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Vance Palmer.
I killed a snale this morning in the grase,
L lovely sinister thing of gleaming jev;
I see it_yet}
, Gliding across the place my feet would pass,
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A monthly Bulletin devoted to matters of interest to
‘The Sydney Bushwalkers, 5 Hamilton Street, Sxdney.

In effortless mrtion, fluld as molten glass,
Yet live as fire; and evilly awarc
Of 21l the magic in its evil staro,

The founts of poison in its being set,
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TIE EEAT OF THE MOMENT 1107
By a Prospective.

Do you remember the -rticle in thc Annual "Some like it Tough"?
Well I think that story has a lot to vommend it and when a walk to
Carlon's was mentioned a few months ago, leaving on Friday night, what
could be better? About ten miles there and ten back with two full days
and half a night to cover the distance, ‘

There were five of ug on the train and though an easy track had been
selected, occasionally I caught a sort of gloating look on Reg's fnce,
but when we reachsd Xatoomba he led us into the Niagara and fed us with
coffee and toast, o procedure which effectively allayed any suspicions
that the rest of us may have had,

When supper was over he suggested that we should go down Devil's Hole
to the o0ld pub site where we'd comp for the night and as conditions were so
pleasant we 2ll readily agreed, The torches came out when we left the road
to walk along the trock ond in o short time we commenced our scramble down
the hole, Lbout halfway down Reg shouted for us to hurry and look at an
Echidna, It was quite a thrilling moment because most of us had never
seen one and those who had, still got gquite a kick ocut of viewing this
strange c¢feature, '

After this diversion we soon came to the camp spot where we had a
midnight swim, then into our bags and in no time at all we were all scund
asleen, .

We wakened early, but did not get up for quite some time, During this
period of luxurious laziness, the ritual of morning greetings was attended
to, Reg and I with the tr:ditional "Good morning" etc, to the two lasses,
but Roley delivered his with a delicacy and fineness that only Casanova
could hove cqualled,

With breckfast over we stayed on the main track and zven the early
morning sun was quite warm enough to tell us it was going to be hot, but
with only a short walk in front of us not a word was sald until, ignoring
the turn off, Reg strecked away in the direcction of Megalong Creek, Immed-
iately all the doubts of list night returned and to o timid question the
answer came back Oh! no, welll go down the creek, along the Cox and up
Galong," So all in a moment thoughts of an easy day vanished, A sun giving
a first class imitation of a furnace let us know that 1life of peace and rest

was not to be ours, but realising that recent rains had filled up the creeks,

a promise of a nice cool swim compensated somewhat for the addcd mileage,

When we sighted Megalong, Reg lost his position in front of the column
for we raced past him to Lave a drink from the streanm. With his arrival
a few minutes later the party divided and a rush was made for swimming holes

and how we enjoyed th -t dip! Thus refreshed, off we went downstream, judping

from rock to rock like a flock of mountain goats. Occasionally a foot would
slip and a pair of shorts with person enclos:d would bump the granite or a
leg dis ppear up to the knee in a puddle, much to th: discomfort of whoever
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had made the mistalkie.

After awhile we arrived at the Cox, full to the brim wilhk » rocing
torrent of brown water, BEven though it was only 10.30 a.m., down we¢ cot for
a very welcome rest and in a little while we apgain flung oursclves into the
woter, An hour pasced before we began the next part of the trip ond if
anyone found an excuse to take off his shoes to move a pebble, the affected

At one o'clock the holt for lunch was callcd and as .clean hands are a
necessity another swim for all parties was indicated. Iunch was a motley
offair. Our various foodstuffs werc - laced in o heap and wc ecch selected
whatever his or her taste demanded, With the pocks reassembled we tried
to doze for awhile, but except for Reg whose performances in  this respect
were remarkable, nonc of us were successful. He locked almost angelic
as he slept, a scraphic smile on his lips, but awakened he must be, so a
prod in the ribs and with Elsa and May ir the van wc made off rathcer slug-
gishly for the six-foot track, The sun had now passed its meridian and
beamed down on us with unmerciful force, Perspiration poured from our
tiring bodies and thousands of flies worried and tormented us as Wwe slowly
headed toward Galong, Gibraltor Creek showed up on the right and before
you could say "Knife" five packs hit the ground and five very sticky and
B.O.'ey peonle made for the water, It was quite some time before we thought
- of leaving the cooling embrace of the Cox, but when an oronge had wetted
our insid.s, we made our slightly enlivened legs carry us a bit farther
along the river and quite a bit of c¢xtra encrgy was used to throw a féew
stones at rabbits who refused to rum away in the opproved style, because
even they objected to moving rapidly.

