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EDITORIAL.,

We are in a congratulatory moodf We would like to congratulate the Club
on the completion of another successful year; the officers and commities on
having so successfully handled the good ship "S.B.W." throughout that year;
the secretaries on the Annual Report; the incoming officers and committee on
their eleclion and chances of having a busy and interesting ysar; ourselves on
our past achievements and future prospects; the new members on joining the Club...
No, perhaps we had better not congratulate anyone on anything. ‘Wo might miss
gomeone really daserv1ng of congratulatlon, and bésides - space is.very limited,

Readerd,y the’ Tigers have been criticised; . the Tigers heave been hurt; the

- Tigers have appéintsd Gordont Smith as their spokebman and have replied to that

criticisme "The Sydney Bashwalker” published the criticism, it now publishes '
the T1gers' reply, and leaves the whole matter to you, its readers, to form your
own oplnﬂonSa '

Weo do not want anyone to be hurb by angthlng we publlsh, but we do welcome
controversial articles as proving the interest of membsrs in important matters,
and as being useful in keeping alive the critical spirit which is the very breath

. of democracy. Kally round, O Democratsi
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@ | .0 _A " SAD TAIR

by Gordon Smlth.

Once upon 2 time a party of c1v111ans sat goggle°eysd on the banks of a
wild river drinking in the beauties of their new.found solitude. Suddenly they
sprang up aghast as two tigers slinked ('slinked® is showa in the Salmon dictionary
as the past tense of the verb 'to slink' (0.E. slincan to creep) silently and rapidly
along the.tracks Before their nerves had recovered from the shock ten more of these
faroclous animals were in tnelr midsts . -

Now these. tigers had come a 1ong, long way, constantly sw1mm1ng nivers and
moving along the rough stony banks until their clawa were blunted and the pads
of their paws soft and tender. The journey had been calculated in asccordance Wlth
a rough schedule and in spite of unknown and- ‘unforeseen obstacles each night: 'had
seen the obJectlve gained. G;ngra Creek had been selected as the site of this
night's camp but it was still a long way off, the day had been hard and some limped
wearily along the: track.

Long deprived of thelr natural food, they hed lost the tastoe for human flesh .
and anyhow the civilians lookead a poor strlngy ict. 8o thay 5puLe klnuly, exchanging
the usuval colirtesies. of thouy who meat in the buzh while oné sleek’ young tigress with
horny pads providsd a vegetarian with’ 1nformation about a distant . céuntry, The civ-
ilians suggested uhoy should play a -game "of "Ringie, ringis, Rosie" or "Kiss in the
Ring" but owing to 1ack of time the- tlaers were forced to dccllne.

. 4As theé tlgers allnked away the civiliang.pursued them with unmltlgated accusa~
... tions of phvs1cal hypocrasy = not to montion e raspbsrry., What could be the

;. mental at&blllty of those who slinked rapidly through such picturesque country?

But these inexperienced civilians overlooked the fact that the tigers were now
on 2 good cow-pad in familiar country. Dozens of trips had hardened their muscles
so ‘that they moved quickly without missing the beauties of their surroundings. The
orange~tinted bluffs called softly "Glad to see you again" while every bend of the
river brought back happy recollections of days gone paste They had swum hers or
eaten there, mistaken this ridge for the Gingra Range or killed a snake Just about
that spots The shallow parts of the Bulga Dennis Canyon had been selected for wading
with 2 éareful pre-knowledge while the various orange. tlnted bluffs Werse seen and
named almost befors they came 1nto v1ew. , N Fone ﬁw,

Some of the goggle-eyed civilians mlght never v1sxt the river agaln, but to
the tigers it was the very breath of life. They lived for those nights beneath
the stars, and the happy comaraderie of the long days spent pioneering new country
or revisiting favourite spots the beauty of which had boen indelibly engraved on
.their memoriese Not for them rules and regulations or even leadsrs. Decisions were
mde in accordance with communul ‘desire and as a result their trips in the face of
almost any obstacle were inevitably successful in every sense of the worde

While the tigers were resting at Gingra the civilians passed on further
downstream and it wes noon next day before they were overtakem just as they wers
approaching the mouth of the river. The day was hot, the going rough and it was
exasperating to.sec the "enemy" flash paste. A primitive desire to plug an arrow into
the intruders fllled their savage breasts.

