werc
falling fast we scurriecd 0ff, I wanted to run the whols Way. Foncy being
out in the bush after darl, Creening, crawling things ev:rywhere, Things .
pe:ring at me From every stump, Gosh, I'd be a hero when I zot back, I stuck
my chest out, busted two buttons ~nd knoclk:d over two tre:s (Comnittse, please
note ~ ther woere dead), Well we follow @ the little dizmonds that sparkled
in the treses until we rerchc - the edge of the ridze. There all trace of
the faint track vanished aind ve rushed hither. and thithor Searching for a way
down, All our hithering didn't tulre us any thithercr so John sug ested camring
for the niht. As I must “ove ny cu) of toddy before retirin.: to rest I
decicd=¢ to coutinue mwr searcih, I difcovir.d g chimney down which we scrambked
in an effort to go strai- Lt down the gpur to the river, After sliding over
rocks and le:ives we landed right on tlhe irack and set off at a brisk pace
for the Cox. By this time +h- vorms were rather hungry and we were pleascd
to arrive at the river st 10 e, hat a feed the worms had,

Next morning dawned very dull a-d gzloomy sn we just roamed around and
wasted half our ammunition on a yellow rabbit, Lnyway I bet the little
begzar got a helluva fright.

Later on we enter. gain-g s~ne visitors, who were walking through to the
Nettal Tablelund., They 1.f% us to camy further dowastrram while we did a bit
of cooking and endeavourzd to taie a few photos in the pror light, After
lunch we organised a bi. O:ﬂe_huntiﬁg exmedition, I w..s easerly awaiting
ny first feed of rabbit so I hostily saddled up our elephants, collected the
black boys and set out for -lo vast waknown. We wandered down until we came to
& place called Kill's D.file, but the neame seured us fo we turncd back and on
the return trip mans sd to bag one a ¢ ¢ half rabbite,

[

The next day we wers avatened by a band approaching or perhzns it was
someone blowing his own trumpet, Lnyiay w <0t out the carnet, hid the wine
and welcomed the new ruects. Eventually, =2mid much blowing of trumpets they
arrived — a couple who had come fronm Kenangra vis the Kowmung, “Ther iatended
finishing up at Canberra or Darwin, I don't khow which, Vow these peonle
made me almost ab.udon the trip, The hero of their story had killed so many
snakes that I strai-lt awey »ut an advertisement in the local naper for a
snake charmer, As there were no eppliconts I tendored ny resignation from
the exp=dition, Johu wle~ded with me oad vintually I decided to accompany
him further into the b:d lauds, After trudging along the glorious flats
beside the Cox we rcached the Black Doy Canron. Hzre we slinned and slid
a bit but kept our tempers deepite the snclos that almo-t obliteratzd the
track, About midday we arriv:d at the Kownmung and thoroughly enjoy:d our—
selves as we pushed hrough, over and eround Kanuka tress and rocks, tow
and again our hobnails sliddéd on the bacalt and we plunged into the madly
carcering river, At last we reached the end of the gorge and got out of the

1
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built-up arecas. We stepned on the gas and sved along, hoping to reach Cedar
Road before dark, Friend John almost had heart failure on onle occasion, On

a very roclky part of the track he suddealy bounded into the air with a yell,

I dashed un an? saw a snake lying =zcrosc the tr.ck, It had been 1l:ft there by
our trimpet blowin. friend, I made John sit down while I endeavoursl to culm
him, I hoped this would be a lengthy Jjob but John suddenly jumped to his fect
and dashed off., Reluctantly I followed and once again we struggled on, I was
terribly disappointcd when John decided that we would stop, I felt like
stopoing hours ago, And so the lony day closed and we sank into a well earned
sleen only to be awal ned in the small hours by Mr, and Mrs, Clive Walker who
wers s»naending a holiday on the Kowmung, So that morning we made an early start
and set out for Hujhes Ridje, We bega. to enjoy the scenery as th: river ran
through better country. The sky wee overcast ond rain seemod very close, On
reaching the Cedar Road we stopped for lunch and were joined by a pariy of
Buch Walkers who had mad. & notor trip to the top of the old road, After
talking for =z while we declded to go on but the rain came to my assistance and
we pitched our tent along with the otk r party,
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Next moruning we bid our friends Adieu and set off (p stream for iughes
Ridge and Kanangra, 4t the bottom of the ridge we cooled off ia the srarkling

