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plume, (Had I not called myself Lyre-bird who would have believed me?),
not until now written anything for the papcr,

taking over the Editorship of the Sydney Bushwalker, it has been my
obtrude myself as little as possible in its pages but rather to
others, espccially those who have never written for it before, %o do
the exception of one article, written I regret to say under a nom-de~

I have

But I would like in this issue to say that I have not attempted to limit

the scope of the articles submitted,

While I may not necessarily agrce with

the sentiments or ideas coxwpressed, I congider that these articles have been
written by club members, men and women of mature age and that the Sydney Bush-—
walker should be an avenue of free expression for members,

Owing to the exigencies of war, many people are unable to go into the bush,
unable to come into the clubroomj the clashing of stalwarts no longer checrs
our mcetings but the pages of the magazine arc still available for the spon-
tancous burblings of the irresponsible, the gauntlet~throwing of belligerents
or the calm refleétions of the more sober-minded,
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zlkes some umny bore
Lo ocetively in-
.

You may not like scme forus this expression uay
at U
ine, Uhnt cun I

you, others irritate you but remember, the writecrs are
terested and ask yourself - "hat hove I done for

BT g,

do in the future?™ TYou may be too busy to go wnllking, thor.
who can and walks articles must of ncceszgity bucome few.r., If thoe 5
vritten, There are many

to survive, other articles will have %to be v
apart from walks which concern bushwalking, of interest to some if
members and in which you might be something of an expert.

Criticism is welcome but this, whether favourable or unfavourasle., is
9

=
eless without co-operation. The magazine is yours, Don't only read it.
<
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TIE EDITOR.

M.B.3B.

A hard-worked member of the Federation's Conservation Subcommitioa
had got an equally hard-worked member of the Lands Depariment to strew the
counter with maps., They wore parish maps.of the Blue lMountains and her object
was to pick out as large an arca as she ducently could for the Deputation to

nlace before the Minister as suitable for rescrvation,

There wore some crytic penciliings on cne man,

e s

Oh, it's no use your applyi

n t
he said brusquely,"that!ll all be reserved for public recrcation.!
“Are you quite surc I couldn't get it for a farm?¥ she asked inrocently,
+Certainly not, you'lre only vasting your time,"
Yias he surprisced that she ssencd very pleasced about it?

s & result of the deputation there arc more nmoncil notes on those maps,
Trhey streteh from Rocky Tops, Xing Georgze, Bilnin to Vientworth Crzel, and they

Gl aa

ubrace the country south of Glenbrook to the arrararba,
< (&)

Trve, 21l that the Deputation has done is to get the lands earmorked
for concideration after the Wor, But it is gratifying to lmow that any one,
to fileh them in the neantinme, will receive no encouragencnt fronm

a

who wuants
tho man behind the counter,
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TASHANIAN HOLIDAY

Extract from letter from Jean Harvey

As you may guess, we had a heavenly fourteen days ia Tasmania and
crammed every day with as much as we could., Had guite an intercsting drive
into Launceston, what struck us first were the hawthorn hedges, of varying
heights from 3 to 25 ft, all in full berry and not much greenery about,
These hedges are used as wind breaks and are very pretty esvecially as they
are alternated with gorse hedges which at the present time are in full
yellow bloom,

Spent two whole days in Launceston, most of the time in the Cataract
gorge — not unlike Glenbrook in formation - with an amazing volume of water
roaring over the rocks, In one of the openings in the gorge, about half a
mile from the entrance to Launceston Harbour, the Council has seen fit to
cultivate fern pines of varying sorts, interspersed with the greenest patches
of lawn over which strut neacocks, not -a whit disturbed by human beings, -

The sides of the cultivated parts are set with hundreds of daffodils and the
Place must be a picture in the spring.

‘Visited the HMuseum, which gart from the usual collection, has a joss
house which was actually used by Chinese up the East Coast of the isle and
is, I believe, the only one in captivity. Brian tried to get a snap of
the same but the lighting was disappointing., , -

At 8 a.m. on the Tuesday morn we set off in the service car for Hobart,
"~ via the Great Lake, Went over some wouderful mountain country all well
over 4000 feet, and at 4/30 the car dropped us at Rainbow Chalet, Breona,
right at the top of the Great Lake, The snow lay on the ground and went to
our heads, we hurriedly changed and out into the wind to see what we could
see, Came in to lunch starving, wet of foot and frozen but only gave our-
selves time to eat and out again, this time to climb one of the many peaks
which surround the lake, The lake itself is a huge affair, so large that
you can't see across to the end - 130 miles in circumference, Our peak
gave us quite a goodly view and there we clambered about, mostly over .
slippery, icy boulders; all the afternoon and during the windy gusts took

