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TR QUL S T o7 SILENCE
The point of moon is past, outside: light is asleep;
brooding upon its perfect hour: +the woods are deep

“and solemn, filled with the unseen bresences of light

hat glint, allure, and hide them; ever yet-more bright

(it seems) the turn of a path will show them: nay, but rest;-

seek not, and think notj dream, and know not; this is best:
the hour is fall; be lost:

THIS IS THE ONLY REVEIATION;

whispering, the woods are bent,
BE CONTENT.

By Christopher Brennan.,
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PERSONALITTES & INCIDENTS MET ON ACT.3S COUNTRY TREK.
= By DOROTHY HASLUCK,

The lure of unknown tracks once more calling, Ray in whom names strike a
chord of response, was intrigued by the name 'Dampier Ranges™, So forth she
goes with a suggestion that we start from Moruya, follow the Georges Pack Trail
to Bendethra and traverse the Dampiers to Cooma. I &also being fired with the
idea, Ray immediately set out to gain as much information as possible, but in
spite of all her efforts very little was attained, of which more anon.

Arriving at loruya we were mei by very depressing accounts of the dangers
that awaited us, dingoes being one, until we felt we were about to penetrate the
wilds of Tibet or worse, However nothing daunted we set forth and at our first
camping spot met our first two personalities in the shape of sleeper cutters,
Whenever they finished work which seemed pretty frequent, they came along and
just sat on their haunches saying nothing; reminding me very forcibly of the

old man who when asked what he did all day said, "Sometimes I just sets and thinks

and sometimes I just sets", Well, these two just set as far as I could see
while Ray and I cast round desperately for topics of conversation, all falling
on the desert air; especially one on-vegeterianism, That was the only time I saw
any expressions on their faces, which looked as though they thought us escaped
luratics, .

Through a change of plan we crossed the Dampiers instead of traversing them,
thus reachir'g Can Eunice Station, where we were received with much kindness by
Mrs, Griggs, a most interesting woman., On top of doing all the work, cooking for
shearers, baking bread and making butter, she had achieved a very beautiful
garden, was most artistic and very well read, In the course of conversation
she mentioned that a Mr, Jack Woods had last Jear crossed Black Badger from
Cooma and called at the Station, You can imagine Ray's disgust on hearing thisy
as she was in the habit of seeing the gentleman almost every day and hadn't even
known he walked, Methinks he was a dark horse,

We left here with very warnm feelings for the occupants and broceeded to the
local P.0. as I wanted to send a wire, rather unheard of you'd think, when I was
met with "Whatever do you want to send a wire for?h There was then a wild hunt
for the one and only pencil, the mother finally deciding after about ten minutes
that the child must have taken it, All the time a long harangue went on about
the amount the Goverumment charged for its services, the effect of which was
rather lost on discovering that she had overcharged me, To cap all, after
making out the form, with a grumbled Mihy should I keep this?" she crumpled it
up and threw it into the waste paper basket before the outraged eyes of we two
business women,

Our next port of call was a small farm where we were to get directions for
a short cut, Short, did I say? These People were most hospitable and we were
very impressed by the self sacrifice of the wife, who though not in very good
health and with a great deal of work %o do, had put aside her petrol iron so
that she might do her share in the saving of petrol,

The next day was very cold and bleak and on calling at a house some miles
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further on for more inmstructions, the woma. «ith one look =t our bare legs said,
"O- come into the fire, God he help you", She then told us to continue on until
we came to the sixth house from where we could cut acrosg to Parker's Gap, and
thence on to Captain's Flat, We went on and on, the sixth house turning out to
be twelve miles away. By this time the short cut had run i.te 22 miles so we
decided to call it a day, as the Gap still loomed in the dist.wt hills,

The country is full of surprises, for as we were werding ovr woy throuvgh tiw
bush the next day, we met a bullock team driven by a boy wearing a iuz'e School
badges Aftcer o few hours walking we reached Coptaint's ¥lat, so called after a
famous bullock which had died there, Amidst all the miaing buildings and debris,
therewas one lone tree which Ray was quite sure must have heon the tres the
famous Captain had us:d to rub his back ngainst, as nover would it have besn
spared otherwisej the one spot of beauty amidst the desclation,

We concluded our trip at Canberra which was garbed in 2ll the beouty of
spring, forming a strong contrasi to Nature's beauty through which we had trelrzed
in the last fortnight, '

These are just a few of the personal incidents which, to me, 2dd greatly
to the cnjoyment of o trip, There is so much to be lsarned from contact
with people other than those we are m--ting every day, for it gives us a wider
understanding, the lack of which is . wponsible for much of the hatred and
strife in the world,

NEW = GUIIL.L

by #iC, CURRUTHERS?

