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TREE WISDOM.

Icsbia Ve Horford,.

0 you dcar trecs, you have learncd so nuch of beauty
You must hove studicd this the oges longl

Mcn have thought 2f God and laughtcr and duty,
And of lovce. and of songe.

But you, dcer-treccs, from your birth to your hour of dylng,
s Have carcd for this onc wey only of being wisc
Lovely, lovely lovely, the sapling sighinge.

Lsovely the dcad trcec lics,.
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MLY  DAYS.
by "ILi".

What thoughts of possible disastors run through your mind when you arc on
Strathficld Staticn waiting for the train to bear you away on a week!s c
walking and thet hraiv decs not arrivel The notice orvptacally says "South"
whlch,cyou think, mey moan aaycbing, SO you fidget nervoasly,bccomec slightly
torrificd cvery Hiuwe a tvain pualls in at another platform wondcr whether |
you shouldn't cnguzre of scueconc, yet hatc to show your‘aﬁxioty until
finally it doecs arxrive - just latc. For it would have becn an indescribable
catastrophc had a day of that precious weck becn wastcd - the first fox
cightcen months. IMorccver, the acgurices were not par icularly favourable
for, for thc firaot liiac, " nai bad to cnlist help ia order todgot awey and
“hilc Mother was packing foud Fathor was hommering into my boots {hosc
iqﬁg?rian nails which did aot f£iy off at & tangent into somc cornor of the

jitchen. ‘

Carc—-dispclling slceD fortunatcly covercd most of the interval until I
arrived in Canberra in the dark of the carly morning and sought out the
Post OFffice wherc I left my pack. Fven in the aim light I could scc that
the trecs werc all clothed in tho vivid rcds, yollows and orangc of Autumm
and I lost not a moment in walking through the torra~cobta avecnucs of
yariegatcd oaks, the darker groves of Pruaas Pissardi, thc poplars cqually
goldcn in formal rows or, in morc homcly fasion, following the meanderings
of thc river.

I was not lcss intorcsted in the journsy to the Mt. Franklin turn-off on |
account of having bccn there with the mailman on 4 previous occLsion.
Driving oncc through the sombre pincs on Stromlo, sccing the lofty, bluc
mountains in tho Brindabcllo Range, stending under the golden showers of )
the poplers and clms along the Cottor or cxpericnecing the thrill of lots 9
of rashing, crystal wator only whets thoe cppctite for a repebition of thesc
plcasurcs. But, having crosscd the roange I arraitcd morc cagerly my first
glimpsc of Brindabclla cbout which 011 visitors hove writien and spokcn SO
glowingly, not pausing to think how high cxpcetation calls forth an imag-
inative picturc against which rcality often bittorly'disappoints.

Aftoer dropping soveral thousand fcet and obtaining onc or twWo promising
glimpscs, We erosscd Brindabolla Creck and stoppcd ot the Post 0fficc whieh
Ts at tho foot of tho mountoin. «s I had only twonty four hours noticc of
my leceve I had not time in svdncy to snguire about roubes so I relicd upon
information from local poople and the vaguc Southorn Tourist map; con—
scquently my itincrary was the result of constant improvisation. Glconing
pow os mach as I could of the loeclity from onc of the inhobitonts, T sct
out for the .river hank for lunch ond tho actul boginning of my trip tO
Tumab e

It was o still, cloudlcss dar ond tho ficlds grocn aftor the rcecnt
pains though -the paddock bolow WS formy with ageing corn and the orohayds
hcre bare, hore priliftont with rod ond yollowe Tho willows alpng the river
were vouched with cniy o dosh of wcllow and PYCSLNTLY &-strctcn of graoss
1cd mc through brior pogcn covored ith ro&~onamv]l€d hips Y0 the river
here the wator donced in B sonlicoht - O porfaet 1urng;ogn&ﬂfor tEo

thickly wocded nills olong Sho velloy crowding spatrenm 1nvo }old gitor )
fold spn overy shodo of hluc. Juethor up the road pu;tafs,_ggldug o5 ; have
nover berorc scoid thom, ciasboret &rognd the farmmhousqs§ vicwed Ir%%lgpovo :
thov merged with tho form buildings into chcerful pompllno§s,from clov,
neninst the dark mountoin-side, they sonrod dotochod, sublimee.
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- I had boen adviscd to cnquirc further dircctions of Mr,Bluctt his being
the last @ouso.in the valleye. Jhen I arrived.at his home it was dcsertod
bgt I cspicd him rcturning on horsoback over a saddlc d4wn the river. With
him T staycd the night - his houpitality would nct be denicd -~ and w&s.
cnrichcd with & groat dcal of infermetion about tho lnoolity and-porusod
scvoral meps of the ncighbvourincd. Wo peolod our food rosnsurecs; MreBluctt
was plcascd to shore my chops und gacsages acd o he ru~imtrdduoid ta chakoc
vhile I was regolofd on homo-mado bunbter and on crooul, Bofore I Lot on San~h
day morning for Coolamon Creck my hnst showecd mc hie colinctincn.of ﬁborig;
inal woapons and - -imploments mostly turancd up by the plough on hig propertye

0y

] The track up Coolamon runs aleng this lovely crcek for sowe time boforo
it takes to a ridgo and steadily climbs upwards threogh timbor nntil it
suddenly dcbouchos onbo the plains noar Poppereor Hill. Dne ¢ a late
start it was alrcady four in the aficimoon boforc I crouscd thc maay heathy
s?roams to a dilapidatcd hut undcr the hill, I deceided to ge outn the eloa-
ring on the side of the hill for a view cf the surrounding Covatry but Was
beguiled furthcer and further until I was on Gop. You £o1t vou could reanch
out and toueh the Briwdabella Rango tho ouatblinc of which rose in cver shap-
per poaks from Brindabclla, The o 85+vn horizon wog icy blue but the clouds
overhead and the mcuntalin tops were bobth salmoa pink. Far tc the Norih
Coree, the jagged peak below Brindabslla, stcod out eamong tie many rolling
ranges but from the weslern slops no-one could have suppressed a quickening
of the pulse at sight of the rock masses crowning the Bogong Range.