All unaware of these murderous sentlments the inoffensive tlgers greeted the
others cheerfully and passed at a moderate rate. Had they knownt how their little
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feet were aching each would have taken the hand of a civilian and led him over the
rough rocks or even perhaps changed his napkins But ignoranee is bliss.

This sad tale is nearly at am end. The final scene is set in the haunts of a
psaceful creek one day later. The now footsore beginners are having lunch when sud~
denly dhe band of tigers appears on either sides of the cresk smashing boulders in
halves, pushing over gum trees and showing a crusl delight in breaking down all
natural resistance in their haste.

The two parties didn't meet again; and just as welle The civilians would havs
been shocked down to their very marrows. It was like this.

"One of the tigresses sprained her hocke. Now she wasn't a bad sort even if
she did snarl a little at times so it really wasa'it fair. But the tigers were in a
hurry and couldn't wait for one limping membsr so they killed her and as she was plump
and it was lunch tiwe, made a very satisfactory meal.

But the tranquility of the stream had been disturbed. Even the running water
received such a shock as to make it scewpor back upstream. With the sudden.initiative
8o characteristic of all their dealirgs, the tigers pushed ovar eleven gum trees and
gach jumping astride one, were swiftly.carr;ed'uPstream, over a spoi, called the
YRuined Castle", and dowm inte the Jamieson Valley. -

There we'll leave theme No doubi they'll get' their just deserts some daye
BESULTS =~ 1939 SWIMVING GARNIVAL

A1l races were Sehyands‘ o
Men's Championshipe ‘ Bill Whitney 1; John Woods 2.

Women's Champiombhips : Doris Christian 1; Joan Savage 2.
Men's Handicaps Bill McCourt 1; Bertie Whillier 2.
Women*s Handicaps Molly Asiridge 1; Phil White 2.
Men's Telegram Race) Open to Ossie Brownlee 1; Arnold Barrett 2.
Women'ts Y¢ ¥ 3} Visitors Win Svonson 1l; Dot English 2. .
Visitor's Handicap - Men JeSvenson and Bob Woods..dead heat.
Visitor's Handicap - Women Win Svenson 1.
Balloon Races ) Men Les Ballen 1; Bertie Whillier 2.
{Open to Visiters) Women Win Svenson 1; Doris Christian 2.
Diving Championship = Men . Ray Bean 1; Bertie Whillisr 2.
Piving Championship = Women Doris Christian 1; Joan Savage 2:
Tiving for Visitors = Men Fred Svenson 1; LauriGeieececes? 2
Diving for Visitors - Women Jean.eeeees? 17 Win Svenson 2.
Rescus Race {mixed) Brian Harvey) 1; Ossis Brownlee) 2.
_ Jean West ) Joyce Trimble )

Underwater Swim -~ Mbn Bob Woods 1; Rege. Alder 2.
Relay Race 100 yards for the

Mandelberg Cup ) Audrey Wilkins and John Woodse:
Peanut Scramble -~ open to Visitors. W, Whitney l.
Plunge - Men Bertie Whillier 1; Alex. Colley 2.
Plunge - Women Doris Christian 1; Dot English 2.

Breast Stroke - Men Brian Harvey. l; Perce Harvey 2.
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MHAZYBLUE"

The Story of the Blue of the Mountains.
by Bill Mullins.

Once upon a time ages and ages ago, hefore the mountains were covered with that
mantle of blue we know so well, every tree which grew was of a most exotic colour.
Trees of every conceivable shade grew, even black ones and white ones, but yet no
one variety was more numerous than another,.

Now, in the great forests in the mountains, which you will remember were foresta
of various coloured trees and quite different from what we know to-day, lived many tiny
gnomes ahd elves. 'So fond were these tiny creatures of the c¢clourings of the various
trees that they decided to form 11ttle groups and thersby make allegiance with the
particulkr tree of their fancy. mhus there grew up many groups, as many as thers
were different kihds of coloured trees. And becsuse of this, there arose between the
gnomes and elves a terrible jealcusy and they burnsd with a fearful hatred of each
other. It became the sols object of the elves to outstrip the gnomes in the cultivas
tion of the trees under thsir care., and this was z ver ry gad thing, because these little
people had been life long friends, only to become enemies over the keenness which arose
and the feuds which sprang up from their jealous behaviour. Day and night they workasd
at their trees, transplanting the young, covering any exposed roots, pruning and lopping,
and always caring for their trees.