L refuge on the lee sides of the rocks. Quite a little snow fell while we gazed

and gazed and we were very glad to get inside and dry off, Unfortunately we
had only arranged to stay one night and the car picked us up on the Wednesday
morn and took us on, :

We changed cars at a scream of a place called Bronte. It's a wooden
hut; a picture of a felldw in a huge sombrero lent the walls colour, It's
said to be the coldest place in Tasmania and certainly lived up to its repu-
tation,  Saw a huge mound in the distance, said to be Frenchman's Cap, all
glistening in the sun and welve promised ourselves a visit there next time.
On we went through some lovely bushland, ablaze with heath, shoulder high,
and lunched at Ouse (pronounced Oose please, just to be different) and then
crossing and re-crossing the Ouse River, through luscious green valleys and



"

grassy mountain (sheep country) into the lovely Derwent valley., It's so
lovely you just look and close your eyes and try to capture the picture for
all time,

This brought us through New Norfolk, past the Newsprint Plant, Cadburyls
and numerous other factories, into Hobart, the pretticest of cities, with It.
Wellington behind and its harbour in front. It reminded me very much of Sydney,
even the shops are alike though of course on a smaller scale., Hobart even
has ferries, small editions of the Manly ferrics and of course We went across
to the other side,

Visited the Tourist Bureau for information and had just left its portals
when we ran right into John Harvey., MNuch handshaking and talking ensued and
we became frequent visitors to the Harvey home, dJohn took us along to the
Hobart Walking Club and they arranged a walk up the Mount for Sunday.

Set off bright and early, clad in breeches and long sox, and half way
up (4¥10C ft, above sea level) ran into a snow storm which became a blizzard _
as we went higher, It was so wild that all ideas of reaching the suamit were
abandoned and we took refuge in the club!s hut not far below the clusive top.
Spent a pleasant two hours there in front of a roaring fire regaling and being
regaled and after burning the feet out of my sox (moral, don't play with fire)
descended from the mount in the lega only,

We were pretty tired and footsore, as you may well imagine but we wore
determined to reach the top, so rather unwillingly, though neither would
admit it, we caught the noon bus next day to The Ferns, about half way up but
around the other side of the hut from Sunday's climb., After lunching heartily,
we both tucked away huge mez=ls the whole holiday) we set out and after many
slippings and slidings in the drifts managed to make the summit, to be met by
a party of skiers and a howling gale, Didn't stay too long admiring the view
which was fragmentary owing to the mist (there's always a mist on or over
Wellington) and stumped on frozen feet to The Pines again, whore we picked
up the bus and in half an hour were back home again,

Tock several tram rides, including one in a double decker, These trams
are open to the four winds on top and sway and jump alarmingly —— quite a
thrill in fact to watch and see if the tram will ma%e the bend,

We spent our last one and a half days at Port Arthur, a recally delightful
place where onz could spend wecks on end, lovely old ruins hiding a hideous
part and the loveliest gums you could wish for, These Tasmanian gums have a
pinkish tinge in their bark and the effect is very beautiful,

— e e e e e = =



SPRING COMES TO AUSTRALIA

From "Sarth Gudred? by Jamcs Deva ny
. e ¢ o+ « o ¢ « o s o o0n the memorics shore

Of old Mediterrancan She did stand

Suddenly still, facing the south cnce more,
Her eyes softe ned with memories of a grand
Lovely and lone old land

Where the bush listened: banks whose blooms werce oler,
This beach without its birds, the unnested truec,
Whispered and waited all the wide bush ofer -
Thenrslowly south moved She.

Ah, then = theq 1t began -~

The Jjoyous mustering of her mlgrant clan!

The hosting swifts swooped in the upper air,
And snipes and whimbrels from a far Japan
Gathereds the turnstones congregated theres
Godwits,. ofer solitary’ ways,

From desolate, dark Lapland's bare,

Tce-bound, abandoned bays:

Out of the white unknownness of the north

Came arrowing forth

Grey plovers, knots and stints and sanderlings,
Sandpipes on brave, brown, impetuous wings,
From bleak Siberian tundras, many a one,

From frozen Arctic shores without a name,

Iit coldly by the midnight sun,

They heard her call and canme,

Her wild, world-winging retinue,. that led

With screams of joy her all-triumphant woy,

As eager children romp ahead

Calling on our too~laggard steps to haste
Southward She came, though fain to dally a day
Now here, now there,

Wayward and wanton everywheres

Even the outworn old Egyptian waste

Flushed faintly at her passing, for She shed
Loughter and light the land and ocean o'er;

In the blue skies above, white clouds sail'’d on before,
Till once again,

In midway isles beneath the tropic sun,

Her brightest couriers joined the train

0f their long wished for, long awaited one -
The brilliant .rainbow bird, the blue
Kingfisher, and thc shining bronge cuckoo.