When I first knew I was on my way to New Guinea I tried to conjure up all
the news I had heard and read about the place and could only remember sonee
thing about head hunters, I recalled hearing Jock Marshall lecturing one
night but I was very hazy as to what the country was like., Full of expec-
tations of something tropical I watched the dim distant coastline gradually
assume larger proportions and through the shimmering heat haze I discerned
mountains in the distance,

On a very hot afternoon we disembarked and I was very much interested in
the native population who seemed to be lying around in convenient patches of
shade. The scene just looked like a bush walker reunion after lunch, The
patives were only wearing ramis and showed well develop=d torsos, At first
glance they looked like women as they have large mops ox frizzy hair which is
usually adorned with a tropical flower - the frangipanni is very popular,
Their features are good and they are not what I pictured head hunters to be,
When spoken to they usually giggle although a number of mission taught boys
are always ready to do business such as washing of clothes or the selling of
banglcs, bananas, etce.

These chaps usually live in the native villages which fringe the shores,
Some of these are very picturesque: as they are framed in a grove of cocoanut



b,

palms., Pigs, dogs and piccaninnies roam around the huts and play together

in the dust and mud, Their dwellings consist of huts built on noles and con-
structed from bambos and woven palm leaves, They are rather cool to live in and
are weterproof even in heavy rainstornms, - The women do most of the work in the
camp and it is quite the usual thing to sec a kikenny chopping the wood while
the menfolk sit around yarning or smoking plug tobacco, The women mostly wear
only a grass skirt in accordance with the tropical stories., So far the natives
have been like bush walkers but when gear has to be carried it is always the
woman who does th. carrying, Rather a good idea I think, She uses a woven
dilly bag which hangs over her back and is supported by a hand around her
forchead, :

On first appecarance the countryside is very similar to our own State especially
on the southern coastal area around Gérringeng, Gum trees grow profusely and
intermingle with pandanus palms and pawpaw trees, In order to provide shade
the inhabitants have planted a very pleasant glade of casuarina treecs, Further
out from the town small peculiar shaped hills brezk up the coastal plains and
present some fine sights, Rocky knolls are a feature of the landscape and
combine with a mantle of grcen foliage in creating an impression of verdent
pastures, From a high wantage point a fine view can be obtained of a large
area which includes a few miles of coastline out from which lazy breakers fornm
a line of white foam as they curl over the coral reef, Small hills in the
imnediate foreground lead up to a vast mountain range culminatipg in the .mighty
Mount Victéria which rises to nearly 1&;000 feet and forms part of the Owen
Stanley Range.  From this same viewpjoint the wholc countryside presents a mix-.
ture of gresens as trees, bushes and grasses intermingle and provide homes for
numerous wallabies and bandicoots, Away in the distance a line of dark green
trecs denote the course of the Lalaki River with its rapids and crocodilcs,

Portions of this river are very similar to the Port Hacking .with the excep—
tion that now and again cocoanut and banana plantations remind one that he is
still in the tropiecs, Further upstrecam however, the whole countryside alters
and the river rushes wildly over huge boulders and between towering and precip- -
itous cliffs. That is in the mountainous region where some fine scenery rouses
the bush walker blood ‘and makes the photographer very enthusiastic,

It was in the mountains that Arthur Austin and myself spent a very pleasant
time chatting over past expericnces and admiring the scenery, It was the first
time I had met Arthur for two years so we had a lot to say to each other, We
dié not boil the billy although we "did enjoy & driunk from a delightful mountain
stream. that splashed down some rocky walls,. B o

It ie amongst the mountains that the Laloki finds its source and there are a
number of views that remind me of portions of the Kowmung, For the first few
miles the river falls rapidly and rushes over rocky bars before plunging for
250 feet down to a marrow canyon wherec it roars as it twists and . turns around
maseive blocks of conglomerate rock that litter the narrow defile, Patches of
tropical jungle growth are secen occagionally as vines and tall trees intor-
twine and form almost impenctrable forests, The whole area is similar to our
Macquarie Pass with massive rocky walls forming the sides of the valley.,
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Walking up here is not a very populor postime as the heat does not
encourage undue exertion, . There are pnlenty of nlacesiworthy of a visit but
off the beaten track the long grass hides pitfalls in the form of holes, rocks
and logs, There are numerous cruke and springs about but it is not always
advisable to drink the water as the natives cannot be trusted in their metho.s
of hygeine,

