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' DAY, OF THE KTNGFISHER
FPaul L, Grono,

Look! Look! See, the kingfisher comes——
There where the white log sw»lits the pool,
O the blue flash of him lile the thunder cloud!
See, there he goes - over “the rock-fall,
Now where the banksias on the creek's elbow

" Lean scorlet to scarlet-~ O how he flaches!
Look, leook < ah! he is gone,
Yet for his coming the laurel more vibrant,
Bolder the bronze of youns leaf on the flg,

£nd softer the gloom-thought greexn of carel «

How all things. now are lovellor since he came!

- W e e m. e
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KOSCIUSKO | --  AI'D TRAVELLER'S TATLLS,
By G.'Edgécdmbe;

At the end of our first week, Dorothy, Sheila and mycelf fe]t 'twas the
correct thing to pay a Sunday afternoon call at the Chalet - nesdlese to say,
driven also by such ultzrior motives ag a desire to lool at the inside thoreof,
We decided the building was slightly less offensive to the eyes at close
quarters than it hod been at o distance, This perhaps due to the lower
courses being built 1 arches of grey granite, into which were set blocks of
dazzlingly white crystalline quartsz,

We circumnavigoted the place trying all the doors, and causing terrific
hubbub amonz the dogs who were tied up (well.apart, to prevent fizhting) all
over the hillside, One shaggy white dar71ﬂg walned most patnetlcally the

moment we stopped petting him, so we concluded no one was homé, Seeing o shirt

lying on the ground, Dorothy the kind-hearted, having a mind to the ravages of
grasshoppers, was replacing it on a fence, when a deep, slow voice from above
us called, "If you'll come to the side door I'11l let you in,"

The owner of the volce +turned out to be Mr,Harnett, District Surveyor -
tall, rose-cheecked, grey-bearded, with lively blue eyes and that delicious
lllbln@ drawl tﬂ“t belongs to mountain people, We thought ‘for a moment that
he might accuse us of trying to make off with the aforemantioned calrts, but
no - he was very 1nterc?ted in our trip, (we ha'\rlnO~ just come back up Hannell's
Spur from the Geehlj, and invitad us in to afternoon tea, We: couldn“t_H901l

our reputetion for niver refusinz food; and wandered in to the huge kitchen,

where we imbibed tes (with real mllk) cnd completely demolished, crumbs and all,

lorgé portion of plumduff, much to the delight of Mr,Harnett, who was acting
ac cook for his narty, and whose efforts had bheen sne red at hlunerto. fhile
the keottle was boiling we monaged to.sneak off and hove a look at the glowing
colours and fine handiwork of the rugs and curtains, returning- full of admir-
ation for the,person resuonsible - our fricend, Hannah Lembersg, Them, as we
still dalliczd, Mr.Harnett expanded into story—telling mood, IHe told us how,
dotted over the high, cold 1"_Qnd between hers ond Canberra, he would, every
now and then, come upon thet remains of old, extensive, well-bullt homesj
that it wes his thdory that the very corliest settlers from the 614 country
liked the snow and blizzords ond such likes but that later generations,
espcclally with the coming of stage-couaches, had no liking for these rigours,
and abandoned them for the sunny vallﬁys.

Somzhow, the talk wendered to music in FNature; and of the tales we heard,
these remain most vivid to me, ac he told them -- ‘ -

“Once, when I wos & littls : feller, I was sent out in the early moraing
to round un the horses, It was.very cliar and still, and growing along the
hillside were hundreds of young gums, very tall and straight, and evenly
spacad, going ‘'way un be fore they br;nchcd out. .Well, as T came u» the rise in
the growing llght, a slight brecze 1ifted, thres times, and thres times I
heard a low, long-drawn note - the deep ﬂOtu of an organ - which could caly
have been causcd by the wind vlowing through the gums, as if on pipes,”

And asain - "Three of us were going te exnlore an underground river in the e
(&) . s
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Wombeyan Caves, It was too deep to wade, aud much too cold to swim; so we

made a raft fixed to oil drums., Thi- would hold no more than one of us; S0 we
tossed up, and I went, I had all my surveyor's gear, as well ag matches and
candlss in a waterproof bag. I paddled along and found thore was a stroag
current, Every now and then I cut a pisce of candle azd fixed it to a rock;

the lights flickered as I looked back into the ‘darkness; ati one place, the river
plunged into an abyss, I got so inturssted that T had not fixed a candle for a
long time, when I saw an enormous broken stalactite hangihg over the water and
disappearing overhead into the blacknese of the roof, As I went past, I-
thought it would be fun to take a grod swinging blow at it with my hammer,
Welll A terrific note rang out, went echoing through the caves, and I found
myself struggling in inky blackness de:p in icy waterj the raft gone, but my
bag still with me. I couldn't sec a sign of the big stalactite, but the

current washed me up to a whole forest of little raggedy fellers - I felt my

way round them ever so carcfully, ard ¢ me to the raft, That was all right, but
not such an easy job getting on to it; because as soon as I tried it, it
overturned, So I manoeuvred it along till et last I came %o tho big stalactite;
managed to grab hold of the end, testad it, and found it was firm, took a good
grip, and working round with my fe:t got the raft under me, then with freezing
fingers took candle and matchzs out - and the first one 1it! I fixed it on a
rock and drew a ‘decp breath, Got beck finally after being away for four hours,
But talk of music - when I heord that Sound of the hammer ring out, it cer-
tainly scemed to me the trummet of doom!™ y