Over the outspread isles to friendlier siies
And cagerly She comes,

Dreoming of hills whereon the blue haze lics,
Knowing :

Soon She will sce the old familiar gums,

Soon she will see the palms of Quecnsland growing.




THE BUSH _TELEGRAPH

by "HMumbedah'.

It came to pass about three ye-rs ago that a certain young lady lay
languishing between her blankets in the suburb of X, while her friend was away
on a weekend trip, It was a beautiful moonlight night and quite suddenly
there sounded the patiter of raindrops outside, On rising and going to the
window she found that no rain was falling and quickly jumped back into bed
only to hear the rain agadn, and taking fright, covered her hcaod with the
blankets! The bells of St.¥'s church struck ten,

O eE ew ot e e G we ™ g e em -

The afternoon was sunny and the air exhilarat ng o
to Clear Hill on that afterncon on "“the offici

reached, the walkers boiled the billy and gril
vegetarians in the party, thank Heaven < and s
friendly campfire, About eight o'clock, up came the moun
leader became uneaosy about the weather, On questioning the prospectives

(who had come unheralded) it was discoverzd that they did not cariy = tent,
notwithstanding all warnings about tellin the leadexr of their intontion o

be present on the walk, As they discussed shelter for the ni.ght, light rain
began to fall, not sufficient to drive the varty under cover, as they were
able to sit by the fire until about half pest ten. As with all goad leaders,
it was his resonsibility for the safety and health of his charges, and he was
indced preovccupied with the problem of accommodation, particularly as the

rain commenced to be of the horizontal type, being in a windy spot, Sardining
five into a two-man tent, the party put in a reasonably dry night, and awoke
to find the sun poking through the clearing mist, to shine forth in a short
vime and gladden their hearts and to soften the feclings of the leader,

Cn so on went the "official',

the party walked
Glen Raphzel

ing
weclo:
t teak -~ thire were no
L

td

al
led
aon

ot it happencd that the lcader and the certain lady had arranged to ene
ur to transmit thoughts at 10 P.x, that night, the leader being of the
that he would be in the responsive mental condition at ten O'clock lying
etly in his little tent after all had retired, but the campfire had proved
ractive cven with the descending dompness, and his uppermost thoughts (and
curses) were with the unexpected rain -~ yes, there was rain in those days up
there. Any thoughts transmitted by the young lady were Jost in the ether,
but it gocs to prove bevond doubt that the tronsmission of nessages 1s possible
in the bush today amongst members, a practifie which was and still is, highly
developed by the black-fellows whose country we enjoy. It is very inter-—
esting to note that the victorious result of a famous Jack Johunson fight in
New York was known in the Congo many miles inland before the nevws was tele~
graphed. As an adjfnct to our many bush~-waliing attridbutes, it might prove
a fascinating sideline if a fow of our members tricd out an experiment of
this nature and published their results in the magazine for mutual intercst
of the "leader" and the “certain young lady" concerned in the foregoing, It
is an essential part of the contract that absoiute peace and quietness should
reign as the two parties endeavour to "transmwit", otherwise noise and ehatter
distract the powecrs of concentration necessary to think of the other person
and nothing clse. ILet's hear how it goes}
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0 __DOGS

In the Junc issue "Ginger Pup" asked, “Is
tain ridges on the mountains are called !'The D
for scmeone to tell us, Nobody did, The preos
stalke, So we called in our extra-snicial revo
answer to Glager Pup's question,' And he went —
asked the question we thought we heard a faint w ring noilse as that wonderful |
auvtomatic filing system, locatcd somewhere betweoen Myles c¢yes and his right foroe-
finger, clicked into gear., (We suspect that this anatomical wondcr occupiesg the
space. devoted to bone in our own cranial cavity), Then Mylcs spoke, and the

answer came out,in perfect order and precision of detail, This is what he s-ids

g3'," Por two issucs we waited
ige of the "Bushwalker™ wos at
ter and s~i4 to him 'Go! find the
traight to ifyles Dunphy. As he
ar