& few miles back from the town there ore some high spots - from where
views of distant mountzin ranges can be scen beckoning to the wanderor to
come and expldre. They look very interesting but so far I have nét been able
to go and have a look at them. Cauping in this area is very pleasant and
reaindced me of some of our week end caups around the mountains, Our tent

s situated in a very picturesque spot surrounded by~-—~trees and other. tall
chaps that grow in clumps, We enjoyed some very good cuns of coffee while at
this camp and I introduced the beverage to the boys, as we had fresh milk
and American ceffee the results were better than I expected, We were also
fortunate in being able to obtain bananas, paw paws, ftomatoes pumpkins and
swect potatoes, all brought in by the natives, It was quite the usual thing
to sce a native come to the tent with a bundle under his arm and say
"noospaper, Ue would immediately barter a few sheots of paper for his fruit
or vegetable and he went away quite contented he could go and roll a few
cigarettes and enjoy a quict smoke for a few hours before running out of
"noospapert, These chops can speak a little of our langugge but have some
amusing ways of describing various things? Most of the Bushwalkers will
remember the way they describe the cross-cut sow:- "Brother belong axe, pullen
him come, pushem him go, all time kai koi {eat) tree,m They are not always
so roundabout in their descriptions and il »roperly cducated and trained are
quite brainy and useful, I have met a few who could speak as well as wmost
white men and who were well cducated and interesting, They are very few,

however, most of the natives being simple folk who have a very anusing way
of laughing ot life,

Bird lifc around Port Moresby is very scarce, the most comron vigltor
being the noisy friar who certainly kesps up to his nane, ¢svecially early in
the morning when we are trying to get o few cxtra minutcs of sleens The
0ld crow roams around, unmolested, und malkes some very cousing noisces ot
appropriate moments, He 1s protected in this arca so he can afford to
say Hal Hol Haal

This description of Port lloresby would not de complete without souec
rcferences to our own conditions, Sleep is a very nrecious thing although
hard to cobtain, Owing to the hords of nosquitos, nets are csscutial,

This mcons that we spend wery hot nights in our nets and although strinped
off we connot stop the persoiration from pouring out of our bodies, Mos-
quitoes, flies and ants all present probleus but we still monage to smile
and teke it all in the traditional Aussic soirit, so I nust thank the Club
for ny previous training with my fellow meubers of the old days and I anm
quite happy in the fact that expericnce goined in the Australian bush

is stonding me in good stead now thot events have taken o serious turn,



Whether on the Bluc Mountains of New South 'i-les or the Mountoine of New
Guinea, the spirit of couradeship still prevails and all our trials and
troubles are well worth the while if we can keep our country free fron the
ywllow peril, '

GOOBRAGANDRA CAIPSITE.

For two days we had walked by compass course across o blank space on
a totally inadeguate tourist map, - We had tramped over trackless swamps,
camped midst snow drifts, becn confronted with a multitude of cattle
tracks, but always on our left were the lovely towering Bogong Pecks that
invited us to take our dircction from them and scened to be kecvping a
watchful eye upon us, Then we had come to the ton of the "Zigzag', an
anazing cattle pass that winds in zigzag foshion some thousand feet or so
to th river valley below. It was o stupendous moment, ,The map had
given no indication of the glories of that river valley, The river itself,
a silver thread, wound its way between green trees clad hills to the far
distance, where it became lost in the foothills of lovely misty blue peaks.
Here and there were tiny dots that indicated homesteads, and occasionally
the valley widened into fertile looking flots,

After a long time we descended to the river, An cxeclting helter
skelter stream the Goobragandra, that raccs over rocks and ropids and
swirls around the river bends in abandonmcnt,

In the late afternoon we rounded a band and were confronted with an
obvious campsite, Fron our feet ran o brilliantly green tiny river
flat, on the far side of which were o group of tall and stately ¢las,
whose autumn tiated leaves were illuninated by the last roys of the
sun, We had come from the bitter cold of the highlands to the compar-
atively baliy valley and as we made our camp in these lovely surroundings
we all felt I think that we had found perfection indecd,

E. GARRAD,

iyl



June 12
(Friday)

June 26‘
(Friday)

July 17
(Friday)

July 31
(Friday)

What! Not another
Prospective Muskell 7

The Voice of the Social Committee

Says

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING DATES:-

8 Pty

8 pom.