Somehow, all our trip secmed to me to be linkcd with or translzted into
music, for the next day I went off on my own to explore ILoke Albina and Mount
Townsend ~ a clear, sparkling day, and I walked up the semi-circular valley of
the Snowy ..gainst a strong wind, The gem like clarity of tawny rocks, set in a
wosiac of silver, turqueise and greenish-gold, the dancing, icy little river
cdged with deep mintbush -~ were all part of a symphony of Sibelius, whose far-off
trumpets same in my cars with o wild and thrilling voice, As I went up’
tussocky, frosty hillsides straight into the wind-swept blue cky, the music
}3ifted until it became the hizh passionleces notes of a violin played ever more
softly, until at last it drifted into silence, mingled with the thyme-scented
alr, and odour, opalescent colour and dream-music were blanded into one,

A sudden drop, over the rim of the world, and I was in a most perfect
U-shaped valley - flanked with tumbled round sheep-like maszes of srey granite,
floored with the gently rip ling lake, and. ending quite. abruptly in blue space -
vell beyond veil of miety ridges falling towards the Gechi, Tucked in this
sheltered little valley of Loke Albina, I was at onde cut off from the wind, in
the absence of trees, I could not cven hear it, With no sound but the ruffl.d
lake splashing on the pebbles, As I lay at the cdge on springy, brownigh~grecn
moss, studded with scarlet berrice and set with tiny white flowers, two eagles
came swinging with long slow rhythm, down through the crags., Here at last, I
thought, I feel at home on this sad eorth, My mind drifted off lazily, and I
resolved to lo~k up something that had been nuzzling me, surcly somcone had
described these lovely mosses better than I ever could, Sure enough, it was
Ruskin - cond though he swoke of the Alps; every word of it avplics heres-

They will not concual the form of thé”rock, but will gather over it in
little brown bosses, like small cushions of velvet made of mixed threads of
dark ruby silk and gold, round:d over more subdued films of white and grey,
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1+h llqhuly crlcweé AQd curlod edg = llke'ﬂOzr-frost on Iallen leaves, and ©
minute clusters of h’rwv,l-or@nge Stalks with pointed caps, and fibres of dc;p
green, and gold, ond foiht Purnle pa€c»nf into black, all woven togethcr and .
following with unimaginable fincnesc of gentle growth the undulntion of “the stone
thev cherish, untal it is ch.rged Wluh colour so that it can receive no morejand
instcad of looking rugged, or cold, or stern, as anything that a rock is held to
be ot heart, it secm d fo be clothed with o soft,dark lceopard uklu,embroideréd

with arabesque of purple and silver®,. .

It tokeg little effort of 1mawlnbtﬂon to visualise the gla 01er, 600 fe
thick,which carvsd out this U-shaped troumh 1:ft its moraine at the ond to dum
un and form the lake and cut deep gronves in the granite cliffes and platforms at
the ‘sidss. Now the lake is cutting through the tumbled mass of rock at the
g oa vigorous stream,which then f£alle suddenly ond dizzyingly down a long, &
viilley far below, mho glacier which formed it was only part of an lce-cup which.
once cuncascd the Kogciusko plateau, Thl; C e down from the 7000% louvel to
about 5000' above the ceo, Loter it broke up into o number of umall Alpine -
gloc.crs which 1.ft behind thenm Lakes CootaDhtamba and Albina, the Club the,
Bluc L-oke ~nd Hedloy's Tarn, The lost of these glaclsrs probably disadpear od
only ahout 10,000 to 15,000 viars ago -

Most of the rocks of the Kosciuski - l-teaus ¢.g8. the R”Hfhl*a ~nd Kosciusko
as w.ll as Tovmsend snd Twrnem ore graniticygrey and crystolline,with a character-
istic banded arrangencnt of light and daru. It is these which roduce the
horrldgy~surfaced hummocks and qwmotn jalot sloves, Interspersed with these are
sloty rocks with o golden,silky lustre, c“llud phyllltes —— between It, Twynam
and Loke Albina there is quite a larr= area of them, I mention these particu-
larly because it anneared at one stagﬂ they might help settle a controversy.
‘Mr,Harnett told us ant Strzelecki,in his diary, had rocorded the presence of
f'slate! in his trip uwp from the Murraw valley, Now Townsend and Kosciusko are
both on gneissic grenitej but if a cuantity of slate were to be found on one of
the westorn slopes of Townsond and not on Ko=01usko it would constitute some
slicht evidence in favour of the former. So I encircled Townsend with gignal
l%ck of success, ~né reported the sad story to Mr,Harnett on my return, He
wyote as follows.- ‘

"Mt.fownqend'q claim %o be the Xos 01usko of Strzelecki has faded to a
shadow, no slate} And last week lr, Barrie showed me a map purnorting to be a true
cony of that which Strzelecki prenared and sent in with his report to the IT.3.:.
Government - this map shows his Hosciusko as being right on the lMain Range which
he apparantly located for some miles to north and south of the pe-ky past llt.

Tate and past the Sovth Ram's Hecd, It is not possible to think that he could have
nictoken Townsend o The Abbott” for the ilain Range and Great Divide',

And so the m-tter rests, I for one am secretly relieved to think that the
rizht peak bears Kosclusko's name.