The cheerful amity which had existed between them was gone now and a sourness
gradually pervaded their simple little natures. The great forests too secmed to catch
something of the unhappy spirit, and it made them moody and sad, just as the mountein
streams and foregt brooks also became.sullen and sluggish, losing the spirit of glee
and asparkles So, in this forest world which had become so sad, even the sun starts
and sunbeams could find no” flittlng ‘shadows™or’ laughlng waters 1o chase or play.

Elves and gnomes lived now only to prolong their unhapplness 9nd w1ﬁen the
breech .between themselves = they: who had, once .been firm firicnds., -Joy had gone from -
their livegs.. This gad state of affalrs\meant one- th;ng = that graduully elves: and
‘gnomes would wear, out. their; llttle llves, living. and dying 1n a. state, of perpetual
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Now, the fairies who watched all this unploasdhtnbss with tear laden eyes realised
that to.end . 21l this stupidity.on the part of their little. frlends they would have to
evolve a good seheme, clever and far reaching. in its effects.»A 5

: The only thlng to do, said” somebody, was %0 chqnge "the colour of the trees. Do
thls, and the root cause of thelr unhapplhess would be removed. Fantasulc thought -
change the colour of ‘the trees.' It was a “sky falry ‘who sugcested this, a timid 1ittle
fellow, called by his frlends Hazyblue, as fltful and fllghty as a llght beam. _“

The older falrles asked very. respectfully - they were alw%ys full of respect,
gven for the fentastic - how this was to. be done, because, surely there was no subsiaonce,
which theéy knew of, in quantities sufficient for the purpose. :The only thing in groat
‘quantities which they could handle.at ally: and which could be used:for the purposs, wus: .
dusgt,y but,this was'useless as the.rain would wash it off.

How was it to:be done, they asked agaln’ Basy:it was to.devise 'a scheme but.
howy how was it to be carried out? ' Hazyblué, the-little sky falry, told them how he.
meant to~do 1t, wzth the ald of all the sky fairles.,- o :
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Some days before the nexi full moon, he, with as many of his friends as “could
come, would ascend to the. Hllky Way and there, amongst the stars, awzit the full
moone In the cool of the evening on the day foellowing the full moon, all the sky
fairies would endeaveur t0 unravel the mazg of stars which held up the sky, the blue
sky, in it's silver chain. It would be no easy task, trying to find a way im tha
labyrinthine tangle of the starry bonds, but, with such a nobls cause as thalrs, they
must succeede Once the starry bohds were unfastened the rest would be easye The sky
would be theirs - as much blue sky as they could pessibly want.

And so the day after the full moon had risen, in the quiet of evening all shot
with the glow of a setting sun, the fairies camey bearing down much of the sky befors
them, It sank down ever so softly, almost imperceptibly, so kindiy did the blue wix
with the soft shadows of evening, mingling with the tress and floating far down thai
gulf which is the vastness that lies between the moon and this ezrth, gifting into ths
valleys and rolling down the loang hlll slopes, to become part of ths very soul of the
mountzins,

All night the fairiss workad; guided by the light of the friendly moon, sc that
by sunrise much of their work had been donee Already about half the height of the
trees had been changed in coloury, only the tops retaining their sxotiec hues,.

Their task ended for the day, the fairies had wany laughs as from the tree tops
they wavched the cranky faces of the little forest men, which changed at times to openm
moutheg awe at the strange phenomenon that had affected their treess At times the
1ittle people becams awfully mixed up, so much so that elves were seen %o be tending
gnomes*® treess and gnomes tending elves'! trees. Continually, to avoid such confusion,
they would have to peer up into the tree taps in an endeavour to ascertain if they were
working on g tree of their allsegiance.