8 Polie

8 Pe«le

Reg Alder with musical background will
show his color slides, COME ALONG,

Annval Photographic Exhibition,

Mr,Neville Coyley will tell us about
"BIRD CAMOUFLAGE'" illustrated with
slides,

Club Room Party, ‘
Don't miss it ! ! ¢

MEET MUSKEL AND DAWN

Ah}! But Dawn is
Joe, she's bean
Palms lots of 1.

a walker,

to Burning
mes

B L




AT OUR OWN ILIETING

In the abscnce of the President, Frank Duncan took the chalr at the neotingi

The B.S.C. Photographic Competition winners were announcced, They were
Goorge Dibley, first, and Johnny Woods, second.

The main business of ths c¢vening was a discussion on Charles Jones! notiou
That the Club should send delegates to the Youth Parliament., A sub-committee,
appointed by the General Committee reported in favour of seanding dxlegates,

The sub-committee was of the opinion that the Club could thereby further two o

of its objects, those of establishing a definite resard for the wild life and
natural bsauty of this country, and of helving others to apprecicte these natural
gifts, '

In response to an invitation from the Club, the Youth Parliament sent a
Speaicer; Miss Morris, to address the meeting, Wiss Morris explained that the
Easter sessions of the Youth Parliament are modelled exactly on the procedure
-of Parliament, A number of Bills are presented and debated., At the last
session the Bills dealt with Youth Employment, Touth Education, Physical Fitness
and National Recounstruction, ILost December the subject of "Youth and the Inter-
national Situation" was debated, The Parliwmsent has decided to give every
support to the war effort and production, and is trying to get into active work,
Sonme of its members are now engaged in collecting food and clethes into depots
for the victims of the air raids. & Youth Drive has alsc been planned, The
Porliament always opplies to the Government in power for the implementation of
the acts passed by it(The Youth Parliament),

The meoting discussed the Youth Parliament at sonme lensth, Wal Roots could
not see how the Youth Parlianment could further the objects of the Club, He
thought that all our efforts might be needed for keeping the Club together,
and that the Club might defer the question of affili~tion till after the war,
Ray Kirkby pointed out that amongst all the Bills debated therc were none which
directly concerned the Club, The moin idea of the Youth Parlioment was to con—
sidoer social conditions, It would be hard to avoid having to further the ,
cbjects of some pdlitical varty., Our delegates might, however publicise the work
of the Bush Valking movement, Marie Byles was in favour of sending delegates,
She hoved that the movement might develop along the lines of +the European
Youth Movements., Walking and camping was an essential part of the activities of
these movements and they were responsible for bringing large numbers of people to
an appreciation of the outdoors, The question was, not "what could the Youth
Parliament do for us?" but “what could we do for the Youth Porliament(" Alex,
Colley said that the Parliaoment had o distinet politienl bias, and that the
cause of conservation could be better furthered by an independent body. Other
bodies, such as the N,R.M,A, and Parks and Playground movement had found the
sane, The delegates time could be better spent working through the Federation.
Charles Jones, the mover of the motion to sond delegates, thought it was
extremely important to put the conservation viewpoint to youth., He pointed
out that the Parliaoment was an cxcellent means of deing this, We might

Q
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also gain members by this means, He thought we should be ashamed of ourselves
if we could not, as had been suggested, find four delegates to give u» their
Easter trip and attend the Parliament,

The motion was then put to the neeting and carried,

e e e ey e me o

FEDERATION .~ NOTES

In renly to a Federation letter re the carrying of guns in the Xosciusko
arcea, the Chief Secretary said that there was already draft legislation for
the morerigid control of shooting in sanctuarics, If it could be proved that
there were few noxious birds or animals in the Xosciusko Alpine Reserve, the
case for prohibiting shooting in the area would be strengthened,

In reply to a Federation protest re damage to tress at the junction of .
Ulooloo and Kangaroo Creeks the Superintendint of National Park said "The spot
in question is away in the gullics, and not often visited by the Park staff,™

It was resolved that any walker making a map should subnmit o copy to the
Federation before making it publie,

The Federation adopted the report of the Committce on the Marking of
Tracks, This report will be made available o all clubs and sent to the
Department of Lands, Park Trusts and other bodies. It is a vory well reasoncd
and councise roport and the "Sydney Bushwalker" intends to publish extruocts from
it in the next issue. ' : '

b adults and & children were present at the Bouddi- Natural Park working
bee, 20 cypress treecs were planted, 6 firenlaces erected, a 5 ft, well sunk,

fences repaired, lantana cleared and a hut cleaned out,

The President, Mr,Oliver - Wyndhan, reported that, in response to the efforis
of the Bushwalkers Emergency Committee,a reconnaisance and guides corns is being
formed by the V.D.C., The Bushwalkers are to be allotted the Sydney area, which
extends from Newcastle to Nowra and inland to Bathurst, 31 walkers have either
promised to join the V.D.C. or work as auxiliaries,

- The work will be purely reconnaisance work, Groups of walkers will be
allocated to particular areas, and will be required to get to know the district
well enough to be able to guide men either at night or day without the slightest
difficulty, Girls will be able to help, but not officially, Rail warrants
will be provided, .