I finishcd my day of lonely wanderings down the shadowy glen of the Bnowy
to the Pound's Creek hut chanting ha )7lly (and tunelessly) theﬁe words, which

are soid to be a translotion of an old God's song - and he must surely have
lived in just such a nlace, ond been just such a hopeful egoist as myself:-
@
s 1 ‘ .
K e e
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T ~m the overlérd of the hills and ‘the high places,

And it is the ch:wnging breath of the mountalns that I
- gelze and A“le 1wto words, ;

v bed i1s as high above-ther, cloudq as my labourlng
minister, the emrt", an 1lift' me up,

ind ny tAOUhhiu are o8 Tar- qbove uhe qta'f's a8 my eagex

LT

heart can carry themuil : : .

R

DOES,, . ' “*IIS

______ yo g
' ! : . . ..‘.’ . . . ;_’.,,. "I-l T 0 bsr C. Tﬁ_nsell&. R b '._',:
. ‘ . '1,: - o) -’u‘..,.‘_,‘,, - : . - ,,‘f
T anpre- 5gﬂe the effort on L benal® of Tras T a0 feel that the,uo&e“j*” Hii
youth bhetels thic ares qtarted the Better. The more I see and come in; caﬂtadt o
with city youthe) the more, T £hirk’ that £éf their own sa alvation we should ; 77

try our hardjgijﬁo"foster An’ them a iové f@r'the‘buvh 'andthe gremt Out o*_“h_'“

doors, To me3’%$ seQMS their mﬂnds ulnk"So lettts get tnem young and ;;
endeavour to inst¥L -in them an. aabre01ﬂb10n OfwthlnPC ‘clegn ‘and decents’

X

The above is an extract from a létter wiiften: by Peter Page from Nth, i
Queencland Wmlcﬁ*waq ‘given to.me For inclusion in Thé Bushwalker.‘ After [

reading it I~ sould not- hedp recalllﬂg the ‘many opinions aired at’ 'recent’ ._‘hﬁt
Monthly Meetings, when.the ques tlon of Youth Hostels and NatLoaal Fltnessi'
Camps came under dilscus 1on. A P o . . ‘

! : e

The im resél I gutherud at’ tnece meée tings was that in regdrd to the o
Hoetels, while heartlly d1QI1kLng the peonle who, would be likely ~to use .
them, the Bushy#lkér Federatlon, ;or 146 own sale, would be Wwell.advised to’

. Join the vaqmaard of aeqdostel Movenment,-or it mlmht find thece bvlldlngs
placed in areas of which it disanproved, (Vide Marley) ST

As far ad'Matlonal Fitness camaq were concerned). the- canqenSUS of
opinion again. wad that,  they mlgbt be put anywhere as long as they did notr
spoil our hrlmitlve areas -or, 1nt”rfere with well~beloved walking country or
camning smots. When: Jibhon Hacd " was discussed as a possible N.F.camp’ site,
while nbmbgrc conc1dered the olacc uhsuitable for this pufnoqe, they washid®
their hands of &% and were cu1te WﬂlTln’ to see it selected because it Wa»_jV
not an area “of 1ntere¢t to wa;kers. o o : . B ;'?“5 R

L b . - oy

One could not hulp freling thc smug, Ehwrasalcal attitude, ; "'Thark God .

I am not as thut nooT crzature ‘The. Vlker" nor- of "those lesser bre:d who o
would sleep within the four walls of a hostel rather than under the wlde BKY o .

A1l things are rolative and a walk from hostel to hostel may be as great
an adventure for those who kuow no other way as a first week—-end trip for the
man who carried his tent in hie rucksack, There is only one way for the
eslvotion of “"The Hiker™ nad that 1s to tench him not to be one.

On the seme day as getting Peterts extract, I read an article entitleéd
An Experiment in School Cam01nv” by SL.A. Leneben, I feel that hcore is an
answer to Feter's pleaj an indication that while Youth HJostels will cater for
the young man aund Wwoman of to-day, the N,F. Camps are a training place for
the man and woman of to-morrow, a training place for the adolescent so that he
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or she will le rn to love and respect "the beauty of an unmarred bush" and thus
come closer to the Bushwalkers! 1oeals._ More than this, it shows that there
are people who .rot only sce the necessity for doing something for the youth

of Austrzlia but are tnemqe7ves preparad to see that 1t is done,

The writer tells of the plannin~ of -these N r, Canvs as 'a part of the,
child's cducation complementary to schocl education.just as camp life may be
complementary to home life and life in the: bush complementary to life in.the
city." He wrlteq of the condition under which:sé many children spend thelr.
school lives, the emall DTQQgrounds, inadequate equipment, large: clasces. and
the limited’ schonl hours that moke 1t imdossible to overcome a poor home envir-,
onment, "Bven if school conditions were uniformly good, theres would be .
aupects of education that cen be adequately provided only by camp ‘life, In
camp we have a crosg section of ‘the comiunity, Boys of all types and. clasges

meet and .live 063 gether, . Those to whom the greatest good can be done, either
socially or physically are included., For the whole period of the camp strong
forces are automatically brought' to bear upon. character..ﬁEach.child.mustu .
leurn to live in co-~operation- Wlth others." S : S :

‘John, from one of the worst city. areas wae the most .detested boy in.
the school. He spent hic days baiting. ’ceacherc and: boys (succes sfutly too).
His Sadlstlc tendencizs scemed, to'me, the worst of his many faults, = At
camp, in 1941, the field work grlﬂoed hin, ° During the following year he
carriecd out 1nd1v1dual work in botany ~nd. zoology, but showed interest in
‘hothing. else, As the 1942 camp a*nroacbed his behaviour changed. He mide
innumerable personzal prenarations,; ond in camp lived. fully and supporucd his
leader to such purpose that he was a major factor in the group winning the -
competition. Despite his past the Campert!s Badge, highest award for any one
camp was granted him, To=~day he has his- second-clasé bar to this badge. From
being a potentlal danger-to cociety, he has now settled to a normal "chool
llfe and is an elected gchool arCLﬁct.” ' ;