Before' the reglon now known as the Wild Dog Hodntains w-s mapped there were
only two points nomad at all, These were th. Black Dog Rock (ot the foot of the
Black Dog track) and Mount Mouin. "ouin'" is ah aboriginal nome, the meaning of
which Myles could not trace,so he took it to stand for the original blackfellow,
The only other named place being Black Dog rock, and th: fact that dingos werec
very prevalent there, gave him the idea of naming the surrounding mountains and
ridges as different kinds of dogs, which might be imngined as belonging to the
Blackfellow "Mouin', So the mountains south of louin were called "Warrigal' (native
name for dog)'"Dingo',and, betweon the two,that flat clear little plateau,often '
|

m o

likened to.a cricket pitch, was namzd Merri-merrigal (Merriedog; gal=place of

many dogs), Thus native names for dogs were uscd for the nearby mountains., The
ridges running from these mountains to the Cox were named,starting from the Black
Dog and going west,as follows: Black,Red,White,Grey,Spotted,Brown,Yellow,Brindle, !
Blue and Bad Dog(cant get off this one)-Some extra spurs from these were named
Blue Pup,B3rindle Pup,Yellow Pup,Brown Pup,and Kelvie Rock. The gorge betwcen
Harry's River and Konangra River wos called Merri-Ganowry Gorge. .It means

the tribal ground of all the dinzos, But why, you may ask, amongst so many dogs,
is there a "Black Horse Gap?” This was namzd becsuse of an old Block Horse who
used to graze there in his old age, and come up against your tent for shelter
when the wind blew cold, :

This cxplonation would have satisfied a common Bushwalker, but not so our
super XX speeial reporter, He went further — to the Roots, and the Roots knew,
He knew how the Black Dog got its nome. One of the origin~l Carlons wonted a
route to take his cottle across the Wils Dog Mountains instead of right round
the big bend of the Cox, so he asked an aboriginal to show him the way known
to the natives. The aboriginal took him ud the Black Dog Ridge,and at the top the
perspiring Mr,Carlon exclaimed "Thats a bl-ck dog of a nlace"! Evidintly in
those days the lingua Austrelia had not got beyond the onc syllable stage,

Lind 1f this doesn't satisfy you, Ginger Pup, we refer you to Val Roots!
article in the 1935 Buchwalker Annual, If this is not erough we refer you to
the Mitchell Iibrary, and, if you wont to know aore, we refer you (in the words
of Stephen Leacock) so far that vou'll never get back ogain,



THE BUSH IN SPRING

Ray Birt,

"here fountains sing and many waters neet,

October comes with blossom trammelled feet,

She sheds green glory by the wayside rills,

And clothes with srace the haughty~featured hills,
She is the Queen of all the year. She brings

The pure chief beauty of our Southern springs."”

s one walks amidst the scrub at the present time, the above lines of
Kendall!s are bradught forcibly to one's mind, for October surely '"clothes with
grace the &aughty-featured hillsy, It is an re-—curring wondle: to me, that so miich
beauty can arise from such barrenness, Among the flowers that cover the slopes
with a veil of loveliness this month is Kunzea Capitata (¥ink buttons) named
after Gustav Kunze a botanist of leipzig, The flowers are in rounded heads the
petals and numerous stamens, the latter twice or three times as long as the
former, being a purplish pink, The stem of the plants have a spindly growth,

Patersonia Glabrata (Wild Iris) is named after Colonel Willian Paterson
who did very good work in Australian botany in the 19th century, The stem
of this plant grows to a height of 3 to & inches, with two rows of narrow
spreading leaves, hairy at the base, The protecting outer bracts are narrow
and from 1 to 2 inches long and 6Bten slightly silky-haired, Each flower bud is
still further »rotected by a small scaly bract and the flowers, purply blue in
colour, usually blossom singly, twisting wp and fading after a few hours.

Now weccome to the King of the bush flowers Telopea Speciosissima (Waratah)
The large showy head is not one flower but consists of numerous small flowers
which are closely arranged in alternate pairs on the thickened end of the stem,
Theflower buds are vrotected by small bracts and the whole head is surrounded by
large coloured bracts, which are a prominent fe-=ture of this species, The
flowers are on short curved stalks and the L petals are joined into an irregular
tubey split on the outer cide, through which the long curved pistil protrudes,
The L stamens are on the lobes of the petals which hold the end of the pistil
fast until the pollen is rife. Then the lobes open and roll back, revealing the
stamens and the released pistil springs almost uprizht, its end covered with
lightly clinging grains of pollen, Waratahs are very well supn»nlied with honey
and so offer a great attraction for bees, insects and the Honey-—suckle birds.
The name Waratah is of avoriginal origin., Telopea is taken from the Greek
Telopos -~ seen from afar — which is well named,for the conspicuous heads of
crimson flowers on the tall slender stems are a striking feature in the bush,