stream and had a good fead in preparation for the leng climb ahead, We then filled

our water boitles, collectad & rahhbit from the butcher!s and began the ascent,
Once we had reachad the Jingtry Ridzge we felt in good form so hurried along
past the numerous ant nills to the track junction below Scrubby Ton. We swung
to the risht pacsin, the cave on our ascent un to the plateau, Soon we were
lost in a forest of small eanlings, For many minutes we strug led to find a way
through the trecs and after much pushing and shoving burst out into the opern
heath country ~2d on to the track that tocrk us past Mt,Seymour and to the iron
laddéers that have since baen removed, It was dark by the time we took off our
packs on the dance floor ond scouted arcund for wood,

For “hz next thrze days we stayzd ot Karnangra and shivercd, /. fierce wind
was driving from the west nd clouds covered the sky all day. We wore all
available clothes using our towels as sc-.rves. C(ur gardening gloves seldom
left our hazds and we w re continually on the move in order to keep warm, Our
trigger fingers were itthing but the clouds prevented us from shooting any
of the interesting country, We inv:stigated all the vantage points from where
good shots could he ob'alned so that when at last the sun peeped out we would
be able to d-sh off to the spot marked X, Our intentiofs were to vieit Big
Misty and then strell o e Doyd Renge hed conditions been favourable, Instead
we Just hauvnted Kanangra, DBy the third day we were practically blowm out of the
cave and had te tie our fir. down in order to save ourselves from too nuch
physical exertion, It wao ~ bit tough havinz to chase the fire around the
cave wheon trying to boil the billy, Sventually we gave the landlord éne hours
notice and tock the cave acroac the street which had been empty for a week or
so, This dwellin; proved much better and we w:ire able to snjoy our last night
in confort, Late in the afternron the clouds rtart:d to break up and that
night we saw the moon suyly peeping at us through the treecs,

Full of eagerness we awoke ncxt morning to watch the golden corb appear
over th: distant mountains, Ve were soon dashing around with our cameras and
after seratcaing our itchy fingere set off for Gangerang at 11 a,m, After suc
cessfully nerotiating Smiti's Pars we lingered awhile on the clififs to admire
the Konangra Gorge from a different cnsle, Walking was easy until we reached
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Crzfi'r Wnlls, Skirting these massive roclis we excountered serious opnosition
in wue form of small sanlings ond vines and we soon feoll the pangs of hunger,
After ghnavw ed lunch we journeved on Lo arrive at Gabes Gﬂp, the oasis in the
wilo\r“?“:, Thir is a delishtful soot in that rugged meuntain range and pro-

. -

[
viaes & weleouws resting place,beior the long task ahead, Our rest was rather
briel ond ot 3 v.m, we commenced %l

he arduous clump up Gangereng, The sun was
gtsll heabine vo 2trongly az we clipped and s1id over 4he brolken basalt that
fornad the | : nzrrow ridge leading up to Rip Roar and Rumble. Iobunails
Le erran dongerous. Liountain holly slashed knees and arnes while small
in scanc eotangled with less and bouleC. Tow we hated tuat journey as
.

braaches Soshed ouw Toses and caused us to flounder on the jugzed rocks, We
had endapying nases for @1l those holly bushes and all those roclis as we
secrambaet o, Uswaede Sloudmaker, We wondered where was the enchantuent of the

distant pedZu e onds we wsre on them,

Laesn v eoached the bend whare we turned risht to climb over Rin Roat
and P1nq7ﬁ, Wi irilped, tore and tumbled over these three "fascina. "ing'
pealio o wvooeully arvoive at Cloudmaler. The station master was away when
3 .
A

we reachod the foelp station s we hurried away in order to reach Dex's Creek
beiove dori, &t Tlrst we went too for to the right and finished upn on the
edge of a gouge, From here we edged our wey around to the left and back on to
the main ridge which took us down to the creek, Darkness had fallen by this
and we felt anxious as we searched for a camp svot, After much searching we
discovared a clearad gyot beside a pool ard in a short time had our tea on
cooking. : -