I R T
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CONSERVATION -

(13 How Timber-~Cutting destroys‘Forests.

By ABORES AUSTRALIS.

If in the course of our bushwalking we see a lovely group of frees,
blue-gums, for instance, and hear that timber-millers are going to cut it,
we probably get very indignant and do our best to stop the desecration,
From a scenic point of view we can probably judge better than most people,
But from the forestry point of view most of us are pretty poor judges,

What determines whether a tree ought or.ought not to be cut if the
forest wealth of the country is to be consarved and developed?

Obviously if a trec is tall and straight and has reached the full
limit of its growth, it is a proper Zree for the sawmill, and both the
forester and the sawmiller will be ggwecd, The trouble is that the saw-
miller very often wants to cut trees that have not reached the full limit
of their growth, These lovely tall trecs with another 15 or 20 years of
rapid growth are the very apple of his eye, They are also the apple of
the eye of the forester, and under no circumstances should they be cut
unless they are growing too closecly together, and of this the forester
is the ounly judge.

Among the younger trecs a certain number nmust usually be cut to allow
the others to reach full growth, But among the very young tress or
saplings the thinning must be done with very great care, for if they are
to grow tall, straight and branchless, the forester's ideal, they nust
grow closc together, If too many are removed the remsinder will develop
branchcs and so becone uscless as future timber,

Tall, straight and branchless, fully grown and perfectly sound =
that is the tyde of trec that nmakes good tinber, However much from a
scenic or soll-erosian point of view we think other trecs ought to be
conscerved, from the point of view of commercial timber »roduction, they
arc of little or no use, '

Are the bushwalkers! and the forssters! views therefore liable to be
in conflict? Possiblyl But with a little give and take on cach side
there is no reason why they should, for forcstry is defined to includc:—
Commercial tinmber-production, soil conscrvation and erosion control,
development and conservation of scenic values, recreation valucs, shooting,
game prescrvation, fishing, flora conservation, prescrvation of wooded
lands for the sake of having wooded lands in desirable proportion to other
lands, It ie true that in our State, where funds for forestry are so
linited, the first plays the largest part in the Forestry Departnentts
plans, but its officers assert that the others are not lost sight of,

(Next mounth: "How bush fires destréy our timber resources'),
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THE SCUTHERN o083

by CANDPUS,

.There are quite a few people who are not sure which is the Southern
Cro ss, and nany more who do not know where to look for it,

During the year the Cross makes a coumnlete clockwise circle in the sky,as,
in fact, do all the other stars, The circle it describes touches the Southirn
horizon and cones to a point nearly overhead, The centrc of this circle is
known as the South Celestial Pole, This is a point of some significance to
Bush Walkers because i1t is always in excctly the same place in the sky and is
directly south, To find this point draw an imaginary line from the head to
the foot of the Cross and project it three and a half times its own length,

At present the Cross is ncarly overhead in the carly evening, It is sct
in the Milky Way, and lying agalnst it to the East is a pear shaped black

space known as the "Coal Sack™, This is not a sort of black hole in the sky,
buta large mass of gas which obscures the stars beyond it, To the East of
the Crose are the two pointers, The brlghter of thesc, Alpha Centauri, is the

second nearest star to the earth It is 4,2 light years away from us,

To the 1n01ents, before a Cross had any significance for mankind, the
two pointers and the two stars of the Cross mearly in line with them, wore
imagined as th: four feet of the Centaur, Chiron, who instructed Jaqon and
the heroes in the -arts of peace and war. It wos scen on the horizon at
Jerusalem at the time of the Crucifixion, hu% wos not known as a separate
constellation until at least the fifteunth cuntury,

NOTE
(AND TO BE NOTED)

ALL YE WHO PRIDE YOURSELVES IN THE POSSESSION OF WTHOSE GOOD
PICTURES" BRING THEM INTO THE LIMELIGHT OF THE FORTHCOMING
EXHIBITION ~ "THE S, B, W, SALONY, —~ THAT OTHERS MAY AILSO
ENJOY THEIR RARE BEAUTY, IF LHE ARE ONLY IN THE NEGATIVE
STATE, BESTIR YOURSELVES TO ACTICINN AND PRODUCE THOSE
DELICHTFUL PRINTS THAT THEY MAY HOLD PLACE IN THAT ANNUAL