A%t last we stecred cround the Galong track and plopped down under a
convenicnt tree to try ond gain strength for the last part of the trip.
Some more oranges appearcd and Elsa treated us to a drink of hot chocolate,
which had commenced the day in solid form but was now a gooey miss. Three
quarters of an hour this loaf lasted and we lasted about one mile up the
crezk before we petered out again and this time we could barcly stagger to
the friendly watcr holes, Clothes had to be literally pceled off and then
we lowered ourselves gently into the water,

Now with a little over onc and a half miles t go our flagging spirits
revived somcwhat but after scrambling up o couple of falls, legs decided
that another rest was escential, Finally we startcd on the last lap, but
after only a few hundred yards, May slinped and only o stout sapling
gaved her from a nasty fall, She recovered in a few minutes however and
made the grade safely, so with seme anxiocus noments of scrambling along a
rather tricky ledge, we came to the very last ¢climb, This one wag at
lecst pleacsant for the water streamed over us as we climbed to the top.

Only half a mile and with lurching goit we finally stragsled into
Carlon's wherc three of our club mates greeted us with a dispusting
disphay of laziness, lounging on the verandah where they had been all
the afterncon whilst we were toiling wearily among the trees, rivers
and -aocuntains,
. We weren't very good company that night,all very tired and two tummiecs
Were playing up a bit,so very socon we all retired for a really good nightls
slecp.,
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On Sunday the hcat had gone and rain appeared and after a plunge in the
creck, most of our vim and vigour returned and all parties indulged in nuch
nmucking about and horse play during the pre-breakfast period Yecause a certain
young gentloman staying with Mrs,Carlon had reached the age of five, His birth-

2y gifts provided a great deal of amusement for the visitors, /in archery con-
test was held, boat races aund spinning a top-like gadget made quite a lively
progreamnme, -

Breakfast came and went and after an casy morning an early lunch was served.
Farewells were sald shortly afterwards and back we went to Katoomba, The walk
back was very pleasant but throats werc quite parched when we arrived at the
gtation and with time up our gleoves a rush was made to a drink disnensing estab-
lichment, but our luck was right cut and straight water on the platform had to
gsatisfy our thirsts,

Homeward bound in a first class car, which scares off other travellers,made
our train trip very pleasant ond gave ug time to analysc the walk and even after
the discomforts of the heat; and the flies, had been put on the debit gide, the
laughs, the swims and the joy of having been out azain by far outbalanced them,

]
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So what the conditicns may be the bush will always be port of cur lives as
long as therc are places hidden away from the eyes of the folk who consider it
too much trouble to leave the beaten tracks to try and find th: well-concealed
beauty of the ceumtry,

BUSHFIRE . B, Garrad,

A lovely river volley < tree clad hills and luxuriant undergrowth, The sound
of o rippling stream mingled with the hum of insects, the song of birds, the
rust’ . of a sncke or lizard, the thud of a bounding wallaby, and verhaps if you
are very lucky a lyrebird concert! How many such scenes have we known and how
dearly do we value them? Do we ever -pause to consider how much they really
mean to us? ILet us then for a moment think of another aspect. Have you after
a year or two gone back to e valley that has been a lovely memory, and found that
all the features that had so impressed you have been completely wiped out? The
bush's greatest cnemy ~ a fire - has beeu through, and then has followed a
drought, You find no ldnger the luxuriant undergrowth, the lovely ferns and
plants that delighted you., Bird and animal life is missing and weeds have sup-
planted the native plants and so overrun the valley that it can never reccever,

If only then for a purcly selfish reason it is in your intercsts to throw
all your weight and cnthusiasm into preventing bush fires, so that this desolation
will not be a recurring feature in olr countryside, It is not only the spec-
tacular losses that count - 1ike th. wiping out of a man's home or crops - but
it is the irrcmediable lewcs of flora and fauna that are important,

We have in Australia mony unique flowers birds and animals, and unless we
can educate every man woman and child t» a realisation of the imortance of
using every effort in preventing bush fires, we are likely to be bereft of them
all,
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TRAMPING ALONE U1 I SCUTHERN ATPS.

Laz Pura,

Novenbor, 1947, s-w me abeord the € to Cenberra con route for

the Goodradighbues River, my startin e WL he Cotter River from whence I
fpavellsd to Brindabellis by mail cor, as far o8 he nost-office,

EIURE- 2 0%

Ch, eo %thig ig the volley of whose I have heard so nuch,with
its vorious shaodes of green and the fost ru gtroan that 2ll 1ife de-
pends cn and with a for and wide reputation for the best trout fishings
the valley with a few senttored honesionds, far opart; where men and women
with kind hearte reeidei nothing is too much Inw them to gharce in helping
their follow men,

T found o suiteble camping s»ot for the first night and the next
day I decided to follow the strecm as for as the junction of Coclamon Crack
and the Goodradigbee ~nd there T decided to make a permanent camp, as the
gurroundings of this plcturesque place appealed to me nest for beauty and

s

&)

confort: there were .good swimning pocles and abrve all, the bost drinking

weter containing lime, These stroams Tun through limestone country, and

therefore mogzege so wuch value for life in gencral, which can de sccn in
the rich vegetntion and the large variety of trees.