Though I was camped &% about 5,000 feet the night was perfectly still,
brilliant with stars and almost warm. I was thrilled when a constellation
which had eluded me all the previous Summer just "came" to me, bearing a
much stronger resemblance £o its name than is usual.

,Walking over the upland plains around Coolamon and Currangorambla could
be most pleasant but a fairly strong and cold wind was blowing from which

fhere was no escape antil I was well down in the valley of the Murrumbidgee.
from the Fiery '

‘below Long Plain. 4 number of the streams running in here

~: Range have been harnessed and are being used fox gold-washing. 4long the
road from Rale's Point to Yarrangobilly which I traversed there is a splen-
wolddid viewrof the valley of the Tumut River and the mountains about it '

iﬁgﬁigihaily had no intention of goiag %o Yarrangobilly. and now began %o
regret

“that I had. net delayed the purchase of some of my food-stuffs. How-
. every some 16cal boys informed me that there was no shop in the town which
~wput guite s different complexion en the matter. These same boys accompaniet
me a.mile or -so out of the town to the place where I thought to camp for th
. .pnight and I -was soon disiliusioned of any idea I entertained that country
boys are naive, shy or uninformedl ' ' :
T wbuld never have believed, considering all the water through which I
s . had trudged ‘Quring the day, that I could be somewhatb desperately scarching
© T rpy water for tea. Yot =0 it wAse A small, shallow pool saved me but ,much
"V it my surprise, 1% nad dissppeared in the mornlnge apparently the water
" 5psked aviay during the early port of the night when the frecsing cf the
ground prevented further percolation until the following day’s sun had
- - warmed,the‘earth. ‘
There was & heavy fprost as I climbed the fir@-break beside the glne ]
‘ planﬁation over Yarrangobilly. T forﬁ?be?.haa Hold we of a trac%_leadlng
directly to Mr.Jounama but, failing to flnq 1%, I decided to make. for the
summit of Michelego vihieh towers over and ‘is visible from the towne. -



I passed through many strctches of gums only a littlc less becautiful than
our blue gums and followed a ridge right to the top which is itsclf a long -
rld%e covercd with huge rocks. The head vaters of the Goobarragundre risi%m
_up o_Ehe Flcry_Rango.were sprecad bencath. Over Koscilusk way the rango °
gas ?lfsterod with thick snow but the valley of the Tumut was full of com- =
ﬁo?tlng Eluos. The goring along the top was roagh cnsugh but the snathorn )
slopes of Jounama, the ncxt mountain in the range,so vcﬁy roucn  ond the
undergrowth so thick that the top of the ridge was & wolGome relicf. o
. Further rock scrambling briught me to the stmmit (56281) on-which a trig
station has rccecntly boon crcceted. | s ) =

. - o) gl thoe i .o vl oo
havﬁ gééz fivﬁ io%nw?a 15‘:h: B;g P}§1§ P09§,chc most spgctacalar poak I

Q1 ele'Va about o hundred foct bf vegetotion-froo, granitc
blocks rising almost shce , i d e e Epa S B colasiun i

) & ost shocvr from the ridgee Betweon this mountain and the

goxt lics o na?ural moadov—-like flat ints which I droppced and wherc thore
was no Lot:s wifc's ponaliy for losking back for snc was rewdrdcd by
glimpscs of the rocky massif framed in trocs. I discovorcd that I hod
crrcd in dgsconding so duceply so I decided to elimb ovor the next peak
before meking towards the Gooborragundra Lor the night. By this time I
was tircd and the last asceont wos an warcmitting stragllce.

"Dovm,down,dowm™ - thesc words of Matthow arnold applicd to the depths
of the sca eruld cquelly well bo uscd o dusorivo the interminable climb
dovn’to the banks of o lorgu stroom. Gould this bc the Goobarragondra?.
It was sgeh open counbtry with o well dcfincd, widc track running pust my
pitehcd fent thot I was £orecd §5 bolicve that it mast be. |

I soon suspceted my mistoko when the next moraning with day pack only I .-
stortcd 4dwm the river. after o craple of milcs of opor vallcy thoe river
plungcd into a wild gorge in vhich wolking bceame cxeccdingly rough. It
did not improve so I turncd back, lunchcd ot my comp spot cnd thon sct sub
ogain, with 2ll gear and. rith more humility, to find osub where T “IaSe From
an old hut shaded by scveral brilliently colourca trecs I fiund o trodk
which avoidcd somc of the worst couniry ond, bcing high above the rivedy |
afforded splendid vicws of tho forbidding mountoins flaanking thc sther ’
sidc. About threc in the aftcrnoodn I coaght o glimpsc of o littlc cleges
ing up o sidc ercck and as I approachcd it could scc o hut from.yhosc
chimncy smoke curlcd whilce £t horscs stood undour the ususl vivigly golden
troc. The tus young stockmen hed just arrived from wgoun™ and T shored in
the froshly Breowed tozc. They t-1d mo thet I was on the Pooke River only
o, forr miles from the Goobarragendra and I was grateful for €he gently
folling track which lcd me fysm the hut cnd broaght me suddonty oats- the
velley of the 1nttor river. It was nov lote afternoon and ar>und the grecon
besin of vallcy rosc doop bluc moantcins. In phu centre curlcd the
{ricndly, warm smokc of the cuecclyptus burncra! fircs and from thc sidcs
~¥ the hills resdundsd the strikes of their axde. Sweouplng GCTISS the
nictarc. ~ias tho Goobarrcgandra bardor.d by huge poplars in theixz heydoy
“F colour. Thnc controst uf gold ond wisleb-bluc was inercdiBlc e |
ne o Goobarragondra Stoation vhoro E-mok-the
Ov. the menu for dinner werc:
-hich I had gothcred