AND TIME-HONGURED DXHIBITION -~ TO MAKE IT NOT OWILY SUCCESSFUL,
BUT THE BEST AND GREATEST YET,

EXHIBITION DATE -~ JUNE 26th 1942,

FOR ANY PARTICUTLARS, CONTACT:-

JOHN NOBLEL
REG ALDER
ROLEY COTTER
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BILL BURKE

LETTIRS FROM THE TADS,

-~

From the lMiddle East, ILife over here has been very quiet of
late, Worl:, which used to keep us moving, has fallen off con-
siderably, in fact the business is practically in the bank-
ruptcy stage, and all guard duties, with the excention of the

- lines picquet, have been taken off our hands by an ianfantry

batallion, which has moved in, so our future in the Holy
Land is much brighter, The only fly in the ointment is our
CeO's, rather definite ideas on how the troops should occupy
their time, He beliesves in leaving us with practically no
time with which to get into nmischier,

NORRIE MACDONALQL From ilew Guinea, here are some excellent walks about

28 L4 L2,

GEORGE LODER

7‘3"'420

HEC
5-5-

up this way also marvellous scencry, of course punctuated by
native villages and the smell attached thureto, There is little
that I can say but the life has its moments and dog fights.are
quite exciting in the distance but not so hot when dircetly up
stairs, As for bombs, well I have bien close enough for my
liking although you get used to thom and only curse them for
Perhans making you dive for a trench, and unlike Sydney it rains
well up here and off times the trench is half full of dirty
water but who minds, many the times I have hugged mother carth
while she is enshrouded with about 6" of water not so hot.

From Ottawa, Canada., I am now in the final phase of my
training, Astro-navigation, and have only a few wecks to go.
"Life" is a very widely circulated magazine over here and you
hay remember we entertaincd one of its camcramen at a Federation
S. & R, weck—end on the Nepean in the summer 1940/41, I
recently saw an issue containing the fruits of Hank's (that
was. his name) sojourn in Australia and he had not entirely
overlooked the Federation, the pictures including one of a
beautiful blonde S,.B.W, all complete with rucksack,

CA3E§2ﬂ§3§ New Guinea, I have just met Arthur Austin who has returned

2.

Trom overseas, he showcd me a couple of photo sheets that he
had rececived and I was very interested, especially as I recog-
nised most of the nembers, It brought back old memories es-
pecially when I saw Rene Browme with the outside in mugs, Tell
Renc that we sure appreciate our mugs of tea up here and what
nugs - "Mugs as big as dinpers™, (Hee has sent a very vivid
and interesting description of tue country and life in New
Guinea for publication in tho S.B.W, Magazine, so look out

for it,)

By the way, Hec is now back in Australia, Gunner Anderson is
also back from Malaya wvia Palembang and Java,
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LETTERS AND NEWS FROM THE LADS:

Bob Savage turned up at the beginning of last month., He looked very
well and fit, and a ring of interested listeners gathered around him-to -
hear his descriptions of the real thing on the other side, 4 lot of things
went off around hinm but he was lucky enough not to stop any of them, A%
prescnt Bob is giving some of the troops at home the benefit of his exper-
icnees, so as to avoid casualties when they go into.action,

Irving Calnan came back from camp for a wezk end, He relaxed by going
on the weck-end test walk and caught the 1 a.m, train back on Sunday mornirng.
He ocxpectcd to get a good rest the next day, by mecans which nust remain
a nilit:ry secret, ‘ ‘

INTO THE DPURPIE

We led you astray in the last issue, by saying that Mrs, Dick Jackson,
was formerly "Cora' Henderson, Personally we like the name Cora, but it
seens we can't wish 1t on to anyone, and no doubt Mrs. Jackson would prefer
her own name which is Paula, so we apologise,

The Stork had a cross country trip to Orange a short Whilé'ago, with
a heavy pack, Delivcered the goods to Mrs. Hundt, whom we remenber as@wen
Clarke., The baby, a daughter, is everything a baby should be, we hear,

Reseublkes Gwan a grezt doal, is making good progress and will soon be

A nenber was heard the other night, wishing rather wistfully, that
after the War, he night have a Tank so that we could do some of the really
rough country, that country which strangely enough appeals to so many of
our Walkers., We have quieter ambitions for after the War, inclining rather

to the idea of g Sampon trip down the Shoalhaven with a few honourable
soul natas, '

We thought the high price of vegetables would have killed off our ret
vegetarians and were therefore surprised at the nunber of them in the Clubd

roon recently, looking so well that we suspect them of paying surreptitious
visits to the butcher,

Six nembers, including three Comnittee menbers, and two prospectives
went on Doreen Helmrich's test walk down the Grose, One of the prospectives
brought a quarter pound of coffee which he brewed for supper and morning tca,

The other prospective served the coffeoc to the party., A good time was had
by all. ‘ , -
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WHAT DO YOU THINEKS?