I liked the place g2 well that T stayed thore for meore than
and during that time I made several dcily trips to various points al
the river and hille. This particular place vhere I camped was o snall
valley within the valley proper, Surrcunded by hills, the only opening
o it was the river which one had to cress twice, The beauty of this nart
aof Brindabella is that the river is formoed almost in a circic. and when
siswed from o high point it appears like a giliger belt that holds life
together in this suail valley.

o Week
along

igh

i

n

T lave to camp on a river bank and listen to all sounds that pass
ny tent door, especially when I an alone at the camp fire, Some poet once
said that if a man preferred to roam about in the midst of nature, then he
must be either a god or an animal, I must confupss that I an neither,

But the true lover of natural phenomena especially of the beauty and
narmony here so constantly present to the senses, cannot restrain a tendency
to philosophize, To no cne is this tendency more compelling than to one who
wanders amid the silence and grandeur of mountains, or alone, along the
banks of a sporkling strean,

I experienced very cold nights in this valiey and in the morning have
seen white frosts yet about nid-day 34 has been worm enough to swin in the
lovely pools nearby, I have been informed that this valley is 2800 feet
above sgea level which is oxcepticnally high for a valley.
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Now as regards food, I was very lucky to be able to procure from some

of those kind-hearted people who would share everything they have with

visitors, such things as home mace bread and butter, ffesh vegetables, ezgs

and the best milk I hove ever had to drink, I had a long distance to go.for’

them but it was worth while for the good health gained,

But alas! I had to moke up my mind to move on as time was passing and
there were lots of places to go to. On the last night before breaking
camp I thought I would like to sit near the camp fire till about midnight,
I had the good fortune to sec glow worms and fire flies dancing around the
trees and through the branchesj ond here comes the moonbeams on the river
and the moon slowly rounding into sight above the mountain tops, Fair
scenes} where the day and night made rival lovel

The following morning I got busy preparing for the high climb towards
the mountains and soon after my breokfast, I saw a man galloving on horse-
back to my broken camp with a bag of food, butter, sugar and porridge and
a bottle of milk, It was Mr, J. Mcliahon, an Irishman with a great hecaort,

T told him I had sufficient food for the whole way, but he said, 'You nust
take it, I om afraid that you might zet lost in taking this short cut, you
will need more food¥#, He warned me teo not to take this route but to follow
the road, I was glad of the butter he prought me and I drank the nilk, but
could not take anything clse as I had a full pack, In drinking the milk I
did myself more harm than good, for it made me feel off colour 'for about itwo
days, I learned the lesson not to drink so much milk after breskfast ond
them climb with a heavypack on a hot day .

Now with a load on my shoulders but a light heart, I had to say adleu
to the Goodradigbee wherc the enchanted bircs dip and sway where the lecves
toss in greeting or bend and whisner one to the other; and for the last time
T heard the clear fast stream shouting and murmuring, Some day I will come
to greet it again.,

Onwards I went and from a distance T saw Mr, J. Bluett on horseback
wgiting for me on the spur to give mec a lead, and most careful directions
through rough cross country to Mdunt Franklin, therc was no track to go
by so the compass was the- guide to the peak, So my good friend left me, I
was sorry to part with him, T folt sad for a while until I got ugsed to my
owWn company.

These two men of the valley impressed a stamp of human kindness upon
my heart fo- the rest of my life, Such men I had never before come across in

my travels,

Oanward I went to the mount with great anticipation and the realization
was still greater when 1 reached the peak, I arrived at the chalet at 3
o'clock and to my surprise found it open, So I entered, feeling curious
as to what it wes like, At first glance it had the appearance of o deserted
hut and was very neglected, I ,dearned later that the Canberra Llpine Club
had been kind enough to lend the chalet to the Royal Dutch Air Force for the
end of the winter and they were the last cecupants.

¥



3

e - - B e s e — - e - —

I had a lock chund and found much of interest,the first thing I noticed
were the ski-ing ooqters from various countries and next was a notice in hand-
writing as follows:= "We hove thic chalet open for members and if ~utsiders
come this Way"they are also cllowed to find accommodation here providing they
respect this placve, and also be sc kind as to donate towards tho expense of
this home,f

After reading this n te I began to fuel mere at home, First and forecmost I
got busy in giving the : laceﬁa clean up beth dutside as well as inside. I fejt
for the tige being it W\ s 'my own home, I nade a fire in the ver cod fuel
stove and the nlace lo- ked choerful agnin, I found all the best c*mforts that
I could wish and »lenty of good foed on the shelves, such as rice, prunes,honey
and army whe,t lunch bigcuits which aorc very,very DTeVlﬁuu thase days. It was

rather tempting and I holped myself, What a luxurious time I expericnced, with a
nice scft bed to sleep on, and no fear frem storme or roin,and above all there
was o Pliann in the dining r(om, such a preeicus instrument te come across in
the wilds of a high poak, I was able tc cxpress my fee llngs in the folk songs -
of my native land, It w-uld cbrtalnTy have been nmuch nicer to have had company
in this home, I feolt quite lonolv to be cn my own and was gl.d to move on
further to &ther uountalns. o e

Ginini and Gingera are ubout 6000 ft, in altitude,one can see lit,X scisuko
and enow patches quite clesrly and. Burren Juck Dam, It is ihe fiﬁeqt'uountain _
view I have ssen in N.S,W, I reckon the Blue Mts,are only third rate in Cﬁmnirlson
with the Southern Alps from a scenic point of view, The latter are supericr 1n .
numbers, in altitude, in form and becuty, This neighbourhrod also possesses many
streams, rich vegetation and hae lots ofwild 1life of all descriptions, butl of -
wild flowers I did not sce vory many, I wos told that if I had come about a
menth later,I would have scen them all out, To my regret I was tro early teo see
the dlfferent types of flora we get in other parts of 1M,5,W.