The writer goes on o tell of the hurd work done in the uatabliShlng
of the camps, the trials and disappointments of the people. who were determlned
to nake them a r'ucce s. He shows the way in which the days are spentd

1The Buuhcraft grovp is scen preomrlng for a wa 1k, Vith the compass
they orientate the man of the district, prepare their packs and go swinging
along the track, They will selcct . their comn site erect the little bush-
walkers' tents, leara how to make various fire vlaces and fires and so on.
They will learn also how ti break’camp and they will be 1:.d to realise some
of the beauty of the unmarred bush,” ‘ o

‘At the ond of the camp badges and amards are given, "The importance
of this is stres<ed by a special ceremony, -After 'Lights Out! the lads
meet, ‘In comnlete silence they file through tho bush t6 a glade Yhere an
advance bartyhas orewqrod a fire, Here they sit, an old camper beside a-
new, in a comnlete circle, and in the qulet of the nlghﬁ look into the
heart of the firessev..  The "Dedication is repe“ted°” ‘'Here, to-night, with
these, my friends about me, with nature's magic in my heart, with the light
from the crackling fire on my face, I dedicate myself to the ideals of
National Fithess, Here I take that first, fine step towards real service,
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Around me all is clean and oure., So shall I strive to make myself clean and
strong, and, in the coming ycars, use th. strength my God has given me towards
the uplifting »f our Australian race. '

"The hadges wre prossnted and the lads sit again, There are moments
here of caeticna, for there is great beauty in the scene. Giant gums tower
above suzll boyis and a fire, 4 staff member recites the "Camper's Ioem',
Thers are yarrs of other camp fires told by boys who have seen many, There
are songe soltly sung,V

“Follow-up work coutinues betwecn camps, Advanced courses have been
prepared and week-snd bush walks taken, So leaders are trainsd, There are
some very delinite results, During last camp the average increase in weight
was 27+ lb, Morsover there are gains that can never be assessed, The person-
ality of many Jjads has developed during the weeksy there is the truant lad who
has been givew new values; the keener health of all must have far-reaching
results, '

There are many obstacles to overcome before all boys and girls in thoir
teens will be able to participate in such a camp, . But so escential is the
experience in the life of ecach child that the vision must have ultimate
reality,"

Twenty ycars ago I knew a man called Jiggine, who had the Health Habit,

He used to take a cold plunge every moraing, He said it owened his
pores, After it he >0k a hot svonge, He said it closed the pores,
H: got so that he could open and shut his vores at will,

—- e om am e oy e

Just one word about fresh air and exercise., Don't bother with

either of thenm, Get the room full of good air then shut the windows and
keep it, It will keep for years, Anyway, don't keep using your lungs
all the time, Let them rest, As for exercise, if you have to take it,

take it and put up with it, - But as loung as you have the price of a hack
and can hire other people to play baseball for you and run races and do
gymnastics when you sit in the shade and smoke and watch them - great

heavens, what more do you want?

Stephen Leacock "How to Iive to he 200",
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SOME FULK TIEY, WOULD A-WALKING GO, - C.K.

Wow let ws all a-wolking go.™
Mhoopee )™ said Rovley,

"Whether the trains be crowded or no,

So Mrric and Leslie and George and Joe
A1l wont with Rollicking Rowley.

UA dozen ezues sconcone must bring,
oo -1
U7 will®, =-1d Rowley,
iy cope arc “lw re fit for a king
DO (o3 ]

I'n not at all fubh about anything
But those'", s~id Rollicking Rowley.

Wheun vaakf&Sﬁ time ¢ome round next day,
#Tt11l cook', s id Rowlzy.

1111 do my eggs in o shocial way',

H: s.nz as he vorkud g0 hay'y andgay.
“Hiigh-heo®, sang Rollicking Rowley..

He broke on egg into the »nan,
"Hells bellsl!V said ROWluJ
He stood his ground but the others ron,
here nover wog so .stound & o men,
WThie giinks’) gasoied Rollicking Rowley,
He cracked another,
"giank Blonk®, scid Rowley,

then & third,
Th. fourth containcd a littl. bi
Th.e fourth contailnc ittle bird,
1
i

J

And thy fifth and the sixth, “Why this is absurd,
BBlank Blanlks, cricd Rollicking Rowley,

ame to the very last,
peechlesr was Rewley,.