Boronia Serrulata (Native Rose.) The popular name evidently alludes to the

close cliister of pink flowers which grow on the end of each branch and have such
a strong aromatic scent, The nane is, of course, a nisnomer, but too wide spread
for correction. The specific name is given in descrintion of the resular saw like
edges of the leaves, which are almost snuare and about % inch long. They are regu-—
larly arranged in erect over~lapping pairs which mostly hide the stem, The edges
are saw like and the oil dots most distinct, Closely clustered flowers terminate
each branch and the four incurved petals overlap in the bud, The Boronias were
named in memory of Francis Borone, an Italian,who lost his life while nlant-
collecting in Greece, Space does not permit of many others which are ia bloot,
but the study of those mentioned will I am sure give great pleasure to him who
has eyes to'see and afford much needed relaxation in these times of stress.
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by "Canopus"

The diagramx below shows some of the more brilliant stars in the
Northern Sky. The stars, shown will be in the positions indicated at
9 p.m (daylight saving time) on Oct, 2nd,  The plan is a small scale one,
the highest star, Altalr, bteing about two-thirds of the way between the
horizon and the zenith (directly overhead)., The triangle joining Altair,
Vega and alpha Cygni (the brightest star of Cygnus) will help you to
pick out the remaining stars,

The constellation Cygnus (the swan) is directly North. To the West
of it.is Vega, the brightest star in the Worthern hemisphere, but dnly the
fourth brightest seen in the Southern hemisphere, It is part of the con-
stellation Lyra, Lyra was the harp Apollo gave to his son Orpheus, one of
the Argonauts. The muses taught Orpheus to play this sharp so sublimely
that ‘its melodies moved ¢ven the becasts, the trees and the rocks,  The
constellation does not look like a harp, Vega being the only bright star
in it, o

'The bright star Altair, is in the constellation Aquila, the Eagle,
Aquila was sent by Jupiter to carry Ganymede from Mount Ida:téoOlympus,
wherc he was made cup-bearer to the Immortals., Aquila is imagined as
flying across the celestial river - the Milky Way, Altair is one of
our "meighbours", being only 16 light yezrs away. '

To the East, and slightly below Altair is Delphinus, the dolphin,

This littlc group of stars recadily suggests'thc curved shape of a
dolphin (porpoise) lecaping out of thc water,

;ﬁ.Altair

N .. Delphinus

L4 -

Yorth

The Horizon
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AT OUR OWN MEZTING

A letter was received from the Rangers! le~gue invitiag any Club members
who would lik: to become rangers to join the League,

The Services Committce are short of Penguin books, digusts ete. and would
like members to send in any they can get hold of.

The Coast and Mounteoin Walkers are onposed to the corcction of a hostel
at Marley., It is their opinion that the structure will be inimical to the
walking fraternity and is not in accord.with the purposce of national parks,
The C,M,W. askcd our club for support in its opposition.

The matter was discussed at sonme length, Flo Allsworth told us that the
hostel would accommodate 20 people, that it would be fitted with beds and
cooking facilities, and was for overnight accommodation only, No roads would
be made to it, tracks only being allowed, Mouldy Harrison qucestioned whether a
building was permissible in a reserve for flora and fauna, but Morie Byles
pointed out that the National Park is for public recrcation, and so long as
any member of the public can join the Hostels movement, the hostel is per-
missible, The President said that the Federation anticipated a large increase
in the number of walkers due to the shortage of tennis -nd golf balls.

Lourie Rayner and Wal Roots thought that bushwalkers should take the lead
rather than follow late in the hostels movement, in fact Laurie suggested
sending a bushwalker to the hostel cvery week end to teach approciation of the
bush,

It was decided not to support the C.M.W. pProtest,

The Presid.nt drew attention to the subscription being raised by the
Club towards the crection of a funce at Gorrawarra, We have promised £10 and
Flo Allsworth is collecting. ‘

Fred Kennedy and Beryl Ernpglish were elected room stewards, for the cnsuing
two months,

FEDENATION NOTES ,

Several of the matters brought up at the last Federation Hecting were
discussed at our own half-yearly meeting and are repnorted in our own notes,

The new Assistoant Secretary of the Federation has resigned but her nlace
has been token by Miss Tony Day,

The Federation has decided to hold its Annual Canp again this year and
Fitzgerald's Creck, the same place as last Year was finally chosen., The
date 1s yet to be fixed., Wal Roots is the orgarnizer with the »ower of co-opting.

LosT, STOLEN oxr STRAYED!