When leaving Mt, Fraqklln for Ginini one secs a most plcturesque llght green
patch in 2 corner of the decp valley at Brindabella, aurrsundcd by mcuntains,one
would imagine only asngels reside there. It was the most attractive picge of
scenery I had scoen for centrast in celour, If I could only paint what a Picture
I would have brought home, This patch is a cultivated paddock that belonoc to
Mr,Blustt, : :

Now on my return to the Cogter from the foot of Mt,Bimbeéri towards Canberra
I ended my :tour of the great Southern LAlps, Much intercst and pleasure I gained
from this walking trip and I weuld very much like to go thoere again during the
winter when everything is clothed in white, to see men and wounen ski-ing on
Mt,Franklin,te meet them ot the chalet and it would be 1ﬁterest1ng to sec the
country wnlch I have scoen in the summer scason,

Sc when I recched home I th-ught I had better write to Mr. Lnﬁe—Pn»le
the President of the Canberra Alpine Club .nd express my appreciction te him and
to members of the club for their kind hesvitality and trust in monkind, . If
therc were more like them it would be a better wnrld to live in,, I signecd
nysélf: a member of the X.B,W, .

¢
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RESUAION 1943 . - “Ubi"

Moorabinda, Heathcote Creeck, was again the site of & reunion - our 1943
gathering. After a shower on Saturday afternoon the threatening clouds rolled
away and we were vouchsafed a perfect nlgbt and day, Perhans fewer members than
usual were thore but we are happy to report more children and no dogs., Unfor-
tunately the President was not sufficiently well to be present thus creating.
for herself another, if this time unenviable record, We can imagine her
lying in bed gnashing her teeth and refusing all comforts but a constitution,

The camp fire was 1lit by embers from various other fires, Some came from a
new memberts fire and some from a future president's Qur work has not been
in vain as at least one new member must have mana red to get a fire Alight and
we trust that the identity of the future president was not revealed as it
might cause a poisoned-cup or -~dagger intrigue in the menner of the Borgias,
Bill Henley made a superlative job of the fire and the thrce checrs for him
were as hearty as well carnad,

Thtertainment was often in the traditionol imprompty style but none the less
amusingy good work was performed by one of the Yhas beens™ whom we rarely sec
except ot reunilons, while new members disployed considurable talent and came
mighty near to justifying their existence,

Qur pyjama-girl mystery would s.ve the local police fwom having to manu-
facture cases to kcep going for we had the additional complications of

(1) no body (2) nc pyjoma tope
Anyone seeing a girl susp:icted of wearing the missing tnp gshould pull the
communication cord,

One blushing couple were confronted by a bird which had appa rently been
down among the bull~rushes in the creek, Prophetlc; "gl1]l de s-me it's notl a
hill homean, We are getting the nizht a little clearer in our heads now and
reeall it as being distinctly zoological, Not only were we treated fo an
cxposition on the habits of bears but also the peculicy noisecs of a speciloes
of martin were roproduced most realistically,

Late in the evening I gravitated up to a sequestercd gpot (hoping that
the spots might not be growing eing gly) only to fiund the prophetic bird
LherL roosting, It flung its elf upon me with tender, truching helplessness

nd poured forth a tole of having bscome lost on its way from the camp fire to
ts nost, Ls it had come due north instead of duc wist and ten times <oo far
ig story would have sounded incredible even 1f adva anced by o bush walker of

o Y oo e f—J
2%
[0}

cng expereince, How:ver, considering the damage it had alrendy done during
he evening I decmed 1T advisable to conduct it to its ncst. We »ecked and
parted,

¢

The camp fire continued for hours after midnight punctuated by swims and
21ls at least, Iike a grod reporter I had my ear to the ground - in glumber,
vertheless I did hear that a certailn girl, starved no doubt for 11tul“ nips
2t tho cars of her bast love on foreign shores, bit a piece out of the back of
a member newly arrived from the Middle Eest, No wonder our poor gsoldicrs
have to be punctur:zd so often with a.ti-toxins,

Ttis n dorned chame finding fault with such a good show but why, oh why,

did the committee docide to forego thu damper competition on the day belore
the broad strike?