A fow miles welk brought
soper ond spent the night in his wool=-sghode
quinccs = OT pothor o quincc for thoy werd pagoﬁf _ )
clong the river where cort loads of thesc TiDo ;raltf_goro going tg woastce
snyonc watehing mo this night or any othor night on this trlp would hove
boon surpriscd to scu me washing ap with greot ordour,at thc‘logst prov=
seation cmploying cven SGD ond pqt—mit. I have @001dc§ that’,ln_fhls
prespeet, virtac 1is its owmn roword. I was now Wlﬁ@ln helf o dag f wu}k‘aﬁ
Tumut with only cboub helf my bimo oxpondcd 9 l}tth wonder that q:mJllgs
of Canbcrra apnd Brindabclla urgced mc £o rcturn via Tecmalee ond Argelongs

[ ¥4
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Trom Goobarrogondrs the road follows the river to Dacmeloc which is o

o fortile flat then a sheet of golde. Here & kindly lady offcrcd me & 1ift 1in
2 sulky cnd I glodly climbod in with the bog of chips, the kitten and the
baneh of flowers going to town, she providing o cosincidoncc in thrt I should
ot o 1ift over the only portion of %the welk over which I would hove h-d t2
retrace my steps. As we rounded the riscs clong thc racd wic 1o0ked ovor
the volloy in which lny Tumut surroundcd by light bluc hills. irary DO LC
heve boen fortunnte in scclng Tamut in the sutwan. I ewnnot ndd cryinian
pat thot I know of no pleec to eqndl it - cven Conberra, by comporiso . . in
ygt t$o conscisusly booutiful ond Fow Norfolk, Tesmenic, not such o rich

of colour. ey '

 Some pcople of whom I cnquirsd the woy vin argolong assurcd me thot
there wos o groded track to Brimdobollo shich I foand %o be corrcet.0thers,
however, verc just os possimistic in describing to mc tho type of moze
styled by country peoplo o trock so thet I hod visions of gotting holf wog
ond having to rceoil before the impr.ssiblc. 411 the cfterasun I welked the
road struggling up scveral thousond foct of barren hillsidc £, %the higher
country. T was rewordcd by scvercl cxecptionally lovely vicus. The first,
prosumcbly thoh: ealled "Loemeloce Lookout™ on the map, eyvercd the wholc of
the Tumat Vellgy with Teoemalace immcdiatcly bclow; from the sccond, upon

- which you tome guitc suddcnly, you look right into the Gooborragondre with
f170 of the most promincnt of the Bigong pecks inthe background. Thot
night I cempcd nedr Avzoldur: -nd boab tuenby five miles from Brindabclle
s5 I dotormined to be in Brindabella thcrfollowing night in order thot I
might spend the whole morning in thot idyllic district. The first ten

. miles from Argolong wore -through timbercd country peensionally clcorcd.

The fow hiyuscs werce dcscried and the mist,ring=borkecd trocs and c¢old,.
mershy strcems crcated on oppressive feceling of desslotion,though country
~nd timber improved as I ncarcd 2 timbcr mill. ILorries arc constantly
rcturning from Tumat to this mill and it is ostonishing thet one did not
- poss me on the whole of this rord. ILookins bnck I cm pleascd thot it
happencd thus for hed onc of the vehicles offcrcd mc & 1ift, which it scoms
is usuel, I would not have hed the will powcr o refusc ond would thus hove
misscd o portion of thc trip cdmittedly thc leost bcooutiful but just ad
cvocative of focling though of 2 diffcrent kinde. '

Aftor loaving the timber mill, wherc T lunchcd, the couniry wWaS WOrsSe
than dull until the first glimpse of Mt.Corce flushcd by the sun. Mt.Corce
in sight mcons thet Brindabelle is not frr awey ond, aftcr crossing the
river, I hastcncd in the gathcring dorkncss -to the samc dclightful lawn by
tho river on which I havce lunchcd & wecck beforc. Once again it was such o
perfect night that T sfondcred whethcr I hed not roccived 211 my shorc of -
blessing together ond, knowing that the physiecl cffort was now over, I
1o0ked forward to an cvoning of chorcs pcrisrmed cendontc followed by &
night of carcfrcc SlcCDe As T sat ot my firc I could scc the new Moon,
Jupitor and. Vonus together over the bleck sutline of the mounteins ond SO
bright, cvon ecmong tho bright stars, thot the tumbling wabor 1n the river
sparklcd with 2 gaiotj“?arc»in.thc-night~timo. The elcar night ushered in
a perfceet morning through thc growing warmth of which I wa ~blc to wondor
along the river and up thce valley where, though thc Autumn loaves had
fadod and fellcn, Wintcr was still floutcd by the glaeddening sanshinc.
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ROCK CLIMBERS. o

Scveral members of the Club have recontly cnjoycd reading Thomas
Firbenk's book "I Bought o Mountain'", cnd thorc are & fow chaptors

on wolking end climbing thot are of porticulor intecrost to Walkcrs.

Thce cuthor cxprosscs thce opinlon that roek climbers hovo mostored

the usc of undcrstatemcnt as o medlum for cxaggseroation, and the following
is his idca as to how the lcrdor of o porty would deserlibe o particulorly
“ hair-raising and dongcrous climbie

"On Scpt. 8 I 1lcd a porty up Holl's Punchbowl. Tumblcr climbed

sccond and Excclsior Joncs third., Owing to the length of the

pitches we uscd two ropes of o hundred cnd twenty foct in helf weight.

o wished to deceide whother a variont which lics to the cast of

the ordincry routc was practicoblcs Therc orc no holds on the first
piteh of a hundrcd foote 2Progress is made by jomming the fist in a

crack and procccding thus hond over honde. AF the cnd of this pitch

is oan amplc stanec the size of a sauvecres I beloyed Tumbler's rope

with a knob of rock, and sharcd mystoncce with him when he crrivede. I

then moved upward over o vertieal slab of sound rock, which was
distinguishcd by its poucity of holdse However, theroe cre scveral

large Tissurcs ot convonicnt intcrvals in which the climber moy place

the top joint of thc 1ittlc fingere I took out the rope o its full
length before finding o suitoble belay in two huge flokes of roek which
sprang from the slabe I was ablc to inscrt o bootnail between the lower
flake and the slab, while there was room to slip Tumbler's ropc bchind
the apper flokce . Tumbler brought Execlsior Joncs up the first pitch ond
lcft him comfortably ensconccd, whilc he himsclf come up to mce. >