So the scheming of the sky fairies went on; the gnomes and elves were really
too busy to realise what was taking plsce and feverishly continued their work, mixed
up ag it all had bescome. ¥or a wesk or mors the fairies worked by night until the
moon had wansd. And then they discovered a wonderful thing. They.found that the
more sky they pushad down to the forests ths deeper was the colour of the sky which
came in its plaee, and the supply seomed limitlsss. Another month came by and on the
full moon the fairiss were up amongst the stars again trying to unravel ths chain,
which, wonderful enough, always fell back inio the same maze, 0 easy now for them to
solve. After two months their work wase completed.

As far as they could sse, the whole world was blus, a bsautiful, soft, friendly
blue that seemed to join the esarth with the sky ~ sometkinz more beautiful, more won=
derful than over thay had dreamsd was possible for even fairies to make.

The poor Znomes and elves remained utiterly confounded; they could noi make it
cut at all. As their interest in the trees of their alleg_ance grew c¢old so too did
the {laming hatred which they bore to each other graduzlly diee Luckily they must
have retained some of their natural good qners and bumour for very socon they real-
iced how petiy had been their behaviour a another in the past. Wiser judgment
prevalled and, after a2 great council, elj d gnomes decided to use 2ll their ensr~
gies in tending all tress with no dlstlnetlcn betweon them.

Well, it might be asked why it is that even to~day some of the tress are
totally different and individuale. Fowever, even this wonderful acheme was not per-
manent, for the elemenis marked their signs onm it effectively. In any storm a
lightring blaze easily pierced the blue, perhaps to leave its marks on & silver gum;
or again in the coastal forssis it was the flame tree that sprang from where the blood
red rays of the rising sun peeped over the Pecific shorss fo pierce the bluos And s
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thunder blast perhaps rolled back the blus, allowing a purple storm cloud to lip
through and kiss the trees, leaving ite mark in purple, just as the sharp showers
of singing raim in the days of spring drip through the blue to wash the lezves of
the groen trees clear mgain; and the gaunt yellow box gum bears ihe murks of the
yellow orb of the sun which, on those hot, dust-lzden dzys of midsummer, glowsrs
through the heavy dust haze, scorching the very earth itself.

The scheme as you can see, proved by no means permanert, but the fairies had
achieved their object im bringing back happiness to the 1liittle forgst people, and,
unwittingly, they have givem 1o men a great joy im the interminable blue of the hillse.

And little Hazyblus seems to live still, for who hzs not seen him dabbling
his quick little hands in the star maze of the summer heavens, unravelling the
silver chaim and joining it up again just for the lova of it.

SOME LINES
Found by Stoddy when rambling in the English lakes District.
Writtea by “A Poet of To-Day".

So follow the rozd over the Billtop and down,

There'll be a meadow znd bushland and ridgss of brown,
There’ll be dawns when the earth is a~quiver with light,
There*ll be friendship and iaughter and campfires at night,
<he shine of the mountains, the gleam of a sail

And home like & star == at the end of the treil.

It is rumourad amongst the mugwumps that a certain soup~chower
with a jail-breaker-cum-bucancer leer and a mobile abdomen has
made his last will and schedule. Hig final instructions

to his executors are said to be "See that nothing passes us on

the way to the cemctery."
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EASTERY -~ that magic word to all Bushwalkers &
Four glerious days indeed, and never to be forgotten === I F ===
you kgwp a photographic record of thsm &
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~ The Leica Photo Service takes this opportunity of wishing
you "Good Walking", over Easter, and on your return will be very
happy to render you the best photographic serviee you can obtain,

AND DON'T FORGET

your films --- we can supply all sizes of Agfa Films -- the best
on the market ! '

D D A SR AT S G2 a s e B e G T T S W e . P ot o o

107 discount is allowed on all developing, printing and
enlarging work to members of the affiliated Bushwalking Clubs.

- T = 0 = e - - -

THE LEICA PHOTO SERVICE

"Kvle Houss",
31 Macquarie Placs,
SYDNEY.
'Phone B7485.
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FEOERATION NEWS

) Among the interesting matters dealt with by the Federation Council at its
long meeting on February 24th = or by its Honorary Secretary in correspondsnce during
the preceding weeks = ware the following.se

Thy owner of the land at the junction of the Warfagamba and Nepean Rivers was
located and has been asked by letter if the camping fees charged ars being demanded
with his authority, or not, :

Mr. S. Merrin of Toowoomba, who recemtly visited Sydney for the Jamboree and
met "The Bushwalker, No.2", applied for and was elected to Associate Membership of
tho Fedcration.