The night was very cold as the éaun snot was rather damp and misty, We
were pleased to sse the sun on the next morming and Tenjoyed" an early morning
dip much %o the disgust of the frog that inhabitated the ponl, After more
holly and saplings we saw the Cox's river slimmering far down below, Like
thirst-crazed animals we ran down the mountain side and threw ourselves into
the refweshi:g stream., We luozed for many minutes in the cool embrace of the
water before attendinzg to the needs of the inner man, John had injured an ankle
and knec while coming dow: the mountain so we just crawled along trying to reach
Breoakfast Creek before darl, While still a few miles from our goal we stonped
for camp and enjoyed a delicilous meal of poultry, Our supplies were runn ning
low and we were forced to live on what we could shoot, We had bzcome rather
tired of rabbits and welcomed the change in our menu,

Next morning we pulled down the tent for “he last time and began the
long journey to Blackheath., W2 passed Breekfast and Galong creeks enjoying the
scenery all the way, After Galong we were disappointed in the way the river
broke up and ran over miles of pink granite. he last few miles of Gibraltar
found us tired and cranky as we had to force ‘hc pace in order to complete the
long journey before nightfall, At Gibraltar Creek we had a late lunch and ate
our last food before the mouotonous walk wu» the bridal track into Megalong.
And so, our walking ended, we s.0k into the comfortable seat of a car that
conveyed us to Blacliweath,

It was with a pang of rejret that I gazed at our last camp on that trin,
‘Towerins casuarinas, rocky cliffs and gently murmuring stream crested an im—
pression that made me linger in withdrawing the vegzs that transformed our tent
into a crumpled mases of canvas, Perhaps comething warnsd me of things to come,
That was my last walk with Johu, He 1s now a vrisoner of war in Germany,
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A LITTLE  GOSSI. .

W, feel we must congratulate the Social Committee on the dances they are
wowicue om lately, Everyone enjoys them, Besides the sausage rolls and coffee
oAt slous .,

“wo items of news which yvou have probably heard about by now, Joan & Harry
Savogee have a daughter, the image of Harry, we hear but we will wailt and see
=Lout vhat, and Mary Stoddart has announced her engagamont .

Tve Melbourne Walking Club are printing their Walks Programmes these days.
Similar to ours in set-up but much more encouraging than our formal affairs,
For instance who could resist this, "4 nlecsant, easy walk for tho mors sedatel
which you must zdmit does call one; more so than ours which bluntly state more
often thaon not "Rough' and is usually a gross understatemcnt, Anotler one
brightly insists tha® ‘'we hope to see lots of Wattle". Well we ack you !

We fecl a definite call to Molbourne,

Speaking of Melbourne,>there is a rumour that Ira and Dot are returning
to Sydney. Fur coat znd all, We don't really believe that Dot has bouzht a
hat though, Do you?

The life of an OLD IiZMBiR is not a happy one, It is these poor unfor-
tunates who must alwoye be a beautiful example and practically regulate their
lives with an eye to the effect of such lives on the innocent Prospective,
You can tell an OLD IIZi34R, at once, (not everything, of course, some of them
are on the committce) by their apathcetic look, and their tendency to Jie down
under vile accusations, The CLD ilTiBER is accused of plenty, such as holding
opnosition meetings on the land.ng outside when the rest of the members (the
really serious ones) are locking after the welfare of the c¢club inside,
speculeting in land and spending our savings, at the general meeting, They
also say an OLD LEMBER is very rarely, if c¢ver, seen on official walks and
altogether it secms that to be an nld member is a term of reproach, Which
all leads up to the incscapable fuoct that a recent official walk was LED,
ATTENDED, SU:'ORIFED and FOLLOWED purely (?) by CLD MEMBERS, Thirteen of
them, Of course they mar have wanted to talk about someone, but still,
they were th:.re,