This sort of thing gocs on for scveral hundred fceb, until:

The facc now took an angle away from mc like the eosrncr of o housce
‘There were no holdse Progress was continucd by cmbracing the angle
. vith erms ond lcgs. The mcmbers of the party lost sight of one
.- cnsther in mist, ond it began to drizzlce The pressarc of the woter
which was coursing down the rock face oceasionclly swept on orm or 2
. foot oub of its position. Thc pitch was someowhat cxposcd, and
..eaution was ncecssary. At this juncturc o pcbble looscncd by the
- rising brecezc struck Execlsior Jonces o slight blow on thc shoulder
breaking his collar bonce He had o little difficulty in completing
the climb, which we did in two hours and tcn minutcs. I undcrstand
thdt this iantcresting routce has not before becen attcmpted.
. : : Signcd Cholmondclcey Upjohn
Thomes Tuamblcr
Cholmondeley Upjohn p.De.
Execclsior Joncse U

WHY CULTIVATE FORBST LANDS?
By Arborcs Lustrolis.

Last month we saw that trecs should not be promiscuvusly cut Sepsel
becouse (among other things) their destruction leads to ssil crocion
and drought, the wotcr being no longer retoincd by.thc SPONgy MSs 9f
roots ond runndng off carrying thoe soil cwoy with it cnd clso romoving
the sourcc of permancnt moisturc from which the smoller strcoms orce
formcde.
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The same focts crc a reason why forcest londs shoold be cultivetod whon
they hove dcteriorated or been dostraved. Unfortunctely, too often
the demcge has been donc, ond govermments have t9 spend cnormous swns of
moncy to reelaim ond reploce under forest, lands which hove become
virtucl dcscrts.

This is thce first rcason for the cultivation of forcsts. Thoe oozond is
the nced for conscrvation of our timber supplics. Too oftun, the ropocity
of this cge of motoriclism causcs the timber-millcr t5 rush into o forcst
with his timbcr mills, to take ut the best trecs, ond then Loove it withe
out any thought of the fubturc gencrotion which will rcquive btimber. On
the west coast of New Zealond hundreds of miles of morveilous torcsts hove
in this woy been transformed into descris of gorsc and blachborry. Until

<

rceently our Forcstry Department had been largely cancornod with collceting

royeltics from timber millers rother then with (1) conscrving tho forests
until their moximum veluc is attained, and (2) replocing the timbor token

out by the scw-millors. Todoy it dscs its best 5 conscrve the forcsts and
re=plent or rcegencroate the timber. Bubt it is an uphill task, for under the

cry of "war work™ timbor millers often think thoy arc freo 49 destroy the
timber rescurccs of the Stoto. The conscicntisas forest »fficer hos 0 Dbe
on his guerd thce wholc time agoinst the saw miller who undcr the cover of
potriotism, (which clocks so meny sins) finds o goldcn opportunity to take

timber beforc it is fully growm. However, although the Forcstry Deoportment

may be succossful agoinst the potriots, it is unfortunately tos lotc to
rcstore the valucble ecdar and hoop pinc forcests which werc destroyed
long beforc the prescnt War. :

The difficulty abaut forest cultivetion from the voint of vicw of tho
ordinory individual, is that trocs take so long to moturc there is scldom
2 worthwhile roturn during the lifotime of sny onc perscn, and fow people
crce willing to outlay moncy in the hope that their children will rcop the
bencfit. Forcstry is obviously one of thosc public scrvices which only o
Statc or Local Council con usuclly undertake sacccssfully. We hove State
Forcstry Departmonts in Austrolic butbt the possibility of Loeal ond Comme
unity forcstry cntorpriscs hos not beeon cexploited, ond yot this is some-
thing thot the ordinary citizen likce oursclves cculd toke up succcessfullye.

Miss Jocclyn Henderson has drowm up o forestry scheme which she hopes
to pcrsuadce ccuntry local Ccouncils to.put into procticce for the purposc
of supplying timber for local building purposcs and fircwood, crcation of
cmployment, controlling crixsion and reguloting wober flow, ond providing
rcercati ~n2l ecatres, beoauty spots and bird scnctucrics. ©She hoas gathered
together mony facts as to the sucecss of such community forcsts in UdS.as
and Europc. For cxomplc, beforce the YWor in the Jura district community
forcests freed the loccl inhobitonts from payment of rotes ond provided

them with o yoorly dividend of 100 to 200 franese. In Lo Chouz des Crotenay

not only werce there no locecl taxces but the forcsts pcold cach individucl,
including infconts, o dividcnd of 150 fronces while coach family rccceived
frce fircwood on such & gencraus scole that wusuclly half of 1t was sold.

If cny individuwal wishcd to build a hsusc he rcecived Irce groand, cad
frce stonc ond sonde. And this was 2ll sut of the dividends from the comme
unity forcsts which have also provided rcercationcl foeilitics and bird
sanctuaricse. : ‘

The cultivation of forests on o smoll scolc mey scem to hove 1ittle to
ds with bushwelking, but cmong the objcets of bushwolking movement is the
conscrvation of the bushlends, ond when thesc have been destroycd, con-
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S-rvition must include restsrotion. anyhow, when we think of compins ncor
60 towns, as we often have to do, what ¢ world of differencc if there -
olways o loeal community forcst which offorcd comping foeilitics os well
&s other benefits, in roturn for o small foo.

D s s et St S o . e o G Bk D e T
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TALBINGO.
_ : by Stoddy Scniosr.

Bughwalkcrs who ore looking for o delightful ploec in which %o spcend
& holidey, connot do better thon to toke frnin $9 Tumit ond Meil Car o
Tolbingo, zonmllos out on the road to Yorrongobilly. There ore good
sitces for a fixced camp on tho grassy banks of crock ond river, or one
cm stey ot the Hotel and cnjoy perfect meals and unlimitod hidt baths.