He turned and ron from th: gcorching blast,
)
L

But tho egss, thery udped ond followed him fast,
“Help! Heln!™ beggad Rollicking Rowley.
IETUERS TRON THD IADS 47D LASSES,
Letters were recuived this wmoanth from the following:=-
Tom iloppeti S.BM,
Les Douglas ¢x S.B.W,
Bill LieCourt 3S.B.W,
Dot Jinks 8.3B.V.

oL : cidence prouOt_ ms to write you -~ last night =
t surrounduﬂ Dy hoet of aonlflng 1o<qu1toes - the wenthzy being o

¢ hot and the hour too early to retire bohind my protective net - I
scarched the crehives of the Ward Room for some literature - inagine my
surprise to find a cony of Wrhe Sydney Bushwalker® - admittedly 'twae on old
one -~ 1938 = and noy have been the Qropcrty of the peace time tenant of our






10,

pr:sbnt abode - yet nevertheless it was interesting to read of the doings of

ro—itJeck Deberttt - of tho activitics of the “Conversation Club” (en entirely |

3——ﬁthbﬁeﬁ%ionref~eﬁf-activitiaﬁ oot loast-te me) aond dutails of. the._sceret new ! a
weopons of two of the Quecsnilond mewbe 8 - known ag Mal % Doug.
lot of water has run under many bridges since that issue first sow the
light - and I know from information gurnered from different sources = that nany
of the nones mentioned therein would hove greatly divergent addresges at the
present time and that the 70ld Club" is well reprecented in different parts
of the world,
, It was unfortuncte that in my brief visit to Sydney -1 couldn't muanage to
‘make the Club rooms - for at the ftime you were meeting I was creating o nuisance
of myself at various Naval Depots = ende wouring to obtain gear and clothing
sufficient to mcke my life comfortable in this out of the way place = and by
the tiwme I had achicved that object, I've no doubt that you were all comfortably
tucked away in your little beds, :
I did, however, have the pleasure of nmeeting Paddy - whom I found doing

business at the old stand' - also Wal who I belicve is again taking interest
in Committoces etc.—don't let him put too much over you - after all he's prac-
tictlly o YBanana-lander® now, "

; From what I've seen of the country °brround1ng horusby — thiretls o goodly
“dtmber of tdll hills that show much promise «s good walking country - whilst the
distant vistas of blue mountaln ranges are Qec1dedly tantalising - but from all

I hear of mosquiltoes, rain and other pests - quite apart from the. heat - it
will be good country to stay out of ~ however, Wal will be pleased to know that
viewed from the butt—end of a fishing rod - certain parts of the coast hocome
quite interceting - nay cven profitoble - especially is this so when an unin-
teresting diet of N V(tl_;cd meat and vegct ables) becomug unbearable,

.. _ . Convey my regords to those members with whom in the piping days of pea

. I shared the joys of the open rood ond tHE "Shug 6oy firss - ﬁd_m “hopes tnat;
when this frocas is over - all the members of the "01d Club" may share in its
useful ond ¢xvanding activitics,

mmem B mmat B A b e o e m om m m e m e R e e R S e e A S B de A W L M 1R L e T L A sl e i

Bob_ ulﬂkS.(H M.A.S, "Nopier®) It is nmonthe now since I last wrote, but all the
Time I have buen receiving na :ine ond Dbocowraphs at regular intorvals,
The photographs are uswec1ally appruciated as they bring back memories of old
haunte and walks that wers done in what now scems the far distant past., Since
leaving home there have been no oportunities for walking although ten dnys
leave ot cn ————memmmme—— port some weeks back gave us the chance to sec some=
thing of the country leCh, with ite wide open spaces and rolling hills
escembles our own in mauny places,

Tom Monpett,  The S,8.W, does de some walking over here, Lost month I had

nine days leave, o spent .it wandoring about the ILoke District in shorts ete.
again cad in s»ite of lots of rain, cloud cnd mist, I had a great time, Due

to War ~nd Vinter it wos solo walking with hardly a soul about, for which I
woe very grateful. Photography wasn't so good because of the lick of sun, but

I hove sent Jean a packet of photos Juwt to prove I was there, As can be seen
from one of mysgclf, I'm well equipbed for walking and have even nade usge of

the hat which I bolieve gove rise to the name YCurtin'ls Cowboys', I have joined
the Youth Hogtel Assn,, in case it might be of use, o and although I hoven't
‘“stayed ot a hostel yet, I might next month during a cycle tour of the Cotswolds, 9
This is an Yon with the corrcspondence’ night so all the best to 211 Bushwalkers
and Speci&lly to the B.E +Ce
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(BASTOR AT C.RLON'S CuSU/LYY CLEARINC STATION

Well, I've never reached the swiuiit of a mountain first, and Itve
never been first out of bed in the norning, but I was the first admicsion
to Carloants C,C,S8. at Laster,

It was quite simple, just one of those smroth round stones with an in-
viting expreszion, and presto, youtlve got odd feet. This happened about two
miles up Little River, so T was forced (literally) to creep undcr the weight
of ny completely emnty pxck to. the junctﬁon of the Cox and Ganlong Creek.

Have you ever wished that your compenions would only leave you s> that you
could die quietly at your own pace? They. never do,

We pitched camp ot last ot the bettom of Galong., I spent the nizht
dreaming that I was crawling heroically up the creek on my hands and knees,
but when morning came cowardice assertcd itself, and I developed an intense
ambition to ride up Tin Pot ftrack on o horse, I hadn't ridden a horse since I
was in short pantg, but I hadn't crawled since I was in rompers, so the
advance party flew along Galong and in no time, so lvation, in the shape of
Bertie Carlon and the stalwort stecds Taffy and Minty arrived, I was hoisted
with every care ond abesolutely no ceremony onto Taffy's back and away we went.,
Oh boyl Can Bertie lead o horse? It was better than a sedan chair,

Arriving at the C.C.S, I was greetad with an imposing array of hotwater
bottles, crutches, aad soft dJdowny beds, My notoriety was short lived however
for ofter this the casunlties come thick and fast, Taffy was pressed into
service again next morning to bring Imily Iivingstone, of the Rucksiék Club,
up from the Cox, where shs wos booallng noinfully along, having Mgone :in
the knees®, S : : - :