Tim Coffey is fit to be "tied", He unfortunately brought a girl along
to 014 tails retold", thu first time he has brought one along he s-ys and
thev put photos on of him surround:d by girls and looking thoroughly at home
with them, too. In f.ct he was so anxnoyed that he came in next Friday night
without his TIE,

An attempt to rob o member of his carefully hurtured upner 1in fungus, on
Friday night, was unfortunately a complete failure., He defended the growth
so valiantly, the mob were fright ned of cutting him, Better luck nex
time, we hope.
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A WAMAF  IOUES _ AT _WAGGA

By Francis Stoddart,

Geologically snealting, the Murrumbldgee at Wagga “agga is a rejuvenated
river; that is, it flows swiftly but along the winding bed of an old river., It is
cutting down its banks along thé dutside of the wide bends and lovely old trees
are folling to a watery death, At one time (they say locally) it was navigoble
from Wagsa down and paddle boats used to thrash up and down to and from Mildura.
Nowadays there are too many obstructions, logs and sandbanks and small islands,
and of course the riv:ir flow is regulated at Burranjuck Dam,

Near Wagga the Murrumbidged takes a turn westward, Having circled the moun-
tains round Canberra and deserted the foothills of Gundagal,y it comumences its
devious course over the gently duscending tableland toward the centre-line of
Australis, changing its dircction where th ILachlan joins it, and turning towards
the great Murray. It would be one of the most wonderful rivers imaginable to canoe
along. Its quiet recches arc alive with nature fauna, Running through paddocks
where mild-eyed catftle or contented sheep have their residunce, and where guns
are scldom heard, sncres su:ldom set, it pursues its untroubked way past lovely
river gums, green wheatficlds, lush meazdows and thicketed islunds,

Walking along its banks one may stortle into flight a flock of sulphur
crested cockatoos, Lgainst ths sun they wheel and turn again, fl¥ing round and
round with raucous crics, thiir yellow underwing foathers glowing in the light
and their 11d frecdom = thing of halcyon beauty,

Once we came upon a lamb new Born, Wet all over and sweotly weak it lay on
the dew-heavy grass with its anxious mother beside, It was a silky gleaming white,
with the most adorable nurs:ry-book tail, liquid eyes and tiny sooty - nose,

Often on these walks one may stortle a hare from the high grass, Like a
brown bolt he will scoot off n~crosc the flates and if one waits quietly and
paticntly he will eventually come bocl again to the same spot, The blick swans
are the greotest beoauty of all, With duslty symmetry of action in renose, or
repose in motion, tlhey drift silently along the gleaming surface of th: water,
aimlcss, untroubled and remote, thi:ir rwd bills pointing forward and down and
the lovely curve of their sl.uader necks grecian in perfuiction of balance. Yhen
they fly they are magnificaunt, Their wings are tremendous, heavy and powerful
and tiosped with snowy feathers which cre invisible when they are on the water,
Usually, on a quiet bend, on: finds seven or eight of them, They will fily off
if disturbed and gall by with a wary eye even when one is sitting quite still
on the bvank,

In spite of th>» beauty and attraction of the river -~ strange how water calls
to something deep in one -, lovely d.ys ccn be spent away from its magic in the
outlying country, Dxys on horseback, with the wind beisterous in the ears,
the sun burning the face, «ul every muccle elastic in resnonse to the vigorous
movement,

Thore is an experimeantcl form about five milss oot of the town -~ a goverament
affailr - cad at prisent skeletonwstaffed, They howe been pleascd to welcome
excrcise~scckers and to encoursge thewm te muster sheep or horses and ride all
over theilr lovely wide dom:iin,

On¢ such day w-e saent bringing in foals and separating thm from their
mothers, A Ticklish Jjob this with only three riders and some fifty or so pow:r-
ful horses, all just os wild or wild s can be, The horse-man at the farm is



amazing. He sits his great bleck horse as though both were one, Vihea the mob is
corralled he 3oes quietly in amon; the great nervous animals and gently puts the
rope halter over their neclis, then over their heads. It looks easy., He leads the
mother out and the gate must be shut quickly en the baby who, when he is ob-
stroperous, receives a smart slap on his snowy, chestnut, or sable nose,