Mery said "Come and moet mo womchwere on nmy next leove so that I
don?t have to make thet awful troin Journcy from Jogesn to Sydney'. So
we met ot Tumat on the first of Moy, and Lislc Motchett collcd for us
in Mis car ond drove us ar-uand the town to sco tho trc.s in the glory
of their autumn colouring. : | N

. The drive clong the Tumub river providced cvery ncew vistoas or delightful
sccncry wherce willow trocs ond gums fromed tho swiftly flowing strocias,

och bcend of the road roveols somcething diffcrent, and onc focols thot tho

ar trgvols much t00 quickly through thce bcautiful vellcy. On the rigat
hond sidc of the road the stecep wooded hills hid tho Booongs from sight,
and on the left the land sloped dswn 2 the river and beyond form hiuscs
cppcarcd tackced cway in the midst of orchords., Possing through Blowcring
e saw the men cmployed by the Irrigetion Commission drilling for rock
bottom. A dom mey be built here some time in tho futurc, and thc woters
of the Tumut will cover the vallcy os far os Talbingoe.

Round a bend in tho rocd we cam suddenly to the little hotel.e It sits
right on the rond ot the foob of the mountains, cnd in the bock gordcn
the Tumut river and the Jouncme Crock mecte. The hight r:cky banks arc
€204 placces to fish from, and below the ropids therc is o svinming pool.
A flying fox is the only wey of gotting acriss the river dryshod sincc
the footbridge wos swept away in the lost flood. o

e spend o happy time herc elimbing the hills crosund and fishing
unsucccssfully. The deys werc worm ond sunshing, but corly morning and
cvening were very cold. Every two or three days o flock of shecp come
from thcir summer pasturc up Rulce's Point woy, ging north b0 winter
quarturs. 5,000 sheep on o mountoin road cscorted by dogs cnd drover
and covercd waggon cgainst o sctbting of giont gums, scnt the 4ir Force
Photographer rushing for his comcro. -

T3 rcach the best vicwpoint onc should tcke o day and elimb Little
Talbingo Mountaine. It is rcachcd cither by going through the station
paddocks, kcoping onc cyc on the hercfnrd bulls, and the osthor on hrndy
trecs and fenecs, or by following the river up tiil wne ediwcs %o The spur
that runs t5 the top. There is a pool of watcr half wey 6o supply tho '
billy tcea. Aftor rcaching the top of Littlc Tulb;ngoé we ﬂof?@“d n 1Little
yey ond climb Big Talbingo wherc o glorious view 1 sacu of the scuthcern
ToNgCS.

Buddong Falls on the cercck of thet nome is o long days welk boigg about
14 milcs there and back with somec rought elimbing. Jouncma Crock 1s cosy
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E? welk alongLas fer as the Folls, then it is aos pough ond touch as con bo..
way up near 1ts beginning therc is a-big smooth rock mass knovm os Block

2orieve It can be scen. from the valley os well as from the Yarrongobilly é

roadl 2nd looks like an clophont's heod.

ATgvad two doy trip would be to go along the loft bank of
the Jounoma Oreck and ascend the mountoin by thc Bridlc Track. On the
t9§s the country is strangcly foseinating. Thore is open country and
113tlo.stroams and pools to fish., Therc cre Peoks 6o climb olso bofore
returaing by Black Porry and down Jounoma Crocks -

r {%utvip to Yarrangobilly Caves can be casily made whilc stoying ot
fauflngpo Opc con go by car and back in o daye. But it is boticr to g0
ur tn tuc Mail Cor which comcs out from Tumut on Tucsdays and Fridays,

aul returns on Mondey end Thursday cagh weck.

We were invited to5 o wedding ot the hotcl. Minc Host's chorming
doughtor was married $o the son of o Pionecr family in the district.
We decorated the little Dance Hall which is uscd as o church on Sundeys,
with chryscnthcmums cnd dohlias from the gordcn ond Autumn lcoves omd
Bcr?ics and great branches of Poplar. Aftcr the eercmony we were
invited to the wedding breokfast and the dance which cndod at midnight.
dc very much cnjoyed the turkcy and ham cnd chicken and fruit salad, ond
also the contonts of o large arrey of bottles which had been.saved for
the oceasion. ‘

Autumn is ecrtainly a lovcly time o go to thce Tumut Valley. Coald
therc be o morc beoutiful sight thon thesc huge poplars whosc lcaves have
turncd goldmn? Yes, they tcll me that the wildflowcrs in Spring beggor
deseriptions So I think X111 go. S ' C

LETTERS FROM THE LADS AND LASSES.

- Letters were roecived from the following during July:=

H.J. Thomas < Rucksack N. Melville = Coe Mo W
Alan Hardic . - SeBWa Bill Burke - SeBeWe
Geoff Higson « 8. B.W, ' B. Evans - Rucksack

Ron Bockes = Y M.C.Ae.

Harry Thomos - From Teonnant Crcocke Whilst herce in thc north I am not
ncglceting my walking. At lcoast once a weck I go for o walk in the
surrounding country with o cobber, onc "Angus"™ Cootce. Thorc is onc
torment to ideal walking at this time of year and that is o small sRrub
called Spinifexe. It is o small spring shrub that penetratcs the thickest
of sox, puttcc, goiters ond what have vow. The country itsclf is the
strongest that I have ever scen, quite unlike the Blue Mountains sandstone
country. Small hills, quitc disconnectecd with sne anothcr, the tallest
undcr o hundrcd fcct, risc up cbruptly from o pcerfcetly flat plain. There
crc unworked gold mincs cverywhere (this is o very rich gold bearing arca).
The weather is ideal for walking here at the prescnt time, mild deys with
cool to cold nights, quitec unlike wheat onc wiuld imagine for o tropical
centre, but wait until summer is with us againe Temperoturcs of well over
100° in the shadc with night temporaturcs not mueh better. Thon I am )
afraid my wolking dovs will be caneclled until I cither rcoch Sydncy agein
or thc winter is with us agnine. Would you mind scnding mc a few photos

of varisus pleccs that the Walkcrs frcquent, notebly, the Bluc Gum, North

lan

£

o ¢
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Era, Morloy Beach, Kanongre cte I will rceipracote with tgpl hs
. \ ok rie} rpleal photoo
of the country here of whieh I hévo token mnn§. =B P

Winion Mclville = Now Guinca. Lifc up here is very intorosting ond the
b?ongs Moke @ lifctime stadye I om lecoarning MDTUJ~ the officicl longuage
Purc. My *linc" of n tives consists of 40 of 2ll shapos ond sizcs. I hove
bwo por§3na1 socrvents who cls)y do odd jobs round the comp, miko oy bod, do
my woshing, preperc my both (in i o 44 gol, dram cut lenghbhwisc) polish

ry boaéts cte., this is the lifce. oOur Colo trip is in my opinion cqual ©0
the aveorage rough mountoin country up horc.