The Conservation Bureau reported that there is no access to or from Lilyvale
Station except on sufferance through privats property. It was resolved thet the
autherities be asked to resume a strip of land to give foot access from the station
gate te the Carrington Drivs.

The Conservation Bureau also drew attention to ths fact tha® access to the
Nepean River from Emu Plains has hsen closed through the extension of the Prison Farm.
Protest has alrsady been made by various local interests, and the Federation decided |
to support the Bluc Mountains Shire in this matier. -3

The Garawarra Trust has raised the foe for Permissive Occupancies to £2.12.0 p.a.
and the casual camping fees to 1/6d perinight or 2/- per long weck-ends The Bulli
Sh%g@ representatives on the Trust have given notice of motion for amalgamation-with

D% ¥asional Park. ' The Conservation Bureau was asked to take any steps necessi?y Yo
~"6Ppose: Any suggesiion of fusiom with The National Parke. - . -

..-<The Conservation Bureau's Report also contained word that the possibi¥ity, of ob~
$aining Maynard's Farm had been investigated, but they are unwilling to sel¥ or re-
linquish it in any way. . o : T T

Mark Foy's Ballroom has been engaged for. Tuebday,- Aligust :8th, for the 2988™ :
Bushwalker's Ball; Mrs, Hilds Blunt has bsen appeinted Honorary Organiser; and she will
be assisted by 2 Committee compossd of represemtatives.ef the.varicus affilizted clubs.

Porhaps the most interesting business of the evening was thé éxplanation.given’
perscnally by Miss Crommelin of her revised plamn for a flora and fauns réservation
and nature-siudy library in the Patonga district. B5he has purchased 6 acres adjoining
the present Reserve for Public Recrsation and Flora Protection, and intends to- gs=
tablish the library, and = native plant nursery, on this proporty. From here she
will be able to care for the Park to the north-west and replant wherever necessary,
and she asked the Federation to support the application which various bodies interested
in conservation have made at her suggestion that the portion of the Park lying south
of the new road to Patonga be re-dedicated as a Reserve for the Preservation of Aus- °
tralian Flora and Fauna. The Federation decided to support the application as re-
quested, and to write to the Ministéer for lands requesting the regazettal of the area
and that it bs placed under the control of spscial trusteés, ome of whom should be
Miss Crommelin, and recommending.certaim:maiiers for inclusion<in the rules to bs
drawmn up for the regulation of.ithg)pas N ' S

No wonder the Federation's‘ﬁSnﬁ%agfgkac}éééry,.Mr;-c;ﬁiéhfgﬁﬁ?;tsj;hétgfied the
Gouncil that he has rcsigned frome thé“Trust of: Bouddi Natural Park ".ewing to o
pressure of work"{ Notifieatidn of his.rékignation was accepted with.regrot by the’ -
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Federation Cquncii; which was his pominator, and it was deecidcd to recommend Mr.
Oliver Wyndham for appointment as his succossor.

At the request of Mr, J. Debert, conveyed by the S.B.W. dalegates, the Fedsra-
tion decided to write and comgratulate the authorities responsible for making the
oxcellent new foot track from Tallong down Barber's Creek which gives much easier
access to that part of the Shoalhaven River.

Also at the request of the S.B.W. delsgates, all delegates were asked to
bring before the notice of their clubs the fact that the bottle on Clear Hill has
been broken and the records it used to contain have disappeared. It is hoped that
if sufficient publicity is given to this matter the tracing of the records and
their return to Clear Hill may result.

And so ended four hours of solid work by all members of the Federation Council.

CLUB __ GOSSIP

Ex-President Tom Herbert, who is now President of ihe Federation, was haled
before the Annual Meeting by Retiring-President Maurie Berry, who expressed the
appreciation of all of us for the years of splendid work Tom has done for the Clubd
and the Federation. Maurie also presented Tom with a wedding-present from the Club
and, on behalf of all members, wished the Herberts long life and happinesse In
replying, Tom said that - as a good gas man « he would probably have to lecarn from
-"electricity engineer Debert" how to use-the electric reading lawp =-- and then he
went home without the bulbl

Of course Scotty Malcolm was down from Newcastls District for ths Re-Union, but
we learned to our sorrow that he has now been transferred to Grafton, and wiil be
away off there permanently. We hope there is lots of good walking country round
Grafton. If Ian finds it, and lets his S.B.We pals know of iit, the peopls of that
district will be opening their syes at parties of bushwalkers carrying huge holiday
acks.