Dunk's Dicry entitled "The Wanderings of Winifred" cannot be found and Dunk
can't remember who has it, If this notice should catch the eyc of the culprit -
well he or she will know wherc to return it,

o
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LETTERS FROM THE LADS AND LASSES

Letters this month wore received from -
‘ Geoff Higson, Bill Burke,
Jack Debert Betty Prude
from the 8§.38.7, in addition to seven letters from menbers of other clubs.

Jack Debcets's letter came to us from Northern Quecnsland where he was
waiting for something to take him to "places overseas"., In the meanwhile he
was thoroughly enjoying the beauties of the Forth “Only returncd two hours ago
from a heavenly two doy stay on Magnetic Island., Gkorious almost full moon—
light nights, Swaying coccanut palas, Perfect sun risings. Vivid Reckett's Blue
water. Beautiful bays with refresning wnter that never gets below 70° F. Silver
seas in the bright moonlight. Birdlife galore, All sorts of new vorieties,

Bird watching, Sun baking, swimning, just loafing. "allking for miles, Climbing
hills, Plant life is suver, Bougoinvilleas, poincianas, crotons of cvery con-
ceivable hue, pandanas, palms, kapok trees, at present displaying a pretty

yellow flower which lights up the country, scalyphas, Norfolk Isload and Hoop
Pines, gums, casuarinas, in fact everything we have in Sydney plus o hell of a

lot more, M

:

Bill Burke's letter had quite a lot of it cut away by the censor, here is
some which was lefis~ ,

"Apart from the training, 1life¢ here has been very uninteresting over the
Past six wecks, Spent a weck in Tel Aviv, during which I did practically
nothing. Surfing and sun baking on the shores of the blue Mediterrancan with
an occosional boating trip on the Yorkan river was about the sum total of it all,
I set off with great plans, a trip up country to Nablus,plus a day or two at one |
of the comnunity settlements, but a couple of days loafing in the sun took all
the cnergy out of me, The training at the moment is very intercsting, but the
mon with the scissors will only cut it out if T o tempt to describe it, so will
leave it entir.ly alone. The present comp is ever so much bettpr.than the Previous.
one, a bit of cdust when thc wind becomes a little Tierce, but nothing compared
with the s-nd that.used to blizht our iives, Leaving the s nd behind we also
left the fleas. Our mess is cloimed to be the best in the Middle East and I'm
inclined to belicve it, He's not a cook, he's o wizard, judging by the meals he
turns out. They wure ALl when the unit was full u?, but iow our numbers are so
small anything is liable to happen. About the only thing he hasn't »nroduced
u» to dnte is 2 coke and it wouldn't surprise me to sec onc of them. The worst of
the hot weather is over now, the nights grodually getting cooler.,. The rock melon
S¢oson has come and gone, They are lovely while they last; far better than tho
oncs procduced at home, but uvnfortunately the climate is so hot that the senson
only lasts from two to three wecks, However the waterizelons and the grasnes
are still with us, so we are not entirely deserted, The melons :re rot so
good as those back home, but we gorge ourscelves.on them just the s me, It is
great when out on o route march to stop by a melon match for the tén minute
rest period," '

E
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Geoff{ Higson says: "The training is very interesting but is only the
stort of things to come later, e have had one two day trek, one threc day
Trex, Test bushwalking on a war footing. The surrounding country is pretty if
token from a scenic point of view, but when you have to run up a mountain over
100C ft, high the scenery Ioses o 1ot of its glamour,




CHEZRING UP THE CLUB RUOM

"fittle Lulu",

We were thinking T and me that Something should be done about making
our Club room an 'ome from 'ome, that it needed o few femining touches, such
as a floral frill around the base of the blackboard. We thought VAfter all,
it may be tough not having a man around the home, but it's much worse not
having a home around the man', On going into the matter we find a surprisingly
long and somewhat contradictory list of requirements but never fear, all tastes
are provided for,

1. T. wants a lot of oddly shaped nooks and corners with concealed lighting,
' (so concealed as to be practically invisible),

2, G.wants much brighter lights and a chandelier coverced w1th those jJolly
little dangling prisns,

3. Easy chalrs for slecping in comfort at gencral mecetings, Ear pads to be
fitted at the back of each chair to shut out (a) neighbours who qhrt
snoring (b) talkers who become boring,

L, A revolving dome for the committee room with sliding panels for escape of
hot alr and so that the committee can improve the shining hour by studying
the shining orbs. Suggestion that dome already supplied by Roley,ruled out
as exaggeration,besides his only revolves at the sight of certain colours,
such as redheads (females only),