Finally all are separcted. and we round up the mothers and tcoke them down
to #heir paddocks about two miles away., Poor dears, Illonically they th uk “hey
will find the foals thcre, and they race about the wide knolls and pine groves
crying to them in extreme agitation, If.is saddening but anyway they will soon
forget., Meanwhile we ride back to deal with the fo:ls,

The gorgeous arab stallion is shut away from all this excitement, but on
almost any day one may ston to gaze at him as he races round his high feuced
strongly-made corral, He iz dennled grey -nd fine and slender, His whole body
is a-quiver with fire -nd s»irit, anud he races fleetly round, wheeling cnd
turning with glorious ogility, oetry of freedom in motion,

On another day mustering she o was in progress, We cant:red down the long
slop:s from the hill and fetched the sheep from their paddock, bringing them
through a gate .nd counting them, This part was difficult to do nnd quite enter-
taining, The lambs had to be ignored and some of the lambs were large. I was
about ten over the mark in my count, The idea was to pick up four stones - there
were about four hundrod of the ewes = and drop onc every time one reached a
hundred, at the some time shouting. "hundred® in a loud voice. ! it was fun,

Next they were-driven along lanes and other paddecks to a small yard where
they were crammed in tizhtly 2nd shooed in batches through a small race, Here
they were scparated into three,llother-ewes, small ewes and ramkins, I was in pos-
ition on the race ~nd now cnd then held us procecdings by seizing some hesitant
small woolly fat thing and lifting it up bodily to hug it., The yard was a lovely
sight, Great shady pePpercoras grew th re making a pgresn roof almost entirely
covering the whole yard, In a sreen twilisht the pale creamy fle.ces heaved and
circled castineg a reflected glow upward, .

We ware tired out when, the sun twned fiery red-gold abov: the w:stern
hills bounding the wide valley. Turaing h-neward we rode slowly up toward the
little sharp »ointed green hill with its -live green »nincs, and roundsd granite
boulders, bencath which the farm buildings are grouped among giant gums .nd hoary
peppercorns. The darkening fields were quiét in the clear cold air and the only
sound in the stillness ccme from our horses hooves on an occasional cobble,

In = few monthe now, I shall see agnin the glorious line of ~lmonds in
bloom, They circle the eactern side of th: hill and dive down pret the orchard
into another wide volley, Ther are old und symmetrical and very becautiful,with
palest pure pink chalices centered with durk red, crowded on long stems in
heavenly proiusion,. ‘

In the huge co~l orch~rd shzd last s ring we sank our teeth into icy soft
pears, brown-flecked suany old, and fountaiuns of extasy. There are tables laden
with boxes of almonds all shades and sizes and conditicns, Hard sghells, soft
shells, ones with the sking on aund gquantitics without. As we munched our f£ill
that day we were shown tha gpecimen room where bottled fruits, olives, pecrs,
peaches etc, =tard in tempting array, There is a great copper where the fruit
. is preservzd,and an intricate and intcresting grader, '

The olives, clothed with pointed glossy green leaves and loaded with



purnling fruit, are contoue »lanted, lines run-ing round th: curve of the
hillside following the s:me level, The new orchard is being planted in this
way and will look so much more chorming than the old, with its straight rows
206 uvnimaginative squareness,

My year in Wagga has been so crammed with new and educoting oxiuruetiels
that I ~onle run on in the foregoing vein for an. ind:finite wordy so»ace. Ifv

doub® ~tter this war long yarns will be spun around the campfires, lerhans
amony the inles of derring-~do and of overscas marvels there will come o moment
when I will be able to communicote the quiet peace of the Murrumbidgee 2nd the