No snoner was 1lo,2 Casuzliy bedded down that night, thon the next victim
was announced by « huge bull's eye lantern piercing the gloom, followed by
ambulance, police, bushwclkers and sundri.s, These latter had come out in
the ambulance complcte with guns for ¢ nightt's shooting., The redoubtable
Jack Kirby hod been comandecred and the whole crowd piled in for tea and a
couvle of o“ttles of supper brought by the sundries g

" Having de Cldud thot Bertie ocnd Jack would he the best onegs for the
rescue trip down Black Dog, the bushwalkers and sundries, police and ambulance
went to bed, We woere so cxcited by the nresecnce of all these men that we
scarcely slept, but it wosn't till sunrige that No,3 Casualty showed his won
little foce round the dining room door, He really did look sick and only
stopped off for t:a before being cleared for hospital tretment with o dis-
located knev-cap and lacercations,

After the doparture of this casuclty with the bushwolkers, the .ambulance,
the police and the sundries; the old C,C.8, seamed a bit quiet and we had to
fall back on "Wiff!" Knight's sciaticc and Tr night's cold, for diversion,
Other entertainment were hopping up hill and :1ng friends with "L-dy" who was

to carry me to Kirby's in the ofternoon,

Emily and I were digcharged with dusz ceremony ot 2 pem. und set off sone-
what reluctﬂntly on our homewnrd trek, The core and attention we received
would tempt anyone to chronic incapacity and we would zadvise all prospective
casualties to arrange to be damaged within reasonable distance of Carlon‘s.
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READING FOR THE TROUPS

No. doubt thosec

of you who travel.by train or ferry hove

nnticed that Book-

stalls-on stations and wharfs ar

e gadly lacking in "Canguine,"Pelicans and

similor publicotions which h-ve proved:
since theilr appearance o fow years wgo.

guch a boon for
Booksheps also,

all closges of readers

show empty shelves,

This decrth of recding matter ic being felt by the Service
who wre finding it extremcly difficult

to
In a rucaqt le

gcet sufficient recdi
P

Commlt"
ng motter for
members wrote

the men in dist.at poarts,.
ool =T received some more Penguins fo
you these books ore rcué bv very
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So go again over your shelves
copy of The Lullet in, Wircless Ntymly,

tter, ons of our club
r which I thonk you very nuch, I can
many once they begin to circulate up
L.L .n .
™

through your ct upboards, DBring in your
wny Fengulng or Digestes you micht still

have, ' If you hove any old numbers of thw Sydney Bus nwmlﬁpr, would wou hond
them in, for The Scrvices Committeo. has found that bushimlkers from other
clubs vey-nuch an )ruclwt these copics, -
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VENUS, 45D JUPLZIR

This month Venus will be in its brightest phasc. Juplter
ty fhough it graduclly appears a little fainter as the e
The two plancts will be in close.proximity, and
in-their vicinity will form o vexry bheauti ful group in the
o beginning of the month, '
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TRUTH I5 STRANGER TIAN FICTION
. or

THE STCRY OF THE INJURED HI&ER

5

Alex, Colley,

On Eoster Frldnv one of o party of five hikers fc¢ll on to o shorp rock
and cut his lcg. - He wag ruscued by Bert C-rlonm nnd ' Jack Kirby. Bert, by the
wey, had quite a busy weel-end bringzing in the wounded freon-the Cox-Valley,

One can readily inmagine ths scene in the news_aper offices when the
story came in, The News Editor aandlné the story to one of hig off-gidurs -
"Here's a report of a hiker hurt in the mountains - write it up, will you,

Oh, and don't forget the bits about the rough country, the expericnced bushman
hacking their way through dense bush with axes, and the goat trock with o
drop of hundreds of feet on one side” - "Yeah, I know," By adding these
well-worn formulaoe to o fcw 1acts ond come fiction, the city papers filled
about two columns in nll,

‘Here is the story as told by the "ricknickers™ (Liirror), Viec Bolton nnd
Russell Wilkins, who caume on to the b_ruy on Sunday evening nnd took word to
the Katoomba police, ’ '

Vic und Russell were coming through Black Dog Canyon about half past four
on Sunday ofternoon when they met two boys aged about 17. They were equinped
with a full-sized axe and a camera, One was clad in dripping wet shorts, -

He explained that he had thrown the axe at a turtle which was swinming in

7 feet of water, Naturally the axe went to the bottom and he had to go thure
after it,  They had been comped with three others at the junction of Black Dog
Creck and the Cox since Friday night. When asked why they had remained in the
one spot so long théey explained casually that one of their mates had hurt his
leg, The axe-thrower and his ossociate then wont on their wey and Vie and
Russell walked on down the river, On the way they heard several shots and a
bullet whined past. Later they found that one of the amusementq of these
light~hearted lads wos to throw 303 bullets into the fire

- 4t Black Dog Creck they come - ujon throe tents (hired from Phddy)-— one
6t x 8t LM font, and two 6! x 8! walled tents (for fivel),  4s they came
closer they found three bhoys of about 17 lying down in their slecping bags

‘enjoying a smoke and a game of cards, The game was for the sake of coin rather

than - mental uplift, They lay in the midst of a grent mebh. Neorby was o
ground-sheet covered with flour, jam, dripoing and dlrt. attered around
were cartons of flour, many tins, a large coil of 1% inch roae, thr.e enomel
bowls and numerous hillies, not to muntion the inevitable frying pnans (thrce
lorge ones including a twelve incher) and several pounds of dripoing, (i1l
they had to eat was some tinned meat cad o few sandwiches' - Sun),