There was a Re-Union, so0, of course, the Rootses left Brisbane and came
to Sydney for their aninual holidays, the whole family of thems They arrived in
time to attend the Annual Meeting {where Wal. was soon working hard as a Scrutineer)
and spent s weak gadding about Sydney seeing various of their old friends before
heading for the Mountains once mors. Alas that they had to return to Brisbane
before Easter!




FINAL REMINDER

}2. Intending students are reminded that the FIRST AID CLASS starts on Wednesday,
d2th April,and will be held at the George Street North Ambulance Station. It will
last for ten Viednesdays and will cover the usual St. John's Ambulance First iid
Course, plus some additional instruction to meet the needs of bushwalking, The fese
is the usual Pive Shillings (5/-) and in addition each student will need an instruce
tion book and a triangular bandage.

Those interested in this class shotuld enrol at once with Mouldy -~ Mr. L.G.
Harrison to the uninitiated. '

VELAN" ;. PROOFING i
Have you heard of Velan proofing? It is the latest triumph of the chemist.
Proofing renders fabrics water resisting, without waking them air tight or altering

*the fesl. This of course is achieved by a number of processes, but the extraordinary

[

thing about the Velan process, is that the treated fabric may be washed, boiled or
dry cleaned without affecting the water réhiéting qualities of the material.

Velan treated material is thus‘suitébie for shower proof clothing such as
lumber jacksts. N ey

!

Paddy has Velan proofed Japané~ih‘avkhaﬁf'ébibur. In a short while, navy blue
and natural will be added to the range. The cloth may be bought by the yard (2/9)
or made up into jackets or what you will.;_“:

-Midgot Tent.

Paddy has g new.tent to.show yous; It.is no roomy mansion, but.rather an, .
improved waberproof sleeping bags A miniature proofed tent with a_sews, in floor
of & proofsd sléoping bag with a ridge cord in the roof, as you wills ;I is designad
for him who camps by himself. Weight is less.than.2f lbs. for bent. snd sewn in
groundsheete - .. . . .- R R P R Er P S A

C : Fs A. PALLIN,

P PN FUNNNEE EETE I R VI P RSe 327-;Georgé-'.Stree'b,'f;.v5¥DNEY- SRR

YPhones .B310les . . 1. 7, (oppe Palings,
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AT OUR ANNUAL NEETING

About a hundred members attended the Eleventh Annual Meeting -- at least,
there were 94 there while the Minutes of the last one were being read, and after
that our reporter was kept too busy to count the late arrivalsi

in addition to ~-

Adopting the Annual Report and Financial Statements for the ysar ended 3lst
January, 1939, as sent to all membors;

Electing Officers, Committee, and Honorary Auditor as listed on the back
page of this month's “Sydney Bushwalker";

and Making two Alterations to the Comstitution in the terms of the
Notices of Motion given: '

the meeting en 10th March, 1939 ==-
Welcomed two New Members - Miss Astrid Lansberg and ¥r, John Harvey;

On the nomination of Mr. Ossie Brownlee {(retiring Room Steward) elected Mr.
Maurie Berry {retiring President) to be Room Steward for ihe ensuing moath;

HEeard Jack Debert announce that the Re-Uniom would be held the following day,
and Surnday, regardless of the weather (which was still foul);

Resolved that the ANNUALSURSCRIPTIOK should again be Ten Shillings (10/-)
and the Entrance Fee 2/8d; {Yes, all Subscriptions are now due, end Ron. Eddes is
the man who is issuing receipts this year).

Learned that the Melbéurne Walking Club's hut on ¥t. Donna Buang had been
burned down in the recent bushfites, when the picture of The Bluse Gum Forest present=
ed to them by the S.B.W. was also destroyed; and resolved to replace this picturae.

The meeting also resolved to send "The Bushwalker, No.l" and “"No,2" to The
Alpine Club of Cgnada, from whom the S.B.W. had received "The Canadian Alpine
Journal", a2 very fine publication.