Alon Hordic = North Austrclis. The entertcinmonts and hospitality (whore
such oxisTs] arrongcd Ior us connot comparce with the humour, good choer
ond Epontanlty of our old bushwelker gothering. I wotch with intcrcst in
the Bushwalgcrs" you scnd mc coch month whet matiers crsp up ot the
monthly mcetings 2 occupy the minds of thosc glven %3 diclcctiscs and
argument . The Y:-uth Hostcls, I scc, awvc causing a fair amount of uncos—
incss ond disputation. When I uscd to be oble 60 particupnte in tho
dobatcs we werc chicfly conccrncd with the shocks 1o Noticnol Pork or
clsc, in trving to curb Wiff Knisht's cxpensiospist idcas of fanding
moloenudist eolonics. Your mogezinos and photographs proveke those
thoughts of old timos together, ond this is thc ehicf reooson why L on
thenkful for them. %Potor® Poge I sce fairly oftons He is still nmy
1ink with thc paste Sinec writing the lottoer which you partly publisicd
in thc Bushwolker, hc has changed the sitc of his locnticzn. iherces T
1nst dcscribed the wateresursc ncor which he wos cormped os very ruch like
the Cox, thc onc he and his mcn &Y. now comped clongside in ccreteain
rcspects rescmbles the Kowmunge. It hcos the grassy bonks {howbecit the
prickly grass irritatcs oncts berc fcet) parallcl banks and clear watcr
fast moving over the shallow cobblestincs, somewhot like the Kowvmung.
"Potor" has o tcom of sprightly, hoppy-go-lucky ysungstors under him;
they arc full of lifc, ond fo not quitc undcrstond Lis more naturc point
4T vicwe. Thoy spcok of him as "0id Potor” mnd "Mountaincer Poge™; ond I
think ot times they got somewhat obstrepersus for him. They arc camped
undor o gigantic fig trcc with clustcrs of figs honging down just outside
the tont. Here 2ll the birds of crcation congrogatc, and sunsct and
sunrisc orc accompanicd by all jhe chirping and chattoring imoginablce
“Thon I went therc, it was to deliver cmmunition, end I hod to bring
"petor” and cll his boys across the rivur 5 our btruck, nccessitating
thoir ro-orassing the river in rcal, porteragc foshion.

When . T hove o dey of rest, I walk round obout our camp. The long graosscs
now arc dry and dcod, and ncar tho rondside arc discolourcd with the red
dust stirrcd up by the Army trucks. You eon heor the dcod gross crackle
undcrfoot, os you welk through it. Thcre «rc SCHC good p;nora@as.@o he
goincd by climbing the neighbouring mountains which orc saadded with huge
monoliths and barce weatherworn rocks. hot I do not like cooab olizhing
thoso mounteins, however, &8 the long grass you hove 6o yade through,
although it is now deced or 4Qying. You arc fecarfnl absut_whﬂt you ..ro
trcoding on, imagining somec rock~pybtion OT tigecr-snoke vudcr y:yrwlftt.
Morcover, grass sceds with barbed points os shorp &= nppdlgs got into
spots clothes and socks, meking things very ancomfortoble Tor some TLMC
aftcr. I havc known the sccds still 190 bc in my socks afp%r olil my
washing and scrubbing, ond for wocks aftcrwards. L cnsniing fFQuqrg_
about wondcring thesc mountains is, howcvor, - that they Ibrm port Hf tine
samc Great Dividi Renge thet the Bluc Mountoins belong to. X fool that I
havo o connccting link with thc Gingro and Gongerong Ronges of happy mcrory
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i rcemorkable featurc cbout the bash up hcrc is the pececulicr spccics of
gur cucolypt thot prodominctose. It sccems t0 be altogether out of kceping
with the hot elimcte, beoring vividly groen lcaves, instcad of parched:
dry oncs, that onc would noturolly oxpocts Morcsver, the trunk and boughs
Ao not botray the sliehtost mork of any busgh firc, although growing in
rcgions wherce bush fircs sh-uld be roampant. Theoy arce silvety--white in
colour and remarkably clcan. The leaves are rounded ix shepc likc the
rie~loals Louves. blughs and bronk glisten in the san's woys; cnd to look
upon thom is to meke the chscrver fool fresh and 19 torget the cncrvation
thot comes of tropicol heot. The strongest porl about It 2ll is that thosc
guris scem b9 barive hest in the sandicst placcs. 1 wish I know the corroct
Pobanicnl name of those troes. Just now the niguts wrce miscrably esld, )
while the doys serc hot, We arc giled to scc the surp oone tp 3vor the hills,
ond o coid teoomor gecs down osur splnc 28 we woabteh iv wink hepcuth the "
westoera horizon. T irony of it 2ll is thot our greoteouts vere hoken
fvor ne bolfore we 16f4 Wellongong; thoy have ncver leoon vevlaced, cvid-
cently we wowe the vichims of some hasty goneralisation. s intcrostbing
footore of the cold.misty nights, however, is the foint redinbow clfoct
modc by cincentric cireles around the moons The rcasoin for this is, .I-
think, that the moon is much brightor thon down south, beecasc 1t rcflcets
morc of the sun's reys. As the morning sun ascends, shafts of light arc
socon protruding through the trecs ond permecting thc cold,mist¥ cir, end I
om rominded of the concluding sccnc of Walt Disncy’s "Fontosial',wherein:
Schubort 's "Ave Moria® supplants ot down the horrors of ‘tho previsus night,