To mcothe +tired walkers to a welle-earned sleen,

e e em e s e e e

beauty of this wide and suan nlateau, in the form of a murmurous lullaby

Lotterz were received during August fromee

Jean Ray - C.l.T, lorm Scott - S.B.,
Peter Allen - S.3.V . Bob Savage - S.B.V,
Jack Adams ~ R.R.C. Betty Isaacs -~ S.B.W,
Ruth McLoren - S.B.V,
Brizn Harvey - S.B.W,

Jack Qgggg_:Pgiggxgpp_;Qjﬁgg;ﬁ;p@g;pgﬁpp,_}Q?_J&éi A copy of Bushwalker Songs
and Foems came to its final destination today (Posted to Evans Hewd - last

known address) Believe it was posted in January., Old favourites like''Kanangral,
014 Father Cox", "Come to th: Bush™, etcs bring back memories of great and
cheerful times at walks, fri:ndly campfires and gorging barbecues, You and I
can look forward to the futurc when we can lay aside the uniform of war and
again don rucksack and old digs for many more "Down in the Bluve Gun',

You no doubt wonder how I'm progressing in this great country. Final
training almost comnlet:d nrior to convertion to heavy bombers, With an Inglish
crew as rear gunner, our mid upper is o French Comadiayw Quite regular fellows,
The people over here are kind and hospitaoble to us "ecolonials", many recall
with passing years, the pglorious Anzres of the last great blundcr, Many have
boys overscas, some prisoners of war at Singapore und by their fricndliness
to sons over from home they hone, to make up for their loss,

The food cquestion is not too bad, The whole country is under the hoc,
Vogetables or hay everywhere, In fact this harvest of fodder has boen an all ;
time rccord, Anyway thoauks for the booklet :nd “Till  we meet again™, Yours /
ever a Bushwalker, J.oclz Adans,

Bob Suvage - 20th JulyWhilst in Harold Ch .rdon's office about a week ago a
Package arrived bearing the familinr stamp of .the Scrvices Committee and 50,

of course, the conversction swung to the old hunting grounds - the Garrawarra
and the Central Blue llountains - then to the old doys of the Club when we were
both very junior officers in Signals =nd week-ends have to be asportioned
between militory requirements and th. walking game - having lived again a

while in the past which is the privilege of Colonels we settled down to
military requircments of today, On my return up country I found woiting for

me & similer package and once again thatks o the Services Committee, Recently
stationed near me was Sister Helen Moricrty - a sister of our Oliver — it was
not until she maw a covny of last years "Bushwalker" that she made her relation—
ship known and so the magazine has its usces in introcducing people,
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'T“vn L Ray - 3rd August, After trave ]llng down to Melbourne, and back to
Srdroy a lovely sna » of Splaendour Rock has just reached me from the
N )hOuogr@ hic cometition - and TOU, Many thanks to the uanknown
huu‘cmr’bnur and to all concerned, This is one of tne spots I hove not
reached under my own steam, and one I am hoping to vizil =soon, . The
a,ghruuh, now cdorning tho for from ornamental beams of cur buv, gives me
wne ddea of the "why" behind the name, - It must be a gl-ricc. .rob.

qut recently we received baclk frowm Ingland Arnold's Hpropnoonda’ book -~
ch we hnd a number of photos received from the Servicco Cummitthee
nnﬁ other tushwalkers in addition te his own, From oll nCv’U‘T”: good
& ¢f Australian snow country mre a constant source of wumazement to.
r=ople at home who t“lnk that uustrulla is either a flat desert or an
eurthly poaradise, So keep up the good ‘work of photos to the-lads away.

Laother point.whic: the Committeé¢ iy be. able' to help through its respec—
tive clubs, Dz, McLennan of the uotany School, Me 1bourne University,
Carlton N-3 is most anxious to get quantities of Australian fungi., She is
testing out all varietics for a drug, penieildin(?) which is supnosed to
be very beneficial in curing bomb happy! and, shell shock cases, ' We do mot.:

et the quantity o®, variety-of fungi that Vietoria does, .but may have some:
that would prove of value ond COﬂierﬁte to our qtorc of this drug.