From the Correspondence members prosent lsarned that =+

Arthur Salmon is visiting New Zealand, and Harry Lee is spétiding his holidayé in
Hobart, and other parts of Tasmania;

that Cora Dunphy is once more a member of the Club, but Don.Peterson has resigned,
and so has Kath. Meckay, who is now living in Townsville, while Les.Douglas, now of
Brisbane has been transferred to the Non-hctive Members® List. Another old friend,
Bill Chambers, who has been in bad health for somes years is now well along the road
to strength and happiness again, and has rejoined the Club as a Non-Active Meubere.
Later he hopes to be able to tremnsfer to the Active List. This is good news.

From the Federation Report it was learned that twe of the Trustaeecs of
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Garawarra Park have given Notive of Moiion that at the next mpeting of the Trust
they intend to move that the Garawarra Park be fused with The National Park.

The Meeting was umanimous that everything possible must be done to prevent
such a fusion; thers was considerable discussion as to ways and means, and it
was resolved THAT letters be writtem to the Trustees and to the #inister for Lands
protesting against the proposed mergery THAT the lotiers be sent to the Federation,
and THAT the Federation be asked to forward them on if thought advisable. Ths
bushwalkers®' representaiion on the Gerawarra Park Trust is only 2 out of 7 slthough
but for the bushwalkers there would have bees no park, but on The National Park
Trust their representation is none out of seventeens

The election of the Social Committes and the consideration of the proposed
reservation on Heathcote Creek were laft to the Goneral Committes for attention,
and the meeting closed at 10.50 pem.

From "Death Comes for the Archbishop™ by Willa Cather;

"When they left the rock or tree or sand dune that had sheltered them
for the night, the Navajo was carsful to obliterate every irace of their temporary
occupation. He buried the embers of the fire and the remnants of food, unpiled any
stones he had piled together, filled up the Boles he had scooped in the sand. Since
this was exzctly Jacinto's procedure, Father lLatour judged that, just as it was
the white man's way to assert himsslf in any landscape, to change it, make it over a
little (at least to lsave some mark or memorial of his sojourn), it was the Indian's
way to pass through a country without disturbing anything; to pass and leave no
trace, like a fish through the watery or birds through the air,

"eeseseThey spent their ingenuity in other directions - in accommodating
themselves to the sceme in which they found themsslves.

"seseeeThe l2nd and all that it bore they ireated with consideration; not
attempting to improve it, they never desecratsd it."

From "The Ruc-sac* Vol.4 No.l = the magazing of The Rue~Sac Ciub of
Wellington, New Zealand;

"There ie something to marvel at in the glories of Nature, and in the
crass stupidity of menseces"

This writer was referring to the actions of white men,
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Using Jack Debert as a loud speakery the Re-Union Committee announced
that the 1939 Re~Union was “going to be different",and the sound of that announce-
mapt weg.hesxd guem boyord the ends of the earth.

Now, when the members of the S.B.W. received the word thik the Re-Union would
be held at "Morella=karong" on March 1lth and that it was going to be "differgnt",
many of them shook their heads sadly and felt that the Re~-Unish Committee was right,
for there would certainly be no swimming, and probably no washing, z2nd mybe a good
deal of trouble in getting drinking-water} for all the creeks of the district had
stopped running weeks before, ard the droughi atill persiste@éad.

Far off, in a coel grove of the distant heaveus, reclined the ancient.and
honoured god whom the old Romens worshipped as Jupiter Pluvius. To him, thin and
~c¢lear, came Debert's voice announcing that "the 1939 Re-Unioh is going to be
Aifferent", and ths god smiled to himself at the offrontery of men, those puny
creatures who told themselves, and each other, that they could arrange their own
aff2irs, could organise things that would be "entertaining", or "improving"; or just
"different". And the great god was vastly amused by the antics of mankind., Then
again the thin, clear voice reached his ears, and the Rain God thought -

"It is marvellous for a man's voice to carry to the ocutermost ends of the
hoavens. He must be a2 great man whose voice carries so far; it would be 2 pity
if so great a2 man were made to look foolish in the eyes of his friends; the 1939
Re=Union SHALL be ‘different'."

&nd the great god having spoken, of course it was differentes..