Ginger Pup wants to know:~ Is anyone able to tell me why certain ridges on
the mountains are called "The Dogs™?

New Member moanss- I have noticed that meny of the older membsrs of the club
do not turn up on Official Walks, especially Test Walks, and.as far as I can
tell they simply go for short saunters along comfortable tracks with their
friends, I understand that ours is o walking club and thereforc suggest that
three Test walks every year should be made compulsory, :

Block Billy writess We "0ld UNs" loved our camp fires, loved the music

we had thercat, Ballads of yoster year, Gilbert & Sullivan, Schubert and other
tuncful memorics, and the old club songs which now scem almost to have passcd
into the limbo of forgotten things,

Do the new folk have similor tastes? Do they know the melodies we
loved so well, and which blend so with the night song of the bush? For the
camp fires are not quite what they were, it scoms to me, Wherein lies the
change? Or am I out of step?

P2d-Up: Being o keen walkoer my two children have been no obstacle on trips.
I carry one in my arms and one on my back, although I have weak ankles, The
arrival of the third is disheartening, Vherc can I pht it? Glad of any
advice,

COME PEQPLE ARE SO HELPFUL!

A& letter for the correspondence vage —— or is it?
Dear Clarec,

In. reply to yours of Tuesday and returning to the subject of whether
I should write the "Social Gossip" Poge, or the "Nature Notes" for the
Bushwalker —- I am still somewhat in the dark as +o what you meant when you
said that nature was a more suitable topic for me to handle,

I think you snid that a Social Gossip writer has to write rather
scandalously to make o success of it - yes you did -- you must remember;
I was just stepping out of my bath or rather your bath and as you handed me
the towel -~ the perfect hostess always — you poked me in the ribs and said
"You'll mever be able to write scandal 4 — you have had too quiet a life to
have ever come across any" and I said "Phooey to you my dear, I may be an
elder member but I'm not as prim as all that,"” You see Clare, I could tell
that story about B. and her platonic friendship with S, which G.told me on

o
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Sunday night as I was dampseéetting her hair after a walk and then she quoted
Mencken as having written that "Platonic Friendship was merely sitting on the
fence waiting to see which way the cat jumped", and we laughed so much that
she. fell off the chair and I had such a job Picking her up that when I told
you, you said, "ell that just goes to show", ond I soid ""hat does it go to
show?" and you said "It goes to show that Sunday evenings in Syduney aren't as
dull as some American soldiers make out,™ By the woy Clare, you had better
alter my nom—de-plume from "Clubman" to "Clubwoman" - it might save some silly
idle chatter, -

Then my dear you go on and contradict yourself by saying that if the
gossip is too scandalous, the pcople mentioned such ng MG might object - but
don't you see Clare, there is more than onc MG" in the club, s0 no one would
be quite sure which one I referred to and the one whom it was would lie low or
she'd give herself away, and I think the other one wouldn't say it couldn't
be her for fear people would think nothing ever happened to her, It might
be taking o risk but you can usually count on the duplicity of most women ond
in some cases even triplicity,

Then there's my idea for a list of forthcoming marriages or impending

‘events,-— did I tell you what C said about some of those on the list ns having

been impending for o terrible long time, and the husbands being a long time -
forthecoming, I said I thought that she was rother catty for one co long in the
tooth herself, and she retorted that I couldn't be accused of getting long in the
tooth myself 'cause my dentures were wearing shorter if anything after neaxrly

two decades of constant use)——nice sort of people we meet in the club don't we?

On second'thoughts C:are dear,I think you may be right, I really don't
know much gossip and certainly nothing scandalous, so I'll have a try at the
Nature Study page instand, ‘ g '

Here nre. o few notes for the first ——ee—

MONTH'S NATURE NOTES ~——memmoem by GLOTORM,

The Species Hillus Billy Antipodeus, unlile its American counterpart
is migatory in habit and offers o fertile field of research for Nature Lovers.,

It's favourite haunts are hills, more hills and occasionally bosky dells,

At least once a year and usunlly in the month of March it swarms in large num-~

bers in lovely spots in the bush and performs strange rites around the newly
chosen queen, much as happens in the life cycle of bees, Such a swarming was
seen this March down Heathcote Creek, by one observer,