Gooff Migson - Now Guinca. We arc oll hoping, praying to get out of hore-
But 30 Tor to no ovoil. On Monday we did o stunt with —-——--- - 1t wes’
guitc good in spots ecnd vory fost. By the time it was over we werce
fairly knscked up. 4 good nights slcep fixcd thot, we crc now as good-os
newe (Oh Yooh) Well enywey we arc good which is no foult of ourss -
T'11 look forward to thce photogroph you will be scnding, os for os I om
conccrncd they arc definitely & moralc bosster of the first ratce The wey
Goorge Archcor's lettor roods and the woy eonditi-ns arc horc ITd gladly
chenge him although I dekesay it would hove its disadventages also. The
Tcc skating oppecls to me. The only icec we get 1s in the glonces . of the
Officeors on occasions.. . o LT
Talking about going poo picking rcminds mo 5f "The Poa Pickcrs™ by Eve
Toenglcy which I cnjoycd so thoroughly not so long ogo. I hIDU it swells
the B.S.C. funds quitc considerably. As I om on duty in thc kitechen ¢
todey I must lecave you for a whilGe : ‘ , S
Horc I am back on the Jjob looking for inspiraticon. L

The nights up herc arc very cold and very cleor. The slceping bags orc
not cdcquete, not being a patch on the genuinc "Paddymodc! “but, cvon SO,
they erc better thon Plankcts. The days arc perfcet withorat o cloud in
the sky ond o niec €00l breczce T wish I had the gift of the gab to be
able to describe the chunbryside hcerce Tt i8 somcthing like the Blue
Labyrinth on a larger seolc only much grecncy ond not so scrubby. Its
rathcr pretty if onc c.uld only gct tho thought of the Army subt of onc's
mind for o whilc. The vast majority of trccs just here are-mostly gums,
Bluc Spottcd cte., but I haven't noticed any rcd. There arc Q;so.quite.a
four Acoceios but the Paoper Barks arc for morc numcrouse 7 v
Thonk 21l the BeS.C. £or the vorious books ctca, thot -thcy hove scnt nme:

e

in the paste.
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We hoven't scon Max Gontle for o long time, but you know
how hg chotters, oand we hear indircetly that he is still getting
soft in the Army. As this is not the first time we have heord this
ccm@lalnt, we orc wondering if Mex is trying to convey to ws that
he is gotting soft mentally and not physicnlly, &8 we 89O cheritably
ossuncde

S b St S e AP A b SR S S b

. Onc of the Bushwalker membors of the Silent Surviee ‘has
1@&00& becn working silently lately, we hadn't heord o thing. The
silecnec is now broken and he is cngogod to be morricd to Miss Recke.
Fortunotely the Wa™ i olew nilant. '

D O s Sl b W D b T b TS

More congroatulations. We roolly nced o special page for thesc
snnouncomonts with o eharge of 1/= per lince This tinc the congrot-

uletisns are for Pcrc. Harvey who has gono ovoer the brink and is now

o marriod man of some weeks' standing.

You moy have rcad this one in tho "Herald" then agoin you oy
be onc of thosc who profer to wait for the "Byshunlker™ for tholir
news. And rightly S0, Joycc -‘Trimblo and Arthur Brophy hove cansunccd
?hoir cngagenment. Tho Herald didn't offcr good wishcs. We do. That
is scrvicce. S

Vow arc therc cny more?  Weoll then.

Tt is tecrrible the way Flo 41llsworth loscs her viice cvery fow
wocks. We focl surc she was trying to toll ws something last weck
and it rust have been good, by the way she wos strugzling.

The Clubroom mey scer robher onpty for the noxt two wecks and
for why? Well, quifc & fow people have gone North of 53°. For
thosc who likc it cold, the weather ;s according to all weather
roports just what they wonte Mbte Fronklin hesntt had so rumech snow

for ycorse
inother party is lcaving in o fortnightt!s timec for the slpinc
Hut, but as thesc pcople arc wcell known argufiors;conditians Wi}l
be quite hot, inside the Hut at leooste Inangine being iscleated 1n
the spow with thosc rianiacse PR S ITEN
Morce next tinc. Porheps we'll have thdgiﬁéidé story of the’
snow trips for you. I FREIR
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OUR ON MEETIIIG, .
Bang! Bangl! went the President's bone at 8.15 p.m. precisely and the i
uninitiated rushed for the exits. Those who preflerred jossip and giggles ¢

acconpanied them, while twenty-six of the more dignified san¥ into the
cashioned seats and the meetiung began,

New members welcomed were Torma Bowéen, Christa Calnan, Doug. McGuire
and Ron Perrot, '

The Hon. Sec. had epparently had a busy time writing letters to various
pecple bubt it was not uvntil she mentioned cerresnondence with the Commiss-
lcner of Police that any startling eflect was nohicidie amony the listeneru.
Tre wsrd "Police" stopped the clicking neciles, the paffing nipes and
rousged the somnoleat frow their dreams. Jith befhcld breabh the twcubr-elohy
waited hopefully for news of a body found ia the lifb-well ov the discoveuwry
i a bilood-stained hread knife ---~ but slas: there was only a protest to
the Police Commissicner about the developing rowdiness roand She cAvirons,
on the stairs and in the 1lift on Friday nizhts.

& letter was recieved from the Zditor of "The Bashuallker appealing
for articles, poems, photo-raphs skeiches and advertisements.

The Federation Sec. told of a proposal bto bay for 2400, Lot 7 at
Era (Nth. Nth.Dra); The Fed. to sapply £200, the remaining half bo be
raised among the clubs. The pronoser argocw that 17 the lands were resumed
1.

the money could be refunded; if not resumzd, the place would always be =

valueble and a good retarn would be assarcd if it were sold.