=g

+ O
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VEAT DO___YOU _ THINX 2

Jeck Debert writes:= I hcvoened To be sitting in the mesz after a very
heavy day, The mail read and enjoyed I glanced casually through a newly
arrived Sydney Bushwalker llagazine., My eyes were caught by ‘What do you
think?? by Alex, Celley, Do you mind if T fuule I take it that in the
interests of democracy and fair play these Tew lines will bz vpublis I
agree with some of the writer's stotements but one particular sentencs somehow
stuck in wmy gizzard (I haven't a héart), It waso In wars it is yo e}
leave the comfort of their homes to fight and dic for the comuunity,®

So I locked around the mees, Thers were fou:te:a nen present so I csked
each man his age, The sveroge age was 27,3 yeers and two men vresent wsrs
spccialiste both ovnder 32 years of age, Bverv one of the fourteen had lef
szoufort of their homes to fight, and if necd Le %o & g, Tor the communliiy,
their wives and femilies, Everyone of them would hate

C 3 Jack of them which would do
reait to a Friday night in the S.3.W, club room, I wouldm't like to say
lne tnege or youthful ideals even though they were aged,

to be called a hero,
there is still a glint in the cye of cvery man

1 don't think any of these men did anything to bring ths war on. I

have never secn them asking ycuth to do most of the dirty work, When it comes
to standing the strain cf the trials troubles and bombing, medical cpilafon

u» kerc shows the clder mzn ave stending up to it better than the youngexy

CaACS,

After all it may Be acked just how much has youth done to save itself?
Ask yotrsclf guite honastly what hive you done or dic you do to have o say

2stly make a sincere eandeavour to

; or re you all too interssted in your.
srgelves? Ifm in the s me category as you

»  Walking and 1¢fe was very pleas-nt.

from the front. Therc are a lot of young
up here, They {talk plenty and when this
ay in the running of things, They reel

e young and old ones who have stayed behind,
ig given every facllity to liw\ @ ulln

and felt "if youth has any worthwhile

o
in public affaire, Did aay of
improve the Lot of the comuni
hobby of walking or enjoyi 5 5}
all, I did no meore tharn any o o
But let ne isgue o word of Wirning
men, and old men, with young idcals
war is over they intend to have
they have earned it caqually as tho
lhey will be preparcd to mec youth
life and mzke 1ts opinions hea
suggestions, !

‘N

een given every opneritunity, Lt has let
¢ fool didea cut of yeur heads . that age counts
ld men with youthful encugh ideals to keoyp

e with b

-

—

Mmat do I think? Youth ha
iiself down, DBut get ri !
for o wuch, Thtrs are
youth voung, tyying t



_WAIL FOR VATER by 97568,

Here in VWazga Wagga
Green t} ‘ck foliaged planes

Sway thuoir strong leaves in the potent sunlight,
Roofs of corrugation '
Throw back the heat in the Sun-god's teethj
The powplars
Tremulouzly wish for crolness,
And the willows are sleepy and mournful,
Yesterday, lMagpics sipilled their liguid notes
From the roof above my window,
0! When will the rain come;
Winter and sharp blowings
The winde in thelr power,
And cold frosty morningsc

iT am elck of the suvammerd

The parched earth is crylung,

tEverywhere dist blowing,
Lnd cornstalks drVng,
Tellow and sere

Gront Jutumn raln, 01d Jupiter Pluviusi
Gently sprayed from your watering-canj

Softly socking,
Quietly co.-ling,
Silent

Deen sinking

ain !
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Does anyone know, and if they do, ,will they please tell us the maglic formula that
entitles a porson t9 cnter that exclu ive circle that talks to and even EATS with
o lecturer after the show on Friday nights. For months now, we have concealed
oursclves behind the FLAG, and watched these great peoplegstvlv1ng to deteect the
raised e¢yebrow, the half- Clo sed eyclid or the shrill whistle that night denote
the summons to the clect to come and eat with Lhe mighty,but no sign has been
cshown, We offer a Purple certificate for the first correct solution to thls
intriguing mystery.

Tsn't it nice to think that some Bushvalkers are so intercsted in the way
the club is run that they even comer in once a year simply to vote for the electiom -
of officers for the committee etc, oven 1f they don't know the people they are
oting for, So good of them.

And then there arce the people who come along on Genera al Mecting nights and
hold their meeting risht outclde the deor, in opposition te the serious folk
inside, Te understond thure is ovvtb a strong feslingiabout this. And richtly =o,
We really make less noise sutside, ’

Wonder what the Army feeds Bill Dourke on? Are they building him up for
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some speclal job do you think? liorrie Stenhenson was in lost weck looking fairly
robust in soite of ctrenuous efforts to enjoy his luvave, We belicve he has &
very ticklish Job up Morth, locking aftcr tho matron =nd glsters and even a

few nurseg in onc of the_bosgnralq
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FIFTZINTH  ANHUAL MEDTING

The Fiftcenth Annunl meeting wae on cnthusinstic and enjoyable gnthering,
There wns a good roll-up. Mony sto~d up at the back, scme becouse there was not
room te git, but many, we feel, eager not to milss arych* g, Cld neabnrs arrived
from near and far, and they nearly all had womething to say, Dorothy Iawry had
.o had throat, and could hardly tulrg but Frank Duncan and Wal Roots, the Vice-~
residente, were at her side and in good volce. The mere raisirg of the bone was
usually enough to gquell any mincr disturbances, :