S As o long standing member of the N,0,C, I put in a swecial request for a
sound proof room for cither (a) the lecturer or (b) the Noises—off Club,

6; Coloured chalk for writing up walks, The walks secretary to use speccial
code (see bélow) thus woarning his fricnds (if any) as to character of
leader (if any),

ng.for "Time Bomb Bushwalkers® in fact for any early risers and late
Betters,

Green And how,

Purple., lLikes to languish lilylike omong violets and other pansies, on
soft green campsite by the river!s brim (sec Wordsworth etc) To

be tolerated in summer time only,

White. Believes that the S.B. Flannel flower is the white flower of a
spotless life, insists on washing sclf, clothes and billies on all
unimaginable occasions, Appears to be haunted by what ILady
Macbeth said to her dog "Out damned spot',

7 A revolving rim to the floor This starts to move automatically at a
reasonable hour, and ends in an escalator which tips you into the strcet,
Instead of long drawn good-byes from 10 till midnight, you simply step
(or are pushed) on to it, and all is over (fwhope).,

We have had to censor the rest but you sce the idea, we offer it free
of charge to such really inventive folk as "Glowworm" who might be able to
make o little pocket money bu it, in addition to the scid worm's already
enormous income from blackmail,
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WHAT DO YOU 7WHINK ?
CHARLES JONES replying to MUMBRADH i

One would expect that contributors to this magazine, having in mind the
present paper shortage, would at least acquaint themselves with their subject
before wasting half a pagée on personal abuse and useless destructive criticism
involving a subject of which their very words reveal their ighorance.

It is not my intention to occupy valuable space particivating in a wordy
battle as to the pros and cons of the Club's affilistions - least of all with
someone who hides behind a non de ¥lume. The club has discussed and decided -the
question of affiliation with the National Youth Parliaoment is scttled,

One point of the article under review calls however, for o word in reply,
Strange ns gt may scem to ldumbedah and his ilk I have no propriztary rights on
this organization, in fact have had no dealings with it except on S.B.W,busincss,

I trust that our friend, who flatteringly chooses me as a subject for the
somewhat venemous scribings of his doubtless capable pen,will in future either
acquaint himself with his subject or else "stick to wollking!,

MARTIE KIHNSELLA: _

"Mumbedah" is interested in Consergation, but he obviously knows nothing
of the aims of the Youth Parlicment or he would not so distainfully dismiss it as
an embryo Hitler Youth Movement, If, instead of burying his head in the sands of
mental crosion,he took even a slight interest in Progressive movements around hinm,
he would sec that the objects of his organization are to interest the youth of
Australia in all problems concerning the country!s welfare,

"Mumbcedah" stresses the importance of conservation, if he had a little more
knowledge of movements and their influence,he would realize that if he wonts
reople to become "ronservation conscious",all avenues of influcnce should be
explored, '

Perhaps the Youth Parliament is not particularly intercsted in Conservation
2t the moment, tut where we hove a body of young pcople who are sufficiently in-
terested in their own country and the problems that confront it to-day to give
time and encrgy to their consideration, would it not be wise to interest and in-
fluence them in the great question of Conserwation. Who knows that the delegates
of the Youth Parliament of to~day may not be the politicians of to-morrow?

WHAT DO _YOU THINK ?

PURITAN WRITES: .
BUSHWALKERS, VHAT IS EAPPENING TO CUR COMRADESHIP?

The "What do you think''? Scction of this Magazine was introduced to help
people to discuss puzzling problems and questions of interest to them, but it
is degencrating into a sparring ground for Personalities and rantings, ILet us
put on end to this! o

"The Club" has always siood to us as a place of good companionship, All
our political and other opinions were of little importance against the background
of Ldventure sharcd, of hardship endured together on trips. of the excitement
of cxploration —~ against our joy im the beauty of the bush in Spring, of views
among the mountains, of the extreme pleasure we felt in-wandering along shady
rivers in Sumier listening to the sighing of the breeze in the Casuarinas and
the song of the birds,

These are the things that matter so much to us; these are the fundamental
things that do not change thouzh civilizationsscrumble and Social systems faill

It is hard for thosc of us who can't go into the bush often now, to keecp
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our sense of proportibn, but the Comradeship of Bushwalking is a rare and precious
thing and it is worth all the effort any of us can make to preserve harmony in
our Magazine and in our Club.