It is omniverous, compatable, and usunlly spotlessly clean in its habits,
while its song is "sometimes" very sweet ond free from halitosis., The nating
season extends from January until Xmas,

During the rest of the year -~ a metter of five or six days - it takes

| flight to its favourite eyrie, sometimes spelt Bra and there it tnkes stock of

its yeart'!s efforts and breath for the next,
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MELBOURNE STARTS A "MIXED BUSH WALKING CLUBY
Extracts from a letter ftpm'Dot,Engiiéh:

One Perce Woodman, whom you may have met walking with the S.B.W's on
occasion (he was at the Federation Reunion and has been in at the Club on a
few cccasions) has started a club here which is called the Melbourne Bushwalkers,
It's constitution is based on that of the §5,B.W!'s, and Perce grows lyrical
whenever he speaks of the S,B.W's and their friendliness and good sense, etc,
I an throwing in my weight behind this Club, and maybe the harpy future will
sec a Club in Melbourne where boys and girls can walk and camp together with- Iz
out their world taking seven blue fits about it. I went out visiting--- and
——— leading lights of the Melbourne lMens Walking Club and Melbourne Womens'
Walking Club respectively. Of course when they walk at weeck-ends they do not
do ‘trips together, I ventured to express the view that I thought it was a
poisonous idea to segregate the sexes in a prudish Mid-Victorian fashion, and am
afraid that the one called --- took it as a personal slight, However, onc nmust
be honest. I had been warned not to venture my disapproval on the monastic
system of the Melbourne Walking Clubs, but alas I couldn't keep my tongue still
when the honour of the Bushwalkers was at stake, Forward the Lipght Brigoadel
and other hunting expressions! I can see a lot of fun nhead in the future, e
are toying with the idea of getting hold of a Club room for regular meetings,
and of starting o monthly magazine, both of which I think are very strong
factors in holding a club together,

Fron Swzabne Reichard in U.S.4A.

What T miss most herc in Wew Orleans is the lack of facilities for
outd?or cxercise, New Orleans is built on the Mississippi delta and therc is
nothlng bgt swanps all around ~ you cannot walk at all, Then the facilities
for swimming arc very poor - g lukewarm and dirty lake and two city pools and
that is all. No nice clean ocean with white, sandy beaches to sunboke
on. Iith summer coming pn in this moilst, sub-tropical climate you can
imagine how I shall sigh for our Sydney beaches, They say that it is hot and
steamy and never lets up night or doy for weeks on end, The Gulf is g

hundred miles away, : ' o

e e e e e e ol e

¥rom the "Sun Tree Book'——- o

The trc? which moves some to tears of joy,: is in the cyes of others
o?ly a green Fhlng that stands in the way .-~ But to the eyes of the man
with imogiration nature is Imagination itself, As o man is, so he sees,'

e ey e
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OYEZ ! OYEZ! 'OYEZ !

THE VVALKS SECRETARY CRAVES ATTENTION!

In the spirit of "the Club nust carry on'" many memboers have
volunteered to lead Walks,-though in some cases they are attached to
some organisation such as N.E.8,, Red Cross ctec, which means that they may
be prevented at the last nmoment from leading their walks, This makes
it impefative that those desirous of joining walk give reasonable notice
to leader, If the leader tells you he nay not be available, phone Walks
Sccretary (F.X,7019) during the week, He will tell you whether the walk

is still on, or name the substitute lcader,

L T L S,

ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION

on Friday, 26th June

Have you planncd your exhibit yet?
I you haven't, let Tony Goodman advise FOU, Bring your
negatives along, and we will talk thea over, IM11 make o

fine job of the enlnrgements,

You know cesseesecas
TONY GOODHAN,

GOODMAN BROS.

20 Hunter Strcet, Sydney
(opposite Vynyard)
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PANTIGCG BUYIUNG

The Bushwolking froaternity (through long contact with
the bush) is far too level-headed to indulge in any such'anti— _ .
social activity as Panic Buying, but Paddy wants the S,B.7. |
to be even nore self-sacrificing, He appeals to all good o
walkers to make their precious camping gear spin out to the
utmost, Materials arc scarce and likely to be scarcer; they
arc reserved for necessities and conforts for the Forcos and
Public Safety bvodics, Therefore, if you can make your old
pack or tent last out a little longer, do so; Paddy will be

plecased to repair it,

Newcomers to walking can still be assurcd of getting

most of what they require ang they are welcone,

PADDY PALLIN,
327 GEORGE STREET,
SYDNEY,

'PHONE: B,3101,

C ~y,
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