Two new members were welcomed, Jean Thirgood and Stan Martin,
In moving the adoption of the annual report Dorothy Lawry sald that it

had been a difficult year and there had been, as would be expected in these times,

a slight reduction in mnmbernnac But it had been a better year in that we had
had the pleasure of welcoming some returning members, She regretted that the
V.,D.C. Guides and Reconnaisance Corps, formed in May, had been disbanded in
August, The conservation pesition was difficult, but the Government was sympath-
etic, Arnold Rae of the C.M.U. had left a legacy which would be a big help

in Conservation work, Some of the annual events had been abandoned this yea

due to the absence of so many members, The Committze had o good attendance record,

The el:zgption of Office bearers ond Committee followad, Here is a list of

thems— .
Pregidents  Dorothy Lawry.
VLoo Presidents Fronk Duncar and CGroham Harrison,

HQW,uéurct““V. Hleﬂ Galliott, Hoa,h_pu,SijgﬂLkwL Jess Mortin.
Hon,Treasurer: Doris Allden, Hon,Walks Secr st Alan Wyborn
Hon 69001 1 Secretary:s Jean qzrvey Hor, Mg1 SbLO Becretarys  Edna Garrad.
i fin Duncombe, Phyl ¥ hlte, TReg Alder Wal Roota,
Delogate ' Nuvin Byles DOTOuﬂy Luwrv9 Ray Kirkby,
(May Kirkby and Ston dertin to SlL on Committee).
Substitute .'edyra+Lop Delegates: Marie Kins ellm, Bill Hall.
Delepate  to Parks aqqnfl yvrnrjﬂf_Movbwﬁmt' Mrs,Hilda Stoddarik, .
SET

tea Waurie Berry, doe Turner, Dorothy ILawry.,
HOﬂ,nudlupf' Tom Rewny—Puyhu, Hon,Solicitor: Marie Byles.

In precenting her renort the Treasurer, Doris Allden, said we showed
o emall Uprofit" of £5,/9/8, She pointed out Lnat the loss of £12/2/L shown in
the accounts of the Social Commitiec was qaﬂpLy due to the Kiddics Christmes
Tusat and a presentation, In 1935, when there was a jarge revenue from the
Arnuogl Conccrt it had been decided to deblt these itema to the Social Committes
account, The mecting javc avoroval not 1o include these items in ths Social
Committee account in futuze,

A letter wos rveod from Charlie Pryde, vegretting that he could not ke
T ent, Charlie enlisted in the V.).C, Gui des and Reconnaisliance Corps and was
transferred to Guard duty when this was abandoned,

The qguestion of the privately owned land between Garrawarra and National
Parks (Erc area) was debated at some lenfht.
Frabk Duncan said that we might at any time be excluded from this area

of privately owned land, on which camping fee is already charged by the owlers,
Tt might bo possiblo to gol bhe co-operation of the National Fitness and Youth

L4
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ostels Movements in having the area reserved, Era would be a good site for

a hostel and National Fitness Camp, and Iforth Lra waz a good camplng spot for

walkers,

In supnorting the motion Alex Colley zaild that North Era and Burning
Palms were practically the only boaches remaining for campers, Campers would
not object to paying a few if it were uscd to support a park, Era was a very
good site for & hostel or Fitness Comp,

¥l

Myles Dunphy saoid thot the proposal would mean a road down to the beach,
It had once been proposed to build a country club on the larnd, this ftoo would
have meant a road and a tremendous scar on the hillside, Hostels or bunkhouses
could not be built without making a road. Bill Hall scid that if the whole
area were not resumed thea a ro 4 would be built to the privately owvned portions,
Reservation of the area would eneble the clearing out of the shacks,

Viff Knight ecid that we wore selfish in wanting to get rid of the shacks,
Sh:ick owners had a perfoct right to be there, as good a right as anybody else.
They had taken a great deal of troubkc to lump all the nccessary materials down
there and build th: ghacks.

s,

Relying to this Tom Herbert s-id that the selfish pcople were those
who allotted thomsclves a »lace wherc nobody clse could go. Bushwalkers did not
claim one gite for themselves, A hundred bushwalkers could use the scme site in
a year

Joe Turncr pointed -~ut that originally Bushwalkers had almed at moking
the whole of the area scuth of Notional Pork a primitive aroag & hostel would be
an encouragement to huts and would necd a caretaker, who would require o road, He
did not think ws could stop heotels in national porks,

Mouldy Harrison supported o suggoustion of Myles Dunphy to rccommend little
Gara beach (betweun Nth Ere and Garie) as a hostel site, He soid that the
Fitness Movemcent did not have much money and could not buy land,

g id that Mr,Byrnus;owner of the greater part of the land had
recently died and 5 executors would have to sell at the best price obtainable,
The buyer would buy for the god of his pocket, which would not be 1/- or 2/-

camp fees, but subdivision into building lots or for a Golf Club on bocrding
hruse, This w-uld be the Llost cqurtunity'of reserving the land, The Commomwecalth