The subject of the injured leg cane u;. It aspeared that, on Friday,
it had toaken them from 12 nco n till five o'clock to get from Clear Hill
to the ridge overlooking th:z Cox, By that time it was getting dark, and they
were thirsty, so they raced straight over the edge towards the Cox, Their
pocks were all around the 60 1lb, mark, with the result that they lost control
and started to slide, Les Coy was unlucky as he havpened to land heavily on

" a sharp piece of granite which cut to the bone just above the knee, The leg

started to swell, so they made camp on the river and stayed there,
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Vic and Russell gave their some bandage Dl aster, and Condy's cryntals e
and asked them whei and how they were going bﬁck. They said they were going
to start off the next day, go to lMoady's and then up Kedumba, Vic and Rusvell
offered to get hely at Hatoomba, to which the boys agread.

When Vic and Rus~ell reworted the accident at 3.30 next afternoon
(Monday), the police reacted in no uncertain terms, It was some minutes
before the alr cleared sufflcleq+lv for Vic and Ruscell to explaliun that the
irjured one was not ome of their party, and waos, moreover, one of that inferior
order known as hikers, Had they been old members they might have gone on to
say that the nolice had never been called upon to rescue a Club membeA. They
could have gone on to instance some of the searches in which the Bush VWalkers
have sent out large parties to assist the police, As 1t was they explained
where the spot was and markeo it on a man 'out as the police didn't know the
country tnej asked Vic and Russell to come back with them,

The. rescue party, consisting of a constable, a police cadet, two. ambulance
men and a friend who was an experienced bushman aged about 16, and Vic and
Ruscell, sct off in the ambulance at 6.%0 »,m., On tie way they picked un Jack
Kirby., They got out of the ambulance at the top of Carlon's hill, Two wcnt
in front»with pollce searchlighte, and then came the ambulance man with his
gun, Pleaty of rabbits, dazzled by the glare, sat up at close range, but
the ambulance man couldn't shoot very straight, -

4t Carlon's Vic Russell omd Bert Carlon caught three horscs with which
Jack Kirby and Bert get off for the Cox at 10,30 vp.m, Shortly afterwards
the police and the ambulance man set out for some morc shooting, Once more
their aim was uncertain.

Bert Carlon and Jaclk Xirby reached th. Cox in the early hours of Tucvsday
morning., -They placed the injured one on a horse, making a rope sling for the
bad leg, The other four, who remained in their slecping bags, rosumed th .ir.
interrupted slumbcr, Bert and Jack Firby arrived back with the injured
Les Coy at 6.30 in the morning, Thore was a little more rabbit-shooting
but still no kill, then at 9 o'clock the police, the ambulance man, the
cxperisnced bushman, Viec, Ruscell, and Les Coy set off for Katoomba, ¥ vnpru they

arrived at 10,30 a,.m,
_ Leslic Coy's wound wac found to be only suncrficial and he was allowed
to returan to Sydney by car with his parents, :

e L sweel young romantic named Tugple
Went out Tox a ride in a bhuggy
She cooed "Kisg me my pet
But he wiped off the sweat ‘ '
And g 1d #Tot o zllc the woather'ts so uuggy".
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AT OUR GWN LEETING

It woe resolved that, if onother hostel is to be placed in National
Park the Club would not onpose ite being placad at the foot of Mioke ridge.
At a previous me.eting the crection of hostels in the park was orposed and
this onnosition was not modificd,

Marie Byles asked the meetinz To consider whether South Eru was a
suitable site for a hostel, in view of the fact that a track would be
necessary in order to bring down the building materials, The aunnual renual
value of Byrnes' Estate was £100 and the owners would consider leasing
the area to the Federation., The possibility of the Federation leasing the
area was discusced, Bill llall said that we should take the op)hortunity,
even if it meant loss, and that it was better to conceuntrate on this piece
of land which was near to the city cs perts further out were less likely to
be taken from us, He was supported by Roy Edser and others, Jean Monnett
drew attention to the danger of comuercial intercsts taking it over., Laurie
Rayner thought that the rentel valucs would be low durlnr the war and rent
difficult to colloct,

L suggestion by the Youth Ilostels! Planwning Comuittes for making farms
in the Megalong Valley and a house on Hat Hill Road available as hostels,
wag anproved,

Groce -Edgecombe cad John Yoble werc elected room stewards,

_ FEDERATION NUTES

A cheque for N9O was received from the Public Trustee, beln payment of
the legaCJ left by Arnold Rae. o

The I.,8,W, Govt,Railways advise that the 12,55 p.m, train will stop at
Lilyvale, as requested by thc Federation,

It will not be possible to obtain art paper for the Bushwalker Annual,so
sketches will have to be substituted for photographs, The editor (Dorothy
Lawry) will be glad to receive contributions, including cover designs, as it
is intended to publish this year, or as soon as the paper position allows,

A letter is being written to the Youth Hostels' Planning Committce
opposing any suggestion to erecct a hostel in the heavily timbered country 1n
National Park,

It was decided to adopt the names "OrlmltLve" "Protected', and
"Imnvroved" for roadless reserves, '

A renort was received that a shale mine is belng operated in llegalong
Valley and that it is rumoured that plans are afoot to dnstall a railway to