Voting on a motion of Rdna Garrad¥s, the mecting showed that it viewed
favourably the purchase of this block. Miss Garrad also moved that if ncc-
cssary, privatc members should be approached for contributions., John
Johnston suggested that our littlc "nesi cos” which just escaped the last
ver-loan, should be uscd as part of the 3.B..0. 's coniribution buk ifalcolnm
MeGregor pointed out that our Fiscal Policy should not bec deeided by such
a small gathering of members, all that was neccecary at the moment was
that the Club's approval be scat to the Fedcration.

]

The Hon.Trease's report discloscd that our finanocs arc still satisfact
ory. Just £81 in the currcnt accoun: of which £30 gocs iato the Savings
Bank Account.

TFEDERATTION RIPORT,

It was deceided b0 ask the Youth Hositcls «ssoeictiqn 0 saggest that Ll
proposcd rostriction of camping ot Iittle farlov be &ltercd Toom ~Trithi-

80 vards of the hostcly to "within the immcdiaie vieinity of the hostol .,

o
-
-
.

Jord rcachcd the Federation, throush Paddy Pal in, thut Jr.Hedgson,
President of the Bluce llountains shire, was intcrested in about 500 squarc
niles of Crown Lands in the Blue lountains thet have beon cormarked Top o
reserves He is anxioas that it should be restoekod wiuh wild life end
native plants. Thoerc was a su-_csvion that thie arce vas between the Colo
diver and the Main Testern Hi hvey,bat it woe tlhought likely thet it mizht

1
8

€
actually be the two arcas askcd for by the Fodoration last yecar, namcly the J&

lit. Hay Highlands and thc Bluc Lebyrinth, which lic Dbctween the Grosc
Qiver and the ‘arragamba, and arc scparatbcd by the llain icstern Highway

-
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and settlement. alomg it. 'Tnquiries arc being madce and Mr. Hodgson will bo
written to for any maps ho can supply. -

[ e

Mr. Eric Easton, President of thc Rucksack Club, W@s clected Tecchnical
Adviscr to the Publication Committecc for 1943.

The National Fitness Council ig calling a confcrenge of all intercsted
bodics to consider the classificaiion of recscrves ani.%ho definitions rceeon=-
tly submittcd by the Conscrvation Burcau of the Federstion. Miss Byles and
Mr,.@haite were clected as Federation dclegates, with Mr.Blom as substitutc.

The National Fitncss Council.is planning to costablish a Fitncss Camp as
well as a Youth Hostcl at Kosciusko, whon conditions permit. Regarding the
suggestion for a Youth Hostel at the foot of Nioka Ridge, National Park, it
was dccided that that position would be unsuitablec. Instcad, Federation
rccommends cither Kingfisher Crecck or wherce the gatckccpor's cotbttage uscd
to be in National Park ncar Watcrfall, with precfcrcnce to Kingfisher Creck.

The actioh of the Hon.Sceretary in writing to the Lands Dcpartmont and
the Parks & Playgreounds Movoment proteeting against a suggestion from Woy
Woy Shirc Council to placc a sanitary dcpot in Jarrah Rescrvewwas hoartily

- cndorscd. )

f SOCIAL EVENTS FOR YOUR C~LENDLR.
g AUGUST 20ta . 8.15 p@ﬁ. - 1pld Tails"™ rctold agein by Rege aldor and
, Malcolm MeGregor. '
AUGUST - 27th. 8 D.m. Clubroom party. .Dancing ctC. = SupPoT.
SEPTEMBER: 17th 8.1l5 p.m. Lecturc by Dr, Ian Hogbin "The Devolopment
F “ o of Néw Guinca and the future of the native®.
SEPTEMBER 24th 8 p.m. Services Committce night.
@LEOBIG LB DI IIIIDSBIDH S HBD i UL A A oD oS BOBEE
o @
) YOUR OPTOMETRIST @
@ 4 o Q
@ F. GOODMAN, M.I.O. @
@ Optomctrist and Optician @
@ 20 Hunter Strcet, @
@ SYDNEY _
¢ 4 :
@ @
@ Modern methods of cyec cXamination and cye training ----==-= @
@ Carcful Spectacle fitting. @]
@ L e ———— ' @
e c R @
@ Fixing an appointment will facilitatc the reservation of time for giving@
(}@ you proper attcntion, but should you bec unable to ring us beforchand, @
@ your visit .will be welcomb at any timec you may choosc to call. @
;‘.?‘ ) . @
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THE OVERWORKED ENGLISH LiNGUAGE.

A fellow feeling makes us wondrous kind. Thosc of us
who arc suffcring from overwork coan maybe find it in our hcarts
to sympathisc with an overworked word whlch we 211 usc const”ntly
when thlnklng of comping goor -

The loss & person kmows of the art of llghtw01 ght cwmpinb

the more likely is he to overburden this poor word with o multitude

o Df meoningse. . The word is WATERPROOF. It is uscd by campcrs-to
deseribe

1. A cloth or an ortielc which is complctcly ond absolutely
rcsistant to pereoslation or penctration by wotcer.

2. A cloth or an article which is wator rypollunt (qftcn
callcd showcrproof).

3. A cloth or an article (such as 2 tent) whieh when
tightly strctchcd and pitchcd at cn anglc will suceessfully run
off watcr. ‘

4, All above.dcfinitions blendcd in varving proportions
according to the uscrs imaginotion.

When uscd as above it is of coursc cn cdjecetive but is
1t Just as frequently uscd as o nvan when it meons

5. A shecct or o garment with thce propertics dbscrlbud in
cny or all of Nos. 1,2,3 or 4.

And it eon also be uscd as’ o verb in which cose it
significs the proccss of so troutlng picecc of celoth or an
artielc s> that it ccquircs the proportlcs dcscrlbcd in 1, 2
3 or 4 or ony combinotion of thcme ,

- Next month- we- shall cxamine this subjcet further.

In thc mcantime Paddy still trics with some measurc of
sucecss to supply whlkurs with c;mplng geor to suit their nccds.

fPhonc B3101 PaDDY PALLIN,
327 George Strect
SYDNEY.

Cemp Gear for Walkcers.
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