N

Govorament might reserve the whele arca,

Marie Byles
i)
A
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The mecting decided to support Frank Duncan's proposal provided the
wholc area were resgumcd, '
Poddy Pallin eppealed for voluntecrs to lead yrungsters on walks and

instruct at camps for the National Fitncse Movement, He said that the lovemcont
th-ught the ideal perscn to be just wh't we think we would like to be,

A volunteer was called for to be Ascistant Federation Secretary, Beverley
Brucs offersd to do the Job,

i pay unl and play the game, Tte tsen boh again; and the lroasur.r has
57 ol wlanl roeecipt foams,
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THE go_ SILINTS oﬂ HE I”I"“RIOR PLANE"‘S B by Canopus

The inferior nlanets, Venue and Mercury, are nearer to the sun than the
Earth. and move faster than we. In the Jdiagram below, which is drawn to the
same scale as the diagram in the last issue, they are assumed, as before, to
start off in a row, In this yosition we could see neither planet as they
would be betwern us and the sun, After one month Venus will be well ahead of us
and will rise nearly two hours before th. sun. Mercury will rise a little over
an hour before the sun. After two monthe Venus rises nenrly three hours before
the sun, but Mercury has gone right round to the other side of the sun and
cannot be seen. After three monthe Venus rises a little over threce hours before
the sun (it has appecared to be nearly stationary as it travelled almost dircctly
away from us). Mercury has n,w come round the other side of the. sun and will be
visible in the evening sky, setting about an hour and a half after the sun.
After =ix months Venus is near the other side of the sun and will ropidly
disappear into the sunl's light. After o year the earth has gone round the
sun once. Venus has gone around about 1 2/3 times and is visibhle in the evening
sky. Mercury has made more than four revolutions and is visible in the morning
sky. The inferior plancts . are much brighter when they are on the g-me side of
the sun as we, Venus is six times as distant when it 1s on the opposite
side of the sun, The elliptic orbits of the nlanets are another cause of
variation in brightness,

At the present time Venus is coming round the sun towards us.  Soon
it will stnrt to move betwecn us and the sun and will disoppear again into
the sun's light,

PLANET PTRIOD OF REVOLUTION _ SPEED IN ORBIT
YEARS MILLS PER SLC.
EARTH 1;00 18:5
VENUS _ 0.62 21:7
MERCURY 0,24 29.7
1 month 2 months 3 months 6 months 1 year
DiveeTion of . /';-v—\\‘\
REal.T‘lb-‘s . (:“ //v /’\ ;/ 1, I,,‘-\ , \‘ \“
otation { WA SN
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IZTERS FRUL THE LADE AND LASIES,

We receivasd letters from the Iollowlng during February:-

Peter Allen, . BBV,
"L.7,0illiems CY.HCLA.
T,M, Hordy T CL MW,
G. Fell Y.M.C.A,
Eileen McIlaren Y, M.CLA,
B,J.W, Bvans ' Rucksack
Badgil Dickinson g.B.W,
Russell Kelly : YL H,CL A,
Jdaclk Deherd S.B8.V,
}WTER.ﬂ"LQN: I would like to thank the Services Committes for the parcels;

mogazines and pnotn that arrive from time to time, Believe me they are very
welcome, espocially the photes, I have quite a collection now and value them
highly, I have shown them to friends over here and og there is o good assortment
they get some idea of what Lustralia is like, Since lost writing I have been
to Scoticond, I went aleong with another chap.ond we had a great time., We stopped
ot a small village called Bucklyvie(??) about 18 miles from Stirling. The scenery
~is far superior to the Englash and next summer I am gelang back ag alqg Some of

oY
the tile the weather was not the best, The day we visited Loch Lomond and Ben
Lomond wag one of these and I am afrald we did not sce them to advantage. The

Trossack (or h)s were marvelous, we managed to borrow two bikes and rode over
them, The day was the best during our leave and the mountain tints and the
golour of the water in the Lochs woe great, Stirling Cq_tle, The Wallace
Memorial, were also visited as well as what i= reputed to be the lorgest grape
vine in Scotland, It is over 300 ft, long and approximately 50 years old. It
was covered with grapes but as the price per bunch was 9/-, decided they looked
better on the vine, I did not do any walking this time, tbe opvortunity d4id

not arise., I find bike riding a lot better, There is very little open country
like in Australia, villages arc close together, land is privately owned and one
must not trespass, L few wecks ago I man-ged to get an unofficial 48 hour
leave, Fourtecn of us were sent (on a Friday) to a nearby station te do a week's
course, Incidentally we wore flown down, there being 20 211 told in the plane.
On reporting early next morning were informed to report back at 10.45 on
lMonday. They gave us Saturday and Sunday to ourselves., Four or five cthers and
myself decided to visit Nottingham, I rather liked the place, It scemed 2 lot
cleaner than most Bnglish towns, The Trent wos very nice being lined with trees
on both barks. The rivexr was a Lot cleaner than sowme I have secn and in summer,
boots, punts etc, can be hirsd, Nottinghom Castle wa closecd to the public but
the grounds were open, There were one or two inte rest:nm relics to be seen but
otherwise it was nothing out of the box. The most intercsting place was a hotel,
It is eupposed to be the oldeust in England, in fact it dates back to the Crusades,
Legend has it that the Cruscdes stopped there to have one for the road, It is