‘take the shale vp onto Narrow Neck, and to build a retort somewhere out beyond

Diamond Falls, Mr, Harry Whaite of the Conservation Burcau is making enquirics,

It was decided to write to the Youth Hostels Planning Conmmittee recom-
mending Government resumption for national fitness purposes (including Bush-
walking) of the whole of the Era lands, The C.MJW, have withdrown their oppos-
ition to the report of the snecial sub-committee on Tracks and Blazes, and the
matter will be reviewed at the next nmceting,
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GOSSIE,

It is with o certain anmount of ploasure that we notice that Hilma,
our new.Secretary, ilg creeping round mighty subdued latelv.' L very pleasing
transfiguration we must say, but not likely to last long, so we must toke
advantage of it, :

The cause of this '"hang-dog' lock oelng, that for two wecks running =
has "mislaid" the ﬁeyq of the club room, in fact, on Friday the l4th of- may
1943, for the first time in the 1nnals of the Club, members could not get in,
Jecan would never hove allowed such a depr0351ng dnbacle to ocaur.

On the nl@ht mentioned, ea rly arrivals were greeted with-a horrible
scene, Hostile Bushwalkers milled in mutinous groups in the spaclous car-
peted foyer and overflowed on the grand stalrway, while the elevator swiftly

and silently and with relentless precision disgorged morec and yet more members,

‘who each according to their lights bore up or broke down on hearing the shat-
tered news, (Meaonwhile Hilme, to get away from it all took a taxi and toured
the Eastern Suburbs),

Soon the more resilient membere tried to do somcthing about forcing the
doors and they all tried at once, yet the majestic doors of this grand institu-
tion remained closed., ZInter the Hero, one Richard Croker who grasped the
gituation and stilled the rising panic., Placing his wmanly length on the fldor
alongside the doors, he quietly whistled underneath, some slight incantation
we think, rose and Lol the deors swumg back, Still badly shaken the Bush-
walkers filed im, My word Hilmal! We fec¢l sure bhat our new Secretary WLll g0
far in her career, .nd how the ex=sccretary purred

Debonair Tim Coffey you know is absolutely allergic to a collar and
tie and had no reasson ot far os he could see to abandon his ideas in this
respect, when he left for a country town for his holidays, But there he met
a las=z vnd was swoyed by the gentler cmotions (the ones our Tim scoffs at) ond
the news seeped throuzh to Sydncy that he wore a collar and tie for a whole
week, xﬁr her sweet scke. Do not be alarmed for Tim's bachelordom however,
for it is true aes one DBushwalker said the other day, "Tim's romances are short
and sweet like don{ey s gallow :

Bobbie Cooper has baen tranSLGrred bhack to Sydney. We were pleased- to
see her in the club =gain,  She brought news of Betty Isaacs who is still in
Melbourne and Betty Pryde has baen tranfferrgd to AdbluldC.

We arc seriously thinlking of apnoilnting a Melbourne. correspondent to
watch our interests there. . Lot eﬂt news from there i1s the marriage of Ira
Butler to Dot English, :

Can anyone tell us why Arthur Gilroy after doing a strenuous Laqt b
trip to Splendour Rocl, went racing down Perryls late on Sund%y evening?
fle know he is a great collector of coloursd leaves, Was he in seaorch of the
-russet moiden-hair that 1it up Blucgvm that weck-end?
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YOUR SOCIAL CALZND .R FOR JUND & JULY

18th Junes 8 pam, Clubroom Party
: - - Dancing & supper,
(se¢ special announcement),

25th June: 8 pam, " Annual Photoquphlc Exhibition.
Doa't forget to look out your
prints and so moke this night
a success, DO IT TCGW1

7th July: 7445 panm, L b_atlng night at the Gliciarium,
' Comc along and if you can't skate
yoU'll enjoy watching those who
think they can,

16th July: Frece night.
23rd July: .. . 8 pom, Palmer Kent »romises an interesting

lecture on "The Real Facts Behind
The Malayan Compaign, '

30th July: 8 pem, Clubroom Donce,
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HOW | TTINGS, SLATD AT DADIY'S S

So thot mesbers will hove on idea how thinges are as regords the
supply of campinzy gear, here is a rosw ume! of the stute of Pndiy's
gtock:- _ .

SLEEPING DBAGS:

No stock on hand. No ordv—s talien,. About 10 feather filled
slevping bogs of assorted lengthsavailable (cost £2,15,0 for 5'10”
length) eﬂch T"ursdny mor:ing at 9 w,m, Some time in July there may be
some down bogs availodle ot £3,9.6 for the stondard length (5' O“). Regret

no orders can be taken, Look ocut for epecicl announcemsnt next mont

TMN

No stock but orders T ken eoch month for tents in white, willosden
or lightweight green Jopara,
RUCKSACKS & PLOXS. e

Pocks and rucksacks without fromes are gene rhlly to be had from

stock, Orders hhen if no stock,
Canc frame rucksacks - none avcilable,

Steel frame rucks~cks, fone in stock, Orders token if you can get frame
weldsd,

GROUNDSHEZTS .

6! x 31 Groundshects and 6' x L' cene grounishects (no collors

3 g
or hoode wtt:ch\d) gencvrally ovailable ot the beginning of cach weell,
Orders gencrally tiokea if no stock.

REPAIRS.

Repairs of .11 kinds and roroofing of mrouzduhocts donc,
No teuntz can bo runroofd, - : -

Na

PADDY PALLIN,

%27 George Street

'“hone B3101, _
SYDNEY
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