Just a8 a matter of intcrest, she is worklng on the moment on o Iungus
which actually grows on the ontlcal Blﬁss ‘0f binoculars etc., in the New. .
Cutnhu area — nmot on the glue,- not on @lue, but actually on the glass,
nolving them unservicshble after a few months until they can be thoroughly
cizored. It scems 1n extr ordlnary thing,

f‘J

')

We have been. neur]v blown off the Bradfield Ridge this week .~nd the
Gorit iz alr 3~dy Crifting in onto this paper as I write, It is going to
hg «nothbr ”1ovelv day® ~ butJat least the-dun is shining, S
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FEDSRATION .. o .1\792 .S_ .
The Publication Committcs renports that 1t has Aot yét located a brinter ‘

with the nscessary sup:li:s of pﬁ:ur.:; \

the Coneti tvtlan huh»been carried so that the

The provosed lb@rutIOL of :
is B dele wtes:prov1ded thpy represent at leust

quorum for 2 Council Meatin
thr:e clubs, "y

The year's Annual Confefunce is ©o be neld on Septembbr 31st ot 8 pa.m,
at the Boy Scouts! Associ-tion roous, &4th floor Australia House, Carrington
Strest Cityse One of the main Subjectes of dl;CUSSlOﬁ will be tho Greater
biue Mountains National® F*TA.'i'r. noaﬁqon, Presiddnt of the Blue Mountains
Shire Couvncil hus sent 2 map of the areh proaosed ag a park and.the setting
agide of primitive arcas within thg crle will :gome before the Federation,
Members are urged to attend the Confcrunce and express their views, The
preposed rescerve is bounded by o line drawn from Hartley down the Cox's
E'ver to Kill's, thence direct to the Warragoaba Dam sitey then down the
Nepean and up the Grose to Tomah Creck, then North to beFond Mount Irvine
and back to Hartley,

UqHa




L reply wos received from the National Park Trust to the Federation's
request that the road to Little Marley Ilostel be closed by a gate where it
leaves the Bundeena Road. The Trust refused the request as it is against its
policy “v put a gate across any road and debar the public fron any part of the
park, I proposal that Arnold Roe's legacy be devoted to the purchase of lot 7
at kra wao turned down, The C.M,', pointed out that Arnold Rae did not c-re
for wb. place and the Blue Mountains was his favourite walking country. It was
suggested that Long Lngle Gully and Fitsgerald Creek might be suitable.

(AT _OUR _OWN MESTING

[t e

Three vew members were welcomed by the president - Christa Calnan(who was ~
admitted last month),Mrs, Sheila Montgomery, and Mrs.Betty Dickensen, It was
announced that Freda Newman, Bob Banks and Dieck Howard had also been admitted,
but were unable to be prescnt,

The Federation decided against the purchase of lot 7 at Era, It was proposed
by Alex Colley that a motion be discussed at the half-yearly meeting next month,
for the purchase of Block 7 by the club, £100 of the purchase price to come fronm
accumulated Club funds and the balance to be raised by loans and/or gifts from
members., A number of members expresced opinions,most of which struck a cautious
note, lzrie Byles said that a client of hers, who was favourably disposed to the
walking movement was willing tc buy the land if the Federation or the Club did
not do so., The vendor wanted yrazing rights for 10 years with an option for a
further period. Ray Kirkby poiited out that it was unlikely that the land would
become ours for all time, It misht be resumed or the surrounding lands might be
sold to other people and developed, in which case our block would be of little
use for camping, Wal Roots pointed out that a large sunm was involved and we might
Jjeopardise our financial position. On the other hand it might be impossible
to develop the surrounding lands without the possession of block 7, Jean Moppett -
drew attention to the difficulty of policing the area, Irving Calnan said that
there was a general encroachment on lands near to Sydney and that Era would be
affected in time, He thought that the s me amount of money applied to publicity
might cchieve something more worth while - e,g. the Greater Blue Mountains
National Park, Ron Edcles guestioned whether many Club members went to Era, On
the suggestion of Alex Colley it was decided that anybody willing to help by
m-ans of loan or gift should give their name 2nd the amount they were willing
to put up to the assir~tant Trecsurcr, Jean lloppett, so that the half-yearly o
meetiny would have some idea of whether members were willing to supvort the pro-~
posal, It was decided to pu® the pronosal before the half yearly meeting,