a very gquaint place itsclf, From the cutside it is like a very old and small
house at the foot for a high ¢liff, On eantering,passages l.ad to rooms carved

out of the solid rock, Winter ic o pronching again, already the temperature is
dropping, We have had o fow frosts and one morning last week the ground was
absolutely white with it, Coal and coke is rationed but gust the same we have
plenty, If anybody starts talking about the beautiful Fnglish weather, tell them
it docs not exist, I havs Lesen here for 15 months now and all that time the
weather has beon awful. Vind ond rain pr:dominate, Now we are approaching
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the foggy scason at times visibility is reduced to less than 50 yards, A nice
bright sunny day is a very rare thing indezd.

LEE WILLTAMS: Since I last wrote I have seen quite a lot more of this
island and T should gsay that I have been most impressed by the gorgeous
butteriflies that abound in the mountoins. They're so beauwtiful that one could
not adequately express, or should I say, describe them, Their colours contrast
vividly, and yet, so perfictly, It secms strange that th:ore is so much

beauty where there ism also sgo much unpleasantness, (The next half page of this
letter has been coensorcd,)

o ¢

BASTIL DICK IW@L' I am wany, many mitss from Sydney, in fact it runs dnto the
“thous nq_, and my unitv is camppéd on the fringe of a sandy desert; the only
vegetation bedlng low scrubby timber and wmulga frecs, Wobter has been somewhat
of a problem and we arc supplicd from local bores which have been establisched
by the Engineers, We wore very brisht when we arrived in this arca as a fe®

"know-allsg® maintained that by sinking hnles in nahrby saltpans a qte"dy
supply of water would be obtained from scepage, Ixcitement was groat when
one of the holeg filled up ovornight with CTV”t&l clezr water but it was a
differvnt etory when it was found that the water was cxtremely salty, The
héat can be best described as ferrific and it is definitely no cxaggeration
when I T¢ll you that tﬂ“ temperature hag not been below 100° for over five
“weeks and often riscs to 1167, Still, it is not difficult weather as the

heat is porticularly dry and one ie 2ble to slcep well as thb nights are
generally crol to celd., OGOccasionally we travel about 50 miles to the coast
and spend about three daye in rest arcas, doing little but uifing? sun-

v
bathing and lazing. The living cuarters arc ou*lu by clearing the centres
of ti-tree clumps and building up the eides with brush. The result ig a
a cool gunyah which kee@s out about 50% of the flies, The surf is not to Ta
compared with the .8,7, coast but makes up oll that it lacks in that rer . rd by

being warmer and it is poscible te frolic all day in the water without bocom—
ing at all cold, UWearbky is a very small and quLdteQ fighing vlllage where we
are nearly alwaye able to procurc dozens of crayfish which arc sweeter than any
Jebsters or cribs back heme, Necdless to say; when the opportunity presents
iteelf we cortainly make “hogs™ of ouwrsgelves, The mein repret of the lads
is that they cannot get the beer in owrder o complete the feast, Life,
although semewhat monotrnous at present; is noveritheless boaroble and onc
can always look forward t» thoe future, dreaming of the day when once mora he
7111l be lying ot his cese in some sylvan glade, watching the smoke of his

ire curl lazily upwande; knowing alse that Lis moin responsibility has ended,
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is way to Melboutne last weck,
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sbert went through Sydncy on b
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Bill Burle ard Rory Leftes are Lok in Lustralia and have been on throe wecoks
loavo.
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IMPORTANT ~DATES

FOR IOUR
SOCIAL _ ... CALENDAR
April 16th Friday 7.30 p.m. Lth Watercolour Exhibition of

Australian Wildflowers from
the collection of Malcolm
McGregor,

it 30th M 8, O p.,u. MR, MICHAEL TERRY will we hope
be back from OuePanund and
will tell ueg that ”THQR IS
ADVENTURE IN C“VTRAL AUSTRALIA

May 2lst " 8., 0 p.m, Services Committee Night,
28th ¢ 8. 0 p.m, Illustrated Lecture by DIROTHY

BRIGDEN m”CAMPING WITH THL
ABORIGI‘L_.ES ~ FAR NORTH‘

[
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FOR _ALL _ YOUR __PHOTCGRAPHIC _ REQUIREMENTS

IR B e SRR - = e B N 1 4

and for

EXCELLENT _ DEVELOPING WORK
and
ENLARGING = S&RVICE

. GOODMAN ~__ BROS.

20 Hunterhstreets Sydney
(opp: Wynyard)

Tel, B3438
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