MUMBEDAH writess _

Bill Hall hit the nail on the head in lay issue when he stated the personal
enjoyment of the member derived from walking was paramount in Club affairs. No
truer words have been written. There is a large percentage who have joined only
to gain knowledge of country otherwise closed to them and to enjoy th: social
getherings on Friday nights, but who are loth to accept an official position in the
club or lend a hand at a working bee, Others have joined because the club has
been a means to get into the bush to study say, botany and the like, but we don't
see them rushing as a Federation delegate, It is about time a lot of us rcmem—
bered that as a member we should inculcate the same club s»irit as our founders,
which is now sadly lacking, and push aside our self-interests, Our prospective
members should be acquainted that we are striving (and have striven) to hold
the country they will enjoy walking in if they become members, and that the club
does not want them simply because they are caught with the idea of wearing the
Flannel Flower, Good on you Bill, keep the flag flying!

—_— em en = e e

IMPORTANT _ DATES

FOR YOUR
SOCIAL CALENDAR,

OCTOBER 16th THE BUSHJALKER SERVICES COMMITTEE WILL ENTERTAIN.
(Friday) This will be a BIG GVENT, taking the place of our
Annual Concert,

OCTOBELR 30th - EPIDIASCOPE NIGHT

(Friday) Don!'t disappoint us, Photogravhers! (Tle know you won't).
NOVELBER 27th "FIJI TODAY", A talk by MISS ESME BROWN,

(Friday)

On Edna Garrad's Test walk along Kangaroo Creek a few wecks ago, no less
than three peonle's shorts developed serious and alarming splits, They were,
the very best pair of Ruby Payne=Scott, the second best pair of Ron Baker, and
the fourth best pair of Joan Atthill (swankl})

All this rcmember only THRIE MONTHS AFTER RATIONING !!!
What will we be wearing TWENTY YEARS AFTER 297

Let your imagination and your ingenuity run riot and come to the
CHRISTMAS PARTY (Club room, Friday 18th December), in the type of outfit you
calculate Bushwalkers will be wearing AFTER TWalNTY YEARS OF RATIONING. (Advt.)

DOREEN HEIMRICH,
SOCIAL SECRETARY,

[}

<



15,

WE HAVE HEARD.
The John Harveys and the Brian Herveys have becn wintering on the snow-
i o
-

sloPes of Mt, Wellington and have enjoyed the hosnitalicy of the Hobart Yallking
Club. The Hobartians too, have been feeling the pinch -~ loss 4T active walkers
through mobolization and the closure of their favourite eyries through lack of
petrol. (John Harvev has becn starting the Hobartians by wearing his shorts in
the snow, while the more acclimatized "Taswegians" appear in their breeches. )

Congratulations and our best wishes to Merie Urguart and Les Harpur -
who were marricd recently, Yie hove ILes will not be too busy in the new hone
to flatten out some dints in a pile of billies we've been saving up for him to
help in our austerity campaign.

Rita Stanford, tall and slim in her blue W.A.F,'s uniform was seon in the
club recently, She and Betty Frrde are at the same station but so far Betty has
not been able to manage a visit,

Others whom we seldome sece woré Arthur Salmon, paying a flying visit to
the city and Ken Matthews who has lost pounds and pounds and pounds, and is
thinking of having an extra coat made of the cloth not now filled up in his
walstcoat, . Being so0 fighting fit he threatens to come in and live: up the
monthly mcetings.

-
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SPRING IS _ HERE,

WY Battalion V.D,C. will consider themsclves a Japancse
lardirg force who have succeeded in landing at Ding Dong Reach
and tasker. possesgsion of the heightc around Trig map ref. 734421,
Y and Z Inf, Buttalions will attempt to dislodge them". So ran
the screcd, '

The Tntelligence Section was lcoking for a suitabli: C,Pip
(Cbservaticn Pogtl, "The end of this spur should ba oretty
g20d" gaid the Sargeant, but our thoughts alsal has strayad.
How could we hely it. All around Nature was saying '"I=t's
forget war =nd idroughts. Spring is heref, Tender green follage
was bestarred with flowers, Boronia of three or four varieties
like miniature flowering peach trecs, dylwinnias ablaze with their
yellow blossoms and shyly peeping from tufted crevices were
Black~eyes Susans. Every bare patch had cluups of wild Iris:
delicate blooms challenging the austerity of their surroundings.

Ha}] Austerity. That'!s the word, We!ll need it all before
we have dispelled the menace which threatens our homeland.

"Yes Sarge. This s»ot looks pretty good, Let's have a
look at the visibility from that rock over there',

x b d b's x

It is possible to mix a little bush walking with our war
cffort,

PADDY PALLIN,

CAMP GEAR FOR WALKERS .
327 George Street
SYDNEY

‘Thoric B,3101,
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