There was a time when many millions of Mighty Myuna Men, and their friends
and relations, lived in ﬁﬁq Sydney district and worked and played and made beautiful
the land by carving high c¢liffs and deep gorges and decorating the gullies with
lovely pools and sparkling &recks. Then came Mgn and built a great city at Sydney,
and in their leisure timo many of the men and women of Sydney enjoyed the bemuties
made by the Myuna Men and their friends and fgiations; and the Myuna folk explored
the great city and discovered the marvels of ¥ivilisation, and learned from the radio
and the telegraph and the nowspapers whdt Men wero doing throughout the world - to
oach other and to thw world. o

And there came a time when the many milliois of Mighty Myuna Men grew dis-
gusted with Men and their ways, and so decidod to loave the world and go to the
farthest ends of the heavens to the home of the Rain God.

So Drought took posscesion ¢f all the land, for there wero no Myuna Menm to
oppose him, and the paople began to groan and to lomg for rain, but no-rain came; and
the creoks and rivers dried up and the land was parched; and the bushfires came and
devastated the land, but still the Myuna Men, and their friends and relations, stayed
happily in the home of the Rain Gods

Then. there came a day when Queen Asyouwere, the lovely ruler of éhe Myuna
Men, said te her people = ’

"Lo, I breathe an elusive aroma of marmite snd milk, and other things.
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From a great distance, even from our far homeland, there is wafted to me an
invitation from T&e Sydney Bush Walkers to visit their campsite at ‘Morella~
karong! again and there hold a great Re-Union of the Mighty Myuna Men. What say
you, wy people, shall ws go thore and re-unei®

And some of the poople asked, "What is a Re~Union?"

Then some of the three million mighty Myuna Men who had accompanisd their
wueon Asyouwere to an S.B.We Re=Union two years bofore roplied,

At a ReeUnion many old friends meet and talk of happy times they have
epent together; they re-une lovingly, and greev Dowvm, and make dampers." As they
finished speaking, many of the yourgar Myuna Men cried,

Lot us all go and re-une! We'll show them how to make things damperi"

So many millions and millions of Mighty Myuna Men, and their friends and
relations, came pouring from the outermost ends of the heavens to re-une at
"Morella~karong" and to compete with each other to sse who was the best dampor=
mekors They all had such a wondsrful time re-une-ing and making things damper,
and damper still, and still dompe:, that they were sven tos busy to hail Dawn the
first time she came to the Re-Union. And ocach merning they ware having a bstter,
and dampsr, time and Dawn slipped into camp unnoticed, and unhailed, so they keopt
on oxtending and extending the Re-Union until the S5.B.W.'s began to get very
worried. They thought these gucsts of theirs wireg staying so long that "Morelle-
karong" would be so crowded with Mighty Myuna Mer that there would be no room for
SeBelW'Bessn

But again Dehert spoke, and said - "The Re~Union will be held regardless
of the woather!"™ And the Rain God heard him, and told the Mighty Myune Men it
was time they stopped re-une~ing and went about their work, so they rese like
mists and floated away on the clouds, leavimg 2 spotless and green campsite for
tho 1929 ReUniohsesse

The many S.B.W's who packed as the rain still fell, and told themselves
that there would probably be only about thirty at the Re-Union, and it would
probably be fairly sloppy and uncemfortable, but they wore not going to miss it,
found Myuna Creek running, plenty of clesm drinking-water, lots of water to wash
in, and even enough in the pool for swimming ~ and the Sunday was so hot they
wers all glad to0 swin.

Some members "squibbed it" and have bsen kicking themselves ever since,
but the official count at the campfire was 120, and the total attendmnce including
those who came down on the SBunday was 130 members end past-members,l0 children,
and 4 visitors.

As secretary of the organising committee, Jack Debert was a very busy man
for the whole week-end, and noticeably quiets Un Saturday afternoon he had the
boys all working, collecting firewood, building the ceremonial fire, and setting
the stones in the circle that marks the Place of Re-Union Campfires past,present,
and to come.

With a well-built pile of wet wood to ignite, electrieity sales dropped
to zers, and the ceremonial lighting was performed very effectivaly and spsctacu-
larly by the four marching torch-bearers who blew the flames of their kerosene
flares on to the central pyra.