It was announced that, owing to the difficulty of obtaining leaders for
walks, the Walks Secretary ic tryint out o new scheme for the next walks
programme. Portion of the tentative programme is to be made out showing suit-
able routes, so that members moy place their names against any they wish to
lead. It is hoped that this would overcome +he difficulty of many who would
lead walks if they knew just where to g0, though of course the choice of route
and date can still be decided by the leader, The Walks Secretnry (Allan Wyborn)
requests that members do not walt to be asked to lead walks, but see him if they
can lead a walk, and so keen the Club's nctivities going during these troublesoue
times, '
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YCUR SC CIAT, CLLENDAR
EOR . SBETEMBER AND OCTOBER

17th Sept. In all probobility Dr, Ian Hoghin will not
be in Sydney on this date, in which cage liiss
Dorothy Taylor will lecture us on Wendell
Wilkie's popular book "One Thorldi,

2hkth Sept, Services Comuittee Nl?ht in the Club roous.
6th October Joiln with ue in matching the jits jittering

at tqo Trocadero,

8t October Fifth Yiatercolour Exhibition of Lustralian
' Wil flowers.

22nd October Ploy Wight (would any aspirinsg producer or
actor see Mr, Kirkby).
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Last month we discussed the different meanings of the word., Let us now
turn from etymology to clothology.

with cloth as with so many other things in life, we must coanctantly accept ¢
compromises, As & rule; an advantese has o corresponding disadvantage, For ,
instance, a giraffe finds his long neclk handy for getting at trectons but ot
so good for gettins through doorways., Simil-rly a cloth which is completcly
and obsclutely waterproof hos one or wll of the following disadvantages,

1, It is heavy’

2. It is cirtisht _

3, It is cold to the truch and therefore causes dew to
form on it,

l, When treated with oil or paint it loses tensile streagth,

5. It -attrocts the suns heat and gets unbearchly hot when
exposed to sumnmer sun,

Such o cloth is obviously unsuitable for tents but is good for ground-
sheets ond loose capes which allow good ventilation. Loose fitting jackets
and cocts are not too bod but tend to !sweat?!, That is why it is imnossible
to get a sxtisfactory lightweight tent which is "absolutely waterprocf',

Por tents whether "proofed" or not we must devend on a good run off,
A camper must therefore see that his tent is so designed that all watexr
runs freely and easily off the roof, Of course water will run off any
sloping surface but we must bear in wmind that e¢loth is a flexible and elastic
substance which therefore has a natural sag’, no matter how well the tent
is pitched., This sag is very much increased when a strong wind hits the
tent. & good rule is that the roof of a_lightweight tent should have a
minimum angle with the ground of 45 ' 500 or 60° is better, Even a well
designed tent will leak if by bad pitching there are puckers in the roof.

Given a good "'run off! any smooth tightly woven eloth will keep water
out without having been treated in any way. dJaparas being specially woven
for such purposes cre of course the bushwalkers choice, An untreated cloth
however, while ruming off the water, nevertheless gets wet and if the wet
underside of the cloth is touched, the 'skin! of the w:ter is broken and a
drip strxrts., Most campers know the trick of running the hand down from
the drip to the bottom of the roof which stops the drin.

4 tent made of water repellent cloth whils® it resists the water tor
some time, eventually get; wet but because of the resistance a drip is
not so readily startsd

If 3 tent is packed un in a wet state and pitched in that condition,
there will be wet patches inside the tent, If rain falls the tent will
leak, The moisture on the wet patch attracts more water through the cloth
which runs down the inside of the tent until it comes to the edge of the
wet patch, Here a holdup occurs and a drin starts, The wise camper wipes
down the insidec of a wet tent with a towel or a handkerchief not so much
to dry the tent as to spread the moisture evenly over the surface,

PADDY PALLIN,
'Phone, B3101, 327 George Street, SYDNEY,



